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 1 MR. BUSH:  Good morning, everyone.  Welcome to 

 2 Grand Haven Township.  I appreciate you taking the time 

 3 and come and see what we got going on here for the 

 4 public hearing for the Gilleans drain.  We're here 

 5 because the township petitioned myself and I will get to 

 6 that in a minute about the petition, but that's why 

 7 we're here this morning for a public hearing to hear 

 8 your concerns, comments, opinions on what's going on 

 9 with this.  

10 Again my name is Joe Bush.  I'm the Ottawa 

11 County Water Resources Commissioner, also known as the 

12 drain commissioner.  It's the same position, different 

13 name. I changed it in 2012 when I got elected.  I think 

14 it makes more sense to be the water resources 

15 commissioner than a drain commissioner.  We do a lot 

16 more than just drain work.  Basically it's water 

17 management.  

18 So anyway, we'll go ahead and do the 

19 introductions.  Jen, who has been walking around, she's 

20 from my office.  She's my secretary.  She does a fine 

21 job.  In the back of the room, we've got Bill Cargo.  

22 He's your township manager.  Then we've got Jerry Olman.  

23 He's from the Ottawa County Road Commission.  He comes 

24 to all of these;  that the partnership that we have, we 

25 keep the road commission involved.  They usually have 
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 1 input in this one way or the other.  

 2 Then we got Ken Bosma from Prein and Newhof.  

 3 He's our engineer.  When I say "engineer", I have to 

 4 hire an engineer just to figure out the preliminaries.  

 5 I don't go into detail.  I don't spend a lot of money 

 6 because we have to hold the hearing with the 3-panel 

 7 board that I will introduce in a second.  I do got to go 

 8 out and do some preliminary work to figure out what's 

 9 going on just to have a public hearing, to show you guys 

10 a map, this is the red, the drainage district and where 

11 you live so we can point out what the problems are, and 

12 I kind of have him go out and get a brief overview of 

13 what's going on out there.  

14 So not a full detailed engineer plan or 

15 perception or anything because we don't have a project 

16 yet based on what happens at today's outcome;  and then 

17 we have Dave.  Dave is our court recorder.   Everything 

18 is court recorded word by word.  So you can get that 

19 either on line at miottawa.org and go on there and find 

20 Joe Bush, the water resources commissioner.  Every BOD, 

21 board of determination, is recorded for your information 

22 and, when you do go up and talk at the podium, please 

23 state your name and address and speak loudly so he can 

24 hear it because again he types it word for word.  

25 So if you ever need a hard copy, you can call 
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 1 my office and we can get you a hard copy as well.  Then 

 2 the 3-panel board, they are appointed by me.  They have 

 3 no affiliation with any properties in the drain district 

 4 or neighboring drain districts and they have really no 

 5 affiliation with the Grand Haven area at all right here.  

 6 So they have--  I try to pick people who are experienced 

 7 with flooding, water, agriculture.  I mean, these three 

 8 gentlemen are supervisors or past supervisors and one 

 9 individual is a road commission past employee.  

10 So they understand drainage, and they 

11 understand common sense, and that's why I appoint these 

12 people, which are part of the drain code, and then state 

13 statute tells me that I appoint these people, and I have 

14 no affiliation with this project as far as moving 

15 forward or not or anything.  So I'm kind of neutral.  So 

16 you can't say:  well, Joe favors it.  Well, no.  These 

17 three gentlemen make that.  They make that point of view 

18 and then they tell me, based on your comments today.  

19 That's why I appreciate your coming and that way, they 

20 can get input on what's going on out there.  

21 You guys live it, you own it, and they want to 

22 hear your comments.  So I will start from my right.  

23 That's Jerry Hunsburger.  He's from Park Township.  In 

24 the center is Ken Souter.  He's from Port Sheldon 

25 Township.  Then you have got Larry Bruursema.  He's from 
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 1 Georgetown Township;  and like I said, these three 

 2 gentlemen are appointed by me, have no affiliation, and 

 3 they will be running this meeting after I swear them in.  

