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Park Permits
Parking fees are collected from Memorial Day 
weekend through Labor Day at the following parks:

Outdoors 
OTTAWA COUNTY PARKS
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• Tunnel Park
• Olive Shores
• Kirk Park

• Rosy Mound Natural Area
• North Beach Park
• Riverside Park (boat launch only)

The State Recreation Passport is not valid at Ottawa 
County Parks.

Annual Permit Pricing: 
        • Non-Resident: $25
        • Resident (discounted): $15
        • Senior Resident (60+): $9
        • Resident hang tag: $20 
        • Senior hang tag: $12

Annual permits may be purchased at the Nature Center, 
Ottawa County Treasurer’s Office (West Olive and Grand 
Haven) year-round and Kirk Park, Tunnel Park, North 
Beach Park, and the Ottawa Beach 
Marina after Memorial Day.

Love the beach?

July 18, 5:30-8 pm
Ottawa Sands County Park
Join Ottawa County Sheriffs and Park staff 
for an event dedicated to introducing kids 
to fishing, conservation, and water safety. 
For more information: 
news.miottawa.org/cops-and-bobbers

Cops and Bobbers 

Grand Lady Riverboat Cruise
August 9, 1:30 pm & 4 pm
Grand River Park
Watch eagles, herons, and other 
wildlife from the shaded comfort of the 
upper deck or lower main cabin of the 
Grand Lady. Each round-trip excursion 
will take an hour and a half. Tickets are 
$15/person; download the registration 
form: friendsofocp.org 

231 River Run 

Macatawa Water Festival

 

October 29, 8:30 am | Connor Bayou
Run or walk along the Idema Explorers Trail, M-231 Bridge, and 
Spoonville Trail. Two distances are available: 10K and 4 mile. Proceeds 
from the run will benefit the Ottawa County Parks Foundation. 
Register today: runsignup.com/Race/MI/GrandHaven/M231K

August 13, 9 am-1pm 
Windmill Island Gardens
Attend the Macatawa Water Festival 
for a family fun day of learning the 
importance of the Macatawa Watershed. 
Hands on water-related activities are 
available for people of all ages. Come 
visit Ottawa County Parks for a ride in 
the Gabagouache canoe. 

Did you know?
Bridge Card holders in Michigan can 
receive a free annual motor vehicle permit!

Cardholders must present both their Bridge Card 
and ID when picking up their permit (see locations 
above). The Ottawa County Parks fee waiver program 
is limited to one permit per household. 

Learn how you can become a 
Beach Buddy on page 5.

 

Main Office: 616-738-4810 | Nature Center: 616-786-4847
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Park News & Updates
Coming soon... 
Hemlock Crossing Astronomical Observatory
Pigeon River Greenway
The Shoreline Amateur Astronomical Association (SAAA) is installing West Michigan’s 
first public observatory this summer. The site will be located across from the restrooms 
at Hemlock Crossing. Special thanks to the Friends of Ottawa County Parks and the 
Ottawa County Parks Foundation for their support of this project. For more info and a 
video of the construction check out: news.miottawa.org/public-observatory

Idema Explorers Trail 
Grand River Greenway
Bill Idema Moraine Nature Segment 
Construction has begun on the Bill Idema Moraine Nature Segment that connects Grand 
Ravines to Grand River Park along the river. This segment of trail includes floodplain 
mitigation and boardwalk as this area is often susceptible to high water levels.

Jenison Mill Segment
Construction also continues on this segment of trail, which will include some boardwalk 
and bridges. 

For more updates, visit: news.miottawa.org/idema-explorers-trail

Stearns Creek Expansion 
Grand River Greenway -- Helstrom Family Natural Area
Earlier this year, 27 acres was added to Stearns Creek Park on the north side of 
the property. This purchase was funded with a small amount of County funds, 
a Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant, and a donation from the heirs of John 
Helstrom. For their generous support, the property has been named the Helstrom 
Family Natural Area.

Mud Mitigation at Grand Ravines Dog Park
Grand River Greenway
This spring, a mud mitigation project on the east side of the dog park 
commenced. Following the addition of drain tile, grass was re-seeded. If the grass 
does well over the summer months, the area is expected to re-open this fall. 

 

 

 

Look for these 
symbols for 
opportunities to 
Get to know your 
Greenways! 

The Macatawa River 
Greenway connects parks 
along the Macatawa River.

