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To All Ottawa County Commissioners: 
 
The Ottawa County Board of Commissioners will meet on Tuesday, September 13, 2011 at 1:30 p.m., for the 
regular September meeting of the Board at the Ottawa County Fillmore Street Complex in West Olive, Michigan. 
 
The Agenda is as follows: 
 
1. Call to Order by the Chairperson 
 
2. Invocation – Commissioner Visser 
 
3. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 
4. Roll Call 
 
5. Presentation of Petitions and Communications 
 
6. Public Comments and Communications from County Staff 

 
7. Approval of Agenda 
 
8. Actions and Reports 
 

A. Consent Resolutions: 
 
 From the County Clerk 

1. Board of Commissioners Meeting Minutes 
   Suggested Motion:    

   To approve the Minutes of the August 26, 2011 Board of Commissioners Meeting. 
 

2. Payroll 
   Suggested Motion: 

   To authorize the payroll of September 13, 2011 in the amount of $___________________.  
 

3. Correspondence Log 419 
Suggested Motion: 
To receive for information the Correspondence Log. 



 
From the Finance and Administration Committee       

4. Monthly Accounts Payable for August 15, 2011 through August 31, 2011 
 Suggested Motion: 

To approve the general claims in the amount of $7,791,902.23 as presented by the summary 
report for August 15, 2011 through August 31, 2011. 
 

B. Action Items:  
 

From the Planning and Policy Committee 
5. Bid Tabulation – Connor Bayou Park Improvements 

Suggested Motion: 
To receive bids for the Connor Bayou Park Improvement Project and accept the low bid 
from Apex Contractors, Inc. at the negotiated price of $535,631 with funding from the Parks 
and Recreation budget. 
 

6. Pigeon River Fish Habitat Improvements Grant Agreement 
 Suggested Motion: 

To approve and authorize the Board Chair and Clerk to sign the Partners for Fish and 
Wildlife Habitat Development Agreement with the United States Fish & Wildlife Service to 
fund fish habitat improvements on the Pigeon River with matching funds provided by the 
Drain Commission and private sources. 
 

C. Appointments: None 
 
D. Discussion Items:  

 
7. Closed Session 

Suggested Motion: 
To go into closed session for the purpose of discussing property acquisition. 

  (2/3 roll call vote required) 
 

9. Report of the County Administrator 
  
10. General Information, Comments, and Meetings Attended 
 
11. Public Comments 
 
12. Adjournment 



OTTAWA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
ADDITION TO AGENDA 
Tuesday, September 13, 2011 

1:30 PM 
 

B. Action Items:   
 

From Planning and Policy Committee 
8. Resolution/Agreement with MDOT to Provide Pass-Through Funding 

for Specialized Transportation Services (Georgetown Seniors and 
Pioneer Resources) 
Suggested Motion: 
To approve and authorize the Board Chair and Clerk to sign the 
resolution and Agreement with MDOT to provide pass-through 
funding for specialized transportation services (Georgetown Seniors 
and Pioneer Resources). 

 
D. Discussion Items:  

 
From Administration 

9. Closed Session 
Suggested Motion: 
To go into closed session for the purpose of discussing labor negotiations. 
(2/3 roll call vote required) 

 



 
PROPOSED 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE OTTAWA COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AUGUST SESSION – SECOND DAY 
 

The Ottawa County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, August 23, 
2011, at 1:30 p.m. and was called to order by the Chair. 
 
Mr. Holtrop pronounced in the invocation. 
 
The Clerk led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
Present at roll call:  Messrs. Visser, Kuyers, Swartout, Mrs. Ruiter, 
Messrs. DeJong, Rycenga, Baumann, Disselkoen, Karsten, Holtrop, 
Holtvluwer.  (11) 
 
Public Comments and Communication from County Staff 
 
Kenneth David, Grand Haven Township, addressed the Board over 
concerns with four Action Items on today’s agenda dealing with the Parks 
and Recreation bid tabulations and the Pumphouse Museum proposal.  He 
questioned why bids were be taken and accepted when the County is 
$800,000 in arrears.  He also stated he is unable to find the 2009 and 2010 
Fiscal Services Annual Report on the website. 
 
The Administrator explained these are Park issues and the citizens voted 
for the Parks millage.  This money cannot be used to balance other 
budgets.  He also explained that the County is not $800,000 in arrears and 
that Administration is working on next year’s budget and will have a 
balanced budget to present to the Board soon. 

 
B/C 11-181 Mr. Rycenga moved to approve the agenda of today as presented and 

amended removing Discussion Item #20 – Closed Session.  The motion 
passed. 

 
B/C 11-182 Mr. Holtrop moved to approve the following Consent Resolutions: 
 

1. To approve the Minutes of the August 9, 2011 Board of 
Commissioners Meeting. 

 
2. To authorize the payroll of August 23, 2011 in the amount of $575.66. 

 
3. To approve the general claims in the amount of $3,657,785.13 as 

presented by the summary report for August 1, 2011 through August 
12, 2011. 



