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Agenda 
Planning and Policy Committee 

West Olive Administration Building – Board Room 
12220 Fillmore Street, West Olive, Michigan 49460 

Tuesday, January 19, 2021 
8:30 AM 

 
Public Comment: 
 
Consent Items: 
 

1. Approval of the Agenda 
  
2. Approval of the minutes from the December 15, 2020 Planning and Policy Committee 

meeting. 
              
Action Items:  
 

1. Election of Committee Vice Chair 
Suggested Motion: 
To elect ________________________ as Vice Chairperson of the Planning and Policy 
Committee for 2021. 
 

2. 2021 Ottawa County Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan 
Suggested Motion: 
To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the Resolution adopting the 
2021 Ottawa County Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan as the official planning 
document for the Ottawa County Parks Commission and to recommend transmittal of 
the plan to the State of Michigan.  
 

3. Short-term Lease with West Michigan Agricultural Education Center 
Suggested Motion: 
To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the short-term lease with the 
West Michigan Agricultural Education Center be extended by one year to allow farming 
activity in the 2021 season.  
 

4. Idema Explorer’s Trail – Allendale Segment – 60th Avenue Trail 
Suggested Motion: 
To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the trail easements from Robert 
and Harriet Austin at 12222 60th Avenue at the cost of $2,000 and from Dale and Kathy 
Knoper at 11840 68th Avenue at a cost of $1,215.45. 
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Discussion Items: 
 

1. 2021 Planning and Policy Committee Meeting Schedule – current: third Tuesday of each 
month at 8:30 am. 
  

2. Legislative Issues 
a. Current Legislative Priorities  

 
Adjournment 
 
Comments on the day’s business are to be limited to three (3) minutes. 



PLANNING AND POLICY COMMITTEE 

Proposed Minutes 

DATE: December 15, 2020 

TIME: 8:33 a.m. 

PLACE: Fillmore Street Complex 

PRESENT: Matthew Fenske, Allen Dannenberg, Francisco Garcia (zoom), Philip Kuyers (zoom), 
Gregory DeJong 

STAFF & GUESTS: Alan Vanderberg, Administrator; John Shay, Deputy County Administrator; Doug 
Van Essen, Corporate Counsel; Paul Sachs, Planning & Performance Improvement 
Director; Jason Shamblin, Parks & Recreation Director; Becky Huttenga, Economic 
Development Coordinator; Sherri Sayles, Chief Deputy Clerk 

SUBJECT:  CONSENT ITEMS 

PP 20-049 Motion:  To approve the agenda of today as presented and amended adding Action Item 
#2 – Idema Explorers Trail – 60th Ave. Trail Easement and to approve the minutes from 
the October 20, 2020 Planning & Policy Committee meeting as presented. 
Moved by:  Matthew Fenske     UNANIMOUS 

SUBJECT:  DISSOLUTION OF THE OTTAWA COUNTY REMONUMENTATION 
    COMMITTEE 

PP 20-050 Motion:  To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the Resolution to 
dissolve the Ottawa County Remonumentation Committee. 
Moved by:  Allen Dannenberg     UNANIMOUS 

SUBJECT:  IDEMA EXPLORERS TRAIL – 60TH AVE. TRAIL EASEMENT 

PP 20-051 Motion:  To accept the trail easement from Thomas and Dora Runyon at 11822 60th Ave. 
at cost of $2,258 and forward to the County Board of Commissioners for final approval. 
Moved by:  Philip Kuyers     UNANIMOUS 

SUBJECT:  LEGISLATIVE ISSUES 

1. Legislative Issues
a. Current Legislative Priorities – John Shay presented the current Legislative

Priorities for December 2020.  The House has been out of session due to COVID
but expected back today.

2. Commissioner Dannenberg questioned where the State is with the roads.  An
update will be in the Administrator’s Digest.
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3. Brief discussion on monitoring federal level issues.  John Shay reported they are 
monitoring funding at that level and Commissioner Kuyers reported MAC watches 
this. 