The Idema Explorers Trail 
connects the parks along 
the Grand River Greenway

 



Donor Spotlight
Kate Remlinger and Rob Bell

“Bridging community to nature” and helping to make possible 
“the joy of nature woven into everyone’s lives” are at the heart of 
why Kate Remlinger and Rob Bell have included Parks for Life in 
their living trust. It’s also a way for them to continue to support 
the Parks and build community for residents and visitors alike for 
lifetimes to come.  

Kate and Rob weave the joy of nature into their lives by exploring 
the Parks by bike, kayak, on foot, and with their yellow lab, 
Greta. The Parks are vital to their maintaining a healthy lifestyle, 
connecting with nature for solace and solitude, meeting with 
friends, and for participating in Parks programs. 
In addition to their financial support of the 
Parks, Kate volunteers as a gardener at 
Hemlock Crossing and serves on the Parks 
Foundation Board. In these ways, Kate and 
Rob give back to both the community and 
Ottawa County Parks.  

Kate and Rob donate to the Parks Foundation knowing that 
financial support is essential to maintaining the Parks and 
its role in bridging community to nature. Support helps 
provide continued public access to the lakes, rivers, woods, 
dunes, and flood plains that make up West Michigan’s unique 
environment. The Parks protect and preserve these spaces, and 
with Parks for Life donors, Parks will continue to protect and 
maintain our community’s natural environment for generations 
to come.  

Learn more about Parks for Life at:  
ottawacountyparksfoundation.org/parks-for-life

Parks and Recreation Month
In 2021, the Ottawa County Board of 
Commissioners joined park systems across the 
nation in declaring July Parks & Recreation month!  

For more ways to get connected visit: 
news.miottawa.org/july-is-parks-recreation-month

Real Food Can
Everyone needs to eat! But, do you know where to get quality food? 
Real Food Can is here to show you how convenient, affordable, local, 
safe, and delicious real food can be. There is something for everyone! 
For recipes, food locations, and more visit: 
realfoodcan.com

You can also play Bingo for a chance to win a Farmers Market gift 
certificate! For rules and how to win visit:
ottawafood.org/healthy-eating-bingo

Not sure where your local farmers market is? 
Find a farmers market close to you: 
mifma.org/find-a-farmers-market



Stewardship 
& Educational Resources

Pigeon Creek 
Forest Management 

Saturday, 7/23/22  9 to 10 am
Saturday, 9/10/22  10 to 11am 

Join Ottawa County Parks and Recreation’s 
Natural Resources Manager to learn more 
about the fate of the dying pine plantations 
at Pigeon Creek Park. This hike will discuss 
past management, current threats, and the 
impending red pine harvest. 

miOttawa.org/Parks

Pigeon River Greenway

Red pine (Pinus resinosa) is one of the most common pine trees 
in Michigan. There are over 1.6 million acres of red pine forests 
in our state, and despite being at the very southern range of 
this northern pine, Ottawa County hosts its fair share.

Why were red pines planted here? 

Much of the red pine found in Michigan was planted 
plantation-style by the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) in 
the 1930s. The CCC was part of the New Deal, a series of public 
works programs and legislation that was designed to pull the 
country out of the Depression. 

Planting red pines also helped to stabilize soil that had been 
disturbed by a century of irresponsible logging. As the US 
became industrialized, red pines were used to re-forest 
abandoned farmland. They were planted because of their 
relatively fast growth and value as timber products.  

The resulting pine stands produced large amounts of timber, 
but because of the lack of forest diversity, they formed what 
we refer to as monocultures. These pine monocultures grew in 
areas that once supported a variety of ecosystem types.  

What about the pines now? 

As time has gone on, red pine populations in Ottawa County 
have become less healthy. Red pine plantations were planted 
similarly to other crops meant to be harvested – as densely 
as possible. Ideally, those stands would have been thinned 
periodically both to continue healthy growth and to ensure 
highest timber value. Because these practices are not always 
followed, stands have become more stressed and more prone 
to disease, resulting in stands of dead and dying pines.  

Dead and dying pines present safety hazards to park visitors and 
removal can be extremely costly. These factors led to our decision 
to embark on the final removal of red pines at Pigeon Creek. 
A benefit to removing this crop plant is a more diverse forest 
waiting in the seedbank. As this diverse forest grows, it has the 
potential to bring many new species to Pigeon Creek Park. 