 4 All the comments will be directed to them, and then any 

 5 further comments from them will be directed to Ken and 

 6 I, and then we can answer your questions promptly.  

 7 So again I appreciate everybody coming today, 

 8 and I will swear these gentlemen in, and then we'll 

 9 start the meeting.  Thank you.  Gentlemen, please rise, 

10 raise your right hands.  Do each of you solemnly swear 

11 to faithfully perform and discharge the duties imposed 

12 upon you as members of the board of determination 

13 appointed by the water resources commissioner of Ottawa 

14 County to determine the necessity of drainage 

15 improvements in a certain drain to be known and 

16 designated as the Gilleans drain in the Township of 

17 Grand Haven and said county as required by law?  

18 MR. SOUTER:  I do.

19 MR. HUNSBURGER:  I do.

20 MR. BRUURSEMA:  I do.  

21 MR. BUSH:  Thank you.  

22 MR. SOUTER:  First thing is to elect a 

23 secretary and chairperson.  Do we have any motion for 

24 chairperson? 

25 MR. HUNSBURGER:  I will make a nomination that 
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 1 Ken Souter be the chair of this.  

 2 MR. BRUURSEMA:  I'll support that.  

 3 MR. SOUTER:  Moved and supported that I am the 

 4 chair for this board.  All in favor say aye.  

 5 MR. HUNSBURGER:  Aye.  

 6 MR. BRUURSEMA:  Aye.  

 7 MR. SOUTER:  Opposed?  Secretary.  

 8 MR. BRUURSEMA:  I will make a motion that we 

 9 have Jerry Hunsburger as the secretary.  

10 MR. SOUTER:  I support that motion.  All in 

11 favor of the motion say aye.  

12 MR. BRUURSEMA:  Aye.  

13 MR. SOUTER:  Aye.  I have been asked to change 

14 the agenda just a little bit and ask Ken Bosma to make 

15 the engineering presentation first, kind of outlining 

16 what this is all about and what the drain includes.  

17 Will you do that, Ken?  

18 MR. BOSMA:  Yes.  Because this is considered 

19 what is an orphan drain, an orphan drain just means--  

20 Well, in this case, what you see maybe on the plan there 

21 is a blue line.  You probably were sent a mailing, but 

22 the blue line there and that's more of a natural 

23 waterway right now.  There is no jurisdiction over that 

24 in terms of who maintains it if there's some issue, 

25 blockage or whatever it may be.  
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 1 So this is an orphan drain and what probably 

 2 initiated it a little bit is there's improvements on 

 3 172nd Avenue recently done which has some 

 4 infrastructure, and there's some catch basins and things 

 5 that discharge into a swale along the west side of 172nd 

 6 Avenue and eventually drain back into what is called 

 7 Gilleans Creek there, and that is that water course.  It 

 8 goes off to the east from US-31 and goes over to Sleeper 

 9 Street and up north. 

10 So the intent there is to provide a 

11 established county drain so that maintenance can occur 

12 so that that 172nd can always drain positively and, if 

13 there are some issues, whatever it may be, over time on 

14 the balance of drain, that they can be addressed.  As 

15 you look on the east end of this district, you will see 

16 that there's some heavily wooded areas.  There's some 

17 potential if some trees or so came down, fell in the 

18 drain, might cause some blockage.  Then that could be 

19 addressed.  Currently they cannot be addressed because 

20 no one has maintenance over that area.  

21 So my role has really been in here to start to 

22 establish what is the watershed area as to what comes 

23 into this drainage and that is identified by the red 

24 boundary that we show on this map here.  How we 

25 determine that is we looked at--  The county has what's 
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 1 called a GIS system, a geographical information system 

 2 which provides contours that we can look at and 

 3 establish high points and low points in the area and 

 4 that's one of the areas that we looked at.  

 5 We looked at there's been minimal, but some 

 6 drainage -- or some improvement projects that have 

 7 construction drawings such as 172nd and MDOT, US-31 and 

 8 a few others that we can kind of look at as well, plus 

 9 we did kind of an overall review of it, riding around 

10 the areas identified, see if that makes sense.  So 

11 that's how that district area has been identified. 

12 At this point, we are not aware of any issues 

13 that are ongoing in the drain that is causing us to do 

14 this project.  Again it's more to provide, as I 

15 understood it, a general outlet that can be maintained 

16 in the future so it will no longer be an orphan drain, 

17 but an established county drain, but we are here today, 

18 too, to listen to those here if there are any issues 

19 that we are unaware of.  

20 MR. SOUTER:  Ken, you are not done yet.  OK.  

21 If this is--  Let's just say this is approved.  What 

22 happens after that?  Will the county then start looking 

23 for easements along the drain or if it's established as 

24 a county drain?  How does that work?  

