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STATE OF M CH GAN
COUNTY OF OTTAVWA

IN RE:  HARLEM DRAI N

BOARD OF DETERM NATI ON

Proceedi ngs comenced at 6:00 p.m, on Wdnesday,
Sept enber 18, 2019, at the Macatawa Legends CGolf C ub, 4600

Macat awa Legends Boul evard, Holland, M chigan, held before

Marjorie A Covey, CSR-2616, Certified Shorthand Reporter and

Not ary Publi c.

APPEARANCES:

M. Joe Bush, Otawa County WAter Resources Comm ssioner
M. Chad Meints, Chief Deputy to Water Resources Comm
Ms. Sara Hirts, Secretary

Ri ck Vander Kl ok, Board Chai rman
Larry Bruursema, Board Secretary
Ron Brink, Board Menber

Howar d Baumann, Port Shel don Townshi p Supervi sor
Todd Wlters, Aive Townshi p Supervisor

Jerry A man, OQtawa County Road Conm ssion

s S 55 555

Dan Fredricks, P.E., LRE Engineering
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Hol | and, M chi gan
Sept enber 18, 2019 - 6:00 p. m
PROCEEDI NGS

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH. Good eveni ng,
everyone. Can | get your attention, please? Can everybody
hear nme okay? No?

I"mgoing to wal k around, | like to walk. W have
a few nore people comng in here, quickly, we'll get this
eveni ng start.

THE REPORTER. Hey, Joe, |'mhaving a hard tine
hearing you.

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH: That's what |
wanted to know. We're going to figure out howto turn it up
because it's not |oud enough. Can you hear ne now? 1|s that
better?

Al'l right, good to go?

Al'l right. Welcone, everyone. Wl cone to Macatawa
Legends and wel cone to the Harlem Drain Board of
Det er m nati on.

"' m Joe Bush, your Otawa County Water Resources
Commi ssi oner, al so known as the Drain Conm ssioner. |
changed the nane in 2012 to Water Resources Conm ssi oner.
You can do that with Drain Code.

| thought it nore fit this position than it did

being Drain Comm ssioner. | think it's worked out pretty
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wel | countyw de.

| ama countywi de elected official, and | am here
toni ght because the state statute requires ne to hold a Board
of Determ nation when | have petitions. | had four townships
petition ne for inprovenents on the Harlem Drain, that's why
we' re here tonight.

People are like, well why was | invited? Everybody
is in a watershed. And the big watershed that you guys are
inis the Harlem You might live on a tributary, but that
tributary probably ends up going into the Harlem Drain.

So what happens is when | have a petition, | have
to mail out everybody. | have 5600 letters to nmail out and
everybody got a letter that's sitting in here, plus all the
ot her people in Holland, Park, Port Sheldon and dive
Township that is a part of this watershed. So that's why
you' re here tonight.

Just for information in the getgo, it is news to ne
this week -- or last week, I'msorry, that three of the four
townshi ps have said they' re covering the costs for any drain
i nprovenents along the dans that will be discussed tonight.
So there is no special assessnents on the project for the
danms if you live in Park Township, Aive Townshi p and Hol | and
Townshi p.

Port Sheldon is still in discussion on if they're

going to pay at large, but Port Sheldon is only 5.6 percent
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of the overall watershed. So it's a very snmall percentage of
t hat .

But Hol | and, Park and O ive have decided to cover
the cost of that. So there is no special assessnents to the
property owners for the replacenents of the damif that's
necessary.

So if this three-panel Board deens it necessary to
do a replacenent for the dans, I'mnot here to say there
shoul d be or should not be, being the Water Resources
Commi ssioner and with state statute, M chigan Drain Code
tells me, | got to hold a Board of Determ nation, appoint a
three-panel board like | did. These three panel nenbers have
no properties, nor do they live in any of the townships that
we' re tal king about, nor do they live in the watershed.

So | appoint these people, they will run the
nmeeting once | give themthe oath. And then they run the
Board -- they run the neeting tonight, the public hearing.

One thing that's very inportant is we keep it

civil. Everything is court recorded. Margie here is ny
court reporter. It's not in state statute to have it court
recorded, but | do. Since |l get elected, | have a court

recorder at everyone of ny Board of Determ nation nmeetings so
| ater you can reference those, either via website on
MOQtawa.org, find Joe Bush, Water Resources Conmmi ssioner; or

| can give you a hard copy of those m nutes fromthe BOD.
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And everything is court recorded. So if you want
to take ne to court later, she's got it in there or sonebody
el se, the Court, of what | said, what he said, what she said.
It's all court recorded. So that's why | do that to protect
ever ybody.

The other thing is I'll make a few announcenents.

I f anybody wants to go see the dans, they're not too far away
fromhere. Sonme people said, why are we having a neeting on

a Wednesday night? Well, typically I got to have it at night
or during the day. That's one thing.

Wiy Wednesday night? 1It's church tonight, |'ve
heard people are pretty upset with ne that it's church
tonight. This is the only tinme that | can get these three
panel nenbers, get Margie, get ny staff, get the engineer,
and get nyself in one place, and have a | ocation. A location
is not easy to find to fit these kind of nunbers of people
very quickly.

