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STATE OF M CH GAN
COUNTY OF OTTAWA

IN RE: BRI DLEWOOD SOUTH DRAI N

BOARD OF DETERM NATI ON

Proceedi ngs commenced on Wednesday, July 6, 2022, at
t he Jamest own Township O fices, 2380 Riley Street,
Hudsonvill e, M chigan, held before Marjorie A Covey,
CSR- 2616, Certified Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public.

( PROCEEDI NGS TYPED FROM RECCORDI NG )

APPEARANCES:
M. Joe Bush, Otawa County WAter Resources Comm ssioner
M. Josi ah Ti nmrermans, Chief Deputy to Water Resources Comm
Ms. Marie Snyder, Secretary
M. Rich VanderKl ok, Board Chairnman
M. Ken Souter, Board Secretary
M. Bill Cargo, Board Menber
M. Paul Forton, P.E., Spicer G oup
M. Noah Szott, P.E., Spicer G oup

M. Josh Westgate, Wight Townshi p Supervi sor

M. Jerry Aman, OQtawa County Road Conm ssion
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Hudsonvill e, M chigan
July 6, 2022
PROCEEDI NGS

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH. Well again, |
apol ogi ze for being past the 11 o' clock start, but | wanted
to make sure everybody was heard, being that was a nei ghbor's
area, another watershed.

"' m Joe Bush, the Otawa County Water Resources
Commi ssioner, for the people who didn't hear ne on the first
BOD.

We're here because we received a few petitions.
And this one is for the Bridl ewod South Drain. Again the
petition canme in because of sone concerns in another
wat er shed, next door to the one that we just had a Board of
Det er m nati on on.

And when we get a petition, one of the first things
we do is hold a Board of Determ nation, and then | appoint a
t hree- panel Board that we have before you this norning.

And when | appoint a three-panel Board, again,
these gentlenen are -- their job today is not to figure out a
cost or project. They figure out, does it need to nove
forward under my jurisdiction, to have a project.

So I'mnot either in favor of or not in favor of,
because, again, they nake that determ nation.

When it cones to maintenance limts, we heard about
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this earlier. Wen it's maintenance, it's 5,000 per mle,
per year, per drain. | don't get free noney that's just
willing to do that. It's still an assessnment whether it
conmes fromthe township 100 percent, or the county road
conm ssion, or the county me, sonebody is paying for it.

It could be a special assessnent if the township
says we don't want to cover that along with the road
comm ssion and the county.

Wth that being said, so when people think, oh,
there is $5,000, you got a 20-year devel opnent, that means
there is a hundred grand in this thing, or whatever, that's
not true. It's only 5,000 per year, per mle, per drain and
| have a thousand of these county drains.

So it's a lot of undertaking on trying to figure it
out. But again, that's Drain Code, that's the nmaxi num
amount .

Wthout a resolution, | know Paul hit on that
earlier, or a petition, again, so we'll get back to why we're
here today because we have a petition on both of these
wat er sheds, or drain districts, for a possible project.

So again | want everybody to understand to pl ease
gi ve testinony, whether you' re in favor of, have a probl em
or not in favor of.

These Board nenbers have not been out there. They

don't know | ocation except fromthe previous Board of
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Determ nation. They have a little idea of what's going on
out there now

But prior to today they were not called, email ed,
they don't know what Paul is going to be tal king about, his
engi neer's presentation.

Again, everything is prelimnary with the engi neer.
We haven't done a full-scale project cost or project -- we
don't even know the issues, that's why we hold the public
t esti nmony.

Everything is court recorded. Qur court reporter
is virtual today but she is -- these will be avail able
usual Iy about four to six weeks after today's hearing.

People in the association, | know Facebook is alive
and wel |, and you guys have your own private groups and a | ot
of nmessages have been goi ng across, which is good, a | ot of
good i nformation, but nmake sure it's accurate.

So people are tal king about |arge assessnents and
the projects and we haven't gotten that far yet. This Board
will determne, for the people that saw the | ast Board, it
got turned down.

So it's not like -- they're hearing testinony from
you guys, not me or the engineer. W just try and help
inform but they're the ones that nake the decision.

Wth that being said, | know there is sone issues

over there. | know Paul has been out there. | know ny drain
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I nspector Chris Machiela has been out there.

We | ooked at a fewthings in order to solve sone of
these issues that people were tal king about was way over the
mai ntenance limt, so that's when a petition cones in. Wen
a petition cones in, | have so many days to hold a
det ermi nati on.

Then | appoint a three-panel Board that don't have
any affiliation with the township board, Janestown Townshi p.
They don't own properties as far as this township in this
| ocation. So they're here to make a deci sion based on
t esti nony.

Wth that being said, when | appoint a three-pane
Board, this is all by Drain Code, | pick people who have been
doing these boards for a long tine. These three gentlenen
have been doing this a long tine.

| got elected in 2013, nost of them have been doing
BODs since |'ve been el ected. They understand Drain Code.
They understand their purpose today. And they understand how
to run a neeting, because nost of them have been involved in
these situations for their previous job or their current job.
They understand what their job and their task is today.

Wth that being said, I'll go ahead and do
I ntroducti ons.

We do have Spicer G oup, Paul Forton one of the

P. E.s, we have Noah over there.
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We have ny staff, Marie in the yell ow dress,
wal ki ng around, that's ny secretary. And we have ny chi ef
deputy standing here in the center for people to sign in
under the Bridl ewood South Board of Determ nation neeting.

And then we have Josh Westgate. He is your deputy
supervi sor for Janestown Township. And then we al so have
Jerry Aman fromthe Otawa County Road Comnm ssion, he's here
t oday t oo.

Wth that being said, | think nost people heard the
previ ous neeting, and then that outcone. Probably heard a
| ot of the presentation because again we went over, and |
apol ogi ze for that, but it happens. | want to make sure you
guys get enough tinme too. Take as |long as you want because
we're here to hear you guy's testinony and issues.

So at this tinme | think I got it all.

Gent | enen, please rise, and I'll go ahead and give
you the oath and then you will take over the neeting from
her e.

Gent |l enen, pl ease raise your right hand.

Do you each solemly swear that you will faithfully
perform and di scharge the duties inposed upon you, as
required by |law, as nenbers of the Board of Determ nation,
appoi nted by the Otawa County Water Resources Conm ssi oner,
to determ ne the necessity to maintain and i nprove the

Bri dl ewood South Drain, |ocated in Janmestown Township, in
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said county, gentlenen?

(Al replied, "I wll.")

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH: Thank you.

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK: Qur first order of
busi ness is the election of a chairperson.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER: I'll nmake a notion that
Rich serve as chairman

BOARD MEMBER BI LL CARGO  Second and support.

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK: Mbdtion has been
made and supported that Rich VanderKl ok serve as chair.

Al those in favor, say aye.

(Al replied, "Aye.")

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: And then we have a
notion for secretary.

BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO I'll nmake a notion that
Ken be naned as the secretary for this Board of
Det er m nati on.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: ['Ill support that.

Moved and supported that Ken Souter be the

secretary.

Al'l those in favor, say aye.

(Al'l replied, "Aye.")

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: That is al so
approved.

And then the rules of public comment, and that w ||
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be I'll make a notion that public comment be [imted to three
m nutes per person, if they want to speak.

And is that supported?

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  Support ed.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Mved and supported
that public comment be limted to three m nutes per person.

Al'l those in favor, say aye.

(Al'l replied, "Aye.")

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Carri ed.

Then we' ve al ready tal ked about the role and
function of the Board, Joe Bush has nentioned that, the
procedural history.

And then I"mgoing to turn it over to Paul to give
an engi neer report.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Excellent. Thank you, Rich

Inalittle bit of a fun spot because we' ve al ready
covered a lot of ground in the previous presentation, but |
al so understand that many of you weren't here right at 11
o' clock. So there mght still be sone questions.

I will try to address those as quickly as | can for
t he sake of tine because we are behi nd.

But we'll be able to go a little bit faster, things
like location. You guys already know where we're going to
be.

And so we'll tal k about the | ocation, the
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background, and history, and the statistics. W'IlI|l |ook at
t hat drai nage district boundary again for those folks in the
room

We do have sone phot ographs we've taken of the
system W can tal k about sonme observations that we nade
based on our inspection, and then tal k about next steps.

As Joe nentioned, we have not done a thorough
engi neering design study and report of this. W've sinply
done a windshield tour. You folks live there. So if you
know sonething | don't, please address it in public coment.
That woul d be fantastic.

Sonme of the other things that are extrenely
I nportant for us, |I'maware of saturated surface conditions,
saturated sod, wet areas.

I"ve heard tell of basenents that have fl ooded.
would like to confirmthat, if your basenent has fl ooded or
I f you know of someone's basenent that has flooded. That
woul d be hel pful.

In that though, it's very inportant to know whet her
it was surface water, |ike the water ponded up in nmy yard and
it came through ny slider or it canme through a wal kout; or
did you have a downspout gutter that slipped off and nade
your basenent wet; or maybe a sunp punp that fail ed.

As an engi neer, you know, one of the nobst inportant

questions to answer is if a basenent flooded, why? Dd it
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conme up through the cracks? O did it cone through an
openi ng.

So as we get into the public comments, we can't fix
what we don't know. So please feel free to address your
comments during public conment.

As far as the location, just for everybody that's
here probably lives there so they know, Board, we're just
south of the drainage district we |ooked at earlier this
norning. Mich like the Bridlewood Drain, this was a 433
Agreement that was established through the devel opnent of the
nei ghbor hood.

Bridl ewood South, in this particular area, was
2002, and then several phases in the years afterward.

The watershed is about 35 acres as it sits today.
There is 57 parcels or so, so 57 |landowners within this
particul ar wat er shed.

And the length of the drain, as you add up the
pi pes, is about 1.6 mles.

So as Joe tal ked about mai ntenance, it rounds up so
there would be two maintenance miles available to do
mai nt enance out there. So the nmaxi mumthat Joe coul d spend,
at least the way the lawis witten at this time, would be
$10, 000 under mai ntenance wi thout the need of a petition.

And then the land use, that just refers to howis

the |l and being used today. It's a neighborhood, so it's al
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residential, with a little bit of green space m xed in.

The picture that you see here is the current
drai nage district boundary, as it was drafted by the
devel oper for the 433 Agreenent.

As we tal ked about this norning, here are sone flow
arrows that we can slap on there. 1In general, the system
drains fromthe northeast corner to the southwest corner.

There are areas that we identified during our
i nspection, specifically on Stable Drive, where we can see
that the stormsewer was installed to actually take that
water north into Bridl ewood, we covered that a little this
nor ni ng.

So if this were a boundary that we wanted to cl ean
up, and have it not be based on the 433 Agreenent, or the
devel opnment boundary, we would | ook at Li DAR data and the
storm sewer information here, and nake a determ nation on
what the watershed boundary woul d be.

That wat ershed boundary is really inportant. So
for those that weren't here this norning, that watershed
boundary is what the drain office uses to determ ne the
speci al assessnent.

So that watershed boundary can be called a speci al
assessnent district, again I'mreferring to it as a watershed
boundary. But in general, when it rains, any water that

falls inside of that zone, that drains through the systens in
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the pipes to this basin in the southwest corner, and then
out, those would be the fol ks that would have what we call
derived benefit to any inprovenents or work that is done on
this drain.

There have been a | ot of questions about, well if I
don't have an issue, but I"'min that district, do I have to
pay for work that's done? Yes. You're all in one watershed,
and that's the nmeans and the nechanismthat Joe's office has
to generate a special assessnent district, to bring in the
funds for nmintenance and i nprovenent of this drain.

It's always fun to do two of these back to back
because it's |li ke, what have | said in the previous
presentation, and what am | m ssing now that woul d be
pertinent to you folks. So please do feel free to ask
questions during public comments because | want to nake sure
everybody has a solid understanding what we're doi ng here.

Board, for your benefit, we tal ked about a | ot of
basins before. |[|'ve got sone photos of the basin here, but
there is primarily one basin.

There is a couple different flow paths and drai nage
areas, but you've got sheet flow that cones down through this
area here. You got a little bit of a |inear wetland here
before it crosses the road and gets to the other side.

In the southwest corner, for Margie's benefit if

she's still on there, there is a basin here that's used to
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store water and release it slowwy. So the primary outlet and
the primary basin is primarily here in the southwest corner.

We spent a lot of tinme this norning tal king about
the green space in the mddle area here. And while I'mon
that note, the bulk of the conplaints we received in going
out to do the inspections, and the primary purpose of the
petition being circulated is related to saturated soils in
the south end of that basin.

And I'"mgoing to correct that and say prinmarily the
south end of that basin, but as | wal ked across it when we
i nspected it, the whole area is juicy at tines, saturated
sod. You can stand on it and junp on it and it brings the
water right up to the top, and it's very, very wet. So that
hol ds true for the entire green space here.

I would imagine after the dry spell we've had and a
little bit of a lack of rain, we're primarily in that
one- and-a-half nmonth w ndow where areas of this m ght
actually be dry and nowable. 1In talking to | andowners, it
sounds like July and the m ddl e of August is about the only
time this really dries out. Qher than that, it's extrenely
saturated for nost of the year.

Movi ng on into sone of the photos, again, for those
that weren't with us this norning, | got a location map in
the lower left-hand corner. |It's that sane overvi ew nap, and

you can watch the red star to see where the photo was taken.

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

13




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

| realize it's alittle bit small, but it gives you at |east
an idea as to where the photos were taken.

This particular photo is the outlet structure to
that basin in the southwest corner. So again, all the water
bl eeds into this basin, and then it's released through this
structure going out to a natural water course to the west.

No debris, |ooks pretty good, functional at this tine.

This particular photo is of the sane basin in the
sout hwest corner of the neighborhood, and it just gives you
an idea of how that basin |ooks. You'll notice that there is
sone cattails there. W do have sone trees that are starting
to form sone woody debris, just sonething to watch

And one of the main nmaintenance issues, people say,
what is drain naintenance? How do you mai ntenance on a
drai n?

Vell if the pipe is plugged with either cattails or
sticks and what not, getting that renoved, nuch like the
rocks we tal ked about this norning in the Bridl ewood
subdi vi si on, getting that inpedinent out of the way. That's
what we typically do when it conmes to drain maintenance. |If
there is a hole in a pipe, we would ook to fix that, but
usually there is a sink hole present or sonething to that
effect.

So when we tal k about nai ntenance, it's fixing,

pipes, it's renoving obstructions, and keeping the water
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fl ow ng properly.

Moving on, this is a picture of the area on kind of
the northeast side of Saddl ehorn that | nentioned, where you
have the rear | ot drainage com ng down through the cattails
there, and then entering a pipe and crossing the road before
it enters the actual storage basin that's utilized in the
nei ghbor hood.

This particular photo now, we are in that green
space area, and this is kind of what | would call that
sout hwest corner of the green space. There is an existing
catch basin there, and there is storm sewer on the western
edge of this area.

And so we've got another photo that we've taken of
this structure that we'll look at here in a mnute, but there
is infrastructure that is supposed to drain that rear | ot
ar ea.

In general, the ground slopes to this |ocation.
It's alittle flat, but |like we tal ked about this norning, at
| east it's concave and can get here for the nost part. |It's
not convex |ike the pond on the east side where that's
actual ly a pond.

But there are areas that don't have positive
drai nage or slope to this spot. So there are a few isol ated
spots where when it rains, that water will just sit there

unless it infiltrates or evaporates. Those are the only two
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opti ons.

So this is a photo of that sanme catch basin now
| ooki ng straight down on it. And one of the things | want to
point out is all of the little four-inch tiles that are
brought in here. This is a pretty challenging set of
ci rcunst ances here because as you |l ook at this, they're al
extrenely shal | ow.

Goi ng back to the previous photo, the ground sl opes
in general up a little bit, but not very nmuch. So these
four-inch pipes have very little cover, very little dirt on
top of them That nmakes them very susceptible to be plugged
with roots, even fromsod when they're this shallow, and plug
off the slots that allow for that drainage that we hope to
achi eve.

We're not here to tal k about solutions or fixes,
but one of the things that | would recommend, if they could
be brought into the basin deeper, and reinstalled, nost of
t hese are downspout gutters that are hooked to this, or sunp
punp outlets, or both.

This photo was taken yesterday, and |I know t hat
water was flowi ng through at |east two or three of those,
trickling through. Again, we did have sone rain on the 4th,
and sone sprinkles this norning, depending on what cloud you
were under, but in general it's been fairly dry. So these

photos are fairly fresh.
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As we | ooked in that catch basin, one of the things
we always |l ook for is the stormsewers going out of it. And
when we | ooked at that -- the reason we |ook at that is if
the pipe is full going out, and no water is going, that
i ndi cates that there is an issue.

In this case, there didn't appear to be an issue.
The water that's getting into the basin is going away through
the hill and | eaving through the storm sewer system

This particular photo here is in the southeast
corner of the sane green area. So we're a few hundred feet
east of the catch basin where we were.

| apologize, | can't use a pointer, it doesn't work
on a TV screen.

But in general, this particular photo is, again,
east of the outlet. There is no stormsewer here, there is
no county drain here. There is a little pocket you can see
by the cattails that catches water, and it just sits and
saturates, and it can't go away. So this is one of the
i sol ated pockets where the water is stuck there.

Many fol ks, via Facebook, and then al so sone of the
comments we received this norning, "that's a private
| andowner issue, just fix it yourself. |[|'ve spent thousands
of dollars fixing my own problem why should | spend dollars
to fix sonebody el se's"?

And, guys, | don't have a dog in this fight. |
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under st and everybody's side of this, okay?

This particul ar area though does not have a public
outlet. If you wanted to drain that spot, you' d have to work
with either the homeowner's association or the neighbors to
get permission to put in a pipe in order to drain this. So
this particular spot is alittle bit, one of the nore
chal | engi ng spots based on our inspection.

So, again, we've got sone dimnished functionality
of the detention basins. Wen you see the vegetation that's
growi ng there and the trees, you are | osing sone storage
volunme; but in general, not a lot. Those plants do provide a
benefit because there is filtration through those, and al so
nutrient uptake and things like that. But in excess, they
can becone a probl em

Do we have mmjor issues out there? Not really.

The outlet is functioning properly, the basin |ooks okay.

Again, correct ne if I'mwong, folks, because you
live there, we're just doing a wi ndshield tour as we went
t hrough here.

The second bullet there, saturated yard areas, that
seens to me to be the main point of concern for the residents
that we talked to. That sod just stays saturated and it
won't dry out.

And it's not just in areas that are flat. There

are areas that -- sone of the hones have wal kout basi ns. | f
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you' re famliar -- you guys are famliar with building. Wen
you build a wal kout basin, typically there is a slope

al ongsi de of that honme that leads up to the road. |It's not
just saturated down on the flat and down near the green
space, it's saturated up on the slopes too.

So when we're up six or eight feet above that flat,
and fromhere to the wall away, in nmy experience -- we didn't
wal k i n everybody's yards because | don't want to neet
everybody's dog, but in general, we were still seeing that
saturated zone up high.

And again, |ike we talked about this norning, if
you weren't here, when they devel oped t hese nei ghborhoods,
many tines they strip the topsoil off, shape the clay, get it
propped for the roads, sewer and what not, and then place
that topsoil back on top of that clay, and have it graded out
hopefully to drain.

In your particul ar nei ghborhood, you're sitting on
sone very, very hard clay, hard clay. So when you got that
clay | ayer underneath that topsoil, that water can't
infiltrate.

The fol ks that live on pure sand have the opposite
probl ens where as soon as it rains, that water w cks right
away and it disappears. And then everywhere else in M chigan
we have the loany mx. But in this particular area we got a

| ot of hard clay which |leads to those saturated yard areas.
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Agai n, we have heard reports of flooding and issues
of standing water in this particular nei ghborhood. W have
not surveyed this, so | cannot tell you what we have for even
pi pe diameters and sizes, and whether there is an issue or
not .

Again, frompublic comment, | would |ove to hear
how | ong does the water sit? Does that surface water sit
there for five days over the top of the structure that's
supposed to carry that water away? O is it there for five
hours? 1|s the system functioning or not?

From an outsider comng in on a windshield tour, it
| ooks like it's functioning pretty well. It |ooks |ike
saturated yards are the main concern. But again, I'd like to
hear nore about that because | was not able to go out there
after, say, a four or five-inch rain and see how the system
behaved, so we're going to rely on public comments for that.

So next steps, if the project is found not
necessary -- so again, the gentlenen here are not here --
again this is based on a | ot of coments we received on
Facebook and a |ot of different thing, so I'll touch briefly
on these and | et you guys do your things.

They' re not here to decide the scope of the
project. They're not here to decide how nuch noney it's
going to cost. They're not here to decide who is going to

pay how nmuch and why. They're sinply here to deci de whet her
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sonet hi ng needs to be done or not.

And | know Joe touched on this, but it's inportant
to note that that's their role. The role and function of the
Board is is it necessary or is it not.

If they determne that it's not necessary, then
there will be no |arge scale project. There mght still be
mai nt enance done on the system under the maintenance |imts,
but there would be no | arge scal e project.

And then the law requires that the drain office
needs to wait for a period of one year before receiving a new
petition on the Bridl ewood South Drain.

If it is found necessary, then we can dive into
| ooking into the issues that we hear about today. Typically
t hat neans surveying the system So we would send a survey
crew out to get elevation data and docunent what's out there.

We woul d then work toward a design. |[|f we needed
easenents or property acquisition in order to achieve the
goals, we would try to get easenents from fol ks.

This is a situation where we can't just put a pipe
where we want to, we need to get easenents there first.

Whet her it's a honeowner's association or a private
| andowner, we can't just go in and put a pipe where we'd |ike
to. W need to get perm ssion to do that.

That typically takes a significant anount of tine

to work through, because easenents tend to be one of our
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| ar ger chal | enges.

Permtting does also, if we get into a situation
where we need a permt fromthe state, that could add sone
time. Really looking at this watershed, | don't anticipate
that being an issue.

Then we get into biding, and then we finally get
into a Day of Review. So if you' ve tuned ne out until now,
this is where you really want to pay attention, right?
Everybody wants to know how nuch this is going to cost them
what's the bottomline. And that Day of Reviewis a Day of
Revi ew where you can cone in and revi ew your assessnent.

Since we've bid the job, and we know how nuch
construction is going to be, we know how nuch engi neering
was, if there was any legal involved, and Joe's staff, all of
those are tabulated into a conputation of cost. W know the
total nunber, and we know how nuch the county is going to
pay, the township is going to pay, and how much will be Ieft
on the residents.

So if the only thing that you hear nme say is, if
it's found necessary, |ook for a notice of that. You'l
receive a notice in the mail of a Day of Review of
Apportionment, you might want to pay attention to that.

You don't necessarily have to cone in. Actually
the way the lawis witten now, this changed a few years ago,

the val ue of your assessnent wll be on that notice, so that
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wi || be described. If you have questions, you can call

But that Day of Review does allow you to cone in
and review that assessnent in person too, if you'd |ike to do
t hat .

Fromthere there is an appeal process. |I'mnot a
| awyer, so I'"mnot going to play one on TV. But if you fee
aggri eved by your assessnent, and you don't think it's fair,
you can appeal, | believe it's within ten days of that Day of
Revi ew, and then it can be heard by a review board.

Once that process is conplete, then we can finally
nove to construction.

You know, as far as setting expectations, given
that we're probably going to need easenents to solve any of
the issues that we've identified so far, guys, we're a year
or two out fromshovel into the dirt, at least. If it's
found necessary, just nentally plan on that.

And so if you got drainage issues on your property,
don't -- Joe is not going to be able to conme in riding on a
white stallion and fix it by the end of this year. This
process takes tine. W're the governnent, we have the lawto
follow, and it's a pretty arduous process to give folks a
chance to appeal and to be transparent on what's goi ng on.

| don't believe |I've m ssed any of the hot topics.
Joe already touched on the one that it's not paid purely by

the county. | know sonme mai ntenance in other districts,
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sonetinmes the county and township do pay a hundred percent at
large. If this is a petition project, nore |likely than not,
they'Il pay a portion, but the |landowners will be paying a
portion as well.

Again, it will be based on that special assessnent
district Iine. |If the project is found necessary, that wll
be a line that would be inproved with our nodern data. W
got better elevation data than we did in 2001. | shouldn't
say we, | should say they, because we didn't setup this
initial boundary, but we got better data now so we can set

that up to be accurate to how the lay of the land is today.

And with that, | guess if there is any questions
fromthe Board, 1'd be willing to entertain those, and then
we'll probably get into a public conment.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you

Boar d?

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER: M only question |I've
got is that picture that you showed that there is nine
different drains comng into one catch basin on top, those
are run all across private property? O are those in sone
type of easenent that is al ready established?

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Excellent question. So
those are all private drains. Again, froma visua
observation, nost of those are going towards hones and

coll ect the downspout gutters. Mst of the downspout gutters
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come down and connect to a four-inch tile, and they woul d
then lead out to this and spill in right at the rimof the
structure, not down below, but right here in the rimthat you
can see.

So that is all private infrastructure, all on
private property. The only exception to that might be if
sonme traverse the green space, and | believe that's owned by
t he homeowner's association, if |I'mnot m staken.

So there mght be -- there is no public property or
no easenent that those are in, unless they happen to be in
the drain easenent that is setup for the drai nage pipe
| eading away fromthis to the west.

So there m ght be sone overlap in our easenent, but
in general, all these four inches are private.

O her questions?

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Bill?