25 MR. BOSMA:  To really establish it as a county 
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 1 drain, yes.  You would need to start having easements 

 2 over that drain.  How that process will go, it may take 

 3 some time or so to do that, but we'll need to establish 

 4 easements in order for the water resources commission to 

 5 be able to actually physically get in there.  If there 

 6 is an issue, they need to have the easements over the 

 7 county drains.  So that will be established on those.  

 8 Yes.

 9 MR. SOUTER:  So our thing here would be that 

10 established almost like a route and course and the 

11 drainage district that we're talking about?  

12 MR. BOSMA:  Correct.  The district would be as 

13 a band set up basically here already in the red boundary 

14 line there, but then the route and course in general, I 

15 think, you know, we would identify as what is basically 

16 shown here kind of in blue.  That's the preliminary 

17 route and course.  

18 MR. SOUTER:  Is any portion of the blue, the 

19 route and course that is shown, enclosed tile or is that 

20 all open drain?

21 MR. BOSMA:  We did not walk the entire drain. 

22 From what we can see from the Orthal photos that's 

23 provided by the county and what we did observe riding 

24 around is the majority of that is open drain, obviously 

25 other than crosses by the streets.  
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 1 MR. SOUTER:  Either one of you guys got any 

 2 more questions?  

 3 MR. BRUURSEMA:  Yeah.  I probably have a 

 4 question.  It's a big area.  

 5 MR. BOSMA:  Yes.  

 6 MR. BRUURSEMA:  And say if you had something 

 7 going on in the south or the northeast part of this 

 8 area, would the whole area be involved as an assessment 

 9 district or would just an area in that border?  

10 MR. BOSMA:  Well, that is at the option of the 

11 water resources commissioner, but I can tell you, let's 

12 say there was several trees -- we had a big storm event 

13 or whatever and caused several trees to fall down in the 

14 northeast part which caused blockage of the Gilleans.  

15 That likely would be spread across the whole district 

16 because it affects everybody in the district.  

17 Unlike here, if this was tied to it and there 

18 was an issue--  In this case, it's not necessarily, but 

19 if there was a drain that came into this development 

20 here, Cottage Hills, and there was an issue just in 

21 there, sometimes the water resources commissioner then 

22 can just subdivide that portion, the affected parts 

23 upstream on that, but again it's going to be kind of a 

24 case-by-case basis as to what the issue is.  

25 I think in general, he looks at -- tries to 
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 1 see what the benefit of those overall are from the 

 2 impact that occurs.

 3 MR. BRUURSEMA:  So there could be different 

 4 drainage districts within this large area?  

 5 MR. BOSMA:  Yes.  As far as how you assess the 

 6 costs, yes.  

 7 MR. BRUURSEMA:  Thank you.  

 8 MR. SOUTER:  Thanks, Ken.  Bill.  Bill Cargo 

 9 from the township.  

10 MR. CARGO:  You are going to hear a similar 

11 speech to what I gave an hour ago when we had our first 

12 orphan drain.  The reason the township petitioned for 

13 this is because it is a drain course that doesn't have 

14 anybody being responsible.  There are public waters 

15 going into this drain course, but if there's a problem, 

16 the township can't spend any monies to improve it.  We 

17 can't spend public monies on private lands to improve a 

18 drainage district that's not part of the public system.  

19 My feeling is right now, the township board 

20 has given me authorization to spend up to $10,000 

21 without having to go through the assessment process on 

22 typical maintenance.  So for example, if there's 

23 maintenance being done where you are clearing away trees 

24 or you are simply clearing the drain course, the 

25 township picks that up as an at-large expense.  I can't 
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 1 do that here because it's not a public drain course.  

 2 We know there are public waters going into it.  

 3 There's waters from the streets, 172nd Avenue.  There's 

 4 waters from public land.  There's waters from the 

 5 school.  All of that storm water is going into this 

 6 district, but it's not part of a system.  So if, in the 

 7 future, something occurs, I can't spend public monies to 

 8 correct the problem. 

 9 So we're trying to bring this orphan drain 

10 into the public system so that we have the opportunity 

11 to do normal maintenance.  Again I'm not aware of any 

12 problems right now.  Unlike the previous orphan drain, 

13 there was definite flooding issues.  This one, I'm not 

14 aware of specific problems.  It's being done from a 

15 preventative standpoint.  

16 MR. BRUURSEMA:  Bill, have you had recently -- 

17 say the past 10 years -- had problems in this area?  

18 MR. CARGO:  Not that I'm aware of.  I mean, we 

19 had some issues along US-31, but those have been 

20 resolved through the MDOT with the crossing of this.  