 
4. To approve the appropriation changes greater than $50,000 and those 

approved by the Administrator and Fiscal Services Director for 
$50,000 or less which changed the total appropriation from the 
amended budget for the month of July, 2011. 

 
The motion passed as shown by the following votes:  Yeas:  Messrs. 
DeJong, Visser, Swartout, Holtvluwer, Mrs. Ruiter, Messrs. Disselkoen, 
Baumann, Holtrop, Karsten, Rycenga, Kuyers.  (11) 
 
 

B/C 11-183 Mr. Rycenga moved to approve the 2011 CHOSE (Communities Helping 
Ottawa Obtain a Safe Environment) Program Evaluation.  The motion 
passed. 

 
B/C 11-184 Mr. Rycenga moved to receive bids for the Macatawa Green Space 

Restoration Project and accept the low bid from Top Grade Construction 
Management LLC at the negotiated price of $707,430.50 with funding 
from the Parks and Recreation budget in the amount of $100,000 and a 
grant from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in the amount of 
$646,800.  The Motion passed as shown by the following votes:  Yeas:  
Messrs. Visser, Holtvluwer, Disselkoen, Holtrop, Mrs. Ruiter, Messrs. 
Karsten, DeJong, Rycenga, Swartout, Baumann, Kuyers.  (11) 

 
B/C 11-185 Mr. Rycenga moved to receive bids for the Olive Shores Park 

Improvement Project and accept the low bid from Visser Brothers, Inc. in 
the amount of $580,857.24 with funding split evenly from the Parks and 
Recreation budget and a grant from the Michigan Natural Resources Trust 
Fund.  The motion passed as shown by the following votes:  Yeas:  Mrs. 
Ruiter, Messrs. Bauman, DeJong, Karsten, Swartout, Holtvluwer, 
Rycenga, Holtrop, Disselkoen, Visser, Kuyers.  (11) 

 
B/C 11-186 Mr. Rycenga moved to receive bids for the Pine Bend Parking 

Improvement Project and accept the low bid from Denny’s Excavating in 
the amount of $51,000 with funding from the Parks and Recreation 
budget.  The motion passed as shown by the following votes:  Yeas:  
Messrs. DeJong, Rycenga, Baumann, Disselkoen, Holtvluwer, Visser, 
Holtrop, Swartout, Karsten, Mrs. Ruiter, Mr. Kuyers.  (11) 

 
B/C 11-187 Mr. Rycenga moved to approve and authorize the Board Chair and Clerk 

to sign the Resolution supporting the proposal by the Historic Ottawa 
Society to create a museum at the pumphouse building located with the 
Historic Ottawa Beach Parks.  County funding is contingent upon the 
Historic Ottawa Beach Society raising the balance of the funds for the 
project.  The motion passed as shown by the following votes:  Yeas:  



Messrs. Swartout, Holtvluwer, Visser, Holtrop, Karsten, Disselkoen, 
Baumann, Rycenga, DeJong, Mrs. Ruiter, Mr. Kuyers.  (11) 

 
B/C 11-188 Mr. Swartout moved to approve and authorize the Board Chair and Clerk 

to sign the Agreement for Property Assessment Administration Services 
with the City of Grand Haven.  The motion passed as shown by the 
following votes:  Yeas:  Mr. Holtvluwer, Mrs. Ruiter, Messrs. Holtrop, 
Rycenga, Disselkoen, Baumann, Visser, Karsten, DeJong, Swartout, 
Kuyers.  (11) 

 
B/C 11-189 Mr. Swartout moved to approve the request from Equalization to create 

one (1) FTE Appraiser III (Group T, Paygrade 13, C Step) at a cost of 
$60,991.  Funding to come from the City of Grand Haven pursuant to the 
Agreement for Property Assessment Administration Services.  This 
position will sunset two (2) years from the effective date of the 
Agreement.  It may be renewed thereafter for up to five (5) successive one 
(1) year terms by mutual written agreement of the parties.  The motion 
passed as shown by the following votes:  Yeas:  Messrs. Rycenga, 
DeJong, Karsten, Mrs. Ruiter, Messrs. Baumann, Visser, Swartout, 
Holtvluwer, Disselkoen, Holtrop, Kuyers.  (11) 

 
B/C 11-190 Mr. Swartout moved to approve the request to reclassify the position of 

1.0 FTE Staff Psychiatrist (Unclassified, Paygrade 19) to 1.0 FTE 
Community Mental Health Medical Director (Unclassified, Paygrade 25) 
at a cost of $36,968.00.  Funding for this position to come from Medicaid 
funds.  The motion passed as shown by the following votes:  Yeas:  
Messrs. Holtrop, Holtvluwer, Swartout, Baumann, Visser, Disselkoen, 
Karsten, Mrs. Ruiter, Messrs. Rycenga, DeJong, Kuyers.  (11) 