BOARD MEMBER BI LL CARGO:  No.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay. Then 1'I1
open it up for public comment.

If you'd like to nake a conment, we ask that you
come to the podium and give us your nane and address, and
tell us if you have property in the district, or if you live
in the district, or have property in the district.

And the reason we're asking you to cone to the

podiumis because we're doing this virtually, and it's being
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recorded with our court clerk -- reporter, rather.
So if you have a comment, |'ll start in the back

row. |If you have a comment, cone forward and give us your

nane.

Anyone in the back row there?

kay. Then over here? Yes.

MS. SARAH FEENSTRA: Hello, |I'm Sarah Feenstra.
And | live at 4374 Saddl ehorn. So | was -- ny backyard was
actually one of the pictures. 1'min the corner around the
curve. | have an odd shape -- | have -- you probably nmet ny
dog. Yep.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: (I naudible.)

M5. SARAH FEENSTRA: |'mright there. So we've al
actually been in the nei ghborhood for about a
year - and-a-hal f. And when we did purchase the house, we did
notice that it was saturated as well.

But, again, when we did our research, it's the clay
base issue. W're on a hill. W have the cattails al
around us. W have great drainage but it is that clay.

W haven't had water in our basenent, just an
i nconveni ence that we have had to deal with, which we've had
in other hones that we've lived in other neighborhoods.

It's just the area that we live in, it's just very
hard clay. W just know that after a good rain, we have

teenagers, but they'll hang out in the front yard. And when
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| talk to other neighbors, it's just the way it is. Qhers
have adj usted their | andscapi ng throughout the street there.
We've all had to adjust. It's just the way it is

inthis area in West Mchigan. Cay is very conmmon.

And | think too, we have -- | nean |'m surrounded
by great drainage and |I'm high up, but I still have areas
that are saturated, |like you said. W' ve adjusted our

sprinkler systemto make it beneficial so we can try to do
t he best we can.

But we've been -- we have lots of friends in this
nei ghbor hood, and that's why we chose to nove here, and
they've all kind of said it, that they've all dealt with it.

I know sone of the people that are concerned, just
gi ving that advice of adjusting your sprinklers, having the
kids play in the front yard after a wet rain. But that's
just the way it is in this area, and I"'mreally against any
ki nd of big project that's going to inpact the whole
nei ghbor hood, when we're all kind of adjusting and nmaki ng
t hose adj ustnents.

I know sone peopl e have, again, changed their
| andscapi ng, or added nore drainage tiles, but we've all --
it's one project to help a few people, is going to nake a
huge financial burden on everyone. But we're all dealing
with it because it's a clay-based issue.

"' mnot an engineer, that's not ny expertise. But
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the research |'ve done, and know ng the experience that when
we lived in Gand Rapids we had clay. And | had that as a
little girl we couldn't play in the backyard after it rained.

So I'mjust against it right now, especially wth
how t he econony is right now It's just not a financial that
us Janmestown famlies can handl e.

And any advice that's just general, |ike, hey,
during these nonths, cut back on your sprinkling. O, hey,
there are products.

But any type of big assessnents that's going to be
financially burdening, when we're already adjusting, and it's
just the clay issue.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay, thank you

M5. SARAH FEENSTRA: Any questions on ny property
since | know it's unique?

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Any surface flooding or does
the water seemto go through the cattails and go away?

M5. SARAH FEENSTRA: Yeah. And like | said, there
is just alittle section that's wet.

And al so, because of the sun, ny front yard doesn't
have it because of the sun, and | wi sh | had nore.

W get a lot of algae in the back on the siding
because it is a shaded area, so you're not going to get that
evapor ated, because it does face an area that gets | ess sun.

So you're not going to get that evaporation because of the
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clay sitting there.

So ny front yard doesn't have any issues because it
has I ots of sun. And sane thing, ny snow nelts awesone
because of the sun on the driveway.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you.

Anyone el se in the back there?

MR MATT HOLLI NRAKE: Matt Hol Ii nrake, 4326
Saddl ehorn, right on the east side of Sarah.

| understand the presentations nention that he
doesn't see any problem |Is there standing water anywhere?
Is there an area where -- it seens |like you said | know you
just drove by, but if anyone el se would be one of the first
to do it.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Great question. So we were
out there in March, and then again yesterday. | was not out
there yesterday, | know Noah was out there yesterday from our
of fice.

But when | was out there in March, there were
pockets of, | would say puddles. | wouldn't say pond, that's
way too big. But there were definitely saturated zones that
were so saturated -- the cattails fromthose photos, that had
some standing water in it, but nothing on a |l arge scale.
Everything was nostly subsurface and saturated as you wal ked
on it.

And I"'mtrying to think just off of nmenory, there
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m ght have been sone standing water in the ditch at the far
north, but not much. That seenmed to be getting into the pipe
and going away. So limted at nost.

MR MATT HOLLI NRAKE: | guess ny concern is if
everybody just has a danp yard after raining -- if the system
isn't working, then maybe it's sonething to |look at. But if
it's just a danp yard after a rain, and we live on clay, then
| don't know that it's a drai nage issue.

And | understand that you're going to determne if
that needs to be engineered to find out if it is. | guess
I"'mw th Sarah, and you'll hear the sanme thing, and we heard
alot inthe first one is that people have just always dealt
with it. And there are people that have done mai nt enance
with their owmn yard with their downspouts and sprinkling, and
fixed their own problens. So to put that cost on everybody
else, I"magainst it.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: COkay. Next
gent | eman?

MR. TODD CASTOR: So | just noved in a year or so
ago. | live at 4323 Saddl ehorn there. W're the first --

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Your name, again,
sir?

MR, TODD CASTOR: Todd Castor. Sorry.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you.

MR, TODD CASTOR: W're the first house right next

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

30




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

to 22nd, right there.

And so first of all | would say that |'m agai nst
doing the major project. | would agree with what's al ready
been said, etcetera.

| know that that drain -- | actually have nore
questions. That drain right behind our house there, there is
not actually a drain. |It's just dug, right? | mean there is
not -- there is nothing under the ground?

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Honestly, I'mnot sure of
the answer to that. Many tine when we -- when the devel opers
do a 433 Agreenent, sonetines they'|ll establish centerline
and it will be just swailed for open ditch or open drain
dr ai nage.

MR. TODD CASTOR. |'mpretty sure it is.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: | would not be surprised if
it was setup. It mght just be -- many tines the drain
conm ssioners, | don't know about at that tine, but certainly
now, we do require rear lot drainage. And that's why a | ot
of tinmes you see these |long, skinny lots or what not across
that to ensure drainage.

MR. TODD CASTOR: So ny question is twofold. |
know t hat | ast summer sonebody cane out and done sone di ggi ng
there to clean it out a little better, | don't know all the
details on that. Sonebody in the room m ght know nore than

know on t hat one.
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The real question is right across the street, we
just saw in the |ast year twenty sonme houses get put in over
there. If you went in ny backyard, you' d see ny backyard is
a good six, eight, ten feet below the road level. And | see
all these houses going in over there, and |I'mjust wondering
how wel | that drainage is being done, which isn't on either
one of these, because, in all honesty, |ast year, from
Septenber all the way through till probably March of this
year, | had to tell ny grand-kids you couldn't play in the
backyard it was so nmuddy and so bad.

Agai n, obviously clay, etcetera, | understand al
those kind of things. |'mjust curious about those two
t hi ngs.

Is that drain sonmething that could just get dug out
alittle better, or cleaned out a little better or whatever
to work better; and howin the heck is it that all those
houses getting put in -- and | know there is probably another
twenty houses getting put it right there across the street,
along there, how well is that getting drained? Because
that's all up higher than our houses down on Saddl ehorn.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Board, would you like nme to
address sone of those questions?

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLCK:  Yes.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON. So the first question, yes,

if we have established route and course fromthe plat, if
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that's sonething that needs to be cl eaned out or nmaintained,
that is sonmething you woul d have jurisdiction over.

We woul d probably need to dive into the easenents
just to nmake sure everything is, 1'll put the | awer hat on,
we want to make sure you have the right to do that.

But judging fromwhat we're seeing here, that is an
opti on.

MR. TODD CASTOR It's all on the land that the
el ectric lines go through.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Now in saying that, the
pl atted easenent is likely all on your side of the |ine.

Now whether it's actually constructed there or not,
we don't know because we're -- we weren't there when they
devel oped it. But in general there should be the ability to
grade sone of this.

| do see a swi nmm ng pool here, and depending on the
| andscapi ng that was done, that's sonething we would need to
| ook at, but there are options for that.

Now regardi ng the devel opment on the other side,
did not -- it's not ny developnent, | didn't design it. |
didn't even do the site plan review on that one.

But | do know from | ooki ng at sonme of that
el evation data, the LiDAR data, it seens to ne the front
guarter to a third of that nei ghborhood would drain to the

nort heast corner and then go north through Bridl ewood. The
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back two-thirds to three-quarters of that, there is a natura
ravi ne that comes in behind Bridl ewood that nost |ikely
serves as the outlet for that.

Again, | don't know. | haven't |ooked at the
design, but there is really only two ways to take that water.
Most of it is likely going east, sone of it may be going
west .

Now | say that, you know, you never know how a
devel oper had that designed. Mny tinmes it's to one pond and
then released slowy. So I could be wong in that
assunption, but that's how the lay of the land is today.

This corner goes north, and then the back part goes
nort heast .

MR, TODD CASTOR. So, yeah, just a little concerned
because of all the drainage across the street, and the fact
that we're all lower than they are over there.

So t hank you.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay, thanks.

End of the row? Anyone else in that row?

Go ahead, sure.

MS. DEE JAKLI NSKI: Dee Jaklinski, 4331 Saddl ehorn.
' mthe second house fromthe corner.

My question is the drainage ditch, yep, on the
south side, the water used to flowreally well. In the |ast

few years when we get a lot of rain, I wll get 12 to 14
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i nches of water sitting in that drainage ditch in the back of
the yard. | don't know why it isn't going away, but | need
you guys to wal k out, check the angle on it, do whatever it
I's you do and find out.

| don't know if it needs servicing, cleaning,
now ng, whatever, but sonething needs to be done. It m ght
help nme, and it m ght help Todd.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay. Good. Thank
you.

MR. JON BUSHEN: Jon Bushen, 4338 Saddl ehorn. The
ot her side of the street of those houses, the third house in
t he back of the hill there.

We've lived there for eight years. W' ve had sone
flooding in the backyard. W did put our own personal kind
of draintile in there to actually relieve sone of that, but
we still had flooding when the power went out. That gave us
about an inch of water in our basenent through our back
slider, fromthe hill. But we also knowthere is a hill
there that drains straight down.

Qur nei ghbor also to the right of us also put in a
separate punp | ast year to do her own nmai ntenance to try to
clean it out.

We do still have wet backyards, but | do believe
it's because of the clay, | think sone of the maintenance

that coul d be done.
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| cannot address the main space. So those that are
here that are in the main space, | know you guys are very wet
over there, and | cannot address that.

But | can address that no matter where we are in
that space, if we're off the hill, we're always going to have
drai nage down there. So we put sonething in, but we still
have sone drai nage.

But you wanted to know about fl ooding, we did have
sonme flooding. W have a backup sunp punp now, so that we
can avoi d some of that.

But I would not be in favor of putting it on
everyone in the neighborhood to fix this. | do think it is a
clay issue |ike many people have said. But | think sone
mai nt enance around that area could be | ooked at to naybe
possi bly | ook at why sonme of it is backing up.

Because when we do get rain, we probably wll have
rain in the backyard for -- | nmean if we get a good two,
three, four-hour rain, it will be two for two days.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay, thank you.

Next row?

MR. STEVE VAN DYKE: Hi, thank you for doing this.

My nanme is Steve VanDyke, and | live at 4452 Saddl ehorn,
which is in the circle. 1'll let you point out where that
I'S.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Right here.
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MR STEVE VAN DYKE: Yes.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: | think we spoke on the
phone, right here in the corner.

And that catch basin there is a photo of, just for
clarity, was right here in the corner. And there is a storm
sewer that proceeds along those rear lot |ines right now and
it termnates at a catch basin there at the top, just to get
everybody up to speed.

MR. STEVE VAN DYKE: So | have a few coments.

One of themis on the circle, only those two or
three houses that are there can actually drain into the
drains. There isn't a drain for the circle for the other
houses on the circle to drain into.

And so, as was shown, there is that [ower north
corner that is all cattails, that is actually a little |ower
behind -- yep. Nope. Not that one, it's actually that one
right there. That whole area fills wth water

On the association land directly behind ny house,
there is -- the association 16 or 17 years ago put a French
drain in that sits right on top of the county drain. And
that's nowthe tile for that that has surfaced, and there is
m ce that have opened holes in that. That's starting to
fail.

And so after -- it used to be before they put in

that French drain, which is not really part of the county
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drain, but drains over to it, it's one of those tiles that
goes over into that, you know, octopus of -- with the holes.
It used to be that that area would fl ood for several weeks
and just have standing water for several weeks before the
associ ation put that French drain in.

And that's starting to fail, and | feel that that
is an issue for the county to | ook at because there is al
that water that the homeowners in that circle put in, it all
tries to flow over to this -- to this south corner. And it
can't make it. The elevation and grade just doesn't support
t hat wat er noving.

And so | have a picture that | took, sorry,
awhile -- just this spring. And so, | don't know, is it okay
I1f 1 walk up?

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Sure.

MR. STEVE VAN DYKE: So this is where the drain is
over here. And this the is the play set that's actually on
the association property (inaudible), and that's actually a
different one I was going to show. Sorry about that.

And so this water is starting to stand now and j ust
sits there. In fact, there is, in this area, all these
houses along this area, they all have their downspouts goi ng
into that open area, and it just has no way to fl ow because
there is no way for themto connect too. So it just flows,

it doesn't flow appropriately, and it just sits.
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And then, so that I'mon the recording, then there
Is another -- there is another video that | will show. So
this is that sane area, as it sits. And it just --

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOQUTER: The water is running.

MR. STEVE VAN DYKE: The water is running and there
is atile, and you can see one of those tiles is the tile
that kind of goes through. That French drain that goes over
to that play set area, it's just |like exposed and it's just
like -- it just can't keep up.

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOQUTER:  Um hum

MR. STEVE VAN DYKE: And it's failing.

I don't know if you want to see nore of that or
not .

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER: That's okay.

MR. STEVE VAN DYKE: So yeah, | |ook at that, and
| -- there is that whole center area. And that center area,
nobody has any ability to connect to that county drain. It
goes into that circle, that circle is wobbly. | think that's
where you said it pops up higher.

The drai nage comn ssion canme in seven years ago,
they dug a ditch on the north side. And they just -- they
stuck the dirt over in the center and just kind of piled it
and just spread it alittle, created this convex area, and
the flowis just terrible in there.

So |l do think -- and I"msorry if everybody has to
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pay sonething if we, you know, look at this. | don't know
how all that works, but | do think that's an issue that needs
to be addressed to be correct.

Sone of the standing water that's behind ny
property, and the property behind nme, | get concerned with
nosqui t oes. W' ve got equestrian encephalitis now that's
comng to the area with nosquitoes, that's going to be a
greater issue that can affect the whol e nei ghborhood with the
kids and what not. So |I get concerned about that.

The house directly to the south of nme, or to the
north of ne, has flooded at |east once.

| have two sunp punps on ny property, and they're
both running all the tinme, whether it's wet, dry, whatever.
| have one on each corner of the hone.

Ri ck's honme before he owned it, that flooded. The
wat er cane up, their sunp punp couldn't keep up and the water
canme up through the sunp punp.

The hone directly to the south of ne has fl ooded.
Sanme issue, the water just cane up through the sunp punp, it
coul dn't keep up.

And so, yeah. You're looking to find out if and
how t he water has fl ooded. And so, let ne just |ook at ny
not es.

So | think that's what | would like to say is, you

know, to have that center area revi ewed and addressed,
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think, would create equity within the county drai nage system
so that, you know, we've got people that you tal ked about on
Saddl ehorn going up towards 22nd, they don't seemto have a
concern. But they all have a place where they can put their
drai nage. But the people in the center area, they've got
nowhere that they can put their drainage.

Now one thing that the association has | ooked at is
whet her they want to try and replace that French drain, and
that's not going to happen. They said, just let it go back
to being a problemuntil the township -- or until the county
| ooks at it is kind of where they are.

They are | ooking at doing sone grading to try to
get the grading in that north corner. But even that, | think
they're just |like cherry picking at small things.

I"d much prefer to see that center area, to see
equity within the systemto see that everybody -- everybody
on the east side, they' ve all got their downspouts goi ng down
totile, and it's all dunping as far as they can, but back
into that open area, and it has nowhere to go but to sit and
settle and saturate the whol e area.

So | think that's everything that | wanted to say.
"Il go ahead and sit down and take a | ook at ny notes, but
if I do see sonething | mssed, I'd like to just cone back
up.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: |If soneone el se
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wants to speak

MR. STEVE VAN DYKE: Sure, thank you.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Anyone else in the
front row? M' anf No?

OCkay, then back in the back? Yes, you, sir.

MR RICK COMN:. So ny nanme is Rick Coman. | live
at 4464 Saddl ehorn. So | actually live directly north of the
house where M. VanDyke that just spoke.

|'ve been there since 2012. And when | first noved
inl did have sone water -- | would say not standing, nore
i ke puddles, but it was clay and in Janestown you get clay
and you get issues |ike that.

| did invest several thousand dollars in the [|ast
couple years to put in ny own drain tile and downspouts and
It connects to the sewer lines. | haven't had any fl ooding
in the ten years |I've lived there. And it seens |ike the
drain tile I've installed has seened to address ny issues.

And |'m actual ly agai nst any sort of overal
nei ghbor hood assessnent that has to be done. Because while |
understand the frustration of sone of the areas, | don't know
how putting in some new drain tile is actually going to have
an inmpact on the clay that we all live in.

So, thank you.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you.

The lady -- I"msorry, there was another. Sorry.
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M5. PATTI SELVIUS: M nane is Patti Selvius and |
live at 4486 Saddl ehorn Drive.

My husband and I, we are just in favor of just
maybe if sone nore mai ntenance can be | ooked at. W' re not
really in favor of a huge assessnent on everyone.

W have the sane thing, we've lived in our house
for 16 years, and we've always dealt with the saturated | awn.

We have done sone of our own work in tiling into
the drainage tiles. But just if maybe the, soneone could
come and | ook with maybe sone mai ntenance and just | ook at
that and not the whol e huge assessnent on everyone.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay. Thank you.

Yes, nma' anf

M5. DORIS FELTON: Hello, nmy nane is Doris Felton
and | live at 4450 Stable Drive.

My problemw th this whole thing is | don't go in
and buy a new car w thout knowi ng the price. And you keep
tal ki ng about the project and the cost and whatever, and it
sounds |like we're not going to know the cost until it's

al ready a done deal .

And | don't feel that's fair on anybody. |'m
not -- ny land is wet, as that was the first thing we noticed
when we even cane and | ooked at the house. |'ve only been

there |i ke eight nonths.

But ny question for the whole thing is how can you

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

43



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

approve a project wthout a cost, w thout know ng an
approximate cost? | nean it sounded like fromwhat this
gentl eman said, we're all the way to the bottomof the |ist
before there is even any indication of what it's going to
cost .

| don't do business like that, and | don't think
it's fair for anybody el se to have an assessnent put on them
or the project started, if that's the case, w thout know ng
t he cost.

| think that's very unfair, and I think that's an
unfair business practice, that there should not be just a
bl ank check.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay, thank you

Is there any comment to that?

BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO. Really it's sonething we
tal ked about before. This is state law. W' re seeing
whether there is a problem And then it's up to the drain
comm ssioner to see if there is the necessity of an issue to
be corrected for himto cone up to a solution. And he
doesn't do that now because if he did, all of those costs
woul d be assessed on you, all the engineering and everything
el se before there was even a determ nation of a problem

So | understand your frustration. It is unusual.
But there are a |ot of assessnents that kind of go that

direction. |If you were having a road paved, they don't give
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you a final cost. They can give you a better estinmate there
because it's easier --

M5. DORI'S FELTON: But |I'mnot hearing any kind of
esti mat e.

BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO It's not the purpose of
this hearing. So you're right about that.

M5. DORIS FELTON: Okay, thank you.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Yes, sir.

MR. DON SNIDER: My nane is Don Snider. |'m at
4347 Saddl ehorn. 1'mjust to the west of that pool that was
referenced earlier. And -- yeah

Last year, the comm ssion cane out, the drain
comm ssi on cane out and dredged behind ny house and al so
behi nd the pool. And for sone reason, we weren't notified by
the drain comm ssion in advance that this was going to take
pl ace, which | thought was unprofessional.

And furthernore, they just dredged that --
bet ween -- behind our two houses, and it just created a pond.
So that the water was getting hung up just to the west side
of ny property. Therefore, it just created a pond and
encouraged the cattails to grow faster.

And | called Chris at the comm ssion and asked him
why they decided to just dredge behind our two houses, and
not go all the way down, all the way down to the drain in the

sout hwest corner. Yes. And | never got an answer.
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And | called himback, and | asked what the price
was to have those -- those two properties -- or two -- the
drai ns behind those two properties dredged and not go all the
way down. And, again, | never got an answer as to why they
just did those two properties.

So, anyway, | would recommend, if you do decide to
do sonething with that ditch, that you do the whole ditch al
t he way down.

|'ve cone to the conclusion that water in our area
is a fact of Iife and there is not a whole | ot you can do
wthit. | tried to weed whack the ditches half a dozen
tinmes a year. Last year | couldn't do that because it was
filled wwth water alnbst the entire year. And the water
coul d not escape due to the dredging.

" m opposed to having everybody pay for this
project, a nmajor project. But if you decide to go forward
with a major project, | would like to see the whole entire
ditch dredged. And if that makes sense, that's it.

| thank you for your tine.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you.

In the front row, right here, coment?

Comment ?

Is there anyone who has not had a chance to nake
public conmment ?

MR. MATT HOLLI NRAKE: Can | ask a foll ow up?
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BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: | f you cone forward
and give us your nane and address agai n.

MR. MATT HOLLI NRAKE: WMatt Hol linrake, 4362
Saddl ehor n.

The south section of Saddl ehorn, the east-west
section, on either side of those, those drain directly to the
sout hwest, correct?

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Wiereabouts are you now?

MR MATT HOLLINRAKE: On the north side, so this
drain goes in here, right?

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Yes.

MR, MATT HOLLI NRAKE: And this goes here.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Yes.

MR. MATT HOLLI NRAKE: So that's correct?

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Yes.

MR. MATT HOLLI NRAKE: When you tal ked about derived
benefit, | get that if the rain that falls on nmy property
doesn't affect the people in the center, why are we part of
that drain easenment? Does that nmake sense?

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Great question. And we get
this a lot, especially when there is a |ot of branches.

So just to make sure I'mon the sane page, if your
wat er cones through this branch of the systemto the pond,
and yet others cone here, why would you be on the hook for

any i nprovenents done here, because your water doesn't flow
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through that part of the system

Is that the core of the question?

MR. MATT HOLLI NRAKE: Yeah, pretty nuch.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Perfect. The answer to that
IS because it all flows through one concentrated point, and
it's all the same watershed. There isn't a distinction nade
for that.

Now t hat being said, we do assessnent rolls all the
time, and I amnot going to prom se anything from M. Bush,
but the possibility exists where if work were done only on
your branch or another branch, the factors could be wei ghted
such that that branch either pays nore, or all of the cost
associated with that work. |'mnot promsing that, |'mjust
saying it is taken into account occasionally.

We al so have situations where nmaybe work is done in
an upstream portion of the watershed and none of it is done
in the |l ower portion, those folks in that upper watershed
m ght pay nore or all of the costs as well, if that's makes
sense.

We call that a proximty factor, where are you in
proximty to the work that was conpleted. Does your parce
utilize that inprovenent or not. So that can be applied to
the assessnent roll when we do that.

And | didn't talk a | ot about assessnent rolls

earlier, | kind of flew over that. But in general it's based
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on acres, how many acres you contribute, but also your |and
use. We might have a little drainage, for exanple, that
cones fromthe south. | don't know for sure, I'd have to

| ook at the Li DAR, but open space woul d probably be charged
| ess per acre than devel oped space.

When we get into | arger watersheds, comercia
tends to pay nore than residential, pays nore than ag, and
nore than |ike parks and such.

So, no, good question. It really does get tough,
guys, because the cost needs to be recuperated. You are al
one entity.

Sonebody explained it this way, you're all in a
boat, and if there is a hole in the boat anywhere, it's going
to sink. And obviously if the boat sinks, that draws
property values down. And there is argunents that can be
made to both sides.

And | totally understand your point if an
i nprovenent is nmade to a part of the systemthat your
property doesn't drain through, it does get very chall engi ng
to set up those assessnent rolls in a fair way. Does that
make sense?

MR, MATT HOLLINRAKE: | feel l|ike using your
anal ogy, there is two different boats here, and their boat
has a hole in it.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: And that's the chall enge,
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because this drainage district, this is a legal entity. So
the Bridl ewood South Drain is its own |egal entity, and, you
know, the costs that are born to that have to be paid by it.

But, no, we understand your point. |'mnot trying
to argue agai nst you for sure, because we understand where
you're com ng from

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you. | wll
nove the public portion be --

MR JOE BUSHE M. Chair, can | have one?

So | just want to nake a statenment fromthe
gent|l eman before the | ast speaker with Chris. [|'mnot sure
why we didn't clean out the whole area behind you, | can't
answer that today. But we're going to nmake sure we get back
with you and Chris wll be figuring that out.

