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Agenda 
Planning and Policy Committee 

West Olive Administration Building – Board Room 
12220 Fillmore Street, West Olive, Michigan 49460 

Tuesday, February 16, 2021 
8:30 AM 

Public Comment: 

Consent Items: 

1. Approval of the Agenda

2. Approval of the minutes from the January 19, 2021 Planning and Policy Committee meeting.

Action Items: 

1. Idema Explorers Trail Stearns Bayou Service Contract
Suggested Motion:
To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the modification to the existing
agreement with Prein & Newhof engineers for design and engineering of the Stearns Bayou
Connector segment of the Idema Explorers Trail in the amount of $281,317.35.

2. Idema Explorers Trail Ravines Connector Trail Easement
Suggested Motion:
To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the easement and construction
agreements with Chad and Tami Ebel for the Idema Explorers trail route along the shoreline
of the Grand River at the purchase price of $85,000.

3. Macatawa Greenway Real Estate Purchase Agreement
Suggested Motion:
To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the purchase of real estate with E &
B Development Co., L.L.C. for the purchase of 5.5 acres in Holland Township at a price of
$125,000.00 as part of the Macatawa Greenway and abutting Hawthorn Pond Natural Area.

Discussion Items: 

1. Legislative Issues
a. Current Legislative Priorities

Adjournment 

Comments on the day’s business are to be limited to three (3) minutes. 



PLANNING AND POLICY COMMITTEE 
 

         Proposed Minutes 
 
DATE:   January 19, 2021 
 
TIME:  8:30 a.m. 
 
PLACE:  Fillmore Street Complex 
 
PRESENT: Francisco Garcia, Matthew Fenske, Philip Kuyers, Allen Dannenberg , Gregory DeJong 
 
STAFF & GUESTS: Alan Vanderberg, Administrator; John Shay, Deputy County Administrator; Jason 

Shamblin, Parks & Recreation Director; Karen Karasinski, Fiscal Services Director; Curt 
TerHaar, Coordinator of Park Planning & Development; Douglas Zylstra (by Zoom); 
Sherri Sayles, Chief Deputy Clerk (by Zoom)  

 
  SUBJECT:  CONSENT ITEMS 
 
PP 21-001 Motion:  To approve the agenda of today as presented and amended adding Discussion 

Item #1 – Letter to Governor and to approve the minutes from the December 15, 2020, 
Planning & Policy Committee meeting as presented. 

 Moved by:  Philip Kuyers     UNANIMOUS 
 
  SUBJECT:  ELECTION OF COMMITTEE VICE CHAIR 
 
PP 21-002 Motion:  To elect Matthew Fenske as Vice Chairperson of the Planning and Policy 

Committee for 2021. 
 Moved by:  Allen Dannenberg     UNANIMOUS 
 
  SUBJECT:  2021 OTTAWA COUNTY PARKS, RECREATION, AND OPEN SPACE PLAN 
 
PP 21-003 Motion:  To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the Resolution 

adopting the 2021 Ottawa County Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan as the official 
planning document for the Ottawa County Parks Commission and to recommend 
transmittal of the plan to the State of Michigan. 

 Moved by:  Gregory DeJong     UNANIMOUS 
 
  SUBJECT:  SHORT-TERM LEASE WITH WEST MICHIGAN AGRICULTURAL  
        EDUCATION CENTER 
 
PP 21-004 Motion:  To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the short-term lease 

with the West Michigan Agricultural Education Center be extended by one year to allow 
farming activity in the 2021 season. 

 Moved by:  Gregory DeJong     UNANIMOUS 



PAGE 2   PLANNING & POLICY COMMITTEE   1/25/01 
 
  SUBJECT:  IDEMA EXPLORER’S TRAIL –ALLENDALE SEGMENT – 60TH AVENUE  
       TRAIL 
 
PP 21-005 Motion:  To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the trail easements 

from Robert and Harriet Austin at 12222 60th Avenue at the cost of $2,000 and from 
Dale and Kathy Knoper at 11840 68th Avenue at a cost of $1,215.45. 

