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Agenda 
Planning and Policy Committee 

West Olive Administration Building – Board Room 
12220 Fillmore Street, West Olive, Michigan 49460 

Tuesday, May 18, 2021 
8:30 AM 

 
Public Comment: 
 
Consent Items: 
 

1. Approval of the Agenda 
  
2. Approval of the minutes from the April 20, 2021 Planning and Policy Committee meeting. 

              
Action Items:  
 

1. Grand River Greenway Idema Explorers Trail Reynold Easement  
Suggested Motion: 
To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the Reynolds easement as required 
for construction of the Grand River Greenway Idema Explorers Trail. 
 

2. Grand River Greenway Idema Explorers Trail Novakoski Easement  
Suggested Motion: 
To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the Novakoski easement as required 
for construction of the Grand River Greenway Idema Explorers Trail. 
 

3. Grand River Greenway Idema Explorers Trail Deering Easement  
Suggested Motion: 
To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the Deering easement as required for 
construction of the Grand River Greenway Idema Explorers Trail. 
 

4. Grand River Greenway Idema Explorers Trail Pelton Easement  
Suggested Motion: 
To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the Pelton easement as required for 
construction of the Grand River Greenway Idema Explorers Trail. 
 

5. Grand River Greenway Idema Explorers Trail Willson Easement  
Suggested Motion: 
To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the Willson easement as required for 
construction of the Grand River Greenway Idema Explorers Trail. 
 

6. Grand River Greenway Idema Explorers Trail Root Easement  
Suggested Motion: 
To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the Root easement as required for 
construction of the Grand River Greenway Idema Explorers Trail. 
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7. Grand River Greenway Idema Explorers Trail Knoper Easements  
Suggested Motion: 
To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the Knoper easements as required 
for construction of the Grand River Greenway Idema Explorers Trail. 
 

8. Grand River Greenway Idema Explorers Trail Ryan Glueck Easement 
Suggested Motion: 
To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the Ryan Glueck easement as required 
for construction of the Grand River Greenway Idema Explorers Trail. 
 

9. Grand River Greenway Idema Explorers Trail Robert and Carol Glueck Easements 
Suggested Motion: 
To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the Robert and Carol Glueck 
easements as required for construction of the Grand River Greenway Idema Explorers Trail. 
 

10. Grand River Greenway Idema Explorers Trail Hoving Easement 
Suggested Motion: 
To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the Hoving easement as required for 
construction of the Grand River Greenway Idema Explorers Trail. 
 

11. Grand River Greenway Trail Walcott Real Estate Purchase 
Suggested Motion: 
To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the purchase of real estate with H. 
Walcott Family Farms, LLC. for the purchase of 48 acres in Allendale Township at a price of 
$280,000.00 as part of the Grand River Greenway. 
 

12. Renew Lease with the City of Holland for Tunnel Park 
Suggested Motion: 
To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the Lease Agreement with the City 
of Holland to provide for the Park Commission's management of property adjacent to Tunnel 
Park for a 20-year period at a cost of $500. 

 
Discussion Items: 

  
1. Legislative Issues 

a. Current Legislative Priorities  
 

Adjournment 
 
Comments on the day’s business are to be limited to three (3) minutes. 



PLANNING AND POLICY COMMITTEE 
 
         Proposed Minutes 
 
DATE:  April 20, 2021 
 
TIME:  8:30 a.m. 
 
PLACE:  Fillmore Street Complex 
 
PRESENT: Philip Kuyers (by zoom), Allen Dannenberg, Francisco Garcia, Matthew Fenske, Gregory 

DeJong 
 
STAFF & GUESTS: Alan Vanderberg, Administrator; John Shay, Deputy County Administrator; 

Douglas Van Essen, Corporate Counsel; Karen Karasinski (by zoom), Fiscal Services 
Director; Sherri Sayles (by zoom), Chief Deputy Clerk; Kyle Terpstra (by zoom), 
Commissioner; Media  

