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IN RE:

STATE OF M CHI GAN

COUNTY OF OTTAVWA

FLAG STI CK DRAI'N

BOARD OF DETERM NATI ON

Proceedi ngs comrenced at 3:30 p.m, on

June 28, 2022, at the Holland Charter Township Fire Station

No.

1, 131 Riley Street, Holland, M chigan, held before

Dawn M Houghton, CSR-3071, RPR, Certified Shorthand Reporter

and Notary Public.

APPEARANCES:
M. Joe Bush, Otawa County Water Resources Comnr ssioner
M. Josiah Ti mmermans, Chief Deputy to Water Resources Comm
Ms. Marie Snyder, Secretary
M. Rich VanderKl ok, Board Chairman
M. Josh Westgate, Board Secretary
M. Ken Souter, Board Menmber
M. Lucas Tinmer, P.E., Prein & Newhof
M. Ken Bosma, P.E., Prein & Newhof
M. Jerry Adnman, Otawa County Road Commi ssion
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Hol | and, M chi gan
June 28, 2022 - 10:00 a.m
PROCEEDI NGS

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH. Wl |, good
afternoon, everyone. M nane is Joe Bush, the Otawa County
Wat er Resources Conmi ssioner, also known as the Drain
Conmi ssioner. Title change in 2012, but it's still the sane
office as the Drain Conmissioner. So they just call us the
Wat er Resources Comm ssioner now.

So welcone. | appreciate you taking the tine this
afternoon to kind of go over and kind of learn and listen on
the kind of the issues over here in the subdivision that we
call Flag Stick Drain district.

There were sone potential issues that | heard
about, or issues going on with fl ooding and sonme wat er
drai nage i ssues, so one thing that we try to do is we talked
it over with the township, and it's -- there's two ways to go
about it, either a petition fromthe people on the issues or
a petition fromthe township.

In this particular situation, the township was
willing to petition to hold a Board of Determ nation, and
that's why we're here today. So, by Drain Code, by state
| aw, when we receive a petition, whether from-- no matter
who it's from even the road commission if they want to

petition a project, | have to hold a Board of Determ nation.
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Sonme people say, well, what does that nean? Well,
today, it's kind of a public hearing, and it's public
testinony, and it's court recorded word for word. |'ve been
doing this since 2013 when | got elected, and it is to
protect everybody involved, whether it's ne, the road
comm ssion, the township, the board who | appoint today, or
the public giving testinmony, who said what, what did they
say, what did Joe say, what did the Board deci de, and why.

A lot of years | ater,down the road, people go back
and go, well, what did | say? And a lot of tines they don't
remenber. But if it's court recorded, we can always use it,
whether it's in court, and hopefully we never have to do
that, but it's always a good rem nder of what was said and
what the issues are so we can go back and |l ook at it.

When | took this job, it was a | ot of hearsay,
well, a lot of things happened in the past, we don't know,
it's not inthe file, a lot of hand shakes, so | figure we'll
just court record it, which, again, is not required by Drain
Code, but | do it just soit's word for word.

| can't inmagi ne sonebody taking mnutes or doing it
all by hand and getting it right, so | want to make sure
we're accurate on the information that's getting provided,
whether it's public testinmony or the Board maki ng a decision
or the engineering report.

So at that tine, when Holland Townshi p said, hey,

O'Brien & Bails Court Reporting & Video
800.878.8750 - Michigan Firm No. 8029




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

we'll go ahead and petition you guys to hold a public
hearing, the next step for ne is to, again, get a three-pane
board. So these three gentlenen before you are your

t hree- panel board. They have no jurisdiction in this
property or the drain district that's in red on that nap.
That is the watershed. They have no properties within this.
And they have no properties in Holland Township

These three gentlenmen are not affiliated with the
townshi p board or anything to do with the township, period.
These are all people who are living within Otawa County but
outside of this area

So, this is all per state |law and per Drain Code
that | do this. Their role today is, not for a project, not
to come up with a cost, not to come up with a solution, even
t hough they probably would Iike to.