The only thing | can think of is in that area, |I'm
not a hundred percent sure by looking at it today, we m ght
not have all the easenents behind all those property owners.
This was platted in 2002, | believe, so they didn't always
get the easenents in 2002, so | have to get themtoday -- not
today, but in today's world, in 2022.

So Chris mght have only had easenents -- and |
think that's Consunmers Power as well, and that may even be
your green space by | ooking at the property |ine.

So I'mnot sure what happened there, but | just

want to nake sure that -- when we do notice for drain

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

50



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

mai nt enance, we're required by law to give two notices. So
we typically mail out those notices not once, but twice, to
property owners to | et them know we're going to be sonewhat
trespassing. That's what the easenent is for, but we want to
| et people know we're going to be there.

So ny apologies fromny departnent if we didn't do
a good job of that.

Now t hat being said, Chris mght have just had a
coupl e property owner's pernission, because we don't have
easenments, and that's how that m ght have happened. But |
can't speak on that without digging into nore detail.

But | want a clarification that that happens in
these 2002 plats that were devel oped, there is no easenent to
go all the way to the end.

| would love that in today's world, but we don't
have that in all these ol der devel opnents, but we'll | ook
into that. | just wanted to clarify.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you.

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: May | speak?

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Then 1'I1l nove that
t he public comrent portion be closed.

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Just one --

BOARD MEMBER BI LL CARGO. Everybody has had a
chance to speak, and it was over three mnutes. So we've

been very generous on that. And we're not going to get a
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debate. W have the information that we need at this tine.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: So is that
supported?

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER: |'Ill support.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Mved and supported
to cl ose debate.

Al'l those in favor, say aye.

(Al'l replied, "Aye.")

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Then we have some
correspondence that we've received. So |I'mgoing to ask the

secretary to --

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER: |'ve gone through the
correspondence that we've received. | nean there is eight of
them | can read themall, but |1've read pretty nmuch all of

them and they're all negative based on the fact that it
| ooks like the petition was sent out, the petition read in
such a way that all the costs of this would be taken by the
county; and if that wasn't the case, that there would be an
assessnment on it. |'d be happy to read them

BOARD MEMBER BI LL CARGO. If we can just put them
in the record. | don't think we have to read through them
all.

Thank you.

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER: Pretty nuch all

negati ve.
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BOARD MEMBER BI LL CARGO. Thank you

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay. Then, Board,
any comments that you would like to nake?

BOARD MEMBER BI LL CARGO  There appears, you know,
this is kind of on the border between mai ntenance and havi ng
to go slightly beyond mai nt enance.

So if a project is approved, if we say there is
necessity, | think one of the things we can say is this is
not going to be a very expensive project.

My concern is between the open area in between the
honmes, and the very south line, is that the maintenance that
woul d have to occur there, or the inprovenents that would
have to occur there, are such that woul d be greater than what
t he mai ntenance woul d allow to be conpl et ed.

The mai ntenance on this, we have 1.6 mles, or two
mles, islimted to 6 to $10,000. And so that's where ny
concern is is that there is an issue there. [It's not a mgjor
I ssue, but there is an issue there that has to be resol ved,
and | don't think they can do it for between six and ten
t housand dol | ar.

So there is a need in nmy opinion, a necessity to
have a project, but again it's going to be a very m nor
project. And | think it's sonething that can be easily
resol ved.

But even on the south drain, you' re going to have
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to go a fair anpbunt of distance just to clear it out to nake
sure that it's draining properly.

And it sounds like there is now water collecting on
that that there hasn't been for years. And again, the
mai nt enance noni es al one won't be enough to cover that.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Ckay.

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER: | guess | got a
question for Joe.

Joe, if -- okay, if you did a study of this area
and did sone work, engineering work on it, and you found that
to do it properly, it's going to be a huge project, is there
an out for it to not be done if the people don't want it
done?

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH. Yes, there is.

And | always do a cost analysis with every project, because |
usually try to nmake the engineer cone up with three
alternative solutions; cheap, md range, and then the
Cadillac. | don't always pick the Cadillac, but you like to
have those options so everybody doesn't say, you didn't | ook
into those options. So | always | ook at three.

And we always do a cost analysis with the engineer
and the township, and how much is it going to cost residents.
W live in different tines, |I'mvery cautious of the cost of
projects and people's incone. So |I'mvery cautious of that.

That being said, there is a couple ways, wth
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mai nt enance, that's per year. So maybe one year you would
tackl e one of the issues and anot her year tackle another one.
So you could nmaybe do that, wap this up in a couple years of
mai nt enance.

["mnot saying we would, |I'mjust saying the
alternatives because of the costs. That's why we're here.

We got a petition because it's nore than the nai ntenance,
potentially. That's why we have a heari ng.

So to have an out? Yes. |s there other
alternatives? Possibly. There could be a resolution too,
fromthe township, if the cost is a little nore than
mai nt enance, you can always -- | can get a resolution from
the township if that Board would pass that at that tine.

But that could be another option, but |I'mjust
going to throw it out there and nention it for the record.

But | do a cost anal ysis.

If you said a mllion dollars, I'd say no way.

BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO. To give an idea, if
you're taking a look at sinply cleaning out that drain on the
south side, and you're probably talking there it | ooks maybe
| ess than a thousand yards, would that be -- in fact probably
| ess than 600 yards, would you be able to do that within your
mai nt enance budget ?

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: So to answer that, | was

just running in G S the app.
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| did a nmeasurenent fromhere, let ne get on this
side so you can see, fromthis |location here to approxi mately
the corner there where you get into the basin, it's about 250
yards. That's fine if you hunt and fish and shoot, 250 yards
makes sense. But we bid everything out per |inear foot.

So you're |l ooking at 750 feet of open drain. |If
you were to take 750 feet, even at five dollars a foot,
you' re under five grand.

Am 1 doing ny math right on that one? Yeah. So
3500, 4000 bucks, to clean that out.

Now again, that's nmaybe a | ow price because we are
i n backyards and grass and yard restoration takes a little
bit nore. But nmy best guess, just looking at it right off
the cuff here, | think you' re going to be under that ten
grand figure.

And being an engi neer that deals with water,
everything relies on grade. And we're seeing a fairly
significant anount of contours. Wen you start to see these
contour lines really close together, we do have sone
opti ons.

It looks like they're starting to space out here
and get fairly flat, which is why you're seeing sonme of those
areas, if you dig and naybe even over-dig a little bit,
they'll pond and hold water. But we can certainly take a

| ook at that shoot grade and then try to set a steady
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el evation all the way through.

What |'m pl easantly surprised to see is those
contours do seemto be on the correct parcel, which is huge.
They' re not breaki ng onto Consuners.

But again, this is GS data, it's not |locked in
perfect. But | do think that there are options there that
can address that issue for under 10 grand.

BOARD MEMBER BI LL CARGO. So the two-year option
then you could take a | ook at spending 10 thousand, and then
the second area the follow ng year?

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Correct. And many tines
when we do projects like that, we mght do one in the fal
and another one in the spring. And the fiscal year, the
cutoff for that is January 1st, if |I'mnot m staken

Right. R ght. So as we spend that 10 grand, it's
10 grand per calendar year. |t doesn't matter where you
slide that.

BOARD MEMBER BI LL CARGO. Ckay, that hel ps.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: That's hel pful.

My personal opinionis | like the idea of the
mai nt enance piece for it, and saying that, | personally, |
woul d nake a notion that this petition is not necessary and
conducive to public health, convenience or welfare. And that
the petition be dism ssed.

That's nmy notion, if soneone supports it.
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BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO I'Il support that.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Motion is nade and
supported that it's not necessary.

Al'l those in favor, say aye.

(Al replied, "Aye.")

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: And then that's
carri ed.

Joe, do you want to say anythi ng about appeal ?

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH. Yeah. |f anybody
want ed to appeal their decision today, you can do that
through circuit court. You have ten days fromtoday if
sonebody wanted to appeal their decision today, again through
circuit court, not through ny departnent. But there is a
process for that.

And | do appreci ate everybody being patient.

BOARD CHAIR RI CH VANDER KLOK: | think Bill has --

BOARD MEMBER BI LL CARGO: The only conmment | woul d
make is that this decisionis -- is predicated on the fact
that we think that the county is going to take a | ook at
usi ng mai ntenance projects up there over the next two to

three years to resolve the issues, especially in the center

secti on.
WATER RESCQURCES COMM JCE BUSH: That's correct.
BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO. It nmay be slightly nore
difficult, but I still think it can be resol ved.
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WATER RESOURCES COM JCE BUSH: That is correct,
t hat was your deci sion.

And again, | just want to say thanks for spending
time with us this afternoon, and your patience, and | earning
listening. Thank you.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you. |
decl are the neeting is adjourned.

(Board of Determination - Bridlewod South Drain -

adj our ned.)
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CERTI FI CATI ON OF COURT REPORTER AND NOTARY PUBLI C

STATE OF M CHI GAN )
) SS
COUNTY OF OTTAVA )

| certify that this transcript, consisting of 60
pages, is a conplete, true, and correct record of the tape
transcription of the Bridl ewood South Drain, held on July 6,

2022, to the best of ny ability.

DATE: July 15, 2022

MARJORI E A. COVEY, RPR

M chi gan License CSR-2616
Washi ngton License 20109173
Oregon License 20-0468
[l1inois License 084-004911

Notary Public Expires: Cctober 14, 2027, Otawa
County, Mchigan/Acting in the State of M chigan
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           1                 Hudsonville, Michigan



           2                 July 6, 2022



           3                             PROCEEDINGS



           4                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Well again, I



           5       apologize for being past the 11 o'clock start, but I wanted



           6       to make sure everybody was heard, being that was a neighbor's



           7       area, another watershed.



           8                 I'm Joe Bush, the Ottawa County Water Resources



           9       Commissioner, for the people who didn't hear me on the first



          10       BOD.



          11                 We're here because we received a few petitions.



          12       And this one is for the Bridlewood South Drain.  Again the



          13       petition came in because of some concerns in another



          14       watershed, next door to the one that we just had a Board of



          15       Determination on.



          16                 And when we get a petition, one of the first things



          17       we do is hold a Board of Determination, and then I appoint a



          18       three-panel Board that we have before you this morning.



          19                 And when I appoint a three-panel Board, again,



          20       these gentlemen are -- their job today is not to figure out a



          21       cost or project.  They figure out, does it need to move



          22       forward under my jurisdiction, to have a project.



          23                 So I'm not either in favor of or not in favor of,



          24       because, again, they make that determination.



          25                 When it comes to maintenance limits, we heard about
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           1       this earlier.  When it's maintenance, it's 5,000 per mile,



           2       per year, per drain.  I don't get free money that's just



           3       willing to do that.  It's still an assessment whether it



           4       comes from the township 100 percent, or the county road



           5       commission, or the county me, somebody is paying for it.



           6                 It could be a special assessment if the township



           7       says we don't want to cover that along with the road



           8       commission and the county.



           9                 With that being said, so when people think, oh,



          10       there is $5,000, you got a 20-year development, that means



          11       there is a hundred grand in this thing, or whatever, that's



          12       not true.  It's only 5,000 per year, per mile, per drain and



          13       I have a thousand of these county drains.



          14                 So it's a lot of undertaking on trying to figure it



          15       out.  But again, that's Drain Code, that's the maximum



          16       amount.



          17                 Without a resolution, I know Paul hit on that



          18       earlier, or a petition, again, so we'll get back to why we're



          19       here today because we have a petition on both of these



          20       watersheds, or drain districts, for a possible project.



          21                 So again I want everybody to understand to please



          22       give testimony, whether you're in favor of, have a problem,



          23       or not in favor of.



          24                 These Board members have not been out there.  They



          25       don't know location except from the previous Board of
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           1       Determination.  They have a little idea of what's going on



           2       out there now.



           3                 But prior to today they were not called, emailed,



           4       they don't know what Paul is going to be talking about, his



           5       engineer's presentation.



           6                 Again, everything is preliminary with the engineer.



           7       We haven't done a full-scale project cost or project -- we



           8       don't even know the issues, that's why we hold the public



           9       testimony.



          10                 Everything is court recorded.  Our court reporter



          11       is virtual today but she is -- these will be available



          12       usually about four to six weeks after today's hearing.



          13                 People in the association, I know Facebook is alive



          14       and well, and you guys have your own private groups and a lot



          15       of messages have been going across, which is good, a lot of



          16       good information, but make sure it's accurate.



          17                 So people are talking about large assessments and



          18       the projects and we haven't gotten that far yet.  This Board



          19       will determine, for the people that saw the last Board, it



          20       got turned down.



          21                 So it's not like -- they're hearing testimony from



          22       you guys, not me or the engineer.  We just try and help



          23       inform, but they're the ones that make the decision.



          24                 With that being said, I know there is some issues



          25       over there.  I know Paul has been out there.  I know my drain
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           1       inspector Chris Machiela has been out there.



           2                 We looked at a few things in order to solve some of



           3       these issues that people were talking about was way over the



           4       maintenance limit, so that's when a petition comes in.  When



           5       a petition comes in, I have so many days to hold a



           6       determination.



           7                 Then I appoint a three-panel Board that don't have



           8       any affiliation with the township board, Jamestown Township.



           9       They don't own properties as far as this township in this



          10       location.  So they're here to make a decision based on



          11       testimony.



          12                 With that being said, when I appoint a three-panel



          13       Board, this is all by Drain Code, I pick people who have been



          14       doing these boards for a long time.  These three gentlemen



          15       have been doing this a long time.



          16                 I got elected in 2013, most of them have been doing



          17       BODs since I've been elected.  They understand Drain Code.



          18       They understand their purpose today.  And they understand how



          19       to run a meeting, because most of them have been involved in



          20       these situations for their previous job or their current job.



          21       They understand what their job and their task is today.



          22                 With that being said, I'll go ahead and do



          23       introductions.



          24                 We do have Spicer Group, Paul Forton one of the



          25       P.E.s, we have Noah over there.
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           1                 We have my staff, Marie in the yellow dress,



           2       walking around, that's my secretary.  And we have my chief



           3       deputy standing here in the center for people to sign in



           4       under the Bridlewood South Board of Determination meeting.



           5                 And then we have Josh Westgate.  He is your deputy



           6       supervisor for Jamestown Township.  And then we also have



           7       Jerry Olman from the Ottawa County Road Commission, he's here



           8       today too.



           9                 With that being said, I think most people heard the



          10       previous meeting, and then that outcome.  Probably heard a



          11       lot of the presentation because again we went over, and I



          12       apologize for that, but it happens.  I want to make sure you



          13       guys get enough time too.  Take as long as you want because



          14       we're here to hear you guy's testimony and issues.



          15                 So at this time I think I got it all.



          16                 Gentlemen, please rise, and I'll go ahead and give



          17       you the oath and then you will take over the meeting from



          18       here.



          19                 Gentlemen, please raise your right hand.



          20                 Do you each solemnly swear that you will faithfully



          21       perform and discharge the duties imposed upon you, as



          22       required by law, as members of the Board of Determination,



          23       appointed by the Ottawa County Water Resources Commissioner,



          24       to determine the necessity to maintain and improve the



          25       Bridlewood South Drain, located in Jamestown Township, in
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           1       said county, gentlemen?



           2                 (All replied, "I will.")



           3                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Thank you.



           4                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:  Our first order of



           5       business is the election of a chairperson.



           6                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  I'll make a motion that



           7       Rich serve as chairman.



           8                 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO:  Second and support.



           9                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:  Motion has been



          10       made and supported that Rich VanderKlok serve as chair.



          11                 All those in favor, say aye.



          12                 (All replied, "Aye.")



          13                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  And then we have a



          14       motion for secretary.



          15                 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO:  I'll make a motion that



          16       Ken be named as the secretary for this Board of



          17       Determination.



          18                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  I'll support that.



          19                 Moved and supported that Ken Souter be the



          20       secretary.



          21                 All those in favor, say aye.



          22                 (All replied, "Aye.")



          23                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  That is also



          24       approved.



          25                 And then the rules of public comment, and that will
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           1       be I'll make a motion that public comment be limited to three



           2       minutes per person, if they want to speak.



           3                 And is that supported?



           4                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  Supported.



           5                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Moved and supported



           6       that public comment be limited to three minutes per person.



           7                 All those in favor, say aye.



           8                 (All replied, "Aye.")



           9                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Carried.



          10                 Then we've already talked about the role and



          11       function of the Board, Joe Bush has mentioned that, the



          12       procedural history.



          13                 And then I'm going to turn it over to Paul to give



          14       an engineer report.



          15                 ENGINEER PAUL FORTON:  Excellent.  Thank you, Rich.



          16                 In a little bit of a fun spot because we've already



          17       covered a lot of ground in the previous presentation, but I



          18       also understand that many of you weren't here right at 11



          19       o'clock.  So there might still be some questions.



          20                 I will try to address those as quickly as I can for



          21       the sake of time because we are behind.



          22                 But we'll be able to go a little bit faster, things



          23       like location.  You guys already know where we're going to



          24       be.



          25                 And so we'll talk about the location, the
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           1       background, and history, and the statistics.  We'll look at



           2       that drainage district boundary again for those folks in the



           3       room.



           4                 We do have some photographs we've taken of the



           5       system.  We can talk about some observations that we made



           6       based on our inspection, and then talk about next steps.



           7                 As Joe mentioned, we have not done a thorough



           8       engineering design study and report of this.  We've simply



           9       done a windshield tour.  You folks live there.  So if you



          10       know something I don't, please address it in public comment.



          11       That would be fantastic.



          12                 Some of the other things that are extremely



          13       important for us, I'm aware of saturated surface conditions,



          14       saturated sod, wet areas.



          15                 I've heard tell of basements that have flooded.  I



          16       would like to confirm that, if your basement has flooded or



          17       if you know of someone's basement that has flooded.  That



          18       would be helpful.



          19                 In that though, it's very important to know whether



          20       it was surface water, like the water ponded up in my yard and



          21       it came through my slider or it came through a walkout; or



          22       did you have a downspout gutter that slipped off and made



          23       your basement wet; or maybe a sump pump that failed.



          24                 As an engineer, you know, one of the most important



          25       questions to answer is if a basement flooded, why?  Did it
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           1       come up through the cracks?  Or did it come through an



           2       opening.



           3                 So as we get into the public comments, we can't fix



           4       what we don't know.  So please feel free to address your



           5       comments during public comment.



           6                 As far as the location, just for everybody that's



           7       here probably lives there so they know, Board, we're just



           8       south of the drainage district we looked at earlier this



           9       morning.  Much like the Bridlewood Drain, this was a 433



          10       Agreement that was established through the development of the



          11       neighborhood.



          12                 Bridlewood South, in this particular area, was



          13       2002, and then several phases in the years afterward.



          14                 The watershed is about 35 acres as it sits today.



          15       There is 57 parcels or so, so 57 landowners within this



          16       particular watershed.



          17                 And the length of the drain, as you add up the



          18       pipes, is about 1.6 miles.



          19                 So as Joe talked about maintenance, it rounds up so



          20       there would be two maintenance miles available to do



          21       maintenance out there.  So the maximum that Joe could spend,



          22       at least the way the law is written at this time, would be



          23       $10,000 under maintenance without the need of a petition.



          24                 And then the land use, that just refers to how is



          25       the land being used today.  It's a neighborhood, so it's all
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           1       residential, with a little bit of green space mixed in.



           2                 The picture that you see here is the current



           3       drainage district boundary, as it was drafted by the



           4       developer for the 433 Agreement.



           5                 As we talked about this morning, here are some flow



           6       arrows that we can slap on there.  In general, the system



           7       drains from the northeast corner to the southwest corner.



           8                 There are areas that we identified during our



           9       inspection, specifically on Stable Drive, where we can see



          10       that the storm sewer was installed to actually take that



          11       water north into Bridlewood, we covered that a little this



          12       morning.



          13                 So if this were a boundary that we wanted to clean



          14       up, and have it not be based on the 433 Agreement, or the



          15       development boundary, we would look at LiDAR data and the



          16       storm sewer information here, and make a determination on



          17       what the watershed boundary would be.



          18                 That watershed boundary is really important.  So



          19       for those that weren't here this morning, that watershed



          20       boundary is what the drain office uses to determine the



          21       special assessment.



          22                 So that watershed boundary can be called a special



          23       assessment district, again I'm referring to it as a watershed



          24       boundary.  But in general, when it rains, any water that



          25       falls inside of that zone, that drains through the systems in
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           1       the pipes to this basin in the southwest corner, and then



           2       out, those would be the folks that would have what we call



           3       derived benefit to any improvements or work that is done on



           4       this drain.



           5                 There have been a lot of questions about, well if I



           6       don't have an issue, but I'm in that district, do I have to



           7       pay for work that's done?  Yes.  You're all in one watershed,



           8       and that's the means and the mechanism that Joe's office has



           9       to generate a special assessment district, to bring in the



          10       funds for maintenance and improvement of this drain.



          11                 It's always fun to do two of these back to back



          12       because it's like, what have I said in the previous



          13       presentation, and what am I missing now that would be



          14       pertinent to you folks.  So please do feel free to ask



          15       questions during public comments because I want to make sure



          16       everybody has a solid understanding what we're doing here.



          17                 Board, for your benefit, we talked about a lot of



          18       basins before.  I've got some photos of the basin here, but



          19       there is primarily one basin.



          20                 There is a couple different flow paths and drainage



          21       areas, but you've got sheet flow that comes down through this



          22       area here.  You got a little bit of a linear wetland here



          23       before it crosses the road and gets to the other side.



          24                 In the southwest corner, for Margie's benefit if



          25       she's still on there, there is a basin here that's used to
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           1       store water and release it slowly.  So the primary outlet and



           2       the primary basin is primarily here in the southwest corner.



           3                 We spent a lot of time this morning talking about



           4       the green space in the middle area here.  And while I'm on



           5       that note, the bulk of the complaints we received in going



           6       out to do the inspections, and the primary purpose of the



           7       petition being circulated is related to saturated soils in



           8       the south end of that basin.



           9                 And I'm going to correct that and say primarily the



          10       south end of that basin, but as I walked across it when we



          11       inspected it, the whole area is juicy at times, saturated



          12       sod.  You can stand on it and jump on it and it brings the



          13       water right up to the top, and it's very, very wet.  So that



          14       holds true for the entire green space here.



          15                 I would imagine after the dry spell we've had and a



          16       little bit of a lack of rain, we're primarily in that



          17       one-and-a-half month window where areas of this might



          18       actually be dry and mow-able.  In talking to landowners, it



          19       sounds like July and the middle of August is about the only



          20       time this really dries out.  Other than that, it's extremely



          21       saturated for most of the year.



          22                 Moving on into some of the photos, again, for those



          23       that weren't with us this morning, I got a location map in



          24       the lower left-hand corner.  It's that same overview map, and



          25       you can watch the red star to see where the photo was taken.
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           1       I realize it's a little bit small, but it gives you at least



           2       an idea as to where the photos were taken.



           3                 This particular photo is the outlet structure to



           4       that basin in the southwest corner.  So again, all the water



           5       bleeds into this basin, and then it's released through this



           6       structure going out to a natural water course to the west.



           7       No debris, looks pretty good, functional at this time.



           8                 This particular photo is of the same basin in the



           9       southwest corner of the neighborhood, and it just gives you



          10       an idea of how that basin looks.  You'll notice that there is



          11       some cattails there.  We do have some trees that are starting



          12       to form, some woody debris, just something to watch.



          13                 And one of the main maintenance issues, people say,



          14       what is drain maintenance?  How do you maintenance on a



          15       drain?



          16                 Well if the pipe is plugged with either cattails or



          17       sticks and what not, getting that removed, much like the



          18       rocks we talked about this morning in the Bridlewood



          19       subdivision, getting that impediment out of the way.  That's



          20       what we typically do when it comes to drain maintenance.  If



          21       there is a hole in a pipe, we would look to fix that, but



          22       usually there is a sink hole present or something to that



          23       effect.



          24                 So when we talk about maintenance, it's fixing,



          25       pipes, it's removing obstructions, and keeping the water
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           1       flowing properly.



           2                 Moving on, this is a picture of the area on kind of



           3       the northeast side of Saddlehorn that I mentioned, where you



           4       have the rear lot drainage coming down through the cattails



           5       there, and then entering a pipe and crossing the road before



           6       it enters the actual storage basin that's utilized in the



           7       neighborhood.



           8                 This particular photo now, we are in that green



           9       space area, and this is kind of what I would call that



          10       southwest corner of the green space.  There is an existing



          11       catch basin there, and there is storm sewer on the western



          12       edge of this area.



          13                 And so we've got another photo that we've taken of



          14       this structure that we'll look at here in a minute, but there



          15       is infrastructure that is supposed to drain that rear lot



          16       area.



          17                 In general, the ground slopes to this location.



          18       It's a little flat, but like we talked about this morning, at



          19       least it's concave and can get here for the most part.  It's



          20       not convex like the pond on the east side where that's



          21       actually a pond.



          22                 But there are areas that don't have positive



          23       drainage or slope to this spot.  So there are a few isolated



          24       spots where when it rains, that water will just sit there



          25       unless it infiltrates or evaporates.  Those are the only two
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           1       options.



           2                 So this is a photo of that same catch basin now



           3       looking straight down on it.  And one of the things I want to



           4       point out is all of the little four-inch tiles that are



           5       brought in here.  This is a pretty challenging set of



           6       circumstances here because as you look at this, they're all



           7       extremely shallow.



