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STATE OF M CH GAN
COUNTY OF OTTAVA

I N RE: FAI RFI ELD FARMS DRAI'N

BOARD OF DETERM NATI ON

Proceedi ngs comenced at 11:00 a.m, on Thursday, July
30, 2020, at the Holland Charter Township Fire Departnent,
Station 1, 131 Riley Street, Holland, M chigan, held before
Marjorie A Covey, CSR-2616, Certified Shorthand Reporter and

Not ary Public.

APPEARANCES:

Joe Bush, Otawa County Water Resources Comm ssioner
Chad Meints, Water Resources Chief Deputy
Sara Hirst, Secretary to Water Resources Conm

Bill Cargo, Board Chairperson

Ken Souter, Board Secretary

Ri ch Vander Kl ok, Board Menber

St eve Bul thuis, Manager, Holland Charter Township

Lucas Ti nmer, Engineer, Prein & Newhof
Ken Bosnmm, Engi neer, Prein & Newhof
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Hol | and, M chi gan
July 30, 2020 - 11:01 a.m
PROCEEDI NGS

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH. Well good norni ng,
gentl enmen. Thanks for conming to the Board of Determ nation
at Holland Fire Departnment. Usually it's at the Holl and
Townshi p, but this norning we have the fire departnent.

So thanks for coming for the Fairfield Farns Drain
Board of Determ nation.

You're probably like, what is this, what's this al
about, why are we here this norning.

So a little bit of history; Holland Townshi p has
been petitioning us for orphan drains. This is declared as
an orphan drain so the township, road conmm ssion, who is
usually here, they couldn't be here this norning, or the
county, we don't have any jurisdiction, nor is it part of our
infrastructure as part of the county drain legally.

So we're here today to hold a Board of
Determ nation. And what that nmeans is | have to pick three
peopl e, and these three gentl enen have been on nmany, nany
board neeti ngs.

You're probably like, why is it at 10 o'clock in
the norning, why not at night? WIlIl to get their schedul es
and then to get these schedul ed and get her schedule -- we

have a court reporter because everyone of these board of
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determ nations are court recorded word for word for your
protection and nmy protection, so we can |look at it |ater and
say, what did | say, what was said, what is Joe doing or the
townshi p or whatever, so everything is court recorded word
for word

So when we get petitions, we have to hold a Board
of Determ nation by Drain Code and that's why we're here this
norning and that's for an orphan drain. Sonetines it's for
an orphan, sonetinmes for an extension of a branch.

Sonme of you m ght have been in the Drain 52 notice
that went out and that's adding a branch to another existing
drain. The particular branch that we're | ooking at doing is
an or phan drain.

Part of Noordel oos Creek, and we can answer
questions later, but part of Noordel oos Creek is an orphan
and I don't have any jurisdiction over it.

And the people petitioned ne for that. People in
the downstream end petitioned ne so | have to hold a Board of
Det ermi nati on by Drain Code.

But this one today that we're dealing with that's
up there and on this board is the Fairfield Farnms Drain.

So over the past, since |'ve been elected we've
been establishing --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Can you define what you nean

by or phan?
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WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH: So orphan neans
t hat nobody has any ownershi p.

So there is sonme stormsewer in the road and there
is sonme storm sewer that goes through sone people's property,
| don't know if either of you gentlenen live on -- when you
| ook at the screen up there, there you go. Lucas had a
poi nter.

So that if anything fails in that blue |line system
which is the drain as it is today, then the road comm ssion
typically won't fix it unless it's sonething really, really
bad, and it's a safety issue; or in the backyard drai nage
there is a pipe failure, a sink hole, the pipe coll apses, an
or phan neans nobody will be able to fix it.

Typically the people in the bottomend don't want
to take everybody else's water and have to pay for it at the
sane tine.

So an orphan neans | don't have any easenents, |
don't have a route and course, nor is it under ny
jurisdiction. It's under nobody's, not even usually the
associ ati on.

And the township can't spend public funds, or
Otawa County or the road comm ssion, without it being a
county drain. So that's what this process is today.

And Bill, who will probably be the chair of this

t hr ee- panel board today, he can kind of wal k through that
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qui ckly of what that neans.

Yeah, that's an orphan. That neans it's just out
there. And there is about 70 of these left, orphans. W' ve
been trying to tackle 10 to 15 a year. And the township is
petitioning nme those because infrastructure over tine ages
and has issues.

At some point or another there will be issues on
this stormsewer, and we want to make it to be a county drain
hopefully, if these three gentlenen decide that, so then if
there is an issue, they call nme, we have a staff, we have the
contractors on hand to go and fix it and get prices and do
all the legal stuff and actually pay for it.

So that's kind of what an orphan is.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Thank you

WATER RESOURCES COMM JCE BUSH: You're wel cone.

So the townshi p has been doing this, and the
townshi p been covering the costs. Like today's Board of
Determ nation, there is a cost for this and for the
engi neering and everything else. And the township picks that
cost up, because they feel that they want to do what's best
for their constituents, for a naster plan to get all the
infrastructure for storm sewers under our jurisdiction so
there is sonebody to call when there is an issue.

This is one of many. W have another one after

this one and we had one before you guys, another orphan
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drain.

So that's why we're here. Then | have to, for a
Board of Determ nation, | have to pick a three-panel board.
And | have to pick people who are not affiliated with
anything with this area, they don't live here, they don't
live in Holland Townshi p and they don't have any properties
or rentals or anything to do with this drain district.

And then | have to pick people who are usually
pretty famliar with Drain Code and understand how drai nage
wor ks and ki nd of understand why we're here today. And npst
of themwere in |ocal governnent or have been or are part of
the road conm ssi on and understand drai nage, which is
probably one of the nost inportant pieces in understanding
public conmment and testinony. Because they want to hear both
sides of the issues.

So that's why we're here today. And once | give
the oath to these three gentlenen, they will be actually be
running the hearing. It won't be ne. |If there is any
questions, you can refer themto nme through themor the
engi neers, and then that's after the oath.

So currently 1'll go ahead and do introductions and
we will go frommny right to left.

On the far right is Rich VanderKl ok, and he is from
Ceor get own Townshi p, he's a board nenber over there.

In the center is Bill Cargo. He's actually G and

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Haven Townshi p's superintendent or manager.

And then on the left is Ken Souter. Ken has 40
years at the Otawa County Road Comm ssion in the engineering
departnent, and he's retired now.

But these three gentl enmen have been on many, many
boards and t hey understand everything that we tal k about when
it cones to drainage, Drain Code, how | ocal governnment worKks,
and they're very good at kind of explaining why they' re here
t oday.

Again | just want to repeat they have no
affiliation wwth anything in this drain district and this is
all through Drain Code.

And then we have Margie, everything is court
recorded. That is not required by Drain Code, but | want
everything to be recorded so we can go back and reference
sonet hing, whether it's five, ten years fromnow. You go to
m ottawa. org, you can | ook under all the board of
determinations. There is neeting mnutes and that's her
court recorded mnutes. So you can just kind of reference
t hose down the road.

And then Steve Bulthuis, he is the Holland Township
Manager. And the engi neers today are Ken Bosnma and Lucas
Timrer, and they're both from Prein & Newhof who they usually
do a lot of these BODs for us. They're very famliar with

Hol | and Townshi p and kind of -- he'll have a presentation and
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wal k t hrough that process.

So when you do, if you have public comment, please
come to the podium give your nane and address and speak
| oudl y.

| do have ny mask down; according to the executive
order, if you're giving a presentation, you can have your
mask off so people can hear you. But I'll put it back on for

the protection of people but that's why it's not currently

on.

| think that's all | have for now, but 1'Il give
these gentlenen the oath and they' Il run the neeting and nove
f or war d.

So thank you for your tinme this norning.

Gentl enmen, please rise, raise your right hand.

Do you each solemly swear that you will faithfully
perform and di scharge the duties inposed upon you, as
required by law, as nenbers of the Board of Determ nation,
appoi nted by the Otawa County Water Resources Conm ssi oner
to determ ne the necessity to | ocate, establish and construct
a proposed Fairfield Farnms Drain | ocated in Holland Charter
Townshi p, in said county, gentlenen?

BOARD MEMBER BI LL CARGO | shall

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK: | w .

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOQUTER: | will.

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH: Thank you.
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BOARD MEMBER BI LL CARGO. The first thing we need

to do as a board is the election of the chairperson and

secretary.

Do | have a notion to elect a chairperson?

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK: | woul d nove that
Bill Cargo be elected as chair.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER |'Il second that.

BOARD MEMBER BI LL CARGO. W have a notion and
support to el ect Cargo as chairperson.

Al in favor, say aye.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOQUTER: Aye.

BOARD MEMBER Bl LL CARGO.  Aye.

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK: Aye.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. And it is passed
unani nousl y.

I will make a notion that Ken Souter be appointed
as the secretary for this board of review

Do | have support?

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK: |'Ill support that.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO  And so we have a
notion by Bill, supported by Rich for Ken to be the
secretary.

Al in favor, say aye.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOQUTER: Aye.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO  Aye.
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BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK: Aye.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO And that again is
passed unani nously.

Now we al so have a rule for public coment.
Typically this is nore inportant when we have very | arge
audi ences, today there is not. But you can sumarize War And
Peace in three minutes. And so we ask people to limt their
coment to three m nutes.

Do | have a notion to limt public conments to
three m nutes per person?

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK: 1'Ill make that
nmot i on.

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER: |'Ill second that
nmot i on.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. A notion by Rich
supported by Ken to limt public coments to three mnutes
per person.

Al'l in favor, say aye.

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER: Aye.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON Bl LL CARGO  Aye.

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK: Aye.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO And that is also
unani nousl y adopt ed.

Now we' re going to start out with coments fromthe

townshi p, the townshi p superintendent or manager is here
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t oday.

Steve, do you have any comments on this orphan
drai n?

HOLLAND TOWNSHI P MANAGER STEVE BULTHUI S:  Yeah
good nor ni ng.

| just want to reiterate what was noted earlier,
that the townshi p has systematically been trying to take the
orphan drains within the township and nove them under the
jurisdiction of the Gttawa County WAter Resources
Commi ssioner's office and that was the reason for the
petition.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. And from what |
understand, | think it was alluded to earlier, if this is an
or phan drain, not under the control of any public entity,
typically we can not spend public nonies on a private drain.
I's that true?

HOLLAND TOWNSHI P MANAGER STEVE BULTHU S:  Yes, it

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO | al so understand
that for normal nmaintenance, mnor nmaintenance, $10,000 or
| ess, that Holland Charter Township would sinply pay that out
of their general fund and not assess the property owners?
HOLLAND TOMWNSHI P MANAGER STEVE BULTHUI'S:  That is
correct.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO | appreciate that,
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t hank you, Steve.

Then we al so have the engineering firmof Prein &
Newhof, and one of their engineers, Lucas, is going to be
giving a presentation, and he's gotten very good at this and
can get through this fairly quickly, so we will have you wal k
through this fairly quickly.

ENG NEER LUCAS TI MVER: Thank you, Bill.

My nanme is Lucas Tinmmer, |'man engineer with Prein
& Newhof. We were hired by the Gttawa County WAter Resources
Commi ssioner to do sone prelinmnary engineering on the
Fairfield Farnms orphan drain.

During the presentation I'lIl ask you to refrain
from aski ng questions. You'll have an opportunity during
public testinony to ask any questions about what was
presented to you today.

The Fairfield Farnms Drain is an orphan drain
system The definition of an orphan drain is that it is an
exi sting stormwater drain systemthat is wthout authorized
| ocal and county governnental jurisdiction and
adm ni strative, procedural and fundi ng nmechani sns to address
current or future needs for mai ntenance and i nprovenents.

As Steve nentioned, Holland Township is taking a
proactive approach of establishing the orphan drains wthin
Hol | and Township to nake them county drains so that these

orphan drains can then have a governnental unit connected to
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it if it were to becone an established county drain.