Hemlock Crossing:
2009 - In order to increase 
ecosystem biodiversity and 
control cost, timber was 
harvested 

Pigeon Creek Park:
2009 - Pines were thinned as 
some pine plantation areas 
in the park show signs of 
stress and disease including 
widespread tree mortality

Riley Trails:
2008 - Much of the pine 
plantation was thinned to 
improve forest health, with a 
small portion clear-cut due to 
poor stand health

Stearns Creek:
2020 - Portions of this property 
were cut, leaving residual oaks 
to improve ecosystem health 
and encourage restoration to 
an oak savanna

Red Pine Management

In order to maintain healthy forests, we’ve utilized many 
management tools including prescribed fire, selective cutting, and 
even clear-cutting. Many of our parks either currently contain or 
have contained red pine plantations. For a historical look at the 
management of red pines at Pigeon Creek, and a full look at the 
many ways we have historically managed red pines at other park 
properties visit:  news.miottawa.org/red-pines 



Help keep our beaches clean this summer by becoming a Beach 
Buddy! Booths at Tunnel Park, Kirk Park, and North Beach Park will be 
outfitted with buckets for visitors to particpate in the Beach Buddy 
program. To participate, request a Beach Buddy bucket and pick up 
any trash you can find on the beach. It’s that easy! This program is 
offered in partnership with the Lakeshore Clean Up Coalition.

Learn more about Beach Buddies: 
news.miottawa.org/beach-buddies 

Become a Beach Buddy!

Monitoring Park Sites
Grand Ravines Park

Ottawa County Parks and Recreation has been 
working with Karina White, a science teacher from 
Jenison High School (JHS), for almost a decade 
through the Adopt-A-Park program. White sought a 
project that would involve her students in research 
and benefit the parks. She landed on creating a 
citizen science-based protocol that can help monitor 
upland restoration sites, like planted grasslands. 
While wetland restoration can be monitored by 
tracking water quality changes with programs like 
MiCorps, there isn’t a comparable protocol for restored upland ecosystems. 

In Spring of 2022, 40 volunteers from JHS identified and counted plants 
and insects in restored and unrestored areas of Grand Ravines Park. White 
intends to continue monitoring the park to provide long-term data that 
will be used to inform management decisions such as prescribed fire 
schedule and invasive species management. This innovative project could 
be used by other organizations within Michigan and beyond. For more info:              
news.miottawa.org/jhsresearch

Zee Bus at Upper Macatawa 
Natural Area 84th Ave
July 14, 21, 28; August 4, 11 
Thursdays from 10:30 am-12:30 pm 

Enjoy some summer reading on the Zee Bus! The Zee 
Bus is a traveling library that will be rolling through 
the Zeeland area this summer. On Thursdays, Ottawa 
County Park naturalists will provide nature activities. 
Story time and activities will begin at 11 am. 

For more information, follow the Zee Bus page on 
Facebook: @ZeeBus2013

Or visit: news.miottawa.org/zee-bus

“My involvement in scientific research 
as an undergraduate student was 

such an important part of my true 
understanding of the process of 

science. It’s exciting to be able 
to offer that same opportunitity 
to my current and former 
students, and to help Ottawa 

County Parks along the way.” 

 



miOttawa.org/Parks

Programs & Activities
Unless otherwise noted: Programs are recommended for ages 12+ 

Ottawa County Parks 
Foundation Community 
Engagement programs

 Look for the monarch for 
activities supported by the 

Parks Foundation.

July
YOGA IN THE PARKS   $5
This summer, practice yoga in a variety of our many scenic 
county parks! Each session is 60 minutes. 

Jul 5, 9:45 am - Connor Bayou
Jul 12, 9:45 am - Grand Ravines (North)
Jul 19, 9:45 am - Spring Grove Park
Jul 24, 8 am - Black Lake Boardwalk (East)
Jul 26, 9:45 am - Riverside Park
Jul 31, 8 am - Tunnel Park

INTRO TO NATURE JOURNALING  $5
Many of us seek ways to better connect with nature. We want to 
learn its secrets, protect its inhabitants, and better understand 
our place within it. Nature journaling helps us do this! 

Jul 9, 10-11:30 am - Hemlock Crossing

DISCOVER THE DUNES☻
Hike through geological history as you wander the backdune 
forest of Rosy Mound and out to the shores of Lake Michigan. 

Jul 9, 1-3 pm - Rosy Mound Natural Area

ASTRONOMY 
Join the Shoreline Amateur Astronomical Association (SAAA) at 
Hemlock Crossing for programs. More info: holland-saaa.org

Jul 9, 9-11 pm - Public Star Gazing
Jul 23, 8-11 pm - James Webb First Images & Public Star Gazing

FERN HIKE☻
Ferns are unique as they produce neither flower nor seed, yet 
they continue from generation to generation. Find out how as 
you are introduced to the diversity of species found in our parks.