           8                 Going back to the previous photo, the ground slopes



           9       in general up a little bit, but not very much.  So these



          10       four-inch pipes have very little cover, very little dirt on



          11       top of them.  That makes them very susceptible to be plugged



          12       with roots, even from sod when they're this shallow, and plug



          13       off the slots that allow for that drainage that we hope to



          14       achieve.



          15                 We're not here to talk about solutions or fixes,



          16       but one of the things that I would recommend, if they could



          17       be brought into the basin deeper, and reinstalled, most of



          18       these are downspout gutters that are hooked to this, or sump



          19       pump outlets, or both.



          20                 This photo was taken yesterday, and I know that



          21       water was flowing through at least two or three of those,



          22       trickling through.  Again, we did have some rain on the 4th,



          23       and some sprinkles this morning, depending on what cloud you



          24       were under, but in general it's been fairly dry.  So these



          25       photos are fairly fresh.
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           1                 As we looked in that catch basin, one of the things



           2       we always look for is the storm sewers going out of it.  And



           3       when we looked at that -- the reason we look at that is if



           4       the pipe is full going out, and no water is going, that



           5       indicates that there is an issue.



           6                 In this case, there didn't appear to be an issue.



           7       The water that's getting into the basin is going away through



           8       the hill and leaving through the storm sewer system.



           9                 This particular photo here is in the southeast



          10       corner of the same green area.  So we're a few hundred feet



          11       east of the catch basin where we were.



          12                 I apologize, I can't use a pointer, it doesn't work



          13       on a TV screen.



          14                 But in general, this particular photo is, again,



          15       east of the outlet.  There is no storm sewer here, there is



          16       no county drain here.  There is a little pocket you can see



          17       by the cattails that catches water, and it just sits and



          18       saturates, and it can't go away.  So this is one of the



          19       isolated pockets where the water is stuck there.



          20                 Many folks, via Facebook, and then also some of the



          21       comments we received this morning, "that's a private



          22       landowner issue, just fix it yourself.  I've spent thousands



          23       of dollars fixing my own problem, why should I spend dollars



          24       to fix somebody else's"?



          25                 And, guys, I don't have a dog in this fight.  I
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           1       understand everybody's side of this, okay?



           2                 This particular area though does not have a public



           3       outlet.  If you wanted to drain that spot, you'd have to work



           4       with either the homeowner's association or the neighbors to



           5       get permission to put in a pipe in order to drain this.  So



           6       this particular spot is a little bit, one of the more



           7       challenging spots based on our inspection.



           8                 So, again, we've got some diminished functionality



           9       of the detention basins.  When you see the vegetation that's



          10       growing there and the trees, you are losing some storage



          11       volume; but in general, not a lot.  Those plants do provide a



          12       benefit because there is filtration through those, and also



          13       nutrient uptake and things like that.  But in excess, they



          14       can become a problem.



          15                 Do we have major issues out there?  Not really.



          16       The outlet is functioning properly, the basin looks okay.



          17                 Again, correct me if I'm wrong, folks, because you



          18       live there, we're just doing a windshield tour as we went



          19       through here.



          20                 The second bullet there, saturated yard areas, that



          21       seems to me to be the main point of concern for the residents



          22       that we talked to.  That sod just stays saturated and it



          23       won't dry out.



          24                 And it's not just in areas that are flat.  There



          25       are areas that -- some of the homes have walkout basins.  If
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           1       you're familiar -- you guys are familiar with building.  When



           2       you build a walkout basin, typically there is a slope



           3       alongside of that home that leads up to the road.  It's not



           4       just saturated down on the flat and down near the green



           5       space, it's saturated up on the slopes too.



           6                 So when we're up six or eight feet above that flat,



           7       and from here to the wall away, in my experience -- we didn't



           8       walk in everybody's yards because I don't want to meet



           9       everybody's dog, but in general, we were still seeing that



          10       saturated zone up high.



          11                 And again, like we talked about this morning, if



          12       you weren't here, when they developed these neighborhoods,



          13       many times they strip the topsoil off, shape the clay, get it



          14       propped for the roads, sewer and what not, and then place



          15       that topsoil back on top of that clay, and have it graded out



          16       hopefully to drain.



          17                 In your particular neighborhood, you're sitting on



          18       some very, very hard clay, hard clay.  So when you got that



          19       clay layer underneath that topsoil, that water can't



          20       infiltrate.



          21                 The folks that live on pure sand have the opposite



          22       problems where as soon as it rains, that water wicks right



          23       away and it disappears.  And then everywhere else in Michigan



          24       we have the loamy mix.  But in this particular area we got a



          25       lot of hard clay which leads to those saturated yard areas.
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           1                 Again, we have heard reports of flooding and issues



           2       of standing water in this particular neighborhood.  We have



           3       not surveyed this, so I cannot tell you what we have for even



           4       pipe diameters and sizes, and whether there is an issue or



           5       not.



           6                 Again, from public comment, I would love to hear,



           7       how long does the water sit?  Does that surface water sit



           8       there for five days over the top of the structure that's



           9       supposed to carry that water away?  Or is it there for five



          10       hours?  Is the system functioning or not?



          11                 From an outsider coming in on a windshield tour, it



          12       looks like it's functioning pretty well.  It looks like



          13       saturated yards are the main concern.  But again, I'd like to



          14       hear more about that because I was not able to go out there



          15       after, say, a four or five-inch rain and see how the system



          16       behaved, so we're going to rely on public comments for that.



          17                 So next steps, if the project is found not



          18       necessary -- so again, the gentlemen here are not here --



          19       again this is based on a lot of comments we received on



          20       Facebook and a lot of different thing, so I'll touch briefly



          21       on these and let you guys do your things.



          22                 They're not here to decide the scope of the



          23       project.  They're not here to decide how much money it's



          24       going to cost.  They're not here to decide who is going to



          25       pay how much and why.  They're simply here to decide whether
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           1       something needs to be done or not.



           2                 And I know Joe touched on this, but it's important



           3       to note that that's their role.  The role and function of the



           4       Board is is it necessary or is it not.



           5                 If they determine that it's not necessary, then



           6       there will be no large scale project.  There might still be



           7       maintenance done on the system under the maintenance limits,



           8       but there would be no large scale project.



           9                 And then the law requires that the drain office



          10       needs to wait for a period of one year before receiving a new



          11       petition on the Bridlewood South Drain.



          12                 If it is found necessary, then we can dive into



          13       looking into the issues that we hear about today.  Typically



          14       that means surveying the system.  So we would send a survey



          15       crew out to get elevation data and document what's out there.



          16                 We would then work toward a design.  If we needed



          17       easements or property acquisition in order to achieve the



          18       goals, we would try to get easements from folks.



          19                 This is a situation where we can't just put a pipe



          20       where we want to, we need to get easements there first.



          21       Whether it's a homeowner's association or a private



          22       landowner, we can't just go in and put a pipe where we'd like



          23       to.  We need to get permission to do that.



          24                 That typically takes a significant amount of time



          25       to work through, because easements tend to be one of our







                                         21

�









           1       larger challenges.



           2                 Permitting does also, if we get into a situation



           3       where we need a permit from the state, that could add some



           4       time.  Really looking at this watershed, I don't anticipate



           5       that being an issue.



           6                 Then we get into biding, and then we finally get



           7       into a Day of Review.  So if you've tuned me out until now,



           8       this is where you really want to pay attention, right?



           9       Everybody wants to know how much this is going to cost them,



          10       what's the bottom line.  And that Day of Review is a Day of



          11       Review where you can come in and review your assessment.



          12                 Since we've bid the job, and we know how much



          13       construction is going to be, we know how much engineering



          14       was, if there was any legal involved, and Joe's staff, all of



          15       those are tabulated into a computation of cost.  We know the



          16       total number, and we know how much the county is going to



          17       pay, the township is going to pay, and how much will be left



          18       on the residents.



          19                 So if the only thing that you hear me say is, if



          20       it's found necessary, look for a notice of that.  You'll



          21       receive a notice in the mail of a Day of Review of



          22       Apportionment, you might want to pay attention to that.



          23                 You don't necessarily have to come in.  Actually



          24       the way the law is written now, this changed a few years ago,



          25       the value of your assessment will be on that notice, so that
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           1       will be described.  If you have questions, you can call.



           2                 But that Day of Review does allow you to come in



           3       and review that assessment in person too, if you'd like to do



           4       that.



           5                 From there there is an appeal process.  I'm not a



           6       lawyer, so I'm not going to play one on TV.  But if you feel



           7       aggrieved by your assessment, and you don't think it's fair,



           8       you can appeal, I believe it's within ten days of that Day of



           9       Review, and then it can be heard by a review board.



          10                 Once that process is complete, then we can finally



          11       move to construction.



          12                 You know, as far as setting expectations, given



          13       that we're probably going to need easements to solve any of



          14       the issues that we've identified so far, guys, we're a year



          15       or two out from shovel into the dirt, at least.  If it's



          16       found necessary, just mentally plan on that.



          17                 And so if you got drainage issues on your property,



          18       don't -- Joe is not going to be able to come in riding on a



          19       white stallion and fix it by the end of this year.  This



          20       process takes time.  We're the government, we have the law to



          21       follow, and it's a pretty arduous process to give folks a



          22       chance to appeal and to be transparent on what's going on.



          23                 I don't believe I've missed any of the hot topics.



          24       Joe already touched on the one that it's not paid purely by



          25       the county.  I know some maintenance in other districts,
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           1       sometimes the county and township do pay a hundred percent at



           2       large.  If this is a petition project, more likely than not,



           3       they'll pay a portion, but the landowners will be paying a



           4       portion as well.



           5                 Again, it will be based on that special assessment



           6       district line.  If the project is found necessary, that will



           7       be a line that would be improved with our modern data.  We



           8       got better elevation data than we did in 2001.  I shouldn't



           9       say we, I should say they, because we didn't setup this



          10       initial boundary, but we got better data now so we can set



          11       that up to be accurate to how the lay of the land is today.



          12                 And with that, I guess if there is any questions



          13       from the Board, I'd be willing to entertain those, and then



          14       we'll probably get into a public comment.



          15                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you.



          16                 Board?



          17                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  My only question I've



          18       got is that picture that you showed that there is nine



          19       different drains coming into one catch basin on top, those



          20       are run all across private property?  Or are those in some



          21       type of easement that is already established?



          22                 ENGINEER PAUL FORTON:  Excellent question.  So



          23       those are all private drains.  Again, from a visual



          24       observation, most of those are going towards homes and



          25       collect the downspout gutters.  Most of the downspout gutters
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           1       come down and connect to a four-inch tile, and they would



           2       then lead out to this and spill in right at the rim of the



           3       structure, not down below, but right here in the rim that you



           4       can see.



           5                 So that is all private infrastructure, all on



           6       private property.  The only exception to that might be if



           7       some traverse the green space, and I believe that's owned by



           8       the homeowner's association, if I'm not mistaken.



           9                 So there might be -- there is no public property or



          10       no easement that those are in, unless they happen to be in



          11       the drain easement that is setup for the drainage pipe



          12       leading away from this to the west.



          13                 So there might be some overlap in our easement, but



          14       in general, all these four inches are private.



          15                 Other questions?



          16                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Bill?



          17                 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO:  No.



          18                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay.  Then I'll



          19       open it up for public comment.



          20                 If you'd like to make a comment, we ask that you



          21       come to the podium and give us your name and address, and



          22       tell us if you have property in the district, or if you live



          23       in the district, or have property in the district.



          24                 And the reason we're asking you to come to the



          25       podium is because we're doing this virtually, and it's being
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           1       recorded with our court clerk -- reporter, rather.



           2                 So if you have a comment, I'll start in the back



           3       row.  If you have a comment, come forward and give us your



           4       name.



           5                 Anyone in the back row there?



           6                 Okay.  Then over here?  Yes.



           7                 MS. SARAH FEENSTRA:  Hello, I'm Sarah Feenstra.



           8       And I live at 4374 Saddlehorn.  So I was -- my backyard was



           9       actually one of the pictures.  I'm in the corner around the



          10       curve.  I have an odd shape -- I have -- you probably met my



          11       dog.  Yep.



          12                 ENGINEER PAUL FORTON:  (Inaudible.)



          13                 MS. SARAH FEENSTRA:  I'm right there.  So we've all



          14       actually been in the neighborhood for about a



          15       year-and-a-half.  And when we did purchase the house, we did



          16       notice that it was saturated as well.



          17                 But, again, when we did our research, it's the clay



          18       base issue.  We're on a hill.  We have the cattails all



          19       around us.  We have great drainage but it is that clay.



          20                 We haven't had water in our basement, just an



          21       inconvenience that we have had to deal with, which we've had



          22       in other homes that we've lived in other neighborhoods.



          23                 It's just the area that we live in, it's just very



          24       hard clay.  We just know that after a good rain, we have



          25       teenagers, but they'll hang out in the front yard.  And when
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           1       I talk to other neighbors, it's just the way it is.  Others



           2       have adjusted their landscaping throughout the street there.



           3                 We've all had to adjust.  It's just the way it is



           4       in this area in West Michigan.  Clay is very common.



           5                 And I think too, we have -- I mean I'm surrounded



           6       by great drainage and I'm high up, but I still have areas



           7       that are saturated, like you said.  We've adjusted our



           8       sprinkler system to make it beneficial so we can try to do



           9       the best we can.



          10                 But we've been -- we have lots of friends in this



          11       neighborhood, and that's why we chose to move here, and



          12       they've all kind of said it, that they've all dealt with it.



          13                 I know some of the people that are concerned, just



          14       giving that advice of adjusting your sprinklers, having the



          15       kids play in the front yard after a wet rain.  But that's



          16       just the way it is in this area, and I'm really against any



          17       kind of big project that's going to impact the whole



          18       neighborhood, when we're all kind of adjusting and making



          19       those adjustments.



          20                 I know some people have, again, changed their



          21       landscaping, or added more drainage tiles, but we've all --



          22       it's one project to help a few people, is going to make a



          23       huge financial burden on everyone.  But we're all dealing



          24       with it because it's a clay-based issue.



          25                 I'm not an engineer, that's not my expertise.  But
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           1       the research I've done, and knowing the experience that when



           2       we lived in Grand Rapids we had clay.  And I had that as a



           3       little girl we couldn't play in the backyard after it rained.



           4                 So I'm just against it right now, especially with



           5       how the economy is right now.  It's just not a financial that



           6       us Jamestown families can handle.



           7                 And any advice that's just general, like, hey,



           8       during these months, cut back on your sprinkling.  Or, hey,



           9       there are products.



          10                 But any type of big assessments that's going to be



          11       financially burdening, when we're already adjusting, and it's



          12       just the clay issue.



          13                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay, thank you.



          14                 MS. SARAH FEENSTRA:  Any questions on my property



          15       since I know it's unique?



          16                 ENGINEER PAUL FORTON:  Any surface flooding or does



          17       the water seem to go through the cattails and go away?



          18                 MS. SARAH FEENSTRA:  Yeah.  And like I said, there



          19       is just a little section that's wet.



          20                 And also, because of the sun, my front yard doesn't



          21       have it because of the sun, and I wish I had more.



          22                 We get a lot of algae in the back on the siding



          23       because it is a shaded area, so you're not going to get that



          24       evaporated, because it does face an area that gets less sun.



          25       So you're not going to get that evaporation because of the
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           1       clay sitting there.



           2                 So my front yard doesn't have any issues because it



           3       has lots of sun.  And same thing, my snow melts awesome



           4       because of the sun on the driveway.



           5                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you.



           6                 Anyone else in the back there?



           7                 MR. MATT HOLLINRAKE:  Matt Hollinrake, 4326



           8       Saddlehorn, right on the east side of Sarah.



           9                 I understand the presentations mention that he



          10       doesn't see any problem.  Is there standing water anywhere?



          11       Is there an area where -- it seems like you said I know you



          12       just drove by, but if anyone else would be one of the first



          13       to do it.



          14                 ENGINEER PAUL FORTON:  Great question.  So we were



          15       out there in March, and then again yesterday.  I was not out



          16       there yesterday, I know Noah was out there yesterday from our



          17       office.



          18                 But when I was out there in March, there were



          19       pockets of, I would say puddles.  I wouldn't say pond, that's



          20       way too big.  But there were definitely saturated zones that



          21       were so saturated -- the cattails from those photos, that had



          22       some standing water in it, but nothing on a large scale.



          23       Everything was mostly subsurface and saturated as you walked



          24       on it.



          25                 And I'm trying to think just off of memory, there
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           1       might have been some standing water in the ditch at the far



           2       north, but not much.  That seemed to be getting into the pipe



           3       and going away.  So limited at most.



           4                 MR. MATT HOLLINRAKE:  I guess my concern is if



           5       everybody just has a damp yard after raining -- if the system



           6       isn't working, then maybe it's something to look at.  But if



           7       it's just a damp yard after a rain, and we live on clay, then



           8       I don't know that it's a drainage issue.



           9                 And I understand that you're going to determine if



          10       that needs to be engineered to find out if it is.  I guess



          11       I'm with Sarah, and you'll hear the same thing, and we heard



          12       a lot in the first one is that people have just always dealt



          13       with it.  And there are people that have done maintenance



          14       with their own yard with their downspouts and sprinkling, and



          15       fixed their own problems.  So to put that cost on everybody



          16       else, I'm against it.



          17                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay.  Next



          18       gentleman?



          19                 MR. TODD CASTOR:  So I just moved in a year or so



          20       ago.  I live at 4323 Saddlehorn there.  We're the first --



          21                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Your name, again,



          22       sir?



          23                 MR. TODD CASTOR:  Todd Castor.  Sorry.



          24                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you.



          25                 MR. TODD CASTOR:  We're the first house right next
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           1       to 22nd, right there.



           2                 And so first of all I would say that I'm against



           3       doing the major project.  I would agree with what's already



           4       been said, etcetera.



           5                 I know that that drain -- I actually have more



           6       questions.  That drain right behind our house there, there is



           7       not actually a drain.  It's just dug, right?  I mean there is



           8       not -- there is nothing under the ground?



           9                 ENGINEER PAUL FORTON:  Honestly, I'm not sure of



          10       the answer to that.  Many time when we -- when the developers



          11       do a 433 Agreement, sometimes they'll establish centerline



          12       and it will be just swailed for open ditch or open drain



          13       drainage.



          14                 MR. TODD CASTOR:  I'm pretty sure it is.



          15                 ENGINEER PAUL FORTON:  I would not be surprised if



          16       it was setup.  It might just be -- many times the drain



          17       commissioners, I don't know about at that time, but certainly



          18       now, we do require rear lot drainage.  And that's why a lot



          19       of times you see these long, skinny lots or what not across



          20       that to ensure drainage.



          21                 MR. TODD CASTOR:  So my question is twofold.  I



          22       know that last summer somebody came out and done some digging



          23       there to clean it out a little better, I don't know all the



          24       details on that.  Somebody in the room might know more than I



          25       know on that one.
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           1                 The real question is right across the street, we



           2       just saw in the last year twenty some houses get put in over



           3       there.  If you went in my backyard, you'd see my backyard is



           4       a good six, eight, ten feet below the road level.  And I see



           5       all these houses going in over there, and I'm just wondering



           6       how well that drainage is being done, which isn't on either



           7       one of these, because, in all honesty, last year, from



           8       September all the way through till probably March of this



           9       year, I had to tell my grand-kids you couldn't play in the



          10       backyard it was so muddy and so bad.



          11                 Again, obviously clay, etcetera, I understand all



          12       those kind of things.  I'm just curious about those two



          13       things.



          14                 Is that drain something that could just get dug out



          15       a little better, or cleaned out a little better or whatever



          16       to work better; and how in the heck is it that all those



          17       houses getting put in -- and I know there is probably another



          18       twenty houses getting put it right there across the street,



          19       along there, how well is that getting drained?  Because



          20       that's all up higher than our houses down on Saddlehorn.



          21                 ENGINEER PAUL FORTON:  Board, would you like me to



          22       address some of those questions?



          23                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Yes.



          24                 ENGINEER PAUL FORTON:  So the first question, yes,



          25       if we have established route and course from the plat, if
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           1       that's something that needs to be cleaned out or maintained,



           2       that is something you would have jurisdiction over.



           3                 We would probably need to dive into the easements



           4       just to make sure everything is, I'll put the lawyer hat on,



           5       we want to make sure you have the right to do that.



           6                 But judging from what we're seeing here, that is an



           7       option.



           8                 MR. TODD CASTOR:  It's all on the land that the



           9       electric lines go through.



          10                 ENGINEER PAUL FORTON:  Now in saying that, the



          11       platted easement is likely all on your side of the line.



          12                 Now whether it's actually constructed there or not,



          13       we don't know because we're -- we weren't there when they



          14       developed it.  But in general there should be the ability to



          15       grade some of this.



          16                 I do see a swimming pool here, and depending on the



          17       landscaping that was done, that's something we would need to



          18       look at, but there are options for that.



          19                 Now regarding the development on the other side, I



          20       did not -- it's not my development, I didn't design it.  I



          21       didn't even do the site plan review on that one.



          22                 But I do know from looking at some of that



          23       elevation data, the LiDAR data, it seems to me the front



          24       quarter to a third of that neighborhood would drain to the



          25       northeast corner and then go north through Bridlewood.  The
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           1       back two-thirds to three-quarters of that, there is a natural



           2       ravine that comes in behind Bridlewood that most likely



           3       serves as the outlet for that.



           4                 Again, I don't know.  I haven't looked at the



           5       design, but there is really only two ways to take that water.



           6       Most of it is likely going east, some of it may be going



           7       west.



           8                 Now I say that, you know, you never know how a



           9       developer had that designed.  Many times it's to one pond and



          10       then released slowly.  So I could be wrong in that



          11       assumption, but that's how the lay of the land is today.



          12       This corner goes north, and then the back part goes



          13       northeast.



          14                 MR. TODD CASTOR:  So, yeah, just a little concerned



          15       because of all the drainage across the street, and the fact



          16       that we're all lower than they are over there.



          17                 So thank you.



          18                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay, thanks.



          19                 End of the row?  Anyone else in that row?



          20                 Go ahead, sure.



          21                 MS. DEE JAKLINSKI:  Dee Jaklinski, 4331 Saddlehorn.



          22       I'm the second house from the corner.



          23                 My question is the drainage ditch, yep, on the



          24       south side, the water used to flow really well.  In the last



          25       few years when we get a lot of rain, I will get 12 to 14
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           1       inches of water sitting in that drainage ditch in the back of



           2       the yard.  I don't know why it isn't going away, but I need



           3       you guys to walk out, check the angle on it, do whatever it



           4       is you do and find out.



           5                 I don't know if it needs servicing, cleaning,



           6       mowing, whatever, but something needs to be done.  It might



           7       help me, and it might help Todd.



           8                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay.  Good.  Thank



           9       you.



          10                 MR. JON BUSHEN:  Jon Bushen, 4338 Saddlehorn.  The



          11       other side of the street of those houses, the third house in



          12       the back of the hill there.



          13                 We've lived there for eight years.  We've had some



          14       flooding in the backyard.  We did put our own personal kind



          15       of drain tile in there to actually relieve some of that, but



          16       we still had flooding when the power went out.  That gave us



          17       about an inch of water in our basement through our back



          18       slider, from the hill.  But we also know there is a hill



          19       there that drains straight down.



          20                 Our neighbor also to the right of us also put in a



          21       separate pump last year to do her own maintenance to try to



          22       clean it out.



          23                 We do still have wet backyards, but I do believe



          24       it's because of the clay, I think some of the maintenance



          25       that could be done.
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           1                 I cannot address the main space.  So those that are



           2       here that are in the main space, I know you guys are very wet



           3       over there, and I cannot address that.



           4                 But I can address that no matter where we are in



           5       that space, if we're off the hill, we're always going to have



           6       drainage down there.  So we put something in, but we still



           7       have some drainage.



           8                 But you wanted to know about flooding, we did have



           9       some flooding.  We have a backup sump pump now, so that we



          10       can avoid some of that.



          11                 But I would not be in favor of putting it on



          12       everyone in the neighborhood to fix this.  I do think it is a



          13       clay issue like many people have said.  But I think some



          14       maintenance around that area could be looked at to maybe



          15       possibly look at why some of it is backing up.



          16                 Because when we do get rain, we probably will have



          17       rain in the backyard for -- I mean if we get a good two,



          18       three, four-hour rain, it will be two for two days.



          19                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay, thank you.



          20                 Next row?



          21                 MR. STEVE VAN DYKE:  Hi, thank you for doing this.



          22       My name is Steve VanDyke, and I live at 4452 Saddlehorn,



          23       which is in the circle.  I'll let you point out where that



          24       is.



          25                 ENGINEER PAUL FORTON:  Right here.
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           1                 MR. STEVE VAN DYKE:  Yes.



           2                 ENGINEER PAUL FORTON:  I think we spoke on the



           3       phone, right here in the corner.



           4                 And that catch basin there is a photo of, just for



           5       clarity, was right here in the corner.  And there is a storm



           6       sewer that proceeds along those rear lot lines right now and



           7       it terminates at a catch basin there at the top, just to get



           8       everybody up to speed.



           9                 MR. STEVE VAN DYKE:  So I have a few comments.



          10                 One of them is on the circle, only those two or



          11       three houses that are there can actually drain into the



          12       drains.  There isn't a drain for the circle for the other



          13       houses on the circle to drain into.