 
4. Commissioners will be meeting in-person for the January 4th Organizational Meeting 

for their swearing in. 
 

SUBJECT:  ADJOURNMENT 
 
PP 20-052 Motion:  To adjourn at 9:02 a.m. 
  Moved by:  Allen Dannenberg      UNANIMOUS 
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Requesting 
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Agenda    
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Suggested Motion:  

Summary of Request: 

Financial Information: 
Total Cost:  General Fund 

Cost:  
Included in 
Budget: Yes No N/A

If not included in budget, recommended funding source: 

Action is Related to an Activity Which Is:             Mandated         Non-Mandated         New Activity 
Action is Related to Strategic Plan: 
Goal:  
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Administration: Recommended Not Recommended Without Recommendation
County Administrator: 

Committee/Governing/Advisory Board Approval Date:  visory Board Approval DaDatete: 

ReRecoommended

Planning and Policy Committee
01/19/2021

Parks and Recreation Commission

Jason Shamblin, Director

2021 Ottawa County Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan

To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the Resolution adopting the 2021 Ottawa County
Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan as the official planning document for the Ottawa County Parks
Commission and to recommend transmittal of the plan to the State of Michigan.

A year long planning process including extensive public input and analysis of park goals and resources has culminated in the final draft of
the 2021 Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan. The plan specifically addresses desired capital improvement projects to meet the needs
of the County's growing population as well as meet the requirements of State grant programs to allow Ottawa County to remain eligible for
these funds. The Plan is intended to guide Ottawa County with its parks, recreation, and open space planning and development efforts for
the next five-year period. An overview of key aspects of the plan is as follows:

+ Continues emphasis on high-quality maintenance and operations with projections of long-term capital renovation needs. Over one-third of
discretionary (non-operating) millage funds are dedicated to renovations of current park facilities.
+ Identifies key property acquisitions and funding to enhance and expand park properties.
+ Calls for efforts to improve and develop the Macatawa and Pigeon River Greenways, Ottawa Sands, the Bend Area, and to complete the
Idema Explorers Trail along the Grand River Greenway.
+ Continues efforts to meet and exceed ADA accessibility guidelines at all lands and facilities.
+ Provides flexibility to consider other unexpected opportunities and expand existing park properties.
+ Continues focus on providing quality nature education programs throughout the park system.
+ Expands emphasis on communications to residents of available opportunities for optimal park use.

The plan also includes detailed budget projections and a capital improvement schedule. The plan notes that the current dedicated parks
millage combined with grant funds has allowed the Parks Commission to provide a large and high-quality park system to serve residents and
visitors. However, with continued park expansion, a higher percentage of millage funds are now devoted to operations and maintenance,
creating greater reliance on other funding for new initiatives.

$0.00 $0.00 ✔

✔

Goal 2: To Contribute to the Long-Term Economic, Social and Environmental Health of the County.

Goal 2, Objective 2: Consider initiatives that contribute to the social health and sustainability of the County and its’ residents.

Goal 2, Objective 3: Consider initiatives that contribute to the environmental health and sustainability of the County and its’ residents.

✔

01/06/2021 Parks and Recreation Commission



COUNTY OF OTTAWA 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

RESOLUTION 

 

At a regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the County of Ottawa, Michigan held at 

the Fillmore Street Complex in the Township of Olive, Michigan on the 26th day of January 2021 

at 1:30 o’clock p.m. local time. 