So as part of that process the township had to file
a petition to establish a drainage district on June 3, 2020.
And follow ng that we were then required to have this
M chi gan Board of Determ nation nmeeting that gives residents
within the drainage district the opportunity to present their
case and also for the engineer to present their case on this
or phan drain system

So for Fairfield Farns Drain we began our
prelimnary engineering by reviewing utility record draw ngs,
utilities being stormsewer, water nmain, sanitary sewer. And
we also reviewed plat maps. Fairfield Farns plat was
established in 1993. And as part of that establishnent
process it did not go through the formal process of getting
the storm sewer as an established county drain. So right now
the storm sewer as nentioned is an orphan system

What we then did is we delineated a drai nage
di strict or a watershed boundary using county G S contour
data and aerials. Watersheds essentially are whatever runoff
contributes to the stormwater system you would be
consi dered included in that watershed.

W then visited the site to locate drain
infrastructure and to confirmdrai nage patterns just to
ensure what we did in the office matched up with what we were

seeing on site.
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So this slide here shows the red watershed boundary
(indicating). Everyone within this watershed is considered
contributing runoff to the proposed Fairfield Farns Drain.

The Fairfield Farns Drain currently starts up at
Churchill Court. It runs to the south here (indicating),
towards Deerfield Drive. It runs west along Deerfield Drive
(i ndicating).

It drains into an easenent between these two
properties into this pond here that's |ocated outside the
plat (indicating). The pond then drains to the south in an
unnanmed wat ercourse that eventually drains into Drain Nunber
52, or what's proposed to be Drain Nunber 52 or Noordel oos
Cr eek.

So I'mguessing there is sone questions on how you
can be in nore than one watershed. You guys are in the
Fairfield Farns watershed, and then there are bigger
wat er sheds that conprom se these snal | er watersheds.

So not only are you in the Fairfield Farns
wat er shed, you woul d be in the Noordel oos Creek watershed,
you'd be in the Lake M chi gan wat ershed, you'd be in the
Atlantic Ccean watershed, if that nmakes sense.

The next slide here just shows the drai nage
di strict boundary and the route and course with an aerial.

We do have a map | ocated over here (indicating), so

i f you want to point out to the board where you live during
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your public testinony, feel free to cone to this board and
poi nt out where your parcel is |ocated.

So following this presentation, the board will have
a couple quick questions to the engineer, but then there wll
be an opportunity for public testinony.

The board will then determ ne after public
testi nmony whether it's necessary for this petition to -- for
the drain to be established based on public health, welfare
and/ or conveni ence.

If they deemthat it's necessary for this orphan
systemto becone a county drain, then it will becone a county
drai n.

If after testinony they determne that it's not
necessary, then no further action wll occur, and the
exi sting stormwater systemw || remain as an orphan system
with no governnental unit attached to it.

Steve nentioned this as well, but I would want to
mention the second bullet point here (indicating). From what
we' ve heard and seen we're not aware of any drai nage issues
in this drainage district. W're not aware of any probl ens
with the storm sewer.

So today if this drain is deened necessary by the
Board to becone a county drain, and there are absolutely no
drai nage i ssues, the cost of getting this established as a

county drain is covered 100 percent by Holland Charter

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

15




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Townshi p. The property owners will not be assessed for any
of those costs.

However, if we do find out today or in the days
ahead or years ahead that there are drai nage i ssues, what
woul d happen then is we would go through a process where the
Otawa County Water Resources Conmmi ssioner would have Prein &
Newhof review feasible projects to inprove drai nage. W
woul d then select a project, we would conduct project design
and survey, easenent acquisition.

We woul d then go through a project bid and
construction. And what woul d happen then is we'd have a day
of review of apportionnent where everyone within the
wat er shed boundary woul d be aware of an upcom ng assessnent
for the project.

So an apportionnment is a percentage of your total
costs, so you'd know your total costs by the tine we bid the
project out. And assessnents then would be nade to Otawa
County, the road comm ssion, Holland Townshi p, and i ndividua
property owners, if there were to be a project.

Down the road, say you live in your nei ghborhood
ten years from now and you notice the sewer has col |l apsed and
you' re having maj or flooding issues, what you'd have to do
then is you would go through a petition process simlar to
what we went through today, and there would then be anot her

Board of Determ nation where we di scuss what issues are going
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on.

And then you would then have the opportunity then
for the drain to be maintained. And those assessnents again
woul d be made out to Holland Township, the Otawa County Road
Comm ssion, the property owners within the district and
O tawa County.

It's worth nentioning though if there is ever a
m nor issue, say there is a catch basin that has a | ot of
sand in it so it's not draining properly, Drain Code allows
the Water Resources Conmi ssioner to do that work if it's |less
t han $5, 000 per mile per drain, they can do that work wi thout
a petition.

And often tines too, |ike what Steve nentioned,
those costs for any mnor projects, say it's a 5,000 or
$10, 000 cost, the township would cover up to $10, 000 of that
cost and pay for it without the need for that being assessed
out to the property owners.

That's the end of ny presentation.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON Bl LL CARGO:  Ken?

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER: | have a question.

ENG NEER LUCAS Tl MVER:  Yes.

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER: You covered the storm
drai nage systemw thin the street and the outlet and the
| ower pond. | also see on your map there i s an upper pond on

that property.
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Is that an open ditch |line on the back side of
those lots, or is that a tile drain systemthere too?

ENG NEER LUCAS TI MVER: Good question, Ken. | did
not cover this, | should have during the presentation.

So there is a pond | ocated here (indicating) on
Community Thorn Church's property. The outlet is a storm
sewer systemthat goes through an easenent through these
backyards and ends up draining then into this unnanmed
wat ercourse that ends up getting its way into Noordel oos
Cr eek.

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOQUTER: That woul d be part of
this --

ENG NEER LUCAS TI MMER:  Correct.

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  Ckay.

ENG NEER LUCAS TI MMER: The intent would be to
establish this pond, this pond, and that storm sewer system
as a county drain (indicating).

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. Thank you

Ri ch, any questions?

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK:  No.

BOARD CHAlI RPERSON BI LL CARGO  Ckay.

| appreciate the tine.

A qui ck question, Lucas. Up to this point, before
we realized this was an orphan drain, it was assuned that

this was a county drain when the plats were established back
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in 1993, | understand?

ENG NEER LUCAS TI MMER: That is correct.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO: Okay. It was just
that they hadn't done the paperwork properly when they
created this subdivision?

ENG NEER LUCAS TI MVER: That's correct.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. Thank you very nuch

At this stage we're going to open it up for public
conment s.

"Il just rem nd everybody in the audi ence, both
menbers, to just state your nane and address, and then we --
you can conme up to the podium if you want to take off your
masks so that you can be heard clearly by Margi e especially,
I woul d appreciate that.

So in the second row, the individual on ny right,
woul d you |ike to make any conments?

MR. STEVEN SCHREMS: | just have a question.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. |If you'd cone up to
t he podi um and gi ve your name and address.

MR STEVEN SCHREMS: Steve Schrens, 10233
Strawberry Lane.

My only question, is |ooking at the map, the

properties identified as 126, that boundary |ine goes hal fway

in between the property lots. [|'mjust wondering why that

was put |ike that, halfway through.
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BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO  Lucas, if you could
explain the el evations there.

ENG NEER LUCAS Tl MVER:  Yes.

So the reason why we put it like that was this,

t hese backyards of these six properties (indicating) drain to
the east, and they do not then nake their way into the storm
sewer systemalong Fairfield Drive here.

So that's why they were considered half in the
di strict because the front part of their yard would end up
getting into that storm sewer system and the back portion of
their yard then ends up getting into this field, and then
we're not aware of howthis field is tiled, but it's possible
it ends up draining to the south and doesn't get into the
storm sewer systemin the road.

Does that nmake sense?

MR STEVEN SCHREMS: Yes, it does.

Wul d that make any determ nation of how future
assessnents are made within these boundaries, how nuch they
woul d be assessed?

ENG NEER LUCAS TI MMER: Yes. So, and Joe, you can
add in on this too, but how the day of review of
apportionnents work is it's based on the area of |and you
have within the drainage district. |It's also based on your
| and type usage.

That's often how Joe will do this. There is other
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t hi ngs he considers when he's conmng up with an apportionnent
roll.

But it's worth noting that these property owners
with half of their property in, would likely be paying |ess
than the properties with their full property in

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO  Lucas, would it al so
be fair that if there is a drainage district to the east,

t hose back properties would then be assessed, if there was
ever a drain project for outside of this district, they would
be included in that assessnent area?

ENG NEER LUCAS TI MMER: That is correct, Bill.

If this field here were ever to becone a
nei ghbor hood (i ndicating), these backyards then would drain
into the -- this drainage district so then they would be a
part of that drainage district.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. And they could al so
be a part of the larger, what is it called, the 5 --

ENG NEER LUCAS TI MVER: Drai n Nunber 52.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO  So if there was ever
an assessnent to Drain Nunber 52, the backyard woul d be
assessed in one area and the front yard mi ght be assessed in
anot her ?

ENG NEER LUCAS TI MVER: Probably -- |'mnot sure
what Drain 52's boundary is. |It's possible that this field

is in Drain 52's boundary al ready.
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So that would nean their whole parcel would be in
the Drain 52 watershed.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. | appreciate that.

Any further questions or comments?

MR. STEVEN SCHREMS: Just to note that that |arge
parcel to the east of us is up for sale, and it could be
changi ng qui ckly.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. Coul d be changi ng,
absol utely.

MR. STEVEN SCHREMS: Thank you.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO The good news is if
it's devel oped as a residential devel opnent or any other type
of developnent, it will inmediately be brought into the Water
Resour ces Conm ssioner's responsibility.

MR. STEVEN SCHREMS: Thank you very nmnuch.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO  Yes.

And the gentleman next to him do you have any
qguestions or coments?

MR M CHAEL LYON: Yes, | do.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO  Nane and address if
you' d cone up

MR. M CHAEL LYON: M chael Lyon, 10255 Strawberry
Lane. It would be parcel 28 on this map right here.

First is you nentioned that when this plat was

drawn up back in '"93, it was assuned to be part of the Otawa
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County's jurisdiction, but it wasn't. So were we being
I mproperly charged the whole tinme, or assessed for the
previ ous 26 years?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. | don't think you' ve
been assessed anythi ng over the past 26 years, have you?

MR MCHAEL LYON: | don't know.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO.  No, you have not.
"' msaying you haven't.

MR. M CHAEL LYON: Ckay.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. So you haven't been
I nproperly assessed.

They may have spent public nonies to maintain this
orphan drain, and that's what we're trying to correct today.
Because | suspect the drain conm ssioner has been in there
cl eani ng out pipes or cleaning out stormditches by the
O tawa County Road Conmmi ssion or drain comm ssion. So
t hey' ve probably been maintaining this, they just didn't
realize it wasn't part of their county drain system That's
why it's now consi dered an orphan drain.

MR. M CHAEL LYON: Okay. A second conment sl ash
question is that you nentioned earlier that this has been
deternmined if there was 100 percent of functionality in the
system here, the | andowners woul d not be charged anything or
assessed anything to be pulled into this new way of doing

t hi ngs wi thout bei ng charged.
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But then -- so what -- it seens a little squishy to
me, so I'mleaning into next Monday's thing. |I'mkind of
concerned that if, okay, yes, today is 100 percent, but then
Monday, we're not 100 percent here. So we kind of blindly
went into saying that we will not be charged anything; but
oh, by the way of back door, we're getting charged sonething
here.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO | do want to nmake a
point that first of all Holland Charter Township will pay the
cost of establishing this as a county drain if this Board
determnes it.

MR. M CHAEL LYON: Ckay.

BOARD CHAlI RPERSON BI LL CARGO So that cost is
t here.

The other thing I want to determne is there is
nothing that we are aware of that is wong within this
drai nage district which is going to be called the Fairfield
Farms Drain. That said, you are also part of a |arger
drai nage district which is the --

ENG NEER LUCAS TI MVMER:  Drai n Nunmber 52.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO  -- Drain Nunmber 52.