 
B/C 11-191 Mr. Swartout moved to approve the request from the Public Health 

Department to increase a .8 FTE Environmental Health Specialist (Group 
T, Paygrade 14) at a 1.0 FTE Environmental Health Specialist (Group T, 
Paygrade 14), at a cost of $12,900.  Funding to come from a grant through 
the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality.  Position to sunset 
September 2012.  The motion passed as shown by the following votes:  
Yeas:  Messrs. Karsten, Disselkoen, Holtrop, Visser, Holtvluwer, DeJong, 
Mrs. Ruiter, Messrs. Swartout, Rycenga, Baumann, Kuyers.  (11) 

 
B/C 11-192 Mr. Swartout moved to receive for comment the Fund Balance Policy.  

(First Reading)  The motion passed. 
 
B/C 11-193 Mr. Swartout moved to approve the nomination of Marcie VerBeek as 

Officer Delegate, Marie Waalkes as alternate Officer Delegate, Erin 
Rotman as Employee Delegate, and Tami Harvey as alternate Employee 
Delegate to the MERS 65th Annual Meeting to be held September 27 – 29, 
2011 in Traverse City, Michigan.  The motion passed as shown by the 



following votes:  Yeas:  Messrs. Disselkoen, Karsten, DeJong, Holtrop, 
Visser, Swartout, Mrs. Ruiter, Messrs. Rycenga, Holtvluwer, Baumann, 
Kuyers.  (11) 

 
B/C 11-194 Mr. Swartout moved to approve the purchase of three (3) years of MERS 

generic service credit for $56,079 (total cost to be paid by employee, 
Anthony Boersema). 

 
 Total Cost:  $56,079.00 
 Employer Cost: $         0.00 
 Employee Cost: $56,079.00 
  
 The motion passed as shown by the following votes:  Yeas:  Messrs. 

DeJong, Visser, Swartout, Holtvluwer, Mrs. Ruiter, Messrs. Disselkoen, 
Baumann, Holtrop, Rycenga, Kuyers.  (10) 

 
 Nays:  Mr. Karsten.  (1) 
 
B/C 11-195 Mr. Swartout moved to approve the purchase of five (5) years of MERS 

generic service credit for $77,420.00 (total cost to be paid by employee, 
Sarah A. Flick). 

 
 Total Cost:  $77,420.00 
 Employer Cost: $         0.00 
 Employee Cost: $77,420.00 
  
 The motion passed as shown by the following votes:  Yeas:  Messrs. 

Visser, Holtvluwer, Disselkoen, Holtrop, Mrs. Ruiter, Messrs. DeJong, 
Rycenga, Swartout, Baumann, Kuyers.  (10) 

 
 Nays:  Mr. Karsten.  (1) 
 
B/C 11-196 Mr. Swartout moved to approve the Infrastructure Revolving Loan Fund 

Application from the Ottawa County Road Commission (OCRC) & 
Wright Township in the amount of $485,000 for the purpose of rebuilding 
the 8th Avenue Bridge in Wright Township, contingent upon:  (a) receipt 
of approval of adequate bridge funding from the MDOT; (b) agreement 
between Ottawa County and Wright Township on the terms and conditions 
of a loan agreement and a promissory note.  The motion passed as shown 
by the following votes:  Yeas:  Messrs. Swartout, Holtvluwer, Visser, 
Holtrop, Karsten, Disselkoen, Baumann, Rycenga, DeJong, Mrs. Ruiter, 
Mr. Kuyers.  (11) 

 
B/C 11-197 Mr. Swartout moved to approve the proposed changes to the Food 

Inspection Program fees, new fees:  Temporary Food Service 
Establishment Revisit/Extended Visit:  $50.00, Enforcement Fee:  



$255.00, Administrative Consultation Fee:  $300.00, and fee reduction:  
Compliance Conference Fee $200.00 (current fee is $300.00).  The motion 
passed as shown by the following votes:  Yeas:  Mrs. Ruiter, Messrs. 
Baumann, DeJong, Karsten, Swartout, Holtvluwer, Rycenga, Holtrop, 
Disselkoen, Visser, Kuyers.  (11) 

 
 The County Administrator’s report was presented. 
 
 Several Commissioners commented on meetings attended and future 

meetings to be held. 
 
 Public Comments 
 
 Dr. Michael Brashears, CMH Director, addressed the Board on the recent 

articles that were published in the newspapers regarding the drafted state 
mental health plan providing services for those who use Medicare and 
Medicaid.  40% of the Ottawa County clients would no longer be managed 
by CMH but rather an HMO such as BCBS.  Dr. Brashers has hosted 
Community forums to explain what the possible outcomes could be. 

