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STATE OF M CH GAN
COUNTY OF OTTAVWA

IN RE: COLES PARK DRAI' N

BOARD OF DETERM NATI ON

Proceedi ngs comenced at 10: 00 a.m, on Thursday,

Decenber 5, 2019, at the Barber School Community Buil ding,

102 West Exchange Street, Spring Lake, M chigan, held before

Marjorie A Covey, CSR-2616, Certified Shorthand Reporter and

Not ary Publi c.

APPEARANCES:

M.

M.
Ms.

s 5 5 555

Joe Bush, Otawa County Water Resources Comm ssioner
Chad Meints, Chief Deputy to Water Resources Conmm
Sara Hirts, Secretary

Ken Souter, Board Chairman

Ri ch Vander Kl ok, Board Secretary

Ron Brink, Board Menber

John Nash, Spring Lake Townshi p Supervi sor
Jerry A man, OQtawa County Road Conm ssion

Ryan McEnhill, P.E., Eng. Engineering
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Spring Lake, M chigan
Decenber 5, 2019 - 10:00 a.m
PROCEEDI NGS

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH: W'll go ahead and
get the neeting started, or public hearing.

| appreciate everybody taking the time this norning
to comes to the Coles Drain public hearing, so we appreciate
t hat .

My nanme is Joe Bush, the Otawa County Water
Resour ces Conmi ssioner, also known as the Drain Conmm ssioner.
Sanme position, just a different title, back in 2012.

People are like well what about it? WeIlIl this is a
part of the job that we do, and today we are -- you're al
invited to a public hearing to tal k about the Col es Drain.

So we're here today because we were petitioned and
what that neans is the township petitioned ny departnent,
nyself, to hold a public hearing to talk about infrastructure
in the Coles Drain area. Well what does that nean?

When we have a petition, we hold a public hearing
and that's why you got invited because you probably live in
the wat ershed or also known as the drain district. You m ght
be outside of it a little bit, you m ght be inside, you m ght
not think you're init. You could be out of it.

But we invited people who we think are init, and

then the engineer -- if you think you' re not init, please
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speak up. Because during the public coment tine there wll
be atine to say, well | don't think I'minit, I live over
here, and we'll investigate that. We will look into that.
That's why we got an engi neer invol ved.

The ot her part when we have a petition there is
usually a problem People have been calling us saying hey,
we have got sone issues over here in this area with fl ooding,
wat er problens, water in nmy crawl space, water

And if you live near Spring Lake, everybody knows
it's really high and there is a |lot of water issues already,
countyw de, state wi de, we have all kinds of issues.

So | do appreciate your taking the tine at 10
o' clock in the norning to figure out what this is all about.

Today is not about a project, because we don't have
one. In order for nme to nove forward with a project, these
three gentl enmen have to nake that deci sion.

So in the course of a petition, | have to hold a
Board of Determ nation and appoint three people who are not
affiliated with Spring Lake Township or this particular drain
district or watershed.

So | have to appoint three people and then actually
come here and then they hear your testinony, so it's not ne
who nmakes the determ nation. So when you hear of a Board of
Det erm nation they determ ne whether we nove forward or not.

People are like, well where does that cone from
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It's called Mchigan Drain Code, and this is kind of what |
live by, this is state law. If you ever want to know about
It and you get bored, it's a thin read but very interesting.
So I"'mjust doing the | egal process, that's why we're here.
| don't have a project yet because it hasn't been
deened necessary, based on public conment. These three
gentl emen have not been out there, nor do | share with them
the i ssues, because they want to hear it fromthe people so
I"'mnot in the mddle. |It's the people who get to voice

their concerns or opinions or problens to these three

gentl enen, and then they'll nake a decision. Once | give
themthe oath, they will pick a chair, they'll run the
neeting and at sonme point they'll make a notion to not nove

forward, if they don't see a necessity, or they will npve
forward and that becones a county drain for inprovenents, and
that's when | step in and nove forward. So again, that's why
we're here.

So we don't have a project, we don't have a cost,
we don't have a whole | ot because we need nore information
based on all the other coments we've gotten in ny
depart nment .

So I'll do a few introductions and then introduce
people. And then once public comment is here -- everything
is court recorded. So Margie here is taking it word for

word, so please cone to the mc, speak |oudly, your address,
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your name and your concern, nunber one for her; but nunber
two for those three gentlenen, so they can hear you very
clearly.

And then state where you live and kind of your
concerns of water, or you don't have a problem |It's okay to
get up and say, we don't have a problem But your water runs
somewhere that mght be creating sonebody else's problem So
al ways renenber water runs downhill, and it's very flat over
there. So it's hard to say whose water goes where, but we
know there is quite a few issues in that area.

So that's -- again we're here to listen, and |
appreciate any information that we can get through that
process.

W don't have a cost, so | don't know how nuch it's
going to be, and we don't have a project. W'I| get that
determ nation after this Board of Determ nation, if that
makes sense.

So I'll go ahead and introduce the Board, fromleft
to right, Rich VanderKl ok, he is from Georgetown Townshi p,
he's on the board over there. He's done a |lot of these for
me for a lot of years, and he's very experienced in Drain
Code and he knows how the process works legally, so that's
why he's appointed to this.

In the center is Ken Souter. He's got nearly 40

years of experience at the road comm ssion in the engineering
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departnment. He's retired. So he's been a part of these
boards for a nunber of years as well, very experienced wth
Drain Code and al so the process.

And then we have -- oh boy -- Ron Brink. | was
trying to think. W had a couple alternates too.

BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK: | was going to make up a
nane.

WATER RESOURCES COMM JCE BUSH: M. Brink has been
on sone of these too, and he's over by Zeel and Townshi p.

So none of these people live in this area as far as
they don't have properties, nor do they have any affiliation
with this kind of a project in this area. So just FYl, they
are not part of Spring Lake Township board. | can't appoint
Spring Lake Townshi p board nenbers because again they're on
the board in the township

And then we got Margie our court recorder. And
like | said everything is word for word. It will be on our
website. | post all the mnutes usually about four to six
weeks after this neeting, it should be posted on ny website,
MQtawa. Org. You'll find Water Resources Commi ssioner on
there, the link, and you can find the m nutes.

W have Larry who is an alternate in the front row
here, he's out of Georgetown. He does a |lot of these too.
W weren't sure if we needed an alternate, but I'monly

required to have three, so we wanted to nake sure we had
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pl enty of people here for that.

And then we have Jerry O nman. He's fromthe road
comm ssion currently. He's here because there are county
roads involved. And there will be a tinme where he m ght get
up and say a few words fromthe road comm ssi on.

And then we have Spring Lake Township Supervisor is
here, and he's in the back, M. Nash. So he's here.

Then ny staff, ny chief deputy, Chad is here as
wel | as ny senior secretary, Sara.

And then we have the engineer who is fromEng. And
they do a lot -- they work for probably 25, 30 drain
conmm ssioners across the state.

Hs office is in Gand Haven, but their main branch
I's out of Lansing, but they work for multiple drain
conmi Ssi oners or water resources conm ssioners, and does a
| ot of projects for ne, and again, for multiple drain
conm ssioners. So he is very experienced in water.

And he'll do a presentation. Kind of do -- show a
few pictures of what he saw out there, and nmaybe sone
recommendati ons; but again we don't have a cost or a project.

So until these fol ks nmake that determ nation,
can't do that, because the nunber one question is what's it
going to cost ne? | don't have a cost yet. W're just
trying to figure out what we need to do and i nprove the area

If this Board of Determ nation deens that necessary.
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And | think | nentioned everybody.

Again, once | give these gentlenen the oath,
they'Il run the nmeeting. Any questions, be sure to ask them
and then they' Il in return either ask me or the engineer sone
questi ons too.

So, gentlenen, please rise, raise your right hand.

UNKNOMWN SPEAKER: Who's the attorney?

WATER RESOURCES COM JCE BUSH: Who is the
attorney? W don't have an attorney here. Usually we m ght
have one sonetines, but it's not necessary.

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: On your agenda, that's why |
asked.

WATER RESOURCES COMW JOE BUSH: Right. W don't
have an attorney here today because we didn't feel we needed
one, but it's typical with the agenda that sonetines we do
have one here just in case, but we don't have one today.

Gentl enen, place raise your right hand.

Do you each solemly swear that you will faithfully
perform and di scharge the duties inposed upon you as required
by | aw as nenbers of the Board of Determ nation appointed by
the Gtawa County Water Resources Commi ssioner to determ ne
the necessity for maintenance and i nprovenent of the Col es
Park Drain | ocated in Spring Lake Township, in said county,
gent | enmen?

BOARD MEMBER KEN SCQUTER: | do.
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BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLCK: 1 do.

BOARD MEMBER RON BRI NK: | do.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOQUTER: As part of the agenda we
need to elect a chairperson and a secretary. |[|'Il take a
not i on.

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK: 1'Ill nmke a notion
t hat Ken Souter be the chairman.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER: | need a second for that.

BOARD MEMBER RON BRI NK: |'m nake a second.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER: Mved and seconded t hat
["1l be chairman.

Al in favor, say aye.

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK: Aye.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOQUTER: Aye.

BOARD MEMBER RON BRI NK:  Aye.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER: Al |l opposed?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Then we al so need a
notion for secretary and I'd nake a notion that Rich, you --

BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK: | will second that.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER: Ckay. Mved and
seconded that Rich is the secretary.

Al in favor, say aye.

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK: Aye.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SCQUTER  Aye.

BOARD MEMBER RON BRI NK:  Aye.
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BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER.  Opposed?

And then third notion that we always make on this
and basically as one of the chairman in the past has al ways
said, you can sunmmarize War & Peace in three mnutes very
easily, 1'd ask for a notion that public coment be limted
to about three m nutes per person. And | need a notion for
t hat .

BOARD SECRETARY RI CH VANDER KLCOK: | will make that
notion, M. Chairnman.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: Do | have a second?

BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK: | will second that.

BOARD CHAlI RPERSON KEN SCOUTER: Mbved and seconded.

Al in favor, say aye.

BOARD SECRETARY Rl CH VANDER KLOK: Aye.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SCQUTER:  Aye.

BOARD MEMBER RON BRI NK:  Aye.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: Ckay. We're going
to start out with a, with having the engi neer give a synopsis
of this area and what the problens are that he's seen init,
giving an idea of where the Coles Park Drain actually |ays,
and it's all yours.

ENG NEER RYAN McENHI LL:  Again, my nane i s Ryan
McEnhill with Eng. 1'ma professional engineer in the State
of Mchigan. W do have offices in Lansing, Gand Haven,

obvi ously as Joe nentioned we work with drain conmm ssioners,

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

10



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

wat er resources comm ssioners all over the state.

| do have a short presentation, I'll try to keep it
brief. W already tal ked kind of about an overvi ew of what
this neeting is for, what the purpose is.

The petition that was generated for this project
was done by Spring Lake Township for naintenance
I mprovenent s.

One of the inportant things as well is that the
petition al so has sone | anguage in there about extending
branches, addi ng branches and al so addi ng | ands.

So I'Il tal k about how we went about delineating
the drainage district boundary because it's |little bit |arger
than just the Coles Park Drain. And that's that green |ine
that's shown on that exhibit over there.

So this board's responsibility is basically just to
determ ne whether a project is necessary based on public,
heal th, welfare and conveni ence.

Like I said we don't have a project yet, we don't
have a design yet. Al of that stuff gets determ ned |ater
if this board finds this project necessary.

So sone of the prelimnary work that we've done --
and really we don't do a lot of work up front for the main
pur pose that we don't want to spend a bunch of noney up front
should this board turn the project down. Cbviously we don't

want to have a bunch of funds that have been expended.

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

11




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

So we do a brief analysis, we go to Otawa County
of fices, look through the files for the Coles Park Drain. W
review any maps. W use the G S tool on the county's website
whi ch hel ps us to delineate the drainage district boundary.

And then | think one of the nobst inportant things
we do is we go out there and we do field visits. There has
been a couple rain events |ately where obviously we can see
where potential issues are at. That al so assisted us with
delineating this drain district boundary.

So boots on the ground is a big thing that we try
to do so we can cone to this neeting prepared, give this
board i nformati on because obvi ously they haven't been out
there. So we'll go through sone of those photos that we've
gener at ed.

So the district boundary, basically a way to | ook
at a district boundary is it's considered a watershed. And
this green line that's shown on that map as well, that's the
Coles Park Drain. That is the only established county drain
t hat we have.

But from speaking with tawa County, there has
been a | ot of issues w despread that go beyond just this
green line and extend kind of throughout this district that
we've delineated. So it's little bit different in the fact
that this district that we delineated is probably a little

bit bigger. |If we were just to delineate for water that

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

12



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

contributes to that green line, obviously the district would
be a ot smaller.

What we' ve done, you can alnost | ook at this purple
line as kind of a study area. This is the area where when we
went out there we identified issues kind of throughout these
areas. And eventually | think, after we hear the public's
f eedback, and determ ne what our project will ultinmately be,
that district may get considerably smaller.

So a district is all the water that flows to a
storm sewer system

So wth the district boundary that we have ri ght
now, there is about 57 acres of land in the district. Al of
it 1s in section 14 of Spring Lake Township. Again we use
the GS as atool. It's primarily based on topography and we
can get those things pretty close with all the technol ogy
that's out there today.

So |like we said, the green line, that's the Coles
Park Drain, that was established in 1972. That's the only
actual county drain that the county has the | egal authority
to go in, nmaintain and inprove.

Everything el se that is out there, you know, we
noticed that there is catch basins which are basically
| eachi ng systens. There is not pipes that extend all the way
to Spring Lake. They're just relying on water getting into

those structures and | eaching into those soils.
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Al'l those are private so the road comm ssion as far
as we know, and Jerry can expand on this further, doesn't
mai ntain those. The township isn't in the business of
mai ntai ni ng storm sewer systens. All of those are private
and there is no nechanismin place for those to be nmintained
and inmproved, which is a lot of the reason that sone of those
systens are surchargi ng and causi ng surface flooding as well.

So I think the point of this is if a project did
nove forward, that we woul d establish sone of these other
branches as county drains so that there is a mechani smfor
themto be naintained and inproved in the future.

So I'mgoing to tal k about just sone of the areas
that were just very obvious of where flooding and standi ng
wat er sat for prolonged periods of tine.

Sone of it was on Rhoda. W noticed -- let ne
see -- on Gak and Otawa, there is the md block here where
wat er just went into a depression. There is no storm sewer
systemin place, everything just kind of sat there.

Qoviously at the bottom of each there was notabl e
standi ng water and ponding. And even to the south of Beach
as well there were areas where no infrastructure was in place
and the water just sat there.

And then just a couple photos that kind of
illustrate that. These are a couple photos -- you told ne

not to touch it, on GCak. Sorry.
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So a couple photos on Gak kind of md block that we
tal ked about. These were just taken in the past week that
ki nd of show standi ng water again, no place for it to go.

The sane kind of issue is happening along Otawa as well.

And then this is along Beach Street. You know,
ki nd of standing water on both sides of the road. And then
this is the ponding area that we saw right at the bottom
where everything kind of flows into this area.

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: That spot on beach, do you know
if that pond elevation is the same as the | ake el evati on?

ENG NEER RYAN MCcENHILL: It potentially could be,
we didn't do any survey information at this point.

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: (| naudi bl e.)

THE REPORTER | can't hear him | don't know what
he's saying. |'msorry.

UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  The ponding el evation is the sane
el evation as the | ake at that corner?

ENG NEER RYAN MCENHI LL: Potentially could be
groundwat er based, or other equilibrium | don't have survey
information to verify that.

UNKNOMWN SPEAKER:  Are we only talking drain water?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER:  Um - -

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: | nean rain water is -- we're not
tal king sanitary sewer.

BOARD CHAlI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: No, we're talking

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

15




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

rain water.

UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Ckay.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: We'l| get to all the
ot her coments. Let's get through his first and we'll get to
public conments on it.

ENG NEER RYAN MCENHI LL: This is along Beach Street
as well, again just standing water in sonebody's drive
appr oach.

Again, no infrastructure in place. This is --
you'll notice the sign there where maybe the road conm ssion
had put that out there, where water was standi ng over the
r oadway.

And then so just kind of a wi despread sumary,
there is kind of issues all over the place that we noticed.
None of themthat are just, | guess, overpowering in nature
where you say, wow, that's a nmassive problem It was just
kind of when we're out there there is a nuisance problem here
and a nui sance problemhere. And that's how we ki nd of
del i neated the district boundary.

It's kind of a difficult decision about, well where
do we stop the drainage district boundary. And we tal ked
about this with Gtawa County, | think we wanted to start
with a larger district boundary and kind of get feedback from
the public at this neeting about where are specific problens

that need to be addressed.
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And then once we determ ne what this project wll
be, there is the potential that, you know, say we don't -- we
don't do any work south of Beach, those |ands may cone out of
the district. And there will be a tinme later down in this
process where we would finalize that district boundary and
the fol ks would be able to conme in and give us feedback on
whet her or not they thought they were in or out.

And that's a process that is required by the Drain
Code than woul d happen | ater on down the road.

But it is kind of a unique situation. Normally we
conme in here and it's, this is the district boundary based on
everything that's going to this drain.

So alittle unique. | just wanted to point that
out. There may be questions on that later and |'m happy to
answer those.

A couple things that | just wanted to point out, as
you start to |l ook at, well, what would be a potentia
sol uti on.

The first thing that we | ooked at was the soils out
there. Obviously nost of themare sandy nmaterials, which is
common in west M chigan, we have sand.

The depth of the water table is an inportant
factor, in this case you actually have significant depth to
the water table which helps with the infiltration systens.

And the infiltration rates that we get in the sand materials
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are pretty good.

So | bring that up because when we | ook at
potential solutions of how we woul d maybe correct sone of
t hese areas, obviously ripping up a bunch of roads and
putting in underground conveyance systens all the way to
Spring Lake can be, will be extrenely expensive. And there
needs to be a significant benefit to actually do that.

The first thing that we would do is do a
cost-benefit analysis. There is different things we can do
totry to mnimze the anount of road inpact so that we can
keep costs to a reasonable | evel.

CGoviously with the soils information that | tal ked
about, there is a |lot of solutions that could be done. W
call them!low inpact solutions where we're not running off a
bunch of water to Spring Lake, we're actually using
infiltration systens.

There is a | each basin systemwhere the structure
actually has holes in it soit's allowed to -- once it gets
inthere, it's allowed to infiltrate into the soils. And
then we have like an infiltration swale where instead of
maybe havi ng catch basin structures in a curb Iine, you |et
the water go into a swale where it's allowed to infiltrate
into the ground as wel|.

So there are options that can keep costs at a

reasonable level. | want to bring that up because a | ot of
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fol ks ask during public comment, how would you fix this? So
there are options avail abl e should a project be deened
necessary.

So that was ny brief sunmary for Col es Park.
Qoviously the next step, and it's an inportant step is the
public testinony to hear what you feel the issues are or if
you don't feel there are issues at all. The board needs to
hear that as well.

They will determ ne the necessity of the petition.
If they find it's not necessary, the project ends, nothing is
going to happen out there fromthe Water Resources
Comm ssi oner standpoint.

If they do find it necessary, obviously then we
woul d start scoping what's this project going to be, where
are we going to do work, do we need easenents from fol ks, do
we need permts.

And then we would finalize the design and then you
go into obviously construction. W prepare detailed
construction plans and things |ike that.

If there is any questions fromthe board, |'d be
happy to answer those at this tine.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: | have a question.
As the Coles Park Drain is just a short piece of this whole
area, the -- you probably don't even have an intention right

now, but would the intention be to bring all the water to
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that, or would there be -- | nean it appears on the map
a lot of this area is along the Spring Lake area.

ENG NEER RYAN MCENHI LL: The answer is no, we
not bring all this water to Coles Park Drive. W would

probably be |l ooking at nmultiple different branches that

| said, we may just have an infiltration systemin a ce

area that really doesn't have a direct outlet to Spring
And this type of project, just when you | ook

cost, like I said of ripping out roads, you have to be

little bit of creative about how you design it.
BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: So that's al
really that part is up in the air at this point. What

| ooking at is where the people have the probl ens?

l'i ke

woul d

, like

rtain
Lake.

at the

a

we're

ENG NEER RYAN McENHI LL:  Correct. And the way that

the petition was, the language in it was to add branche
extend branches, add | ands, so it gives us sone flexibi
about how big that district boundary is.

And again it was just a very difficult thing
to determ ne, where do we stop this because there is Ki

i ssues wi despread.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Any ot her ques

BOARD SECRETARY RI CH VANDER KLOK: Not at thi
tinme.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Then 1'd like
to public comment but before | do, I'd |ike to have --

S,

lity

to try
nd of

ti ons?

S

to go

we
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have Jerry A man fromthe road conm ssion.

Coul d you pl ease |l et us know what your situation is
t here?

ROAD COW SSI ON JERRY OLMAN:  It's pretty nuch what
Ryan nentioned. There are several |eaching systens already
in the plat area that ny opinion have reached their life
expect ancy.

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: W can't hear hi m back here.

(1 naudi bl e.)

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Everybody renenber
that when they're tal king, speak up real good.

ROAD COW SSI ON JERRY OLMAN: The | eachi ng systens
that are there, in ny opinion they've reached their life
expectancy and sonet hing needs to be done about them

One of the challenges is going to be that the width
of the right-of-ways in this plat was devel oped --

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER:  Eons ago.

ROAD COW SSI ON JERRY OLMAN:  Eons ago. And your
typical right-of-way would be 66 feet. But in here it
varies, sone are 20 feet, sone are 25, and there is a couple
that are 40 feet wide. So very limted space.

So as far as the road conmm ssion goes, we would be
in favor of finding a solution, whether that's --

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: We still can't hear you

ROAD COWM SSI ON JERRY OLMAN: The road comm ssi on
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is in favor of finding a solution to -- whether it's
repl aci ng the existing | eaching basins in place, or sone
ot her solution beyond that, | don't know.

UNKNOMWN SPEAKER: Wth standing water on the road
that is the road comm ssioner's problem-- (inaudible.)

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Let's wait for
public conment on that later, but pretty much you're in favor
of trying to find a solution?

ROAD COW SSI ON JERRY OLMAN: R ght.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: | got a question for
t he engi neer a second.

You see, everybody keeps tal king about these
| eaching basins in this area, are the |eaching basins being
affected by high water itself or not?

ENG NEER RYAN McENHILL:  So that's why | brought up
the slide about depth to groundwater table. So the nore
separation you have fromwhere the |l each basin is set to
where that groundwater table is, the nore effective it's
goi ng to be.

So when we -- devel opnent standards that are out
today, if a commercial devel opnent was submitting a storm
water plan to us, we typically like to see three feet of
separation between the bottom of a detention pond and where
the groundwater table is at. Because then if you have a high

water table, you're not getting infiltration down, you're
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only getting infiltration out the sides so it's reduced.

So it does -- it is a factor in how you design a
| eachi ng system

BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  Along with that same
question, I"'mfromthe south end of Gttawa County. Qur water
| evel s all through there --

UNKNOMWN SPEAKER:  You guys need to speak up.

BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  Pardon ne. |'mfromthe
south end of Otawa County. All of our water tables are --
Macat awa to Lake M chigan, everything is four, five foot over
what it was. Everybody is underwater.

Is this reflective of that or not?

ENG NEER RYAN MCENHI LL: So in general, groundwater
|l evels tend to mmc the cyclical |levels of the | akes. So as
the | akes rise, the groundwater levels typically rise in a
simlar fashion. They're not directly tied, but it's a
function of rainfall and they typically do go up and down
t oget her.

But again, this area comes up pretty sharply from
Spring Lake. | don't have a topo map in front of nme but it's

not like this area is down five feet |like fromwhere the

Spring Lake water level is right now. It conmes up anywhere
from1l5 to 20 feet, |I'mguessing, from Spring Lake.
So the groundwater table -- and we can do

geotechnical work as a part of a design to see where is the
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water table at, so that we can kind of inplenent a design
that would work well|l dependi ng on what the ground water
conditions are currently.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Ckay. |If M. Nash
from Spring Lake Townshi p, apparently you had a bunch of
conplaints in this area, why you filed the petition? Do you
have comments on that?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: (1 naudi bl e.)

SPRI NG LAKE TOMNSHI P SUPERVI SOR JOHN NASH: Let's
just go on.

| would say a few prelimnary comments, and since
' ve coached forever, like sone of you know, | hope | can be
hear d.

If this is a new subdivision, a drain district is
required. That's the way the lawis right now in Spring Lake
and nost places. Understand that.