If there is something wong or if there is a
proj ect needed for Drain Nunber 52, regardl ess of whether
Fairfield Farnms is brought into the county system you would

be under the county systemfor Drain Nunber 52.
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MR M CHAEL LYON: Ckay.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. So this is sinply
saying they're dealing with the drain systemwthin this very
smal | section of what is going to be maybe a larger Drain
Nunmber 52.

MR. M CHAEL LYON: Gkay. | was concerned of it
bei ng a backdoor way of trying to --

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. Not a backdoor way.
This is an orphan drain, conpletely separate as far as the
i ssues related to Drain Nunber 52.

MR. M CHAEL LYON. Ckay. So then going forward
woul d there be |like some per mll| assessnent in all these
t hi ngs?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO: They typical |y don't
do a per mll| assessnent. |If there is an assessnent, it
normal ly is not based on mllage or the value of your
property, it's based on what your property contributes to
t hat wat er shed.

So for instance an industrial area that has a | ot
of inpervious | and, woul d pay a hi gher assessnent than a
residential. And also the larger the lot, the larger the
assessment, and these are fairly small lots up there.

MR MCHAEL LYON: It's actually nothing bigger
than half an acre. So do they do a soil drainage test?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. They don't normal ly
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get that -- parse it down to that degree. They know what the
soils are in the area, they can take a | ook at what the

I npervi ous area for each of these lots is by |ooking at the
aerial photographs.

But they don't go and do a soil test on each |ot.
That woul d be expensive and probably wouldn't add anything to
any assessnent fornula that the Water Resources Commi ssi oner
woul d establ i sh.

MR. M CHAEL LYON. Ckay, thank you.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO  Appreciate it.

That said, since we only have two nenbers of the
public here today, | am now going to close the public coment
period, and we will turn it over to the Board Menbers.

And I'mgoing to start on ny left with Rich.

Ri ch, do you have any questions or conments you
woul d I'i ke to make after this public testinony?

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLCK: | have no
questions. | do feel that it would be wise to bring this
into the Gtawa County WAater Resources Commi ssion and this
drai nage district. So | would be in favor of adding that.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. Ken, do you have any
questions or conmments?

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER: No, but the Fairfield
Farnms Drain is now 27 years old, | nean so things can start

happening. It shouldn't, but things can start happening and
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this will give thema way to correct those situations if and
when it does happen. So I'min favor of it.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO | would al so note
that again | amin favor of this mainly because of two
things; one is that it was assuned for decades that this was
part of the Otawa County drain system the fact that there
probably has been nmai ntenance that was done on this, and al so
on the fact that eventually everything fails. W know that
infrastructure is going to fail.

| think Holland Charter Township is very generous
when paying a portion of what | woul d consider m nor
mai nt enance, sonething | ess than 10, 000.

And also if there is major maintenance that has to
occur or replacenent, you' d want the county to pay an
at-large portion, you' d want the road conm ssion to pay an
at-large portion, and you' d want the township to pay an
at-large township, which they can't do if it's not part of
the county drain system

So that said, | will nmake a notion that the
| ocation, establishnent and construction of the Brookview
Drain --

THE REPORTER: |'m sorry, what drain?

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOQUTER:  You sai d Brookvi ew.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO.  You know what ? |

di d. Because that's the notion in front of ne and it was now
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now changed.

I want to say the Fairfield Farns. |'mgoing to
say this again.

Il will nmake a notion that the |ocation,
establ i shnment and construction of the Fairfield Farnms Drain
I s necessary and conducive to the public health, convenience
or wel fare.

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOQUTER: 1'll second that.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO So we have a notion
by nysel f, supported by Ken.

Is there any further discussion?

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK:  No.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO In that case, all in
favor, say aye.

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK: Aye.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO  Aye.

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER: Aye.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. And it is passed
unani nousl y.

Mar gi e, thank you very much for catching that error
on ny part.

As far as the next step, I'mgoing to turn it over
to the Water Resources Conmm ssioner who will talk about the
appeal s process.

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH So you can appea
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today's Board of Determ nation ten days after today with
probate, if sonebody felt Iike they needed to appeal it. But
| don't know if you two gentlenmen want to do that but you
can, it's your right, with probate, so not through our

of fice.

Also | just want to make sure -- those were great
questions and | appreciate the tinme that you guys took this
norning to understand it.

| think the Drain 52, when you say Drain 52 a | ot
of you guys m ght know it as Noordel oos Creek. And | don't
have any jurisdiction, it's an orphan creek per se and there
is alot of trees in, alot of stuff init.

I just wanted to clarify that was petitioned by
people on the lower end and we were just adding a branch
potentially. W'Il have the sane setup, | think it will be
via Zoom because we had over 5,000 people in the mailing. So
it's a big watershed but we won't be able to hold it in
person |ike this.

So that's part of Noordel oos Creek, everybody knows
it as Noordel oos but we call it Drain 52 because that's what
it was petitioned as a branch of 52, which is a drain further
to the north off of 112th. So it's a branch so that's what
that is. Hopefully that kind of clarifies it.

Again it's still an orphan creek. The Noordel oos,

peopl e have been wanting to petition that for a nunber of
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years and nobody wanted to take the bull by the horns except
now with all the flooding this year

Earlier this spring, with the water tables, the
groundwat er issues, all the rain events, there has been
peopl e down on the lower end like, hey. And it's their right
through Drain Code to petition nme and they did.

So that's what we're doing next Monday. So | hope
you can join in on the Zoom But | appreciate your tine this
nor ni ng, so thank you.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO  And so wit hout
objection, we're going to adjourn this board of review at
approxi mately 10: 33.

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOQUTER:  11: 33.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO  No objections, so we
are adj our ned.

(Board of Determination adjourned at 11:33 a.m)
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           1                            STATE OF MICHIGAN



           2                             COUNTY OF OTTAWA



           3



           4



           5  IN RE: FAIRFIELD FARMS DRAIN



           6         BOARD OF DETERMINATION
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           9             Proceedings commenced at 11:00 a.m., on Thursday, July



          10       30, 2020, at the Holland Charter Township Fire Department,
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          21        Mr. Lucas Timmer, Engineer, Prein & Newhof

                    Mr. Ken Bosma, Engineer, Prein & Newhof
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           1                 Holland, Michigan



           2                 July 30, 2020 - 11:01 a.m.



           3                                  PROCEEDINGS



           4                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Well good morning,



           5       gentlemen.  Thanks for coming to the Board of Determination



           6       at Holland Fire Department.  Usually it's at the Holland



           7       Township, but this morning we have the fire department.



           8                 So thanks for coming for the Fairfield Farms Drain



           9       Board of Determination.



          10                 You're probably like, what is this, what's this all



          11       about, why are we here this morning.



          12                 So a little bit of history; Holland Township has



          13       been petitioning us for orphan drains.  This is declared as



          14       an orphan drain so the township, road commission, who is



          15       usually here, they couldn't be here this morning, or the



          16       county, we don't have any jurisdiction, nor is it part of our



          17       infrastructure as part of the county drain legally.



          18                 So we're here today to hold a Board of



          19       Determination.  And what that means is I have to pick three



          20       people, and these three gentlemen have been on many, many



          21       board meetings.



          22                 You're probably like, why is it at 10 o'clock in



          23       the morning, why not at night?  Well to get their schedules



          24       and then to get these scheduled and get her schedule -- we



          25       have a court reporter because everyone of these board of
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           1       determinations are court recorded word for word for your



           2       protection and my protection, so we can look at it later and



           3       say, what did I say, what was said, what is Joe doing or the



           4       township or whatever, so everything is court recorded word



           5       for word.



           6                 So when we get petitions, we have to hold a Board



           7       of Determination by Drain Code and that's why we're here this



           8       morning and that's for an orphan drain.  Sometimes it's for



           9       an orphan, sometimes for an extension of a branch.



          10                 Some of you might have been in the Drain 52 notice



          11       that went out and that's adding a branch to another existing



          12       drain.  The particular branch that we're looking at doing is



          13       an orphan drain.



          14                 Part of Noordeloos Creek, and we can answer



          15       questions later, but part of Noordeloos Creek is an orphan



          16       and I don't have any jurisdiction over it.



          17                 And the people petitioned me for that.  People in



          18       the downstream end petitioned me so I have to hold a Board of



          19       Determination by Drain Code.



          20                 But this one today that we're dealing with that's



          21       up there and on this board is the Fairfield Farms Drain.



          22                 So over the past, since I've been elected we've



          23       been establishing --



          24                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Can you define what you mean



          25       by orphan?
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           1                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  So orphan means



           2       that nobody has any ownership.



           3                 So there is some storm sewer in the road and there



           4       is some storm sewer that goes through some people's property,



           5       I don't know if either of you gentlemen live on -- when you



           6       look at the screen up there, there you go.  Lucas had a



           7       pointer.



           8                 So that if anything fails in that blue line system,



           9       which is the drain as it is today, then the road commission



          10       typically won't fix it unless it's something really, really



          11       bad, and it's a safety issue; or in the backyard drainage



          12       there is a pipe failure, a sink hole, the pipe collapses, an



          13       orphan means nobody will be able to fix it.



          14                 Typically the people in the bottom end don't want



          15       to take everybody else's water and have to pay for it at the



          16       same time.



          17                 So an orphan means I don't have any easements, I



          18       don't have a route and course, nor is it under my



          19       jurisdiction.  It's under nobody's, not even usually the



          20       association.



          21                 And the township can't spend public funds, or



          22       Ottawa County or the road commission, without it being a



          23       county drain.  So that's what this process is today.



          24                 And Bill, who will probably be the chair of this



          25       three-panel board today, he can kind of walk through that
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           1       quickly of what that means.



           2                 Yeah, that's an orphan.  That means it's just out



           3       there.  And there is about 70 of these left, orphans.  We've



           4       been trying to tackle 10 to 15 a year.  And the township is



           5       petitioning me those because infrastructure over time ages



           6       and has issues.



           7                 At some point or another there will be issues on



           8       this storm sewer, and we want to make it to be a county drain



           9       hopefully, if these three gentlemen decide that, so then if



          10       there is an issue, they call me, we have a staff, we have the



          11       contractors on hand to go and fix it and get prices and do



          12       all the legal stuff and actually pay for it.



          13                 So that's kind of what an orphan is.



          14                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Thank you.



          15                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  You're welcome.



          16                 So the township has been doing this, and the



          17       township been covering the costs.  Like today's Board of



          18       Determination, there is a cost for this and for the



          19       engineering and everything else.  And the township picks that



          20       cost up, because they feel that they want to do what's best



          21       for their constituents, for a master plan to get all the



          22       infrastructure for storm sewers under our jurisdiction so



          23       there is somebody to call when there is an issue.



          24                 This is one of many.  We have another one after



          25       this one and we had one before you guys, another orphan
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           1       drain.



           2                 So that's why we're here.  Then I have to, for a



           3       Board of Determination, I have to pick a three-panel board.



           4       And I have to pick people who are not affiliated with



           5       anything with this area, they don't live here, they don't



           6       live in Holland Township and they don't have any properties



           7       or rentals or anything to do with this drain district.



           8                 And then I have to pick people who are usually



           9       pretty familiar with Drain Code and understand how drainage



          10       works and kind of understand why we're here today.  And most



          11       of them were in local government or have been or are part of



          12       the road commission and understand drainage, which is



          13       probably one of the most important pieces in understanding



          14       public comment and testimony.  Because they want to hear both



          15       sides of the issues.



          16                 So that's why we're here today.  And once I give



          17       the oath to these three gentlemen, they will be actually be



          18       running the hearing.  It won't be me.  If there is any



          19       questions, you can refer them to me through them or the



          20       engineers, and then that's after the oath.



          21                 So currently I'll go ahead and do introductions and



          22       we will go from my right to left.



          23                 On the far right is Rich VanderKlok, and he is from



          24       Georgetown Township, he's a board member over there.



          25                 In the center is Bill Cargo.  He's actually Grand
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           1       Haven Township's superintendent or manager.