 Moved by:  Gregory DeJong     UNANIMOUS 
 
  SUBJECT:  DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

1. Letter to Governor – Gregory DeJong explained Douglas Van Essen drafted a letter 
to the Governor encouraging the reopening of restaurants.   Chairman Bergman will 
sign and send the letter today. 

 
PP 21-006 Motion:  To have Chairman Bergman signed and send the letter supporting reopening 

Michigan restaurants to the Governor today and cc the Commissioners on it. 
 Moved by:  Matthew Fenske     UNANIMOUS 
 

2. 2021 Planning and Policy Committee Meeting Schedule – current:  third Tuesday of 
each month at 8:30 a.m. – The Committee agreed to keep the same schedule for 
2021. 
 

3. Legislative Issues 
 

a. Current Legislative Priorities – John Shay explained the new Legislative 
Session just started but interrupted due to security issues.  The State budget 
is better than anticipated.   

 
4. Francisco Garcia addressed concerns about the Commissioners addresses being on 

the County website due to the current atmosphere.  The Administrator said this has 
always been done but that the Fillmore address could be listed instead and will try 
that.  John Shay stated this issue has been raised in other communities across the 
State. 

 
SUBJECT:  ADJOURNMENT 

 
PP 21-007 Motion:  To adjourn at 9:01 a.m. 
  Moved by:  Philip Kuyers     UNANIMOUS 
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Action Request 
Electronic Submission - Contract# I 149 

Committee: PLANNING AND POLICY 

Meeting Date: 2/16/2021 

Vendor/3rd Party: PREIN & NEWHOF 

Requesting Department: PARKS AND RECREATION 

Submitted By: JASON SHAMBLIN 

Agenda Item: IDEMA EXPLORERS TRAIL STEARNS BAYOU SERVICE CONTRACT 

Suggested Motion: 
To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the modification to the existing agreement with Prein & Newhof 
engineers for design and engineering of the Stearns Bayou Connector segment of the Idema Explorers Trail in the amount of 
$281,317.35. 

Summary of Request: 
Prein & Newhof consulting engineers have been doing work under a number of different PO's over several years for design 
and engineering of the Stearns Connector Segment of the Idema Explorers Trail. Their current PO (#19000116) of $148,310 
has $135,232.65 left to be paid. 
We recently received a very large grant from the MOOT Transportation Alternatives Program ($2,337,757) to assist in funding 
this project, however, requirements to fulfill this grant are extensive. The new proposal from Prein & Newhof to complete the 
project with the new requirements is estimated at $416,550. This amount includes cost increases required for additional 
environmental review ($9,950), potential freshwater mussel relocation (up to $35,000), special inspections of bridge 
components ($40,000), increased on-site construction observation and management ($86,000), and miscellaneous other 
MOOT requirements. In total, these costs would increase the current agreement by $281,317.35. Approval of this change 
would add this amount to the current agreement amount of $135,232.65 for a total new contract of $416,550. 
Park staff believe this increase is justified based on the new requirements which have typically increased overall costs by 
5-10% on other projects. It should also be noted that the Eastmanville Connector segment of trail was recently removed
from MOOT funding and its requirements. Costs saved on this segment will offset some of the costs on the Stearns segment.

Financial Information: 

Total Cost: $281,317.35 I General Fund Cost: $0.00 
If not included in Budget, recommended funding source: 

Action is Related to an Activity Which Is: Non-Mandated 

Action is Related to Strategic Plan: 

I Included in Budget: Yes 

Goal 2: To Contribute to the Long-Term Economic, Social and Environmental Health of the County. 