We do have an engineer on this Board, retired
engi neer after 38 years. But that being said, their job
isn'"t for that today. Their job is to say, yeah, Joe, we see
you to nmove forward with a project.

Now, again, | will repeat, there's no cost today,
because this, again, they could turn it down. They could say
yeah, we don't see a big enough issue. O they could
determine it necessary. So today is basically trying to hear
public conment on the issues that we're kind of aware of.

Sonetines we get brought things to us that we're
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not aware of, so that's why we hold these. W hear nore
about things that we didn't know about than we do in certain
cases.

Again, this is the sixth one we've held today, so
it's been an interesting day. But, to say the least, these
three gentl enen have been doing these for a nunmber of years.
They understand, Number 1, how to run a neeting. Nunber 2,

t hey understand Drain Code, which is what | follow That's
-- that's the law that | go by. And they al so understand
townshi p stuff, township business, how it goes, public
testinony. They're very good at it. They do a very good job
at it. And we appreciate people taking the tinme of their day
to be on this Board.

And, again, when they do ask for public comrent,
you know, it's court recorded, so state your nane, address,
and be sure to tell us what the issues are, what your
concerns are. W don't know what we don't know. So we're
al ways happy to hear them

And then, again, there's no project. People going
in, what's this going to cost? WIlIl, we have no idea. W
don't even know what the solution is. Like |I said, their job
isn't to figure that out.

| was trying to think what else. Being that this
is already a drain district, | know Prein & Newhof had been

out there, kind of did sone surveying for us probably a nonth
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ago. They took some shots in back yards. Mybe some of you
have seen themout there. They were taking sone el evations
just to kind of get their head wapped around the situation
that we're hearing about there, and then just kind of having
a prelimnary engineer, what | want to say, overview for
today's public hearing.

And then they can share those results in a
Power Poi nt that they're going to provide for us. But for
Prein & Newhof, we have Ken Bosma and Lucas Ti nmer.

And then we have Dawn Houghton who is our court
reporter.

And then Jerry O nman, this is Nunber 6, but Jerry
is fromthe road comm ssion. He's been a big supporter and a
partner. Otawa County Road Conmm ssion has been a supporter
and a partner of ours on all these projects because
somewher e, sonehow, there's road right-of-way, and roads
i nvol ved, and public safety involved. So Jerry's been at al
of these.

And then we have two of ny staff, my Chief Deputy

Josi ah, and Marie Snyder is ny secretary.

And then I'Il go ahead and introduce these three
gentlenen. Once | give themthe oath, they will run the
meeting. |It's their hearing. They can ask ne any questions

at any time. But, again, be sure to ask themand talk to

t hem when you' re giving public testinony.
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So after | give themthe oath -- 1'll do
i ntroductions first, just so you know who you're talking to.
To ny right to left, we have Ken Souter, 38 years at the road
conmi ssion in the engi neering departnment. Ken |ives now
currently in Port Shel don Townshi p.

We have Rick Vander Kl ok from Geor get own Townshi p,
retired board menber fromthere, fromthat township

Then we have Josh Westgate. Josh cane from Wi ght
Township. He is currently the deputy supervisor in Janestown
Townshi p.

But, again, all three of these gentlenen have been
doi ng these Board of Deternminations for -- for quite sone
years, so | appreciate your -- your tine today.

If you woul d pl ease rise, raise your right hand,
and we'll get started.

Do you each solemmly swear that you will faithfully
perform and di scharge the duties inposed upon you as required
by |l aw as nmenbers of the Board of Determ nation, appointed by
the Otawa County Water Resources Conmi ssioner, to determne
t he mai ntenance, inprovenent, the extension of the Flag Stick
Drain, located in Holland Charter Township in said county?

Do you each affirmthat you are | andowners and
residents of Gttawa County, but do not own land or reside in
Hol | and Charter Township; Gentl enen?

BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER: | do
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BOARD MEMBER JOSH WESTGATE: | do.

