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Physical Characteristics (Lake Michigan)  

Surface                                              
Area                                           

(Square Miles) 

Shoreline 
Length1 
(Miles) 

Average    
Depth2                                    
(Feet) 

Greatest                                  
Depth                       
(Feet) 

Approximate 
Volume2                                  

(Cubic km) 

Retention 
Time3                                    
(Years) 

Elevation                                       
Above Sea 

Level                                            
(Feet) 

22,300 1,6384         279         923 4,918 99 580 
Source:  NOAA (National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration) Great Lakes Physical Characteristics, ESRI, 1992 
 
1.  Includes islands 
2.  Measured at low water datum 
3.  Amount of time it takes for lakes to get rid of pollutants 
4.  There are 25.5 miles of Lake Michigan shoreline in Ottawa County (measured using 2008 Ottawa County aerial photos) 
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