          14                 And so, as was shown, there is that lower north



          15       corner that is all cattails, that is actually a little lower



          16       behind -- yep.  Nope.  Not that one, it's actually that one



          17       right there.  That whole area fills with water.



          18                 On the association land directly behind my house,



          19       there is -- the association 16 or 17 years ago put a French



          20       drain in that sits right on top of the county drain.  And



          21       that's now the tile for that that has surfaced, and there is



          22       mice that have opened holes in that.  That's starting to



          23       fail.



          24                 And so after -- it used to be before they put in



          25       that French drain, which is not really part of the county
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           1       drain, but drains over to it, it's one of those tiles that



           2       goes over into that, you know, octopus of -- with the holes.



           3       It used to be that that area would flood for several weeks



           4       and just have standing water for several weeks before the



           5       association put that French drain in.



           6                 And that's starting to fail, and I feel that that



           7       is an issue for the county to look at because there is all



           8       that water that the homeowners in that circle put in, it all



           9       tries to flow over to this -- to this south corner.  And it



          10       can't make it.  The elevation and grade just doesn't support



          11       that water moving.



          12                 And so I have a picture that I took, sorry,



          13       awhile -- just this spring.  And so, I don't know, is it okay



          14       if I walk up?



          15                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Sure.



          16                 MR. STEVE VAN DYKE:  So this is where the drain is



          17       over here.  And this the is the play set that's actually on



          18       the association property (inaudible), and that's actually a



          19       different one I was going to show.  Sorry about that.



          20                 And so this water is starting to stand now and just



          21       sits there.  In fact, there is, in this area, all these



          22       houses along this area, they all have their downspouts going



          23       into that open area, and it just has no way to flow because



          24       there is no way for them to connect too.  So it just flows,



          25       it doesn't flow appropriately, and it just sits.
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           1                 And then, so that I'm on the recording, then there



           2       is another -- there is another video that I will show.  So



           3       this is that same area, as it sits.  And it just --



           4                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  The water is running.



           5                 MR. STEVE VAN DYKE:  The water is running and there



           6       is a tile, and you can see one of those tiles is the tile



           7       that kind of goes through.  That French drain that goes over



           8       to that play set area, it's just like exposed and it's just



           9       like -- it just can't keep up.



          10                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  Um-hum.



          11                 MR. STEVE VAN DYKE:  And it's failing.



          12                 I don't know if you want to see more of that or



          13       not.



          14                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  That's okay.



          15                 MR. STEVE VAN DYKE:  So yeah, I look at that, and



          16       I -- there is that whole center area.  And that center area,



          17       nobody has any ability to connect to that county drain.  It



          18       goes into that circle, that circle is wobbly.  I think that's



          19       where you said it pops up higher.



          20                 The drainage commission came in seven years ago,



          21       they dug a ditch on the north side.  And they just -- they



          22       stuck the dirt over in the center and just kind of piled it



          23       and just spread it a little, created this convex area, and



          24       the flow is just terrible in there.



          25                 So I do think -- and I'm sorry if everybody has to
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           1       pay something if we, you know, look at this.  I don't know



           2       how all that works, but I do think that's an issue that needs



           3       to be addressed to be correct.



           4                 Some of the standing water that's behind my



           5       property, and the property behind me, I get concerned with



           6       mosquitoes.  We've got equestrian encephalitis now that's



           7       coming to the area with mosquitoes, that's going to be a



           8       greater issue that can affect the whole neighborhood with the



           9       kids and what not.  So I get concerned about that.



          10                 The house directly to the south of me, or to the



          11       north of me, has flooded at least once.



          12                 I have two sump pumps on my property, and they're



          13       both running all the time, whether it's wet, dry, whatever.



          14       I have one on each corner of the home.



          15                 Rick's home before he owned it, that flooded.  The



          16       water came up, their sump pump couldn't keep up and the water



          17       came up through the sump pump.



          18                 The home directly to the south of me has flooded.



          19       Same issue, the water just came up through the sump pump, it



          20       couldn't keep up.



          21                 And so, yeah.  You're looking to find out if and



          22       how the water has flooded.  And so, let me just look at my



          23       notes.



          24                 So I think that's what I would like to say is, you



          25       know, to have that center area reviewed and addressed, I
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           1       think, would create equity within the county drainage system



           2       so that, you know, we've got people that you talked about on



           3       Saddlehorn going up towards 22nd, they don't seem to have a



           4       concern.  But they all have a place where they can put their



           5       drainage.  But the people in the center area, they've got



           6       nowhere that they can put their drainage.



           7                 Now one thing that the association has looked at is



           8       whether they want to try and replace that French drain, and



           9       that's not going to happen.  They said, just let it go back



          10       to being a problem until the township -- or until the county



          11       looks at it is kind of where they are.



          12                 They are looking at doing some grading to try to



          13       get the grading in that north corner.  But even that, I think



          14       they're just like cherry picking at small things.



          15                 I'd much prefer to see that center area, to see



          16       equity within the system to see that everybody -- everybody



          17       on the east side, they've all got their downspouts going down



          18       to tile, and it's all dumping as far as they can, but back



          19       into that open area, and it has nowhere to go but to sit and



          20       settle and saturate the whole area.



          21                 So I think that's everything that I wanted to say.



          22       I'll go ahead and sit down and take a look at my notes, but



          23       if I do see something I missed, I'd like to just come back



          24       up.



          25                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  If someone else
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           1       wants to speak.



           2                 MR. STEVE VAN DYKE:  Sure, thank you.



           3                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Anyone else in the



           4       front row?  Ma'am?  No?



           5                 Okay, then back in the back?  Yes, you, sir.



           6                 MR. RICK COWAN:  So my name is Rick Cowan.  I live



           7       at 4464 Saddlehorn.  So I actually live directly north of the



           8       house where Mr. VanDyke that just spoke.



           9                 I've been there since 2012.  And when I first moved



          10       in I did have some water -- I would say not standing, more



          11       like puddles, but it was clay and in Jamestown you get clay



          12       and you get issues like that.



          13                 I did invest several thousand dollars in the last



          14       couple years to put in my own drain tile and downspouts and



          15       it connects to the sewer lines.  I haven't had any flooding



          16       in the ten years I've lived there.  And it seems like the



          17       drain tile I've installed has seemed to address my issues.



          18                 And I'm actually against any sort of overall



          19       neighborhood assessment that has to be done.  Because while I



          20       understand the frustration of some of the areas, I don't know



          21       how putting in some new drain tile is actually going to have



          22       an impact on the clay that we all live in.



          23                 So, thank you.



          24                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you.



          25                 The lady -- I'm sorry, there was another.  Sorry.
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           1                 MS. PATTI SELVIUS:  My name is Patti Selvius and I



           2       live at 4486 Saddlehorn Drive.



           3                 My husband and I, we are just in favor of just



           4       maybe if some more maintenance can be looked at.  We're not



           5       really in favor of a huge assessment on everyone.



           6                 We have the same thing, we've lived in our house



           7       for 16 years, and we've always dealt with the saturated lawn.



           8                 We have done some of our own work in tiling into



           9       the drainage tiles.  But just if maybe the, someone could



          10       come and look with maybe some maintenance and just look at



          11       that and not the whole huge assessment on everyone.



          12                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay.  Thank you.



          13                 Yes, ma'am?



          14                 MS. DORIS FELTON:  Hello, my name is Doris Felton



          15       and I live at 4450 Stable Drive.



          16                 My problem with this whole thing is I don't go in



          17       and buy a new car without knowing the price.  And you keep



          18       talking about the project and the cost and whatever, and it



          19       sounds like we're not going to know the cost until it's



          20       already a done deal.



          21                 And I don't feel that's fair on anybody.  I'm



          22       not -- my land is wet, as that was the first thing we noticed



          23       when we even came and looked at the house.  I've only been



          24       there like eight months.



          25                 But my question for the whole thing is how can you
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           1       approve a project without a cost, without knowing an



           2       approximate cost?  I mean it sounded like from what this



           3       gentleman said, we're all the way to the bottom of the list



           4       before there is even any indication of what it's going to



           5       cost.



           6                 I don't do business like that, and I don't think



           7       it's fair for anybody else to have an assessment put on them,



           8       or the project started, if that's the case, without knowing



           9       the cost.



          10                 I think that's very unfair, and I think that's an



          11       unfair business practice, that there should not be just a



          12       blank check.



          13                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay, thank you.



          14                 Is there any comment to that?



          15                 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO:  Really it's something we



          16       talked about before.  This is state law.  We're seeing



          17       whether there is a problem.  And then it's up to the drain



          18       commissioner to see if there is the necessity of an issue to



          19       be corrected for him to come up to a solution.  And he



          20       doesn't do that now because if he did, all of those costs



          21       would be assessed on you, all the engineering and everything



          22       else before there was even a determination of a problem.



          23                 So I understand your frustration.  It is unusual.



          24       But there are a lot of assessments that kind of go that



          25       direction.  If you were having a road paved, they don't give







                                         44

�









           1       you a final cost.  They can give you a better estimate there



           2       because it's easier --



           3                 MS. DORIS FELTON:  But I'm not hearing any kind of



           4       estimate.



           5                 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO:  It's not the purpose of



           6       this hearing.  So you're right about that.



           7                 MS. DORIS FELTON:  Okay, thank you.



           8                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Yes, sir.



           9                 MR. DON SNIDER:  My name is Don Snider.  I'm at



          10       4347 Saddlehorn.  I'm just to the west of that pool that was



          11       referenced earlier.  And -- yeah.



          12                 Last year, the commission came out, the drain



          13       commission came out and dredged behind my house and also



          14       behind the pool.  And for some reason, we weren't notified by



          15       the drain commission in advance that this was going to take



          16       place, which I thought was unprofessional.



          17                 And furthermore, they just dredged that --



          18       between -- behind our two houses, and it just created a pond.



          19       So that the water was getting hung up just to the west side



          20       of my property.  Therefore, it just created a pond and



          21       encouraged the cattails to grow faster.



          22                 And I called Chris at the commission and asked him



          23       why they decided to just dredge behind our two houses, and



          24       not go all the way down, all the way down to the drain in the



          25       southwest corner.  Yes.  And I never got an answer.
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           1                 And I called him back, and I asked what the price



           2       was to have those -- those two properties -- or two -- the



           3       drains behind those two properties dredged and not go all the



           4       way down.  And, again, I never got an answer as to why they



           5       just did those two properties.



           6                 So, anyway, I would recommend, if you do decide to



           7       do something with that ditch, that you do the whole ditch all



           8       the way down.



           9                 I've come to the conclusion that water in our area



          10       is a fact of life and there is not a whole lot you can do



          11       with it.  I tried to weed whack the ditches half a dozen



          12       times a year.  Last year I couldn't do that because it was



          13       filled with water almost the entire year.  And the water



          14       could not escape due to the dredging.



          15                 I'm opposed to having everybody pay for this



          16       project, a major project.  But if you decide to go forward



          17       with a major project, I would like to see the whole entire



          18       ditch dredged.  And if that makes sense, that's it.



          19                 I thank you for your time.



          20                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you.



          21                 In the front row, right here, comment?



          22                 Comment?



          23                 Is there anyone who has not had a chance to make



          24       public comment?



          25                 MR. MATT HOLLINRAKE:  Can I ask a follow-up?
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           1                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  If you come forward



           2       and give us your name and address again.



           3                 MR. MATT HOLLINRAKE:  Matt Hollinrake, 4362



           4       Saddlehorn.



           5                 The south section of Saddlehorn, the east-west



           6       section, on either side of those, those drain directly to the



           7       southwest, correct?



           8                 ENGINEER PAUL FORTON:  Whereabouts are you now?



           9                 MR. MATT HOLLINRAKE:  On the north side, so this



          10       drain goes in here, right?



          11                 ENGINEER PAUL FORTON:  Yes.



          12                 MR. MATT HOLLINRAKE:  And this goes here.



          13                 ENGINEER PAUL FORTON:  Yes.



          14                 MR. MATT HOLLINRAKE:  So that's correct?



          15                 ENGINEER PAUL FORTON:  Yes.



          16                 MR. MATT HOLLINRAKE:  When you talked about derived



          17       benefit, I get that if the rain that falls on my property



          18       doesn't affect the people in the center, why are we part of



          19       that drain easement?  Does that make sense?



          20                 ENGINEER PAUL FORTON:  Great question.  And we get



          21       this a lot, especially when there is a lot of branches.



          22                 So just to make sure I'm on the same page, if your



          23       water comes through this branch of the system to the pond,



          24       and yet others come here, why would you be on the hook for



          25       any improvements done here, because your water doesn't flow
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           1       through that part of the system.



           2                 Is that the core of the question?



           3                 MR. MATT HOLLINRAKE:  Yeah, pretty much.



           4                 ENGINEER PAUL FORTON:  Perfect.  The answer to that



           5       is because it all flows through one concentrated point, and



           6       it's all the same watershed.  There isn't a distinction made



           7       for that.



           8                 Now that being said, we do assessment rolls all the



           9       time, and I am not going to promise anything from Mr. Bush,



          10       but the possibility exists where if work were done only on



          11       your branch or another branch, the factors could be weighted



          12       such that that branch either pays more, or all of the cost



          13       associated with that work.  I'm not promising that, I'm just



          14       saying it is taken into account occasionally.



          15                 We also have situations where maybe work is done in



          16       an upstream portion of the watershed and none of it is done



          17       in the lower portion, those folks in that upper watershed



          18       might pay more or all of the costs as well, if that's makes



          19       sense.



          20                 We call that a proximity factor, where are you in



          21       proximity to the work that was completed.  Does your parcel



          22       utilize that improvement or not.  So that can be applied to



          23       the assessment roll when we do that.



          24                 And I didn't talk a lot about assessment rolls



          25       earlier, I kind of flew over that.  But in general it's based
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           1       on acres, how many acres you contribute, but also your land



           2       use.  We might have a little drainage, for example, that



           3       comes from the south.  I don't know for sure, I'd have to



           4       look at the LiDAR, but open space would probably be charged



           5       less per acre than developed space.



           6                 When we get into larger watersheds, commercial



           7       tends to pay more than residential, pays more than ag, and



           8       more than like parks and such.



           9                 So, no, good question.  It really does get tough,



          10       guys, because the cost needs to be recuperated.  You are all



          11       one entity.



          12                 Somebody explained it this way, you're all in a



          13       boat, and if there is a hole in the boat anywhere, it's going



          14       to sink.  And obviously if the boat sinks, that draws



          15       property values down.  And there is arguments that can be



          16       made to both sides.



          17                 And I totally understand your point if an



          18       improvement is made to a part of the system that your



          19       property doesn't drain through, it does get very challenging



          20       to set up those assessment rolls in a fair way.  Does that



          21       make sense?



          22                 MR. MATT HOLLINRAKE:  I feel like using your



          23       analogy, there is two different boats here, and their boat



          24       has a hole in it.



          25                 ENGINEER PAUL FORTON:  And that's the challenge,
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           1       because this drainage district, this is a legal entity.  So



           2       the Bridlewood South Drain is its own legal entity, and, you



           3       know, the costs that are born to that have to be paid by it.



           4                 But, no, we understand your point.  I'm not trying



           5       to argue against you for sure, because we understand where



           6       you're coming from.



           7                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you.  I will



           8       move the public portion be --



           9                 MR. JOE BUSH:  Mr. Chair, can I have one?



          10                 So I just want to make a statement from the



          11       gentleman before the last speaker with Chris.  I'm not sure



          12       why we didn't clean out the whole area behind you, I can't



          13       answer that today.  But we're going to make sure we get back



          14       with you and Chris will be figuring that out.



          15                 The only thing I can think of is in that area, I'm



          16       not a hundred percent sure by looking at it today, we might



          17       not have all the easements behind all those property owners.



          18       This was platted in 2002, I believe, so they didn't always



          19       get the easements in 2002, so I have to get them today -- not



          20       today, but in today's world, in 2022.



          21                 So Chris might have only had easements -- and I



          22       think that's Consumers Power as well, and that may even be



          23       your green space by looking at the property line.



          24                 So I'm not sure what happened there, but I just



          25       want to make sure that -- when we do notice for drain
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           1       maintenance, we're required by law to give two notices.  So



           2       we typically mail out those notices not once, but twice, to



           3       property owners to let them know we're going to be somewhat



           4       trespassing.  That's what the easement is for, but we want to



           5       let people know we're going to be there.



           6                 So my apologies from my department if we didn't do



           7       a good job of that.



           8                 Now that being said, Chris might have just had a



           9       couple property owner's permission, because we don't have



          10       easements, and that's how that might have happened.  But I



          11       can't speak on that without digging into more detail.



          12                 But I want a clarification that that happens in



          13       these 2002 plats that were developed, there is no easement to



          14       go all the way to the end.



          15                 I would love that in today's world, but we don't



          16       have that in all these older developments, but we'll look



          17       into that.  I just wanted to clarify.



          18                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you.



          19                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  May I speak?



          20                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Then I'll move that



          21       the public comment portion be closed.



          22                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Just one --



          23                 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO:  Everybody has had a



          24       chance to speak, and it was over three minutes.  So we've



          25       been very generous on that.  And we're not going to get a
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           1       debate.  We have the information that we need at this time.



           2                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  So is that



           3       supported?



           4                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  I'll support.



           5                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Moved and supported



           6       to close debate.



           7                 All those in favor, say aye.



           8                 (All replied, "Aye.")



           9                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Then we have some



          10       correspondence that we've received.  So I'm going to ask the



          11       secretary to --



          12                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  I've gone through the



          13       correspondence that we've received.  I mean there is eight of



          14       them.  I can read them all, but I've read pretty much all of



          15       them, and they're all negative based on the fact that it



          16       looks like the petition was sent out, the petition read in



          17       such a way that all the costs of this would be taken by the



          18       county; and if that wasn't the case, that there would be an



          19       assessment on it.  I'd be happy to read them.



          20                 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO:  If we can just put them



          21       in the record.  I don't think we have to read through them



          22       all.



          23                 Thank you.



          24                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  Pretty much all



          25       negative.
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           1                 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO:  Thank you.



           2                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay.  Then, Board,



           3       any comments that you would like to make?



           4                 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO:  There appears, you know,



           5       this is kind of on the border between maintenance and having



           6       to go slightly beyond maintenance.



           7                 So if a project is approved, if we say there is



           8       necessity, I think one of the things we can say is this is



           9       not going to be a very expensive project.



          10                 My concern is between the open area in between the



          11       homes, and the very south line, is that the maintenance that



          12       would have to occur there, or the improvements that would



          13       have to occur there, are such that would be greater than what



          14       the maintenance would allow to be completed.



          15                 The maintenance on this, we have 1.6 miles, or two



          16       miles, is limited to 6 to $10,000.  And so that's where my



          17       concern is is that there is an issue there.  It's not a major



          18       issue, but there is an issue there that has to be resolved,



          19       and I don't think they can do it for between six and ten



          20       thousand dollar.



          21                 So there is a need in my opinion, a necessity to



          22       have a project, but again it's going to be a very minor



          23       project.  And I think it's something that can be easily



          24       resolved.



          25                 But even on the south drain, you're going to have
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           1       to go a fair amount of distance just to clear it out to make



           2       sure that it's draining properly.



           3                 And it sounds like there is now water collecting on



           4       that that there hasn't been for years.  And again, the



           5       maintenance monies alone won't be enough to cover that.



           6                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay.



           7                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  I guess I got a



           8       question for Joe.



           9                 Joe, if -- okay, if you did a study of this area



          10       and did some work, engineering work on it, and you found that



          11       to do it properly, it's going to be a huge project, is there



          12       an out for it to not be done if the people don't want it



          13       done?



          14                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Yes, there is.



          15       And I always do a cost analysis with every project, because I



          16       usually try to make the engineer come up with three



          17       alternative solutions; cheap, mid range, and then the



          18       Cadillac.  I don't always pick the Cadillac, but you like to



          19       have those options so everybody doesn't say, you didn't look



          20       into those options.  So I always look at three.



          21                 And we always do a cost analysis with the engineer



          22       and the township, and how much is it going to cost residents.



          23       We live in different times, I'm very cautious of the cost of



          24       projects and people's income.  So I'm very cautious of that.



          25                 That being said, there is a couple ways, with
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           1       maintenance, that's per year.  So maybe one year you would



           2       tackle one of the issues and another year tackle another one.



           3       So you could maybe do that, wrap this up in a couple years of



           4       maintenance.



           5                 I'm not saying we would, I'm just saying the



           6       alternatives because of the costs.  That's why we're here.



           7       We got a petition because it's more than the maintenance,



           8       potentially.  That's why we have a hearing.



           9                 So to have an out?  Yes.  Is there other



          10       alternatives?  Possibly.  There could be a resolution too,



          11       from the township, if the cost is a little more than



          12       maintenance, you can always -- I can get a resolution from



          13       the township if that Board would pass that at that time.



          14                 But that could be another option, but I'm just



          15       going to throw it out there and mention it for the record.



          16                 But I do a cost analysis.



          17                 If you said a million dollars, I'd say no way.



          18                 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO:  To give an idea, if



          19       you're taking a look at simply cleaning out that drain on the



          20       south side, and you're probably talking there it looks maybe



          21       less than a thousand yards, would that be -- in fact probably



          22       less than 600 yards, would you be able to do that within your



          23       maintenance budget?



          24                 ENGINEER PAUL FORTON:  So to answer that, I was



          25       just running in GIS the app.







                                         55

�









           1                 I did a measurement from here, let me get on this



           2       side so you can see, from this location here to approximately



           3       the corner there where you get into the basin, it's about 250



           4       yards.  That's fine if you hunt and fish and shoot, 250 yards



           5       makes sense.  But we bid everything out per linear foot.



           6                 So you're looking at 750 feet of open drain.  If



           7       you were to take 750 feet, even at five dollars a foot,



           8       you're under five grand.



           9                 Am I doing my math right on that one?  Yeah.  So



          10       3500, 4000 bucks, to clean that out.



          11                 Now again, that's maybe a low price because we are



          12       in backyards and grass and yard restoration takes a little



          13       bit more.  But my best guess, just looking at it right off



          14       the cuff here, I think you're going to be under that ten



          15       grand figure.



          16                 And being an engineer that deals with water,



          17       everything relies on grade.  And we're seeing a fairly



          18       significant amount of contours.  When you start to see these



          19       contour lines really close together, we do have some



          20       options.



          21                 It looks like they're starting to space out here



          22       and get fairly flat, which is why you're seeing some of those



          23       areas, if you dig and maybe even over-dig a little bit,



          24       they'll pond and hold water.  But we can certainly take a



          25       look at that shoot grade and then try to set a steady
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           1       elevation all the way through.



           2                 What I'm pleasantly surprised to see is those



           3       contours do seem to be on the correct parcel, which is huge.



           4       They're not breaking onto Consumers.



           5                 But again, this is GIS data, it's not locked in



           6       perfect.  But I do think that there are options there that



           7       can address that issue for under 10 grand.



           8                 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO:  So the two-year option,



           9       then you could take a look at spending 10 thousand, and then



          10       the second area the following year?



          11                 ENGINEER PAUL FORTON:  Correct.  And many times



          12       when we do projects like that, we might do one in the fall



          13       and another one in the spring.  And the fiscal year, the



          14       cutoff for that is January 1st, if I'm not mistaken.



          15                 Right.  Right.  So as we spend that 10 grand, it's



          16       10 grand per calendar year.  It doesn't matter where you



          17       slide that.



          18                 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO:  Okay, that helps.



          19                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  That's helpful.



          20                 My personal opinion is I like the idea of the



          21       maintenance piece for it, and saying that, I personally, I



          22       would make a motion that this petition is not necessary and



          23       conducive to public health, convenience or welfare.  And that



          24       the petition be dismissed.



          25                 That's my motion, if someone supports it.
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           1                 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO:  I'll support that.



           2                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Motion is made and



           3       supported that it's not necessary.



           4                 All those in favor, say aye.



           5                 (All replied, "Aye.")



           6                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  And then that's



           7       carried.



           8                 Joe, do you want to say anything about appeal?



           9                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Yeah.  If anybody



          10       wanted to appeal their decision today, you can do that



          11       through circuit court.  You have ten days from today if



          12       somebody wanted to appeal their decision today, again through



          13       circuit court, not through my department.  But there is a



          14       process for that.



          15                 And I do appreciate everybody being patient.



          16                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  I think Bill has --



          17                 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO:  The only comment I would



          18       make is that this decision is -- is predicated on the fact



          19       that we think that the county is going to take a look at



          20       using maintenance projects up there over the next two to



          21       three years to resolve the issues, especially in the center



          22       section.



          23                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  That's correct.



          24                 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO:  It may be slightly more



          25       difficult, but I still think it can be resolved.







                                         58

�









           1                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  That is correct,



           2       that was your decision.



           3                 And again, I just want to say thanks for spending



           4       time with us this afternoon, and your patience, and learning



           5       listening.  Thank you.



           6                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you.  I



           7       declare the meeting is adjourned.