Second thing I would say and I don't have to tel
you, we all know, | see people around here who live on the
| ake. And whenever the water is so high, |like we said, it's
a very unusual situation and |I'mnot sure personally that you
l ook at it the way it is right now as average. It's not
average at all.

And | woul d say you tal k about the road comm ssion,
we have just recently put in a couple of |each basins with

Jerry in cooperation fromthe township. So we have worked on
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It's just really a matter of |ong range, and
unfortunately, in ny personal mnd, |'"mnot the township
board, I'mjust one person, it's very difficult to tal k about
any of these issues right now when the water is over your
head to start out wth.

If you' re going to conpare the way the water is
right now to the average, there is absolutely no conpari son.
And | would think in all of our m nds hopefully it goes down,
but that's not the prediction.

So we have heard sonme concerns, we have dealt with
sone concerns. As to what happens from now on, you heard the
Board of Determ nation will decide and then Joe wll nove
forward. And | have a neeting at 10: 30.

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: John, could you tell us where the
mai n conplaints were at? Is it Main Street?

SPRI NG LAKE TOANSHI P SUPERVI SOR JOHN NASH:  The
easiest thing is just to drive around and see where the water
is standing like the engineer said. Were the water kind of
ends up, you know.

And |i ke we said, you know, at the corner of Beach
and Lake, there used to be a beach, now we have to take the
sidewal k up. So --

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SCOUTER: Ckay. Let's go to

public comment then. And we're going to take the rows one at
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atime. W'dIlike to know if you have a problem don't have
a problem You think this is all because of high water or
what ever the case may be.

I'"d like to start on this side, go right to the
back and then start on this side and go right to the back, so
we get all the conments.

And pl ease cone up to the front, apparently there
is no mc, but come up to the front and state your nane and
address so we can get it on the court reporter's, and we w ||
start right out with the young lady here in the front.

Wul d you like to make any comment ?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  No.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SCQUTER:  No conment .

UNKNOMWN SPEAKER: |' m good.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Ckay? The gentl eman
t here?

MR STACY ZAVITZ: Stacy Zavitz, 15816 Pine Street.

BOARD SECRETARY RI CH VANDER KLOK: Address your
comments to the Chair, please.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: You have to say it
| oud enough so everybody hears it.

What was your address?

MR. STACY ZAVI TZ: 15816 Pine Street. But ny
property boundaries are Pine Street, Franklin and OQtawa. So

I|'"'mthree sided.
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| can see there is tons of water that -- these
wat er pockets are just |aying around.

Yes, that's because of the high water |evels, we
have white caps on Spring Lake that made that pond in front
of the house.

If you go back to the pictures, | believe there is
a shot of Otawa Street. Keep going.

ENG NEER RYAN MCcENHILL: | only have the ones of
Cak.

MR STACY ZAVITZ: Well there was a shot of Otawa.
Ri ght here.

So this is OGtawa Street, and this is the back side
of my property right here. And | had to put nmy own drain in
here because the watershed is -- I'mbasically the toilet
bow for all of Strawberry Point. [|'mvery frustrated,
fl oodi ng constantly. You know, you can't even |eave -- |
feel like a hostage in nmy house and | take very good care of
nmy property, my house.

And so when | try to deal with these things over
the last three, four, five years, it's just batting it back
and forth. That's why | appreciate sonething like this
happening finally that we can solve the problem

| don't know if the problens exist with the | each
basi ns, because where all this water contributes fromthe

north, south, east and west of that area, it funnels
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ever ywhere around ne.

And these | eaching basins, there is one here and
one across the street on Gak. | guess | didn't know t hat
nobody did not have to maintain these, so | maintain this
one, it got upset, and this one was cleaned out. But it can
only handl e so much water, it's a very old system | get
t hat .

They did update the one on Franklin Street in front
of ny house. But there again, now we're up to a four-foot
| each basin that does |each out, but can only handle so nuch
of the water for that area. And once it fills up, I'ma
swi mm ng pool. One foot deep in the backyard, through the
wi ndows, through the basenent, and on and on and on.

And it doesn't have anything to do with the snow
melt, it has to do with all the water runoff. | can't stress
t hat enough.

| don't know what ot her people's problens are, but
that's a big problemfor ne.

BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  Sir, could you conme up for
a mnute? | can't find Franklin Street.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Ri ght here.

BOARD MEMBER RON BRI NK:  You think that's the | ow
spot of all of this?

MR. STACY ZAVITZ: Well there is hunps here. You

have different elevations. So this is the highest el evation.
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That funnels down, this funnels down, and this funnels down.

Sol'm--

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: You're basically the

| ow spot .

MR. STACY ZAVI TZ: Right.

BOARD MEMBER RON BRI NK:  Ckay, thank you.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER: Ckay. Any other --
okay.

The gentleman with the yell ow hat?

MR MLTON REDICK: |'mgoing to shout.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: W can hear you.

MR MLTON REDICK: M nane is MI|ton Redick.
live on Laura. | amin the district.

Do you want ny address? 17170 Laura Street, Spring
Lake.

These are picky -- the law says this is a three-man

board. And | see four, is that right?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: No, three man.
MR MLTON REDICK: You're the three.
BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: We're the three.

MR. MLTON REDI CK: Maybe you or the county guy, is

Coles a private street or public street?

public I

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: Coles Park is a
t hi nk.

UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Publ i c.
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BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Coles Park is a
public street.

MR MLTON REDICK: [It's not on the map, that's why
| asked.

Let's see. Was the petition signed by five nenbers
or can the township petition?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: The township
petitioned for this.

MR. MLTON REDI CK: The | aw says five people, is
that different than --

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SCQUTER: | don't know how
many people are on the board.

ENG NEER RYAN McENHILL: So there is two ways --

MR MLTON REDICK: It's |legal anyways?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SCQUTER  Yes.

ENG NEER RYAN McENHI LL:  Yes.

MR. M LTON REDI CK: Thank you very nuch.

A drainage district is the sane as a wat ershed?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER: That's correct.

MR MLTON REDICK: | amin a hole. And as the
engi neer probably knows, ny |and does not drain into that
pi pe. Ckay.

So can you have -- fundanentally can you have a
district with a bunch of little areas that are not connected

by one pi pe?
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ENG NEER RYAN McENHI LL: Do you want ne to answer
t hat ?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Answer t hat.

ENG NEER RYAN MCENHI LL: So, yes, there are --
we' ve worked on a significant nunber of drain projects where
we have nultiple different branches in different parts of the
drai nage district that maybe even discharge to different
wat er cour ses.

So, yes.

MR. MLTON REDI CK: The Suprenme Court probably
woul d be on ny side because it says the watershed is water
that drains to a certain point, okay, one point. And so it
seens |ike you' d have to have five different districts to
nmeet the law, but that's not inportant to ne right now

| like the idea that you brought up of these
basins, | didn't even know we had sone. | think if you took
phot os, sonebody ought to do this, take the photos two days
after the rain, all the water is gone. So as you inply, it's
raining into the ground. | got a great big puddle in front
of ny house. But, you know, the next day it's gone because
the water is not -- the water table is at least, in Spring
Lake, with the land in that area, is at least ten to twelve
feet high, as you're inplying. |It's all up. It's not flat
i ke you're tal king about.

So basically I'min favor of this project because
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t he approach is good, you don't have to build big pipes,
right, we're lucky that we're on a sand dune, right?

So we can kind of inprove as he's inplied, there is
a really whole lot of work being done on this infiltration
stuff, as you can see all around town, you know. That new
housi ng devel opnent, down in the village, all of that's in
t he ground.

So I"'min favor of it. Go for it.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Thank you, sir.

W're going to go to the gentleman with the scarf?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: No, | don't have anyt hing.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Ckay.

The young | ady back there?

M5. HEIDI TICE: H, ny nane is Heidi Tice, and I
live at 63 South 8th Avenue in Fruitport, I'mrepresenting an
owner on Coles Park at 17362 Col es Park.

And | do know sone about the Drain Code, the drain
| aws, but the drains were put into do -- to take water out
of yards, not roads. So I'mcurious as to why the road
comm ssion isn't renoving the water that we see -- hi, Ron
that we see on the roads. | nean that would be their own
problemto take care of.

She's not in favor of -- there is a drain that
cones right next to hers, so she knows where her water is

going. And if that drains needs cl eaned out, she's very much
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in favor of maintaining it and getting that drain cl eaned
out. Because that's a definitive thing that needs to be
done, it's an established drain.

But all of the other little problens around are
not -- it's not going to benefit the people on Col es Park
that have a drain right there because their water is not
| eaving that area. It's -- if it's designed properly, that
drain should be taking their water out and it actually goes
to Spring Lake.

So curious as to why you're extending drain
wat er shed and not actually getting that watershed to go to
the drain, that that's what the drain comm ssioner would do.

Instead if it's in the roads, then get the road
comm ssion to get it off our roads.

ENG NEER RYAN McENHI LL: Can | --

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER: |'mgoing to go the
engi neer.

ENG NEER RYAN McENHI LL: So you asked a good
question and this is probably good for everybody to know.

Let's say we have the Coles Park Drain, let's just
say that we put in three different separate systens.

Peopl e that contribute water to Col es Park, we
woul d work through this when we did assessnents, the people
on Coles Park aren't going to pay for work that was done on

the drain that we put in maybe a half mle away.
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M5. HEID TICE: Their apportionments would be nmuch
smal | er.

ENG NEER RYAN MCENHI LL: Correct. So that's stuff
that we address later down the |ine, once we design the
project. W' Il probably delineate sonme districts so that the
people that are contributing to one of -- if we had three
drains, would only pay for the one that they're contributing
water to. So it would be addressed when we did the
apportionnent.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: Ckay. | think we're

getting confused on calling this whole thing Coles Park

Dr ai n.

M5. HEID TICE: R ght.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER: When it's a basic
area in Spring Lake Township. 1Is this not correct?

M5. HEID TICE  That has high water going on.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER: The only outlet, the
only actual county drain we have there is Coles Park Drain.

So | think what they're doing is incorporating al
this into that drain district and probably very little of it
will end up going through Coles Park Drain. 1Is that correct?

ENG NEER RYAN McENHI LL: That's correct.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER:  So | nean | think
the confusing part here is the fact that we've got a |arge

area there, there is problens here, problens here, a problem
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here, and we only have one drain. So we're calling it the
Col es Park Drain.

M5. HEID TICE R ght.

ENG NEER RYAN McENHI LL: Right.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER: And it's very,
very possible that if need be, that we're going to work over
here, and it aint even going to go through the Col es Park
Drain, but it will all be naned the sanme thing. It's in nane
only.

M5. HEIDI TICE: Ckay. Well that is her concern is
that she's right on that so she just doesn't feel that --

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: | woul d i magi ne the
peopl e on Coles Park Drive don't really have a big problem
because they got a drain that goes through there.

M5. HEID TICE: They don't. Their basenents are
dry, they don't have standing water on the | awn.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: So | think that
answers your question?

M5. HEID TICE: Yep, that does, and | wll pass
that along. Thank you very nuch.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: Thank you.

Yes?

MR, MATT RAY: |'m Matt Ray. | have actually three
properties in the Strawberry Point area that would be in this

district.
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UNKNOWN SPEAKER: (1 naudi bl e.)

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Louder. Right over
here by the engi neer.

MR. MATT RAY: 17340 Oak, 17304 OGak and 15773
Cherry Street.

None of them have water in the basenent, but | am
famliar with the flooding that's in the area. | do support
sonet hi ng being done to help elimnate that, particularly at
Beach Street.

But as | nentioned, as they showed the photographs
I"'mnot sure this is the right tine to be approaching that
proj ect because it is -- |lake water |evels being high in that
ar ea.

| also noticed that's not part of the district.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: | was going to ask
you about the picture because there was a picture and you
commented on it right away that you thought that pond was in
relationship to the | evel of the I|ake.

MR MATT RAY: Yeah. So as | wal ked that area
during the stormevents this summer, it's trying to drain.
They are, as John said, they had to renpove the sidewal k, but
it isindirect relationship to the stormevents that are
occurring.

And whether -- it is trying to drain through the

sand off of the road, it just can't go qui ck enough.
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It's the sane thing that's happening in the
phot ographs on OGak Street. It wasn't that bad of ponding
years back when | first purchased the property, but it is
much worse now.

And I"'mnot famliar with Gtawa Street, | haven't
driven by that in a storm event.

But | think the subdistricts, | think sonething
shoul d be done. | just don't know that this is the right
time to do it because we're at such abnornal |evels and |
have a well on one of ny properties and that well water, |'ve
checked the table in that, and it is significantly higher.

So | don't think even putting in these draining
ones is going to solve it as quickly as it should today.

That's all.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Ckay, thank you

BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK: Can | ask you a question,
sir? How nany years ago was it dry? You said awhile ago.

MR. MATT RAY: Well five years -- even three years
ago it would dry within -- at least in ny area within 24
hour s.

BOARD MEMBER RON BRI NK: Before the water table
went up.

MR, MATT RAY: Yes. The water has really cone up
in the last three years.

BOARD MEMBER RON BRI NK:  Ckay.

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

37



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

MR. MATT RAY: Nothing in the basenent.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Ckay. Since we --
second row there? The gentleman with the gl asses?

MR MATTHEW WARNER: Ckay. [|'Il try standi ng over
her e.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Good spot.

MR. MATTHEW WARNER:. My nane is Matthew Warner, ny
property is at 17376 Bl andford Avenue.

And | have an issue with the water drai nhage com ng
down Margaret, on the corner of Blandford and Margaret. And
nost of the water conmes down the street on Margaret into ny
gar age area.

And | get flooding, you can see the curb, it cones
down the curb and then kind of collects in ny garage. So |
get standing water in my garage every noderate rainfall.

Sol tried to see if it was just the flow at the
curb, and it was -- it looks like the -- it conmes back -- let
me give this to you

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SCOUTER:  Ckay.

MR. MATTHEW WARNER: So, yeah. It goes -- the
water flows down to the end of the street, that's the end of
Mar garet on the east end.

And the -- and then it conmes back up and around and
it kind of -- water settles there. There is a stone area

there that that water settles in.
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BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Ckay.
MR. MATTHEWWARNER: So that's why I'min support
of the project and to further study to see about how to

alleviate the rain water issue here.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER.  Ckay, thank you very

much.

The gentl eman with gl asses?

MR BILL BOCEE M nane is Bill Boice, and | live
at 17371 Lake Beach, I'mright on the | ake.

| don't have a problemw th water at ny house, but
| have to synpathize with, what, Stacy?

When | drive down Franklin to get to Margaret to
get to ny house, many, many tinmes there is a puddle right in
his yard because the road is full of water, and so his yard
has water init. It would be on the west side of the yard -
the yard that's west of your house?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Correct.

MR. BILL BOCE: So | have synpathy for him And

that road needs a drain or needs sonething. That road is not

good.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: Thank you.

Young | ady?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: It's probably not the road,
it's underneath the road.

M5. KATHY BAILEY: | live at 17 -- 15845 Pine. |

m
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al so on the | ake neighbor and | don't have a problem

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SCQUTER:  Your nane, please?

M5. KATHY BAI LEY:

Kat hy Bai |l ey.

My house is dry, but we certainly have the | ake.

But | al so synpathize with Stacy because | think it started

i ke four years ago, maybe?

and a lot of tinme and | swear

ever seen.

And he's put in a lot of work

he's the hardest worker |'ve

So | also think sonething needs to be done because

| deal with driving by his house everyday and sonetines it

just turns into a big ice rink also.

So the other questi

on | had is do you have a map of

where the | eaching drains are?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: | don't have

not hi ng.
M5. KATHY BAI LEY:
Because | don't think anyone

their own | eaching drains.

| mean sonebody? Does sonebody?

knew that they had to nmaintain

So that's ny thought.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER  Ckay. W don't

real ly know where everything

is out there yet. Ckay.

ROAD COWM SSI ON JERRY OLMAN: Even at the road

comm ssion our records show very little as far as drainage in

that area. [It's not good.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: No, that's not good.

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video

(800) 878-8750 -

M chigan Firm No. 8029

40



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

W're going to go to the third row back. The
gentleman? O the lady in the red coat?

Fourth row back, we're going to start on that side.

MR. ROBERT METZLER My nane is Robert Metzler, |
live at 15725 Beach Dri ve.

| am one of those wonderful people that have a
| ake, we fondly call it Lake Metzler in front of our house.
| have pictures.

CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: What's your address, sir?

MR. ROBERT METZLER 15725 Beach. | amright on
the corner of Coles Park.

| do have one of those catch basins that this
gentl eman tal ked about. Unfortunately there is only four
feet that | can see down, right now currently into it, it's
been filled up year after year. And | understand that a | ot
of people, | guess this is a fate thing, that a | ot of people
said, well the water |evel is going up, the water |evel is
goi ng up.

| have been meki ng phone calls, I've |lived at that
resi dence for 20 years and been maki ng phone calls and stuff
like that to the police about putting high water stuff up on
there and everything |ike that for 15 years.

Thi s happened way before we had any water problens.
| just recently found out about the catch basin. And I

understand the engi neering behind it and everything |ike
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that, only if it was effective. And it is not effective to

the point that we get any substantial rain, any tine
t hroughout the year, it will go and flood in front of ny
house first, then it will go into ny |andscaping. Then it
will go in and | have a cenent slab that has the heating
ducts, the ceram c heating ducts underneath the house and
fills up those ducts.

| have bought two punps. |'mout there with the
| adder and a nice little gerry-rig out there punping water

into ny backyard because | have a decent-sized | ot there.

Al'so | have seen it other places throughout there

where the catch basins are, around the -- | live right across

fromthe graveyard in Spring Lake, right across from Beach

so they're not contributing anything right now

However, |ast year they did go and elimnate a | ot

of trees and regrade, and that added a causi ng probl em which

it actually had water all the way fromour side all the way

to the other side.

That has -- that part | see that there isn't the
runoff to it and | brought that to their attention as well
So they made sure that the grade was going into their litt
catch ditch right there.

So, yes, this is a concern of mne. This is --
one of the main reasons why they're having this. And |

understand you need to identify what drainage district

| e

I'm
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systens they are. | understand as this gentlenman said it's
not cost effective to run it all the way fromny house 12
houses down plus a beach to connect to that system |It's
mainly I want to go and see that this catch basin is going to
be effective. Wether we go and run it across, up and
underneath the street, over to where the graveyard is. |
don't think those people mnd very much if they have a little
water. But still, you know. They're dying to get in there,
real ly.

That's mny pi ece.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER  Ckay, thank you very
much.

The pictures are really helpful. | wouldn't have
t hought out there by the cenetery you' d have that problem

MR. ROBERT METZLER  And M. Bush has sone nore of
our pictures as well.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Thank you.

kay. We'll go to --

MR. JCE PADAVIC. Mirning. M nane is Joe Padavic.
I live at 17297 Col es Park, just two doors up from Rob.

Fortunately I'mon the high end so I nmight be
sendi ng sone water down the hill towards Rob, towards Beach
but it also goes towards the | ake. But there is a catch
basin at the bottomof the hill that's two doors down from

me, and the water wll sit there. It's not as extensive as
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Rob's but it will sit there until it eventually |eaches into
t he ground.

The drai nage that runs off of Spring Lake services
the | ast eight hones on there. But going north fromthere --
or south fromthere, there is a catch basin like | said two
doors down fromne and one at the corner by Rob. So it's
Lake Metzler, |ike he said.

When he's out of town he gives nme a yell and says,
check his ducts, to nmake sure he's not flooding inside the
house.

So whether the water sits there for ten m nutes or
for two days, it's going to end up in a basenent in five
mnutes. So it will drain out in tw days, it's already into
the basenent five mnutes after it gets to the house.

So t hanks.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Thank you, sir.

M5. JOAN BAILEY: |I'min the |last row.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER: Are we to the | ast
row? kay. Your nane and address, please.

M5. JOAN BAILEY: [1'Il speak loudly. Joan Bail ey,
17300 Col es Park.

It's a rental that we've owned, we've owned it
since 2012. So we don't actually live there but we're there
quite a bit, and I've talked to ny renters, and from since

2012 we've never had problens at all. W're very fortunate,
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we're kind of top of the hill. No water problens in the
basenent, no drai nage problens, nothing |ike that.

So | feel fortunate, but | enpathize with all of
you that do have probl ens because obviously it is a big
probl em

A coupl e questions that |I had because |I'mnot too
famliar with drain commission, I'mjust wondering is it
because it's an older area that there is only one drain
that's going into the lake in that particular area? That's
my first question.

Nunber two, can the | eaching basins be repl aced?

Is that sonething that's nore cost effective?

And third thing | want to knowis is part of this
the road comm ssion's responsibility or isn't it? Those are
ki nd of generic big picture questions | have because | don't
personal |y have a problem So I would just |ike sone of
t hose things answered.

And | do think just based on the pictures and the
fl ooding and things |ike that sonething probably does need to
be done because obviously I wouldn't want to live |Iike you or
you or a |lot of people having the issues. But | just need to
know sone big picture questions.

Thank you.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Do you want to

answer sone of those big picture questions?
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ENG NEER RYAN MCENHI LL: Yes. So the Col es Park
drain was put in in 1972, which |I'mprobably fairly certain
that the plat was done well before that.

M5. JOAN BAILEY: Like a hundred years ago.

ENG NEER RYAN McENHI LL: So they probably at that
time had an issue with water going in the driveways, into
honmes and petitioned the drain conm ssioner and said, can you
do sonet hing about this and they put the pipe in in 1972. |
assume that's how t hat happened.

Your question about the road commi ssion, in just
tal ki ng about an apportionnent in general, so it's not just
the property owners that pay a portion of the costs. The
road comm ssion will pay a portion of the cost for their
benefits to public roadways. Spring Lake Township will pay a
portion. That's pretty much for public health benefit, and
that's determ ned by Joe, what he wants those percentage to
be at.

So there are at-|arge percentages that cone right
off the top before you start to determ ne what individua
apportionnents are. And typically how we do property
assessnents, it's primarily based on the size of the property
that you own, what it's being used for relative to is it al
pervious where nothing is allowed to infiltrate |ike a house,
a driveway; do you have a big lawn that allows water to

infiltrate that is inpervious. Those people that have nore
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i npervi ous woul d pay | ess than sonebody that, for instance
like a Meijer parking ot that runs off everything is going
to have a much hi gher apportionnent percentage. That's the
two main factors that we | ook at.

But you're also going to have the branch factors
that | tal ked about where you nay have three different drains
irrespective of each other that would only pay for what
they're contributing to that specific drain.

MS. JOAN BAILEY: Well what about the | each basins
that he brought up? 1s that something that is replaceable or
how does that work specifically?

ENG NEER RYAN MCENHI LL: So just |ike nost
infrastructure it needs to be maintained. |If it's maintained
properly, every five to ten years, they have a long |ifespan.

M5. JOAN BAI LEY: Has anybody nai ntai ned them at
al I ?

ENG NEER RYAN MCENHI LL: No, and that's what | was
getting at with the orphan drain system Right now nobody is
taking responsibility for maintaining those and part of this
process is to get an entity to be able to have a nechanismto
go in and maintain those.

So if you had a | each basin on your property, you
saw that it was having a problem you could call the Water
Resources Conm ssioner's office, they would send sonebody out

to fix that. Wereas now there is no nechanismin place for

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

47



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

that to happen.

UNKNOMWN SPEAKER: What do they do to maintain it?

ENG NEER RYAN McENHI LL: So you're going to get
sedinent into these basins. So you're going to want -- they
vac themout and do it that way.

The detail that we had, if | can get to it quickly,
is we not only have the structure but we have -- you see this
pi pe that actually comes out of it (indicating). So -- and
that's a perforated pipe. So not only do you have the | each
basin itself that has holes in it that allows the water to
infiltrate; but you also, in this particular case we extend a
perforated pipe out so you have nore area for that water to
infiltrate.

M5. JOAN BAILEY: Aren't there | eaching basins |ike
all around the different areas? Are none of them naintained?
| mean outside this district even. |'mcurious about that
there is no responsibility that's been taken generically for
the entire area.

ENG NEER RYAN McENHI LL: Well Joe can speak for the
fact that he's taking over orphan drains at an alarmng rate.
| nean there is so nmany of them out there and he's just
started the process with individual townships, he can only do
so many BODs in a year.

M5. JOAN BAILEY: Right. But |I'mjust saying it

seens kind of strange to ne that no one has taken
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responsibility for it.

WATER RESOURCES COVW JCE BUSH: | think Jerry can
probably answer that.