 
 Kenneth David, Grand Haven Township, questioned funding for the 

Wright Township bridge project.  The Administrator explained there are 
57 different funds in the County which Fiscal Services oversees.  There 
are specific laws dealing on how special millage funds can be used.  He 
stated anyone with funding questions can come in and the process will be 
explained.   

 
 Paul Geelings, Drain Commissioner, reported the Business 96 loop in 

Zeeland City will be closing the weekend after Labor Day. 
 
B/C 11-198 Mr. Disselkoen moved to adjourn at 2:14 p.m. subject to the call of the 

Chair.  The motion passed. 
 
 DANIEL C. KRUEGER, Clerk PHILIP KUYERS, Chairman 
 Of the Board of Commissioners Of the Board of Commissioners 



Form Last Revised 8/25/2010 

Action Request 
Committee: Board of Commissioners
Meeting Date: 9/13/2011 
Requesting Department: County Clerk 
Submitted By: Bob Spaman 
Agenda Item: Payroll

SUGGESTED MOTION:
To authorize the payroll of  September 13, 2011 in the amount of $___________________.  

SUMMARY OF REQUEST:
To pay the current payroll of the members of the Ottawa County Board of Commissioners. Pursuant to MCL 
46.11, the Board of Commissioners is authorized to provide for and manage the ongoing business affairs of the 
County.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION:
Total Cost:       General Fund Cost:       Included in Budget:  Yes  No 
If not included in budget, recommended funding source:       

ACTION IS RELATED TO AN ACTIVITY WHICH IS:
 Mandated  Non-Mandated  New Activity 

ACTION IS RELATED TO STRATEGIC PLAN:
Goal:
1: To Maintain and Improve the Strong Financial Position of the County. 
2: To Maintain and Enhance Communication with Citizens, Employees, and Other Stakeholders. 
3: To Contribute to a Healthy Physical, Economic, & Community Environment. 
4: To Continually Improve the County’s Organization and Services. 

Objective:       

ADMINISTRATION RECOMMENDATION:  Recommended  Not Recommended  Without Recommendation 
County Administrator: 

Committee/Governing/Advisory Board Approval Date:         
Alan G. Vanderberg Digitally signed by Alan G. Vanderberg

DN: cn=Alan G. Vanderberg, c=US, o=County of Ottawa, ou=Administrator's Office, email=avanderberg@miottawa.org
Reason: I am approving this document
Date: 2011.03.02 09:03:46 -05'00'



Form Last Revised 8/25/2010 

Action Request 
Committee: Board of Commissioners
Meeting Date: 9/13/2011 
Requesting Department: County Clerk 
Submitted By: Keith Van Beek 
Agenda Item: Correspondence Log 419 

SUGGESTED MOTION:
To receive for information the Correspondence Log. 

SUMMARY OF REQUEST:

FINANCIAL INFORMATION:
Total Cost: $0.00 General Fund Cost: $0.00 Included in Budget:  Yes  No 
If not included in budget, recommended funding source:       

ACTION IS RELATED TO AN ACTIVITY WHICH IS:
 Mandated  Non-Mandated  New Activity 

ACTION IS RELATED TO STRATEGIC PLAN:
Goal:       

Objective:       

ADMINISTRATION RECOMMENDATION:  Recommended  Not Recommended  Without Recommendation 
County Administrator: 

Committee/Governing/Advisory Board Approval Date:         
Alan G. Vanderberg

Digitally signed by Alan G. Vanderberg 
DN: cn=Alan G. Vanderberg, c=US, o=County of Ottawa, ou=Administrator's Office, email=avanderberg@miottawa.org 
Reason: I am approving this document 
Date: 2011.08.03 14:42:41 -04'00'
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Form Last Revised 8/25/2010 

Action Request 
Committee: Board of Commissioners
Meeting Date: 9/13/2011 
Requesting Department: Fiscal Services 
Submitted By: Bob Spaman 
Agenda Item: Monthly Accounts Payable for August 15, 2011 through 
August 31, 2011 

SUGGESTED MOTION:
To approve the general claims in the amount of $7,791,902.23 as presented by the summary report for  
August 15, 2011 through August 31, 2011. 

SUMMARY OF REQUEST:
Approve vendor payments in accordance with the Ottawa County Purchasing Policy. 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION:
Total Cost: $7,791,902.23 General Fund Cost: $7,791,902.23 Included in Budget:  Yes  No 
If not included in budget, recommended funding source:       

ACTION IS RELATED TO AN ACTIVITY WHICH IS:
 Mandated  Non-Mandated  New Activity 

ACTION IS RELATED TO STRATEGIC PLAN:
Goal: 1: To Maintain and Improve the Strong Financial Position of the County. 