PRESENT:  Commissioners:  ______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

ABSENT:  Commissioners:  _______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

It was moved by Commissioner _________________________ and supported by Commissioner 

_________________________ that the following Resolution be adopted: 

  
WHEREAS, the Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Commission has undertaken a 

planning process to determine the recreation and natural resource conservation needs and desires 

of its residents during a five-year period covering the years 2021 through 2026, and 

WHEREAS, the Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Commission began the process of 

developing the 2021 Ottawa County Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan in accordance with 

the most recent guidelines developed by the Department of Natural Resources and made 

available to local communities, and  

 



WHEREAS, residents of the Ottawa County were provided with a well-advertised 

opportunity during the development of the draft plan to express opinions, ask questions, and 

discuss all aspects of the recreation and natural resource conservation plan, and 

WHEREAS, the public was given a well-advertised opportunity and reasonable 

accommodations to review the final draft plan for a period of at least 30 days, and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on December 2, 2020 at the Ottawa County 

Fillmore Street Administrative Complex to provide an opportunity for all residents of the 

planning area to express opinions, ask questions, and discuss all aspects of the 2021 Ottawa 

County Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan and  

WHEREAS, the Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Commission has developed the 

plan as a guideline for improving recreation and enhancing natural resource conservation for the 

residents and visitors of Ottawa County, and 

WHEREAS, at a meeting held on January 6, 2021, the Ottawa County Parks and 

Recreation Commission voted to adopt said 2021 Ottawa County Parks, Recreation, and Open 

Space Plan. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Ottawa County Board of 

Commissioners hereby adopts the 2021 Ottawa County Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan 

as a reference document for future decision-making and that the plan be transmitted to the 

Michigan Department of Natural Resources. 

 

YEAS:  Commissioners:  _________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



NAYS:  Commissioners:  _________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

ABESTENTIONS:  Commissioners:  ________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED. 

 

 

________________________________  ________________________________ 
Chairman, Roger A. Bergman   Justin F. Roebuck 
Board of Commissioners    County Clerk/Register of Deeds 
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Parks and Recreation Commission

Jason Shamblin, Director

Short-term Lease with West Michigan Agricultural Education Center

To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the short-term lease with the West Michigan
Agricultural Education Center be extended by one year to allow farming activity in the 2021 season.

Ottawa County Parks leases land to the West Michigan Agricultural Education Center (WMAEC) at
Eastmanville Farm for the purposes of creating a farm park and educating the public about agriculture in
Ottawa County. WMAEC leases 83.1 acres on a long-term ten year lease that expires at the end of 2021.
They also lease 5.5 acres (see map, areas 1 & 2) in short-term leases that expired in 2020. Staff
recommends extending the short-term lease one year to allow staff to initiate the process for restoration
planning.

$0.00 $0.00 ✔

✔

Goal 2: To Contribute to the Long-Term Economic, Social and Environmental Health of the County.

Goal 2, Objective 2: Consider initiatives that contribute to the social health and sustainability of the County and its’ residents.

Goal 2, Objective 3: Consider initiatives that contribute to the environmental health and sustainability of the County and its’ residents.

✔

01/06/2021 Parks and Recreation Commission
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EXTENSION OF SHORT-TERM LEASE AGREEMENT FOR  

 CERTAIN AREAS 

 

 This Short-term Lease Extension Agreement is made this 1st day of January, 2021, by 

and between the County of Ottawa, for an on behalf of the Ottawa County Parks & Recreation 

Commission and the Ottawa County Parks & Recreation Department, 12220 Fillmore Street, 

West Olive, Michigan 49460 (“Lessor”) and the West Michigan Agricultural Education Center, 

7851 Leonard Road, Coopersville, Michigan 49404 a Michigan not-for-profit corporation 

(“Lessee”), with reference to the following facts and circumstances:  

 A.  The parties are Lessor and Lessee, respectively, of certain leased acreage leased to the 

West Michigan Agricultural Education Center, pursuant to a ten-year Lease Agreement dated 

June 30th, 2011 (“the Lease Agreement”). 

 B.  In Exhibit “B,” the Lease Agreement identifies three (3) “Three-Year Lease Areas” 

(Area #1, and Area #2) which were leased from Lessor by Lessee for a three year period which 

expired in 2018 and again for a one year period which expired in 2020 (“Short-term Lease 

Agreement) . 