           2                 And then on the left is Ken Souter.  Ken has 40



           3       years at the Ottawa County Road Commission in the engineering



           4       department, and he's retired now.



           5                 But these three gentlemen have been on many, many



           6       boards and they understand everything that we talk about when



           7       it comes to drainage, Drain Code, how local government works,



           8       and they're very good at kind of explaining why they're here



           9       today.



          10                 Again I just want to repeat they have no



          11       affiliation with anything in this drain district and this is



          12       all through Drain Code.



          13                 And then we have Margie, everything is court



          14       recorded.  That is not required by Drain Code, but I want



          15       everything to be recorded so we can go back and reference



          16       something, whether it's five, ten years from now.  You go to



          17       miottawa.org, you can look under all the board of



          18       determinations.  There is meeting minutes and that's her



          19       court recorded minutes.  So you can just kind of reference



          20       those down the road.



          21                 And then Steve Bulthuis, he is the Holland Township



          22       Manager.  And the engineers today are Ken Bosma and Lucas



          23       Timmer, and they're both from Prein & Newhof who they usually



          24       do a lot of these BODs for us.  They're very familiar with



          25       Holland Township and kind of -- he'll have a presentation and
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           1       walk through that process.



           2                 So when you do, if you have public comment, please



           3       come to the podium, give your name and address and speak



           4       loudly.



           5                 I do have my mask down; according to the executive



           6       order, if you're giving a presentation, you can have your



           7       mask off so people can hear you.  But I'll put it back on for



           8       the protection of people but that's why it's not currently



           9       on.



          10                 I think that's all I have for now, but I'll give



          11       these gentlemen the oath and they'll run the meeting and move



          12       forward.



          13                 So thank you for your time this morning.



          14                 Gentlemen, please rise, raise your right hand.



          15                 Do you each solemnly swear that you will faithfully



          16       perform and discharge the duties imposed upon you, as



          17       required by law, as members of the Board of Determination,



          18       appointed by the Ottawa County Water Resources Commissioner



          19       to determine the necessity to locate, establish and construct



          20       a proposed Fairfield Farms Drain located in Holland Charter



          21       Township, in said county, gentlemen?



          22                 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO:  I shall.



          23                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:  I will.



          24                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  I will.



          25                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Thank you.
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           1                 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO:  The first thing we need



           2       to do as a board is the election of the chairperson and



           3       secretary.



           4                 Do I have a motion to elect a chairperson?



           5                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:  I would move that



           6       Bill Cargo be elected as chair.



           7                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  I'll second that.



           8                 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO:  We have a motion and



           9       support to elect Cargo as chairperson.



          10                 All in favor, say aye.



          11                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  Aye.



          12                 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO:  Aye.



          13                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.



          14                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  And it is passed



          15       unanimously.



          16                 I will make a motion that Ken Souter be appointed



          17       as the secretary for this board of review.



          18                 Do I have support?



          19                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:  I'll support that.



          20                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  And so we have a



          21       motion by Bill, supported by Rich for Ken to be the



          22       secretary.



          23                 All in favor, say aye.



          24                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  Aye.



          25                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Aye.
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           1                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.



           2                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  And that again is



           3       passed unanimously.



           4                 Now we also have a rule for public comment.



           5       Typically this is more important when we have very large



           6       audiences, today there is not.  But you can summarize War And



           7       Peace in three minutes.  And so we ask people to limit their



           8       comment to three minutes.



           9                 Do I have a motion to limit public comments to



          10       three minutes per person?



          11                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:  I'll make that



          12       motion.



          13                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  I'll second that



          14       motion.



          15                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  A motion by Rich,



          16       supported by Ken to limit public comments to three minutes



          17       per person.



          18                 All in favor, say aye.



          19                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  Aye.



          20                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Aye.



          21                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.



          22                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  And that is also



          23       unanimously adopted.



          24                 Now we're going to start out with comments from the



          25       township, the township superintendent or manager is here
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           1       today.



           2                 Steve, do you have any comments on this orphan



           3       drain?



           4                 HOLLAND TOWNSHIP MANAGER STEVE BULTHUIS:  Yeah,



           5       good morning.



           6                 I just want to reiterate what was noted earlier,



           7       that the township has systematically been trying to take the



           8       orphan drains within the township and move them under the



           9       jurisdiction of the Ottawa County Water Resources



          10       Commissioner's office and that was the reason for the



          11       petition.



          12                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  And from what I



          13       understand, I think it was alluded to earlier, if this is an



          14       orphan drain, not under the control of any public entity,



          15       typically we can not spend public monies on a private drain.



          16       Is that true?



          17                 HOLLAND TOWNSHIP MANAGER STEVE BULTHUIS:  Yes, it



          18       is.



          19                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  I also understand



          20       that for normal maintenance, minor maintenance, $10,000 or



          21       less, that Holland Charter Township would simply pay that out



          22       of their general fund and not assess the property owners?



          23                 HOLLAND TOWNSHIP MANAGER STEVE BULTHUIS:  That is



          24       correct.



          25                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  I appreciate that,
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           1       thank you, Steve.



           2                 Then we also have the engineering firm of Prein &



           3       Newhof, and one of their engineers, Lucas, is going to be



           4       giving a presentation, and he's gotten very good at this and



           5       can get through this fairly quickly, so we will have you walk



           6       through this fairly quickly.



           7                 ENGINEER LUCAS TIMMER:  Thank you, Bill.



           8                 My name is Lucas Timmer, I'm an engineer with Prein



           9       & Newhof.  We were hired by the Ottawa County Water Resources



          10       Commissioner to do some preliminary engineering on the



          11       Fairfield Farms orphan drain.



          12                 During the presentation I'll ask you to refrain



          13       from asking questions.  You'll have an opportunity during



          14       public testimony to ask any questions about what was



          15       presented to you today.



          16                 The Fairfield Farms Drain is an orphan drain



          17       system.  The definition of an orphan drain is that it is an



          18       existing storm water drain system that is without authorized



          19       local and county governmental jurisdiction and



          20       administrative, procedural and funding mechanisms to address



          21       current or future needs for maintenance and improvements.



          22                 As Steve mentioned, Holland Township is taking a



          23       proactive approach of establishing the orphan drains within



          24       Holland Township to make them county drains so that these



          25       orphan drains can then have a governmental unit connected to
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           1       it if it were to become an established county drain.



           2                 So as part of that process the township had to file



           3       a petition to establish a drainage district on June 3, 2020.



           4       And following that we were then required to have this



           5       Michigan Board of Determination meeting that gives residents



           6       within the drainage district the opportunity to present their



           7       case and also for the engineer to present their case on this



           8       orphan drain system.



           9                 So for Fairfield Farms Drain we began our



          10       preliminary engineering by reviewing utility record drawings,



          11       utilities being storm sewer, water main, sanitary sewer.  And



          12       we also reviewed plat maps.  Fairfield Farms plat was



          13       established in 1993.  And as part of that establishment



          14       process it did not go through the formal process of getting



          15       the storm sewer as an established county drain.  So right now



          16       the storm sewer as mentioned is an orphan system.



          17                 What we then did is we delineated a drainage



          18       district or a watershed boundary using county GIS contour



          19       data and aerials.  Watersheds essentially are whatever runoff



          20       contributes to the storm water system, you would be



          21       considered included in that watershed.



          22                 We then visited the site to locate drain



          23       infrastructure and to confirm drainage patterns just to



          24       ensure what we did in the office matched up with what we were



          25       seeing on site.
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           1                 So this slide here shows the red watershed boundary



           2       (indicating).  Everyone within this watershed is considered



           3       contributing runoff to the proposed Fairfield Farms Drain.



           4                 The Fairfield Farms Drain currently starts up at



           5       Churchill Court.  It runs to the south here (indicating),



           6       towards Deerfield Drive.  It runs west along Deerfield Drive



           7       (indicating).



           8                 It drains into an easement between these two



           9       properties into this pond here that's located outside the



          10       plat (indicating).  The pond then drains to the south in an



          11       unnamed watercourse that eventually drains into Drain Number



          12       52, or what's proposed to be Drain Number 52 or Noordeloos



          13       Creek.



          14                 So I'm guessing there is some questions on how you



          15       can be in more than one watershed.  You guys are in the



          16       Fairfield Farms watershed, and then there are bigger



          17       watersheds that compromise these smaller watersheds.



          18                 So not only are you in the Fairfield Farms



          19       watershed, you would be in the Noordeloos Creek watershed,



          20       you'd be in the Lake Michigan watershed, you'd be in the



          21       Atlantic Ocean watershed, if that makes sense.



          22                 The next slide here just shows the drainage



          23       district boundary and the route and course with an aerial.



          24                 We do have a map located over here (indicating), so



          25       if you want to point out to the board where you live during
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           1       your public testimony, feel free to come to this board and



           2       point out where your parcel is located.



           3                 So following this presentation, the board will have



           4       a couple quick questions to the engineer, but then there will



           5       be an opportunity for public testimony.



           6                 The board will then determine after public



           7       testimony whether it's necessary for this petition to -- for



           8       the drain to be established based on public health, welfare



           9       and/or convenience.



          10                 If they deem that it's necessary for this orphan



          11       system to become a county drain, then it will become a county



          12       drain.



          13                 If after testimony they determine that it's not



          14       necessary, then no further action will occur, and the



          15       existing storm water system will remain as an orphan system



          16       with no governmental unit attached to it.



          17                 Steve mentioned this as well, but I would want to



          18       mention the second bullet point here (indicating).  From what



          19       we've heard and seen we're not aware of any drainage issues



          20       in this drainage district.  We're not aware of any problems



          21       with the storm sewer.



          22                 So today if this drain is deemed necessary by the



          23       Board to become a county drain, and there are absolutely no



          24       drainage issues, the cost of getting this established as a



          25       county drain is covered 100 percent by Holland Charter
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           1       Township.  The property owners will not be assessed for any



           2       of those costs.



           3                 However, if we do find out today or in the days



           4       ahead or years ahead that there are drainage issues, what



           5       would happen then is we would go through a process where the



           6       Ottawa County Water Resources Commissioner would have Prein &



           7       Newhof review feasible projects to improve drainage.  We



           8       would then select a project, we would conduct project design



           9       and survey, easement acquisition.



          10                 We would then go through a project bid and



          11       construction.  And what would happen then is we'd have a day



          12       of review of apportionment where everyone within the



          13       watershed boundary would be aware of an upcoming assessment



          14       for the project.



          15                 So an apportionment is a percentage of your total



          16       costs, so you'd know your total costs by the time we bid the



          17       project out.  And assessments then would be made to Ottawa



          18       County, the road commission, Holland Township, and individual



          19       property owners, if there were to be a project.



          20                 Down the road, say you live in your neighborhood



          21       ten years from now and you notice the sewer has collapsed and



          22       you're having major flooding issues, what you'd have to do



          23       then is you would go through a petition process similar to



          24       what we went through today, and there would then be another



          25       Board of Determination where we discuss what issues are going
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           1       on.



           2                 And then you would then have the opportunity then



           3       for the drain to be maintained.  And those assessments again



           4       would be made out to Holland Township, the Ottawa County Road



           5       Commission, the property owners within the district and



           6       Ottawa County.



           7                 It's worth mentioning though if there is ever a



           8       minor issue, say there is a catch basin that has a lot of



           9       sand in it so it's not draining properly, Drain Code allows



          10       the Water Resources Commissioner to do that work if it's less



          11       than $5,000 per mile per drain, they can do that work without



          12       a petition.



          13                 And often times too, like what Steve mentioned,



          14       those costs for any minor projects, say it's a 5,000 or



          15       $10,000 cost, the township would cover up to $10,000 of that



          16       cost and pay for it without the need for that being assessed



          17       out to the property owners.



          18                 That's the end of my presentation.



          19                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Ken?



          20                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  I have a question.



          21                 ENGINEER LUCAS TIMMER:  Yes.



          22                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  You covered the storm



          23       drainage system within the street and the outlet and the



          24       lower pond.  I also see on your map there is an upper pond on



          25       that property.
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           1                 Is that an open ditch line on the back side of



           2       those lots, or is that a tile drain system there too?