21 There have been some minor issues with some flooding 

22 north of the school, but again this is more of an issue 

23 of an orphan drain, trying to bring it into the public 

24 so if a problem does occur, we can correct it.  

25 MR. BRUURSEMA:  Thank you.  
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 1 MR. SOUTER:  Thank you, Bill.  I think we 

 2 established this before, but there is no written 

 3 correspondence.  Anybody have sent you any letters of 

 4 that type?  

 5 MS. VANDENBERG:  No

 6 MR. SOUTER:  OK.  Thank you.  OK.  Now I would 

 7 like to start the public portion of this meeting, 

 8 getting the input of the people that apparently own 

 9 property within this drainage district -- this proposed 

10 drainage district -- and I would like to open the public 

11 hearing portion of this hearing, and I would like to get 

12 comments from everybody that wants to comment about this 

13 drain. 

14 So what we're just going to do is start and 

15 what I would like to have people do is come up to the 

16 mic if you want to speak on this issue and give your 

17 name, where you own property, and let me know what you 

18 -- and point--  You can point on that map there and it 

19 comes up on the screen.  It's pretty cool.  So if you 

20 would, point where you own property and what your 

21 concerns are on this procedure that the township is 

22 asking for.  So can we just start right here right 

23 front?  OK.  If you want to come up to the mic and point 

24 your property out and-- 

25 MR. NELSON:  My name is Ray Nelson.  I live at 
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 1 16585 Sleeper Street and if you look at it, I am right 

 2 here.  Does that show?  

 3 MR. SOUTER:  Yes.  It worked.  It worked.  

 4 MR. BRUURSEMA:  We get it here, too 

 5 MR. NELSON:  Pardon?  

 6 MR. BRUURSEMA:  We get it up here, too.  

 7 MR. NELSON:  Oh.  You guys, you are special, 

 8 huh?  I live there and that drain goes behind my house 

 9 and along with the Vincent drain.  So there's two drains 

10 that traverse them pieces of property there.  They join 

11 together way down here.  OK.  I basically don't have any 

12 problem with what Bill said.  I think that somebody has 

13 to take ownership and be responsible for the drain.  

14 The problem I have is we--  The county now has 

15 the jurisdiction over the Vincent drain, which is the 

16 furthest one north, and last year, they cleaned it out, 

17 and guys, I want to tell you they did an awful, awful 

18 job.  They went in there and they cut down trees.  They 

19 cut down brush.  And what did they do with it?  They 

20 piled it on the bank and it is a mess out there now. 

21 Yeah, the drain itself, there's nothing over 

22 the top of it.  They didn't clean the sand out of the 

23 drain or anything like that, but they have created a 

24 barrier across that the wildlife cannot traverse in and 

25 out of that over that drain.  So now we have that kind 
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 1 of a problem.  They didn't address that.  All they did 

 2 is cut it down and left it for the property owner to 

 3 take care of and I can't get back there.  

 4 That's all wetlands, the back portion of our 

 5 properties are, and if that's what they are going to do 

 6 with the Gillean drain, then I would be against it 

 7 because that was awful and I think they should come back 

 8 and do something with it, to be honest with you, if for 

 9 nothing other than to help the wildlife.  Am I clear?  

10 MR. SOUTER:  Yes.  

11 MR. BRUURSEMA:  Very clear.  

12 MR. SOUTER:  I think you also made it very 

13 clear to the drain commissioner.  

14 MR. NELSON:  He's the guy I'm talking to.  I 

15 hope you got my message.

16 MR. BUSH:  I got your message.  

17 MR. NELSON:  Are you going to do something 

18 about it?

19 MR. BUSH:  It's a good question.  It's a 

20 wetland area.  It's hard to get equipment back there.  

21 That's the tough part. 

22 MR. NELSON:  But you expect me to.  

23 MR. BUSH:  Well, I don't--  Usually we stack 

24 the logs in the easement.  That's why we have an 

25 easement there, and then we'll leave it in the easement, 
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 1 and usually most people take it.  

 2 MR. NELSON:  And when it comes time to 

 3 negotiate this easement, then are you going to give us 

 4 enough money so that we can take care of it?  

 5 MR. BUSH:  That's something we have to discuss 

 6 later.  It's not even a drain yet, so I can't even say 

 7 anything until after the meeting.  

 8 MR. NELSON:  OK.  I got my point across.  

 9 MR. SOUTER:  I think we all understand your 

10 point.  

11 MR. NELSON:  Thank you.  

12 MR. SOUTER:  Next gentleman here.  You don't 

13 have anything to say?  

