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Bass River: Parked at the dead end of North Cedar Drive, it's hard to imagine a 
settlement once thrived here.  In 1837 developers created “Warren City,” on paper at 
least, and Commissioners actually passed a resolution making it the county seat.  When 
County Commission meetings continued to be held in Grand Haven, the concept of 
Warren City faded and the growing populace there formed the Village of Bass River.  
River Road ran through the community.  Along it were two stores, a church, post office, 
school, boarding house, and ferry dock.  By 1940, gravel mining, begun in the 1880s, 
had consumed the entire village, leaving only what you see before you.  Today this State- 
owned property is designated as Bass River Recreation Area.   

Image courtesy of: Robinson Township
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Eastmanville Farm County Park:  The first white men to occupy this land were 
Daniel Realy and Captain Henry “Harry Bluff” Miller.  In 1866 they sold the property 
to Ottawa County for purposes of a Poor Farm.  Over time the place became known as 
the County Farm, Infirmary, and Community Haven, serving those who were unable 
to live independently.  Stop here to tour the Memory Grove and enjoy a short hike to 
the Poor Farm Cemetery.  Picnic and equestrian facilities are available onsite.

Bur Oak Landing:  This Ottawa County Park open space is divided into two parcels.  
From Leonard Road, parking for East Bur Oak Landing is located on the east side of 

th th90  Avenue.  Parking for West Bur Oak Landing is found near the end of 90  Avenue.  
There you will find a spectacular example of a bur oak tree and its frilly acorns.



JacJungle:  Between 1930 and 1951, a wonderfully notorious dance hall and tavern was 
located on what is now the Southern Grand Marina property.   Chicago-born Al 
Cordes played piano in vaudeville acts before establishing JacJungle, named by 
combining Al's initials with his wife, Julia's.  The couple brought live music, novel 
floor shows, food, drink, and merriment to the rural setting.  Kate Smith and George 
Goebel are believed to have started their show business careers here.  The party ended 
in 1951 when JacJungle burned to the ground.  Then owner George Graham moved 
his business to Lake Michigan Drive, where he built the Embassy Bar.  

Visit Riverside County Park next door to the old JacJungle site.

JacJungle
Photo courtesy of: Barbara Nelson

Al and Julia Cordes
Photo courtesy of: Robinson Township

Performers at JacJungle
Photo courtesy of: Robinson Township

JacJungle
Photo courtesy of: Robinson Township
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Jubb Bayou:  To visit this Ottawa County open space, turn left off Leonard onto 96th 
Ave.

Jubb Bayou (a.k.a. Spoonville Bayou) is named for Edward and Moline Jubb who settled 
here in 1850.  Their son Orange sacrificed a leg in the Civil War and is buried at the 
Ottawa Center Cemetery you will pass.  

Members of the Anthropology Department at Grand Valley State University in 1991 
unearthed a rare “Hi-Lo” projectile point in this area.  It was dated to 8,000 to 10,000 
B.C., and was used during the Paleo-Indian period when mastodons grazed beside the 
Grand River.
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Robinson Township Cemetery:  Stroll here to find Ransom Robinson's burial site.  
The son of township founder Ira Robinson and nephew to Rix Robinson, Ransom 
was a true pioneer.  At eighteen months of age, he was likely the youngest passenger 
aboard the schooner St. Joseph that transported 42 Robinson family members from 

stNew York to Grand Haven in 1836.  In 1862 Ransom enlisted in Co. G of the 21  
Michigan Infantry and joined General “Sherman's Bummers.” He was discharged 
just six months later with tuberculosis.  Though hardships of the war left their mark 
on him, Ransom farmed for 45 years before his death in 1920.  Look here too, for the 
graves of Clark, Rogers, Stearns, and Cordes family members.

Ransom Robinson
Photo courtesy of: David Robinson
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Crockery Creek Natural Area:  From Leonard Road, turn west on Wren Drive 
and travel a quarter mile.

This is the site of the Ottawa Indian village where Magdalene, daughter of Jean 
Bapiste Marcotte and Timothee (daughter of Chief Returning Cloud) was raised and 
where fur trader Joseph LaFramboise had one of numerous posts.  The two wed when 
she was fourteen.  Mme. Magdalene LaFramboise took over the entire trade in 1806 
after Joseph was brutally murdered by an Indian denied alcohol. Upon her retirement 
in 1821, Rix Robinson bought the business.  Mme.  LaFramboise was celebrated for 
her ability to bridge cultural gaps that separated people by gender, religion, and race.  
She was one of the first inducted into the Michigan History Women's Hall of Fame.  

