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Agenda 

Planning and Policy Committee 
West Olive Administration Building – Board Room 
12220 Fillmore Street, West Olive, Michigan  49460 

Thursday, May 12, 2011 
9:30 AM 

 
         
Consent Items: 
 

1. Approval of the Agenda 
  
2. Approval of April 14, 2011 Planning and Policy Committee Minutes 

              
Action Items: 
 

3. Declaration of Restriction on Land Use at Eastmanville Bayou 
Suggested Motion: 
To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the Declaration of Restriction on 
Land Use placing restrictions on wetlands at the Eastmanville Bayou Open Space property as 
requested by the Corps of Engineers in conjunction with granting a permit for improvements 
at this site. 
 

Discussion Item: 
 
4. Military Service Credits Policy, Marie Waalkes 
 
5. Closed Session to Discuss Property Acquisition 

Suggested Motion: 
  To go into closed session for the purpose of discussing property acquisition. 

(2/3 roll call vote required) 
 
Adjournment 
 
Comments on the day’s business are to be limited to three (3) minutes. 



PLANNING & POLICY COMMITTEE 
 

        Proposed Minutes 
 
DATE:  April 14, 2011 
 
TIME:  9:30 a.m. 
 
PLACE: Fillmore Street Complex 
 
PRESENT: Dennis Swartout, Stu Visser, James Holtvluwer, Roger Rycenga 
 
ABSENT: Jane Ruiter 
 
STAFF & GUESTS: Alan Vanderberg, Administrator; Keith VerBeek, Assistant 

Administrator; Greg Rappleye, Corporate Counsel; Sherri Sayles, Deputy 
Clerk; John Scholtz, Parks & Recreation Director 

 
  SUBJECT:  CONSENT ITEMS 
 
PP 11-018 Motion:  To approve the agenda of today as presented and to approve the 

minutes of the March 10, 2011, meeting as presented. 
 Moved by:  Swartout     UNANIMOUS 
 
  SUBJECT:  INCLUDING OUR NEIGHBORS GRANT 
           AGREEMENT (ION) 
 
PP 11-019 Motion:  To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the 

Including Our Neighbors (ION) Grant agreement with United Cerebral 
Palsy of Michigan to fund the Animal Adaptations program at the Ottawa 
County Parks Nature Education Center with matching funds from the 
Parks and Recreation budget. 

 Moved by:  Holtvluwer    UNANIMOUS 
 
  SUBJECT:  UTILITY LINE EASEMENT 
 
PP 11-020 Motion:  To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the Dry 

Fire Line Utility Easement Agreement with Park Township. 
 Moved by:  Swartout     UNANIMOUS 
 
  SUBJECT:  CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS PROPERTY 
           ACQUISITION 
 
PP 11-021 Motion:  To go into Closed Session at 9:35 a.m. for the purpose of 

discussing property acquisition.  (2/3 roll call vote required). 
 Moved by:  Swartout     UNANIMOUS 
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 Roll call vote:  Yeas:  Swartout, Visser, Holtvluwer, Rycenga.  (4) 
 
PP 11-022 Motion:  To rise from Closed Session at 10:02 a.m. 
 Moved by:  Swartout     UNANIMOUS 
 
  SUBJECT:  ADJOURNMENT 
 
PP 11-023 Motion:  To adjourn at 10:03 a.m. 
 Moved by:  Holtvluwer    UNANIMOUS 
 
  



Form Last Revised 8/25/2010 

Action Request 
Committee: Planning and Policy Committee
Meeting Date: 5/12/2011 
Requesting Department: Parks and Recreation 
Submitted By: Keith Van Beek 
Agenda Item: Declaration of Restriction on Land Use at Eastmanville Bayou 

SUGGESTED MOTION:
To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the Declaration of Restriction on Land Use placing 
restrictions on wetlands at the Eastmanville Bayou Open Space property as requested by the Corps of Engineers 
in conjunction with granting a permit for improvements at this site. 

SUMMARY OF REQUEST:
Ottawa County Parks has been seeking a permit from the Army Corps of Engineers for over a year to make 
improvements at the Eastmanville Bayou Open Space property located near Eastmanville Bridge where 68th 
Avenue crosses the Grand River.  As part of the proposed project, a small boat launch will be constructed to 
provide access to Eastmanville Bayou.  This boat launch will negatively impact some wetlands along the 
shoreline.  To compensate for this wetland loss, the Corps of Engineers has requested Ottawa County’s approval 
of the attached Declaration of Restriction on Land Use which would guarantee we would not seek approval in the 
future to impact wetlands immediately adjacent to our project area.  Ottawa County Parks views this as a 
reasonable request which will not negatively impact future plans.   The Parks Commission recommends approval 
of the Declaration of Restriction on Land Use as presented. 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION:
Total Cost: $0.00 General Fund Cost: $0.00 Included in Budget:  Yes  No 
If not included in budget, recommended funding source:       

ACTION IS RELATED TO AN ACTIVITY WHICH IS:
 Mandated  Non-Mandated  New Activity 

ACTION IS RELATED TO STRATEGIC PLAN:
Goal: 3: To Contribute to a Healthy Physical, Economic, & Community Environment. 