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK: | do.

WATER RESOURCES COMM JCE BUSH: Thank you.

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLCK: Thank you, Joe.

Qur first order of business would be the election
of a chairperson for the Board of Determ nation.

BOARD MEMBER JOSH WESTGATE: |'Il make the notion
to appoi nt Ri ch VanderKl ok as chai rman of the Board of
Det er m nati on.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER: |'Il second that notion.

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK: Mpdtion is made and
supported that Rich VanderKl ok be chair of the Board of
Det er mi nati on.

Al those in favor, say aye.

BOARD MEMBER JOSH WESTGATE: Aye.

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOQUTER:  Aye.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLCK: Then we need to
el ect a secretary, and I would nmove that Josh Westhouse (sic)
be el ected as secretary.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SCQUTER: |'Il second that notion

BOARD CHAIR RI CH VANDER KLOK: All those in favor,
say aye.

BOARD MEMBER JOSH WESTGATE:  Aye.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.
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BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  Aye.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: | think I said
West house. | think | neant Westgate.

BOARD SECRETARY JOSH WESTGATE:  Aye.

BOARD CHAIR RI CH VANDER KLOK: That was one of our
drains we worked at, didn't we? O©h, shoot.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER: It's getting |ate.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: It is.

Then | would |ike to make a notion that public
comment be linmted to three minutes. And is that supported?

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER: Second that.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Moved and supported
that public coment be linmted to three m nutes.

Al those in favor, say aye.

BOARD SECRETARY JOSH WESTGATE: Aye.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOQUTER:  Aye.

BOARD CHAIR RI CH VANDER KLOK: That's carri ed.

And we' ve already heard from Joe, the role and
function of the Board, the procedural history.

And now I'd |ike to turn over to our engineer. Ken
Bosma will make this presentation. Ken?

ENG NEER KEN BOSMA:  Thank you.

Good afternoon. Ken Bosma, Prein & Newhof. Just

here to give an overview on the Flag Stick Drain as we know
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it today.

So, the existing stormwater systemis an existing
county drain that was established in what they call a 433
agreement. It's set up through the Drain Code. It allows
t he devel oper, once he's devel oped a devel opnent, to turn the
county systemover to the Water Resources Conmm ssion.

Hol | and Township filed for this petition. As Joe
mentioned, there's different ways this can be done. Holland
Township filed this petition back on May 19, 2022, for this.
And then, again, as required by Mchigan Drain Code, we have
to have this Board of Determnation to do anything to nove
f or war d.

What we have done is we've reviewed the avail abl e
records that we have on file or that are in the Otawa County
Wat er Resources Commission's files, and take a | ook at what
is around there.

A coupl e of things that have happened, as that is
in part related to this Flag Stick Drain, is there's a storm
sewer on 100th Avenue. It was built at the outlet of
Hunter's Creek, and that was constructed in 2001. And then
there is the existing Flag Stick Drain, basically devel oped
and established in 2005.

Fromthere, we also delineate the drainage
district. | know Joe has alluded to it, and we'll show

pictures, but this drainage district is what we consider the
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wat er shed boundary of what enters into the system of both the
existing Flag Stick Drain and the storm sewer on 100th
Avenue. And then we visit this site to nmake sure, you know,
what we're seeing in there is representative of what's on the
drawi ngs in there.

So back in May of this year, we were called out
prior to that, and had an opportunity on May 26 to go out
on-site. And we took sone pictures here. And you'll see
what we have kind of identified as maybe some potenti al
i ssues in the area.

So you'll see the shot Nunber 1 is basically, I'm
sorry, shot Nunber 1, |ooking here, is |ooking towards the
east towards this house that is just in the southeast corner
of the Flag Stick devel opnent.

By the way, the yellow district here is the Flag
Stick devel opnent, which is the 433 district. So that is
|l ooking to the east. What you can see there is there's sone
wat er being trapped in this back yard here.