           3                 ENGINEER LUCAS TIMMER:  Good question, Ken.  I did



           4       not cover this, I should have during the presentation.



           5                 So there is a pond located here (indicating) on



           6       Community Thorn Church's property.  The outlet is a storm



           7       sewer system that goes through an easement through these



           8       backyards and ends up draining then into this unnamed



           9       watercourse that ends up getting its way into Noordeloos



          10       Creek.



          11                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  That would be part of



          12       this --



          13                 ENGINEER LUCAS TIMMER:  Correct.



          14                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  Okay.



          15                 ENGINEER LUCAS TIMMER:  The intent would be to



          16       establish this pond, this pond, and that storm sewer system



          17       as a county drain (indicating).



          18                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Thank you.



          19                 Rich, any questions?



          20                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:  No.



          21                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Okay.



          22                 I appreciate the time.



          23                 A quick question, Lucas.  Up to this point, before



          24       we realized this was an orphan drain, it was assumed that



          25       this was a county drain when the plats were established back
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           1       in 1993, I understand?



           2                 ENGINEER LUCAS TIMMER:  That is correct.



           3                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Okay.  It was just



           4       that they hadn't done the paperwork properly when they



           5       created this subdivision?



           6                 ENGINEER LUCAS TIMMER:  That's correct.



           7                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Thank you very much.



           8                 At this stage we're going to open it up for public



           9       comments.



          10                 I'll just remind everybody in the audience, both



          11       members, to just state your name and address, and then we --



          12       you can come up to the podium, if you want to take off your



          13       masks so that you can be heard clearly by Margie especially,



          14       I would appreciate that.



          15                 So in the second row, the individual on my right,



          16       would you like to make any comments?



          17                 MR. STEVEN SCHREMS:  I just have a question.



          18                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  If you'd come up to



          19       the podium and give your name and address.



          20                 MR. STEVEN SCHREMS:  Steve Schrems, 10233



          21       Strawberry Lane.



          22                 My only question, is looking at the map, the



          23       properties identified as 126, that boundary line goes halfway



          24       in between the property lots.  I'm just wondering why that



          25       was put like that, halfway through.
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           1                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Lucas, if you could



           2       explain the elevations there.



           3                 ENGINEER LUCAS TIMMER:  Yes.



           4                 So the reason why we put it like that was this,



           5       these backyards of these six properties (indicating) drain to



           6       the east, and they do not then make their way into the storm



           7       sewer system along Fairfield Drive here.



           8                 So that's why they were considered half in the



           9       district because the front part of their yard would end up



          10       getting into that storm sewer system, and the back portion of



          11       their yard then ends up getting into this field, and then



          12       we're not aware of how this field is tiled, but it's possible



          13       it ends up draining to the south and doesn't get into the



          14       storm sewer system in the road.



          15                 Does that make sense?



          16                 MR. STEVEN SCHREMS:  Yes, it does.



          17                 Would that make any determination of how future



          18       assessments are made within these boundaries, how much they



          19       would be assessed?



          20                 ENGINEER LUCAS TIMMER:  Yes.  So, and Joe, you can



          21       add in on this too, but how the day of review of



          22       apportionments work is it's based on the area of land you



          23       have within the drainage district.  It's also based on your



          24       land type usage.



          25                 That's often how Joe will do this.  There is other
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           1       things he considers when he's coming up with an apportionment



           2       roll.



           3                 But it's worth noting that these property owners



           4       with half of their property in, would likely be paying less



           5       than the properties with their full property in.



           6                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Lucas, would it also



           7       be fair that if there is a drainage district to the east,



           8       those back properties would then be assessed, if there was



           9       ever a drain project for outside of this district, they would



          10       be included in that assessment area?



          11                 ENGINEER LUCAS TIMMER:  That is correct, Bill.



          12                 If this field here were ever to become a



          13       neighborhood (indicating), these backyards then would drain



          14       into the -- this drainage district so then they would be a



          15       part of that drainage district.



          16                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  And they could also



          17       be a part of the larger, what is it called, the 5 --



          18                 ENGINEER LUCAS TIMMER:  Drain Number 52.



          19                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  So if there was ever



          20       an assessment to Drain Number 52, the backyard would be



          21       assessed in one area and the front yard might be assessed in



          22       another?



          23                 ENGINEER LUCAS TIMMER:  Probably -- I'm not sure



          24       what Drain 52's boundary is.  It's possible that this field



          25       is in Drain 52's boundary already.
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           1                 So that would mean their whole parcel would be in



           2       the Drain 52 watershed.



           3                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  I appreciate that.



           4                 Any further questions or comments?



           5                 MR. STEVEN SCHREMS:  Just to note that that large



           6       parcel to the east of us is up for sale, and it could be



           7       changing quickly.



           8                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Could be changing,



           9       absolutely.



          10                 MR. STEVEN SCHREMS:  Thank you.



          11                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  The good news is if



          12       it's developed as a residential development or any other type



          13       of development, it will immediately be brought into the Water



          14       Resources Commissioner's responsibility.



          15                 MR. STEVEN SCHREMS:  Thank you very much.



          16                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Yes.



          17                 And the gentleman next to him, do you have any



          18       questions or comments?



          19                 MR. MICHAEL LYON:  Yes, I do.



          20                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Name and address if



          21       you'd come up.



          22                 MR. MICHAEL LYON:  Michael Lyon, 10255 Strawberry



          23       Lane.  It would be parcel 28 on this map right here.



          24                 First is you mentioned that when this plat was



          25       drawn up back in '93, it was assumed to be part of the Ottawa
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           1       County's jurisdiction, but it wasn't.  So were we being



           2       improperly charged the whole time, or assessed for the



           3       previous 26 years?



           4                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  I don't think you've



           5       been assessed anything over the past 26 years, have you?



           6                 MR. MICHAEL LYON:  I don't know.



           7                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  No, you have not.



           8       I'm saying you haven't.



           9                 MR. MICHAEL LYON:  Okay.



          10                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  So you haven't been



          11       improperly assessed.



          12                 They may have spent public monies to maintain this



          13       orphan drain, and that's what we're trying to correct today.



          14       Because I suspect the drain commissioner has been in there



          15       cleaning out pipes or cleaning out storm ditches by the



          16       Ottawa County Road Commission or drain commission.  So



          17       they've probably been maintaining this, they just didn't



          18       realize it wasn't part of their county drain system.  That's



          19       why it's now considered an orphan drain.



          20                 MR. MICHAEL LYON:  Okay.  A second comment slash



          21       question is that you mentioned earlier that this has been



          22       determined if there was 100 percent of functionality in the



          23       system here, the landowners would not be charged anything or



          24       assessed anything to be pulled into this new way of doing



          25       things without being charged.
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           1                 But then -- so what -- it seems a little squishy to



           2       me, so I'm leaning into next Monday's thing.  I'm kind of



           3       concerned that if, okay, yes, today is 100 percent, but then



           4       Monday, we're not 100 percent here.  So we kind of blindly



           5       went into saying that we will not be charged anything; but



           6       oh, by the way of back door, we're getting charged something



           7       here.



           8                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  I do want to make a



           9       point that first of all Holland Charter Township will pay the



          10       cost of establishing this as a county drain if this Board



          11       determines it.



          12                 MR. MICHAEL LYON:  Okay.



          13                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  So that cost is



          14       there.



          15                 The other thing I want to determine is there is



          16       nothing that we are aware of that is wrong within this



          17       drainage district which is going to be called the Fairfield



          18       Farms Drain.  That said, you are also part of a larger



          19       drainage district which is the --



          20                 ENGINEER LUCAS TIMMER:  Drain Number 52.



          21                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  -- Drain Number 52.



          22                 If there is something wrong or if there is a



          23       project needed for Drain Number 52, regardless of whether



          24       Fairfield Farms is brought into the county system, you would



          25       be under the county system for Drain Number 52.
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           1                 MR. MICHAEL LYON:  Okay.



           2                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  So this is simply



           3       saying they're dealing with the drain system within this very



           4       small section of what is going to be maybe a larger Drain



           5       Number 52.



           6                 MR. MICHAEL LYON:  Okay.  I was concerned of it



           7       being a backdoor way of trying to --



           8                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Not a backdoor way.



           9       This is an orphan drain, completely separate as far as the



          10       issues related to Drain Number 52.



          11                 MR. MICHAEL LYON:  Okay.  So then going forward



          12       would there be like some per mill assessment in all these



          13       things?



          14                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  They typically don't



          15       do a per mill assessment.  If there is an assessment, it



          16       normally is not based on millage or the value of your



          17       property, it's based on what your property contributes to



          18       that watershed.



          19                 So for instance an industrial area that has a lot



          20       of impervious land, would pay a higher assessment than a



          21       residential.  And also the larger the lot, the larger the



          22       assessment, and these are fairly small lots up there.



          23                 MR. MICHAEL LYON:  It's actually nothing bigger



          24       than half an acre.  So do they do a soil drainage test?



          25                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  They don't normally
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           1       get that -- parse it down to that degree.  They know what the



           2       soils are in the area, they can take a look at what the



           3       impervious area for each of these lots is by looking at the



           4       aerial photographs.



           5                 But they don't go and do a soil test on each lot.



           6       That would be expensive and probably wouldn't add anything to



           7       any assessment formula that the Water Resources Commissioner



           8       would establish.



           9                 MR. MICHAEL LYON:  Okay, thank you.



          10                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Appreciate it.



          11                 That said, since we only have two members of the



          12       public here today, I am now going to close the public comment



          13       period, and we will turn it over to the Board Members.



          14                 And I'm going to start on my left with Rich.



          15                 Rich, do you have any questions or comments you



          16       would like to make after this public testimony?



          17                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:  I have no



          18       questions.  I do feel that it would be wise to bring this



          19       into the Ottawa County Water Resources Commission and this



          20       drainage district.  So I would be in favor of adding that.



          21                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Ken, do you have any



          22       questions or comments?



          23                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  No, but the Fairfield



          24       Farms Drain is now 27 years old, I mean so things can start



          25       happening.  It shouldn't, but things can start happening and
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           1       this will give them a way to correct those situations if and



           2       when it does happen.  So I'm in favor of it.



           3                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  I would also note



           4       that again I am in favor of this mainly because of two



           5       things; one is that it was assumed for decades that this was



           6       part of the Ottawa County drain system, the fact that there



           7       probably has been maintenance that was done on this, and also



           8       on the fact that eventually everything fails.  We know that



           9       infrastructure is going to fail.



          10                 I think Holland Charter Township is very generous



          11       when paying a portion of what I would consider minor



          12       maintenance, something less than 10,000.



          13                 And also if there is major maintenance that has to



          14       occur or replacement, you'd want the county to pay an



          15       at-large portion, you'd want the road commission to pay an



          16       at-large portion, and you'd want the township to pay an



          17       at-large township, which they can't do if it's not part of



          18       the county drain system.



          19                 So that said, I will make a motion that the



          20       location, establishment and construction of the Brookview



          21       Drain --



          22                 THE REPORTER:  I'm sorry, what drain?



          23                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  You said Brookview.



          24                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  You know what?  I



          25       did.  Because that's the motion in front of me and it was now
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           1       now changed.



           2                 I want to say the Fairfield Farms.  I'm going to



           3       say this again.



           4                 I will make a motion that the location,



           5       establishment and construction of the Fairfield Farms Drain



           6       is necessary and conducive to the public health, convenience



           7       or welfare.



           8                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  I'll second that.



           9                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  So we have a motion



          10       by myself, supported by Ken.



          11                 Is there any further discussion?



          12                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:  No.



          13                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  In that case, all in



          14       favor, say aye.



          15                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.



          16                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Aye.



          17                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  Aye.



          18                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  And it is passed



          19       unanimously.



          20                 Margie, thank you very much for catching that error



          21       on my part.