Image courtesy of: Kevin FinneyMme. Magdalene LaFramboise



This is Connor Bayou County Park, named for Jared Connor who settled here in 
1837.  The land was sold to William Ferry in 1849 for purposes of logging and 
eventually was divided into riverfront parcels owned by Matthew Krumpeck and 
teacher Addie Clark.  Long before Ottawa County conceived this area as parkland, 
Krumpeck and his neighbor Waldron hosted huge annual North Robinson Farmer 
Co-Operative Association Picnics here starting in 1917.  Organizers bragged that 
River Road was “one of the best in Ottawa County” and the grounds offered 
“splendid places for landing launches”….just like today!

Waldron, Krumpeck, and Clark properties shown along the Grand River.
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thBruce Bayou Landing:  Take 138  Avenue south to Cypress Street.  Launch your 

boat at this State facility.

thFrom Bruce Bayou return to 138  Avenue.  Continue traveling south connecting 
thwith Garfield Road and 144  Avenue, at the end of which you will find Indian 

Channel.

Battle Point was the site of Fort Village and an Ottawa Indian burial ground.  
Research done by GVSU, MSU, Martin/Mainfort, and others suggest that the 
cemetery was used between 1820 and 1835.  The Washington Treaty of 1836 ceded all 
land north of the Grand River to the United States.  Enraged at the prospect, Chief 
Shiawassee attempted to induce tribesmen here to revolt and massacre the whites.  
Rev. William Ferry and Indian friends successfully defused the threat.  No blood was 
shed at “Battle Point.” Numerous trade goods, including knives, firesteels, silver 
ornaments, and glass beads were found in excavations here, but the area has since 
been seriously undermined by erosion.

Image courtesy of: Kevin Finney
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thClark School:  Clark School was originally located on 144  Avenue between Johnson 
and Lincoln Streets.  In 1875 it was moved across Rogers Bridge, the pilings of which 

thcan still be seen where 136  Avenue dead-ends.  

George Rogers honed his engineering skills in the Civil War and was commissioned 
by Robinson Township to build the bridge in 1870. The Rogers Bridge served the 
general public and the logging industry.  In time, the ramshackle overpass was used 
only for pedestrian traffic, particularly by children attending Clark School.  Phoebe, 
Addie, and Helen Clark were esteemed teachers in the history of Robinson Township.

Rogers Bridge 
Photo courtesy of: Carol Hall

Phoebe Clark
Image courtesy of: Ruth Bethke Horton
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Lewis Cross

thReturn to Leonard Road.  Drive west to 144  Avenue south.

thAt 144  Avenue and Bayou Drive is a privately owned residence that was originally the 
home of painter, naturalist, and historian Lewis Cross.  Known as “The Castle,” the 
building blocks of this unique abode were molded by Cross himself.  The home 
overlooked a floating bridge spanning Deremo Bayou, as seen in this image painted by 
Cross.  It is one of over 400 landscape, marine, and portrait pictures created by this 
modest, self-reliant man.  Some are as large as 8' by11' and many depict carrier pigeons 
that long ago swarmed the Grand River Valley, but are now extinct.  Old and sick, 
Lewis Cross committed suicide on April 4, 1951.

Lewis Cross, 
Self portrait

and paintings



Felix's Marina:  Elfrieda Schultz and Felix Pytlinski wed in 1923 and purchased land on 
Stearns Bayou.  They opened a boat rental business with a single vessel crafted by Felix.  
Their first customer, a bulky YMCA instructor, sank the tiny boat.  Undeterred, Felix 
built four more and launched anew on July 4, 1929, the same day ten people drowned at 
the Oval in a seiche, exacerbating the gloom of the Depression.  The couple persevered, 
eventually developing a marina, dance hall, gas station, and store.  

Pictured is Elfrieda Pytlinske, wife of Felix, Sr., promoting fishing on Stearn's Bayou. 
Image courtesy of Felix Pytlinske, Jr.
 