And then the second picture down here is |ooking
south, really standing nore kind of fromthe back, behind
this barn area here and kind of |ooking back. And, again,
you can see that sane water area which is identified in here

And then Nunber 3, we'd be standing nore on the
driveway. There's kind of a | ow area between these two

driveways. Currently, there is a culvert right under this
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driveway. Then there's a culvert under here under this part
of the driveway and | awn area. Wat we're | ooking at, and
maybe this doesn't show real well, but there was sone water
that was trapped in here. That was back on May 26, again.

And then this last picture here, Nunber 4, this is
standi ng on 100t h Avenue | ooking east. |It's really hard to
get a good picture of it, but the drain and the swale in this
area is kind of overgrowmn. This is actually sitting on the
Zeel and West School property.

And currently, this is not a county drain. There
is no easenent applicable or anything in that regard.

The drainage for this, that we have up here to see,
is everything does appear to be going to the north towards
the swal e, school, and 100th Avenue.

So here is, again, the overall district that we've
identified, basically looking at the county G S systemwi th
the one-foot contours. And what we understand fromthe
drai nage systens in there, they all cone into the watershed
that potentially get here, and then this drai nage system
outlets into Hunter's Creek, which then flows westerly this
way.

Here, again, is the Flag Stick 433 district that
you can see is this yellow area here. So the pictures we
were | ooking at were kind of in this corner and in this part

of the swal e here.
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Again, this is alittle bit nore of a bl owup of
the Flag Stick area. So, again, there's culverts here, a
culvert here. These green areas are easenents that have been
desi gned as part of the devel oprent.

| believe there is sone drai nage goi ng right
through this area, and then they do have a detention pond.
However, the drainage on the east side here does not get to
the detention pond. It goes nore toward these swal es and
out. Both of these do outlet into the same 100th Avenue, and
then eventually up to Hunter's Creek.

So today, we're going to hear from public
testi nony, those who wi sh to present any kind of new
information in there. The Board then will deternmine if this
is necessary to make it, as a public health, welfare,
conveni ence, as a project.

If it is deened necessary, then the Water Resources
Commission will review the project and then start to comence
the project. |If they deemthe -- the Board deens it's not
necessary, then nothing nore happens at this point.

If it is deened necessary by the Board, and then it
goes to the Water Resources Comm ssion, the next steps we'll
be looking at is project design. That's |ooked at closely
with Joe's office as to what kind of project we would
i ncl ude.

And then upon conpletion, the project is designed.
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Then it will go out for public bids. And after the public
bids are received, those costs will all be conpiled together
And then the costs of that will be set up for a Day of Review
where the property owners can come and see the apportionnents
that are set up for that. And then after that, construction
wi |l conmmence.

The cost of these projects, they're dependent on
the type of project. |If there is one, it will then be
assessed out to Holland Townshi p, the road conmi ssion, the
county, and then the parcels that are within the district.

That's the end of my presentation.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: kay. Thank you,
Ken.

For the Board nenbers, Ken or Josh, do you have any
guestions for Ken at this point?

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOQUTER: So the storm sewer shown
on this paper in the 104th Avenue is existing?

ENG NEER KEN BOSMVA: 100t h Avenue.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER: 100t h Avenue is existing?

ENG NEER KEN BOSMA:  Correct.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOQUTER: And did you |l ook at the
outlets to it and this sort of thing? Are they functioning
properly?

ENG NEER KEN BOSMA:  Yeah, | don't see any issues

on 100t h Avenue.
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BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER: On 100t h Avenue, okay.
And that was all built with Flag Stick?

ENG NEER KEN BOSMA: No, it was separate. The one
on 100th Avenue was built in 2001. The Flag Stick
devel opment was 2005. So it is the outlet for Flag Stick.
It was not part of any type of county drain either, so that's
why it's al so being included, because this is the only way
the positive drain potentially can occur as -- as the -- has
really two outlets fromthis devel opnent here. There's a
detention pond that has an outlet further to the south, and
then the east line kind of goes to the north and over to the
west to 100t h Avenue.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER: So that was put in there
by a township road project?