Jul 10, 10-11:30 am - Pigeon Creek Park

THRU HIKE  $10
Hike the length of this 500+ acre park as you climb through the 
steep and hilly terrain of the backdune forest on dirt trails. 

Jul 16, 9:30 am-3:30 pm - North Ottawa Dunes

WILDLIFE ENCOUNTERS - KIDS!  
Introduces children to wildlife found in their yards, parks, and 
region; includes activities, walk, and craft. For children ages 5-12 
years. Children must be accompanied by an adult.

Jul 17, 3-4:30 pm - Hemlock Crossing - Fish

REDEFINING RED PINES ☻
Learn about the fate of the dying pine plantations at Pigeon 
Creek Park. This hike will discuss past management, current 
threats and the impending red pine harvest. 

Jul 23, 9-10 am - Pigeon Creek 

WONDER WALK☻
Practice your nature journaling skills as we slowly meander the 
trails and follow what catches our eyes. We’ll be pausing to sit 
and draw, write, ask questions, and record our observations. 

Jul 23, 10-11:30 am - Rosy Mound 
Jul 30, 10-11:30 am - Stearns Creek

THEMED WALKS ☻
Further explore our parks and learn about a variety of topics.
Morning Sessions: 9:30-10:30 am

Jul 23, Tunnel Park - Black Sand
Jul 30, Hemlock Crossing - Water Flowing Underground

Evening Sessions: 7-8 pm
Jul 12, Mt. Pisgah - Hemlocks: Pineless & Poison Free
Jul 19, Olive Shores - Black Sand
Jul 28, Grand River Park - The River Runs Through

KAYAK TRIPS  $10 + $20 for rental
Enjoy the sights and sounds of the Pigeon River by kayak. 

Jul 24, 1:30-4:30 pm - Hemlock Crossing
Jul 30, 9:30 am-12:30 pm - Hemlock Crossing

Summer Fun

August
YOGA IN THE PARKS  $5
See description for July programs. 

Aug 2, 9:45 am - Pine Bend
Aug 7, 8 am - Kirk Park
Aug 9, 9:45 am - Paw Paw East
Aug 14, 8 am - Black Lake Boardwalk (West)
Aug 16, 9:45 am - Crockery Creek
Aug 21, 8 am - Tunnel Park
Aug 23, 9:45 am - Upper Macatawa NA (84th Ave)
Aug 28, 8 am - Black Lake Boardwalk (East)

INTRO TO NATURE JOURNALING  $5
See description for Jul 9 program.

Aug 6, 10-11:30 am - Hemlock Crossing

 

 

 

 

 

 

For specific dates, themes, & to sign up, visit: 
miOttawa.org/ocpevents

EARLY SPROUTS - AGES 4-5 (w/caregiver) 
$6/session • 9:30-11 am • Hemlock Crossing
Activities will engage caregiver and child interactions in the 
outdoors. Caregivers will play an active role. 

NATURE BUDS - AGES 6-8 
$6/session • 9:30-11 am • Hemlock Crossing
Explore and engage with nature! Activities may include using 
dip nets in our wetland, scooping up butterflies in insect nets, 
and searching for salamanders. 

TWEEN EDITION - AGES 9-12
$12/session • July 20, 1-4 pm • Hemlock Crossing
We’ll hike for  inspiration, and then spend time making music 
and art inspired by what we find. 



Online registration: 
miOttawa.org/OCPEvents

Contact Nature Center staff with questions:  
(616) 786-4847 | naturecenter@miottawa.org

August

September

WILDLIFE ENCOUNTERS: HUMMINGBIRDS 
Unique to the Western Hemisphere, Hummingbirds are tiny flying 
jewels to behold! Come find out more, including how to attract and 
feed them in your own backyard.

Aug 6, 3-4:30 pm - Hemlock Crossing

FERN HIKE☻
See description for Jul 10 program. 

Aug 7, 10-11:30 am - Grand Ravines Park (North)

THEMED WALKS☻
Evening Sessions: 7-8 pm

Aug 9, Pigeon Creek Park - Galls and More
Aug 16, Crockery Creek - The River Runs Through
Aug 18, Hemlock Crossing - Galls and More
Aug 23, Bur Oak Landing - Meetings with Mittenleaves

DISCOVER THE DUNES☻
See description for Jul 9 program. 

Aug 13, 1-3 pm - Rosy Mound Natural Area

WONDER WALK☻
See description for July programs. 

Aug 13, 10-11:30 am - Ottawa Sands
Aug 20, 10-11:30 am - Hiawatha Forest

ASTRONOMY 
See description for Jul 23 program. 