14 AUDIENCE MEMBER:  No.  I'm just here to 

15 listen.

16 MR. SOUTER:  OK.  Let's just keep going right 

17 back.  Man with the gray beard.  

18 MR. WILLIAMS:  OK.  Father time.  

19 MR. SOUTER:  Well, we all got that.  That's 

20 the reason I don't grow mine anymore.  

21 MR. WILLIAMS:  My name is Randall Williams.  

22 We're on the property--  We're on the property just 

23 north of the sand company.  

24 MR. SOUTER:  Way up there.  

25 MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  I guess my question is 
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 1 the location of this line on our property, considering 

 2 the fact that this piece of property here which has been 

 3 sold off by my father-in-law, the sand company actually 

 4 built a sizable berm on it and there is no way that any 

 5 water from here could possibly drain to the south.  OK. 

 6 So my question is we might want to reconsider this 

 7 location in terms of the boundary line because I know 

 8 they go by topography, but the reality is if you walk 

 9 back there, you will see there's a very, very sizable 

10 berm and it runs the entire length of this area here.  

11 So I guess that's my concern, you know, 

12 because the last time I talked to somebody concerning 

13 the Vincent drain back a few years ago, they pointed out 

14 that all of the topography on our property definitely 

15 drains into the Vincent drain.  OK.  So I guess it's 

16 just a question of a logistics question.  

17 MR. SOUTER:  OK.  Can I answer that?  One of 

18 our motions--  If we get to that point, one of our 

19 motions is adding or deleting lands in this drain 

20 district.  They will take once--  If this thing is 

21 approved, they will really go in here and look at this 

22 whole drain district and add or delete areas to this 

23 drain at that point.  So your motion--  I'm sure Ken's 

24 written this down.  I mean, your question is written 

25 down.  He will take a look at it if this is approved.  
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 1 MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  An additional question, 

 2 I'm relatively new to this.  So we can actually be part 

 3 of more than one drain system?  

 4 MR. BUSH:  You can.

 5 MR. WILLIAMS: OK.  But that's the case of the 

 6 entire property then, subject to that -- to this drain 

 7 or is the majority of our property subject to the 

 8 Vincent drain because that's where the drain goes?  Are 

 9 we only responsible for this little portion?  How does 

10 that work taxwise and assessmentwise?  

11 MR. BUSH:  I'm not sure if I understand.  If 

12 it's out, it's out.  I mean, if Ken goes out and says: 

13 oh yeah, your property isn't going to be involved in it, 

14 then you'll be out.  

15 MR. WILLIAMS:  Right, but even if it is 

16 involved, if it happens to be involved, is our entire 

17 property--  

18 MR. BUSH:  No.  No.  

19 MR. WILLIAMS:  Just that portion?  

20 MR. BUSH:  Just that section.  

21 MR. WILLIAMS:  OK.  I needed verification on 

22 that just for my understanding.  OK.  Thank you.  

23 MR. SOUTER:  Very good.  Young lady.  

24 AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Actually we own the same 

25 property as a family, so he took care of it.  
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 1 MR. SOUTER:  OK.  He took care of it for you.  

 2 Let's jump across to the gentleman in the green.  Would 

 3 you like to make a comment on this?  No.  OK.  

 4 MR. GEORGE:  My name is Mark George.  I'm here 

 5 representing Lakeshore Baptist Church and we are right 

 6 here.  So the only portion of our property that's 

 7 involved back there is our soccer field and I would be 

 8 delighted if that could get more drainage off from 

 9 there.  So my question, one question I would have is if 

10 it becomes part of the public drainage system, if it 

11 becomes a county drain, will there be improvements right 

12 away or is it flowing well now?  They just want to be 

13 able to maintain it in the future?  I guess that would 

14 be a question I would have.  

15 MR. SOUTER:  I think I can answer that for 

16 you.  At this point, they couldn't do anything because 

17 it's not a county drain.  At some point in the future if 

18 this gets established as a county drain, that gives 

19 people the option of who they can go to to relieve 

20 problems, but until this becomes a county drain, there 

21 is no way that the township can get involved, no way 

22 that the drain commissioner can get involved;  and so 

23 until this would be a county drain, there is no option. 

24 MR. GEORGE:  Right.  

25 MR. SOUTER:  At this point, all we're doing is 
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 1 looking at establishing this as a county drain so that 

 2 that option is available later.  Am I correct?  