ROAD COW SSI ON JERRY OLMAN: Wl | for exanple he
had a photo of the corner of Rhoda and was it Benjam n? W
had a call this past sumrer that the sedinment was built up
it was draining very slowy, there was water on the road. So
we sent a vac truck out and vacuuned out that sedinent.

But beyond that, one problemw th | eaching basins
is that over tinme, you know, oil |eaks off of vehicles, and
all those little holes that are in these |eaching basins end
up getting sealed off. And with that sedinent that builds up
the, the sedinent gets in those pores or those small hol es
and that reduces the |life expectancy of the | eaching basins.

So eventually they do need to be replaced. It's
not sonmething that |asts forever.

M5. JOAN BAILEY: Al right. | guess ny fina
question is if it goes through and you do the apportionnments
and what ever percentage it ends up being, is that over a
period of like ten years, 20 years or whatever that gets
added to your tax bill? |Is that how that works?

ENG NEER RYAN McENHI LL: Yep. So once we know what

the overall cost is, we kind of -- and Joe really nakes the
call, but we try to make it so what's affordable for these
folks. | nmean do we spread it over three years? Is it a big
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enough cost where we spread it over five or ten? That's a
deci sion that Joe nmakes and it's individual to each project.

W want to try to make it reasonable and affordable
for everybody to be able to pay that.

M5. JOAN BAI LEY: Because |I think we just got done
paying all of us for sonmething in (inaudible), right? There
was a 20-year assessnment or what (i naudible).

THE REPORTER. |I'msorry, ma'am |If you're going
to keep talking, I'll need you to conme back up here. | can't
hear you.

M5. JOAN BAI LEY: There was anot her assessnent that
we all just got done paying for relative to Spring Lake,
believe. It was sonme special assessnent that had been going
on for 20 years, | believe, which is now done.

So that's why | asked that question because |
didn't know how long it would be spread out and that kind of
t hi ng.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER: And at the end if we
have -- if we end up having a project, there is always the
revi ew process once the project is going to be assessed.

M5. JOAN BAI LEY: Ckay, thank you

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: |Is there anybody
el se that hasn't spoke? Yes, sir?

MR, PATRI CK KENNEDY: Patrick Kennedy, 17384 Col es

Park, down the street. M famly has lived there since 1916.
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['"'m74 and | was raised there.

H gh water, |ow water, that catch basin up at the
end of that road is constantly -- okay. Now | know water
runs downhill, and I can sit down there at the end and watch
it go into Spring Lake, now it's underwater because the water
is high. But that has nothing to do. It seenms to ne that
that catch basin is lower, or is in the piping running down.
| amfor the project.

That's all | got to say.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: Thank you.

MR. PATRI CK KENNEDY: You're wel cone.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER.  Ckay. |If everybody
has told ne what they -- do we have anybody el se?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  No.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER: Ckay. | didn't see
you, I'msorry.

kay, then I would take a notion to close --

MR MLTON REDICK: I'mMIt Redick, 17170 Laura.

The engi neer suggested we m ght have three
different projects, quite possible. Can they proceed if one
of them doesn't want to do it? Do you have anot her hearing
for each one so | can conplain so | don't have to pay for
that -- well that's what he said, | don't have to pay for the
one a half mle away.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: You're not going to
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have to. They'Il split this up so if you're not -- your
wat er doesn't go through sonething, you aint paying for it.

MR. MLTON REDICK: No. No. But the
apportionnment, we are against it. Can you proceed with two
out of the three projects that he presents? O is it one big
proj ect ?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER: | think this is
going to be one project.

BOARD SECRETARY RI CH VANDER KLOK: One proj ect.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Ckay.

Is there sonet hing new?

MR, MATT RAY: Is this project going to address the
Beach and Lake intersection? O not because it's not drawn
in this map right now?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: If it's not within
t hese boundaries, can we expand?

OTTAWA COUNTY WATER RESOURCES COW JOE BUSH:  No.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER: If it's not within
t hese boundaries, no.

MR MATT RAY: |s there another area to address
that? Because | think that's one of the nmjor areas right
now.

ENG NEER RYAN McENHI LL:  So the area --- wherever
we -- it's hard to figure where that, exactly that line is

because we don't have an aerial inmage, but a |lot of that
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water is running down that hill that gets to that spot. W
woul d probably do sonmething right at that point to intercept
It before it ran into that spot, if in fact our boundary |ine
doesn't include that area.

MR MATT RAY: So there will be another district
even though we flowto that? Everything on Beach Street is
flow ng down to that, so a lot of this district is going to
that area and inpacting that, but you re saying that could be
anot her district or were --

ENG NEER RYAN McENHILL: No. No. |I'mjust saying
that we could potentially intercept that water before it gets
to that area where it's ponding now. So there would be
Infrastructure put in place there.

MR. MATT RAY: Ckay. And then what about the
others that are draining to that sanme watershed, the ones
that are up Lake Street and --

ENG NEER RYAN McENHI LL: They woul d be included in
the assessnent for that for whatever those inprovenents are.

MR MATT RAY: Wuld it make nore sense to draw a
wat er shed around the actual area with the |argest inpact
ri ght now versus what we have here?

ENG NEER RYAN McENHI LL: That's what | was talking
about with the subdistricts that we would do based on this
overal | one.

So if we did sonething there, the people that
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contributed water to whatever inprovenents we did there,
woul d be included in that subdistrict.

This is the district that's before this board
today, there is not going to be any other.

( SEVERAL PEOPLE SPEAKI NG OVER EACH OTHER.)

ENG NEER RYAN MCENHILL: I'monly referring to
subdi strict in the sense of the apportionnent, that's it.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Ckay.

MR ROBERT METZLER Can | nmake one nore? Robert
Met zl er, 15725 Beach Drive.

| did want to nake a note though as far as we're
tal ki ng about the water and being built up again too is that
one of the problens that we have had, and | don't know if
Stacy has had this problemover there as well, is just before
the thaw, and we get a lot of rain and everything |ike that,
before the ground is fully thawed, that becones a big problem
as wel | .

So like that's why | kind of want to put an
enphasi s, this happens throughout the year, this is not
happeni ng at one certain tine.

O course when the snow and everything is frozen,
no problem But when you have runoff and you have frost that
starts less than six feet down, that builds up that basin,
and that's sonething to consider.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER: Ckay. Then at t hat
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point, | think we've heard from everybody.

I"mgoing to close this hearing, the public portion

of this hearing.

BOARD SECRETARY RI CH VANDER KLOK: I'l1 support
t hat .

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER: And, Rich, I'd |ike
to ask what your thoughts are on this.

BOARD SECRETARY RI CH VANDER KLCOK: Well let ne --
just want to consult mnmy notes here.

| would say that based on the public comment that
obviously there is a necessity. So -- and everyone, pretty
much everyone, not everyone, but spoke in favor of --

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Sonet hi ng.

BOARD SECRETARY RI CH VANDER KLOK: -- of doing
something. And | think Ryan, our engineer, in his
presentation told us that the -- we have the boundaries that
are laid out here, but he said that some of those could --
there was flexibility. And so | think that's a good thing.

And Jerry fromthe road comm ssion, at the very
begi nni ng made the coment that these | eachi ng basi ns have
fulfilled their lifetime use. And so obviously fromtheir
per spective sonething has to be done.

And so | woul d speak in favor of the necessity for
this.

BOARD MEMBER RON BRI NK: | have a question for you
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two guys.

The way |'m | ooking at this conmrent section, let's
say 5 percent of the property owners attended this neeting
that are affected here on the map, okay. Half of themdidn't
have a problem They support what they're proposing, but
they didn't have a problem they' re never wet.

So you're tal king about a very limted nunber of
people in this area that have an issue. Severe issues when
they have them|i ke the gentl enan over here have. That's one
t hi ng, okay.

The next thing is, like | said, the |lake water is
the highest it's ever been.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: This area is well
above the | ake |evel.

BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK: Right. Is it?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: It is.

BOARD MEMBER RON BRI NK:  So that doesn't affect
this at all.

BOARD SECRETARY Rl CH VANDER KLOK: No.

BOARD MEMBER RON BRI NK:  That answers that. That's
my question. Ckay.

| think those are the only things I'd like to

di scuss. | don't know. | don't know where you assess a
whol e district for a limted nunber of -- | agree there is a
probl em
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BOARD SECRETARY RI CH VANDER KLOK: But | think in
terns of assessing the whole district, it was pointed out, |
think, that that may not be the case. | nean it depends on
where -- if we would approve it, the Water Resource
Conmi ssi oner woul d have to do a cost-benefit analysis and
determi ne what's the scope of the project and what are the
paraneters for that project, and that would determ ne at sone
poi nt what the apportionnment would be for residents.

BOARD MEMBER RON BRI NK: | understand that. But we
got -- we have residents here, this gentlenman lives here, he
doesn't have a problem the guy right next door does, okay,
Joe is going to have a tough tine differentiating.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: That's not our

probl em

BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK: | know that. |'m being
realistic.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: But that's what
the --

BOARD SECRETARY RI CH VANDER KLCK: That's the
purview really of the Water Resources Conmi ssioner, and the
engi neer to | ook at that.

And they wouldn't look at it if we would say, there
is really not a problem so let's just leave it the way it
is. So it would not be addressed, in nmy opinion, it wouldn't

be addressed appropriately.
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BOARD MEMBER RON BRI NK:  Ckay. Anot her question
that | have, fixing the | eaching basins seens |like the first
response to ne. It sounds like there is a problemwth them
correct?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Um hum

BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  So | guess what do we do,
are we addressing is this a problemor are we addressing to
go forward?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: If we say no,
there -- it's going to stay status quo. Nothing will be
fixed.

BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  Well there is a problem

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Ckay. That's what
we needed you to say.

BOARD MEMBER RON BRI NK: |s everybody happy?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Ckay. Basically I
think -- 1've been on a lot of these boards, and | think the
bi ggest question on this particular drainis calling it Coles
Park Drain, and not Strawberry Point Drain. | think if we
woul d have called it Strawoberry Point Drain, everybody woul d
say, okay, this is all part of the drain. W're not just
singling out Coles Park as being the only problemchild
because Coles Park really isn't the problemchild, they have
a drain already.

It's -- it's incorporating a lot of things. Maybe
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drains out to Spring Lake different ways, maybe | eaching
basins fixed, maybe -- | think this is going to be a rea
difficult project to make everybody happy.

BOARD MEMBER RON BRI NK:  That's what |' m sayi ng.

(At 11:20 a.m went off the record.)

(At 11:23 a.m went on the record.)

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Basically what |'m
going to call for is a notion, and the notion is in front of
us here.

Yep, it's a notion on the decision of necessity. |
need a noti on.

BOARD SECRETARY RI CH VANDER KLOK: M. Chairman, |
woul d make the notion that the proposed nmai nt enance and
I mprovenent of the Coles Park Drain as petitioned as of
Septenber 9, 2019 is necessary and conducive to the public
heal t h, safety, convenience and wel fare.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Do we have a second?

BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK: |'Ill second that.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER: Move and seconded.

Is there any di scussion?

BOARD SECRETARY RI CH VANDER KLCOK:  No. | think --

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: All in favor, say
aye.

BOARD MEMBER RON BRI NK:  Aye.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SCQUTER  Aye.
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BOARD SECRETARY Rl CH VANDER KLOK: Aye.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Opposed?

It's carried.

That conpl etes this neeting.

I wish the Drain Conmm ssioner well on this one
because it's going to be a lot of different little things to
take care of, and it's probably going to be a difficult one
to do.

Thank you very nmuch for your attendance and your
i nput into this neeting.

BOARD SECRETARY RI CH VANDER KLOK: Thank you very
much.

(BOD concl uded at 11:21 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON OF COURT REPORTER AND NOTARY PUBLI C

STATE OF M CH GAN )
) SS
COUNTY OF MUSKEGON )

| certify that this transcript, consisting of 61
pages, is a conplete, true and correct record of the BOD -
Coles Park Drain, to the best of nmy ability, held on Decenber

5, 2019.

DATE: Degenfer 26, 2019

Moyt

MARJORI E A. COVEY, CSR-2616

141 East M chigan Avenue, Suite 206
Kal amazoo, M 49007

1. 800. 878. 8750

Notary Public Expires: Cctober 14, 2021, Miskegon
County, M chigan/Acting in the State of M chigan.
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           1                 Spring Lake, Michigan



           2                 December 5, 2019 - 10:00 a.m.



           3                                PROCEEDINGS



           4                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  We'll go ahead and



           5       get the meeting started, or public hearing.



           6                 I appreciate everybody taking the time this morning



           7       to comes to the Coles Drain public hearing, so we appreciate



           8       that.



           9                 My name is Joe Bush, the Ottawa County Water



          10       Resources Commissioner, also known as the Drain Commissioner.



          11       Same position, just a different title, back in 2012.



          12                 People are like well what about it?  Well this is a



          13       part of the job that we do, and today we are -- you're all



          14       invited to a public hearing to talk about the Coles Drain.



          15                 So we're here today because we were petitioned and



          16       what that means is the township petitioned my department,



          17       myself, to hold a public hearing to talk about infrastructure



          18       in the Coles Drain area.  Well what does that mean?



          19                 When we have a petition, we hold a public hearing



          20       and that's why you got invited because you probably live in



          21       the watershed or also known as the drain district.  You might



          22       be outside of it a little bit, you might be inside, you might



          23       not think you're in it.  You could be out of it.



          24                 But we invited people who we think are in it, and



          25       then the engineer -- if you think you're not in it, please
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           1       speak up.  Because during the public comment time there will



           2       be a time to say, well I don't think I'm in it, I live over



           3       here, and we'll investigate that.  We will look into that.



           4       That's why we got an engineer involved.



           5                 The other part when we have a petition there is



           6       usually a problem.  People have been calling us saying hey,



           7       we have got some issues over here in this area with flooding,



           8       water problems, water in my crawl space, water.



           9                 And if you live near Spring Lake, everybody knows



          10       it's really high and there is a lot of water issues already,



          11       countywide, state wide, we have all kinds of issues.



          12                 So I do appreciate your taking the time at 10



          13       o'clock in the morning to figure out what this is all about.



          14                 Today is not about a project, because we don't have



          15       one.  In order for me to move forward with a project, these



          16       three gentlemen have to make that decision.



          17                 So in the course of a petition, I have to hold a



          18       Board of Determination and appoint three people who are not



          19       affiliated with Spring Lake Township or this particular drain



          20       district or watershed.



          21                 So I have to appoint three people and then actually



          22       come here and then they hear your testimony, so it's not me



          23       who makes the determination.  So when you hear of a Board of



          24       Determination they determine whether we move forward or not.



          25                 People are like, well where does that come from.
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           1       It's called Michigan Drain Code, and this is kind of what I



           2       live by, this is state law.  If you ever want to know about



           3       it and you get bored, it's a thin read but very interesting.



           4       So I'm just doing the legal process, that's why we're here.



           5                 I don't have a project yet because it hasn't been



           6       deemed necessary, based on public comment.  These three



           7       gentlemen have not been out there, nor do I share with them



           8       the issues, because they want to hear it from the people so



           9       I'm not in the middle.  It's the people who get to voice



          10       their concerns or opinions or problems to these three



          11       gentlemen, and then they'll make a decision.  Once I give



          12       them the oath, they will pick a chair, they'll run the



          13       meeting and at some point they'll make a motion to not move



          14       forward, if they don't see a necessity, or they will move



          15       forward and that becomes a county drain for improvements, and



          16       that's when I step in and move forward.  So again, that's why



          17       we're here.



          18                 So we don't have a project, we don't have a cost,



          19       we don't have a whole lot because we need more information



          20       based on all the other comments we've gotten in my



          21       department.



          22                 So I'll do a few introductions and then introduce



          23       people.  And then once public comment is here -- everything



          24       is court recorded.  So Margie here is taking it word for



          25       word, so please come to the mic, speak loudly, your address,
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           1       your name and your concern, number one for her; but number



           2       two for those three gentlemen, so they can hear you very



           3       clearly.



           4                 And then state where you live and kind of your



           5       concerns of water, or you don't have a problem.  It's okay to



           6       get up and say, we don't have a problem.  But your water runs



           7       somewhere that might be creating somebody else's problem.  So



           8       always remember water runs downhill, and it's very flat over



           9       there.  So it's hard to say whose water goes where, but we



          10       know there is quite a few issues in that area.



          11                 So that's -- again we're here to listen, and I



          12       appreciate any information that we can get through that



          13       process.



          14                 We don't have a cost, so I don't know how much it's



          15       going to be, and we don't have a project.  We'll get that



          16       determination after this Board of Determination, if that



          17       makes sense.



          18                 So I'll go ahead and introduce the Board, from left



          19       to right, Rich VanderKlok, he is from Georgetown Township,



          20       he's on the board over there.  He's done a lot of these for



          21       me for a lot of years, and he's very experienced in Drain



          22       Code and he knows how the process works legally, so that's



          23       why he's appointed to this.



          24                 In the center is Ken Souter.  He's got nearly 40



          25       years of experience at the road commission in the engineering
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           1       department.  He's retired.  So he's been a part of these



           2       boards for a number of years as well, very experienced with



           3       Drain Code and also the process.



           4                 And then we have -- oh boy -- Ron Brink.  I was



           5       trying to think.  We had a couple alternates too.



           6                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  I was going to make up a



           7       name.



           8                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Mr. Brink has been



           9       on some of these too, and he's over by Zeeland Township.



          10                 So none of these people live in this area as far as



          11       they don't have properties, nor do they have any affiliation



          12       with this kind of a project in this area.  So just FYI, they



          13       are not part of Spring Lake Township board.  I can't appoint



          14       Spring Lake Township board members because again they're on



          15       the board in the township.



          16                 And then we got Margie our court recorder.  And



          17       like I said everything is word for word.  It will be on our



          18       website.  I post all the minutes usually about four to six



          19       weeks after this meeting, it should be posted on my website,



          20       MIOttawa.Org.  You'll find Water Resources Commissioner on



          21       there, the link, and you can find the minutes.



          22                 We have Larry who is an alternate in the front row



          23       here, he's out of Georgetown.  He does a lot of these too.



          24       We weren't sure if we needed an alternate, but I'm only



          25       required to have three, so we wanted to make sure we had
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           1       plenty of people here for that.



           2                 And then we have Jerry Olman.  He's from the road



           3       commission currently.  He's here because there are county



           4       roads involved.  And there will be a time where he might get



           5       up and say a few words from the road commission.



           6                 And then we have Spring Lake Township Supervisor is



           7       here, and he's in the back, Mr. Nash.  So he's here.



           8                 Then my staff, my chief deputy, Chad is here as



           9       well as my senior secretary, Sara.



          10                 And then we have the engineer who is from Eng.  And



          11       they do a lot -- they work for probably 25, 30 drain



          12       commissioners across the state.



          13                 His office is in Grand Haven, but their main branch



          14       is out of Lansing, but they work for multiple drain



          15       commissioners or water resources commissioners, and does a



          16       lot of projects for me, and again, for multiple drain



          17       commissioners.  So he is very experienced in water.



          18                 And he'll do a presentation.  Kind of do -- show a



          19       few pictures of what he saw out there, and maybe some



          20       recommendations; but again we don't have a cost or a project.



          21                 So until these folks make that determination, I



          22       can't do that, because the number one question is what's it



          23       going to cost me?  I don't have a cost yet.  We're just



          24       trying to figure out what we need to do and improve the area



          25       if this Board of Determination deems that necessary.
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           1                 And I think I mentioned everybody.



           2                 Again, once I give these gentlemen the oath,



           3       they'll run the meeting.  Any questions, be sure to ask them



           4       and then they'll in return either ask me or the engineer some



           5       questions too.



           6                 So, gentlemen, please rise, raise your right hand.



           7                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Who's the attorney?



           8                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Who is the



           9       attorney?  We don't have an attorney here.  Usually we might



          10       have one sometimes, but it's not necessary.



          11                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  On your agenda, that's why I



          12       asked.



          13                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Right.  We don't



          14       have an attorney here today because we didn't feel we needed



          15       one, but it's typical with the agenda that sometimes we do



          16       have one here just in case, but we don't have one today.



          17                 Gentlemen, place raise your right hand.



          18                 Do you each solemnly swear that you will faithfully



          19       perform and discharge the duties imposed upon you as required



          20       by law as members of the Board of Determination appointed by



          21       the Ottawa County Water Resources Commissioner to determine



          22       the necessity for maintenance and improvement of the Coles



          23       Park Drain located in Spring Lake Township, in said county,



          24       gentlemen?



          25                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  I do.
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           1                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:  I do.



           2                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  I do.



           3                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  As part of the agenda we



           4       need to elect a chairperson and a secretary.  I'll take a



           5       motion.



           6                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:  I'll make a motion



           7       that Ken Souter be the chairman.



           8                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  I need a second for that.



           9                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  I'm make a second.



          10                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  Moved and seconded that



          11       I'll be chairman.



          12                 All in favor, say aye.



          13                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.



          14                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  Aye.



          15                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  Aye.



          16                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  All opposed?



          17                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Then we also need a



          18       motion for secretary and I'd make a motion that Rich, you --



          19                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  I will second that.



          20                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Okay.  Moved and



          21       seconded that Rich is the secretary.



          22                 All in favor, say aye.



          23                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.



          24                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Aye.



          25                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  Aye.
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           1                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Opposed?



           2                 And then third motion that we always make on this



           3       and basically as one of the chairman in the past has always



           4       said, you can summarize War & Peace in three minutes very



           5       easily, I'd ask for a motion that public comment be limited



           6       to about three minutes per person.  And I need a motion for



           7       that.



           8                 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLOK:  I will make that



           9       motion, Mr. Chairman.



          10                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Do I have a second?



          11                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  I will second that.



          12                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Moved and seconded.



          13                 All in favor, say aye.



          14                 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.



          15                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Aye.



          16                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  Aye.



          17                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Okay.  We're going



          18       to start out with a, with having the engineer give a synopsis



          19       of this area and what the problems are that he's seen in it,



          20       giving an idea of where the Coles Park Drain actually lays,



          21       and it's all yours.



          22                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  Again, my name is Ryan



          23       McEnhill with Eng.  I'm a professional engineer in the State



          24       of Michigan.  We do have offices in Lansing, Grand Haven,



          25       obviously as Joe mentioned we work with drain commissioners,
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           1       water resources commissioners all over the state.



           2                 I do have a short presentation, I'll try to keep it



           3       brief.  We already talked kind of about an overview of what



           4       this meeting is for, what the purpose is.



           5                 The petition that was generated for this project



           6       was done by Spring Lake Township for maintenance



           7       improvements.



           8                 One of the important things as well is that the



           9       petition also has some language in there about extending



          10       branches, adding branches and also adding lands.



          11                 So I'll talk about how we went about delineating



          12       the drainage district boundary because it's little bit larger



          13       than just the Coles Park Drain.  And that's that green line



          14       that's shown on that exhibit over there.



          15                 So this board's responsibility is basically just to



          16       determine whether a project is necessary based on public,



          17       health, welfare and convenience.



          18                 Like I said we don't have a project yet, we don't



          19       have a design yet.  All of that stuff gets determined later



          20       if this board finds this project necessary.



          21                 So some of the preliminary work that we've done --



          22       and really we don't do a lot of work up front for the main



          23       purpose that we don't want to spend a bunch of money up front



          24       should this board turn the project down.  Obviously we don't



          25       want to have a bunch of funds that have been expended.
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           1                 So we do a brief analysis, we go to Ottawa County



           2       offices, look through the files for the Coles Park Drain.  We



           3       review any maps.  We use the GIS tool on the county's website



           4       which helps us to delineate the drainage district boundary.



           5                 And then I think one of the most important things



           6       we do is we go out there and we do field visits.  There has



           7       been a couple rain events lately where obviously we can see



           8       where potential issues are at.  That also assisted us with



           9       delineating this drain district boundary.



          10                 So boots on the ground is a big thing that we try



          11       to do so we can come to this meeting prepared, give this



          12       board information because obviously they haven't been out



          13       there.  So we'll go through some of those photos that we've



          14       generated.



          15                 So the district boundary, basically a way to look



          16       at a district boundary is it's considered a watershed.  And



          17       this green line that's shown on that map as well, that's the



          18       Coles Park Drain.  That is the only established county drain



          19       that we have.



          20                 But from speaking with Ottawa County, there has



          21       been a lot of issues widespread that go beyond just this



          22       green line and extend kind of throughout this district that



          23       we've delineated.  So it's little bit different in the fact



          24       that this district that we delineated is probably a little



          25       bit bigger.  If we were just to delineate for water that
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           1       contributes to that green line, obviously the district would



           2       be a lot smaller.