ENG NEER KEN BOSMA:  Yes.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER: So it was never part of a
county drain systenf

ENG NEER KEN BOSMA:  Correct.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER: It was part of the road
proj ect?

ENG NEER KEN BOSMA:  Correct.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Good.

Josh, any?

BOARD SECRETARY JOSH WESTGATE: Not at this tine.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay. Good.
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Then, Jerry, from Gtawa County Road Conmi ssion, do
you have any conmment that you'd like to nake?

ROAD COW SSI ON JERRY OLMAN:  Yeah, with -- we'd be
in favor of expanding the district to include 100th Avenue
storm sewer, this county drain, the reason being is we had
the -- the drainage systemin the public right-of-way, and --
but then we have private devel opment draining into that
system so it only makes sense to have it all continue as
county drain out to the outlet.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay. Good. Thank
you, Jerry.

Then we'll open it up for public coment. And if
you'd like to make a coment, then if you would state your
name and your address, and then al so identify whether you
live within or have lands in the drainage district.

And so we'll start right here, if you would like to
make a conment, your nane and address?

MARI ANNE HUNDERMAN:  Mari anne Hunder man, 3284 100t h
Avenue. | do have a honme in the district. And | guess
talking to the forner owner of the house that he showed
pictures of off Riley, they had stated before they sold they
had no water issues until Riley was resurfaced and the
drai nage was |i ke higher nowthan Riley Street, |ike the
culverts were now higher. So | guess | just amcurious if

that was | ooked at at all as part of this study.
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BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ken, do you want to
answer that because you did the prelimnary work on this?

ENG NEER KEN BOSMA:  We | ooked at that to even see
if there was possibly an outlet there, and that elevation of
that stormsewer in Riley Street is higher than what it is
going to the north, yes, so there's not that access there.

MARI ANNE HUNDERMAN:  Okay. Because that was his
comment, that's when he had water issues, after Riley was
r edone.

ENG NEER KEN BOSMA:  And again, just for your sake,
this line here is based on also Otawa County G S contours
where they kind of break as well.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: kay. Does that
hel p?

MARI ANNE HUNDERMAN:  Yes.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: kay. The | ady next
to you, if you would like to nake a coment, your nane and
address pl ease.

TRACIE PIERSMA:  Sure. M nane is Tracie Piersm
and | do live in the district. |'mat 3254.

And the drainage issue is actually in ny back
corner of my lot. And | don't know all of what was | ooked
at, so | think before | comment, |'d |ike to hear maybe what
sone of the solutions would be.

| don't really know that there is one. | know when
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we built, there was standi ng water back behind there.

There's like a little woods area where the barns are and the
culverts are, and I know that that was always water before we
even built our house. So it isn't --

ENG NEER KEN BOSMA:  Right there?

TRACIE PIERSMA:  Correct. Yep. And we did the
culverts, and the water's all supposed to drain. |If it
doesn't drain correctly, that's one issue. But there always
was water back there. It's all clay, so the water was al ways
there to begin with. It wasn't necessarily created by our
bui | di ng of houses there.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Sure.

TRACI E PIERSMA:  But the people that live on -- the
newer people on this road on Riley may not know that, but
there was al ways water back there.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: | n answer, or
comment to one of the things that you asked about, our job is
not really to provide solutions. Qur job is really to
determ ne whether or not we should go forward to put it into
t he county system --

TRACI E Pl ERSMA:  Yep.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: -- in order that
they can look at that, and then provide the solutions that
they m ght find, depending on the engineering work that's

done. |Is that hel pful ?
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TRACI E PI ERSMA:  Yeah. | mean, there is standing
wat er back there. But, like | said, there always has been,
so | don't really know what could or couldn't be done about
it.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay. Good. Thank
you.

The next |ady?