 3 MR. BUSH:  Correct.  

 4 MR. GEORGE:  It would be nice.  It would be 

 5 interesting to know, if it becomes a county drain, 

 6 whether it would be actually expanded and would be able 

 7 to pick up a little bit more right along this area here.  

 8 MR. SOUTER:  Again you got to--

 9 MR. GEORGE:  I know.  I'm putting the cart 

10 before the horse.  

11 MR. SOURTER:  Well, it's cart before the 

12 horse, but that is one of the motions, as I said before, 

13 adding or deleting.  They can do that as part of one of 

14 our motions based on maybe information you're giving, 

15 the other gentleman gave on his:  Am I in?  Am I out?  I 

16 mean, they haven't done a total topographical survey of 

17 the entire property to see what's going on.  At this 

18 point, we're looking at establishing the outlet, 

19 establishing this as a county drain.  

20 MR. GEORGE:  So I don't know if our problem is 

21 surface water or subsurface water, but this season, it 

22 worked great.  We didn't have much problem, but it will 

23 happen in a heavy rain.  It will be interesting to see.  

24 If we get this heavy rain we're talking about tonight, 

25 we'll have standing water down there.  It doesn't last 
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 1 very long, but -- and what we do with that soccer field, 

 2 our church really doesn't use it much.  

 3 We open it up to the community and they have 

 4 the soccer games that go on there spring and fall, six 

 5 weeks of soccer games, and it's just busy Saturdays.  

 6 Man, you should see it.  It's full of kids.  

 7 MR. SOUTER:  That's cool.  That's cool.  Good 

 8 mission for you.  Thank you.  Next gentleman there in 

 9 the blue.  

10 AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I'm also with Lakeshore 

11 Baptist Church.

12 MR. SOUTER:  You are with Lakeshore Baptist 

13 Church.  Go to the gentleman right there, you.  

14 MR. VAN NOY:  My name is Phil VanNoy and I 

15 live on Cottage Drive right there.  Very familiar with 

16 this gradient through there.  Lived there 10 years.  

17 He's right.  When it rains, it floods back there, but 

18 not bad.  My concern -- not a concern, just a question.  

19 I know that last spring, the school had a millage vote 

20 to extend a service drive from the high school to Rosy 

21 Mound Drive and that is going to be an expensive drive.  

22 Right now, it's on hold and I don't know why 

23 it's on hold.  I mean, the millage passed.  I mean, 

24 Proposal B or 2 or whatever it was, but they haven't 

25 started it yet and the reason, I think, is because it's 
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 1 going to be a very expensive drive to get to Rosy Mound 

 2 through there.  That's all swamp back there.  

 3 MR. SOUTER:  That's a long ways back there.  

 4 MR. VAN NOY:  That's a long ways.  My concern 

 5 was they were going to punch it out at the Baptist 

 6 church, but they said they never would do that, but you 

 7 know, never is a long time.  

 8 MR. BRUURSEMA:  Never say never.  

 9 MR. VAN NOY:  There's also 27 acres that if 

10 you drive down Lakeshore, that's been for sale for 

11 awhile now, and that's been surveyed in the last two 

12 weeks, which makes me think that they are going to 

13 develop it, and that -- the only exit out of there is 

14 down there by the road commission, right across the 

15 street from the road commission.  The road commission 

16 has access or has property there right at the corner, 

17 but I think this 27 acres has access to right off Rosy 

18 Mound by the back of Rosy Mound School.  

19 So I guess I'm concerned -- again not 

20 concerned -- who's--  You know, if we -- if you guys 

21 make that into a county drain, is that going to help 

22 private development?  Is it going to help the school 

23 system?  Because, you know, that's a big ticket item if 

24 we get assessed to have that happen.  My opinion is if 

25 the school wants to punch a road through there, let them 
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 1 pay for it.  They have already got a sizable amount of 

 2 tax dollars to do that;  and this private development of 

 3 the 27 acres, let them develop it, too, if they are 

 4 going to put whatever they are going to put back there.  

 5 MR. SOUTER:  I think that 27 acres is actually 

 6 owned by the road commission.  

 7 MR. VAN NOY:  That's who's selling it?  I 

 8 didn't know.  

 9 MR. SOUTER:  I think the road commission owns 

10 that piece of property.  

11 MR. VAN NOY:  I didn't know that.  

12 MR. SOUTER:  That's all fronted on Lakeshore 

13 Drive behind the school.

14 MR. VAN NOY:  Yes.  

15 MR. SOUTER:  The sign is--  I have seen a sign 

16 on it.  That's owned by the road commission, the whole 

17 piece of property.  