           8                 (Board of Determination - Bridlewood South Drain -



           9            adjourned.)
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STATE OF M CH GAN

COUNTY OF OTTAVWA

BRI DLEWOCD SOUTH DRAI'N
BOARD OF DETERM NATI ON

Proceedi ngs commenced on Wednesday, July 6, 2022, at

t he Janestown Township O fices, 2380 Riley Street,

Hudsonvill e, M chigan, held before Marjorie A Covey,

CSR- 2616, Certified Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public.
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M. Joe Bush, Otawa County Water Resources Comnm ssi oner
M. Josiah Ti mrermans, Chief Deputy to Water Resources Conm
Ms. Marie Snyder, Secretary
M. Rich VanderKl ok, Board Chairman
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M. Bill Cargo, Board Menber
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M. Josh Westgate, Wight Townshi p Supervi sor
M. Jerry Onman, Otawa County Road Commi ssion
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1 Hidsonvi | 1e, Mchigan 1 Determination. They have a little idea of what's going on

2 July 6, 2022 2 out there now

3 PROCEED NGS 3 But prior to today they were not called, enailed,

4 WATER RESOLRCES OO JCE BUSH Vel | again, | 4 they don't knowwhat Paul is going to be talking about, his

5 apologize for being past the 11 o'clock start, but | wanted 5 engineer's presentation.

6 to nake sure everybody was heard, being that was a neighbor's 6 Again, everything is prelimnary with the engineer.

7 area, another watershed. 7 ¢ haven't done a full-scale project cost or project -- we

8 I'mJoe Bush, the Gitawa Gounty Viéter Resources 8 don't even know the issues, that's why we hold the public

9  Commissioner, for the people who didn't hear ne on the first 9 testinony.

10 B®D 10 Everything is court recorded. Qur court reporter

1 V' re here because we recei ved a few petitions. 11 isvirtua today but she is -- these will be available

12 And this one is for the Bridlewood South Drain. Again the 12 usually about four to six weeks after today's hearing.

13 petition cane in because of some concerns in another 13 Peopl e in the association, | know Facebook is alive

14 watershed, next door to the one that we just had a Board of 14 and vell, and you guys have your own private groups and a | ot

15 Deternination on. 15 of messages have been going across, whichis good, a lot of

16 And when ve get a petition, one of the first things 16 good information, but nake sure it's accurate.

17 we dois hold a Board of Determination, and then | appoint a 17 So peopl e are tal king about |arge assessnents and

18 three-panel Board that we have before you this norning. 18 the projects and we haven't gotten that far yet. This Board

19 And when | appoint a three-panel Board, again, 19 wll deternmine, for the people that sawthe last Board, it

20 these gentlemen are -- their job today i s not to figure out a 20 got turned down.

21 cost or project. They figure out, does it need to nove 21 Soit's not like -- they're hearing testimony from

22 forward under ny jurisdiction, to have a project. 22 you guys, not ne or the engineer. \é just try and help

23 So I'mnot either in favor of or not in favor of, 23 inform but they're the ones that make the decision.

24 hecause, again, they make that determnation. 24 Wth that being said, | knowthere is some issues

25 Wien it cones to maintenance |imts, we heard about 25 over there. | know Paul has been out there. | knowny drain
Page 3 Page 5

1 thisearlier. Wenit's maintenance, it's 5000 per nile, 1 inspector Chris Machiela has been out there.

2 per year, per drain. | don't get free noney that's just 2 V¢ looked at a fewthings in order to sol ve sone of

3 willingtodothat. It's still an assessment whether it 3 these issues that people were talking about was way over the

4 comes fromthe township 100 percent, or the county road 4 mintenance limt, so that's when a petition cones in. Wen

5 comission, or the county ne, sonebody is paying for it. 5 apetition comes in, | have so nany days to hold a

6 It could be a special assessment if the township 6 determnation.

7 says we don't want to cover that along with the road 7 Then | appoint a three-panel Board that don't have

8 comission and the county. 8 any affiliation with the township board, Jamestown Township.

9 Wth that being said, so when people think, oh, 9 They don't own properties as far as this toanship in this

10 there is $5000, you got a 20-year devel opment, that means 10 location. Sothey're here to make a decision based on

11 thereis a hundred grand in this thing, or whatever, that's 11 testinony.

12 not true. It's only 5000 per year, per nile, per drain and 12 Wth that being said, when | appoint a three-panel

13 | have a thousand of these county drains. 13 Board, thisis all by Drain Code, | pick people who have been

14 Soit'salot of undertaking on trying to figure it 14 doing these boards for a long tine. These three gentlenen

15 out. But again, that's Drain Code, that's the naxi num 15 have been doing this a long tine.

16 anount. 16 | got elected in 2013, nost of themhave been doing

17 Wthout a resol ution, | know Paul hit on that 17 B> since |'ve been elected. They understand Drain Code.

18 earlier, or a petition, again, so we'll get back to why we're 18  They understand their purpose today. And they understand how

19 here today because we have a petition on both of these 19 torun a neeting, because most of themhave been involved in

20 watersheds, or drain districts, for a possihle project. 20 these situations for their previous job or their current job.

21 So again | want everybody to understand to pl ease 21 They understand what their job and their task is today.

22 give testinony, whether you're in favor of, have a probl em 22 Wth that being said, I'll go ahead and do

23 or not in favor of. 23 introductions.

24 These Board nenbers have not been out there. They 24 V¢ do have Spicer Goup, Paul Forton one of the

25 don't know location except fromthe previous Board of 25 P.Es, we have Noah over there.
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1 V¢ have ny staff, Marie in the yellow dress, 1 bel'll make a notion that public conment be linited to three
2 walking around, that's ny secretary. And we have ny chief 2 mnutes per person, if they want to speak.
3 deputy standing here in the center for people to signin 3 And is that supported?
4 under the Brid ewood South Board of Determination neeting. 4 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  Support ed.
5 And then we have Josh Wéstgate. Heis your deputy 5 BOARD CHAIR R CH VANDER KLCK:  Moved and support ed
6 supervisor for Jamestown Township. And then we al so have 6 that public conment be limted to three minutes per person.
7 Jerry Oman fromthe Qtawa County Road Commission, he's here 7 Al those in favor, say aye.
8 today too. 8 (Al replied, "Aye.")
9 Wth that being said, | think nost people heard the 9 BOARD CHAIR R CH VANDER KLCK:  Carrried.
10 previous neeting, and then that outcone. Probably heard a 10 Then we' ve al ready tal ked about the role and
11 lot of the presentation because again we vent over, and | 11 function of the Board, Joe Bush has nentioned that, the
12 apologize for that, but it happens. | want to nake sure you 12 procedural history.
13 guys get enough tine too. Take as long as you want because 13 And then I'mgoing to turn it over to Paul to give
14 we're here to hear you guy's testinony and i ssues. 14 an engineer report.
15 So at this time | think | got it all. 15 ENG NEER PAUL FCRTON  Excel I ent.  Thank you, R ch.
16 Gentlenen, please rise, and I'Il go ahead and give 16 Inalittlebit of afun spot because we've al ready
17 you the oath and then you will take over the neeting from 17 covered a lot of ground in the previous presentation, but |
18  here. 18 also understand that many of you weren't here right at 11
19 Gent| emen, please raise your right hand. 19 o'clock. Sothere mght still be sone questions.
20 Do you each sol ennly swear that you will faithfully 20 I will try to address those as quickly as | can for
21 performand di scharge the duties inposed upon you, as 21 the sake of tine because we are behind.
22 required by law as menbers of the Board of Deternmnation, 22 But ve'll be able togoalittle bit faster, things
23 appointed by the Qtawa Gounty Véter Resources Conmi ssioner, 23 like location. You guys already know where we're going to
24 to determne the necessity to maintain and i nprove the 24 he.
25 Bridlewood South Drain, located in Jamestown Township, in 25 And so we'll talk about the location, the
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1 said county, gentlenen? 1 background, and history, and the statistics. V¢'Il look at
2 (Al replied, "I wll.") 2 that drainage district boundary again for those folks in the
3 WATER RESOURCES OO JCE BUSH  Thank you. 3 room
4 BOARD MEVBER R CH VANDER KLCK:  Qur first order of 4 V¢ do have sone phot ographs we' ve taken of the
5 business is the election of a chairperson. 5 system ¢ can talk about sone observations that we nade
6 BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER  |' |1 nake a motion that 6 based on our inspection, and then talk about next steps.
7 Rch serve as chai rnan. 7 As Joe nentioned, we have not done a thorough
8 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARXQ  Second and support. 8 engineering design study and report of this. V¢'ve sinply
9 BOARD MEVBER R CH VANDER KLCK:  Mbtion has been 9 done awndshield tour. You folks live there. Soif you
10 nade and supported that Rch VanderK ok serve as chair. 10 know something | don't, please address it in public comment.
1 Al those in favor, say aye. 11 That woul d be fantastic.
12 (Al replied, "Aye.") 12 Sone of the other things that are extremely
13 BOARD CHAIR R CH VANDER KLCK:  And then we have a 13 inportant for us, |'mavare of saturated surface conditions,
14 motion for secretary. 14 saturated sod, wet areas.
15 BOARD MEVBER BILL CARXQ  I'I1 nake a notion that 15 I've heard tell of basenents that have flooded. |
16 Ken be named as the secretary for this Board of 16 would like to confirmthat, if your basenent has flooded or
17 Deternination. 17 if you know of soneone's basement that has flooded. That
18 BOARD CHAR R CH VANDER KLCK: Il support that. 18  woul d be hel pful .
19 Moved and supported that Ken Souter be the 19 Inthat though, it's very inportant to know whet her
20 secretary. 20 it was surface water, like the water ponded up in ny yard and
21 Al those in favor, say aye. 21 it cane through ny slider or it came through a wal kout; or
22 (Al replied, "Aye.") 22 did you have a downspout gutter that slipped off and nade
23 BOARD CHAR R CH VANDER KLCK:  That is al'so 23 your basenent wet; or naybe a sunp punp that failed.
24 approved. 24 As an engineer, you know one of the nost inportant
25 And then the rules of public comment, and that will 25 questions to answer is if a basenent flooded, why? DOidit
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1 conme up through the cracks? Q did it come through an 1 the pipes to this basin in the southwest corner, and then

2 opening. 2 out, those would be the folks that woul d have what we call

3 S0 as we get into the public coments, we can't fix 3 derived benefit to any inprovenents or work that is done on

4 vhat we don't know So please feel free to address your 4 this drain.

5 comments during public coment. 5 There have been a I ot of questions about, well if

6 As far as the location, just for everybody that's 6 don't have an issue, but |'minthat district, do | have to

7 here probably lives there so they know Board, we're just 7 pay for work that's done? Yes. You're all in one watershed

8 south of the drainage district we looked at earlier this 8 and that's the means and the nechanismthat Joe's office has

9 nmorning. Mich like the Bridlewood Drain, this was a 433 9 togenerate a special assessnent district, to bringin the

10 Agreement that was established through the devel opnent of the 10 funds for maintenance and inprovenent of this drain

11 nei ghbor hood. 1 It's always fun to do two of these back to back

12 Bridlewood South, inthis particular area, was 12 because it's like, what have | said in the previous

13 2002, and then several phases in the years afterward. 13 presentation, and what am!| nissing now that would be

14 The watershed is about 35 acres as it sits today. 14 pertinent to you folks. So please do feel free to ask

15 There is 57 parcels or so, so 57 landowners within this 15 questions during public conments because | want to nake sure

16  particul ar vatershed. 16  everybody has a solid understanding what we're doing here.

17 And the length of the drain, as you add up the 17 Board, for your benefit, we talked about a lot of

18 pipes, is about 1.6 mles. 18 basins before. |'ve got some photos of the basin here, but

19 So as Joe tal ked about maintenance, it rounds up so 19 thereis prinarily one basin

20 there woul d be two naintenance niles available to do 20 There is a couple different flowpaths and drai nage

21 mintenance out there. So the maxi mimthat Joe coul d spend, 21 areas, but you've got sheet flowthat comes down through this

22 at least the way the lawis witten at this time, would be 22 area here. You got alittle bit of alinear wetland here

23 $10,000 under mai ntenance without the need of a petition. 23 before it crosses the road and gets to the other side

24 And then the land use, that just refers to howis 24 In the southwest corner, for Margie's benefit if

25 the land being used today. It's a neighborhood, soit's all 25 she's still onthere, there is a basin here that's used to
Page 11 Page 13

1 residential, withalittle bit of green space mixed in. 1 store water and release it slowy. Sothe prinary outlet and

2 The picture that you see here is the current 2 the prinary basinis prinarily here in the southwest corner.

3 drainage district boundary, as it was drafted by the 3 Vé spent a lot of time this norning talking about

4 devel oper for the 433 Agreenent. 4 the green space in the niddl e area here. And while I'mon

5 As ve talked about this morning, here are sone flow 5 that note, the bulk of the conplaints we received in going

6 arrows that we can slap on there. In general, the system 6 out to do the inspections, and the primary purpose of the

7 drains fromthe northeast corner to the southwest corner. 7 petition being circulated is related to saturated soils in

8 There are areas that we identified during our 8 the south end of that basin

9 inspection, specifically on Sable Drive, where we can see 9 And 1"mgoing to correct that and say prinarily the

10 that the stormsewer was installed to actually take that 10 south end of that basin, but as | walked across it when we

11 water north into Brid ewood, we covered that a little this 11 inspected it, the whole area is juicy at times, saturated

12 morning. 12 sod. You can stand on it and junp on it and it brings the

13 So if this were a boundary that we wanted to clean 13 water right up tothe top, and it's very, very wet. So that

14 up, and have it not be based on the 433 Agreenent, or the 14 holds true for the entire green space here

15  devel opment boundary, we would | ook at Li DAR data and the 15 | woul d imagine after the dry spell we've had and a

16 stormsever infornation here, and make a determination on 16 littlebit of alack of rain, we're primarily in that

17 what the watershed boundary woul d be. 17 one-and-a-hal f nonth wi ndow where areas of this night

18 That watershed boundary is really inportant. So 18 actually be dry and nowable. Intalking to |andowners, it

19 for those that weren't here this morning, that watershed 19 sounds like July and the niddle of August is about the only

20 boundary is what the drain office uses to deternine the 20 time thisreally dries out. Qher than that, it's extremely

21 special assessnent. 21 saturated for nost of the year.

22 So that watershed boundary can be called a special 22 Mving on into sone of the photos, again, for those

23 assessment district, again |'mreferring to it as a watershed 23 that weren't with us this morning, | got a location map in

24 Dboundary. But in general, when it rains, any water that 24 the lower left-hand corner. It's that sane overview map, and

25 falls inside of that zone, that drains through the systems in 25 you can watch the red star to see where the photo was taken

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video

(800) 878-8750 -

M chigan Firm No. 8029

10 to 13





Page 14

Page 16

1 I realizeit'salittlebit small, but it gives you at |east 1 options
2 anidea as to where the photos were taken. 2 So this is aphoto of that sane catch basin now
3 This particular photois the outlet structure to 3 looking straight down onit. And one of the things | want to
4 that basinin the southwest corner. So again, all the water 4 point out isall of thelittle four-inch tiles that are
5 bleeds into this basin, and thenit's released through this 5 brought inhere. Thisis apretty challenging set of
6 structure going out to a natural water course to the west. 6 circunstances here because as you look at this, they're all
7 Nodebris, looks pretty good, functional at this tine. 7 extrenely shall ow
8 This particular photois of the sane basinin the 8 Ging back to the previous photo, the ground sl opes
9 southwest corner of the neighborhood, and it just gives you 9 ingeneral upalittlebit, but not very mich. So these
10 anidea of howthat basin looks. You'll notice that thereis 10 four-inch pipes have very little cover, very little dirt on
11 some cattails there. V¢ do have sone trees that are starting 11 top of them That nakes themvery susceptible to be plugged
12 to form sone woody debris, just sonething to watch. 12 withroots, even fromsod when they're this shallow and plug
13 And one of the nain naintenance issues, people say, 13 off the slots that allowfor that drainage that we hope to
14 wvhat is drain naintenance? How do you naintenance on a 14 achieve
15 drain? 15 Vé're not here to talk about solutions or fixes,
16 Vel | if the pipeis plugged with either cattails or 16  but one of the things that | woul d reconmend, if they coul d
17 sticks and what not, getting that removed, much like the 17 be brought into the basin deeper, and reinstalled, nost of
18 rocks we tal ked about this morning in the Bridl ewood 18 these are downspout gutters that are hooked to this, or sunp
19  subdivision, getting that inpedinent out of the way. That's 19  punp outlets, or hoth.
20 what we typically do when it comes to drain naintenance. |f 20 Thi's photo was taken yesterday, and | know t hat
21 thereis aholeinanpipe, we wouldlook tofix that, but 21 water was flowng through at least two or three of those
22 usually there is a sink hole present or something to that 22 trickling through. Again, we did have sone rain on the 4th
23 effect. 23 and sone sprinkles this morning, depending on what cloud you
24 So when we talk about maintenance, it's fixing, 24 wvere under, but in general it's been fairly dry. So these
25 pipes, it's removing obstructions, and keeping the water 25 photos are fairly fresh.

Page 15 Page 17
1 flowng properly. 1 As ve looked in that catch basin, one of the things
2 Mving on, thisis apicture of the area on kind of 2 we always look for is the stormsewers going out of it. And
3 the northeast side of Saddlehorn that | nentioned, where you 3 when we looked at that -- the reason we look at that isif
4 have the rear ot drainage comng down through the cattails 4 the pipeis full going out, and no water is going, that
5 there, and then entering a pipe and crossing the road before 5 indicates that thereis an issue
6 it enters the actual storage basin that's utilized in the 6 Inthis case, there didn't appear to be an issue
7 nei ghbor hood. 7 The water that's getting into the basin is going away through
8 This particular photo now, we are in that green 8 the hill and |eaving through the stormsewer system
9 space area, and this is kind of what | would call that 9 This particular photo here is in the southeast
10 southvest corner of the green space. There is an existing 10 corner of the sane green area. So we're a few hundred feet
11 catch basin there, and there is stormsewer on the western 11 east of the catch basin where ve vere
12 edge of this area. 12 | apologize, | can't use a pointer, it doesn't work
13 And so we've got another photo that we've taken of 13 ona TV screen
14 this structure that we'll look at here in a mnute, but there 14 But in general, this particular photois, again,
15 isinfrastructure that is supposed to drain that rear |ot 15 east of the outlet. There is no stormsewer here, thereis
16 area 16 no county drain here. Thereis alittle pocket you can see
17 In general, the ground slopes to this location. 17 by the cattails that catches water, and it just sits and
18 It'salittle flat, but like we talked about this morning, at 18 saturates, and it can't go anay. Sothisis one of the
19 least it's concave and can get here for the nost part. It's 19 isolated pockets where the water is stuck there
20 not convex like the pond on the east side where that's 20 Many fol ks, via Facebook, and then al so sone of the
21 actually a pond. 21 comments we received this morning, "that's a private
22 But there are areas that don't have positive 22 landowner issue, just fix it yourself. |'ve spent thousands
23 drainage or slope tothis spot. Sothere are a fewisol ated 23 of dollars fixing ny own problem why should | spend dollars
24 spots where when it rains, that water wll just sit there 24 to fix sonebody el se's"?
25 unless it infiltrates or evaporates. Those are the only two 25 And, guys, | don't have a dog inthis fight. |
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1 understand everybody's side of this, okay? 1 Again, we have heard reports of flooding and i ssues

2 This particular area though does not have a public 2 of standing water in this particular neighborhood. V¢ have

3 outlet. If you wanted to drain that spot, you'd have to work 3 not surveyed this, so | cannot tell you what we have for even

4 vith either the homeowner's association or the neighbors to 4 pipe dianeters and sizes, and whether there is an issue or

5 get permissiontoput inapipeinorder todrainthis. So 5 ot

6 this particular spot is alittle bit, one of the nore 6 Again, frompublic comment, | would love to hear,

7 challenging spots based on our inspection. 7 howlong does the water sit? Does that surface water sit

8 So, again, we've got sone dininished functionality 8 there for five days over the top of the structure that's

9 of the detention basins. Wien you see the vegetation that's 9 supposed to carry that water away? Q is it there for five

10 growing there and the trees, you are |osing some storage 10 hours? Is the systemfunctioning or not?

11 volume; but in general, not alot. Those plants do provide a 1 Froman outsider coming in on a windshield tour, it

12 benefit because there is filtration through those, and also 12 looks like it's functioning pretty well. It looks like

13 nutrient uptake and things like that. But in excess, they 13 saturated yards are the main concern. But again, I'dliketo

14 can becore a probl em 14 hear nore about that because | was not able to go out there

15 Do we have maj or issues out there? Not really. 15 after, say, afour or five-inch rain and see how the system

16 The outlet is functioning properly, the basin |ooks okay. 16  behaved, so we're going to rely on public coments for that.

17 Again, correct ne if I"'mwong, folks, because you 17 So next steps, if the project is found not

18 live there, we're just doing a wndshield tour as we went 18 necessary -- so again, the gentlenen here are not here --

19  through here. 19 againthis is based on alot of comments we received on

20 The second bul l et there, saturated yard areas, that 20 Facebook and a lot of different thing, so I'll touch briefly

21 seens to ne to be the main point of concern for the residents 21 on these and et you guys do your things

22 that we talked to. That sod just stays saturated and it 22 They're not here to decide the scope of the

23 won't dry out. 23 project. They're not here to decide how much noney it's

24 Andit's not just inareas that are flat. There 24 going to cost. They're not here to decide who is going to

25 are areas that -- some of the hones have wal kout basins. |f 25 pay how much and why. They're sinply here to decide whet her
Page 19 Page 21

1 you're famliar -- you guys are famliar wth building. Ven 1 sonething needs to be done or not

2 you build a wal kout basin, typically thereis a slope 2 And | know Joe touched on this, but it's inportant

3 aongside of that hone that |eads up to the road. It's not 3 tonotethat that's their role. The role and function of the

4 just saturated down on the flat and down near the green 4 Boardisisit necessary or isit not

5 space, it's saturated up on the slopes too. 5 If they determne that it's not necessary, then

6 So when we're up six or eight feet above that flat, 6 there will be nolarge scale project. There mght still be

7 and fromhere to the wall away, in ny experience -- we didn't 7 maintenance done on the systemunder the maintenance lints

8 walk in everybody's yards because | don't want to neet 8 but there woul d be no large scal e project

9 everybody's dog, but in general, we were still seeing that 9 And then the lawrequires that the drain office

10 saturated zone up high. 10 needs towait for a period of one year before receiving a new

1 And again, like we talked about this norning, if 11 petition on the Bridl ewood South Drain

12 you veren't here, when they devel oped these nei ghborhoods, 12 If it is found necessary, then we can dive into

13 many times they strip the topsoil off, shape the clay, get it 13 looking into the issues that we hear about today. Typically

14 propped for the roads, sewer and what not, and then place 14 that means surveying the system So we would send a survey

15 that topsoil back on top of that clay, and have it graded out 15 crewout to get elevation data and docunent what's out there.

16 hopeful ly to drain. 16 V¢ woul d then work toward a design. |f we needed

17 I'n your particular neighborhood, you're sitting on 17 easements or property acquisition in order to achieve the

18 sone very, very hard clay, hard clay. So when you got that 18 goals, we would try to get easements fromfolks

19 clay layer underneath that topsoil, that water can't 19 This is a situation where we can't just put a pipe

20 infiltrate. 20 where we want to, we need to get easements there first

21 The folks that live on pure sand have the opposite 21 Wether it's a homeowner's association or a private

22 problens where as soon as it rains, that water wcks right 22 landowner, we can't just go in and put a pipe where we'd like

23 away and it disappears. And then everywhere el se in Mchigan 23 to. V¢ need to get permission to do that.

24 ve have the loany mx. But inthis particular area we got a 24 That typically takes a significant amount of tine

25 lot of hard clay which leads to those saturated yard areas. 25 to work through, because easenents tend to be one of our
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1 larger chall enges. 1 sonetimes the county and township do pay a hundred percent at

2 Permtting does also, if we get into a situation 2 large. If thisis apetition project, nore likely than not,

3 where we need a pernit fromthe state, that could add some 3 they'|l pay a portion, but the |andowners will be paying a

4 time. Really looking at this watershed, | don't anticipate 4 portion as well.

5 that being an issue. 5 Again, it wll be based on that special assessnent

6 Then we get into biding, and then ve finally get 6 district line. If the project is found necessary, that will

7 intoaDay of Rview Soif you've tuned me out until now 7 bealinethat would be inproved with our nodern data. V¢

8 this is where you really want to pay attention, right? 8 got better elevation data than we did in 2001. | shoul dn't

9 Everybody wants to know how nuch this is going to cost them 9 say we, | should say they, because we didn't setup this

10 what's the bottomline. And that Day of Reviewis a Day of 10 initia boundary, but we got better data now so we can set

11 Reviewwhere you can cone in and review your assessnent. 11 that up to be accurate to howthe lay of the land is today.

12 Since we've bid the job, and we know how much 12 And with that, | guess if there is any questions

13 construction is going to be, we know how nuch engi neering 13 fromthe Board, I'd be willing to entertain those, and then

14 wes, if there vas any legal involved, and Joe's staff, all of 14 we'll probably get into a public coment.

15 those are tabulated into a computation of cost. Ve know the 15 BOARD CHAIR R CH VANDER KLOK  Thank you.

16 total nunber, and we know how much the county is going to 16 Boar d?

17 pay, the towship is going to pay, and how nuch will be |eft 17 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER M only question |'ve

18 on the residents. 18 got is that picture that you showed that there is nine

19 Soif the only thing that you hear ne say is, if 19 different drains comng into one catch basin on top, those

20 it's found necessary, ook for a notice of that. You'll 20 arerunall across private property? Q are those in sone

21 receive a notice inthe mail of a Day of Review of 21 type of easenent that is already established?