          22                 As far as the next step, I'm going to turn it over



          23       to the Water Resources Commissioner who will talk about the



          24       appeals process.



          25                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  So you can appeal
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           1       today's Board of Determination ten days after today with



           2       probate, if somebody felt like they needed to appeal it.  But



           3       I don't know if you two gentlemen want to do that but you



           4       can, it's your right, with probate, so not through our



           5       office.



           6                 Also I just want to make sure -- those were great



           7       questions and I appreciate the time that you guys took this



           8       morning to understand it.



           9                 I think the Drain 52, when you say Drain 52 a lot



          10       of you guys might know it as Noordeloos Creek.  And I don't



          11       have any jurisdiction, it's an orphan creek per se and there



          12       is a lot of trees in, a lot of stuff in it.



          13                 I just wanted to clarify that was petitioned by



          14       people on the lower end and we were just adding a branch



          15       potentially.  We'll have the same setup, I think it will be



          16       via Zoom because we had over 5,000 people in the mailing.  So



          17       it's a big watershed but we won't be able to hold it in



          18       person like this.



          19                 So that's part of Noordeloos Creek, everybody knows



          20       it as Noordeloos but we call it Drain 52 because that's what



          21       it was petitioned as a branch of 52, which is a drain further



          22       to the north off of 112th.  So it's a branch so that's what



          23       that is.  Hopefully that kind of clarifies it.



          24                 Again it's still an orphan creek.  The Noordeloos,



          25       people have been wanting to petition that for a number of
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           1       years and nobody wanted to take the bull by the horns except



           2       now with all the flooding this year.



           3                 Earlier this spring, with the water tables, the



           4       groundwater issues, all the rain events, there has been



           5       people down on the lower end like, hey.  And it's their right



           6       through Drain Code to petition me and they did.



           7                 So that's what we're doing next Monday.  So I hope



           8       you can join in on the Zoom.  But I appreciate your time this



           9       morning, so thank you.



          10                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  And so without



          11       objection, we're going to adjourn this board of review at



          12       approximately 10:33.



          13                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  11:33.



          14                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  No objections, so we



          15       are adjourned.



          16                 (Board of Determination adjourned at 11:33 a.m.)
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1 Hol I and, M chi gan 1 VWATER RESOURCES COMM JCE BUSH  So orphan neans

2 July 30, 2020 - 11:01 a.m 2 that nobody has any ownership.

3 PROCEED NS 3 So there is sone stormsewer in the road and there

4 WATER RESOURCES OO JCE BUSH Vel | good nor ni ng, 4 s sone stormsewer that goes through sone people's property,

5 gentlenen. Thanks for coming to the Board of Determnation 5 | don't knowif either of you gentlemen live on -- when you

6 at Holland Fire Departnent. Wsually it's at the Holland 6 look at the screen up there, there you go. Lucas had a

7 Township, but this morning we have the fire departnent. 7 pointer.

8 So thanks for coming for the Fairfield Farms Drain 8 So that if anything fails in that blue line system

9 Board of Deternination. 9 whichisthedrainasit is today, then the road comssion

10 You're probably like, what is this, what's this all 10 typically won't fix it unless it's sonething really, really

11 about, why are we here this morning. 11 bad, and it's a safety issue; or in the backyard drai nage

12 So alittle bit of history; Holland Township has 12 thereis a pipe failure, asink hole, the pipe collapses, an

13 been petitioning us for orphan drains. This is declared as 13 orphan means nobody will be able to fix it.

14 an orphan drain so the township, road comission, whois 14 Typically the people in the bottomend don't want

15 usually here, they couldn't be here this norning, or the 15 to take everybody el se's water and have to pay for it at the

16  county, we don't have any jurisdiction, nor is it part of our 16 same tine.

17 infrastructure as part of the county drain legally. 17 S0 an orphan means | don't have any easenents, |

18 So we're here today to hold a Board of 18 don't have a route and course, nor is it under ny

19 Determination. And what that neans is | have to pick three 19 jurisdiction. It's under nobody's, not even usually the

20 people, and these three gent|enen have been on nany, nany 20  associ ation.

21 hboard neetings. 21 And the township can't spend public funds, or

22 You're probably like, why isit at 10 o'clock in 22 Qtawa Gounty or the road commission, without it being a

23 the morning, why not at night? VeIl to get their schedul es 23 county drain. So that's what this process is today.

24 and then to get these schedul ed and get her schedule -- we 24 And Bill, who will probably be the chair of this

25 have a court reporter because everyone of these board of 25 three-panel board today, he can kind of walk through that
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1 deterninations are court recorded word for word for your 1 quickly of what that neans.

2 protection and ny protection, so we can look at it later and 2 Yeah, that's an orphan. That nmeans it's just out

3 say, what did | say, what was said, what is Joe doing or the 3 there. And thereis about 70 of these |eft, orphans. Vé've

4 township or whatever, so everything is court recorded word 4 been trying to tackle 10 to 15 a year. And the township is

5 for word. 5 petitioning me those because infrastructure over tine ages

6 So vhen we get petitions, we have to hold a Board 6 and has issues.

7 of Determnation by Drain Gode and that's why we're here this 7 A sone point or another there will be issues on

8 morning and that's for an orphan drain. Sonetines it's for 8 this stormsewer, and we want to make it to be a county drain

9 an orphan, sometimes for an extension of a branch. 9 hopefully, if these three gentlenen decide that, so then if

10 Sone of you night have been in the Drain 52 notice 10 thereis anissue, they call me, we have a staff, we have the

11 that vent out and that's adding a branch to another existing 11 contractors on hand to go and fix it and get prices and do

12 drain. The particular branch that we're looking at doingis 12 @l the legal stuff and actually pay for it.

13 an orphan drain. 13 So that's kind of what an orphan is.

14 Part of Noordel oos Creek, and we can answer 14 UN DENTI F ED SPEAKER  Thank you.

15 questions later, but part of Noordel oos Qeek is an orphan 15 VATER RESOURCES OO JCE BUSH  You' re wel cone.

16 and | don't have any jurisdiction over it. 16 So the township has been doing this, and the

17 And the people petitioned ne for that. Peoplein 17 township been covering the costs. Like today's Board of

18 the downstreamend petitioned ne so | have to hold a Board of 18 Determnation, there is a cost for this and for the

19  Determnation by Drain Code. 19 engineering and everything else. And the township picks that

20 But this one today that we're dealing with that's 20 cost up, because they feel that they want to do what's best

21 up there and on this board is the Fairfield Farns Drain. 21 for their constituents, for a master plan to get all the

22 So over the past, since |'ve been el ected we've 22 infrastructure for stormsewers under our jurisdiction so

23 heen establishing -- 23 there is sonebody to call when there is an issue.

24 UN DENTI Fl ED SPEAKER  Can you define what you nean 24 This is one of many. ¢ have another one after

25 by orphan? 25 this one and we had one before you guys, another orphan
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1 drain 1 walk through that process
2 So that's why we're here. Then | have to, for a 2 So vhen you do, if you have public comment, please
3 Board of Determnation, | have to pick a three-panel board. 3 conme to the podi um give your nane and address and speak
4 And | have to pick people who are not affiliated with 4 loudy
5 anything wth this area, they don't live here, they don't 5 | do have ny mask down; according to the executive
6 live in Holland Toanship and they don't have any properties 6 order, if you're giving a presentation, you can have your
7 or rentals or anything to do with this drain district. 7 mask off so people can hear you. But I'll put it back on for
8 And then | have to pick peopl e who are usually 8 the protection of people but that's why it's not currently
9 pretty fanliar with Drain Gode and understand how drai nage 9 on
10 works and kind of understand why we're here today. And nost 10 | think that's all | have for now but I'Il give
11 of themwvere in local government or have been or are part of 11 these gentlenen the oath and they' Il run the neeting and move
12 the road commission and understand drainage, which is 12 forvard
13 probably one of the nost inportant pieces in understanding 13 So thank you for your tine this norning
14 public coment and testinony. Because they want to hear both 14 Gent | enen, please rise, raise your right hand
15 sides of the issues. 15 Do you each sol ennly swear that you will faithfully
16 So that's why we're here today. And once | give 16 performand discharge the duties inposed upon you, as
17 the oath to these three gentlemen, they wll be actually be 17 required by law as menbers of the Board of Deternination
18 running the hearing. It won't be ne. If thereis any 18 appointed by the Gitawa County Véter Resources GonmiSsi oner
19  questions, you can refer themto ne through themor the 19 to determine the necessity to locate, establish and construct
20 engineers, and then that's after the oath. 20 aproposed Fairfield Farns Drain located in Holland Charter
21 So currently I'Il go ahead and do introductions and 21 Township, in said county, gentlenen?
22 wewll gofromny right to left. 22 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARQ | shall.
23 (h the far right is Rch VanderKl ok, and he is from 23 BOARD MEMBER R CH VANDER KLAK: | will.
24 Georgetown Township, he's a board nenber over there. 24 BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER | will.
25 Inthe center is Bll Cargo. He's actually Gand 25 VWATER RESOURCES COMM JCE BUSH  Thank you.

Page 7 Page 9
1 Haven Township's superintendent or manager. 1 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARXQ  The first thing we need
2 And then on the left is Ken Souter. Ken has 40 2 todoasaboardis the election of the chairperson and
3 years at the Gtawa Gounty Road Commission in the engineering 3 secretary.
4 departnent, and he's retired now 4 Do | have a motion to elect a chairperson?
5 But these three gentlenen have been on many, nany 5 BOARD MEVBER R CH VANDER KLCK: | woul d nove that
6 boards and they understand everything that we talk about when 6 Bl Cargo be elected as chair.
7 it cones to drainage, Drain Gode, howlocal governnent works, 7 BOARD MEVBER KEN SQUTER ' |1 second that.
8 and they're very good at kind of explaining why they're here 8 BOARD MEVBER BILL CARQ V¢ have a motion and
9 today. 9 support to elect Cargo as chairperson
10 Again | just want to repeat they have no 10 Al in favor, say aye
11 affiliation with anything in this drain district and thisis 1 BOARD MEVBER KEN SQUTER  Aye.
12 @l through Drain Gode. 12 BOARD MEVBER BILL CARAD Aye.
13 And then we have Margie, everything is court 13 BOARD MEMBER R CH VANDER KLXK Aye.
14 recorded. That is not required by Drain Code, but | want 14 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BILL CARQ And it i passed
15 everything to be recorded so we can go back and reference 15 unani mousl y
16  something, whether it's five, ten years fromnow You go to 16 | will make a notion that Ken Souter be appointed
17 niottava. org, you can ook under all the board of 17 as the secretary for this board of review
18 determnations. There is meeting mnutes and that's her 18 Do | have support?
19 court recorded mnutes. So you can just kind of reference 19 BOARD MEVBER R CH VANDER KLCK: 1" support that.
20 those dow the road. 20 BOARD CHA RPERSON BILL CARRD And 0 we have a
21 And then Seve Bulthuis, he is the Holland Township 21 motion by Bll, supported by Rich for Ken to be the
22 Manager. And the engineers today are Ken Bosna and Lucas 22 secretary
23 Timmer, and they're both fromPrein & Newhof who they usual |y 23 Al in favor, say aye
24 doalot of these BODs for us. They're very famliar wth 24 BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER  Aye.
25 Holland Township and kind of -- he'll have a presentation and 25 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRD  Aye.
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Page 12

1 BOARD MEMBER R CH VANDER KLXK:  Aye. 1 thank you, Seve.

2 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BILL CARQ And that again is 2 Then ve al so have the engineering firmof Prein &

3 passed unani nousl y. 3 Newhof, and one of their engineers, Lucas, is going to be

4 Now ve al so have a rule for public comment. 4 giving a presentation, and he's gotten very good at this and

5 Typically thisis more inportant when we have very large 5 can get through this fairly quickly, sowe wll have you walk

6 audiences, today there is not. But you can sunmarize Vér And 6 through this fairly quickly

7 Peace inthree mnutes. And so we ask people to limt their 7 ENG NEER LUCAS TIMER ~ Thank you, Bill.

8 coment to three minutes. 8 M name is Lucas Tinmer, |'man engineer with Prein

9 Do | have a motion to limt public coments to 9 & Newhof. Ve were hired by the Gtawa County Véter Resources

10 three ninutes per person? 10  Commissioner to do some prelininary engineering on the

1 BOARD MEVBER R CH VANDER KLCK: 1" 11 make that 11 Fairfield Farns orphan drain.

12 notion. 12 During the presentation I'Il ask you to refrain

13 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  I'1 second t hat 13 fromasking questions. You'll have an opportunity during

14 motion. 14 public testinony to ask any questions about what was

15 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRQ A notion by Rich, 15 presented to you today.