18 MR. VAN NOY:  OK.  

19 MR. SOUTER:  Let's put it this way:  

20 Whatever--  The way I understand county drain procedures 

21 and this sort of thing, if somebody develops a piece of 

22 property, they have got to take care of their water.  

23 MR. VAN NOY:  Right.  

24 MR. SOUTER:  I mean, it is not an assessment 

25 to the drain district as a whole.  
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 1 MR. VAN NOY:  Right.  OK.  

 2 MR. SOUTER:  So your question to me is 

 3 basically what we're trying to do is provide an outlet 

 4 so that it's a county drain outlet, but there's not any 

 5 plan for work to be done at this point.  

 6 MR. VAN NOY:  OK.  

 7 MR. BRUURSEMA:  If I can make a comment, I 

 8 think it's to your advantage to put this under the water 

 9 resources because then you can go right to the drain 

10 commissioner, and he can look at it and determine 

11 whether something should be done, and then it can 

12 happen, because the township itself is responsible -- 

13 and I think Bill will back me up -- for these 

14 developments to provide their own holding retention 

15 drains.  Is that right, Bill?  

16 MR. CARGO:  We make the developer pay whether 

17 it's on-site improvements or off-site improvements and 

18 that's predicated on the development, the location.  

19 MR. SOUTER:  So I think that really answers 

20 your question. 

21 MR. BRUURSEMA:  You are more protected in this 

22 program than you are now because you have no one to go 

23 to.  

24 MR. VAN NOY:  What about a public institution 

25 like a school?  
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 1 MR. BUSH:  Same thing.

 2 MR. SOUTER:  Same thing.  

 3 MR. VAN NOY:  All right.  Thanks for your 

 4 time.  

 5 MR. SOUTER:  Gentleman in the green.  

 6 MR. REENDERS:  My name is Bruce Reenders.  We 

 7 own several properties here, all of these down into 

 8 here, a couple here and a couple industrial buildings 

 9 there.  Just a couple questions I had.  I don't know if 

10 Joe can answer these.  The easement sizes vary from 30 

11 feet to 100 foot across the county.  There's different 

12 easements.  Do they buy them?  Do they condemn them and 

13 take them?  I know inside that easement, they can work 

14 with inside that easement, but I just wanted to give a 

15 positive.  

16 I think this is a good thing.  My experience 

17 with the drain commission has been very good, nothing 

18 but good.  So I think this would be a good project and 

19 it would help in the longevity of things because now, it 

20 just sits there.  Nobody has control over it.  Nobody 

21 fixes it.  Nobody does anything.  So--

22 MR. SOUTER:  As far as your question about the 

23 size of the easement, I don't have the slightest idea.  

24 MR. REENDERS:  It varies, I think.

25 MR. SOUTER:  It varies.  
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 1 MR. REENDERS:  But you know, do you pay --  

 2 purchase that?  I know years ago, it was just granted 

 3 because people wanted their property drained.  

 4 MR. BUSH:  It's usually granted most of the 

 5 time.  

 6 MR. REENDERS:  Most of the time.  

 7 MR. BRUURSEMA:  Sometimes it's given by the 

 8 property owner.  

 9 MR. REENDERS:  Yeah.  I know.  I've done that.  

10 I did that on another drainage property.  I just 

11 wondered how that all worked out.  That's all I wanted 

12 to say.  I'm in favor of it and I represent, you know, 

13 family members on that.  

14 MR. SOUTER:  Thank you very much.  Young lady 

15 in the khaki jacket there.  The gentleman behind.  

16 MR. DE HAAN:  My name is Luke DeHaan, and I'm 

17 representing Marvin Reenders Enterprises, and they own 

18 this right here.  Just like Bruce said, we're in favor 

19 of this.  We have done quite a bit of work with the 

20 county in the last couple years and nothing but 

21 positive.  Just kind of wanted to add to that as far as 

22 the easement locationwise, is that determined afterwards 

23 or is that-- 

24 MR. SOUTER:  That's not with us.  That's 

25 determined afterwards.  
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 1 MR. DE HAAN:  Sure.  Very good.  Thank you.  

 2 MR. SOUTER:  Anybody else wish to comment?  

 3 With that, I will close the public portion of this 

 4 hearing.  Discussion by the board.  

 5 MR. HUNBURGER:  You have the paper for the 

 6 motions?  

 7 MR. SOUTER:  I think we have a paper for the 

 8 motions right here.  