Aug 13, 9-11 pm - Public Star Gazing at Hemlock Crossing

WILDLIFE ENCOUNTERS - KIDS! - 
See description for Jul 17 program. 

Aug 14, 3-4:30 pm -  Hemlock Crossing - Dragonflies

SUMMER NIGHT SOUNDS  $5
As darkness falls on the forest, sounds can become creepy and 
unfamiliar. Bring a flashlight and join a naturalist to explore some of 
the sounds of nocturnal critters in the woods!

Aug 19, 8:30-10 pm - Connor Bayou

KAYAK TRIPS  $10 + $20 for rental
Enjoy the sights and sounds of the Grand River and Crockery Creek 
by kayak.  Launch from Robinson Twp. Boat Launch. 

Aug 20, 9:30 am-12:30 pm - Crockery Creek
Aug 21, 1:30-4:30 pm - Crockery Creek

EARTH ENCOUNTERS GEOLOGY  Free - $5 for stone
Following a short presentation, you will have the chance to polish 
your own Petoskey Stone while learning some more lore and facts 
about this unique specimen. Bring your own stone to polish or 
purchase one for $5. 

Aug 27, 3-4:30 pm - Hemlock Crossing

PRAIRIE WILDFLOWER WALK ☻
The dazzling colors of our restored native prairies are a delight to 
experience! Come through the summer to see how they change 
and what flowers are in bloom at each park.

Aug 28, 3-4 pm - Hemlock Crossing

SHOREBIRDS FIELD TRIP  $10
Shorebirds are on their way south for the winter.  Intercept and 
identify a variety of them on these half day field trip options.

Sep 3, 7:30-11:30 am - Shoreline and Sod Farm Part I
Sep 3, 1-5 pm - Wastewater Shorebirds Part II

THEMED WALKS☻
Morning Sessions: 9:30-10:30 am

Sep 3,  Hemlock Crossing - Five-Needled and Fascinating
Sep 10, Hemlock Crossing - Tales of Birds & Water
Sep 17,  Hemlock Crossing - Glorious Goldenrods

Evening Sessions: 7-8 pm
Sep 6, Pine Bend - Tales of Birds & Water
Sep 13,  Pigeon Creek Park - Using a Compass 
Sep 20, Hager Park - Redwoods & Other Rarities 
Sep 27,  Pigeon Creek Park - Fire!  

THRU HIKE!  $5
Enjoy the changing seasons as you venture ALL THE WAY THRU 
these amazing parks!  A guide will lead you, so you’ll have all the 
more reason to soak in the beauty and uniqueness of each park. 

Sep 4, 2-4:30 pm - Connor Bayou 
Sep 11, 2-4:30 pm - Riley Trails

BIRD WALKS☻
Whether you are an avid birder or are just desiring to experience 
birds beyond your backyard, join us as we walk for warblers and 
search for sparrows on these birding walks.

Sep 7, 8-10 am - Hemlock Crossing
Sep 21, 8-10 am - Paw Paw East

REDEFINING RED PINES☻ 
See description for Jul 23 event. 

Sep 10, 10-11 am - Pigeon Creek

ASTRONOMY 
See description for Jul 23 program. 

Sep 10, 8 pm-10 pm - Fall Sky & Public Sky Viewing

MOUNT PISGAH RAPTOR WATCH
Join us at the peak of Mt. Pisgah to watch for migrating birds of 
prey. Come and go as you like.  Program length will depend upon 
the weather and the number of birds seen.  Bring drinking water, 
hat, sunscreen, sunglasses and binoculars.

Sep 18, 1-4 pm - Mt. Pisgah

EQUINOX EXPEDITION☻
The days are getting shorter and summer officially is ending!  Help 
celebrate the “Autumnal Equinox” by joining this expedition to find 
the begining signs of fall along the Pigeon River.

Sep 24, 3-4 pm - Hemlock Crossing

WILDLIFE ENCOUNTERS - KIDS! 
See description for Jul 17 event. 

Sep 25, 3-4:30 pm - Hemlock Crossing - Squirrels

 REGISTRATION REQUIRED    

 $    PROGRAM FEE    

☻REGISTRATION APPRECIATED

Look for these 
symbols next to 

the programs 
below!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Outdoor
s 

O
ttaw

a County Parks
explor

e your
explor

e your
m
iO

ttaw
a.org/Parks

O
TTAW

A
 CO

U
N

TY PA
RKS

Ottawa County Parks &  
Recreation Commission
12220 Fillmore Street
West Olive, Michigan 49460

This newsletter is printed on 10% post-consumer waste recycled paper

 SU
M

M
ER 2022