DEBRA MALEC. My name is Debra Malec. | al so have
a house. M address is 3292 100th Avenue. | actually own
the property where that retention pond is. | actually don't
have a comment. | kind of had the sane question as Tracie,
so that was answered fairly well.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay. Did you find
that to be hel pful for you?

DEBRA MALEC. Yeah, | think so. M/ question was
nmostly also |ike what would sone of the ideas be behind
possi bly for that.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Sure. And you're
al so probably -- Riley Street issue m ght be sonmething you're
t hi nki ng of, too?

DEBRA MALEC:. Yes.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay. Al right.
Thank you.

The gentlenen in the back?

SCOIT STEGCERDA: Yes. M nane is Scott Steggerda,
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and | own the property at 9925. That's the | ow house on the
bl ock. M daughter owns the house. | own the |ot next door

We bought it from Randy Ruster who lived there for
30 years, so | got quite a bit of history what's going on
back there. | met with the road conmm ssion, gentleman here,
and some other folks, and we went out there on the rainiest
day of the year. W could see how flooded it was back there

So they -- they did sonme neasurenents. | think
they were the ones that called Prein & Newhof in, checking
things out. But there's standing water back there that has
nowhere to go.

And | -- ny understandi ng was, when they put the
Flag Stick lots in there, there's a retention pond. All the
homes and the barns and everything are supposed to drain, the
driveways are supposed to drain down to 100th Street, and |
don't see where they do that.

There's drains, tiles comng off the roof fromthe
gutters right to the back of ny barn there, and the standing
water sits there and it has nowhere to go. So the -- when
they made the road wider on Riley, they got rid of the ditch
in front of our house, there's a couple -- actually, what are
t hey cal | ed?

ROAD COWM SSI ON JERRY COLMAN: The catch basin

SCOIT STEGCGERDA: So there's really no catch basin

anywhere on ny property anynore, so the water has nowhere to

O'Brien & Bails Court Reporting & Video
800.878.8750 - Michigan Firm No. 8029

20




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

go. All the water fromthe barns that were put up there are
goi ng down.

And we were -- the understanding was it was all
supposed to drain to 100th Street. But it doesn't. So
there's a ot of drainage fromthose properties cone on to
ours, so it makes our yard unusable nost of the sunmer while
it's raining. Can't really nowthe laws it's so wet. Stil
wet today.

And we're just, you know, we had a lot of rain this
spring. | know you al ways have. You've got clay out there.
I'"mused to being in sand.

We're hoping that you can get the water out of
there so we don't have these issues. So, you know, ny
comrent is there was standi ng water back there, it was a
field because it was | ower back there, but we never had the
probl ens |ike we have now.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Sure.

SCOTT STEGCERDA: And it's just, how do we get the
water out of there? If we can get the water to go where it's
supposed to on 100th, that would be what we'd |ike to see,
you know, nakes our property better used. Because | don't
feel that other people's property should drain on sonebody
el se's property, and | see that's what's happening.

So if we could figure that out, that's all we're

asking. | mean, you know, there's going to be water back
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there. | get it. It's a lowspot. Al the houses that were
built up, they all brought in fill sand. You know, there's
some, hardly -- the house to the east of us, you know, he

rai sed his whole property up two feet, so the water's got
nowhere to go there.

There was a catch basin that it could have gone to.
There's a natural swale. That's higher than what ours is, so
it has nowhere to go there. And, of course, the back
property gets caught between, you know, the barns that were
put up, and the houses, have nowhere to get out of there.

So, hopefully, if this is truly where the line is
going to be where those houses are, we get that draining out
of there. It has to go somewhere. Right now, it sits in ny
back yard.

My barn was flooded all spring, you know, had
standi ng water inside the barn, which it never had before
t hose houses were there. Never canme up that high. So | do
appreciate if we can get the water out of there sonehow.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Good. Thank you for
t hose conments. Appreciate that.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER: | got a coupl e questions
for the people.

A lot of times you hear in clay areas that you're
havi ng problens with flooded basements, this type of thing.

We're just dealing with standing water? 1|s that the main
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pr obl en?