           3                 What we've done, you can almost look at this purple



           4       line as kind of a study area.  This is the area where when we



           5       went out there we identified issues kind of throughout these



           6       areas.  And eventually I think, after we hear the public's



           7       feedback, and determine what our project will ultimately be,



           8       that district may get considerably smaller.



           9                 So a district is all the water that flows to a



          10       storm sewer system.



          11                 So with the district boundary that we have right



          12       now, there is about 57 acres of land in the district.  All of



          13       it is in section 14 of Spring Lake Township.  Again we use



          14       the GIS as a tool.  It's primarily based on topography and we



          15       can get those things pretty close with all the technology



          16       that's out there today.



          17                 So like we said, the green line, that's the Coles



          18       Park Drain, that was established in 1972.  That's the only



          19       actual county drain that the county has the legal authority



          20       to go in, maintain and improve.



          21                 Everything else that is out there, you know, we



          22       noticed that there is catch basins which are basically



          23       leaching systems.  There is not pipes that extend all the way



          24       to Spring Lake.  They're just relying on water getting into



          25       those structures and leaching into those soils.







                                         13

�









           1                 All those are private so the road commission as far



           2       as we know, and Jerry can expand on this further, doesn't



           3       maintain those.  The township isn't in the business of



           4       maintaining storm sewer systems.  All of those are private



           5       and there is no mechanism in place for those to be maintained



           6       and improved, which is a lot of the reason that some of those



           7       systems are surcharging and causing surface flooding as well.



           8                 So I think the point of this is if a project did



           9       move forward, that we would establish some of these other



          10       branches as county drains so that there is a mechanism for



          11       them to be maintained and improved in the future.



          12                 So I'm going to talk about just some of the areas



          13       that were just very obvious of where flooding and standing



          14       water sat for prolonged periods of time.



          15                 Some of it was on Rhoda.  We noticed -- let me



          16       see -- on Oak and Ottawa, there is the mid block here where



          17       water just went into a depression.  There is no storm sewer



          18       system in place, everything just kind of sat there.



          19                 Obviously at the bottom of each there was notable



          20       standing water and ponding.  And even to the south of Beach



          21       as well there were areas where no infrastructure was in place



          22       and the water just sat there.



          23                 And then just a couple photos that kind of



          24       illustrate that.  These are a couple photos -- you told me



          25       not to touch it, on Oak.  Sorry.
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           1                 So a couple photos on Oak kind of mid block that we



           2       talked about.  These were just taken in the past week that



           3       kind of show standing water again, no place for it to go.



           4       The same kind of issue is happening along Ottawa as well.



           5                 And then this is along Beach Street.  You know,



           6       kind of standing water on both sides of the road.  And then



           7       this is the ponding area that we saw right at the bottom



           8       where everything kind of flows into this area.



           9                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  That spot on beach, do you know



          10       if that pond elevation is the same as the lake elevation?



          11                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  It potentially could be,



          12       we didn't do any survey information at this point.



          13                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  (Inaudible.)



          14                 THE REPORTER:  I can't hear him.  I don't know what



          15       he's saying.  I'm sorry.



          16                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  The ponding elevation is the same



          17       elevation as the lake at that corner?



          18                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  Potentially could be



          19       groundwater based, or other equilibrium.  I don't have survey



          20       information to verify that.



          21                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Are we only talking drain water?



          22                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Um --



          23                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  I mean rain water is -- we're not



          24       talking sanitary sewer.



          25                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  No, we're talking







                                         15

�









           1       rain water.



           2                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Okay.



           3                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  We'll get to all the



           4       other comments.  Let's get through his first and we'll get to



           5       public comments on it.



           6                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  This is along Beach Street



           7       as well, again just standing water in somebody's drive



           8       approach.



           9                 Again, no infrastructure in place.  This is --



          10       you'll notice the sign there where maybe the road commission



          11       had put that out there, where water was standing over the



          12       roadway.



          13                 And then so just kind of a widespread summary,



          14       there is kind of issues all over the place that we noticed.



          15       None of them that are just, I guess, overpowering in nature



          16       where you say, wow, that's a massive problem.  It was just



          17       kind of when we're out there there is a nuisance problem here



          18       and a nuisance problem here.  And that's how we kind of



          19       delineated the district boundary.



          20                 It's kind of a difficult decision about, well where



          21       do we stop the drainage district boundary.  And we talked



          22       about this with Ottawa County, I think we wanted to start



          23       with a larger district boundary and kind of get feedback from



          24       the public at this meeting about where are specific problems



          25       that need to be addressed.
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           1                 And then once we determine what this project will



           2       be, there is the potential that, you know, say we don't -- we



           3       don't do any work south of Beach, those lands may come out of



           4       the district.  And there will be a time later down in this



           5       process where we would finalize that district boundary and



           6       the folks would be able to come in and give us feedback on



           7       whether or not they thought they were in or out.



           8                 And that's a process that is required by the Drain



           9       Code than would happen later on down the road.



          10                 But it is kind of a unique situation.  Normally we



          11       come in here and it's, this is the district boundary based on



          12       everything that's going to this drain.



          13                 So a little unique.  I just wanted to point that



          14       out.  There may be questions on that later and I'm happy to



          15       answer those.



          16                 A couple things that I just wanted to point out, as



          17       you start to look at, well, what would be a potential



          18       solution.



          19                 The first thing that we looked at was the soils out



          20       there.  Obviously most of them are sandy materials, which is



          21       common in west Michigan, we have sand.



          22                 The depth of the water table is an important



          23       factor, in this case you actually have significant depth to



          24       the water table which helps with the infiltration systems.



          25       And the infiltration rates that we get in the sand materials
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           1       are pretty good.



           2                 So I bring that up because when we look at



           3       potential solutions of how we would maybe correct some of



           4       these areas, obviously ripping up a bunch of roads and



           5       putting in underground conveyance systems all the way to



           6       Spring Lake can be, will be extremely expensive.  And there



           7       needs to be a significant benefit to actually do that.



           8                 The first thing that we would do is do a



           9       cost-benefit analysis.  There is different things we can do



          10       to try to minimize the amount of road impact so that we can



          11       keep costs to a reasonable level.



          12                 Obviously with the soils information that I talked



          13       about, there is a lot of solutions that could be done.  We



          14       call them low impact solutions where we're not running off a



          15       bunch of water to Spring Lake, we're actually using



          16       infiltration systems.



          17                 There is a leach basin system where the structure



          18       actually has holes in it so it's allowed to -- once it gets



          19       in there, it's allowed to infiltrate into the soils.  And



          20       then we have like an infiltration swale where instead of



          21       maybe having catch basin structures in a curb line, you let



          22       the water go into a swale where it's allowed to infiltrate



          23       into the ground as well.



          24                 So there are options that can keep costs at a



          25       reasonable level.  I want to bring that up because a lot of
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           1       folks ask during public comment, how would you fix this?  So



           2       there are options available should a project be deemed



           3       necessary.



           4                 So that was my brief summary for Coles Park.



           5       Obviously the next step, and it's an important step is the



           6       public testimony to hear what you feel the issues are or if



           7       you don't feel there are issues at all.  The board needs to



           8       hear that as well.



           9                 They will determine the necessity of the petition.



          10       If they find it's not necessary, the project ends, nothing is



          11       going to happen out there from the Water Resources



          12       Commissioner standpoint.



          13                 If they do find it necessary, obviously then we



          14       would start scoping what's this project going to be, where



          15       are we going to do work, do we need easements from folks, do



          16       we need permits.



          17                 And then we would finalize the design and then you



          18       go into obviously construction.  We prepare detailed



          19       construction plans and things like that.



          20                 If there is any questions from the board, I'd be



          21       happy to answer those at this time.



          22                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  I have a question.



          23       As the Coles Park Drain is just a short piece of this whole



          24       area, the -- you probably don't even have an intention right



          25       now, but would the intention be to bring all the water to
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           1       that, or would there be -- I mean it appears on the map like



           2       a lot of this area is along the Spring Lake area.



           3                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  The answer is no, we would



           4       not bring all this water to Coles Park Drive.  We would



           5       probably be looking at multiple different branches that, like



           6       I said, we may just have an infiltration system in a certain



           7       area that really doesn't have a direct outlet to Spring Lake.



           8                 And this type of project, just when you look at the



           9       cost, like I said of ripping out roads, you have to be a



          10       little bit of creative about how you design it.



          11                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  So that's all --



          12       really that part is up in the air at this point.  What we're



          13       looking at is where the people have the problems?



          14                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  Correct.  And the way that



          15       the petition was, the language in it was to add branches,



          16       extend branches, add lands, so it gives us some flexibility



          17       about how big that district boundary is.



          18                 And again it was just a very difficult thing to try



          19       to determine, where do we stop this because there is kind of



          20       issues widespread.



          21                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Any other questions?



          22                 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLOK:  Not at this



          23       time.



          24                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Then I'd like to go



          25       to public comment but before I do, I'd like to have -- we
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           1       have Jerry Olman from the road commission.



           2                 Could you please let us know what your situation is



           3       there?



           4                 ROAD COMMISSION JERRY OLMAN:  It's pretty much what



           5       Ryan mentioned.  There are several leaching systems already



           6       in the plat area that my opinion have reached their life



           7       expectancy.



           8                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  We can't hear him back here.



           9                 (Inaudible.)



          10                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Everybody remember



          11       that when they're talking, speak up real good.



          12                 ROAD COMMISSION JERRY OLMAN:  The leaching systems



          13       that are there, in my opinion they've reached their life



          14       expectancy and something needs to be done about them.



          15                 One of the challenges is going to be that the width



          16       of the right-of-ways in this plat was developed --



          17                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Eons ago.



          18                 ROAD COMMISSION JERRY OLMAN:  Eons ago.  And your



          19       typical right-of-way would be 66 feet.  But in here it



          20       varies, some are 20 feet, some are 25, and there is a couple



          21       that are 40 feet wide.  So very limited space.



          22                 So as far as the road commission goes, we would be



          23       in favor of finding a solution, whether that's --



          24                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  We still can't hear you.



          25                 ROAD COMMISSION JERRY OLMAN:  The road commission
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           1       is in favor of finding a solution to -- whether it's



           2       replacing the existing leaching basins in place, or some



           3       other solution beyond that, I don't know.



           4                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  With standing water on the road



           5       that is the road commissioner's problem -- (inaudible.)



           6                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Let's wait for



           7       public comment on that later, but pretty much you're in favor



           8       of trying to find a solution?



           9                 ROAD COMMISSION JERRY OLMAN:  Right.



          10                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  I got a question for



          11       the engineer a second.



          12                 You see, everybody keeps talking about these



          13       leaching basins in this area, are the leaching basins being



          14       affected by high water itself or not?



          15                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  So that's why I brought up



          16       the slide about depth to groundwater table.  So the more



          17       separation you have from where the leach basin is set to



          18       where that groundwater table is, the more effective it's



          19       going to be.



          20                 So when we -- development standards that are out



          21       today, if a commercial development was submitting a storm



          22       water plan to us, we typically like to see three feet of



          23       separation between the bottom of a detention pond and where



          24       the groundwater table is at.  Because then if you have a high



          25       water table, you're not getting infiltration down, you're
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           1       only getting infiltration out the sides so it's reduced.



           2                 So it does -- it is a factor in how you design a



           3       leaching system.



           4                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  Along with that same



           5       question, I'm from the south end of Ottawa County.  Our water



           6       levels all through there --



           7                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  You guys need to speak up.



           8                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  Pardon me.  I'm from the



           9       south end of Ottawa County.  All of our water tables are --



          10       Macatawa to Lake Michigan, everything is four, five foot over



          11       what it was.  Everybody is underwater.



          12                 Is this reflective of that or not?



          13                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  So in general, groundwater



          14       levels tend to mimic the cyclical levels of the lakes.  So as



          15       the lakes rise, the groundwater levels typically rise in a



          16       similar fashion.  They're not directly tied, but it's a



          17       function of rainfall and they typically do go up and down



          18       together.



          19                 But again, this area comes up pretty sharply from



          20       Spring Lake.  I don't have a topo map in front of me but it's



          21       not like this area is down five feet like from where the



          22       Spring Lake water level is right now.  It comes up anywhere



          23       from 15 to 20 feet, I'm guessing, from Spring Lake.



          24                 So the groundwater table -- and we can do



          25       geotechnical work as a part of a design to see where is the
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           1       water table at, so that we can kind of implement a design



           2       that would work well depending on what the ground water



           3       conditions are currently.



           4                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Okay.  If Mr. Nash



           5       from Spring Lake Township, apparently you had a bunch of



           6       complaints in this area, why you filed the petition?  Do you



           7       have comments on that?



           8                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  (Inaudible.)



           9                 SPRING LAKE TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR JOHN NASH:  Let's



          10       just go on.



          11                 I would say a few preliminary comments, and since



          12       I've coached forever, like some of you know, I hope I can be



          13       heard.



          14                 If this is a new subdivision, a drain district is



          15       required.  That's the way the law is right now in Spring Lake



          16       and most places.  Understand that.



          17                 Second thing I would say and I don't have to tell



          18       you, we all know, I see people around here who live on the



          19       lake.  And whenever the water is so high, like we said, it's



          20       a very unusual situation and I'm not sure personally that you



          21       look at it the way it is right now as average.  It's not



          22       average at all.



          23                 And I would say you talk about the road commission,



          24       we have just recently put in a couple of leach basins with



          25       Jerry in cooperation from the township.  So we have worked on
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           1       it.



           2                 It's just really a matter of long range, and



           3       unfortunately, in my personal mind, I'm not the township



           4       board, I'm just one person, it's very difficult to talk about



           5       any of these issues right now when the water is over your



           6       head to start out with.



           7                 If you're going to compare the way the water is



           8       right now to the average, there is absolutely no comparison.



           9       And I would think in all of our minds hopefully it goes down,



          10       but that's not the prediction.



          11                 So we have heard some concerns, we have dealt with



          12       some concerns.  As to what happens from now on, you heard the



          13       Board of Determination will decide and then Joe will move



          14       forward.  And I have a meeting at 10:30.



          15                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  John, could you tell us where the



          16       main complaints were at?  Is it Main Street?



          17                 SPRING LAKE TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR JOHN NASH:  The



          18       easiest thing is just to drive around and see where the water



          19       is standing like the engineer said.  Where the water kind of



          20       ends up, you know.



          21                 And like we said, you know, at the corner of Beach



          22       and Lake, there used to be a beach, now we have to take the



          23       sidewalk up.  So --



          24                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Okay.  Let's go to



          25       public comment then.  And we're going to take the rows one at
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           1       a time.  We'd like to know if you have a problem, don't have



           2       a problem.  You think this is all because of high water or



           3       whatever the case may be.



           4                 I'd like to start on this side, go right to the



           5       back and then start on this side and go right to the back, so



           6       we get all the comments.



           7                 And please come up to the front, apparently there



           8       is no mic, but come up to the front and state your name and



           9       address so we can get it on the court reporter's, and we will



          10       start right out with the young lady here in the front.



          11                 Would you like to make any comment?



          12                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  No.



          13                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  No comment.



          14                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  I'm good.



          15                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Okay?  The gentleman



          16       there?



          17                 MR. STACY ZAVITZ:  Stacy Zavitz, 15816 Pine Street.



          18                 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLOK:  Address your



          19       comments to the Chair, please.



          20                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  You have to say it



          21       loud enough so everybody hears it.



          22                 What was your address?



          23                 MR. STACY ZAVITZ:  15816 Pine Street.  But my



          24       property boundaries are Pine Street, Franklin and Ottawa.  So



          25       I'm three sided.
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           1                 I can see there is tons of water that -- these



           2       water pockets are just laying around.



           3                 Yes, that's because of the high water levels, we



           4       have white caps on Spring Lake that made that pond in front



           5       of the house.



           6                 If you go back to the pictures, I believe there is



           7       a shot of Ottawa Street.  Keep going.



           8                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  I only have the ones of



           9       Oak.



          10                 MR. STACY ZAVITZ:  Well there was a shot of Ottawa.



          11       Right here.



          12                 So this is Ottawa Street, and this is the back side



          13       of my property right here.  And I had to put my own drain in



          14       here because the watershed is -- I'm basically the toilet



          15       bowl for all of Strawberry Point.  I'm very frustrated,



          16       flooding constantly.  You know, you can't even leave -- I



          17       feel like a hostage in my house and I take very good care of



          18       my property, my house.



          19                 And so when I try to deal with these things over



          20       the last three, four, five years, it's just batting it back



          21       and forth.  That's why I appreciate something like this



          22       happening finally that we can solve the problem.



          23                 I don't know if the problems exist with the leach



          24       basins, because where all this water contributes from the



          25       north, south, east and west of that area, it funnels
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           1       everywhere around me.



           2                 And these leaching basins, there is one here and



           3       one across the street on Oak.  I guess I didn't know that



           4       nobody did not have to maintain these, so I maintain this



           5       one, it got upset, and this one was cleaned out.  But it can



           6       only handle so much water, it's a very old system.  I get



           7       that.



           8                 They did update the one on Franklin Street in front



           9       of my house.  But there again, now we're up to a four-foot



          10       leach basin that does leach out, but can only handle so much



          11       of the water for that area.  And once it fills up, I'm a



          12       swimming pool.  One foot deep in the backyard, through the



          13       windows, through the basement, and on and on and on.



          14                 And it doesn't have anything to do with the snow



          15       melt, it has to do with all the water runoff.  I can't stress



          16       that enough.



          17                 I don't know what other people's problems are, but



          18       that's a big problem for me.



          19                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  Sir, could you come up for



          20       a minute?  I can't find Franklin Street.



          21                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Right here.



          22                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  You think that's the low



          23       spot of all of this?



          24                 MR. STACY ZAVITZ:  Well there is humps here.  You



          25       have different elevations.  So this is the highest elevation.
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           1       That funnels down, this funnels down, and this funnels down.



           2                 So I'm --



           3                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  You're basically the



           4       low spot.



           5                 MR. STACY ZAVITZ:  Right.



           6                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  Okay, thank you.



           7                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Okay.  Any other --



           8       okay.



           9                 The gentleman with the yellow hat?



          10                 MR. MILTON REDICK:  I'm going to shout.



          11                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  We can hear you.



          12                 MR. MILTON REDICK:  My name is Milton Redick.  I



          13       live on Laura.  I am in the district.



          14                 Do you want my address?  17170 Laura Street, Spring



          15       Lake.



          16                 These are picky -- the law says this is a three-man



          17       board.  And I see four, is that right?



          18                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  No, three man.



          19                 MR. MILTON REDICK:  You're the three.



          20                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  We're the three.



          21                 MR. MILTON REDICK:  Maybe you or the county guy, is



          22       Coles a private street or public street?



          23                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Coles Park is a



          24       public I think.



          25                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Public.
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           1                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Coles Park is a



           2       public street.



           3                 MR. MILTON REDICK:  It's not on the map, that's why



           4       I asked.



           5                 Let's see.  Was the petition signed by five members



           6       or can the township petition?



           7                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  The township



           8       petitioned for this.



           9                 MR. MILTON REDICK:  The law says five people, is



          10       that different than --



          11                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  I don't know how



          12       many people are on the board.



          13                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  So there is two ways --



          14                 MR. MILTON REDICK:  It's legal anyways?



          15                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Yes.



          16                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  Yes.



          17                 MR. MILTON REDICK:  Thank you very much.



          18                 A drainage district is the same as a watershed?



          19                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  That's correct.



          20                 MR. MILTON REDICK:  I am in a hole.  And as the



          21       engineer probably knows, my land does not drain into that



          22       pipe.  Okay.



          23                 So can you have -- fundamentally can you have a



          24       district with a bunch of little areas that are not connected



          25       by one pipe?
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           1                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  Do you want me to answer



           2       that?



           3                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Answer that.



           4                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  So, yes, there are --



           5       we've worked on a significant number of drain projects where



           6       we have multiple different branches in different parts of the



           7       drainage district that maybe even discharge to different



           8       water courses.



           9                 So, yes.



          10                 MR. MILTON REDICK:  The Supreme Court probably



          11       would be on my side because it says the watershed is water



          12       that drains to a certain point, okay, one point.  And so it



          13       seems like you'd have to have five different districts to



          14       meet the law, but that's not important to me right now.



          15                 I like the idea that you brought up of these



          16       basins, I didn't even know we had some.  I think if you took



          17       photos, somebody ought to do this, take the photos two days



          18       after the rain, all the water is gone.  So as you imply, it's



          19       raining into the ground.  I got a great big puddle in front



          20       of my house.  But, you know, the next day it's gone because



          21       the water is not -- the water table is at least, in Spring



          22       Lake, with the land in that area, is at least ten to twelve



          23       feet high, as you're implying.  It's all up.  It's not flat



          24       like you're talking about.



          25                 So basically I'm in favor of this project because
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           1       the approach is good, you don't have to build big pipes,



           2       right, we're lucky that we're on a sand dune, right?



           3                 So we can kind of improve as he's implied, there is



           4       a really whole lot of work being done on this infiltration



           5       stuff, as you can see all around town, you know.  That new



           6       housing development, down in the village, all of that's in



           7       the ground.



           8                 So I'm in favor of it.  Go for it.



           9                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Thank you, sir.



          10                 We're going to go to the gentleman with the scarf?



          11                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  No, I don't have anything.



          12                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Okay.



          13                 The young lady back there?



          14                 MS. HEIDI TICE:  Hi, my name is Heidi Tice, and I



          15       live at 63 South 8th Avenue in Fruitport, I'm representing an



          16       owner on Coles Park at 17362 Coles Park.



          17                 And I do know some about the Drain Code, the drain



          18       laws, but the drains were put in to do -- to take water out



          19       of yards, not roads.  So I'm curious as to why the road



          20       commission isn't removing the water that we see -- hi, Ron,



          21       that we see on the roads.  I mean that would be their own



          22       problem to take care of.



          23                 She's not in favor of -- there is a drain that



          24       comes right next to hers, so she knows where her water is



          25       going.  And if that drains needs cleaned out, she's very much
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           1       in favor of maintaining it and getting that drain cleaned



           2       out.  Because that's a definitive thing that needs to be



           3       done, it's an established drain.



           4                 But all of the other little problems around are



           5       not -- it's not going to benefit the people on Coles Park



           6       that have a drain right there because their water is not



           7       leaving that area.  It's -- if it's designed properly, that



           8       drain should be taking their water out and it actually goes



           9       to Spring Lake.



          10                 So curious as to why you're extending drain



          11       watershed and not actually getting that watershed to go to



          12       the drain, that that's what the drain commissioner would do.



          13                 Instead if it's in the roads, then get the road



          14       commission to get it off our roads.



          15                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  Can I --



          16                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  I'm going to go the



          17       engineer.



          18                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  So you asked a good



          19       question and this is probably good for everybody to know.



          20                 Let's say we have the Coles Park Drain, let's just



          21       say that we put in three different separate systems.



          22                 People that contribute water to Coles Park, we



          23       would work through this when we did assessments, the people



          24       on Coles Park aren't going to pay for work that was done on



          25       the drain that we put in maybe a half mile away.
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           1                 MS. HEIDI TICE:  Their apportionments would be much



           2       smaller.



           3                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  Correct.  So that's stuff



           4       that we address later down the line, once we design the



           5       project.  We'll probably delineate some districts so that the



           6       people that are contributing to one of -- if we had three



           7       drains, would only pay for the one that they're contributing



           8       water to.  So it would be addressed when we did the



           9       apportionment.



          10                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Okay.  I think we're



          11       getting confused on calling this whole thing Coles Park



          12       Drain.



          13                 MS. HEIDI TICE:  Right.



          14                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  When it's a basic



          15       area in Spring Lake Township.  Is this not correct?



          16                 MS. HEIDI TICE:  That has high water going on.



          17                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  The only outlet, the



          18       only actual county drain we have there is Coles Park Drain.



          19                 So I think what they're doing is incorporating all



          20       this into that drain district and probably very little of it



          21       will end up going through Coles Park Drain.  Is that correct?



          22                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  That's correct.



          23                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  So I mean I think



          24       the confusing part here is the fact that we've got a large



          25       area there, there is problems here, problems here, a problem
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           1       here, and we only have one drain.  So we're calling it the



           2       Coles Park Drain.



           3                 MS. HEIDI TICE:  Right.



           4                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  Right.



           5                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  And it's very,



           6       very possible that if need be, that we're going to work over



           7       here, and it aint even going to go through the Coles Park



           8       Drain, but it will all be named the same thing.  It's in name



           9       only.