16 supported by Ken to limt public comments to three ninutes 16 The Fairfield Farns Drainis an orphan drain

17 per person. 17 system The definition of an orphan drainis that it is an

18 Al in favor, say aye. 18 existing stormwater drain systemthat is wthout authorized

19 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  Aye. 19 local and county governmental jurisdiction and

20 BOARD CHA| RPERSON BILL CARRY  Aye. 20 administrative, procedural and funding mechani sns to address

21 BOARD MEMBER R CH VANDER KLXK Aye. 21 current or future needs for naintenance and i nprovenents.

22 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRQ  And that is al so 22 As Seve nentioned, Holland Township is taking a

23 unani nousl y adopt ed. 23 proactive approach of establishing the orphan drains within

24 Now ve're going to start out with coments fromthe 24 Hlland Township to nake themcounty drains so that these

25 township, the township superintendent or manager is here 25 orphan drains can then have a governmental unit connected to
Page 11 Page 13

1 today. 1 it if it were to become an established county drain

2 Seve, do you have any comments on this orphan 2 S0 as part of that process the township had to file

3 drain? 3 apetitionto establish a drainage district on June 3, 2020

4 HOLLAND TOANSH P MANAGER STEVE BULTHU'S:  Yeah, 4 And following that we were then required to have this

5 good norning. 5 Mchigan Board of Determnation neeting that gives residents

6 | just want to reiterate what was noted earlier, 6 wthinthe drainage district the opportunity to present their

7 that the township has systenatical |y been trying to take the 7 case and also for the engineer to present their case on this

8 orphan drains within the township and nove themunder the 8 orphan drain system

9 jurisdiction of the Gtawa County Véter Resources 9 So for Fairfield Farms Drain ve began our

10  Commissioner's office and that was the reason for the 10 prelimnary engineering by reviewng utility record draw ngs

11 petition. 11 utilities being stormsewer, water nain, sanitary sewer. And

12 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BILL CARAQ And fromwhat | 12 we alsoreviewed plat maps. Fairfield Farns plat wes

13 understand, | think it was alluded to earlier, if thisis an 13 established in 1993. And as part of that establishnent

14 orphan drain, not under the control of any public entity, 14 process it did not go through the formal process of getting

15 typically we can not spend public nonies on a private drain. 15 the stormsever as an established county drain. So right now

16 Isthat true? 16 the stormsewer as nentioned is an orphan system

17 HOLLAND TOMSH P MANAGER STEVE BULTHU'S.  Yes, it 17 Wat we then did is we delineated a drai nage

18 is. 18 district or a watershed boundary using county @S contour

19 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BILL CARRQ | &l so under stand 19 data and aerials. Wtersheds essentially are whatever runoff

20 that for normal maintenance, mnor maintenance, $10,000 or 20 contributes to the stormuater system you would be

21 less, that Holland Charter Township woul d sinply pay that out 21 considered included in that watershed

22 of their general fund and not assess the property owners? 22 V¢ then visited the site to locate drain

23 HOLLAND TOMSH P MANAGER STEVE BULTHU'S.  That i's 23 infrastructure and to confirmdrainage patterns just to

24 correct. 24 ensure what ve did in the office matched up with what we were

25 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARQ | appreciate that, 25 seeing on site.
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Page 16

1 So this slide here shows the red watershed boundary 1 Township. The property owners wll not be assessed for any

2 (indicating). Everyone within this watershed is considered 2 of those costs.

3 contributing runoff to the proposed Fairfield Farns Drain. 3 Hovever, if we do find out today or in the days

4 The Fairfield Farns Drain currently starts up at 4 ahead or years ahead that there are drainage issues, what

5 Churchill Gourt. It runs to the south here (indicating), 5 would happen then is we would go through a process where the

6 towerds Deerfield Drive. It runs west along Deerfield Drive 6 Ctawa Gounty Viéter Resources Gonmissioner would have Prein &

7 (indicating). 7 Newhof review feasible projects to inprove drainage. Ve

8 It drains into an easenent between these two 8 would then select a project, we would conduct project design

9 properties into this pond here that's located outside the 9 and survey, easement acquisition

10 plat (indicating). The pond then drains to the south in an 10 V¢ woul d then go through a project bid and

11 unnamed wvatercourse that eventual |y drains into Drain Number 11 construction. And what woul d happen then is we'd have a day

12 52, or what's proposed to be Drain Nunber 52 or Noordel oos 12 of reviewof apportionnent where everyone within the

13 Creek. 13 watershed boundary woul d be aware of an upcom ng assessment

14 So I"'mguessing there i s sone questions on how you 14 for the project

15 can be in nore than one watershed. You guys are in the 15 So an apportionment is a percentage of your total

16 Fairfield Farns watershed, and then there are bigger 16 costs, so you'd know your total costs by the tine we bid the

17 watersheds that conpromse these snaller watersheds. 17 project out. And assessments then woul d be made to Gtava

18 So not only are you in the Fairfield Farns 18  CQounty, the road commission, Holland Township, and individual

19 watershed, you would be in the Noordel cos (reek wat er shed, 19 property owners, if there were to be a proj ect

20 you'd be in the Lake Mchigan watershed, you'd be in the 20 Down the road, say you live in your neighborhood

21 Alantic Qcean watershed, if that makes sense. 21 ten years fromnow and you notice the sewer has col | apsed and

22 The next slide here just shows the drainage 22 you're having nmajor flooding issues, what you'd have to do

23 district boundary and the route and course with an aerial. 23 thenis you woul d go through a petition process simlar to

24 V¢ do have a nap | ocated over here (indicating), so 24 vhat we went through today, and there would then be anot her

25 if you want to point out to the board where you live during 25 Board of Determnation where we discuss what issues are going
Page 15 Page 17

1 your public testinony, feel free to come to this board and 1 on

2 point out where your parcel is |ocated. 2 And then you woul d then have the opportunity then

3 So following this presentation, the board wll have 3 for the drain to be naintained. And those assessnents again

4 a couple quick questions to the engineer, but then there will 4 would be nade out to Holland Township, the Gitawa Gounty Road

5 be an opportunity for public testinony. 5 Comission, the property owners within the district and

6 The board will then determne after public 6 Qtawa Gounty.

7 testinony whether it's necessary for this petitionto -- for 7 [t's worth mentioning though if thereis ever a

8 the drain to be established based on public health, welfare 8 mnor issue, say there is a catch basin that has a lot of

9 and/or conveni ence. 9 sandinit soit's not draining properly, Drain Code al | ows

10 If they deemthat it's necessary for this orphan 10 the Viéter Resources Gommissioner to do that work if it's less

11  systemto becone a county drain, thenit wll becone a county 11 than $5,000 per mle per drain, they can do that work without

12 drain 12 apetition

13 If after testinony they deternine that it's not 13 And often tines too, |ike what Seve nentioned

14 necessary, then no further action will occur, and the 14 those costs for any mnor projects, say it's a 5,000 or

15 existing stormwater systemwll remain as an orphan system 15 $10,000 cost, the township woul d cover up to $10,000 of that

16 with no governnental unit attached toit. 16 cost and pay for it wthout the need for that being assessed

17 Seve nentioned this as well, but | would vant to 17 out to the property owners.

18 nention the second bull et point here (indicating). Fromuhat 18 That's the end of ny presentation.

19 we've heard and seen we're not aware of any drainage i ssues 19 BOARD CHA RPERSON BILL CARRQ  Ken?

20 inthis drainage district. W're not aware of any probl ens 20 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER | have a question

21 wvith the stormsever. 21 ENG NEER LUCAS TIMER  Yes.

22 So today if this drainis deemed necessary by the 22 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  You covered the storm

23 Board to becone a county drain, and there are absol utely no 23 drainage systemwthin the street and the outlet and the

24 drainage issues, the cost of getting this established as a 24 lower pond. | also see on your nap there is an upper pond on

25 county drainis covered 100 percent by Holland Charter 25 that property
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Page 18

Page 20

1 I's that an open ditch line on the back side of 1 BOARD CHA| RPERSON BILL CARRQY  Lucas, if you coul d

2 those lots, or is that atile drain systemthere too? 2 explainthe elevations there

3 ENG NEER LUCAS TIMER ~ Good question, Ken. | did 3 ENG NEER LUCAS TIMER  Yes.

4 not cover this, | should have during the presentation. 4 S0 the reason why ve put it like that was this

5 So there is a pond | ocated here (indicating) on 5 these backyards of these six properties (indicating) drainto

6 Community Thorn Church's property. The outlet is a storm 6 the east, and they do not then nake their way into the storm

7 sewer systemthat goes through an easement through these 7 sewer systemalong Fairfield Drive here

8 backyards and ends up draining then into this unnaned 8 So that's why they were considered half in the

9 watercourse that ends up getting its way into Noordel oos 9 district because the front part of their yard would end up

10 Qeek. 10 getting into that stormsewer system and the back portion of

1 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  That woul d be part of 11 their yard then ends up getting into this field, and then

12 this -- 12 we're not aware of howthis fieldis tiled, but it's possible

13 ENG NEER LUCAS TTMER ~ Qorrect. 13 it ends up draining to the south and doesn't get into the

14 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOAUTER -~ (kay. 14 stormsever systemin the road.

15 ENG NEER LUCAS TTMER  The intent woul d be to 15 Does that make sense?

16 establish this pond, this pond, and that stormsewer system 16 M STEVEN SCHREMB:  Yes, it does.

17 as a county drain (indicating). 17 Viul d that nmake any determination of how future

18 BOARD CHAl RPERSON BILL CARRQ  Thank you. 18  assessnents are nade wthin these boundaries, how mich they

19 Rch, any questions? 19 woul d be assessed?

20 BOARD MEMBER R (H VANDER KLOK:  No. 20 ENG NEER LUCAS TTMMER ~ Yes.  So, and Joe, you can

21 BOARD CHA RPERSON BILL CARRD  Ckay. 21 addinonthistoo, but howthe day of review of

22 | appreciate the tine. 22 apportionnents work is it's based on the area of |and you

23 A quick question, Lucas. U to this point, before 23 have within the drainage district. It's also based on your

24 ve realized this was an orphan drain, it was assuned that 24 land type usage.

25 this was a county drain when the plats were established back 25 That's often how Joe will do this. Thereis other
Page 19 Page 21

1 in 1993, | understand? 1 things he considers when he's coning up with an apportionnent

2 ENG NEER LUCAS TIMER ~ That is correct. 2 rol.

3 BOARD CHA RPERSIN BILL CARQ (kay. It was just 3 But it's worth noting that these property owners

4 that they hadn't done the paperwork properly when they 4 wvith half of their property in, would likely be paying |ess

5 created this subdivision? 5 than the properties with their full property in

6 ENG NEER LUCAS TIMER  That's correct. 6 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BILL CARAQ  Lucas, would it al so

7 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BILL CARAQ Thank you very much. 7 befair that if there is a drainage district to the east,

8 A this stage we're going to openit up for public 8 those back properties would then be assessed, if there was

9 coments. 9 ever adrain project for outside of this district, they would

10 ['Il just remnd everybody in the audience, both 10 be included in that assessment area?

11 nenbers, to just state your nane and address, and then we -- 1 ENG NEER LUCAS TIMER ~ That is correct, Bill.