Objective: 4:  Continue initiatives to positively impact the community. 

ADMINISTRATION RECOMMENDATION:  Recommended  Not Recommended  Without Recommendation 
County Administrator: 

Committee/Governing/Advisory Board Approval Date:                 
Alan G. Vanderberg Digitally signed by Alan G. Vanderberg

DN: cn=Alan G. Vanderberg, c=US, o=County of Ottawa, ou=Administrator's Office, email=avanderberg@miottawa.org
Reason: I am approving this document
Date: 2011.05.05 13:49:10 -04'00'



                                                                                                 Ottawa County Parks & 
         Recreation Commission 

12220 Fillmore St., West Olive, Michigan 49460 
(616) 738-4810 www.miottawa.org/parks 

       

MEMORANDUM

Date: July 19, 2010 

To: Ottawa County Board of Commissioners 

From: John Scholtz, Parks and Recreation Director 

RE: Declaration of Restriction on Land Use at Eastmanville Bayou 

Ottawa County Parks has been seeking a permit from the Army Corps of Engineers for over a 
year to make improvements at the Eastmanville Bayou Open Space property located near 
Eastmanville Bridge where 68th Avenue crosses the Grand River.  As part of the proposed project, 
a small boat launch will be constructed to provide access to Eastmanville Bayou.  This boat launch 
will negatively impact some wetlands along the shoreline.  To compensate for this wetland loss, 
the Corps of Engineers has requested Ottawa County’s approval of the attached Declaration of 
Restriction on Land Use which would guarantee we would not seek approval in the future to 
impact wetlands immediately adjacent to our project area.  Ottawa County Parks views this as a 
reasonable request which will not negatively impact future plans.   The Parks Commission 
recommends approval of the Declaration of Restriction on Land Use as presented. 

Proposed motion: 

To approve and authorize the Board Chair and Clerk to sign the Declaration of Restriction 
on Land Use placing restrictions on wetlands at the Eastmanville Bayou Open Space 
property as requested by the Corps of Engineers in conjunction with granting a permit for 
improvements at this site. 

This request relates to a non-mandated activity and supports Goal 3 of the Board of 
Commissioner’s Strategic Plan: To contribute to a healthy physical, economic, and community 
environment.
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PURCHASE OF MILITARY SERVICE CREDITS POLICY 

 
I. POLICY 

 
This policy outlines the eligibility of Ottawa County employees to purchase qualified active 
duty military service credits. 
 

A. Employees Eligible on or before January 1, 2009: 
 
The Ottawa County Board of Commissioners will approve allowing the purchase of up to 
four (4) years for active duty military service which occurred prior to January 1, 1999, for 
eligible benefited employees of the County who have at least ten (10) years of credited 
service with MERS.  Commissioners must have eight (8) years of credited service with 
MERS.1 
 
Eligible employees under this section will have up until January 1, 2014 (five years) to 
purchase eligible military service credits. Payment due from the employee prior to allowing 
the purchase is 5% of the last four quarters of earnings reported to MERS multiplied by the 
years and months to be credited. 
 

B. Employees Eligible after January 1, 2009: 
 
The Ottawa County Board of Commissioners will approve allowing the purchase of up to two 
(2) years for active duty military service which occurred prior to January 1, 1999, for eligible 
benefited employees of the County who have at least ten (10) years of credited service with 
MERS.  Commissioners must have eight (8) years of credited service with MERS. 
 
Eligible employees under this section will have up until January 1, 2024 (15 years) to 
purchase eligible military service credits.  Payment due from the employee prior to allowing 
the purchase is 5% of the last four quarters of earnings reported to MERS multiplied by the 
years and months to be credited. 
 

C. Employees hired after January 1, 2009: 
 
Employees hired after January 1, 2009 may purchase military service credits in accordance 
with the MERS military service credit policy.  The employee will be responsible for the full 
amount of the purchase with no employer contribution. 

  
Service will not be granted for active military time which is or could be used for obtaining or 
increasing a benefit from another retirement system, a copy of the military discharge papers 
must be filed with the Human Resources Department with payment from the employee.   
 
The Board of Commissioners further authorizes the submission of required individual 
Resolutions to MERS for implementation of this policy. 

                                                 
1 Members of the Board of Commissioners have an eight (8) year vesting period. 
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II. STATUTORY REFERENCES 

   
None  

 
 

III. COUNTY LEGISLATIVE OR HISTORICAL REFERENCES 
 

Board of Commissioners Resolution Number and Policy Adoption Date:  December 8, 1998, 
B/C 98-359, 98-409/ Date reviewed: September 19, 2001. 
 
Board of Commissioners Resolution Number and Policy Adoption Date:  September 23, 
2008, B/C 08-218 
 
Name and Date of Last Committee Review:  Planning and Policy, September 11, 2008 

 
 
 

IV. REVIEW PERIOD 
 
The Internal Policy Review Team will review this Policy at least once every two years, and 
will make recommendations for changes to the Planning & Policy Committee. 
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