Objective: 

Administration: 

Recommended by County Administrator: 

Committee/Governing/Advisory Board Approval Date: 2/16/2021 

macmillan
Alan G. Vanderberg
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Action Request 
Electronic Submission - Contract# I 151 

Committee: PLANNING AND POLICY 

Meeting Date: 2/16/2021 

Vendor/3rd Party: CHAD AND TAMI EBEL 

Requesting Department: PARKS AND RECREATION 

Submitted By: JASON SHAMBLIN 

Agenda Item: IDEMA EXPLORERS TRAIL- RAVINES CONNECTOR- TRAIL EASEMENT 

Suggested Motion: 
To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the easement and construction agreements with Chad and Tami Ebel 
for the Idema Explorers trail route along the shoreline of the Grand River at the purchase price of $85,000. 

Summary of Request: 
Ottawa County Parks has been seeking easements and property acquisitions along the proposed Grand River Greenway Idema 
Explorers Trail route to facilitate construction of the trail and improve the safety and experience for trail users. These 
purchases include a variety of road front as well as riverfront parcels. 

Final agreement has now been reached with the remaining land owner who controls property along a particularly important 
segment of riverfront between Grand Ravines County Park and Grand River County Park. This segment has long been desired 
because of its natural features and proximity to the existing park properties. It will allow for the development of trail 
connecting these two parks and to other greenway properties. The agreed upon price was based on the appraised value with 
additional negotiated considerations. 

Financial Information: 

Total Cost: $85,000.00 I General Fund Cost: $0.00 
If not included in Budget, recommended funding source: 

Action is Related to an Activity Which Is: Non-Mandated 

Action is Related to Strategic Plan: 

I Included in Budget: Yes 

Goal 2: To Contribute to the Long-Term Economic, Social and Environmental Health of the County. 

Objective: 

Administration: 

Recommended by County Administrator: 

Committee/Governing/Advisory Board Approval Date: 2/16/2021 

macmillan
Alan G. Vanderberg

































� 
Ottawa County 

�'Jr,,� .. g 

Action Request 
Electronic Submission - Contract# I 150 

Committee: PLANNING AND POLICY 

Meeting Date: 2/16/2021 

Vendor/3rd Party: E & B DEVELOPMENT CO., L.L.C. 

Requesting Department: PARKS AND RECREATION 

Submitted By: JASON SHAMBLIN 

Agenda Item: MACATAWA GREENWAY REAL ESTATE PURCHASE AGREEMENT 

Suggested Motion: 

To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the purchase of real estate with E & B Development Co., L.L.C. for the 
purchase of 5.5 acres in Holland Township at a price of $125,000.00 as part of the Macatawa Greenway and abutting 
Hawthorn Pond Natural Area. 

Summary of Request: 

A public route is nearly secure along the 1.4-mile long section of the Macatawa River Greenway between Hawthorn Pond and 
the Upper Macatawa Natural Area. With this purchase, Ottawa County Parks and partners will control a contiguous pedestrian 
route through this section. Ottawa County Parks now owns a strip of land that connects Hawthorn Pond Natural Area to 96th 
Avenue. However, the acquisition of this parcel will eliminate the need for two crossings over the winding Macatawa River, 
reducing the overall cost of Greenway construction. Securing this parcel will also offer high ground out of the floodplain that 
will allow our partner, Holland Charter Township, to potentially construct a restroom building and expanded parking that will 
serve 
Hawthorn Pond Natural Area and the Macatawa Greenway. 

Financial Information: 

Total Cost: $125,000.00 I General Fund Cost: $0.00 
If not included in Budget, recommended funding source: 

Action is Related to an Activity Which Is: Non-Mandated 

Action is Related to Strategic Plan: 

I Included in Budget: Yes 

Goal 2: To Contribute to the Long-Term Economic, Social and Environmental Health of the County. 

Objective: 

Administration: 

Recommended by County Administrator: 

Committee/Governing/Advisory Board Approval Date: 2/16/2021 

macmillan
Alan G. Vanderberg





















E & B Development Co., L.L.C. 

COUNTY OF OTTAWA 

By: Witnessed: 
---------------

Roger A. Bergman, Chairperson 

Board of Commissioners 

By: Witnessed: 
---------------

Justin F. Roebuck, County Clerk/Register 
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