22 Apportionnent, you might want to pay attention to that. 22 ENG NEER PALL FCRTON  Excel I ent question. So

23 You don't necessarily have to cone in. Actually 23 those are all private drains. Again, froma visual

24 the way the lawis witten now this changed a few years ago, 24 observation, nost of those are going towards hones and

25 the value of your assessment wll be on that notice, so that 25 collect the downspout gutters. Mbst of the downspout gutters
Page 23 Page 25

1 wll be described. If you have questions, you can call. 1 cone down and connect to a four-inch tile, and they would

2 But that Day of Review does allow you to cone in 2 then lead out to this and spill inright at the rimof the

3 and reviewthat assessment in person too, if you'd like to do 3 structure, not down below but right here in the rimthat you

4 that. 4 can see.

5 Fromthere there is an appeal process. |'mnot a 5 So that is all private infrastructure, all on

6 lawer, sol'mnot going to play one on TV. But if you feel 6 private property. The only exception to that mght be if

7 aggrieved by your assessnent, and you don't think it's fair, 7 sone traverse the green space, and | believe that's owned by

8 you can appeal, | believe it's within ten days of that Day of 8 the homeowner's association, if I'mnot nistaken.

9 Review and then it can be heard by a review board. 9 So there nmight be -- there is no public property or

10 (nce that process is conplete, then we can finally 10 no easerent that those are in, unless they happen to be in

11 nove to construction. 11 the drain easenent that is setup for the drainage pipe

12 You know, as far as setting expectations, given 12 leading away fromthis to the west.

13 that we're probably going to need easenents to sol ve any of 13 So there night be sone overlap in our easenent, but

14 the issues that we've identified so far, guys, we're a year 14 in general, all these four inches are private.

15 or two out fromshovel intothe dirt, at least. If it's 15 Gher questions?

16  found necessary, just mentally plan on that. 16 BOARD CHAR R CH VANDER KLCK: Bill?

17 And so if you got drainage i ssues on your property, 17 BOARD MEVBER BILL CARD N

18 don't -- Joe is not going to be able to come inriding on a 18 BOARD CHA R R CH VANDER KLXK: Ckay.  Then |'11

19 white stallionand fix it by the end of this year. This 19 openit up for public conment.

20 process takes tine. Vé're the government, we have the lawto 20 If you'd like to nake a comment, we ask that you

21 follow andit's a pretty arduous process to give folks a 21 cone to the podiumand give us your name and address, and

22 chance to appeal and to be transparent on what's going on. 22 tell us if you have property in the district, or if you live

23 | don't believe I've missed any of the hot topics. 23 inthe district, or have property in the district.

24 Joe already touched on the one that it's not paid purely by 24 And the reason we're asking you to come to the

25 the county. | know some naintenance in other districts, 25 podiumis because we're doing this virtually, and it's being
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1 recorded with our court clerk -- reporter, rather. 1 the research |I've done, and know ng the experience that when

2 So if you have a conment, |'ll start in the back 2 welivedin @Gand Rapids we had clay. And | had that as a

3 row If you have a comment, cone forward and give us your 3 little girl we couldn't play in the backyard after it rained.

4 nane. 4 So I'mjust against it right now especially with

5 Anyone in the back row there? 5 howthe econony is right now It's just not a financial that

6 Ckay. Then over here? Yes. 6 us Janestown fanilies can handl e

7 M5, SARAH FEENSTRA  Hello, |'mSarah Feenstra. 7 And any advice that's just general, like, hey

8 And | live at 4374 Saddiehorn. So | wes -- ny backyard was 8 during these months, cut back on your sprinkling. Q, hey

9 actually one of the pictures. 1'min the corner around the 9 there are products

10 curve. | have an odd shape -- | have -- you probably net ny 10 But any type of big assessnents that's going to be

11 dog. Yep. 11 financially burdening, when we're already adjusting, andit's

12 ENG NEER PAUL FCRTQN (1 naudi bl e. ) 12 just the clay issue.

13 MB. SARAH FEENSTRA  I'mright there. So we've all 13 BOARD CHAR R CH VANDER KLCK: (kay, thank you.

14 actually been in the neighborhood for about a 14 MB. SARAH FEENSTRA  Any questions on ny property

15 year-and-a-half. And when we did purchase the house, we did 15 since | knowit's unique?

16 notice that it was saturated as vell. 16 ENG NEER PAUL FCRTON  Any surface flooding or does

17 But, again, when we did our research, it's the clay 17 the water seemto go through the cattails and go away?

18 base issue. W'reonahill. V¢ have the cattails all 18 M. SARAH FEENSTRA  Yeah. And like | said, there

19 around us. V¢ have great drainage but it is that clay. 19 isjust alittle section that's wet.

20 V¢ haven't had water in our basenent, just an 20 And al so, because of the sun, ny front yard doesn't

21 inconvenience that we have had to deal with, which we've had 21 have it because of the sun, and | wish | had nore

22 inother hones that we've lived in other nei ghborhoods. 22 Vé get a lot of algae in the back on the siding

23 [t's just the area that we livein, it's just very 23 because it is a shaded area, so you're not going to get that

24 hard clay. V¢ just knowthat after a good rain, we have 24 evaporated, because it does face an area that gets Iess sun.

25 teenagers, but they'll hang out in the front yard. And when 25 Soyou're not going to get that evaporation because of the
Page 27 Page 29

1 | talk to other neighbors, it's just the way it is. Qhers 1 clay sitting there

2 have adjusted their |andscaping throughout the street there. 2 So ny front yard doesn't have any issues because it

3 Vé've all had to adjust. It's just theway it is 3 has lots of sun. And sane thing, ny snow nelts awesone

4 inthisareain Vst Mchigan. Qay is very common. 4 because of the sun on the driveway

5 And | think too, we have -- | nean |' msurrounded 5 BOARD CHAIR R CH VANDER KLCK:  Thank you.

6 by great drainage and I'mhigh up, but | still have areas 6 Anyone el se in the back there?

7 that are saturated, like you said. V¢ ve adjusted our 7 M MIT HLLINRKE Mttt Hollinrake, 4326

8 sprinkler systemto nake it beneficial so we cantry to do 8 Saddlehorn, right on the east side of Sarah

9 the best we can. 9 | understand the presentations mention that he

10 But we've been -- we have lots of friends in this 10 doesn't see any problem Is there standing water anywhere?

11 neighborhood, and that's why we chose to nove here, and 11 Is there an area where -- it seens |ike you said | know you

12 they've all kind of saidit, that they've all dealt withit. 12 just drove by, but if anyone el se would be one of the first

13 | know sore of the people that are concerned, just 13 todoit

14 giving that advice of adjusting your sprinklers, having the 14 ENG NEER PAUL FCRTON  Geat question. So we were

15 kids play inthe front yard after a wet rain. But that's 15 out there in Mrch, and then again yesterday. | was not out

16 just theway it isinthis area, and |'mreal |y against any 16 there yesterday, | know Noah was out there yesterday from our

17 kind of big project that's going to inpact the whole 17 office

18  nei ghborhood, when we're all kind of adjusting and naking 18 But when | was out there in March, there vere

19  those adj ustnents. 19 pockets of, | would say puddles. | wouldn't say pond, that's

20 | know sore peopl e have, again, changed their 20 way too big. But there were definitely saturated zones that

21 landscaping, or added nore drainage tiles, but we've all -- 21 were so saturated -- the cattails fromthose photos, that had

22 it's one project to help a fewpeople, is going to nake a 22 some standing water init, but nothing on a large scale

23 huge financial burden on everyone. But we're all dealing 23 Everything was nostly subsurface and saturated as you wal ked

24 vithit because it's a clay-hased issue. 24 onit

25 |"'mnot an engineer, that's not ny expertise. But 25 And I"'mtrying to think just off of memory, there
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1 mght have been sone standing water in the ditch at the far 1 The real question is right across the street, we

2 north, but not much. That seened to be getting into the pipe 2 just sawin the last year twenty some houses get put in over

3 and going away. So limted at nost. 3 there. If you vent in ny backyard, you'd see ny backyard is

4 MR MATT HLLINRAKE | guess ny concernis if 4 aqgood six, eight, ten feet belowthe road level. And | see

5 everybody just has a danp yard after raining -- if the system 5 all these houses going in over there, and I'mjust wondering

6 isn't working, then maybe it's sonething to look at. But if 6 howwell that drainage is being done, whichisn't on either

7 it'sjust adanp yard after arain, and we live on clay, then 7 one of these, because, in all honesty, last year, from

8 | don't knowthat it's a drainage issue. 8 Septenber all the way through till probably March of this

9 And | understand that you're going to deternine if 9 year, | had totell ny grand-kids you couldn't play in the

10 that needs to be engineered to find out if it is. | guess 10 backyard it was so muddy and so bad

11 I"'mwith Sarah, and you'|l hear the sane thing, and we heard 11 Again, obviously clay, etcetera, | understand all

12 alot inthe first oneis that people have just always dealt 12 those kind of things. |'mjust curious about those two

13 wvithit. And there are people that have done naintenance 13 things

14 wvith their own yard with their downspouts and sprinkling, and 14 I's that drain sonething that could just get dug out

15 fixed their own problens. Soto put that cost on everybody 15 alittle better, or cleaned out a little better or whatever

16 else, |'magainst it. 16 to work better; and howin the heck is it that all those

17 BOARD GHA R RICH VANDER KLAK  Ckay.  Next 17 houses getting put in-- and | knowthere is probably anot her

18  gentleman? 18  twenty houses getting put it right there across the street,

19 M TCOD CAST(R So | just noved in a year or so 19 along there, howwell is that getting drained? Because

20 ago. | live at 4323 Saddl ehorn there. V¢'re the first -- 20 that's all up higher than our houses down on Saddl ehorn

21 BOARD CHAIR R (H VANDER KLCK: Your nane, agai n, 21 ENG NEER PALL FCRTON  Board, would you like ne to

22 sir? 22 address sone of those questions?

23 M TCD CAST(R  Todd Castor. Sorry. 23 BOARD CHAIR R (H VANDER KLCK:  Yes.

24 BOARD CHAIR R CH VANDER KLCK:  Thank you. 24 ENG NEER PALL FCRTON  So the first question, yes,

25 M TCDD CAST(R W're the first house right next 25 if we have established route and course fromthe plat, if
Page 31 Page 33

1 to22nd, right there. 1 that's something that needs to be cleaned out or naintained,

2 And so first of all | would say that 1'magainst 2 that is sonething you would have jurisdiction over.

3 doing the major project. | would agree with what's al ready 3 Vié woul d probably need to dive into the easements

4 been said, etcetera. 4 just to nake sure everything is, 1'll put the lawer hat on

5 | knowthat that drain -- | actually have nore 5 e vant to make sure you have the right to do that

6 questions. That drain right behind our house there, thereis 6 But judging fromwhat we're seeing here, that is an

7 not actually a drain. It's just dug, right? | neanthereis 7 option

8 not -- there is nothing under the ground? 8 M TCDD CAST(R It's all on the land that the

9 ENG NEER PAUL FCRTON  Honestly, |'mnot sure of 9 electric lines go through.

10 the answer to that. Mny tinme when we -- when the devel opers 10 ENG NEER PAUL FCRTON  Now in saying that, the

11 do a 433 Agreenent, sonetimes they' |l establish centerline 11 platted easement is likely all on your side of the line

12 andit wll be just swailed for open ditch or open drain 12 Now whether it's actual |y constructed there or not

13 drainage. 13 we don't know because we're -- we weren't there when they

14 M TAD CASTR |'mpretty sureit is. 14 developed it. But in general there should be the ability to

15 ENG NEER PAUL FCRTON | would not be surprised if 15 grade sone of this.

16 it was setup. It might just be -- many tines the drain 16 | do see a swmming pool here, and depending on the

17 commissioners, | don't know about at that time, but certainly 17 landscapi ng that was done, that's sonething we woul d need to

18 now we dorequire rear lot drainage. And that's why alot 18 look at, but there are options for that.

19 of times you see these long, skinny lots or what not across 19 Now regarding the devel opnent on the other side, |

20 that to ensure drainage. 20 didnot -- it"s not ny developnent, | didn't designit. |

21 M TAD CAST(R  So ny questionis twofold. | 21 didn't even do the site plan reviewon that one.

22 know that last summer sonebody cane out and done sone di gging 22 But | do know fromlooking at some of that

23 theretocleanit out alittle better, | don't knowall the 23 elevation data, the LiDAR data, it seems to me the front

24 details on that. Somebody in the roommght know nore than | 24 quarter to athird of that neighborhood would drain to the

25 know on that one. 25 northeast corner and then go north through Bridl ewood. The

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video

(800) 878-8750 -

M chigan Firm No. 8029

30 to 33





Page 34

Page 36

1 back two-thirds to three-quarters of that, there is a natural 1 | cannot address the nain space. So those that are
2 ravine that comes in behind Brid ewood that nost |ikely 2 here that are in the main space, | know you guys are very wet
3 serves as the outlet for that. 3 over there, and | cannot address that
4 Again, | don't know | haven't |ooked at the 4 But | can address that no matter where we are in
5 design, but thereis really only two ways to take that water. 5 that space, if we're off the hill, we're always going to have
6 Mst of it islikely going east, some of it may be going 6 drainage down there. So we put sonething in, but we still
7 west. 7 have sone drai nage
8 Now | say that, you know you never know how a 8 But you wanted to know about flooding, we did have
9 devel oper had that designed. Many times it's to one pond and 9 some flooding. V¢ have a backup sunp punp now so that we
10 then released slowy. So | could be wong in that 10  can avoi d sone of that
11 assunption, but that's howthe lay of the land is today. 1 But | would not be in favor of putting it on
12 This corner goes north, and then the back part goes 12 everyone in the neighborhood to fix this. | dothinkit isa
13 northeast. 13 clay issue |ike nany people have said. But | think some
14 M TOD CAST(R o, yeah, just alittle concerned 14 maintenance around that area coul d be | ooked at to maybe
15 because of all the drainage across the street, and the fact 15 possibly I ook at why some of it is backing up
16 that we're all lower than they are over there. 16 Because when we do get rain, we probably will have
17 So thank you. 17 rainin the backyard for -- | nean if we get a good two
18 BOARD CHAIR R (H VANDER KLCK:  Ckay, thanks. 18 three, four-hour rain, it will be two for two days.
19 End of the row? Anyone else in that row? 19 BOARD CHAIR R (H VANDER KLCK: Ckay, thank you.
20 @ ahead, sure. 20 Next row?
21 M5 DEE JAKLINSKI: Dee Jaklinski, 4331 Saddl ehorn. 21 M STEVE VANDYKE H, thank you for doing this.
22 |'mthe second house fromthe corner. 22 M nane is Seve VanDyke, and | live at 4452 Saddl ehorn,
23 M question is the drainage ditch, yep, on the 23 whichisinthecircle. I'Il et you point out where that
24 south side, the water used to flowreally well. Inthe last 24 s
25 fewyears when ve get a lot of rain, | will get 12to 14 25 ENG NEER PALL FCRTON  Right here.

Page 35 Page 37
1 inches of water sitting in that drainage ditch in the back of 1 MR STEVE VAN DYKE  Yes.
2 theyard. | don't knowwhy it isn't going away, but | need 2 ENG NEER PALL FCRTQN | think we spoke on the
3 you guys to walk out, check the angle onit, do whatever it 3 phone, right here in the corner.
4 s you do and find out. 4 And that catch basin there is a photo of, just for
5 | don't knowif it needs servicing, cleaning, 5 clarity, was right here in the corner. And there is a storm
6 mowng, whatever, but sonething needs to be done. It mght 6 sewer that proceeds al ong those rear lot lines right now and
7 helpne andit mght help Todd. 7 it terminates at a catch basin there at the top, just to get
8 BOARD CHAR R CH VANDER KLCK:  (kay. Good.  Thank 8 everybody up to speed.
9 you. 9 M STEVE VANDYKE So | have a few comments.
10 MR JON BUSHEN  Jon Bushen, 4338 Saddl ehorn. The 10 (e of themis on the circle, only those two or
11 other side of the street of those houses, the third house in 11 three houses that are there can actually drain into the
12 the back of the hill there. 12 drains. Thereisn't adrainfor the circle for the other
13 V¢'ve lived there for eight years. V¢'ve had sone 13 houses on the circle to draininto.
14 flooding in the backyard. Ve did put our own personal kind 14 And so, as was shown, there is that |ower north
15 of draintileinthere to actually relieve sone of that, but 15 corner that is all cattails, that is actually alittle | over
16 we still had flooding when the power went out. That gave us 16 behind -- yep. Nope. Mot that one, it's actually that one
17 about an inch of water in our basement through our back 17 right there. That whole area fills with water
18 slider, fromthe hill. But we also knowthere is a hill 18 (O the association land direct!y behind ny house,
19 there that drains straight down. 19 thereis -- the association 16 or 17 years ago put a French
20 Qur neighbor alsoto the right of us also put ina 20 draininthat sitsright ontop of the county drain. And
21 separate punp last year to do her own maintenance to try to 21 that's nowthe tile for that that has surfaced, and thereis
22 cleanit out. 22 nice that have opened holes in that. That's starting to
23 V¢ do still have wet backyards, but | do believe 23 fail
24 it's because of the clay, | think sone of the naintenance 24 And so after -- it used to be before they put in
25 that could be done. 25 that French drain, whichis not really part of the county
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1 drain, but drains over toit, it's one of those tiles that 1 pay something if we, you know look at this. | don't know

2 goes over into that, you know octopus of -- with the holes. 2 howall that works, but | do think that's an issue that needs

3 It used to be that that area would flood for several weeks 3 to be addressed to be correct.

4 and just have standing water for several weeks before the 4 Sone of the standing water that's behind ny

5 association put that French drain in. 5 property, and the property behind ne, | get concerned wth

6 And that's starting to fail, and | feel that that 6 nosquitoes. V¥'ve got equestrian encephalitis nowthat's

7 s anissue for the county to look at because there is all 7 conming to the area with nosquitoes, that's going to be a

8 that water that the homeowners in that circle put in, it all 8 greater issue that can affect the whol e nei ghborhood with the

9 triesto flowover tothis -- tothis south corner. Andit 9 kids and what not. So | get concerned about that.

10 can't mke it. The elevation and grade just doesn't support 10 The house directly to the south of ne, or to the

11 that water noving. 11 north of ne, has flooded at |east once.

12 And so | have a picture that | took, sorry, 12 | have two sunp punps on ny property, and they're

13 avwhile -- just this spring. And so, | don't know is it okay 13 both running all the tine, whether it's wet, dry, whatever.

14 if | walk up? 14 | have one on each corner of the hone.

15 BOARD CHAR R CH VANDER KLCK  Sure. 15 Rck's home before he owned it, that flooded. The

16 M STEVE VANDYKE So this is where the drainis 16 water came up, their sunp punp coul dn't keep up and the water

17 over here. And this theis the play set that's actually on 17 cane up through the sunp punp.

18 the association property (inaudible), and that's actually a 18 The hone directly to the south of ne has flooded.

19 different one | was going to show Sorry about that. 19 Sane issue, the water just came up through the sunp punp, it

20 And so this water is starting to stand now and j ust 20 couldn't keep up.

21 sits there. Infact, thereis, inthis area, all these 21 And so, yeah. You're looking to find out if and

22 houses along this area, they all have their downspouts going 22 howthe water has flooded. And so, let me just look at ny

23 into that open area, and it just has no way to flow because 23 notes.

24 there is no way for themto connect too. So it just flows, 24 So | think that's what | would like to say is, you

25 it doesn't flowappropriately, and it just sits. 25 know to have that center area reviewed and addressed, |
Page 39 Page 41

1 And then, so that |'mon the recording, then there 1 think, would create equity within the county drainage system

2 is another -- thereis another video that | wll show So 2 sothat, you know we've got people that you tal ked about on

3 thisis that same area, as it sits. Andit just -- 3 Saddl ehorn going up towards 22nd, they don't seemto have a

4 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  The water is running. 4 concern. But they all have a place where they can put their

5 MR STEVE VAN DYKE The water is running and there 5 drainage. But the people in the center area, they've got

6 isatile andyou can see one of those tilesis thetile 6 nowhere that they can put their drainage.

7 that kind of goes through. That French drain that goes over 7 Now one thing that the association has | ooked at is

8 tothat play set area, it's just like exposed and it's just 8 whether they want to try and replace that French drain, and

9 like-- it just can't keep up. 9 that's not going to happen. They said, just let it go back

10 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  Umhum 10 to being a problemuntil the township -- or until the county

1 M STEVE VANDYKE And it's failing. 11 looks at it is kind of where they are.

12 | don't knowif you want to see more of that or 12 They are looking at doing sone grading to try to

13 not. 13 get the grading in that north corner. But even that, | think

14 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  That' s okay. 14 they're just like cherry picking at small things.

15 M STEVE VANDYKE So yeah, | look at that, and 15 I'd much prefer to see that center area, to see

16 | -- thereis that whole center area. And that center area, 16 equity within the systemto see that everybody -- everybody

17 nobody has any ability to connect to that county drain. It 17 onthe east side, they've all got their downspouts going down

18 goes into that circle, that circle is wobbly. | think that's 18 totile, andit's all dunping as far as they can, but back

19  where you said it pops up higher. 19 intothat open area, and it has nowhere to go but to sit and

20 The drainage conm Ssion cane in seven years ago, 20 settle and saturate the whol e area.

21 they dug a ditch on the north side. And they just -- they 21 S | think that's everything that | wanted to say.

22 stuck the dirt over in the center and just kind of piledit 22 1'll go ahead and sit down and take a | ook at ny notes, but

23 and just spread it alittle, created this convex area, and 23 if | do see sonething | missed, I'dlike tojust cone back

24 the flowis just terrible in there. 24 up.

25 So | dothink -- and I'msorry if everybody has to 25 BOARD CHAIR R CH VANDER KLCK:  |f someone el se
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1 wvants to speak. 1 approve a project wthout a cost, wthout know ng an

2 MR STEVE VAN DYKE:  Sure, thank you. 2 approxinate cost? | mean it sounded like fromwhat this

3 BOARD CHAIR R CH VANDER KLCK:  Anyone el se in the 3 gentlenan said, we're all the way to the bottomof the Iist

4 front row? M'am? No? 4 hefore there is even any indication of what it's going to

5 Ckay, then back in the back? Yes, you, sir. 5 cost.

6 M RXKXOOMN Sonynaneis Rck Covan. | live 6 | don't do business like that, and | don't think

7 at 4464 Saddlehorn. So | actually live directly north of the 7 it's fair for anybody el se to have an assessnent put on them

8 house where M. VanDyke that just spoke. 8 or the project started, if that's the case, without know ng

9 ['ve been there since 2012. And when | first noved 9 the cost.

10 in| did have sone water -- | would say not standing, nore 10 | think that's very unfair, and | think that's an

11 like puddies, but it was clay and in Janestown you get clay 11 unfair business practice, that there should not be just a

12 and you get issues like that. 12 blank check.

13 | didinvest several thousand dollars in the |ast 13 BOARD CHAR R CH VANDER KLCK: (kay, thank you.

14 couple years to put inny oan drain tile and downspouts and 14 I's there any comment to that?

15 it connects to the sewer lines. | haven't had any flooding 15 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARRQ  Really it's sonething we

16 inthe tenyears I've lived there. And it seens |ike the 16 talked about before. Thisis state lam V¢'re seeing

17 draintile I've installed has seened to address ny issues. 17 whether there is a problem And thenit's up to the drain

18 And 1"mactual |y against any sort of overall 18 commissioner to see if there is the necessity of anissue to

19  nei ghborhood assessnent that has to be done. Because while | 19 e corrected for himto cone up to a solution. And he

20 understand the frustration of sone of the areas, | don't know 20 doesn't do that now because if he did, all of those costs

21 howputting in some newdrain tileis actually going to have 21 woul d be assessed on you, all the engineering and everything

22 aninpact onthe clay that we all livein. 22 else before there was even a determnation of a probl em

23 So, thank you. 23 S0 | understand your frustration. It is unusual.

24 BOARD CHAIR R CH VANDER KLCK:  Thank you. 24 But there are a lot of assessnents that kind of go that

25 The lady -- I'msorry, there was another. Sorry. 25 direction. If you were having a road paved, they don't give
Page 43 Page 45

1 MS. PATTI SEMUS M nane is Patti Selvius and | 1 youafinal cost. They can give you a better estinate there

2 live at 4486 Saddl ehorn Drive. 2 because it's easier --

3 M hushand and |, we are just in favor of just 3 M5 DCRS FELTON But I'mnot hearing any kind of

4 maybe if sone nore maintenance can be looked at. \'re not 4 estinate.

5 really in favor of a huge assessnent on everyone. 5 BOARD MEVBER BILL CARQ  It's not the purpose of

6 V¢ have the sane thing, we've lived in our house 6 this hearing. So you're right about that.

7 for 16 years, and we've alvays dealt wth the saturated |awn. 7 Ms. DORS FELTON  Ckay, thank you.

8 V¢ have done sone of our own work intilinginto 8 BOARD CHAIR R (H VANDER KLCK:  Yes, sir.

9 the drainage tiles. But just if naybe the, someone coul d 9 M DINSNDER M nane is Don Snider. |'mat

10 come and | ook with naybe some maintenance and just |ook at 10 4347 Saddiehorn. I'mjust to the west of that pool that was

11 that and not the whol e huge assessnent on everyone. 11 referenced earlier. And -- yeah.