 9 MR. HUNSBURGER:  OK.  Thank you.  It makes all 

10 kinds of sense.  I think everybody supports.  Somebody 

11 ought to be in charge.  

12 MR. BRUURSEMA:  It's all favorable comments.  

13 They all realize they have to have somewhere to go to 

14 get something done.  Now they have that avenue.  

15 MR. SOUTER:  We've done a lot of these in Park 

16 Township and that somebody is now the person to look to 

17 to do the work and to look into the problems.  That 

18 always makes sense to me.  

19 MR. HUNSBURGER:  And the fact Mr. Cargo's 

20 comments to the board here that evidently pays the 

21 initial cost below a certain dollar amount rather than 

22 assessing, I think it-- 

23 MR. BRUURSEMA:  You mean, right now?  

24 MR. HUNSBURGER:  Yes.  Right.  

25 MR. BRUURSEMA:  But that will change.  
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 1 MR. HUNSBURGER:  It could.  In Park Township, 

 2 however, we still pay even though we could--  So I think 

 3 this makes all kinds of sense, tremendous assistance to 

 4 others.  

 5 MR. SOUTER:  There's the motion.  

 6 MR. HUNSBURGER:  Do you want me to read it?  

 7 Are we all set?  

 8 MR. SOUTER:  Yeah.  Read it.  

 9 MR. HUNSBURGER:  OK.  We have a series of 

10 motions here.  The first, moved by blank, seconded by, 

11 that the drain is deemed necessary or not necessary.  Do 

12 I have a motion?  

13 MR. BRUURSEMA:  So moved.  

14 MR. SOUTER:  I'll support that.  

15 MR. HUNSBURGER:  That it is-- 

16 MR. BRUURSEMA:  Necessary.  

17 MR. HUNSBURGER:  --necessary.  OK.  

18 MR. SOUTER:  All in favor of that--

19 MR. HUNSBURGER:  All in favor say aye.  

20 MR. BRUURSEMA:  Aye.  

21 MR. SOUTER:  Aye.  

22 MR. HUNSBURGER:  OK.  The next, because it's 

23 been approved and declared to be necessary to go to the 

24 water resources commissioner, we'll need another motion 

25 that the drain is necessary for the protection of the 
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 1 public health in the Township of Grand Haven and that a 

 2 portion of costs gets apportioned to other 

 3 municipalities, which would include the county, 

 4 obviously the township, and the road commission, which 

 5 would help share in any assessment costs.  So I need a 

 6 motion to that effect. 

 7 MR. BRUURSEMA:  So moved to -- so-- 

 8 MR. SOUTER:  I will support that it is 

 9 necessary.  

10 MR. HUNSBURGER:  All in favor of that motion 

11 say aye.

12 MR. BRUURSEMA:  Aye.  

13 MR. SOUTER:  Aye.  

14 MR. HUNSBURGER:  OK.  And the third and last 

15 motion we'll need is that the drain district boundary 

16 can be adjusted as necessary as lands could be added or 

17 deleted as determined by the engineer as he does more 

18 fine tuned engineering.  Is there a motion?  

19 MR. BRUURSEMA:  So moved.  

20 MR. SOUTER:  I will support that.  

21      MR. HUNSBURGER:  OK.  All in favor of that say 

22 aye.  

23 MR. SOUTER:  Aye.  

24 MR. BRUURSEMA:  Aye.  

25 MR. HUNSBURGER:  Aye.  
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 1 MR. SOUTER:  OK.  That completes the meeting 

 2 as long as Joe, you want to make any other comments?  

 3 MR. BUSH:  I just want to say thanks to 

 4 everyone for taking their morning to come and listen and 

 5 give their comments and my apologies if this gentleman 

 6 feels like we made a mess back there, but it can be a 

 7 challenge in a wetland area to get equipment.  We try to 

 8 stack an easement as efficient, but we'll talk about it 

 9 after the meeting.  

10 Again we try our best and some of those areas 

11 are pretty tough, especially if it's overgrown and 

12 hasn't been maintained in 50 years.  It's tough to get 

13 equipment and it's a wetland.  We try not to disturb the 

14 habitat or any animals that are back there.  So we do 

15 what we can.  Anyway, again I just appreciate 

16 everybody's time and thank you.  

17 MR. BRUURSEMA:  You have been a nice audience.  

18 MR. SOUTER:  Thank you very much.  Thank you, 

19 everybody.  

20 --oo00oo-- 
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