12 you can cone up to the podium if you want to take off your 12 If this field here vwere ever to become a

13 masks so that you can be heard clearly by Margie especially, 13 nei ghborhood (indicating), these backyards then would drain

14 | woul d appreciate that. 14 into the -- this drainage district so then they would be a

15 S0 in the second row the individual on ny right, 15 part of that drainage district

16 woul d you |ike to nake any comments? 16 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BILL CARAQ And they coul d al so

17 MR STEVEN SCHREVB. | just have a question. 17 be apart of the larger, what is it called, the5 --

18 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRQ  If you'd cone up to 18 ENG NEER LUCAS TIMER ~ Drai n Nunber 52.

19 the podiumand give your name and address. 19 BOARD CHA RPERSON BILL CARQY  So if there was ever

20 M STEVEN SCHREMEB:  Seve Schrens, 10233 20 an assessnent to Drain Nunber 52, the backyard woul d be

21 Srawberry Lane. 21 assessed in one area and the front yard might be assessed in

22 M only question, is looking at the map, the 22 another?

23 properties identified as 126, that boundary line goes hal fway 23 ENG NEER LUCAS TIMER ~ Probably -- |"mnot sure

24 in between the property lots. |'mjust wondering why that 24 vhat Drain 52's boundary is. It"s possible that this field

25 was put like that, halfway through. 25 isinDrain52's boundary already
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Page 22 Page 24
1 So that would mean their whol e parcel would be in 1 But then -- so what -- it seens a little squishy to
2 the Drain 52 watershed. 2 ne sol'mleaning into next Mnday's thing. 1'mkind of
3 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRQY | appreciate that. 3 concerned that if, okay, yes, today is 100 percent, but then
4 Any further questions or coments? 4 Mnday, we're not 100 percent here. So we kind of blindly
5 MR STEVEN SCHREME:  Just to note that that |arge 5 went into saying that we will not be charged anything; but
6 parcel tothe east of usis up for sale, and it could be 6 oh, by the way of back door, we're getting charged sonething
7 changing quickly. 7 here.
8 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BILL CARAQ Qoul d be changi ng, 8 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BILL CARAQ | do want to nake a
9 absolutely. 9 point that first of all Holland Charter Township will pay the
10 M STEVEN SCHEVME:  Thank you. 10 cost of establishing this as a county drainif this Board
1 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BILL CARAQ  The good news is i f 11 deternmines it.
12 it's devel oped as a residential devel opnent or any other type 12 M MCHE LYON Ckay.
13 of devel opnent, it wll immediately be brought into the Véter 13 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BILL CARAQ So that cost i's
14 Resources Commi ssioner's responsibility. 14 there.
15 MR STEVEN SCHREMS:  Thank you very much. 15 The other thing | want to determne is thereis
16 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BILL CARRD Yes. 16 nothing that we are aware of that is wong within this
17 And the gentleman next to him do you have any 17 drainage district whichis going to be called the Fairfield
18  questions or coments? 18 Farms Drain. That said, you are also part of a larger
19 M MCHE LYON Yes, | do. 19 drainage district whichis the --
20 BOARD CHA| RPERSON BILL CARRQ  Nane and address i f 20 ENG NEER LUCAS TIMER  Drain Nunber 52.
21 you'd cone up. 21 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRQY -~ Drain Nunber 52.
22 M MCHE LYON Mchael Lyon, 10255 Srawberry 22 If there is something wong or if thereis a
23 Lane. It would be parcel 28 on this map right here. 23 project needed for Drain Nunber 52, regardl ess of whether
24 First is you mentioned that when this plat was 24 Fairfield Farns is brought into the county system you woul d
25 drawn up back in '93, it was assuned to be part of the Gtawa 25 be under the county systemfor Drain Niunber 52.
Page 23 Page 25
1 County's jurisdiction, but it wasn't. So were we being 1 M MCHE LYON Ckay.
2 inproperly charged the whole tine, or assessed for the 2 BOARD CHA RPERSON BILL CARQY  So this is sinply
3 previous 26 years? 3 saying they're dealing with the drain systemwthin this very
4 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRQY | don't think you' ve 4 small section of what is going to be maybe a larger Drain
5 been assessed anything over the past 26 years, have you? 5 Nunber 52.
6 M MCHE LYN | don't know 6 M MCHE LYN Ckay. | was concerned of it
7 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BILL CARAQ N, you have not. 7 being a backdoor way of trying to --
8 |'msaying you haven't. 8 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRQ  MNot a backdoor way.
9 M MCHE LYAN  Ckay. 9 Thisis an orphan drain, conpletely separate as far as the
10 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BILL CARAQ S you haven't been 10 issues related to Drain Nunber 52.
11 inproperly assessed. 1 M MCHE LYCN Ckay. So then going forward
12 They may have spent public nonies to naintain this 12 would there be like sone per mll assessnent in all these
13 orphan drain, and that's what we're trying to correct today. 13 things?
14 Because | suspect the drain commissioner has been in there 14 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BI LL CARAQ They typi cal Iy don't
15 cleaning out pipes or cleaning out stormditches by the 15 doaper mll assessnent. If there is an assessment, it
16 Qtawa County Road Gommission or drain comission. So 16 normally is not based on nillage or the value of your
17 they' ve probably been maintaining this, they just didn't 17 property, it's based on what your property contributes to
18 realize it wasn't part of their county drain system That's 18 that watershed.
19 why it's now considered an orphan drain. 19 So for instance an industrial area that has a lot
20 M MCHE LYON Ckay. A second comment slash 20 of inpervious land, would pay a higher assessnent than a
21 question is that you mentioned earlier that this has been 21 residential. And also the larger the lot, the larger the
22 deternmined if there was 100 percent of functionality in the 22 assessment, and these are fairly small lots up there.
23 systemhere, the | andowners woul d not be charged anything or 23 M MCHEL LYON It's actually nothing bigger
24 assessed anything to be pulled into this newway of doing 24 than half an acre. So do they do a soil drainage test?
25 things wthout being charged. 25 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRQ  They don't normal |y
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1 get that -- parse it down to that degree. They know what the 1 now changed.

2 soilsareinthe area, they cantake a look at what the 2 | vant to say the Fairfield Farms. |'mgoing to

3 inpervious area for each of these lots is by looking at the 3 say this again.

4 aerial photographs. 4 | will make a notion that the |ocation,

5 But they don't go and do a soil test on each |ot. 5 establishnent and construction of the Fairfield Farns Drain

6 That would be expensive and probably woul dn't add anything to 6 is necessary and conducive to the public health, convenience

7 any assessnent formila that the \Mter Resources Conmi ssioner 7 or welfare.

8 would establish. 8 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  I'11 second that .

9 M MCHE LYON Ckay, thank you. 9 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRQ S0 we have a notion

10 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRQ  Appreciate it. 10 by nysel f, supported by Ken.

1 That said, since we only have two nenbers of the 1 I's there any further discussion?

12 public here today, | amnow going to close the public conment 12 BOARD MEVBER R CH VANDER KLCK:  No.

13 period, and we will turnit over to the Board Menbers. 13 BOARD CHA RPERSON BILL CARRQ  In that case, all in

14 And 1"mgoing to start on ny left with Rch. 14 favor, say aye.

15 R ch, do you have any questions or coments you 15 BOARD MEMBER R CH VANDER KLXK: ~ Aye.

16 would like to make after this public testinony? 16 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BILL CARRD Aye.

7 BOARD MEMBER R CH VANDER KLCK: | have no 7 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SIUTER  Aye.

18 questions. | do feel that it would be wise to bring this 18 BOARD CHA RPERSON BILL CARRQQ  And it i's passed

19 intothe Gtawa Gounty Viéter Resources Commssion and this 19 unani nousl y.

20 drainage district. So | would be in favor of adding that. 20 Mrgie, thank you very much for catching that error

21 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARQ  Ken, do you have any 21 onny part.

22 questions or comments? 22 As far as the next step, |'mgoing toturnit over

23 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  No, but the Fairfield 23 tothe Witer Resources Conmissioner who will talk about the

24 Farns Drainis now 27 years old, | mean so things can start 24 appeal s process.

25 happening. It shouldn't, but things can start happening and 25 VWATER RESOURCES OO JCE BUSH  So you can appeal
Page 27 Page 29

1 thiswll give thema way to correct those situations if and 1 today's Board of Determination ten days after today with

2 whenit does happen. So I'min favor of it. 2 probate, if sonebody felt |ike they needed to appeal it. But

3 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRY | woul d al so note 3 | don't knowif you two gentlenen want to do that but you

4 that again | amin favor of this mainly because of two 4 can, it's your right, wth probate, so not through our

5 things; oneis that it was assuned for decades that this was 5 office.

6 part of the Gtawa Qounty drain system the fact that there 6 Aso | just want to make sure -- those were great

7 probably has been maintenance that was done on this, and al so 7 questions and | appreciate the tine that you guys took this

8 onthe fact that eventually everything fails. V& know that 8 morning to understand it.

9 infrastructure is going to fail. 9 | think the Drain 52, when you say Drain 52 a | ot

10 | think Holland Charter Township is very generous 10 of you guys mght knowit as Noordel oos Oreek. And | don't

11 when paying a portion of what | would consider ninor 11 have any jurisdiction, it's an orphan creek per se and there

12 maintenance, sonething |ess than 10, 000. 12 isalot of treesin, alot of stuff init.

13 And al'so if there is mgjor naintenance that has to 13 | just wanted to clarify that was petitioned by

14 occur or replacenent, you' d want the county to pay an 14 peopl e on the lover end and we were just adding a branch

15 at-large portion, you'd want the road conmission to pay an 15 potentially. V¢'Il have the same setup, | think it wll be

16 at-large portion, and you' d want the township to pay an 16  via Zoombecause we had over 5,000 people in the mailing. So

17 at-large township, which they can't doif it's not part of 17 it's a big watershed but we won't be able to hold it in

18 the county drain system 18 person like this.

19 S that said, | wll nmake a notion that the 19 So that's part of Noordel oos Oreek, everybody knows

20 location, establishnent and construction of the Brookview 20 it as Noordeloos but we call it Drain 52 because that's what

21 Dain-- 21 it was petitioned as a branch of 52, which is a drain further

22 THE REPGRTER  |'msorry, what drain? 22 tothenorth off of 112th. Soit's a branch so that's what

23 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  You sai d Brookvi ew 23 that is. Hopefully that kind of clarifies it.

24 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRQ  You know what? | 24 Againit's still an orphan creek. The Noordel oos,

25 did Because that's the motionin front of ne and it was now 25 peopl e have been wanting to petition that for a nunber of
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1 years and nobody wanted to take the bul| by the horns except
2 nowwth all the flooding this year.
3 Barlier this spring, wth the water tables, the
4 groundwater issues, all the rain events, there has been
5 people down on the lover end like, hey. Andit's their right
6 through Drain Gode to petition ne and they did.
7 So that's what we're doing next Mnday. So | hope
8 youcanjoininonthe Zoom But | appreciate your tine this
9 norning, so thank you
10 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BILL CARGQ And o wi t hout
11 objection, we're going to adjourn this board of review at
12 approximately 10:33
13 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  11: 33.
14 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BILL CARAD No obj ections, so we
15 are adjourned
16 (Board of Determination adjourned at 11:33 a.m)
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
Page 31
1 CERTI FI CATI ON OF COURT REPORTER AND NOTARY PUBLI C
2
3
4 STATE OF M CH GAN )
5 ) SS
6 COUNTY OF MUSKEGON )
7
8 | certify that this transcript, consisting of 31
9 pages, is a conplete, true and correct record of the Board of
10 Determination held in this case on July 30, 2020.
11
12
13 DATE:  August 5, 2020
14 .
15 Mooy G-.;_\
16 MARIJORI E A. COVEY, 'CSR- 2616
141 East Mchigan Avenue, Suite 206
17 Kal anazoo, M 49007
1. 800. 878. 8750

18

Notary Public Expires: October 14, 2021, Muskegon
19 County, Mchigan/Acting in the State of M chigan.
20
21
22
23
24
25
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