          10                 MS. HEIDI TICE:  Okay.  Well that is her concern is



          11       that she's right on that so she just doesn't feel that --



          12                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  I would imagine the



          13       people on Coles Park Drive don't really have a big problem



          14       because they got a drain that goes through there.



          15                 MS. HEIDI TICE:  They don't.  Their basements are



          16       dry, they don't have standing water on the lawn.



          17                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  So I think that



          18       answers your question?



          19                 MS. HEIDI TICE:  Yep, that does, and I will pass



          20       that along.  Thank you very much.



          21                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Thank you.



          22                 Yes?



          23                 MR. MATT RAY:  I'm Matt Ray.  I have actually three



          24       properties in the Strawberry Point area that would be in this



          25       district.
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           1                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  (Inaudible.)



           2                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Louder.  Right over



           3       here by the engineer.



           4                 MR. MATT RAY:  17340 Oak, 17304 Oak and 15773



           5       Cherry Street.



           6                 None of them have water in the basement, but I am



           7       familiar with the flooding that's in the area.  I do support



           8       something being done to help eliminate that, particularly at



           9       Beach Street.



          10                 But as I mentioned, as they showed the photographs



          11       I'm not sure this is the right time to be approaching that



          12       project because it is -- lake water levels being high in that



          13       area.



          14                 I also noticed that's not part of the district.



          15                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  I was going to ask



          16       you about the picture because there was a picture and you



          17       commented on it right away that you thought that pond was in



          18       relationship to the level of the lake.



          19                 MR. MATT RAY:  Yeah.  So as I walked that area



          20       during the storm events this summer, it's trying to drain.



          21       They are, as John said, they had to remove the sidewalk, but



          22       it is in direct relationship to the storm events that are



          23       occurring.



          24                 And whether -- it is trying to drain through the



          25       sand off of the road, it just can't go quick enough.
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           1                 It's the same thing that's happening in the



           2       photographs on Oak Street.  It wasn't that bad of ponding



           3       years back when I first purchased the property, but it is



           4       much worse now.



           5                 And I'm not familiar with Ottawa Street, I haven't



           6       driven by that in a storm event.



           7                 But I think the subdistricts, I think something



           8       should be done.  I just don't know that this is the right



           9       time to do it because we're at such abnormal levels and I



          10       have a well on one of my properties and that well water, I've



          11       checked the table in that, and it is significantly higher.



          12                 So I don't think even putting in these draining



          13       ones is going to solve it as quickly as it should today.



          14                 That's all.



          15                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Okay, thank you.



          16                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  Can I ask you a question,



          17       sir?  How many years ago was it dry?  You said awhile ago.



          18                 MR. MATT RAY:  Well five years -- even three years



          19       ago it would dry within -- at least in my area within 24



          20       hours.



          21                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  Before the water table



          22       went up.



          23                 MR. MATT RAY:  Yes.  The water has really come up



          24       in the last three years.



          25                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  Okay.
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           1                 MR. MATT RAY:  Nothing in the basement.



           2                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Okay.  Since we --



           3       second row there?  The gentleman with the glasses?



           4                 MR. MATTHEW WARNER:  Okay.  I'll try standing over



           5       here.



           6                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Good spot.



           7                 MR. MATTHEW WARNER:  My name is Matthew Warner, my



           8       property is at 17376 Blandford Avenue.



           9                 And I have an issue with the water drainage coming



          10       down Margaret, on the corner of Blandford and Margaret.  And



          11       most of the water comes down the street on Margaret into my



          12       garage area.



          13                 And I get flooding, you can see the curb, it comes



          14       down the curb and then kind of collects in my garage.  So I



          15       get standing water in my garage every moderate rainfall.



          16                 So I tried to see if it was just the flow at the



          17       curb, and it was -- it looks like the -- it comes back -- let



          18       me give this to you.



          19                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Okay.



          20                 MR. MATTHEW WARNER:  So, yeah.  It goes -- the



          21       water flows down to the end of the street, that's the end of



          22       Margaret on the east end.



          23                 And the -- and then it comes back up and around and



          24       it kind of -- water settles there.  There is a stone area



          25       there that that water settles in.
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           1                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Okay.



           2                 MR. MATTHEW WARNER:  So that's why I'm in support



           3       of the project and to further study to see about how to



           4       alleviate the rain water issue here.



           5                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Okay, thank you very



           6       much.



           7                 The gentleman with glasses?



           8                 MR. BILL BOICE:  My name is Bill Boice, and I live



           9       at 17371 Lake Beach, I'm right on the lake.



          10                 I don't have a problem with water at my house, but



          11       I have to sympathize with, what, Stacy?



          12                 When I drive down Franklin to get to Margaret to



          13       get to my house, many, many times there is a puddle right in



          14       his yard because the road is full of water, and so his yard



          15       has water in it.  It would be on the west side of the yard --



          16       the yard that's west of your house?



          17                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Correct.



          18                 MR. BILL BOICE:  So I have sympathy for him.  And



          19       that road needs a drain or needs something.  That road is not



          20       good.



          21                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Thank you.



          22                 Young lady?



          23                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  It's probably not the road,



          24       it's underneath the road.



          25                 MS. KATHY BAILEY:  I live at 17 -- 15845 Pine.  I'm
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           1       also on the lake neighbor and I don't have a problem.



           2                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Your name, please?



           3                 MS. KATHY BAILEY:  Kathy Bailey.



           4                 My house is dry, but we certainly have the lake.



           5       But I also sympathize with Stacy because I think it started



           6       like four years ago, maybe?  And he's put in a lot of work



           7       and a lot of time and I swear he's the hardest worker I've



           8       ever seen.



           9                 So I also think something needs to be done because



          10       I deal with driving by his house everyday and sometimes it



          11       just turns into a big ice rink also.



          12                 So the other question I had is do you have a map of



          13       where the leaching drains are?



          14                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  I don't have



          15       nothing.



          16                 MS. KATHY BAILEY:  I mean somebody?  Does somebody?



          17       Because I don't think anyone knew that they had to maintain



          18       their own leaching drains.



          19                 So that's my thought.



          20                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Okay.  We don't



          21       really know where everything is out there yet.  Okay.



          22                 ROAD COMMISSION JERRY OLMAN:  Even at the road



          23       commission our records show very little as far as drainage in



          24       that area.  It's not good.



          25                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  No, that's not good.
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           1                 We're going to go to the third row back.  The



           2       gentleman?  Or the lady in the red coat?



           3                 Fourth row back, we're going to start on that side.



           4                 MR. ROBERT METZLER:  My name is Robert Metzler, I



           5       live at 15725 Beach Drive.



           6                 I am one of those wonderful people that have a



           7       lake, we fondly call it Lake Metzler in front of our house.



           8       I have pictures.



           9                 CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  What's your address, sir?



          10                 MR. ROBERT METZLER:  15725 Beach.  I am right on



          11       the corner of Coles Park.



          12                 I do have one of those catch basins that this



          13       gentleman talked about.  Unfortunately there is only four



          14       feet that I can see down, right now currently into it, it's



          15       been filled up year after year.  And I understand that a lot



          16       of people, I guess this is a fate thing, that a lot of people



          17       said, well the water level is going up, the water level is



          18       going up.



          19                 I have been making phone calls, I've lived at that



          20       residence for 20 years and been making phone calls and stuff



          21       like that to the police about putting high water stuff up on



          22       there and everything like that for 15 years.



          23                 This happened way before we had any water problems.



          24       I just recently found out about the catch basin.  And I



          25       understand the engineering behind it and everything like
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           1       that, only if it was effective.  And it is not effective to



           2       the point that we get any substantial rain, any time



           3       throughout the year, it will go and flood in front of my



           4       house first, then it will go into my landscaping.  Then it



           5       will go in and I have a cement slab that has the heating



           6       ducts, the ceramic heating ducts underneath the house and



           7       fills up those ducts.



           8                 I have bought two pumps.  I'm out there with the



           9       ladder and a nice little gerry-rig out there pumping water



          10       into my backyard because I have a decent-sized lot there.



          11                 Also I have seen it other places throughout there



          12       where the catch basins are, around the -- I live right across



          13       from the graveyard in Spring Lake, right across from Beach,



          14       so they're not contributing anything right now.



          15                 However, last year they did go and eliminate a lot



          16       of trees and regrade, and that added a causing problem which



          17       it actually had water all the way from our side all the way



          18       to the other side.



          19                 That has -- that part I see that there isn't the



          20       runoff to it and I brought that to their attention as well.



          21       So they made sure that the grade was going into their little



          22       catch ditch right there.



          23                 So, yes, this is a concern of mine.  This is -- I'm



          24       one of the main reasons why they're having this.  And I



          25       understand you need to identify what drainage district
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           1       systems they are.  I understand as this gentleman said it's



           2       not cost effective to run it all the way from my house 12



           3       houses down plus a beach to connect to that system.  It's



           4       mainly I want to go and see that this catch basin is going to



           5       be effective.  Whether we go and run it across, up and



           6       underneath the street, over to where the graveyard is.  I



           7       don't think those people mind very much if they have a little



           8       water.  But still, you know.  They're dying to get in there,



           9       really.



          10                 That's my piece.



          11                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Okay, thank you very



          12       much.



          13                 The pictures are really helpful.  I wouldn't have



          14       thought out there by the cemetery you'd have that problem.



          15                 MR. ROBERT METZLER:  And Mr. Bush has some more of



          16       our pictures as well.



          17                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Thank you.



          18                 Okay.  We'll go to --



          19                 MR. JOE PADAVIC:  Morning.  My name is Joe Padavic.



          20       I live at 17297 Coles Park, just two doors up from Rob.



          21                 Fortunately I'm on the high end so I might be



          22       sending some water down the hill towards Rob, towards Beach



          23       but it also goes towards the lake.  But there is a catch



          24       basin at the bottom of the hill that's two doors down from



          25       me, and the water will sit there.  It's not as extensive as
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           1       Rob's but it will sit there until it eventually leaches into



           2       the ground.



           3                 The drainage that runs off of Spring Lake services



           4       the last eight homes on there.  But going north from there --



           5       or south from there, there is a catch basin like I said two



           6       doors down from me and one at the corner by Rob.  So it's



           7       Lake Metzler, like he said.



           8                 When he's out of town he gives me a yell and says,



           9       check his ducts, to make sure he's not flooding inside the



          10       house.



          11                 So whether the water sits there for ten minutes or



          12       for two days, it's going to end up in a basement in five



          13       minutes.  So it will drain out in two days, it's already into



          14       the basement five minutes after it gets to the house.



          15                 So thanks.



          16                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Thank you, sir.



          17                 MS. JOAN BAILEY:  I'm in the last row.



          18                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Are we to the last



          19       row?  Okay.  Your name and address, please.



          20                 MS. JOAN BAILEY:  I'll speak loudly.  Joan Bailey,



          21       17300 Coles Park.



          22                 It's a rental that we've owned, we've owned it



          23       since 2012.  So we don't actually live there but we're there



          24       quite a bit, and I've talked to my renters, and from since



          25       2012 we've never had problems at all.  We're very fortunate,
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           1       we're kind of top of the hill.  No water problems in the



           2       basement, no drainage problems, nothing like that.



           3                 So I feel fortunate, but I empathize with all of



           4       you that do have problems because obviously it is a big



           5       problem.



           6                 A couple questions that I had because I'm not too



           7       familiar with drain commission, I'm just wondering is it



           8       because it's an older area that there is only one drain



           9       that's going into the lake in that particular area?  That's



          10       my first question.



          11                 Number two, can the leaching basins be replaced?



          12       Is that something that's more cost effective?



          13                 And third thing I want to know is is part of this



          14       the road commission's responsibility or isn't it?  Those are



          15       kind of generic big picture questions I have because I don't



          16       personally have a problem.  So I would just like some of



          17       those things answered.



          18                 And I do think just based on the pictures and the



          19       flooding and things like that something probably does need to



          20       be done because obviously I wouldn't want to live like you or



          21       you or a lot of people having the issues.  But I just need to



          22       know some big picture questions.



          23                 Thank you.



          24                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Do you want to



          25       answer some of those big picture questions?
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           1                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  Yes.  So the Coles Park



           2       drain was put in in 1972, which I'm probably fairly certain



           3       that the plat was done well before that.



           4                 MS. JOAN BAILEY:  Like a hundred years ago.



           5                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  So they probably at that



           6       time had an issue with water going in the driveways, into



           7       homes and petitioned the drain commissioner and said, can you



           8       do something about this and they put the pipe in in 1972.  I



           9       assume that's how that happened.



          10                 Your question about the road commission, in just



          11       talking about an apportionment in general, so it's not just



          12       the property owners that pay a portion of the costs.  The



          13       road commission will pay a portion of the cost for their



          14       benefits to public roadways.  Spring Lake Township will pay a



          15       portion.  That's pretty much for public health benefit, and



          16       that's determined by Joe, what he wants those percentage to



          17       be at.



          18                 So there are at-large percentages that come right



          19       off the top before you start to determine what individual



          20       apportionments are.  And typically how we do property



          21       assessments, it's primarily based on the size of the property



          22       that you own, what it's being used for relative to is it all



          23       pervious where nothing is allowed to infiltrate like a house,



          24       a driveway; do you have a big lawn that allows water to



          25       infiltrate that is impervious.  Those people that have more
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           1       impervious would pay less than somebody that, for instance



           2       like a Meijer parking lot that runs off everything is going



           3       to have a much higher apportionment percentage.  That's the



           4       two main factors that we look at.



           5                 But you're also going to have the branch factors



           6       that I talked about where you may have three different drains



           7       irrespective of each other that would only pay for what



           8       they're contributing to that specific drain.



           9                 MS. JOAN BAILEY:  Well what about the leach basins



          10       that he brought up?  Is that something that is replaceable or



          11       how does that work specifically?



          12                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  So just like most



          13       infrastructure it needs to be maintained.  If it's maintained



          14       properly, every five to ten years, they have a long lifespan.



          15                 MS. JOAN BAILEY:  Has anybody maintained them at



          16       all?



          17                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  No, and that's what I was



          18       getting at with the orphan drain system.  Right now nobody is



          19       taking responsibility for maintaining those and part of this



          20       process is to get an entity to be able to have a mechanism to



          21       go in and maintain those.



          22                 So if you had a leach basin on your property, you



          23       saw that it was having a problem, you could call the Water



          24       Resources Commissioner's office, they would send somebody out



          25       to fix that.  Whereas now there is no mechanism in place for
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           1       that to happen.



           2                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  What do they do to maintain it?



           3                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  So you're going to get



           4       sediment into these basins.  So you're going to want -- they



           5       vac them out and do it that way.



           6                 The detail that we had, if I can get to it quickly,



           7       is we not only have the structure but we have -- you see this



           8       pipe that actually comes out of it (indicating).  So -- and



           9       that's a perforated pipe.  So not only do you have the leach



          10       basin itself that has holes in it that allows the water to



          11       infiltrate; but you also, in this particular case we extend a



          12       perforated pipe out so you have more area for that water to



          13       infiltrate.



          14                 MS. JOAN BAILEY:  Aren't there leaching basins like



          15       all around the different areas?  Are none of them maintained?



          16       I mean outside this district even.  I'm curious about that



          17       there is no responsibility that's been taken generically for



          18       the entire area.



          19                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  Well Joe can speak for the



          20       fact that he's taking over orphan drains at an alarming rate.



          21       I mean there is so many of them out there and he's just



          22       started the process with individual townships, he can only do



          23       so many BODs in a year.



          24                 MS. JOAN BAILEY:  Right.  But I'm just saying it



          25       seems kind of strange to me that no one has taken
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           1       responsibility for it.



           2                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  I think Jerry can



           3       probably answer that.



           4                 ROAD COMMISSION JERRY OLMAN:  Well for example he



           5       had a photo of the corner of Rhoda and was it Benjamin?  We



           6       had a call this past summer that the sediment was built up,



           7       it was draining very slowly, there was water on the road.  So



           8       we sent a vac truck out and vacuumed out that sediment.



           9                 But beyond that, one problem with leaching basins



          10       is that over time, you know, oil leaks off of vehicles, and



          11       all those little holes that are in these leaching basins end



          12       up getting sealed off.  And with that sediment that builds up



          13       the, the sediment gets in those pores or those small holes



          14       and that reduces the life expectancy of the leaching basins.



          15                 So eventually they do need to be replaced.  It's



          16       not something that lasts forever.



          17                 MS. JOAN BAILEY:  All right.  I guess my final



          18       question is if it goes through and you do the apportionments



          19       and whatever percentage it ends up being, is that over a



          20       period of like ten years, 20 years or whatever that gets



          21       added to your tax bill?  Is that how that works?



          22                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  Yep.  So once we know what



          23       the overall cost is, we kind of -- and Joe really makes the



          24       call, but we try to make it so what's affordable for these



          25       folks.  I mean do we spread it over three years?  Is it a big
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           1       enough cost where we spread it over five or ten?  That's a



           2       decision that Joe makes and it's individual to each project.



           3                 We want to try to make it reasonable and affordable



           4       for everybody to be able to pay that.



           5                 MS. JOAN BAILEY:  Because I think we just got done



           6       paying all of us for something in (inaudible), right?  There



           7       was a 20-year assessment or what (inaudible).



           8                 THE REPORTER:  I'm sorry, ma'am.  If you're going



           9       to keep talking, I'll need you to come back up here.  I can't



          10       hear you.



          11                 MS. JOAN BAILEY:  There was another assessment that



          12       we all just got done paying for relative to Spring Lake, I



          13       believe.  It was some special assessment that had been going



          14       on for 20 years, I believe, which is now done.



          15                 So that's why I asked that question because I



          16       didn't know how long it would be spread out and that kind of



          17       thing.



          18                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  And at the end if we



          19       have -- if we end up having a project, there is always the



          20       review process once the project is going to be assessed.



          21                 MS. JOAN BAILEY:  Okay, thank you.



          22                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Is there anybody



          23       else that hasn't spoke?  Yes, sir?



          24                 MR. PATRICK KENNEDY:  Patrick Kennedy, 17384 Coles



          25       Park, down the street.  My family has lived there since 1916.
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           1       I'm 74 and I was raised there.



           2                 High water, low water, that catch basin up at the



           3       end of that road is constantly -- okay.  Now I know water



           4       runs downhill, and I can sit down there at the end and watch



           5       it go into Spring Lake, now it's underwater because the water



           6       is high.  But that has nothing to do.  It seems to me that



           7       that catch basin is lower, or is in the piping running down.



           8       I am for the project.



           9                 That's all I got to say.



          10                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Thank you.



          11                 MR. PATRICK KENNEDY:  You're welcome.



          12                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Okay.  If everybody



          13       has told me what they -- do we have anybody else?



          14                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  No.



          15                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Okay.  I didn't see



          16       you, I'm sorry.



          17                 Okay, then I would take a motion to close --



          18                 MR. MILTON REDICK:  I'm Milt Redick, 17170 Laura.



          19                 The engineer suggested we might have three



          20       different projects, quite possible.  Can they proceed if one



          21       of them doesn't want to do it?  Do you have another hearing



          22       for each one so I can complain so I don't have to pay for



          23       that -- well that's what he said, I don't have to pay for the



          24       one a half mile away.



          25                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  You're not going to
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           1       have to.  They'll split this up so if you're not -- your



           2       water doesn't go through something, you aint paying for it.



           3                 MR. MILTON REDICK:  No.  No.  But the



           4       apportionment, we are against it.  Can you proceed with two



           5       out of the three projects that he presents?  Or is it one big



           6       project?



           7                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  I think this is



           8       going to be one project.



           9                 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLOK:  One project.



          10                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Okay.



          11                 Is there something new?



          12                 MR. MATT RAY:  Is this project going to address the



          13       Beach and Lake intersection?  Or not because it's not drawn



          14       in this map right now?



          15                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  If it's not within



          16       these boundaries, can we expand?



          17                 OTTAWA COUNTY WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  No.



          18                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  If it's not within



          19       these boundaries, no.



          20                 MR. MATT RAY:  Is there another area to address



          21       that?  Because I think that's one of the major areas right



          22       now.



          23                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  So the area --- wherever



          24       we -- it's hard to figure where that, exactly that line is



          25       because we don't have an aerial image, but a lot of that
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           1       water is running down that hill that gets to that spot.  We



           2       would probably do something right at that point to intercept



           3       it before it ran into that spot, if in fact our boundary line



           4       doesn't include that area.



           5                 MR. MATT RAY:  So there will be another district



           6       even though we flow to that?  Everything on Beach Street is



           7       flowing down to that, so a lot of this district is going to



           8       that area and impacting that, but you're saying that could be



           9       another district or were --



          10                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  No.  No.  I'm just saying



          11       that we could potentially intercept that water before it gets



          12       to that area where it's ponding now.  So there would be



          13       infrastructure put in place there.



          14                 MR. MATT RAY:  Okay.  And then what about the



          15       others that are draining to that same watershed, the ones



          16       that are up Lake Street and --



          17                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  They would be included in



          18       the assessment for that for whatever those improvements are.



          19                 MR. MATT RAY:  Would it make more sense to draw a



          20       watershed around the actual area with the largest impact



          21       right now versus what we have here?



          22                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  That's what I was talking



          23       about with the subdistricts that we would do based on this



          24       overall one.



          25                 So if we did something there, the people that
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           1       contributed water to whatever improvements we did there,



           2       would be included in that subdistrict.



           3                 This is the district that's before this board



           4       today, there is not going to be any other.



           5                 (SEVERAL PEOPLE SPEAKING OVER EACH OTHER.)



           6                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  I'm only referring to



           7       subdistrict in the sense of the apportionment, that's it.



           8                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Okay.



           9                 MR. ROBERT METZLER:  Can I make one more?  Robert



          10       Metzler, 15725 Beach Drive.



          11                 I did want to make a note though as far as we're



          12       talking about the water and being built up again too is that



          13       one of the problems that we have had, and I don't know if



          14       Stacy has had this problem over there as well, is just before



          15       the thaw, and we get a lot of rain and everything like that,



          16       before the ground is fully thawed, that becomes a big problem



          17       as well.



          18                 So like that's why I kind of want to put an



          19       emphasis, this happens throughout the year, this is not



          20       happening at one certain time.



          21                 Of course when the snow and everything is frozen,



          22       no problem.  But when you have runoff and you have frost that



          23       starts less than six feet down, that builds up that basin,



          24       and that's something to consider.



          25                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Okay.  Then at that
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           1       point, I think we've heard from everybody.



           2                 I'm going to close this hearing, the public portion



           3       of this hearing.



           4                 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLOK:  I'll support



           5       that.



           6                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  And, Rich, I'd like



           7       to ask what your thoughts are on this.



           8                 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLOK:  Well let me -- I



           9       just want to consult my notes here.



          10                 I would say that based on the public comment that



          11       obviously there is a necessity.  So -- and everyone, pretty



          12       much everyone, not everyone, but spoke in favor of --



          13                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Something.



          14                 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLOK:  -- of doing



          15       something.  And I think Ryan, our engineer, in his



          16       presentation told us that the -- we have the boundaries that



          17       are laid out here, but he said that some of those could --



          18       there was flexibility.  And so I think that's a good thing.



          19                 And Jerry from the road commission, at the very



          20       beginning made the comment that these leaching basins have



          21       fulfilled their lifetime use.  And so obviously from their



          22       perspective something has to be done.



          23                 And so I would speak in favor of the necessity for



          24       this.



          25                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  I have a question for you
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           1       two guys.



           2                 The way I'm looking at this comment section, let's



           3       say 5 percent of the property owners attended this meeting



           4       that are affected here on the map, okay.  Half of them didn't



           5       have a problem.  They support what they're proposing, but



           6       they didn't have a problem, they're never wet.



           7                 So you're talking about a very limited number of



           8       people in this area that have an issue.  Severe issues when



           9       they have them like the gentleman over here have.  That's one



          10       thing, okay.



          11                 The next thing is, like I said, the lake water is



          12       the highest it's ever been.



          13                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  This area is well



          14       above the lake level.



          15                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  Right.  Is it?



          16                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  It is.



          17                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  So that doesn't affect



          18       this at all.



          19                 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLOK:  No.



          20                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  That answers that.  That's



          21       my question.  Okay.



          22                 I think those are the only things I'd like to



          23       discuss.  I don't know.  I don't know where you assess a



          24       whole district for a limited number of -- I agree there is a



          25       problem.