12 BOARD CHA R R CH VANDER KLCK (kay.  Thank you. 12 Last year, the conmission came out, the drain

13 Yes, ma' an? 13 commission cane out and dredged behind ny house and al so

14 M5 DCRS FELTON  Hello, ny name is Doris Felton 14 behind the pool. And for sone reason, we weren't notified by

15 and | live at 4450 Sable Drive. 15 the drain commission in advance that this was going to take

16 M problemwith this whole thingis | don't goin 16 place, which | thought was unprof essional .

17 and buy a new car without knowng the price. And you keep 17 And furthernore, they just dredged that --

18 talking about the project and the cost and whatever, and it 18  between -- behind our two houses, and it just created a pond.

19 sounds |ike we're not going to know the cost until it's 19 Sothat the water was getting hung up just to the west side

20 already a done deal . 20 of ny property. Therefore, it just created a pond and

21 And | don't feel that's fair on anybody. |'m 21 encouraged the cattails to growfaster.

22 not -- ny land is vet, as that was the first thing we noticed 22 And | called Qhris at the commssion and asked him

23 when we even cane and | ooked at the house. |'ve only been 23 why they decided to just dredge behind our two houses, and

24 there like eight nonths. 24 not go all the way down, all the way down to the drainin the

25 But ny question for the whol e thing is how can you 25 southwest corner. Yes. And | never got an answer.
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1 And | called himback, and | asked what the price 1 through that part of the system

2 wes to have those -- those two properties -- or two -- the 2 I's that the core of the question?

3 drains behind those two properties dredged and not go all the 3 M MATT HOLLINRAKE  Yeah, pretty much

4 way down. And, again, | never got an answer as to why they 4 ENG NEER PAUL FCRTON  Perfect. The answer to that

5 just did those two properties. 5 s because it all flows through one concentrated point, and

6 So, anyway, | woul d reconmend, if you do decide to 6 it'sall the sanme watershed. There isn't a distinction nade

7 do sonething with that ditch, that you do the whole ditch all 7 for that

8 the way down. 8 Now that being said, we do assessment rolls all the

9 |"ve come to the conclusion that water in our area 9 time, and | amnot going to pronise anything fromM. Bush

10 is afact of life and there is not a whole |ot you can do 10 but the possibility exists where if work vere done only on

11 withit. | tried to weed whack the ditches half a dozen 11 your branch or another branch, the factors could be weighted

12 times a year. Last year | couldn't do that because it was 12 such that that branch either pays more, or all of the cost

13 filled with water alnost the entire year. And the water 13 associated with that work. |'mnot promsing that, I'mjust

14 could not escape due to the dredging. 14 saying it is taken into account occasionally

15 | mopposed to having everybody pay for this 15 V¢ al so have situations where naybe work is done in

16 project, a myjor project. But if you decide to go forward 16 an upstreamportion of the watershed and none of it is done

17 with amgjor project, | would like to see the whole entire 17 in the lovwer portion, those folks in that upper watershed

18 ditch dredged. And if that nakes sense, that's it. 18 night pay nore or all of the costs as well, if that's makes

19 | thank you for your tine. 19  sense

20 BOARD CHAIR R CH VANDER KLCK:  Thank you. 20 Vé call that a proxinmty factor, where are you in

21 Inthe front row right here, comment? 21 proxinity to the work that was conpleted. Does your parcel

22 Conment ? 22 utilize that inprovement or not. So that can be applied to

23 I's there anyone who has not had a chance to make 23 the assessnent rol| when we do that

24 public coment ? 24 And | didn't talk alot about assessnent rolls

25 M MATT HLLINRAKE Can | ask a fol | owup? 25 earlier, | kind of flewover that. But in general it's based
Page 47 Page 49

1 BOARD CHAIR R CH VANDER KLCK:  If you cone forvard 1 on acres, how nany acres you contribute, but also your |and

2 and give us your name and address again. 2 use. V¢ mght have a little drainage, for exanple, that

3 MR MATT HOLLINRAKE  Matt Hol linrake, 4362 3 cones fromthe south. | don't know for sure, 1'd have to

4 Saddl ehorn. 4 ook at the LiDAR but open space woul d probably be charged

5 The south section of Saddl ehorn, the east-west 5 less per acre than devel oped space

6 section, on either side of those, those drain directly tothe 6 Wien we get into larger watersheds, commercial

7 southwest, correct? 7 tends to pay more than residential, pays more than ag, and

8 ENG NEER PAUL FCRTON  Wereabouts are you now? 8 nore than like parks and such.

9 M MATT HLLINRAKE n the north side, so this 9 S0, no, good question. It really does get tough,

10 drain goes in here, right? 10 guys, because the cost needs to be recuperated. You are all

1 ENG NEER PALL FCRTON  Yes. 11 one entity.

12 MR MATT HOLLINRAKE  And this goes here. 12 Sonebody explained it this way, you're al ina

13 ENG NEER PAUL FCRTON ~ Yes. 13 boat, and if there is a hole in the boat anywhere, it's going

14 M MTT HLLINRKE So that's correct? 14 tosink. And obviously if the boat sinks, that draws

15 ENG NEER PAUL FCRTON  Yes. 15 property values down. And there is argunents that can be

16 MR MATT HOLLINRAKE  Wien you tal ked about derived 16 nade to both sides

17 benefit, | get that if the rain that falls on ny property 17 And | totally understand your point if an

18 doesn't affect the people in the center, why are we part of 18 inproverment is nade to a part of the systemthat your

19 that drain easenent? Does that make sense? 19 property doesn't drain through, it does get very challenging

20 ENG NEER PALL FCRTON  Qeat question. And we get 20 to set up those assessment rolls inafair way. Does that

21 this alot, especially when there is alot of branches. 21 nake sense?

22 So just to make sure I'mon the sane page, if your 22 M MATT HLLINRAKE | feel like using your

23 water cones through this branch of the systemto the pond, 23 analogy, there is two different boats here, and their boat

24 and yet others come here, why woul d you be on the hook for 24 hasaholeinit.

25 any inprovenents done here, because your water doesn't flow 25 ENG NEER PALL FCRTON  And that's the chal | enge,
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1 because this drainage district, thisis alegal entity. So 1 debate. V¢ have the information that we need at this time
2 the Bridlewood South Drainis its oan legal entity, and, you 2 BOARD AR R CH VANDER KLCK: So i's that
3 know the costs that are bornto that have to be paid by it. 3 supported?
4 But, no, we understand your point. |'mnot trying 4 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  I'11 support
5 to argue against you for sure, because we understand where 5 BOARD CHAIR R CH VANDER KLCK:  Moved and support ed
6 you're coning from 6 to close debate
7 BOARD CHAIR R CH VANDER KLCK:  Thank you. | will 7 Al those in favor, say aye.
8 nove the public portion be -- 8 (Al replied, "Aye.")
9 M JEBUSH M. Chair, can | have one? 9 BOARD CHAR R CH VANDER KLOK  Then ve have sone
10 So | just want to make a statenent fromthe 10  correspondence that we've received. So I'mgoing to ask the
11 gentleman before the last speaker with Chris. |'mnot sure 11 secretary to --
12 why we didn't clean out the whol e area behind you, | can't 12 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER ' ve gone through the
13 answer that today. But we're going to nake sure we get back 13 correspondence that we've received. | nean there is eight of
14 wvith you and Chris will be figuring that out. 14 them | canread themall, but |'ve read pretty much all of
15 The only thing | can think of isinthat area, |'m 15 them and they're all negative based on the fact that it
16 not a hundred percent sure by looking at it today, we mght 16 looks like the petition was sent out, the petition read in
17 not have all the easenents behind al| those property owners. 17 such a way that all the costs of this would be taken by the
18 This was platted in 2002, | believe, so they didn't always 18 county; and if that wasn't the case, that there would be an
19 get the easenents in 2002, so | have to get themtoday -- not 19 assessment onit. |'d be happy to read them
20 today, but in today's world, in 2022. 20 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARRQ  If we can just put them
21 So Chris nmight have only had easenents -- and | 21 intherecord | don't think we have to read through them
22 think that's Consumers Power as well, and that nay even be 22 al.
23 your green space by looking at the property line. 23 Thank you
24 So I'mnot sure what happened there, but | just 24 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  Pretty much al |
25 want to nake sure that -- when we do notice for drain 25 negative
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1 mintenance, we're required by lawto give two notices. So 1 BOARD MEVBER BILL CARQ  Thank you
2 wetypically mail out those notices not once, but twice, to 2 BOARD AR R (H VANDER KLCK: Ckay.  Then, Board,
3 property owners to let themknow we're going to be somewhat 3 any coments that you would |ike to make?
4 trespassing. That's what the easenent is for, but we want to 4 BOARD MEVBER BILL CARXQ  There appears, you know,
5 let people knowwe're going to be there. 5 thisis kind of on the border between naintenance and having
6 So ny apol ogies fromny departnent if we didn't do 6 togoslightly beyond naintenance.
7 agood job of that. 7 Soif aproject is approved, if we say thereis
8 Now that being said, Chris mght have just had a 8 necessity, | think one of the things we can say is thisis
9 couple property owner's pernission, because we don't have 9 ot going to be a very expensive project.
10 easerents, and that's howthat mght have happened. But | 10 M concern i s between the open area in betveen the
11 can't speak on that wthout digging into nore detail. 11 homes, and the very south line, is that the naintenance that
12 But | want a clarification that that happens in 12 would have to occur there, or the inprovenents that woul d
13 these 2002 plats that were devel oped, there is no easenent to 13 have to occur there, are such that woul d be greater than what
14 go all the way to the end. 14 the maintenance would allowto be conpl eted
15 | would love that in today's world, but we don't 15 The maintenance on this, we have 1.6 nles, or two
16 have that in all these ol der devel opnents, but we'll |ook 16 nles, islinted to 6 to $10,000. And so that's where ny
17 intothat. | just wanted to clarify. 17 concernisis that there is anissue there. It's not a nmgjor
18 BOARD CHAIR R CH VANDER KLCK:  Thank you. 18 issue, but there is anissue there that has to be resol ved
19 UNKNOM SPEAKER May | speak? 19 and | don't think they can do it for between six and ten
20 BOARD CHA R RICH VANDER KLOK  Then |'I1 nove that 20 thousand dol | ar.
21 the public comment portion be closed. 21 So there is a need in ny opinion, a necessity to
22 UNKNOMN SPEAKER  Just one -- 22 have a project, but againit's going to be a very mnor
23 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARRQ  Everybody has had a 23 project. And | think it's sonething that can be easily
24 chance to speak, and it was over three mnutes. So ve've 24 resol ved
25 heen very generous on that. And we're not going to get a 25 But even on the south drain, you're going to have
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1 togoafair anount of distance just to clear it out to make 1 | did a neasurement fromhere, let ne get on this
2 surethat it's draining properly. 2 side so you can see, fromthis |ocation here to approxinately
3 And it sounds |ike there is nowwater collecting on 3 the corner there where you get into the basin, it's about 250
4 that that there hasn't been for years. And again, the 4 yards. That's fineif you hunt and fish and shoot, 250 yards
5 nmaintenance nonies al one won't be enough to cover that. 5 nakes sense. But we bid everything out per |inear foot
6 BOARD CHAR R CH VANDER KLCK (kay. 6 So you're looking at 750 feet of open drain. If
7 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER | guess | got a 7 you were to take 750 feet, even at five dollars a foot,
8 question for Joe. 8 you're under five grand
9 Joe, if -- okay, if youdid a study of this area 9 Anl doing ny math right on that one? Yeah. So
10 and did sone work, engineering work onit, and you found that 10 3500, 4000 bucks, to clean that out
11 todoit properly, it's going to be a huge project, is there 1 Now agai n, that's nmaybe a | ow price because ve are
12 anout for it to not be done if the people don't want it 12 in backyards and grass and yard restoration takes a little
13 done? 13 bit more. But ny best guess, just looking at it right off
14 VATER RESOURCES OOM JCE BUSH  Yes, there is. 14 the cuff here, | think you're going to be under that ten
15 And | always do a cost analysis with every project, because | 15 grand figure
16 usually try to nake the engineer cone up with three 16 And being an engineer that deals with water,
17 alternative solutions; cheap, md range, and then the 17 everything relies on grade. And we're seeing a fairly
18 Cadillac. | don't always pick the Cadillac, but you like to 18 significant anount of contours. Wen you start to see these
19 have those options so everybody doesn't say, you didn't | ook 19 contour lines really close together, we do have sone
20 into those options. So | always look at three. 20 options
21 And we always do a cost analysis with the engineer 21 It looks like they're starting to space out here
22 and the township, and howmich is it going to cost residents. 22 and get fairly flat, which is why you' re seeing sone of those
23 Ve liveindifferent times, |'mvery cautious of the cost of 23 areas, if you dig and naybe even over-dig a little bit,
24 projects and peopl €'s incone. So |'mvery cautious of that. 24 they'll pond and hol d water. But we can certainly take a
25 That being said, there is a couple ways, wth 25 look at that shoot grade and then try to set a steady
Page 55 Page 57

1 mintenance, that's per year. So maybe one year you woul d 1 elevation all the way through
2 tackle one of the issues and another year tackle another one. 2 Wat |'mpleasant!y surprised to see i s those
3 S0 you could maybe do that, wap this up in a couple years of 3 contours do seemto be on the correct parcel, whichis huge
4 mai ntenance. 4 They're not breaking onto Gonsuners
5 ['mnot saying we would, |'mjust saying the 5 But again, thisis @Sdata, it's not locked in
6 alternatives because of the costs. That's why we're here. 6 perfect. But | dothink that there are options there that
7 V¢ got a petition because it's nore than the maintenance, 7 can address that issue for under 10 grand
8 potentially. That's why we have a hearing. 8 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARRQ  So the two-year option
9 S to have an out? Yes. Is there other 9 then you could take a | ook at spending 10 thousand, and then
10 alternatives? Possibly. There could be a resol ution too, 10 the second area the fol | owing year?
11 fromthe township, if the cost is alittle nore than 1 ENG NEER PAUL FCRTON  Qorrect.  And many tines
12 maintenance, you can always -- | can get a resolution from 12 when ve do projects like that, we mght do one in the fal
13 the township if that Board would pass that at that tine. 13 and another one in the spring. And the fiscal year, the
14 But that could be another option, but I'mjust 14 cutoff for that is January 1st, if I"'mnot nistaken
15 going tothrowit out there and mention it for the record. 15 Rght. Rght. Soas we spend that 10 grand, it's
16 But | do a cost analysis. 16 10 grand per calendar year. It doesn't matter where you
17 If you saidanlliondollars, |'d say no vay. 17 slide that.
18 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARRQ To give anidea, if 18 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARRQ  Ckay, that hel ps.
19 you're taking a look at sinply cleaning out that drain on the 19 BOARD GHA R R CH VANDER KLOK: That' s hel pf ul
20 south side, and you're probably talking there it |ooks maybe 20 M personal opinionis | like the idea of the
21 less than a thousand yards, would that be -- in fact probably 21 maintenance piece for it, and saying that, | personally, |
22 less than 600 yards, would you be able to do that within your 22 would nake a notion that this petitionis not necessary and
23 mintenance budget ? 23 conducive to public health, convenience or welfare. And that
24 ENG NEER PALL FCRTON  So to answer that, | was 24 the petition be di smssed.
25 just running in @S the app. 25 That's ny notion, if someone supports it

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video

(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029 54 to 57





Page 58

Page 60

1 BOARD MEVBER BILL CARD I | | SUppOft that. 1 CERTI FI CATI ON OF COURT REPORTER AND NOTARY PUBLI C
2 BOWD CHA R RICH VANDRR KLOC  Mtion s made and z —
3 supported that it's not necessary. 4 STATE OF MCH GV )
4 Al those in favor, say aye. 5 ) ss
5 (Al replied, "Aye.") 6 COUNTY OF OTTAMWA )
6 BOARD CHA R RICH VANDER KLXK: And then that's 7
7 carried. 8 | certify that this transcript, consisting of 60
8 JOG, do you vant to say anyt hi ng about appeal? 9 pages, is a conplete, true, and correct record of the tape
9 VWTER RESOLRCES COW JCE BUSH  Yeah. If anybody 10 transcription of the Bridl .ew.ood South Drain, held on July 6,

11 2022, to the best of ny ability.
10 wanted to appeal their decision today, you can do that 1
11 through circuit court. You have ten days fromtoday if 13
12 somebody wanted to appeal their decision today, again through 14 DATE: July 15, 2022
13 circuit court, not through ny departnent. But thereis a 15
14 process for that. 18
15 And | do appreciate everybody being patient

. ) 17 MARJORIE A COVEY, RPR

16 BOARD AR R CH VANDER KLXK | think Bill has -- M chi gan Li cense CSR 2616
17 BOAD MBER BILL CARGD The Only comment | voul d 18 Washi ngton License 20109173
18 make is that this decisionis -- is predicated on the fact Oregon License 20-0468
19 that we think that the county is going to take a | ook at 19 Ilinois License 084-004911
20 using mai ntenance projects up there over the next two to 20
21 three years to resol ve the issues, especially in the center Notary Public Expires: October 14, 2027, Qttawa
2 section. 21 County, Mchigan/Acting in the State of M chigan

22
23 WATER RESORCES COMM JCE BUSH  That's correct. 23
24 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARXQ It may be slightly nore 24
25 difficult, but | still think it can be resol ved. 25

Page 59

1 VATER RESOURCES OOW JCE BUSH  That is correct,
2 that was your decision
3 And again, | just want to say thanks for spending
4 time with us this afternoon, and your patience, and |earning
5 listening. Thank you
6 BOARD CHAIR R CH VANDER KLCK:  Thank you. |
7 declare the meeting i s adj ourned
8 (Board of Determnation - Bridlewood South Drain -
9 adj our ned. )
10
1
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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		petitions (1)

		phases (1)

		phone (1)

		photo (11)

		photographs (1)

		photos (5)

		pick (2)

		picking (1)

		picture (4)

		pictures (1)

		piece (1)

		piled (1)

		pipe (10)

		pipes (4)

		place (3)

		plan (2)

		plants (1)

		plat (1)

		plats (1)

		platted (2)

		play (6)

		pleasantly (1)

		plug (1)

		plugged (2)

		pocket (1)

		pockets (2)

		podium (2)

		point (6)



		Index: pointer..resolved

		pointer (1)

		pond (8)

		ponded (1)

		pool (3)

		pops (1)

		portion (6)

		positive (1)

		possibility (1)

		possibly (2)

		potentially (1)

		power (2)

		practice (1)

		predicated (1)

		prefer (1)

		preliminary (1)

		present (1)

		presentation (4)

		presentations (1)

		pretty (8)

		previous (6)

		price (3)

		primarily (4)

		primary (3)

		prior (1)

		private (8)

		problem (8)

		problems (2)

		procedural (1)

		PROCEEDINGS (1)

		proceeds (1)

		process (5)

		products (1)

		project (26)

		projects (4)

		promise (1)

		promising (1)

		properly (4)

		properties (4)

		property (20)

		propped (1)

		provide (1)

		proximity (2)

		public (18)

		puddles (2)

		pump (7)

		pumps (1)

		purchase (1)

		pure (1)

		purely (1)

		purpose (3)

		put (20)

		putting (2)

		quarter (1)

		question (12)

		questions (10)

		quickly (1)

		rain (11)

		rained (1)

		raining (1)

		rains (3)

		raise (1)

		range (1)

		Rapids (1)

		ravine (1)

		read (5)

		real (1)

		realize (1)

		rear (4)

		reason (3)

		receive (1)

		received (6)

		receiving (1)

		recommend (2)

		record (2)

		recorded (2)

		recording (1)

		recuperated (1)

		red (1)

		referenced (1)

		referring (1)

		refers (1)

		reinstalled (1)

		related (1)

		release (1)

		released (2)

		relies (1)

		relieve (1)

		rely (1)

		removed (1)

		removing (1)

		replace (1)

		replied (6)

		report (2)

		reporter (2)

		reports (1)

		require (1)

		required (2)

		requires (1)

		research (2)

		residential (2)

		residents (3)

		resolution (3)

		resolve (1)

		resolved (3)



		Index: Resources..specifically

		Resources (8)

		restoration (1)

		review (10)

		reviewed (1)

		Rich (44)

		Rick (2)

		Rick's (1)

		riding (1)

		rim (2)

		rise (1)

		road (8)

		roads (1)

		rocks (1)

		role (3)

		roll (1)

		rolls (3)

		room (2)

		roots (1)

		rounds (1)

		route (1)

		row (7)

		rules (1)

		run (2)

		running (4)

		Saddlehorn (14)

		sake (1)

		sand (1)

		Sarah (7)

		saturate (1)

		saturated (18)

		saturates (1)

		scale (3)

		scope (1)

		screen (1)

		secretary (14)

		section (4)

		Selvius (2)

		send (1)

		sense (5)

		separate (1)

		September (1)

		serve (2)

		serves (1)

		servicing (1)

		set (6)

		setting (1)

		settle (1)

		setup (3)

		sewer (8)

		sewers (1)

		shaded (1)

		shallow (2)

		shape (2)

		sheet (1)

		shoot (2)

		shovel (1)

		show (2)

		showed (1)

		shown (1)

		side (16)

		sides (1)

		siding (1)

		sign (1)

		significant (2)

		simply (3)

		sink (2)

		sinks (1)

		sir (3)

		sit (5)

		site (1)

		sits (6)

		sitting (3)

		situation (2)

		situations (2)

		sizes (1)

		skinny (1)

		slap (1)

		slide (1)

		slider (2)

		slightly (2)

		slipped (1)

		slope (2)

		slopes (3)

		slots (1)

		slowly (2)

		small (2)

		Snider (2)

		snow (1)

		sod (4)

		soils (1)

		solemnly (1)

		solid (1)

		solution (1)

		solutions (2)

		solve (2)

		someone's (1)

		sort (1)

		sounded (1)

		sounds (3)

		Souter (11)

		south (19)

		southeast (1)

		southwest (9)

		space (14)

		speak (5)

		speaker (3)

		special (5)

		specifically (1)



		Index: speed..tour

		speed (1)

		spell (1)

		spend (3)

		spending (2)

		spent (2)

		Spicer (1)

		spill (1)

		spoke (2)

		spot (4)

		spots (2)

		spread (1)

		spring (2)

		sprinkler (1)

		sprinklers (1)

		sprinkles (1)

		sprinkling (2)

		Stable (2)

		staff (2)

		stallion (1)

		stand (2)

		standing (8)

		star (1)

		start (3)

		started (1)

		starting (5)

		state (2)

		statement (1)

		statistics (1)

		stays (1)

		steady (1)

		steps (2)

		Steve (9)

		sticks (1)

		storage (2)

		store (1)

		storm (7)

		straight (2)

		street (5)

		strip (1)

		structure (5)

		stuck (2)

		study (2)

		subdivision (1)

		subsurface (1)

		summer (1)

		sump (7)

		sun (5)

		supervisor (1)

		support (5)

		supported (8)

		supports (1)

		supposed (2)

		surface (4)

		surfaced (1)

		surprised (2)

		surrounded (1)

		survey (1)

		surveyed (1)

		surveying (1)

		susceptible (1)

		swailed (1)

		swear (1)

		swimming (1)

		system (14)

		systems (1)

		tabulated (1)

		tackle (2)

		takes (3)

		taking (1)

		talk (7)

		talked (11)

		talking (7)

		task (1)

		teenagers (1)

		ten (6)

		tend (1)

		terminates (1)

		terrible (1)

		testimony (5)

		thing (11)

		things (13)

		thought (1)

		thousand (5)

		thousands (1)

		three-panel (4)

		three-quarters (1)

		throw (1)

		tile (9)

		tiles (5)

		tiling (1)

		till (1)

		time (20)

		times (8)

		today (19)

		today's (3)

		Todd (9)

		top (7)

		topics (1)

		topsoil (3)

		total (1)

		totally (1)

		touch (1)

		touched (2)

		tough (1)

		tour (3)



		Index: township..zones

		township (13)

		transparent (1)

		traverse (1)

		trees (2)

		trespassing (1)

		trickling (1)

		true (2)

		tuned (1)

		turn (1)

		turned (1)

		TV (2)

		twenty (2)

		two-thirds (1)

		two-year (1)

		twofold (1)

		type (2)

		typically (5)

		Um-hum (1)

		underneath (1)

		understand (15)

		understanding (1)

		undertaking (1)

		unfair (2)

		unique (1)

		UNKNOWN (2)

		unprofessional (1)

		unusual (1)

		upper (1)

		upstream (1)

		uptake (1)

		utilize (1)

		utilized (1)

		values (1)

		VAN (8)

		VANDER (41)

		Vanderklok (1)

		Vandyke (2)

		vegetation (1)

		video (1)

		virtual (1)

		virtually (1)

		visual (1)

		volume (1)

		wait (1)

		walk (3)

		walked (2)

		walking (1)

		walkout (3)

		wall (1)

		wanted (8)

		watch (2)

		water (60)

		watershed (14)

		watersheds (2)

		ways (2)

		weed (1)

		weeks (3)

		weighted (1)

		welfare (1)

		west (6)

		western (1)

		Westgate (1)

		wet (9)

		wetland (1)

		whack (1)

		Whereabouts (1)

		white (1)

		wicks (1)

		window (1)

		windshield (3)

		wobbly (1)

		wondering (1)

		woody (1)

		work (14)

		working (1)

		works (1)

		world (2)

		wrap (1)

		written (2)

		wrong (2)

		yard (12)

		yards (6)

		year (21)

		year-and-a-half (1)

		years (12)

		yellow (1)

		yesterday (4)

		zone (2)

		zones (1)