In 1899 Robinson Township Supervisor, Charles Stearns was 
contracted to convert the original floating bridge over Stearns 
Bayou to a permanent structure.  He staked the floating bridge 
with logs to secure its position and filled the bridge bed with 
sand. 
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ndFollow charming Boom Road to 152  to return to Leonard Road.  Head west.

Leonard will become Pinewood as you cross the bayou.
Turn right on to S. Lake Avenue.
Turn left at the stoplight on to River Street.
Turn right at Meridian Avenue at Exchange Street.

Near the corner of Meridian and Exchange, just steps west of the Spring Lake District 
Library, you will find a Michigan Historical Marker honoring artist/cartoonist 
Winsor McKay.  You are encouraged to read the plaque and peruse the library for 
details of McKay's interesting life and stunning images of his playful work. 

Continuing west at 102 W. Exchange you'll see the Barber School Community 
Building.  Built in 1855, Barber School has had a long journey.  In 1873 the building 
was purchased by Hunter Savidge and moved from the SE corner of Park and Liberty 
Streets to the Cutler and Savidge Lumber Mill, where it was used as a warehouse and 
later as the Spring Lake Yacht Club.  In 1987 the SL Heritage League moved the 
structure to its present location.  Today Barber School is used for Village Council 
meetings, community functions, and private gatherings.

Windsor McKay
Photos courtesy of: Spring Lake District Library
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Odawa/Battle Point Launch:  By June 30, 1883, unrelenting rains had engorged the 
Grand River. Eighty million feet of logs were catapulted downstream along with the 
remnants of several Grand Rapids bridges.  If booms designed to manage the logs 
failed, allowing logs to escape into Lake Michigan, it would have meant certain 
economic disaster for the entire region.  Lewis Cross captured the drama of the log 
jam in his painting of the Ottawa County Boom Company's makeshift swing used to 
channel rampaging logs into Stearns Bayou just east of this site.  The quick-thinking 
strategy saved the day and our future as a community.

Log Jam of 1883 painted by Lewis Cross.
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Turn left on School Street to enter Mill Point Park.

What is now Mill Point Park and Spring Lake's newly opened Grand River Greenway 
Walk, in 1870 was the site of the Cutler & Savidge Lumber Company covering the 
entire west end of Mill Point (SL).  Employing up to 500 men seasonally, Cutler & 
Savidge was one of the largest, most productive mills in the world during the 
lumbering era.  By the 1880s the Grand River Valley was logged out.  Hunter Savidge, 
a well-respected community leader, died in 1881.  Dwight Cutler went on to invest in 
resort properties serving early tourists to this area.

*Parking Available



Millhouse Bayou Bridge:  In the 1860s, a man named Somerset was returning from 
Grand Haven to his home near Millhouse Bayou when he heard a sound that horrified 
him.  A pack of hungry wolves was tracking his scent.  To distract the animals, Somerset 
tossed a package he had been carrying and rushed to where he knew a boat was moored.  
Somerset rowed to safety as night fell.

Over time, rudimentary bridges were built at that site.  When the War Department 
disallowed structures that filled the channel between the Grand River and Millhouse 
Bayou, a float bridge was constructed.  By 1907, wind, weather, and rot deteriorated that 
span.   Improvements thereafter were thwarted by marl and sand on the bridge, requiring 
cars to get a running start when attempting the crossing.  After countless problems, a new 
bridge was completed in 1915.

Photos courtesy of: Ottawa County Road Commission
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Charles Langlade

Exit Mill Point Park on School Street which connects to Savidge.  Head west and 
follow signage to Grand Haven via U.S.31 south.  Turn right on Coho Drive.

It is impossible to say where specifically, but in 1754 Charles Langlade established a 
fur trading post in this general neighborhood.  Langlade was awarded exclusive 
trading rights on the Grand River for the heroic role he played in the French Indian 
War, aided by Ottawa Indians he personally recruited from along the Grand.  Despite 
having been on the losing side of that conflict and being reprimanded when his troops 
killed, butchered, boiled, and ate a Miami Indian chief, Langlade maintained his 
status.  He oversaw seasonal operations here from 1754 through at least 1791, when 
explorer Hugh Heward recorded their meeting in his famous journal.  Here Charles 
Langlade is pictured on a commemorative coin issued by Langlade County in 
Wisconsin.

C. Langlade's house as seen at Fort Michilimackinac 