                                         56

�









           1                 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLOK:  But I think in



           2       terms of assessing the whole district, it was pointed out, I



           3       think, that that may not be the case.  I mean it depends on



           4       where -- if we would approve it, the Water Resource



           5       Commissioner would have to do a cost-benefit analysis and



           6       determine what's the scope of the project and what are the



           7       parameters for that project, and that would determine at some



           8       point what the apportionment would be for residents.



           9                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  I understand that.  But we



          10       got -- we have residents here, this gentleman lives here, he



          11       doesn't have a problem, the guy right next door does, okay,



          12       Joe is going to have a tough time differentiating.



          13                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  That's not our



          14       problem.



          15                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  I know that.  I'm being



          16       realistic.



          17                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  But that's what



          18       the --



          19                 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLOK:  That's the



          20       purview really of the Water Resources Commissioner, and the



          21       engineer to look at that.



          22                 And they wouldn't look at it if we would say, there



          23       is really not a problem, so let's just leave it the way it



          24       is.  So it would not be addressed, in my opinion, it wouldn't



          25       be addressed appropriately.







                                         57

�









           1                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  Okay.  Another question



           2       that I have, fixing the leaching basins seems like the first



           3       response to me.  It sounds like there is a problem with them,



           4       correct?



           5                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Um-hum.



           6                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  So I guess what do we do,



           7       are we addressing is this a problem or are we addressing to



           8       go forward?



           9                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  If we say no,



          10       there -- it's going to stay status quo.  Nothing will be



          11       fixed.



          12                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  Well there is a problem.



          13                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Okay.  That's what



          14       we needed you to say.



          15                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  Is everybody happy?



          16                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Okay.  Basically I



          17       think -- I've been on a lot of these boards, and I think the



          18       biggest question on this particular drain is calling it Coles



          19       Park Drain, and not Strawberry Point Drain.  I think if we



          20       would have called it Strawberry Point Drain, everybody would



          21       say, okay, this is all part of the drain.  We're not just



          22       singling out Coles Park as being the only problem child



          23       because Coles Park really isn't the problem child, they have



          24       a drain already.



          25                 It's -- it's incorporating a lot of things.  Maybe
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           1       drains out to Spring Lake different ways, maybe leaching



           2       basins fixed, maybe -- I think this is going to be a real



           3       difficult project to make everybody happy.



           4                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  That's what I'm saying.



           5                 (At 11:20 a.m. went off the record.)



           6                  (At 11:23 a.m. went on the record.)



           7                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Basically what I'm



           8       going to call for is a motion, and the motion is in front of



           9       us here.



          10                 Yep, it's a motion on the decision of necessity.  I



          11       need a motion.



          12                 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLOK:  Mr. Chairman, I



          13       would make the motion that the proposed maintenance and



          14       improvement of the Coles Park Drain as petitioned as of



          15       September 9, 2019 is necessary and conducive to the public



          16       health, safety, convenience and welfare.



          17                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Do we have a second?



          18                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  I'll second that.



          19                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Move and seconded.



          20                 Is there any discussion?



          21                 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLOK:  No. I think --



          22                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  All in favor, say



          23       aye.



          24                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  Aye.



          25                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Aye.
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           1                 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.



           2                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Opposed?



           3                 It's carried.



           4                 That completes this meeting.



           5                 I wish the Drain Commissioner well on this one



           6       because it's going to be a lot of different little things to



           7       take care of, and it's probably going to be a difficult one



           8       to do.



           9                 Thank you very much for your attendance and your



          10       input into this meeting.



          11                 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you very



          12       much.



          13                     (BOD concluded at 11:21 a.m.)
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1 Spring Lake, M chigan 1 It'scalled Mchigan Drain Gode, and this is kind of what |

2 Decenber 5, 2019 - 10:00 a.m 2 live by, thisis state law If you ever want to know about

3 PROCEED NS 3 it and you get bored, it's a thin read but very interesting.

4 WATER RESOLRCES OO JCE BUSH V' || go ahead and 4 S l'mjust doing the legal process, that's why we're here.

5 get the meeting started, or public hearing. 5 | don't have a project yet because it hasn't been

6 | appreciate everybody taking the time this norning 6 deened necessary, based on public conment. These three

7 tocomes to the Coles Drain public hearing, so we appreciate 7 gentlenen have not been out there, nor do | share wth them

8 that. 8 the issues, because they want to hear it fromthe people so

9 M nane i s Joe Bush, the Cttawa County Véter 9 I'mnot inthe mddle It's the people who get to voice

10 Resources Gonmissioner, also known as the Drain Gommi ssi oner. 10 their concerns or opinions or problens to these three

11  Same position, just a different title, back in 2012. 11 gentlemen, and then they' |l make a decision. Gnce | give

12 People are like wel| what about it? VEll thisisa 12 themthe oath, they will pick a chair, they'll run the

13 part of the job that we do, and today we are -- you're all 13 meeting and at sone point they'll make a notion to not move

14 invited to a public hearing to talk about the Goles Drain. 14 forvard, if they don't see a necessity, or they will move

15 So we're here today because we were petitioned and 15 forward and that becones a county drain for inprovenents, and

16 what that neans is the township petitioned ny department, 16 that's when | step in and nove forvard. So again, that's why

17 nyself, to hold a public hearing to talk about infrastructure 17 we're here.

18 inthe Goles Drain area. V¢l what does that mean? 18 So ve don't have a project, we don't have a cost,

19 Wien we have a petition, we hold a public hearing 19 we don't have a whole | ot because we need nore infornation

20 and that's why you got invited because you probably live in 20 based on all the other comments we've gotten in ny

21 the watershed or al so known as the drain district. You mght 21 departnent.

22 be outside of it alittle hit, you mght be inside, you mght 22 S I'l1 do afewintroductions and then introduce

23 not think you're init. You could be out of it. 23 people. And then once public comment is here -- everything

24 But we invited people who we think are init, and 24 s court recorded. So Mrgie hereis taking it word for

25 then the engineer -- if you think you're not init, please 25 word, so please come to the mc, speak loudly, your address,
Page 3 Page 5

1 speak up. Because during the public conment tine there will 1 your nane and your concern, nunber one for her; but nunber

2 beatimetosay, well I don't think I'minit, | Iive over 2 two for those three gentlenen, so they can hear you very

3 here, and we'll investigate that. Ve will look into that. 3 clearly.

4 That's why we got an engineer invol ved. 4 And then state where you live and kind of your

5 The other part when we have a petition thereis 5 concerns of water, or you don't have a problem It's okay to

6 usually a problem People have been calling us saying hey, 6 get up and say, we don't have a problem But your water runs

7 we have got some issues over here in this area wth flooding, 7 sonewhere that might be creating sonebody else's problem So

8 water problens, water inny cram space, water. 8 always renenber water runs downhill, and it's very flat over

9 And if you live near Spring Lake, everybody knows 9 there. Soit's hard to say whose water goes where, but we

10 it'sreally highand thereis alot of water issues already, 10 knowthere is quite a fewissues in that area.

11  countyw de, state wide, we have all kinds of issues. 1 S that's -- again we're here to listen, and |

12 So | do appreciate your taking the tine at 10 12 appreciate any infornation that we can get through that

13 o'clock in the norning to figure out what this is all about. 13 process.

14 Today is not ahout a project, because we don't have 14 ¢ don't have a cost, so | don't know how much it's

15 one. Inorder for ne to move forvard with a project, these 15 going to be, and we don't have a project. V¢'Il get that

16 three gentlenen have to make that decision. 16 determnation after this Board of Determnation, if that

17 S0 inthe course of a petition, | have to hold a 17 makes sense.

18 Board of Determination and appoint three peopl e who are not 18 So I'l1 go ahead and introduce the Board, fromleft

19 affiliated with Spring Lake Township or this particular drain 19 toright, Rich VanderK ok, he is from Georgetown Township,

20 district or watershed. 20 he's on the board over there. He's done a lot of these for

21 S | have to appoint three people and then actual ly 21 nefor alot of years, and he's very experienced in Drain

22 come here and then they hear your testinmony, soit's not ne 22 (bde and he knows how the process works legally, so that's

23 who makes the determnation. So when you hear of a Board of 23 why he's appointed to this.

24 Deternination they determne whether we nove forvard or not. 24 Inthe center is Ken Souter. He's got nearly 40

25 People are like, well where does that cone from 25 years of experience at the road commssion in the engineering
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1 department. He's retired. So he's been a part of these 1 And | think | nentioned everybody
2 boards for a nunber of years as well, very experienced wth 2 Again, once | give these gentlenen the oath
3 Drain Gode and al so the process. 3 they'Il run the meeting. Any questions, be sure to ask them
4 And then we have -- oh boy -- Ron Brink. | was 4 and then they'Il inreturn either ask me or the engineer some
5 trying to think. V& had a couple alternates too. 5 questions too
6 BOARD MEMBER RN BRINK | was going to nmake up a 6 S0, gentlenen, please rise, raise your right hand.
7 name. 7 UNKNOMW SPEAKER  Who' s the attorney?
8 VATER RESOLRCES COW JCE BUSH M. Brink has been 8 VATER RESOLRCES COW JCE BUSH  Wo is the
9 on sone of these too, and he's over by Zeel and Township. 9 attorney? V¢ don't have an attorney here. Usually ve mght
10 So none of these people live inthis area as far as 10 have one sonetines, but it's not necessary.
11 they don't have properties, nor do they have any affiliation 1 UNNOM SPEAKER - On your agenda, that's why
12 wvith this kind of a project inthis area Sojust FY, they 12 asked
13 arenot part of Spring Lake Township board. | can't appoint 13 VATER RESORCES QW JCE BUSH  Right. V¢ don't
14 Spring Lake Township board menbers because again they're on 14 have an attorney here today because we didn't feel we needed
15 the board in the township. 15 one, but it's typical wth the agenda that sometines we do
16 And then we got Mrgie our court recorder. And 16 have one here just in case, but we don't have one today
17 like | said everything is word for word. It wll be on our 17 Gent | emen, place raise your right hand.
18 website. | post all the minutes usually about four to six 18 Do you each sol emnly swear that you will faithfully
19 weeks after this neeting, it should be posted on ny website, 19 performand discharge the duties inposed upon you as required
20 MQtawa.Gg. You'll find Witer Resources Comm Ssioner on 20 by lawas menbers of the Board of Determnation appointed by
21 there, the link, and you can find the mnutes. 21 the Gitawa County Véter Resources Conmissioner to deternine
22 V¢ have Larry who is an alternate in the front row 22 the necessity for maintenance and i nprovenent of the Col es
23 here, he's out of Georgetown. He does a lot of these too. 23 Park Drain located in Spring Lake Township, in said county
24 Vi weren't sure if we needed an alternate, but |'monly 24 gentlenen?
25 required to have three, so we wanted to make sure we had 25 BOARD MEMBER KEN SIUTER | do.

Page 7 Page 9
1 plenty of people here for that. 1 BOARD MEVBER R CH VANDER KLXK | do.
2 And then we have Jerry Qman. He's fromthe road 2 BOARD MEMBER RN BRINK | do.
3 commission currently. He's here because there are county 3 BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER  As part of the agenda we
4 roads involved. And there will be a time where he mght get 4 need to elect a chairperson and a secretary. |'Il take a
5 upand say a fewwords fromthe road conmission. 5 motion
6 And then we have Spring Lake Township Supervisor is 6 BOARD MEMBER R CH VANDER KLCK: Il nake a noti on
7 here, and he's in the back, M. Nash. So he's here. 7 that Ken Souter be the chairman
8 Then ny staff, ny chief deputy, Chad is here as 8 BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER | need a second for that
9 wvell as ny senior secretary, Sara. 9 BOARD MEVBER RIN BRINK | mnake a second.
10 And then we have the engineer who is fromEng. And 10 BOARD MEVBER KEN SQUTER  Mbved and seconded t hat
11 they do alot -- they work for probably 25, 30 drain 11 1"l be chairnan.
12 commissi oners across the state. 12 Al in favor, say aye
13 Hs office is in Gand Haven, but their main branch 13 BOARD MEVBER R CH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.
14 is out of Lansing, but they work for multiple drain 14 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER  Aye
15 commissioners or water resources conm ssioners, and does a 15 BOARD MEVBER RN BRINK  Aye.
16 lot of projects for ne, and again, for miltiple drain 16 BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER Al opposed?
17 commissioners. So he is very experienced in water. 17 BOARD CHA RPERSCN KEN SQUTER  Then we al so need a
18 And he'll do a presentation. Kind of do -- showa 18 motion for secretary and |'d make a notion that Rch, you --
19 fewpictures of what he sawout there, and naybe sone 19 BOARD MEMBER RN BRINK | will second that.
20 recommendations; but again we don't have a cost or a project. 20 BOARD CHA RPERSON KEN SQUTER (kay.  Moved and
21 So until these fol ks make that determnation, | 21 seconded that Richis the secretary
22 can't do that, because the nunber one question is what's it 22 Al in favor, say aye
23 going to cost me? | don't have a cost yet. Vé're just 23 BOARD MEMBER R CH VANDER KLXK:  Aye.
24 trying to figure out what we need to do and inprove the area 24 BOARD CHA| RPERSON KEN SQUTER - Aye.
25 if this Board of Deternination deens that necessary. 25 BOARD MEMBER RIN BRINK  Aye.
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1 BOARD CHAl RPERSON KEN SQUTER - (pposed? 1 So vie do a brief analysis, we go to Gtawa County

2 And then third notion that we always nake on this 2 offices, look through the files for the Coles Park Drain. W

3 and basically as one of the chairman in the past has always 3 reviewany maps. V¢ use the GStool on the county's website

4 said, you can summarize Wér & Peace in three minutes very 4 vhich helps us to delineate the drainage district boundary

5 easily, I'dask for anotion that public comment be limted 5 And then | think one of the most inportant things

6 to about three minutes per person. And | need a notion for 6 wedoiswegoout there and ve do field visits. There has

7 that. 7 been a couple rain events |ately where obviously we can see

8 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLXK: | wil | make that 8 where potential issues are at. That also assisted us with

9 notion, M. Chairman. 9 delineating this drain district boundary.

10 BOARD CHA RPERSCN KEN SQUTER - Do | have a second? 10 S0 hoots on the ground is a big thing that we try

1 BOARD MEVMBER RN BRINK | will second that. 11 to do so we can cone to this meeting prepared, give this

12 BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER - Mbved and seconded. 12 board information because obviously they haven't been out

13 Al in favor, say aye. 13 there. Sowe'll go through some of those photos that we've

14 BOARD SECRETARY R CH VANDER KLXK:  Aye. 14 generated.

15 BOARD CHA RPERSON KEN SQUTER  Aye. 15 So the district boundary, basically a way to ook

16 BOARD MEVBER RN BRINK  Aye. 16 at adistrict boundary is it's considered a watershed. And

17 BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER  Ckay. W' re goi ng 17 this green line that's shown on that map as well, that's the

18 tostart out with a wth having the engineer give a synopsis 18 (Qoles Park Drain. That is the only established county drain

19 of this area and what the problens are that he's seeninit, 19 that we have

20 giving an idea of where the Goles Park Drain actual ly |ays, 20 But fromspeaking with Gitawa Gounty, there has

21 andit's all yours. 21 hbeen a lot of issues widespread that go beyond just this

22 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL:  Again, ny nane is Ryan 22 green line and extend kind of throughout this district that

23 MEnhill with Eng. 1'ma professional engineer inthe Sate 23 we've delineated. Soit's little bit different in the fact

24 of Mchigan. V¢ do have offices in Lansing, Gand Haven, 24 that this district that we delineated is probably alittle

25 obviously as Joe mentioned we work with drain conm ssi oners, 25 bit bigger. If we werejust to delineate for water that
Page 11 Page 13

1 water resources commssioners all over the state. 1 contributes to that green line, obviously the district would

2 | do have a short presentation, I'll try to keep it 2 bealot snaller

3 brief. W already talked kind of about an overview of what 3 Wat we' ve done, you can al nost ook at this purple

4 this neeting is for, what the purpose is. 4 line as kind of a study area. This is the area where when we

5 The petition that was generated for this project 5 vent out there we identified issues kind of throughout these

6 was done by Spring Lake Township for maintenance 6 areas. And eventually | think, after we hear the public's

7 inprovenents. 7 feedback, and determne what our project will ultinately be

8 e of the inportant things as well is that the 8 that district may get considerably smaller.

9 petition also has some | anguage in there about extending 9 So adistrict is al the vater that flows to a

10  branches, adding branches and al so addi ng | ands. 10 stormsever system

1 So I'I1 talk about how we went about delineating 1 So with the district boundary that we have right

12 the drainage district boundary because it's little bit larger 12 now there is about 57 acres of land in the district. Al of

13 than just the Goles Park Drain. And that's that green line 13 it isinsection 14 of Spring Lake Township. Again we use

14 that's shown on that exhibit over there. 14 thedSasatool. It's prinarily based on topography and ve

15 So this board's responsibility is basically just to 15 can get those things pretty close with all the technol ogy

16  determine whether a project is necessary based on public, 16 that's out there today

17 health, welfare and convenience. 17 So like we said, the green line, that's the Coles

18 Like | saidwe don't have a project yet, we don't 18  Park Drain, that was established in 1972. That's the only

19 have a design yet. Al of that stuff gets determined |ater 19 actual county drain that the county has the legal authority

20 if this board finds this project necessary. 20 togoin, naintain and inprove

21 S sone of the prelimnary work that we've done -- 21 Everything el se that is out there, you know we

22 and really we don't do a lot of work up front for the main 22 noticed that there is catch basins which are basically

23 purpose that we don't want to spend a bunch of noney up front 23 leaching systens. There is not pipes that extend all the way

24 should this board turn the project down. Coviously we don't 24 to Spring Lake. They're just relying on water getting into

25 want to have a bunch of funds that have been expended. 25 those structures and | eaching into those soils
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1 Al those are private so the road commssion as far 1 rainwater.
2 as we know, and Jerry can expand on this further, doesn't 2 UNKNOMW SPEAKER ~ Ckay
3 mintain those. The townshipisn't in the business of 3 BOARD CHAl RPERSON KEN SQUTER - W' I get to all the
4 mintaining stormsewer systens. Al of those are private 4 other coments. Let's get through his first and we'll get to
5 and there is no mechani smin place for those to be naintained 5 public comments onit.
6 and inproved, whichis alot of the reason that sone of those 6 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL:  This is al ong Beach Sreet
7 systens are surcharging and causing surface flooding as well. 7 as well, again just standing water in sonebody's drive
8 So | think the point of thisisif aproject did 8 approach
9 rmove forvard, that we would establish sone of these other 9 Again, noinfrastructure in place. Thisis --
10  branches as county drains so that there is a mechani smfor 10 you'll notice the sign there where maybe the road conm ssion
11 themto be maintained and inproved in the future. 11 had put that out there, where water was standing over the
12 So I'mgoing to talk about just sone of the areas 12 roadvay
13 that vere just very obvious of where flooding and standing 13 And then so just kind of a w despread summary
14 water sat for prolonged periods of tine. 14 thereis kind of issues all over the place that we noticed.
15 Sone of it was on Rhoda. V¢ noticed -- let ne 15 None of themthat are just, | guess, overpowering in nature
16 see -- on (ak and Qtawa, there is the md block here where 16  where you say, wow that's a massive problem It was just
17 water just vent into a depression. There is no stormsever 17 kind of when we're out there there i s a nuisance problemhere
18 systemin place, everything just kind of sat there. 18 and a nuisance problemhere. And that's how we kind of
19 Qoviously at the bottomof each there was notabl e 19 delineated the district boundary
20 standing water and ponding. And even to the south of Beach 20 [t's kind of a difficult decision about, well where
21 as well there were areas where no infrastructure was in place 21 do we stop the drainage district boundary. And we tal ked
22 and the water just sat there. 22 about this with Gtawa Qounty, | think we wanted to start
23 And then just a coupl e photos that kind of 23 withalarger district boundary and kind of get feedback from
24 illustrate that. These are a couple photos -- you told me 24 the public at this meeting about where are specific problens
25 not totouchit, on Gak. Sorry. 25 that need to be addressed

Page 15 Page 17
1 S0 a couple photos on Qak kind of mid block that we 1 And then once we deternmine what this project will
2 talked about. These were just taken in the past week that 2 be, thereis the potential that, you know say we don't -- we
3 kind of show standing water again, no place for it to go. 3 don't do any work south of Beach, those lands may cone out of
4 The sane kind of issue is happening along Gtava as vell. 4 thedistrict. And there wll be atine later down in this
5 And then this is a ong Beach Street. You know 5 process where we woul d finalize that district boundary and
6 kind of standing water on both sides of the road. And then 6 the folks would be able to cone in and give us feedback on
7 thisis the ponding area that we sawright at the bottom 7 whether or not they thought they were in or out
8 where everything kind of flows into this area. 8 And that's a process that is required by the Drain
9 UNKNOM SPEAKER  That spot on beach, do you know 9 (ode than woul d happen later on down the road.
10 if that pond elevation is the same as the |ake el evation? 10 But it is kind of a unique situation. MNornally we
1 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL: It potentially could be, 11 comein here andit's, thisis the district boundary based on
12 wedidn't do any survey information at this point. 12 everything that's going to this drain
13 UNKNOM SPEAKER (1 nawdi bl e. ) 13 S alittle unique. | just wanted to point that
14 THE REPGRTER | can't hear him | don't know what 14 out. There nay be questions on that later and |' mhappy to
15 he's saying. |I'msorry. 15 ansver those
16 UNKNOMN SPEAKER  The pondi ng el evation is the sane 16 A couple things that | just wanted to point out, as
17 elevation as the lake at that corner? 17 you start to look at, well, what would be a potential
18 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL:  Potential ly could be 18  solution.
19  groundwater based, or other equilibrium | don't have survey 19 The first thing that we | ooked at was the soils out
20 information to verify that. 20 there. Chviously most of themare sandy materials, whichis
21 UNKNOM SPEAKER - Are ve only talking drain water? 21 common in west Mchigan, we have sand.
22 BOARD CHAl RPERSON KEN SUTER - Un -- 22 The depth of the water table is an inportant
23 UNKNOMW SPEAKER | nean rain water is -- we're not 23 factor, inthis case you actually have significant depth to
24 talking sanitary sewer. 24 the water table which helps with the infiltration systens
25 BOARD CHA RPERSON KEN SCUTER  No, we're tal ki ng 25 Andtheinfiltration rates that we get in the sand materials
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1 are pretty good. 1 that, or would there be -- | mean it appears on the nap |ike
2 So | bring that up because when we | ook at 2 alot of thisareais along the Spring Lake area.

3 potential solutions of howwe woul d maybe correct some of 3 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL:  The answer is no, we woul d
4 these areas, obviously ripping up a bunch of roads and 4 not bring all this water to Coles Park Drive. V& woul d

5 putting in underground conveyance systens all the way to 5 probably be looking at multiple different branches that, like
6 Spring Lake can be, will be extremely expensive. And there 6 | said, we nay just have an infiltration systemin a certain
7 needs to be a significant benefit to actually do that. 7 areathat really doesn't have a direct outlet to Spring Lake.
8 The first thing that we would do is do a 8 And this type of project, just when you ook at the
9 cost-benefit analysis. There is different things we can do 9 cost, like | said of ripping out roads, you have to be a

10 totry tomnimze the amount of road inpact so that we can 10 little bit of creative about how you design it.

11 keep costs to a reasonabl e | evel . 1 BOARD CHA RPERSIN KEN SOUTER - So that's al | --

12 Qoviously with the soils information that | talked 12 really that part isupintheair at this point. Wat we're
13 about, there is alot of solutions that could be done. V@ 13 looking at is where the peopl e have the probl ens?

14 call themlowinpact solutions where we're not running off a 14 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL: - Qorrect.  And the way that
15 bunch of water to Spring Lake, we're actually using 15 the petition was, the language in it was to add branches,

16 infiltration systens. 16 extend branches, add lands, so it gives us sone flexibility
17 There is a | each basin systemuhere the structure 17 about howbig that district boundary is.

18 actually has holes init soit's allowed to-- once it gets 18 And again it was just a very difficult thing totry
19 inthere, it's allowed toinfiltrate into the soils. And 19 to deternine, where do we stop this because there is kind of

20 then we have like an infiltration swale where instead of 20 issues w despread.

21 maybe having catch basin structures in a curb line, you let 21 BOARD CHAl RPERSON KEN SCUTER ~ Any other questi ons?

22 the water gointo a swale where it's allowed toinfiltrate 22 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER LXK Not at this

23 into the ground as well. 23 tine.

