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5 reasons why Michigan law requires child hearing & vision screenings 
 

Ottawa County – Michigan's Public Health Code requires children 3 - 5 years of age to have a hearing and vision 
screening prior to kindergarten entry. The Ottawa County Department of Public Health’s (OCDPH) Hearing & 
Vision program focuses on the importance of early detection and offers free screening services to school aged 
children. Comprehensive screenings are conducted by fully trained hearing and vision technicians. Last year, 
OCDPH referred 8% of all children vision screened and nearly 3% hearing screened to a specialist. Parents 
registering their child in kindergarten or first grade must supply their school with a testing certificate. Failing to do 
so, will result in exclusion from school. www.miottawa.org/hearingvision 
 

1. Hearing and vision loss can impede a child’s development and performance.  

2. Early detection may lead to better care and treatment.  

3. Hearing and vision are vital to learning, working and socialization. 

4. Proper hearing and vision enables children to reach their full potential.  

5. Every dollar invested in screenings saves Michigan  
$112 in hearing and $162 in vision costs. 
(Values are based on health care costs and future productivity loss.) 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Suggested Tweet:  
Hearing & vision loss can hinder child development. Call 616-396-5266  
for appt.- mandatory for Pre-K & K @miOCDPH miOttawa.org/hearingvision 
 
Attached References: 
OCDPH 2014 Annual Report, Hearing & Vision (page 18)  
www.miOttawa.org/health2014  
OCDPH 2013 Annual Report, Hearing & Vision (page 26) 
www.miOttawa.org/health2013  
 
Sources: 
CDC: Hearing loss in children, www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/hearingloss/facts.html 
Stereo Butterfly Test image www.schoolhealth.com/stereo-butterfly-test 
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“After your vision referral to an eye doctor, our daughter received her first 
pair of glasses. Thank you so much for letting us know about her difficulties, 

as it was not something she had previously expressed. We appreciate it!” 
 – OCDPH Hearing & Vision client 

Stereo Butterfly Test 
In 2014, technicians performed 31,000 
screenings and made 1,720 referrals. 

OCDPH hearing screening  
prior to starting school. 

 
Summer appointments fill up fast. 

Call to schedule:  

Holland (616)396-5266  

Grand Haven (616)846-8360 

Hudsonville (616)669-0040 

 
 Ottawa County Department of Public Health assures conditions in which all people can achieve optimum health.  

www.miottawa.org/mihealth 
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