Objective:
1:  Advocate on legislative issues to maintain and improve the financial position of the County. 
2:  Implement processes and strategies to deal with operational budget deficits. 
3:  Reduce the negative impact of rising employee benefit costs on the budget. 
4:  Maintain or improve bond ratings. 

ADMINISTRATION RECOMMENDATION:  Recommended  Not Recommended  Without Recommendation 
County Administrator: 

Committee/Governing/Advisory Board Approval Date:           
Alan G. Vanderberg

Digitally signed by Alan G. Vanderberg 
DN: cn=Alan G. Vanderberg, c=US, o=County of Ottawa, ou=Administrator's Office, email=avanderberg@miottawa.org 
Reason: I am approving this document 
Date: 2011.09.07 14:37:24 -04'00'



County of Ottawa 
Fiscal Services Department

Robert Spaman
Fiscal Services Director

Marvin Hinga
Fiscal Services Assistant Director 

12220 Fillmore Street • Room 331 • West Olive, Michigan   49460  West Olive (616) 738-4847
 Fax (616) 738-4098

 e-mail:  rspaman@miottawa.org 
mhinga@miottawa.org 

www.miottawa.org

To:  Board of Commissioners 

From:  Robert Spaman, Fiscal Services Director 

Subject: Accounts Payable Listing – August 15, 2011 to August 31, 2011 

Date:  September 2, 2011 

I have reviewed the Accounts Payable Listing for August 15 through August 31, 2011.  The 
expenditures are general payments that are routine to Ottawa County.

If you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact me. 











Form Last Revised 8/25/2010 

Action Request 
Committee: Board of Commissioners
Meeting Date: 9/13/2011 
Requesting Department: Parks and Recreation 
Submitted By: Keith Van Beek 
Agenda Item: Bid Tabulation – Connor Bayou Park Improvements

SUGGESTED MOTION:
To receive bids for the Connor Bayou Park Improvement Project and accept the low bid from Apex Contractors, 
Inc. at the negotiated price of $535,631 with funding from the Parks and Recreation budget.  

SUMMARY OF REQUEST:
The Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Commission is in the process of soliciting bids for the Connor Bayou 
Park Improvement Project to develop first phase park improvements at this currently undeveloped county park.
The bids are due on September 1 and a contractor recommendation will be presented to the Parks Commission 
on September 7 and the Planning and Policy Committee meeting on September 8.   

FINANCIAL INFORMATION:
Total Cost: $535,631.00 General Fund Cost: $0.00 Included in Budget:  Yes  No 
If not included in budget, recommended funding source: Parks and Recreation Budget 

ACTION IS RELATED TO AN ACTIVITY WHICH IS:
 Mandated  Non-Mandated  New Activity 

ACTION IS RELATED TO STRATEGIC PLAN:
Goal: 3: To Contribute to a Healthy Physical, Economic, & Community Environment. 

Objective: 4:  Continue initiatives to positively impact the community. 

ADMINISTRATION RECOMMENDATION:  Recommended  Not Recommended  Without Recommendation 
County Administrator: 

Committee/Governing/Advisory Board Approval Date: Planning and Policy Committee 9/8/2011         
Alan G. Vanderberg

Digitally signed by Alan G. Vanderberg 
DN: cn=Alan G. Vanderberg, c=US, o=County of Ottawa, ou=Administrator's Office, email=avanderberg@miottawa.org 
Reason: I am approving this document 
Date: 2011.09.01 11:17:53 -04'00'



                                                                                                 Ottawa County Parks & 
         Recreation Commission 

12220 Fillmore St., West Olive, Michigan 49460 
(616) 738-4810 www.miottawa.org/parks 

       

MEMORANDUM

Date: September 8, 2011 

To: Ottawa County Board of Commissioners 

From: John Scholtz, Parks and Recreation Director 

RE: Bid Tabulation – Connor Bayou Park Improvements  

The Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Commission is in the process of soliciting bids for the 
Connor Bayou Park Improvement Project to develop first phase park improvements at this 
currently undeveloped county park.  The bids are due on September 1 and a contractor 
recommendation will be presented to the Parks Commission on September 7 and the Planning 
and Policy Committee meeting on September 8.   

Proposed motion: 

To receive and forward to the Board of Commissioners bids for the Connor Bayou Park 
Improvement Project and accept the low bid from Apex Contractors, Inc. at the negotiated 
price of $535,631 with funding from the Parks and Recreation budget.