24 So there are options that can keep costs at a 24 BOARD CHA RPERSON KEN SCUTER  Then |'d like to go

25 reasonable level. | want to bring that up because a lot of 25 to public coment but before | do, 1'd like to have -- we

Page 19 Page 21
1 folks ask during public comment, how woul d you fix this? So 1 have Jerry Oman fromthe road commission.
2 there are options available shoul d a project be deemed 2 Coul d you please let us know what your situation is
3 necessary. 3 there?
4 So that was ny brief sumary for Goles Park. 4 ROAD COMM SSI QN JERRY ALMANE It's pretty much what
5 (bviously the next step, and it's an inportant stepis the 5 Ryan nentioned. There are several |eaching systens al ready
6 public testimony to hear what you feel the issues are or if 6 inthe plat area that ny opinion have reached their life
7 youdon't feel there are issues at all. The board needs to 7 expectancy.
8 hear that as vell. 8 UNKNOM SPEAKER V¢ can't hear himback here.
9 They will determine the necessity of the petition. 9 (I'naudi bl e.)

10 If they find it's not necessary, the project ends, nothingis 10 BOARD (CHA RPERSCN KEN SQUTER  Everybody r enenber
11 going to happen out there fromthe Véter Resources 11 that when they're talking, speak up real good.

12 Qommissi oner st andpoi nt . 12 ROAD OOWMM SSI N JERRY GLMAN  The | eachi ng syst ens
13 If they do find it necessary, obviously then we 13 that are there, in ny opinion they've reached their life
14 would start scoping what's this project going to be, where 14 expectancy and sonething needs to be done about them
15 are we going to do work, do we need easenents fromfolks, do 15 (e of the challenges is going to be that the width
16 we need pernits. 16 of the right-of-ways in this plat was devel oped --

17 And then we woul d finalize the design and then you 17 BOARD (HA RPERSCN KEN SQUTER  Eons ago.

18 go into obviously construction. V& prepare detailed 18 ROAD OCMM SSI QN JERRY LMW Eons ago.  And your
19 construction plans and things |ike that. 19 typical right-of-way would be 66 feet. But in hereit

20 If there is any questions fromthe board, 1'd be 20 varies, sone are 20 feet, sone are 25, and there is a couple

21 happy to answer those at this tine. 21 that are 40 feet wide. Sovery limted space.

22 BOARD CHAl RPERSON KEN SQUTER | have a quest i on. 22 S as far as the road commission goes, we would be

23 As the Goles Park Drainis just a short piece of this whole 23 infavor of finding a solution, whether that's --

24 area, the -- you probably don't even have an intention right 24 UNKNOMN SPEAKER V¢ still can't hear you.

25 now but would the intention be to bring all the water to 25 ROAD OCMM SSI QN JERRY QLMANE The road commi ssi on
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1 isinfavor of finding a solutionto -- whether it's 1 vater table at, so that we can kind of inplement a design

2 replacing the existing |eaching basins in place, or sone 2 that would work well depending on what the ground water

3 other solution beyond that, | don't know 3 conditions are currently.

4 UNKNOMW SPEAKER ~ Wth standing water on the road 4 BOARD CHA RPERSON KEN SQAUTER  (kay.  If M. Nash

5 that is the road commssioner's problem-- (inaudible.) 5 fromSpring Lake Township, apparent!y you had a bunch of

6 BOARD (HAl RPERSON KEN SQUTER  Let's wait for 6 conplaints inthis area, why you filed the petition? Do you

7 public conment on that later, but pretty much you're in favor 7 have comments on that?

8 of trying to find a sol ution? 8 UNKNOM SPEAKER (I nawdi bl e. )

9 ROAD OOMM SSION JERRY GLMMN - Right. 9 SPRING LAKE TOMSH P SUPERVI SCR JCHN NASH  Let' s

10 BOARD CHAl RPERSON KEN SQUTER | got a question for 10 just go on.

11 the engineer a second. 1 | would say a fewprelininary comments, and since

12 You see, everyhody keeps talking about these 12 1" ve coached forever, like some of you know | hope | can be

13 leaching basins in this area, are the |eaching basins being 13 heard.

14 affected by high water itself or not? 14 If thisis a newsubdivision, adraindistrict is

15 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL:  So that's why | brought up 15 required. That's the way the lawis right nowin Spring Lake

16 the slide about depth to groundvater table. So the more 16 and nost places. hderstand that.

17 separation you have fromwhere the | each basin is set to 17 Second thing | would say and | don't have to tell

18 where that groundwater table is, the nore effective it's 18 you, ve all know | see people around here who live on the

19 going to be. 19 lake. And whenever the water is so high, like we said, it's

20 So when we -- devel oprent standards that are out 20 a very unusual situation and I'mnot sure personally that you

21 today, if a commercial devel opment was subnitting a storm 21 look at it the way it is right nowas average. It's not

22 vater planto us, ve typically like to see three feet of 22 average at all.

23 separation between the bottomof a detention pond and where 23 And | would say you talk about the road commission,

24 the groundwater table is at. Because then if you have a high 24 ve have just recently put in a couple of |each basins wth

25 water table, you're not getting infiltration down, you're 25 Jerry in cooperation fromthe township. So we have worked on
Page 23 Page 25

1 only getting infiltration out the sides soit's reduced. 1 it.

2 So it does -- it is afactor in howyou design a 2 It's just really a natter of long range, and

3 leaching system 3 unfortunately, in ny personal mind, |'mnot the township

4 BOARD MEMBER RN BRINK  Along with that sane 4 Dboard, I'mjust one person, it's very difficult to talk about

5 question, I'mfromthe south end of Gtawa County. Qur water 5 any of these issues right nowwhen the water is over your

6 levels all through there -- 6 head to start out wth.

7 UNKNOM SPEAKER ~ You guys need to speak up. 7 If you're going to conpare the way the vater is

8 BOARD MEVBER RN BRINK  Pardon me.  |'mfromthe 8 right nowto the average, there is absolutely no conparison.

9 south end of Gtawa County. Al of our water tables are -- 9 And | would think inall of our minds hopefully it goes down,

10 Mucatava to Lake Mchigan, everything is four, five foot over 10 but that's not the prediction.

11 what it was. Everybody is underwater. 1 S ve have heard some concerns, we have dealt with

12 I's this reflective of that or not? 12 some concerns. As to what happens fromnow on, you heard the

13 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL:  So in general, grounduater 13 Board of Determnation will decide and then Joe will nove

14 levels tend to mnc the cyclica |evels of the lakes. So as 14 forward. And | have a neeting at 10: 30.

15 the lakes rise, the groundwater levels typically risein a 15 UNKNOM SPEAKER  John, coul d you tell us where the

16 simlar fashion. They're not directly tied, but it's a 16 main conplaints were at? Is it Min Sreet?

17 function of rainfall and they typically do go up and down 17 SPRING LAKE TOMSH P SUPERVI SCR JGHN NASH  The

18  toget her. 18 easiest thing is just to drive around and see where the wvater

19 But again, this area cones up pretty sharply from 19 isstanding like the engineer said. Were the water kind of

20 Spring Lake. | don't have a topo map in front of ne but it's 20 ends up, you know

21 not like this area is down five feet |ike fromwhere the 21 And like we said, you know at the corner of Beach

22 Spring Lake water level is right now It comes up anywhere 22 and Lake, there used to be a beach, now we have to take the

23 from15to 20 feet, |'mguessing, fromSpring Lake. 23 sidewalk up. So--

24 So the groundwater table -- and we can do 24 BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER (kay.  Let's go to

25 geotechnical work as a part of a design to see where is the 25 public comment then. And we're going to take the rows one at
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1 atime. Wdliketoknowif you have a problem don't have 1 everywhere around ne

2 aproblem You think thisis all because of high water or 2 And these | eaching basins, there is one here and

3 whatever the case may be. 3 one across the street on Cak. | guess | didn't know that

4 I"dlike tostart onthis side, goright to the 4 nobody did not have to maintain these, so | naintain this

5 back and then start on this side and go right to the back, so 5 one it got upset, and this one was cleaned out. But it can

6 we get all the comments. 6 only handle so much water, it's a very old system | get

7 And please cone up to the front, apparently there 7 that.

8 isnonic, but come up to the front and state your nane and 8 They did update the one on Franklin Sreet in front

9 address so we can get it on the court reporter's, and we will 9 of ny house. But there again, nowwe're up to a four-foot

10 start right out with the young lady here in the front. 10 leach basin that does |each out, but can only handle so much

1 Viul d you |ike to nake any comment? 11 of the water for that area. And once it fills up, I'ma

12 UNNOMW SPEAKER  Nb. 12 swimming pool. (ne foot deep in the backyard, through the

13 BOARD CHAl RPERSON KEN SQ(UTER  No conment . 13 windows, through the basement, and on and on and on.

14 UNKNOM SPEAKER 1" m good. 14 And it doesn't have anything to do with the snow

15 BOARD CHA RPERSCN KEN SQUTER - (kay?  The gent | enan 15 nmelt, it has todowthall the water runoff. | can't stress

16  there? 16 that enough

17 M STACY ZMTZ Sacy Zavitz, 15816 Pine Street. 17 | don't know what other people's problens are, but

18 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLXK:  Address your 18 that's a big problemfor re.

19 comments to the Chair, please. 19 BOARD MEMBER RNBRINK S, could you cone up for

20 BOARD CHAl RPERSCN KEN SQUTER  You have to say it 20 aninute? | can't find Franklin Sreet.

21 loud enough so everybody hears it. 21 BOARD CHA RPERSCN KEN SQUTER - Right here.

22 Wat was your address? 22 BOARD MEVBER RN BRINK ~ You think that's the | ow

23 M STACY ZAMTZ 15816 Pine Street. But ny 23 spot of all of this?

24 property boundaries are Pine Sreet, Franklin and Qtave. So 24 MR STACY ZAMTZ VeIl there is hunps here. You

25 |'mthree sided. 25 have different elevations. Sothis is the highest elevation
Page 27 Page 29

1 | can see there is tons of water that -- these 1 That funnels down, this funnels down, and this funnels down

2 water pockets are just laying around. 2 S1'm--

3 Yes, that's because of the high water levels, we 3 BOARD CHAl RPERSCN KEN SCUTER - You' re basical ly the

4 have white caps on Spring Lake that made that pond in front 4 | ow spot

5 of the house. 5 MR STACY ZMTZ  Right.

6 If you go back to the pictures, | believe thereis 6 BOARD MEMBER RN BRINK  Ckay, thank you.

7 ashot of Gtawa Street. Keep going. 7 BOARD CHA RPERSON KEN SIUTER - (kay. Any ot her --

8 ENG NEER RYAN MENHLL: | only have the ones of 8 okay.

9 (k. 9 The gentlenan with the yell ow hat?

10 MR STACY ZAMTZ Wéll there was a shot of CQtawe. 10 M MLTONREDCK |'mgoing to shout.

11 Rght here. 1 BOARD CHAl RPERSCN KEN SQUTER V¢ can hear you.

12 S thisis Qtawa Sreet, and this is the back side 12 M MLTONREDCK M nane is MIton Redick. |

13 of ny property right here. And | had to put ny own drainin 13 live on Laura. | amin the district

14 here because the watershed is -- |'mbasically the toilet 14 Do you want ny address? 17170 Laura Sreet, Spring

15 bow for all of Srawberry Point. |'mvery frustrated, 15 Lake

16 flooding constantly. You know you can't even |eave -- | 16 These are picky -- the law says this is a three-man

17 feel like a hostage in ny house and | take very good care of 17 board. And | see four, is that right?

18 ny property, ny house. 18 BOARD CHA RPERSON KEN SQUTER N, three nan.

19 And so when | try to deal with these things over 19 M MLTONRED K You're the three.

20 the last three, four, five years, it's just batting it back 20 BOARD CHA RPERSON KEN SQUTER V' re the three.

21 and forth. That's why | appreciate something |ike this 21 M MLTONREDICK  Maybe you or the county guy, is

22 happening final Iy that we can sol ve the problem 22 (oles a private street or public street?

23 | don't knowif the problens exist with the |each 23 BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SUTER - (ol es Park is a

24 basins, because where all this water contributes fromthe 24 public | think

25 north, south, east and west of that area, it funnels 25 UNKNOM SPEAKER - Publi ¢
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1 BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER - (ol es Park is a 1 the approach is good, you don't have to build hig pipes,
2 public street. 2 right, we're lucky that we're on a sand dune, right?
3 M MLTONREDK It's not on the nap, that's why 3 So ve can kind of inprove as he's inplied, thereis
4 | asked. 4 areally wole lot of work being done on this infiltration
5 Let's see. Vés the petition signed by five nenbers 5 stuff, as you can see all around town, you know That new
6 or can the township petition? 6 housing devel opment, down in the village, all of that's in
7 BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER  The townshi p 7 the ground.
8 petitioned for this. 8 S I'min favor of it. @ for it.
9 M MLTINRED K The | aw says five people, is 9 BOARD CHAl RPERSON KEN SCUTER  Thank you, SiT.
10 that different than -- 10 Vé're going to go to the gentlenan wth the scarf?
1 BOARD CHA RPERSCN KEN SQUTER | don't know how 1 UNKNOM SPEAKER  No, | don't have anyt hi ng.
12 nmany peopl e are on the hoard. 12 BOARD CHA RPERSON KEN SQUTER — (kay.
13 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL:  So there is two ways -- 13 The young | ady back there?
14 M MLTONREDCK It's legal anyways? 14 M. HED TICE H, nynaneis Heidi Tice, and |
15 BOARD CHAl RPERSON KEN SQUTER Yes. 15 live at 63 South 8th Avenue in Fruitport, |'mrepresenting an
16 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL:  Yes. 16 owner on Qoles Park at 17362 Col es Park.
17 M MLTONREDCK  Thank you very much. 17 And | do know sone about the Drain Code, the drain
18 A drainage district is the sane as a watershed? 18 laws, but the drains were put into do -- to take water out
19 BOARD CHA RPERSON KEN SCUTER  That''s correct. 19 of yards, not roads. So l'mecurious as to why the road
20 M MLTONREDK | amin a hole. And as the 20 commission isn't removing the water that we see -- hi, Ron,
21 engineer probably knows, ny land does not drain into that 21 that we see on the roads. | nean that would be their own
22 pipe. Ckay. 22 problemto take care of.
23 So can you have -- fundamental |y can you have a 23 She's not in favor of -- thereis a drain that
24 district with a bunch of little areas that are not connected 24 comes right next to hers, so she knows where her water is
25 by one pipe? 25 going. Andif that drains needs cleaned out, she's very mich
Page 31 Page 33
1 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL: Do you want ne to answer 1 infavor of maintaining it and getting that drain cleaned
2 that? 2 out. Because that's a definitive thing that needs to be
3 BOARD CHAl RPERSCN KEN SQUTER ~ Ansveer that . 3 done, it's an established drain.
4 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL:  So, yes, there are -- 4 But all of the other little problens around are
5 we've worked on a significant nunber of drain projects where 5 not -- it's not going to benefit the people on Coles Park
6 we have mitiple different branches in different parts of the 6 that have a drain right there because their water is not
7 drainage district that maybe even discharge to different 7 leaving that area. It's -- if it's designed properly, that
8 water courses. 8 drain should be taking their water out and it actually goes
9 S, yes. 9 to Spring Lake.
10 M MLTONRED K The Suprene Qourt probably 10 So curious as to why you're extending drain
11 woul d be on ny side because it says the watershed is water 11 watershed and not actual |y getting that watershed to go to
12 that drains to a certain point, okay, one point. Andsoit 12 the drain, that that's what the drain commissioner woul d do.
13 seems |ike you'd have to have five different districts to 13 Instead if it's in the roads, then get the road
14 neet the law but that's not inportant to e right now 14 commission to get it off our roads.
15 | like the idea that you brought up of these 15 ENG NEER RYAN MENHLL: Gan | --
16 basins, | didn't even know we had sone. | think if you took 16 BOARD CHAl RPERSCN KEN SQUTER ' mgoing to go the
17 photos, sonebody ought to do this, take the photos two days 17 engi neer.
18 after therain, all the water is gone. Soas youinply, it's 18 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL:  So you asked a good
19 raining into the ground. | got a great hig puddle in front 19 question and this is probably good for everybody to know
20 of ny house. But, you know, the next day it's gone because 20 Let's say we have the Qoles Park Drain, let's just
21 the water is not -- the water table is at least, in Spring 21 say that we put in three different separate systens.
22 Lake, with the land in that area, is at least ten to twelve 22 Peopl e that contribute water to Coles Park, we
23 feet high, as you'reinplying. It'sal up. It's not flat 23 would work through this when we did assessnents, the peopl e
24 |ike you're talking about. 24 on Qoles Park aren't going to pay for work that was done on
25 So hasically ['min favor of this project because 25 the drain that we put in naybe a half nile away.
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Page 34 Page 36
1 M. HED TICE Their apportionments woul d be much 1 UNKNOMN SPEAKER (1 nawdi bl e. )
2 smaller. 2 BOARD CHAl RPERSON KEN SCUTER  Louder.  Right over
3 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL:  Correct. So that's stuff 3 here by the engineer.
4 that we address |ater down the Iine, once we design the 4 MR MATT RAY: 17340 Cak, 17304 Qak and 15773
5 project. V¢'Il probably delineate some districts so that the 5 Cherry Sreet.
6 people that are contributing to one of -- if we had three 6 None of themhave water in the basement, but | am
7 drains, would only pay for the one that they're contributing 7 famliar wth the flooding that's in the area. | do Support
8 water to. Soit would be addressed when ve did the 8 sonething being done to help elinnate that, particularly at
9 apportionnent. 9 Beach Sreet.
10 BOARD CHA RPERSON KEN SUTER - (kay. | think we're 10 But as | mentioned, as they showed the photographs
11 getting confused on calling this whol e thing Goles Park 11 I"mnot sure thisis the right time to be approaching that
12 Dain 12 project because it is -- lake water levels being high in that
13 M. HED TICE Right. 13 area
14 BOARD (HA RPERSCN KEN SQUTER - When it's a basic 14 | al'so noticed that's not part of the district.
15 areain Sring Lake Township. Is this not correct? 15 BOARD CHAl RPERSCN KEN SQUTER | was going to ask
16 M. HED TICE That has high water going on. 16  you about the picture because there was a picture and you
17 BOARD CHAl RPERSCN KEN SQUTER ~ The only outlet, the 17 commented on it right away that you thought that pond was in
18 only actual county drain we have there is Coles Park Drain. 18 relationship to the level of the |ake.
19 So | think what they're doing is incorporating all 19 MR MATT RAY: Yeah. So as | walked that area
20 thisinto that drain district and probably very little of it 20 during the stormevents this summer, it's trying to drain.
21 will end up going through Goles Park Drain. |s that correct? 21 They are, as John said, they had to remove the sidewal k, but
22 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL:  That's correct. 22 itisindirect relationship to the stormevents that are
23 BOARD CHA RPERSON KEN SIUTER - So | nean | think 23 occurring.
24 the confusing part here is the fact that we've got a large 24 And whether -- it is trying to drain through the
25 area there, there is problens here, problens here, a probl em 25 sand off of the road, it just can't go quick enough.
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1 here, and ve only have one drain. Sowe'recallingit the 1 [t's the same thing that's happening in the
2 (oles Park Drain. 2 photographs on (ak Street. It wasn't that bad of ponding
3 M. HED TICE Rght. 3 years back when | first purchased the property, but it is
4 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL:  Right. 4 mch worse now
5 BOARD CHA RPERSCN KEN SQUTER - And it' s very, 5 And I'mnot fanmliar with Qtawa Sreet, | haven't
6 very possible that if need be, that we're going to work over 6 driven by that in a stormevent.
7 here, and it aint even going to go through the Coles Park 7 But | think the subdistricts, | think sonething
8 Drain, but it wll al be naned the same thing. It's in name 8 should be done. | just don't knowthat this is the right
9 only. 9 timetodoit because we're at such abnormal |evels and |
10 M. HED TICE Ckay. VeIl that is her concernis 10 have a vell on one of ny properties and that well water, |'ve
11 that she's right on that so she just doesn't feel that -- 11 checked the table in that, and it is significantly higher.
12 BOARD CHAl RPERSCN KEN SQUTER | woul d i magi ne the 12 So | don't think even putting in these draining
13 people on (oles Park Drive don't really have a big probl em 13 onesis going to solve it as quickly as it should today.
14 because they got a drain that goes through there. 14 That's all.
15 M. HED TICE They don't. Their basenments are 15 BOARD (HA RPERSCN KEN SQUTER - (kay,  thank you.
16 dry, they don't have standing water on the |awn. 16 BOARD MEMBER RN BRINK  Gan | ask you a questi on,
17 BOARD (HA RPERSCN KEN SQUTER - So | think that 17 sir? Hwnany years ago was it dry? You said awhile ago.
18 answers your question? 18 MR MATT RAY: W@l five years -- even three years
19 M. HED TICE  Yep, that does, and | will pass 19 agoit would dry within-- at least inny area wthin 24
20 that along. Thank you very much. 20 hours.
21 BOARD CHAl RPERSON KEN SQUTER  Thank you. 21 BOARD MEMBER RN BRINK  Before the water table
22 Yes? 22 vent up.
23 MR MATT RAY: |'mMatt Ray. | have actually three 23 MR MATT RAY: VYes. The water has really cone up
24 properties in the Srawberry Point area that would be in this 24 inthe last three years.
25 district. 25 BOARD MEMBER RIN BRINK  Ckay.
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1 MR MATT RAY: Nothing in the baserment. 1 asoonthe |ake neighbor and | don't have a problem

2 BOARD CHA RPERSCN KEN SQUTER - (kay.  Since ve -- 2 BOARD CHA RPERSCN KEN SQUTER ~ Your narre, pl ease?

3 second rowthere? The gentlenan with the glasses? 3 MB. KATHY BAILEY: Kathy Bailey.

4 MR MATTHEWVARNER  Ckay. |'ll try standing over 4 M house is dry, but we certainly have the |ake

5 here. 5 But | also synpathize with Sacy because | think it started

6 BOARD (HAl RPERSON KEN SIUTER - Good  spot . 6 like four years ago, maybe? And he's put inalot of work

7 M MATTHEWVARNER My nane is Matthew Virner, ny 7 andalot of time and | swear he's the hardest worker |'ve

8 property is at 17376 B andford Avenue. 8 ever seen

9 And | have an issue with the water drainage comng 9 So | also think sonething needs to be done because

10 down Margaret, on the corner of Bandford and Mrgaret. And 10 | deal with driving by his house everyday and sometines it

11 nost of the water cones down the street on Mrgaret into ny 11 just turns into a higicerink also

12 garage area. 12 So the other question | had is do you have a map of

13 And | get flooding, you can see the curb, it comes 13 where the leaching drains are?

14 down the curb and then kind of collects inny garage. So | 14 BOARD CHAl RPERSON KEN SQUTER | don't have

15 get standing water in ny garage every noderate rainfall. 15  nothing

16 So | tried toseeif it was just the flowat the 16 MB. KATHY BAILEY: | nean somebody? Does sonebody?

17 curb, and it was -- it looks like the -- it cones back -- |et 17 Because | don't think anyone knew that they had to maintain

18 e give this to you. 18 their own |eaching drains.

19 BOARD CHAl RPERSON KEN SCIUTER (k. 19 So that's ny thought.

20 M MITHEWWRNER So, yeah. It goes -- the 20 BOARD CHA RPERSCN KEN SQUTER - (kay. Vi don' t

21 wvater flows down to the end of the street, that's the end of 21 really know vhere everything is out there yet. Ckay

22 Margaret on the east end. 22 ROAD OCMM SSI QN JERRY LMAN Even at the road

23 And the -- and then it comes back up and around and 23 commission our records show very little as far as drainage in

24 it kind of -- water settles there. Thereis a stone area 24 that area. It's not good

25 there that that water settles in. 25 BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER N, that's not good.
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1 BOARD CHAl RPERSON KEN SIUTER — (kay. 1 V' re going to go to the third rowback. The

2 M MITHEVWRER So that's why I'min support 2 gentleman? QO the lady in the red coat?

3 of the project and to further study to see about howto 3 Fourth row back, we're going to start on that side

4 alleviate the rain water issue here. 4 M RCBERT METZLER M nane is Robert Metzler, |

5 BOARD (HA RPERSCN KEN SAUTER  (kay, thank you very 5 live at 15725 Beach Drive.

6 mch. 6 | amone of those wonderful people that have a

7 The gentlenan wth gl asses? 7 lake, we fondly call it Lake Metzler in front of our house

8 M BILLBACE M naneis Bl Boice, and | live 8 | have pictures.

9 at 17371 Lake Beach, 1"'mright on the |ake. 9 CHA| RPERSON KEN SQUTER Wiat' s your address, sir?