 WHEREFORE THE PARTIES AGREE AS FOLLOWS: 

 1.  Extension of Short-term Lease Agreement:  For the sum of $1 paid by Lessee on 

the and for the promises and assurances set forth herein, and for other good and valuable 

consideration, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, Ottawa County agrees to  extend the 

Short-term Lease Agreement for that portion of the Eastmanville Farm Park acreage identified as 

“Three-Year Lease Areas 1& 2,” for the purposes of farming and demonstration of agricultural 

practices for education, which purposes are identified and acknowledged by both parties as being 
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consistent with the “Plan of Operation and Development” for the West Michigan Agricultural 

and Education Center, being Exhibit “C” of the Lease Agreement. 

  2.  Term of this Extension of the Short-term Lease Agreement: This extension of the 

Short-term Lease Agreement extends from the 2020 expiration until December 31, 2021.   

Lessee shall have complete access to Lease Areas 1& 2 as of the effective date of this Extension 

of the Short-term Lease Agreement. 

 3.  Specific Terms and Conditions:       Lessees’ activities on the short-term leasehold 

during the extension must be consistent with the Long-term Lease Agreement and Plan of 

Operation and Development, as described in Exhibit C to the Lease Agreement.  In all other 

respects, the provisions in the Short-term Lease Agreement are extended herein.  The parties 

recognize that the Lease Agreement, the Short-term Lease Agreement and this extension are the 

only leases existing among the parties and that none can be assigned without the approval of all 

parties.   

 In witness whereof, the parties have executed this Extension of the Short-term Lease 

Agreement. 

 

COUNTY OF OTTAWA 

 

 

By:   __________________________________ 

         Roger Bergman, Chairperson 

         Board of Commissioners 

 

 

By:   __________________________________ 

         Justin F. Roebuck, County Clerk/Register 
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LESSEE – West Michigan Agricultural Education Center 

 

 

By:  ________________________________ 

 

Its:  ________________________________ 

 

 

 

OTTAWA COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 

 

 

By:  ________________________________ 

         Kelly Rice, President 

 

 

By:  ________________________________ 

         Philip Kuyers, Secretary 
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Suggested Motion: 

Action Request 
Electronic Submission - Contract# I 132 

Committee: PLANNING AND POLICY 

Meeting Date: 1/19/2021 

Vendor/3rd Party: KYLE ROFFEY 

Requesting Department: PARKS AND RECREATION 

Submitted By: JASON SHAMBLIN 

Agenda Item: Idema Explorer's Trail - Allendale Segment - 60th Avenue Trail

To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the trail easements from Robert and Harriet Austin at 12222 60th Ave. 
at cost of $2,000.00 and from Dale and Kathy Knoper at 11840 60th Ave. at a cost of $1,215.45. 

Summary of Request: 
Ottawa County Parks has been working along various portions of the Idema Explorers Trail route to acquire easements that 
would facilitate construction, reduce overall costs, or improve the user experience along the trail. These easements allow 
construction in a location where there is not enough usable road right-of-way to construct the trail and to save existing large 
trees along the road right-of-way in Allendale Township. The Austin easement was negotiated from the estimated value of 
$1,890.00 to $2,000.00. The Knoper easement is at the estimated value. 

Financial Information: 

Total Cost: $3,215.45 I General Fund Cost: $0.00 
If not included in Budget, recommended funding source: 

Action is Related to an Activity Which Is: Non-Mandated 

Action is Related to Strategic Plan: 

Included in Budget: Yes 

Goal 2: To Contribute to the Long-Term Economic, Social and Environmental Health of the County. 

Objective: 

Administration: 

Recommended by County Administrator: 

Committee/Governing/Advisory Board Approval Date: 1/19/2021 

macmillan
Alan G. Vanderberg















































Idema Explorers Trail - Jenison Mill 

Easement and Construct Agreement 

Project Number E-1-1-20-9 

COUNTY OF OTTAWA 

By: Witnessed: 
-----------------------------

Roger A, Bergman, Chairperson Board 

of Commissioners 

By: _______________ Witnessed: _____________ _ 
Justin F. Roebuck, County Clerk/Register 
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