This request relates to a non-mandated activity and supports Goal 3 of the Board of 
Commissioner’s Strategic Plan: To contribute to a healthy physical, economic, and community 
environment. 
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9740.0250 Connor Bayou MP and Day Use 09/08/2011

ACTUAL BID COSTS

Base Bid - Apex Contractors $568,000.00

Adjustments  based on unit prices

Add Alternate - Remove wood shelter $3,000.00
Add Alternate - Pave Rental Facility Parking $21,000.00
Add Alternate - Pave Day Use Parking $29,000.00
Add Alternate - New Roof on existing cabin $16,500.00
Deduct Special boardwalk footings ($18,000.00)
Reduce Chips and Fines Path Surfacing ($12,285.00)
Reduce Special Grass Paver turnaround ($14,000.00)
Delete Kayak launch dock ($40,234.00)
Deduct  Pit toilet ($7,000.00)
Delete 5 Benches ($5,350.00)
Reduce Landscaping ($5,000.00)

Potential Adjustments Total -$32,369.00

Proposed Contract Amount $535,631.00



Form Last Revised 8/25/2010 

Action Request 
Committee: Board of Commissioners
Meeting Date: 9/13/2011 
Requesting Department: Parks and Recreation 
Submitted By: Keith Van Beek 
Agenda Item: Pigeon River Fish Habitat Improvements Grant Agreement  

SUGGESTED MOTION:
To approve and authorize the Board Chair and Clerk to sign the Partners for Fish and Wildlife Habitat 
Development Agreement with the United States Fish & Wildlife Service to fund fish habitat improvements on 
the Pigeon River with matching funds provided by the Drain Commission and private sources. 

SUMMARY OF REQUEST:
The Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Commission recommends approval of the Partners for Fish and 
Wildlife Habitat Development Agreement through the United States Fish & Wildlife Service to fund fish habitat 
improvements on the Pigeon River at Pigeon Creek Park and an adjoining private property.  Ottawa County 
Parks will be serving as a pass through entity for the grant funds which will benefit Pigeon Creek Park by 
improving fish habitat and stabilizing eroding river banks which are causing sedimentation in the river.  The 
Ottawa County Drain Commission will provide $7,500 toward the project which includes funds for removal of 
tree obstructions which are also causing sedimentation problems. 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION:
Total Cost: $7,500.00 General Fund Cost: $0.00 Included in Budget:  Yes  No 
If not included in budget, recommended funding source: Soil and Sedimentation Fund 

ACTION IS RELATED TO AN ACTIVITY WHICH IS:
 Mandated  Non-Mandated  New Activity 

ACTION IS RELATED TO STRATEGIC PLAN:
Goal: 3: To Contribute to a Healthy Physical, Economic, & Community Environment. 

Objective: 4:  Continue initiatives to positively impact the community. 

ADMINISTRATION RECOMMENDATION:  Recommended  Not Recommended  Without Recommendation 
County Administrator: 

Committee/Governing/Advisory Board Approval Date: Planning and Policy Committee 9/8/2011         
Alan G. Vanderberg

Digitally signed by Alan G. Vanderberg 
DN: cn=Alan G. Vanderberg, c=US, o=County of Ottawa, ou=Administrator's Office, email=avanderberg@miottawa.org 
Reason: I am approving this document 
Date: 2011.09.01 11:19:10 -04'00'



                                                                                                 Ottawa County Parks & 
         Recreation Commission 

12220 Fillmore St., West Olive, Michigan 49460 
(616) 738-4810 www.miottawa.org/parks 

       

MEMORANDUM

Date: August 29, 2011 

To: Ottawa County Board of Commissioners 

From: John Scholtz, Parks and Recreation Director 

RE: Pigeon River Fish Habitat Improvements Grant Agreement  

The Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Commission recommends approval of the Partners for 
Fish and Wildlife Habitat Development Agreement through the United States Fish & Wildlife 
Service to fund fish habitat improvements on the Pigeon River at Pigeon Creek Park and an 
adjoining private property.  Ottawa County Parks will be serving as a pass through entity for the 
grant funds which will benefit Pigeon Creek Park by improving fish habitat and stabilizing 
eroding river banks which are causing sedimentation in the river.  The Ottawa County Drain 
Commission will provide $7,500 toward the project which includes funds for removal of tree 
obstructions which are also causing sedimentation problems.   

Proposed motion: 

To approve and authorize the Board Chairperson and Clerk to sign the Partners for Fish 
and Wildlife Habitat Development Agreement with the United States Fish & Wildlife 
Service to fund fish habitat improvements on the Pigeon River with matching funds 
provided by the Drain Commission and private sources.

This request relates to a non-mandated activity and supports Goal 3 of the Board of 
Commissioner’s Strategic Plan: To contribute to a healthy physical, economic, and community 
environment. 



            PARTNERS FOR FISH AND WILDLIFE 
      HABITAT DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT

This Agreement between County of Ottawa  (Cooperator(s)) 
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is authorized 
by the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, 16 U.S.C. Sections 
661-666c, the Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956, 16 U.S.C. 742a-
j, and the Partners for Fish and Wildlife Act (Pub. L. 109-
294).

The Service and the Cooperator(s) agree to carry out certain wildlife management practices and habitat 
developments on land owned by the Cooperator(s) as described in the attached Project Plan and identified 
on the attached map and/or aerial photograph. 