10 | don't have a problemwith water at ny house, but 10 M RBERT METZLER 15725 Beach. | amright on

11 | have to synpathize wth, what, Sacy? 11 the corner of Coles Park.

12 Wen | drive down Franklin to get to Mrgaret to 12 | do have one of those catch basins that this

13 get to ny house, many, many tines there is a puddl e right in 13 gentleman tal ked about. Unfortunately there is only four

14 his yard because the road is full of water, and so his yard 14 feet that | can see down, right nowcurrently intoit, it's

15 has water init. It would be on the west side of the yard -- 15 been filled up year after year. And | understand that a | ot

16 the yard that's west of your house? 16 of people, | guess thisis afate thing, that alot of people

17 UNNOM SPEAKER  Correct . 17 said, vell the water level is going up, the water level is

18 M BLLBACE Sl have synpathy for him And 18  going up.

19 that road needs a drain or needs sonething. That road is not 19 | have been maki ng phone calls, I've lived at that

20 good. 20 residence for 20 years and been maki ng phone call's and stuff

21 BOARD CHAl RPERSCN KEN SCUTER  Thank you. 21 like that to the police about putting high water stuff up on

22 Young | ady? 22 there and everything like that for 15 years

23 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER  It's probably not the road, 23 Thi's happened way bef ore we had any water probl ens

24 it's underneath the road. 24 | just recently found out about the catch basin. And

25 MS. KATHY BAILEY: | live at 17 -- 15845 Pine. |'m 25 understand the engineering behind it and everything |ike
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1 that, onlyif it was effective. And it is not effective to 1 Rob'sbut it wll sitthereuntil it eventually |eaches into

2 the point that we get any substantial rain, any tine 2 the ground.

3 throughout the year, it wll go and flood in front of ny 3 The drainage that runs off of Spring Lake services

4 house first, thenit wll gointo ny |andscaping. Then it 4 the last eight homes on there. But going north fromthere --

5 wll goinand| have a cenent slab that has the heating 5 or south fromthere, there is a catch basin like | said two

6 ducts, the ceramc heating ducts underneath the house and 6 doors down fromme and one at the corner by Rob. Soit's

7 fills up those ducts. 7 Lake Metzler, like he said.

8 | have bought two punps. |'mout there with the 8 Wien he's out of town he gives ne a yell and says,

9 ladder and a nice little gerry-rig out there punping water 9 check his ducts, to make sure he's not flooding inside the

10 into ny backyard because | have a decent-sized | ot there. 10  house.

1 A'so | have seen it other places throughout there 1 So whether the water sits there for ten minutes or

12 where the catch basins are, around the -- | live right across 12 for two days, it's going to end up in a basement in five

13 fromthe graveyard in Spring Lake, right across from Beach, 13 ninutes. Soit will drainout intwo days, it's aready into

14 so they're not contributing anything right now 14 the basenent five minutes after it gets to the house.

15 Hovever, last year they did go and elinmnate a | ot 15 So thanks.

16 of trees and regrade, and that added a causing probl emwhi ch 16 BOARD CHAl RPERSCN KEN SQUTER  Thank you, Sir.

17 it actually had water all the way fromour side all the way 17 M5 JOMN BAILEY: |'min the last row

18 to the other side. 18 BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER - Are we to the | ast

19 That has -- that part | see that there isn't the 19 row? Ckay. Your nane and address, please.

20 runoff toit and | brought that to their attention as well. 20 M5 JOMN BAILEY: |I'Il speak loudly. Joan Bailey,

21  So they nade sure that the grade was going into their little 21 17300 Qoles Park.

22 catch ditch right there. 22 It's arental that we've owned, we've owned it

23 So, yes, thisis aconcern of nine. Thisis-- I'm 23 since 2012. So we don't actually live there but we're there

24 one of the main reasons why they're having this. And | 24 quite abit, and |'ve talked to ny renters, and fromsince

25 understand you need to identify what drainage district 25 2012 we've never had problens at all. \é're very fortunate,
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1 systens they are. | understand as this gentlenan said it's 1 we'rekind of top of the hill. Nowater problens in the

2 not cost effective torunit all the way fromny house 12 2 basenent, no drainage problens, nothing like that.

3 houses down plus a beach to connect to that system It's 3 So | feel fortunate, but | enpathize with all of

4 minly | want to go and see that this catch basinis going to 4 you that do have problens because obviously it is abig

5 be effective. Wether we go and run it across, up and 5 problem

6 underneath the street, over to where the graveyardis. | 6 A coupl e questions that | had because |I'mnot too

7 don't think those people mind very mich if they have a little 7 famliar with drain comission, |'mjust wondering is it

8 water. But still, you know They're dying to get in there, 8 because it's an ol der area that there is only one drain

9 really. 9 that's goingintothe lake in that particular area? That's

10 That's ny pi ece. 10 ny first question.

1 BOARD CHAl RPERSON KEN SUTER - (kay, thank you very 1 Nunber two, can the | eaching basins be repl aced?

12 much. 12 Is that sonething that's more cost effective?

13 The pictures are really helpful. | wouldn't have 13 And third thing | want to knowis is part of this

14 thought out there by the cemetery you'd have that probl em 14 the road conmssion's responsibility or isn't it? Those are

15 M RBERT METZLER  And M. Bush has sone nore of 15 kind of generic big picture questions | have because | don't

16 our pictures as vell. 16 personal ly have a problem So | would just like some of

17 BOARD CHAl RPERSCN KEN SQUTER  Thank you. 17 those things answered.

18 Ckay. Vé'Il goto -- 18 And | do think just based on the pictures and the

19 M JCE PADAMMC Mrning. M name is Joe Padavic. 19 flooding and things |ike that something probably does need to

20 | live at 17297 Coles Park, just two doors up from Rob. 20  be done because obviously | wouldn't want to live |ike you or

21 Fortunately I'mon the high end so | mght be 21 you or alot of people having the issues. But | just need to

22 sending sone water down the hill towards Rob, towards Beach 22 know sone big picture questions.

23 hut it also goes towards the lake. But there is a catch 23 Thank you.

24 Dbasin at the bottomof the hill that's two doors down from 24 BOARD CHAl RPERSON KEN SQUTER Do you want to

25 e, and the water will sit there. It's not as extensive as 25 answer sone of those hig picture questions?
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1 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL:  Yes. So the Goles Park 1 that to happen.
2 drainwas put inin 1972, which |'mprobably fairly certain 2 UNKNOMW SPEAKER  What do they do to maintainit?
3 that the plat was done well hefore that. 3 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL:  So you're going to get
4 M. JOAN BAILEY: Like a hundred years ago. 4 sedinent into these basins. So you're going to want -- they
5 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL:  So they probably at that 5 vac themout and do it that way.
6 tine had an issue with water going in the driveways, into 6 The detail that we had, if | can get toit quickly
7 homes and petitioned the drain commssioner and said, can you 7 iswe not only have the structure but we have -- you see this
8 do sonething about this and they put the pipe inin 1972. | 8 pipe that actually comes out of it (indicating). So-- and
9 assune that's howthat happened. 9 that's a perforated pipe. So not only do you have the |each
10 Your question about the road commission, in just 10 basinitself that has holes init that allows the water to
11 talking about an apportionment in general, soit's not just 11 infiltrate; but you also, inthis particular case we extend a
12 the property owners that pay a portion of the costs. The 12 perforated pipe out so you have nore area for that water to
13 road commssion will pay a portion of the cost for their 13 infiltrate
14 benefits to public roadways. Spring Lake Township will pay a 14 MB. JOMN BAILEY: Aren't there |eaching basins like
15 portion. That's pretty much for public health benefit, and 15 all around the different areas? Are none of themnaintai ned?
16 that's determned by Joe, what he wants those percentage to 16 | mean outside this district even. |"mcurious about that
17 be at. 17 there is no responsibility that's been taken generically for
18 So there are at-large percentages that come right 18 the entire area
19 off the top before you start to determne what individual 19 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL: Vel Joe can speak for the
20 apportionments are. And typically howwe do property 20 fact that he's taking over orphan drains at an alarming rate
21 assessnents, it's primarily based on the size of the property 21 | mean there is so many of themout there and he's just
22 that you own, what it's being used for relativetoisit al 22 started the process with individual townships, he can only do
23 pervious where nothing is allowed to infiltrate like a house, 23 so many BODs in a year.
24 adriveway; do you have a hig lawn that allows water to 24 M. JOANBAILEY: Rght. But I'mjust saying it
25 infiltrate that is inpervious. Those people that have more 25 seens kind of strange to me that no one has taken
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1 inpervious woul d pay |ess than somebody that, for instance 1 responsibility for it.
2 like a Meijer parking lot that runs off everything is going 2 VWATER RESOURCES OOMM JCE BUSH | think Jerry can
3 to have a much higher apportionnent percentage. That's the 3 probably ansver that
4 two main factors that we look at. 4 ROAD GOMM SSI QN JERRY LMANE - Vi@l | for exanpl e he
5 But you're also going to have the branch factors 5 had a photo of the corner of Rhoda and was it Benjamin? ¢
6 that | talked about where you nay have three different drains 6 had a call this past sumer that the sediment was built up
7 irrespective of each other that would only pay for what 7 it was draining very slowy, there was water on the road. So
8 they're contributing to that specific drain. 8 we sent a vac truck out and vacuuned out that sedi nent
9 M5, JOMN BAILEY: \éll what about the |each basins 9 But beyond that, one problemwith |eaching basins
10 that he brought up? Is that something that is replaceable or 10 is that over tine, you know oil |eaks off of vehicles, and
11 how does that work specifically? 11 @l those little holes that are in these |eaching basins end
12 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL: o just |ike nost 12 up getting sealed off. And with that sedinent that builds up
13 infrastructure it needs to be maintained. If it's maintained 13 the, the sedinent gets in those pores or those small hol es
14 properly, every five to ten years, they have a long |ifespan. 14 and that reduces the life expectancy of the |eaching basins.
15 M5 JOMN BAILEY:  Has anybody maintained them at 15 So eventual ly they do need to be replaced. It's
16 al? 16 not something that |asts forever.
17 ENG NEER RYAN MENHLL:  No, and that's what | was 17 M5 JOMN BAILEY: Al right. | guess ny final
18 getting at with the orphan drain system R ght now nobody is 18 questionis if it goes through and you do the apportionnents
19  taking responsibility for naintaining those and part of this 19 and whatever percentage it ends up being, is that over a
20 process is to get an entity to be able to have a nechani smto 20 period of like ten years, 20 years or whatever that gets
21 goinand maintain those. 21 added to your tax bill? Is that how that works?
22 So if you had a | each basin on your property, you 22 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL:  Yep. So once we know what
23 sawthat it was having a problem you could call the Veéter 23 the overall cost is, we kind of -- and Joe real |y makes the
24 Resources Conmissioner's office, they would send sonebody out 24 call, but we try to make it so what's affordable for these
25 tofixthat. Wereas nowthere is no mechanismin place for 25 folks. | mean do we spread it over three years? Isit ahig
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1 enough cost where we spread it over five or ten? That's a 1 haveto. They'Il split this upsoif you're not -- your
2 decision that Joe makes and it's individual to each project. 2 water doesn't go through sonething, you aint paying for it.
3 V¢ want to try to make it reasonable and affordable 3 M MLTONREDK No. MNo. But the
4 for everybody to be able to pay that. 4 apportionnent, we are against it. Can you proceed with two
5 M5, JOAN BAILEY: Because | think we just got done 5 out of the three projects that he presents? O is it one hig
6 paying all of us for sonething in (inaudible), right? There 6 project?
7 wes a 20-year assessment or what (inaudible). 7 BOARD CHA RPERSON KEN SCUTER | think thisis
8 THE REPCRTER  |'msorry, ma'am |f you're going 8 going to be one project.
9 tokeeptalking, I'll need you to come back up here. | can't 9 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLCK:  (ne proj ect.
10 hear you. 10 BOARD CHA RPERSON KEN SQUTER - (kay.
1 M5, JOMN BAILEY: There was another assessnent that 1 I's there something new?
12 we all just got done paying for relative to Spring Lake, | 12 MR MATT RAY: Is this project going to address the
13 believe. It was sone special assessnent that had been going 13 Beach and Lake intersection? Q not because it's not drawn
14 onfor 20 years, | believe, which is now done. 14 inthis map right now?
15 So that's why | asked that question because | 15 BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER  If it's not within
16 didn't know howlong it would be spread out and that kind of 16  these boundaries, can we expand?
17 thing. 7 OTTAWA QOUNTY WATER RESOURCES 0OMW JCE BUSH  Nb.
18 BOARD CHAl RPERSON KEN SUTER - And at the end if we 18 BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER  If it's not within
19 have -- if we end up having a project, there is always the 19 these boundaries, no.
20 review process once the project is going to be assessed. 20 MR MATT RAY: Is there another area to address
21 M5, JOAN BAILEY: Ckay, thank you. 21 that? Because | think that's one of the ngjor areas right
22 BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER |5 there anybody 22 now
23 else that hasn't spoke? Yes, sir? 23 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL:  So the area --- wherever
24 MR PATR (K KENNEDY:  Patrick Kennedy, 17384 (ol es 24 we -- it's hard to figure where that, exactly that lineis
25 Park, down the street. M famly has |ived there since 1916. 25 because we don't have an aerial inmage, but alot of that
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1 1'm74 and | was raised there. 1 wvater is running down that hill that gets to that spot. W
2 Hgh water, lowwater, that catch basin up at the 2 would probably do something right at that point to intercept
3 end of that road is constantly -- okay. Now ! know water 3 it beforeit raninto that spot, if in fact our boundary line
4 runs downhill, and | can sit down there at the end and watch 4 doesn't include that area.
5 it gointo Spring Lake, nowit's underwater because the water 5 MR MATT RAY: So there will be another district
6 s high. But that has nothing to do. It seens to ne that 6 even though we flowto that? Everything on Beach Street is
7 that catch basinis lower, or isin the piping running down. 7 flowing down to that, soalot of this district is goingto
8 | amfor the project. 8 that area and inpacting that, but you're saying that could be
9 That's all | got to say. 9 another district or were --
10 BOARD CHAl RPERSCN KEN SQUTER  Thank you. 10 ENG NEER RYAN MENHLL: No. No. |'mjust saying
1 MR PATR CK KENNEDY:  You' re wel core. 11 that we could potentially intercept that water before it gets
12 BOARD CHA RPERSON KEN SOUTER - (kay. | f - ever ybody 12 tothat area where it's ponding now So there would be
13 has told ne what they -- do we have anybody el se? 13 infrastructure put in place there.
14 UNNOMN SPEAKER - ND. 14 MR MATT RAY: Ckay. And then what about the
15 BOARD CHA RPERSON KEN SOUTER - (kay. | didn't see 15 others that are draining to that same watershed, the ones
16 you, I'msorry. 16 that are up Lake Sreet and --
17 Ckay, then | would take a notion to close -- 17 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL:  They woul d be included in
18 M MLTONRED K |I'mMIt Redick, 17170 Laura. 18 the assessment for that for whatever those inprovenents are.
19 The engi neer suggested we mght have three 19 MR MATT RAY: Viuld it nake nore sense to draw a
20 different projects, quite possible. Can they proceed if one 20 watershed around the actual area wth the largest inpact
21 of themdoesn't want to do it? Do you have another hearing 21 right now versus what we have here?
22 for each one so | can conplain so | don't have to pay for 22 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL:  That's what | was tal ki ng
23 that -- well that's what he said, | don't have to pay for the 23 about with the subdistricts that we woul d do based on this
24 one a half mle anay. 24 overall one.
25 BOARD CHAl RPERSON KEN SCUTER  You're not going to 25 So if we did sonething there, the people that
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1 contributed water to whatever inprovenents we did there, 1 two guys.
2 would be included in that subdistrict. 2 The way |'mlooking at this comment section, let's
3 This is the district that's before this board 3 say 5 percent of the property owners attended this neeting
4 today, there is not going to be any other. 4 that are affected here on the map, okay. Half of themdidn't
5 ( SEVERAL PECPLE SPEAKI NG OVER EACH OTHR ) 5 have a problem They support what they're proposing, but
6 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL:  I'monly referring to 6 they didn't have a problem they' re never wet.
7 subdistrict in the sense of the apportionment, that's it. 7 So you're talking about a very linited nunber of
8 BOARD (HA RPERSON KEN SAUTER - (kay. 8 people inthis area that have an issue. Severe issues when
9 M RCBERT METZLER Can | make one more? Robert 9 they have themlike the gentlenan over here have. That's one
10 Metzler, 15725 Beach Drive. 10 thing, okay.
11 | didwant to make a note though as far as we're 11 The next thing is, like | said, the | ake water is
12 talking about the water and being built up again too is that 12 the highest it's ever been.
13 one of the problens that we have had, and | don't knowif 13 BOARD CHAl RPERSON KEN SQUTER  This area i s wel |
14 Sacy has had this problemover there as vell, is just before 14 above the Iake |evel.
15 the thaw and ve get a lot of rain and everything like that, 15 BOARD MEMBER RN BRINK  Right. Isit?
16 before the ground is fully thaved, that becones a big probl em 16 BOARD CHA RPERSON KEN SAUTER It i s.
17 as well. 17 BOARD MEMBER RN BRINK  So that doesn't affect
18 So like that's why | kind of want to put an 18 this at all.
19 enphasis, this happens throughout the year, this is not 19 BOARD SECRETARY R CH VANDER KLXK: No.
20 happening at one certain tine. 20 BOARD MEMBER RN BRINK  That answers that. That's
21 C course when the snow and everything is frozen, 21 ny question. Ckay.
22 no problem But when you have runoff and you have frost that 22 | think those are the only things I'd like to
23 starts less than six feet down, that builds up that basin, 23 discuss. | don't know | don't know where you assess a
24 and that's sonething to consider. 24 vhole district for alinted nunber of -- | agree thereis a
25 BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER - (kay.  Then at that 25 problem
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1 point, | think we've heard fromeverybody. 1 BOARD SECRETARY R CH VANDER KLXK: But | think in
2 I"mgoing to close this hearing, the public portion 2 terns of assessing the whole district, it was pointed out, |
3 of this hearing. 3 think, that that may not be the case. | nean it depends on
4 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KL&K I |1 support 4 vhere -- if we would approve it, the Véter Resource
5 that. 5 Commissioner woul d have to do a cost-benefit analysis and
6 BOARD CHAl RPERSON KEN SCUTER - And, Rich, 1'd like 6 determine vhat's the scope of the project and what are the
7 to ask what your thoughts are on this. 7 paraneters for that project, and that woul d determne at sone
8 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLXK: V@I let ne -- | 8 point what the apportionnent woul d be for residents.
9 just want to consult ny notes here. 9 BOARD MEVBER RIN BRINK | understand that. But we
10 | woul d say that based on the public comment that 10 got -- we have residents here, this gentlenan |ives here, he
11 obviously there is a necessity. So -- and everyone, pretty 11 doesn't have a problem the guy right next door does, okay,
12 much everyone, not everyone, but spoke in favor of -- 12 Joeis going to have a tough tine differentiating.
13 BOARD CHAl RPERSCN KEN SCUTER  Soret hi ng. 13 BOARD CHAl RPERSCN KEN SCUTER  That' s not our
14 BOARD SECRETARY R CH VANDER KLXK -~ of doing 14 problem
15 something. And | think Ryan, our engineer, in his 15 BOARD MEMBER RN BRINK | know that. 1" mbeing
16 presentation told us that the -- we have the boundaries that 16 realistic.
17 are laid out here, but he said that sone of those could -- 17 BOARD CHAl RPERSON KEN SQUTER  But that's what
18 there was flexihbility. And so | think that's a good thing. 18 the --
19 And Jerry fromthe road comission, at the very 19 BOARD SECRETARY RCH VANDER KLXK:  That' s the
20  beginning nade the comment that these | eaching hasins have 20 purviewreally of the Wter Resources Commissioner, and the
21 fulfilled their lifetine use. And so obviously fromtheir 21 engineer to look at that.
22 perspective sonething has to be done. 22 And they wouldn't look at it if we would say, there
23 And so | would speak in favor of the necessity for 23 isreally not aproblem solet's just leave it the way it
24 this. 24 is. Soit would not be addressed, in ny opinion, it woul dn't
25 BOARD MEMBER RN BRINK | have a question for you 25 he addressed appropriately.
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Page 60

1 BOARD MEMBER RN BRNK Ckay.  Another questi on 1 BOARD SECRETARY R (H VANDER KLCXK:  Aye.
2 that | have, fixing the |eaching basins seems |ike the first 2 BOARD CHAl RPERSCN KEN SQUTER - (pposed?
3 response to ne. It sounds like there is a problemwith them 3 It's carried
4 correct? 4 That conpl etes this meeting
5 BOARD CHAl RPERSCN KEN SQUTER  Um hum 5 | wish the Drain Conmissioner well on this one
6 BOARD MEVBER RN BRINK  So | guess what do we do, 6 because it's going to be alot of different little things to
7 are we addressing is this a problemor are we addressing to 7 take care of, and it's probably going to be a difficult one
8 go forward? 8 todo
9 BOARD CHAl RPERSON KEN SCUTER | we say no, 9 Thank you very much for your attendance and your
10 there -- it's going to stay status quo. MNothing wll be 10 input into this meeting
11 fixed. 1 BOARD SECRETARY R CH VANDER KLCK:  Thank you very
12 BOARD MEMBER RN BRINK VI there is a problem 12 much.
13 BOARD CHA RPERSCIN KEN SOUTER - (kay.  That' s what 13 (B concl uded at 11:21 a.m)
14 we needed you to say. 14
15 BOARD MEMBER RIN BRINK |5 everybody happy? 15
16 BOARD CHA RPERSON KEN SIUTER (kay.  Basical ly | 16
17 think -- 1"ve been on a lot of these boards, and | think the 17
18  higgest question on this particular drainis callingit Coles 18
19  Park Drain, and not Strawberry Point Drain. | think if ve 19
20 would have called it Srawberry Point Drain, everybody woul d 20
21 say, okay, thisis all part of the drain. Vé're not just 21
22 singling out Qoles Park as being the only problemchild 22
23 because Goles Park really isn't the problemchild, they have 23
24 adrain already. 24
25 It's -- it's incorporating a lot of things. Maybe 25
Page 59 Page 61
1 drains out to Spring Lake different ways, naybe | eaching ! CERTI FI CATI ON OF COURT REPORTER AND NOTARY PUBLI C
2 basins fixed, maybe -- | think thisis going to be a real 2 ——
3 difficult project to nake everybody happy. j STATE GF MGHEW )
4 BOARD MEMBER RN BRINK - That' s what |" m sayi ng. 5 ) ss
5 (A 11:20 a.m wvent off the record.) 6 COUNTY OF MUSKEGON )
6 (A 11:23 a.m wvent on the record.) 7
7 BOARD CHAl RPERSON KEN SQUTER Basicallyvxhat I'm 8 | certify that this transcript, consisting of 61
8 goingtocal for isanotion, and the metionis in front of o pages. is a conplete, true and correct record of the BOD -
10 Coles Park Drain, to the best of ny ability, held on December
9 15 here. 11 5, 2019.
10 Yep, it's a notion on the decision of necessity. | 12
11 need a notion. 13
12 BOARD SECRETARY R CH VANDER LXK M. Chairman, | 14 DATE: Decenber 26, 2019
13 woul d make the notion that the proposed naintenance and 15 y
14 inprovenent of the Coles Park Drain as petitioned as of 16 mﬂ}"“ G’?_\
15 Septenmber 9, 2019 is necessary and conducive to the public #
. 17 MARJORI E A. COVEY, CSR-2616
16 health, safety, convenience and welfare. 141 East M chigan Avene, Suite 206
7 BOARD CHAl RPERSON KEN SIUTER - Do ve have a second? 18 Kal amazoo, M 49007
18 BOARD MEMBER RN BRINK  1'I1 second that. 1. 800. 878. 8750
19 BOARD CHAl RPERSON KEN SQUTER - Move and seconded. 19
20 |'s there any di scussi on? Notary Public Expires: Qctober 14, 2021, Miskegon
21 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLCK. Mo, | think -- 20 County, Mchigan/Acting in the State of M chigan.
2 BONRD CHA RPERSON KEN SCUTRR ALl in favor, say .
23 aye. 23
24 BOARD MEVBER RN BRNK  Aye. 24
25 BOARD CHAl RPERSON KEN SQUTER  Aye. 25
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