 
  SUBJECT:  CONSENT ITEMS 
 
PP 21-022 Motion:  To approve the agenda of today as presented and to approve the minutes from 

the March 16, 2021 Planning and Policy Committee meeting as presented. 
 Moved by:  Matthew Fenske     UNANIMOUS 

 
  SUBJECT:  REQUEST FOR PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO PRESENT REPORT TO  
       BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  
 
PP 21-023 Motion:  In light of the current surge in COVID-19 cases and pursuant to MCL 46.11(k), I 

move that our County Department of Public Health present a report to the Commission 
on: 

 
1. A list of all cease and desist letters issued by the Department to businesses in 

Ottawa County to enforce county or state public health or safety orders related to 
COVID-19 pandemic; 

2. Efforts to follow-up on enforcing the cease and desist letters; 
3. A summary of the County’s current COVID-19 safety plan for County buildings; 
4. Efforts to determine compliance with the County’s COVID-19 safety plan at County 

buildings; and 
5. Actions to enforce compliance with the COVID-19 safety plan. 

 
Moved by:  Gregory DeJong     MOTION FAILED 
 
Roll call:  Nays: Philip Kuyers, Allen Dannenberg, Francisco Garcia, Matthew Fenske, 
Gregory DeJong.  (5) 

 
   SUBJECT:  RELEASE OF LEGAL OPINION 
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PP 21-024 Motion:  To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the release of County 

Corporation Counsel Douglas Van Essen’s legal opinion title The Fiduciary Duties dated 
February 28, 2020. 

 Moved by:  Gregory DeJong     MOTION FAILED 
 
 Roll call:  Nays:  Philip Kuyers, Allen Dannenberg, Francisco Garcia; Matthew Fenske, 

Gregory DeJong.  (5) 
 
  SUBJECT:  DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

1. Legislative Issues 
a. Current Legislative Priorities – John Shay presented the Current Legislative 

Priorities.  Not much has changed since last month.  Briefly discussed the 
Provisions in the American Jobs Plan. 

 
2. Administration stated the CDC is starting to put out guidelines on fully vaccinated 

people.  The COVID Preparedness & Response Plan is always being updated. 
 

SUBJECT:  ADJOURNMENT 
 
  The meeting adjourned at 9:17 a.m. 



Action Request 
Electronic Submission - Contract# 1213 

Committee: PLANNING AND POLICY 

Meeting Date: 5/18/2021 

� 
Vendor/3rd Party: CARMEN AND JEFFERY REYNOLDS 

Ottawa County 
�'Jr,,� .. g 

Requesting Department: PARKS AND RECREATION 

Submitted By: JASON SHAMBLIN 

Agenda Item: GRAND RIVER GREENWAY IDEMA EXPLORERS TRAIL REYNOLD 
EASEMENT 

Suggested Motion: 

To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the Reynolds easement as required for construction of the Grand 
River Greenway Idema Explorers Trail. 

Summary of Request: 

Ottawa County Parks has been working along various portions of the Idema Explorers Trail route to acquire easements that 
would facilitate construction, reduce overall costs, or improve the user experience along the trail. This easement allows 
construction in a location where there is not enough usable road right-of-way to construct the trail and/or to save existing 
large trees along the road right-of-way. 
Parcel No. 70-08-06-200-088 

Financial Information: 

Total Cost: $0.00 I General Fund Cost: $0.00 
If not included in Budget, recommended funding source: 

Action is Related to an Activity Which Is: Non-Mandated 

Action is Related to Strategic Plan: 

I Included in Budget: 

Goal 2: To Contribute to the Long-Term Economic, Social and Environmental Health of the County. 

Objective: 

Administration: 

Recommended by County Administrator: 

Committee/Governing/Advisory Board Approval Date: 5/18/2021 

macmillan
Alan G. Vanderberg
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Action Request 
Electronic Submission - Contract# 1223 

Committee: PLANNING AND POLICY 

Meeting Date: 5/18/2021 

Vendor/3rd Party: H. WALCOTT FAMILY FARMS, LLC 

Requesting Department: PARKS AND RECREATION 

Submitted By: JASON SHAMBLIN 

Agenda Item: GRAND RIVER GREENWAY TRAIL WALCOTT REAL ESTATE PURCHASES 

Suggested Motion: 

To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the purchase of real estate with H. Walcott Family Farms, LLC. for the 
purchase of 48 acres in Allendale Township at a price of $280,000.00 as part of the Grand River Greenway. 