SCOIT STEGGERDA: You're asking ne?

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOQUTER: Standing surface water?

SCOIT STEGGERDA: Well, so | own a property that's
a vacant lot. It has a barn on it. M daughter bought the
ot her property, 9925, so she owns that.

There's a sunp punp in the basenent that runs
non-stop. There's always water. The guy | bought the house
fromput tile all the way around the house, so it's al ways
draining in there.

But there's a barn on that back property, a 30 by
40 pol e barn, and that had standing water this spring. Wen
everything is falling and everything else, it has nowhere to
go, so it just creeps up to our back yard, gets to our house,
because it just can't go to the draining culverts, you know.

And like | say, when they wi dened Riley, they got
rid of the ditch, put the culverts on the ground, they
bypassed our property. The one that's east of our property,
that's the closest one to us. | guess there's one on ny
property, too, but it's so high, it doesn't get to that point
fromthe back yard there

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Al right. Good.
Thank you.

If there are no other public comments, then | would

nove that public coment tinme be closed.
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BOARD SECRETARY JOSH WESTGATE:  Support .

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Moved and supported
to close public comment tine.

Al'l those in favor, say aye.

BOARD SECRETARY JOSH WESTGATE: Aye.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Aye

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER: Aye

BOARD CHAIR RI CH VANDER KLCK: That's carried

And now, Board nenbers, Ken, Josh, if you have
comments that you want to nmake based on the public conment
that we heard?

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER: | guess | see a problem
and the people have a problem so they can't do anything with
it through the Drain Conm ssioner unless this becones a
public -- under public donain.

So, as far as I'mconcerned, it's a good idea to
get it under public domain, and they can take a | ook at it
and see once if there's a solution to the problem

I"'ma little surprised that we didn't have anybody
fromthe school, since the school is being included in this
entire area, but it looks like if everything drains to that
drain, it should be included in the drainage district.

So I'min favor of getting this under jurisdiction
so sonething can be | ooked at.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay. Good. Thank
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you.

Josh?

BOARD SECRETARY JOSH WESTGATE: |'mgoing to agree
with Ken on this. W have to bring this in the county
drai nage systemto be able to fix, obviously, the issues in
the area, so I'min favor of this project going forward.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay. W, just so
that you' re aware, those of you in the public, your comrents,
obvi ously, were recorded there, and the engineers al so
recorded them so those are the issues that they'll be
| ooking at trying to address when they do their engineering
st udy.

Qur purpose only is to deternine whether or not it
shoul d be brought under the auspices of the Otawa County
Wat er Resources Commi ssion, and so that's our -- our task

And based on the comments that | heard and the
coments fromthe Board nmenbers, | would nmake the notion that
the proposed Flag Stick Drain, as petitioned on May 19, 2022,
i s necessary and conducive to the public health, convenience,
or welfare.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SCQUTER: |'Il second that notion

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Motion is made and
support ed.

Al in favor, say aye.

BOARD SECRETARY JOSH WESTGATE: Aye.

O'Brien & Bails Court Reporting & Video
800.878.8750 - Michigan Firm No. 8029

25




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Aye

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER: Aye

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Opposed? That is
carri ed.

And, Ken, do you -- or, | nean, Joe, do you want to
make a comment about --

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH. Well, | appreciate
everybody taking the time to kind of |earn about the process
and how this works. That way it's not a Joe decision. |It's
actually a Board of Determ nation decision, and they see it
necessary.

That being said, if anybody wanted to appea
today' s decision, you can do that through circuit court. You
have ten days fromtoday to appeal it. Typically, nobody
does, because they're in favor of, but if sonmebody wanted to
appeal it, again, circuit court's the way to do that.

| appreciate everybody's tine this afternoon, and
we | ook forward to doing what we can do to fix the problem

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Okay. Thank you
Joe.

| woul d decl are the neeting adjourned. Thank you
all for coning

(Board of Determ nation adjourned at 3:59 p.m)
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