The Cooperator(s) agrees to join as a participant in a wildlife habitat development program and grants to 
the Service the authority to carry out wildlife habitat developments, or agrees to personally carry out 
wildlife habitat development and management activities with financial or material support, as described in 
the Project Plan.  Any supplies, equipment or direct payment from the Service to the Cooperator(s) for 
carrying out the wildlife habitat developments are also listed in the Project Plan. 

The Cooperator(s) further agrees: 

1. To assume responsibility for securing federal, state and local permits needed to carry out the 
proposed habitat development project.   

2. To allow the wildlife habitat development project described in the Project Plan to remain in place 
for a period of __10___ years from the date of the Cooperator’s signature on this Agreement. 

3. To allow the Service or its representatives reasonable access to the described property for the 
period of this Agreement in order to complete the agreed upon habitat development project and to 
make periodic inspections of the habitat development for program monitoring purposes. 

4. To complete payment in full to any contractor(s) and/or vendor(s) for agreed upon services and/or 
materials related to the project, once the project has been finished and approved by the Service or 
its representative.  

5. To provide to the Service copies of all bids, invoices and receipts associated with the project.

6. To notify the Service in writing at least 30 days before closing of any planned sale or other 
change in the ownership of the described property. 

7. To complete all cooperator(s) responsibilities as listed in Section III of the Project Plan.  

8. The performance period for completing all restoration practices and submitting all invoices for 
payment to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for this project may not exceed September 30, 
2012, without modification of this contract.  
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U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

Region 3 Assistance Agreement 
HabITS # 
DCN # 
Budget fund acct. 31730-1121-03HR 
$ Amount 10,000.00 
ABC code W-4
Budget object code 411-C



The Service further agrees: 

Upon satisfactory completion of the project, and sufficient documentation of projects expenses incurred 
by the cooperator, to reimburse the cooperator for documented expenses not to exceed $_10,000.00__.

The Service assumes no authority over the described property for purposes of controlling trespass, for 
controlling noxious weeds, for identifying or removing pre-existing hazards including waste materials, for 
granting rights of way, or for any other incidents of ownership.  The Service also assumes no liability for 
property damage or injuries to people not caused by its own negligence, and any claims shall be processed 
in accordance with the Federal Tort Claims Act.  The Cooperator(s) shall own all of the completed or 
installed developments and shall be solely responsible for paying all taxes and assessments on the 
described property. 

A fiscal year appropriation may be obligated only to meet a legitimate, or bona fide, need arising in, or in 
some cases arising prior to, but continuing to exist in, the fiscal year for which the appropriation was 
made.  The project defined in the attached project plan clearly describes a bona fide need of the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service mission.  Completion of this work may extend beyond the typical fiscal year 
limitations, and/or beyond the original performance period due to unforeseen weather and environmental 
conditions, which is therefore considered a bona fide need. 

This Agreement may be modified at any time by mutual written consent of the parties.  It may be 
terminated by either party upon 30 days advance written notice to the other party.  However, if the 
Cooperator(s) terminates the Agreement before its expiration, or if the Cooperator(s) should fail to 
maintain the wildlife habitat development for the length of the Agreement, then the Cooperator(s) agrees 
to reimburse the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service prior to final termination for the pro-rated costs of all 
habitat development projects placed on the described land through this Agreement.  For these purposes 
the total cost of the development projects to the United States are agreed to be $  10,000.00.

"Spatial Information Sharing: In accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974, permission must be 
obtained from the cooperator before any personal information can be released.  The only 
information that can be shared is payment information that is otherwise authorized by law.  
Therefore, your consent is requested to allow for sharing of spatial information about this 
project solely with conservation cooperators providing technical or financial assistance with the 
restoration, enhancement or management of fish and wildlife habit. 

I consent to having spatial information about this project shared with other conservation cooperators 

I do not wish to have any spatial information about this project shared with other conservation         
cooperators”
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COOPERATOR(S)                U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE  

___________________________________ ____________________________________ 
Cooperator(s)              Project Manager 

__________________________________ ____________________________________ 
(Print Name)          (Printed name) 

___________________________________ ____________________________________ 
(Date)      (Date) 

___________________________________ ____________________________________ 
Cooperator(s)              Contracting Officer 

____________________________________ ____________________________________ 
(Print Name)     (Printed name) 

___________________________________ ____________________________________ 
(Date)       (Date) 
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program  

PROJECT PLAN

I. Landowner Information:

Name: County of Ottawa

Address: 12220 Fillmore St

City West Olive    State: MI   , Zip code   49460           .    

Telephone Number(s):   616/738-4808 John Scholtz

II. Description of land:

County:  Ottawa      Township name:   Olive    Township:  6N   ,  Range:   15W   ,  Section(s):    8 & 9        .