Summary of Request: 
In order to complete a route of the Grand River Greenway through the Bass River State Recreation Area multiple property 
acquisitions are required. The Walcott property is a key parcel as it has access to the old road right-of-way that will allow a 
future bridge crossing of the Bass River. The property is currently leased for active agriculture which will transfer with the sale 
of the property. Directly connecting to the Bass River Recreation Areas, as well as having over 2500 linear feet of frontage on 
the Bass River, this property fills an immediate need for completing a critical connection for the Greenway but also provides a 
wide range of possibilities for the future. 
Parcel No. 70-09-07-400-004 
Parcel No. 70-09-18-200-020 

Financial Information: 

Total Cost: $280,000.00 I General Fund Cost: $0.00 
If not included in Budget, recommended funding source: 

Action is Related to an Activity Which Is: Non-Mandated 

Action is Related to Strategic Plan: 

I Included in Budget: Yes 

Goal 2: To Contribute to the Long-Term Economic, Social and Environmental Health of the County. 

Objective: 

Administration: 

Recommended by County Administrator: 

Committee/Governing/Advisory Board Approval Date: 5/18/2021 

macmillan
Alan G. Vanderberg
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Action Request 
Electronic Submission - Contract# 1224 

Committee: PLANNING AND POLICY 

Meeting Date: 5/18/2021 

Vendor/3rd Party: CITY OF HOLLAND 

Requesting Department: PARKS AND RECREATION 

Submitted By: JASON SHAMBLIN 

Agenda Item: RENEW LEASE WITH THE CITY OF HOLLAND FOR TUNNEL PARK 

Suggested Motion: 
To approve and forward to the Board of Commissioners the Lease Agreement with the City of Holland to provide for the Park 
Commission's management of property adjacent to Tunnel Park for a 20-year period at a cost of $500. 

Summary of Request: 
In March of 1989, the Ottawa County Parks Commission (the Commission) and the City of Holland Board of Public Works 
(HBPW) executed a 20-year lease agreement to enable public park access to 200 feet of Lake Michigan frontage and the grassy 
open area extending to Lakeshore Drive, owned by HBPW north of Tunnel Park, as well as an area east of Lakeshore Drive used 
for overflow parking. The agreement has been renewed once for 10 years. 

This agreement has worked extremely well in helping the Commission provide important access to Lake Michigan for Ottawa 
County residents and visitors. Not only is the beach frontage popular, but the additional space for picnicking, volleyball, and 
related recreational activities has been well used and enjoyed by park visitors. We greatly value the foresight of HBPW and the 
City Council in embracing this partnership at no annual cost. 

Staff, in conjunction with HBPW, have evaluated the lease and updated the proposed agreement with similar terms to allow us 
to continue this valuable service. The agreement has been reviewed and approved by the County's Corporation Council. 

We continue to see growing demand for access to Lake Michigan, making this agreement very important to maximize public 
benefit. 

Although there is no annual rent, the agreement does stipulate that we will cover HBPW's legal fees in the preparation of the 
agreement, which will not exceed Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) 

The County's Corporation Council has reviewed and approved the lease. 

Financial Information: 

Total Cost: $500.00 I General Fund Cost: $0.00 
If not included in Budget, recommended funding source: 

Action is Related to an Activity Which Is: Non-Mandated 

Action is Related to Strategic Plan: 

Included in Budget: Yes 

Goal 2: To Contribute to the Long-Term Economic, Social and Environmental Health of the County. 

Objective: 

Administration: 

Recommended by County Administrator: 

Committee/Governing/Advisory Board Approval Date: 5/18/2021 

macmillan
Alan G. Vanderberg
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