Street name, Town/Village   West Olive east of 136th Ave                UTM Coordinates:  -86.10067, 42.92503                                         

Attach maps and aerial photograph 

Project Type:    Wetland            acres;   Grassland          acres;     * Riparian Corridor      60     feet 
  Instream/Fish Passage   1950         feet;   Sensitive and/or rare habitat      acres  
 Other habitat (describe)                                                           acres (or other units)              

III. Project Plan:

A. Description of Habitat Development or Design (see attached maps and drawings)

 The project consists of:   

Four habitat project areas within a 1950 foot stretch of the Pigeon River on Turkey City Partnerships and Pigeon 
Creek Park (Ottawa County Parks property). Problem timber will be cleared and re-inserted in the river as habitat 
and to repair bank failure.  Site 1 will include 60 feet of riprap to tie into existing, successful riprap.  Sites 2 and 3 
will be timber revetments, will use brush to encourage deposition and timber to repair a bank failure.  Site 4 will 
include a stone vane to deflect river current from an eroding sand bank.  All exposed/visible material will be natural 
to improve aesthetics; any unnatural materials such as cable, limestone or geotextiles should be buried or submerged 
to be out of sight.  See attached materials for design specifications.    

 The Service, or a partner under written agreement, will:  

1. Review the design and oversee completion of the project as described above and in attached 
documents. 

2. Upon completion of the project, conduct a final inspection with the contractor and review maintenance 
and management requirements with the Cooperator. 

3. Reimburse the Cooperator   for itemized project costs not to exceed $10,000.00 once documentation of 
paid services has been made.  Any excess cost will be the responsibility of the Cooperator  

4. Conduct periodic monitoring of the project during the life of the agreement. 

The Cooperator(s) will: 
1. Keep the projects in place for the 10 years. 
2. Annually inspect project area and report any failure or damage to the Service. 
3. Obtain contractors and pay all invoices associated with this project.  
4. Supply the Service with a written statement requesting reimbursement (not to exceed $10,000.00) and 

copies of all paid invoices and/or receipts. 
5. Obtain all permits associated with this project. 



B. Description of Habitat Management Goals and Objectives for the project:

 Enhance instream fish habitat and riparian conditions for spawning cold water fish species both 
anadromous and indigenous species such as trout and salmon. 

V. Partner cost share funds/in-kind services:

Partner  Equipment Materials Funds  Inkind Services Total Cost 

USFWS  $____________ $____________ $ 10,000.00 $____________ $ 10,000.00
Private Citizen  $____________ $____________ $   2,400.00 $____________ $   2,400.00
Ottawa County
Drain Comm. $____________ $____________ $   7,500.00 $____________ $   7,500.00
StreamworksLLC $____________ $____________ $____________ $ 1,200.00 $   1,200.00
Turkey City $500.00tractor $____________ $____________ $____________ $      500.00

USFWS Cost:  $ 10,000.00           Total Project Cost:  $ 21,600.00

If there are any questions regarding the habitat development agreement or the Project Plan, please contact  the: 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Gib King 
Michigan Private Lands Office     
2651 Coolidge Rd. Suite 101 
Phone: (517)351-2241 
E-mail: gib_king@fws.gov 

I/we have received and agree to this Project Plan prepared by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

COOPERATOR(S)                U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE  

___________________________________ ____________________________________ 
Cooperator(s)              Project Manager 

Philip Kuyers, Ottawa County Board Chair Gib King, USFWS_____________________
(Printed name(s))    (Printed name) 

___________________________________ ____________________________________ 
(Date)      (Date) 

___________________________________         
Cooperator               

_John Scholtz, Ottawa Parks and Recreation Director
(Printed name)           

____________________________________  
(Date)       



OTTAWA COUNTY  
STATE OF MICHIGAN 

 
RESOLUTION  

 
At a regular meeting of the Ottawa County Board of Commissioners, held at the Fillmore 

Complex in the Township of Olive, Michigan on September 13, 2011 at ______ o’clock p.m. 

local time. 

PRESENT: Commissioners          
             
              
 
ABSENT: Commissioners          
             
              
 

It was moved by Commissioner ________________________ and supported by 

Commissioner ____________________ that the following Resolution be adopted: 

WHEREAS, the County of Ottawa has the authority to contract with the Michigan 

Department of Transportation for State and/or Federal funds for passenger transportation related 

services; and,  

WHEREAS, the County of Ottawa does hereby approve Master Agreement No. 2012-

0150; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Ottawa County 

Board of Commissioners, Philip D. Kuyers, and the Ottawa County Clerk, Daniel C. Krueger be 

authorized and directed to execute said agreement for and on behalf of the County of Ottawa 

YEAS: Commissioners           

              

NAYS: Commissioners            

 

 

 



-2- 

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

_________________________   
Chairperson, Ottawa County      
Board of Commissioners  

 
 
 
 
 

____________________________________ 
Ottawa County Clerk 
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