So it took a lot of coordination. So | apol ogize
if it's Wednesday ni ght, and you got to skip out on
sonmething, | apologize. But this is the only tine | could
get it to work was Wednesday ni ght.

The other part is | talk about special assessnents,
they're not here tonight to determne a cost. They're here
to determ ne a necessity or not, whether it's necessary to

pass the petition or not. That's why they're here.
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Again | give themthe oath, they run the neeting.
They're nore than happy to ask ne any questions, but during
the public coment, it's very inportant that you cone up
here, state your name, address, and your concerns, so the
court recorder can record it. So that's going to be very
cruci al .

And it's probably going to be limted to three
m nut es because we have a | ot of people here, so |'m assuni ng
they' Il nake that notion. That's up to themif they want it
for three mnutes, but sonetinmes they do that.

"Il rmake a few nore introductions.

So I'lIl introduce the Board. | introduced Margie
al ready, ny court recorder.

Fromright to left we have Ron Brink, and then in
the center -- he's from Zeel and Township. And in the center
we have Rich VanderKl ok, he is from Georgetown Township. And
on the left we have Larry, and Larry is from CGeorget own
Townshi p.

These nenbers have been at several BODs, they
understand Drain Code and they al so understand drai nhage and
how t he | egal process works.

They have no idea what we're tal ki ng about tonight.
| don't go neet with themand tell themdo this or say this.
They absolutely have no idea. It's not ny job to tell them

it's you people's job to tell themif you have issues with
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whatever. [It's not ny job to tell them | just appoint
t hem

And we have Dan Fredricks, he's from Land And
Resource, he is the engineer.

We have the road conm ssion here tonight, Jerry

W have two townshi p supervisors, How e Baunann
from Port Sheldon; and Todd Wlters fromQdive. And then two
of ny staff are in the back, Chad Meints is ny chief deputy,
and Sara is ny secretary. She went sonewhere.

So that's ny staff.

Again |'mgoing to go ahead and give these three
gentl enmen the oath. And there is an agenda, | think
everybody got an agenda. And then they'll run the neeting.
So thank you for com ng tonight.

Gent | enen, please rise, raise your right hand.

Do each of you solemnly swear that you will
faithfully performand di scharge the duties inposed upon you
as required by |law as nmenbers of the Board of Determ nation
appoi nted by the Otawa County Water Resources Conm ssioner
to determ ne the necessity for maintenance and i nprovenent of
the Harlem Drain | ocated at Holland Charter Township, Park
Townshi p, Aive Township, and Port Shel don Township in said
county? GCentl enen?

BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA: | do.
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BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDERKLOK: | do.

BOARD MEMBER RON BRI NK: | do.

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH: Thank you.

BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMVA: Wth that 1'Il nmake
a notion to appoint R ch VanderKl ok as the chair.

WATER RESOURCES COMM JCE BUSH: Can you speak in
the mc?

BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA: | have to speak in
the mc.

Wth that I'Il make a notion that | nomnate Rich
Vander Kl ok as the chairman.

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK: |s there support?

BOARD MEMBER RON BRI NK:  That's supported.

BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA: |It's been supported.

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK: It's been noved and
support ed.

Al'l those in favor, say aye.

BOARD MEMBER RON BRI NK:  Aye.

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK: Aye.

BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA:  Aye.

That's just for us, but thank you for the vote of
confi dence.

BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK: |'Il make a notion to
appoi nt Larry Bruursena as the secretary.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Support.

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Moti on made and supported to appoint Larry
Bruursenma as secretary.

Al'l in favor, say aye.

BOARD MEMBER RON BRI NK:  Aye.

BOARD CHAI RMAN RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.

BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA:  Aye.

BOARD CHAI RMAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: That's carri ed.

Then because we have such a nice crowd of good
| ooki ng people here tonight, we're going to limt public
comment to three mnutes. And if you would like to make a
coment, |'m asking that you cone forward and state your nane
and address and address your comment to the chair. Don't
turn your back on us and address the audi ence.

And the reason |I'mdoing that is because the court
reporter needs to hear the comment, and she is recording al
of this. And if you happen to turn, she may m ss sone of
your comments.

So during the public coment, you'll be given three
m nutes. Cone forward, state your nanme and address, and nake
your comment during that three-m nute comment peri od.

Let's see. Wat else do we need to do? | think
we've -- | think Joe has clearly delineated for us what we as
a Board of Determi nation do and so the role and function he
very much explained that. So | won't need -- |I'mnot going

to repeat that.
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And al so, the procedural history, he also referred
to that and how a Board of Determ nation functions and what
our role is. He alluded to the fact that we are not involved
in determning costs or any of that sort of thing. And he
al ready nentioned about the three townships that have al ready
said that they would -- that they would cover the costs for
the particular issues that he descri bed.

| just wonder if anyone from one of the
representative townships or Jerry of the road conm ssion, if
you have any conments that you want to nake before we begin
the public hearing? |Is there any -- Jerry, do you have
anyt hi ng?

OTTAWA COUNTY RCAD COMM SSI ON JERRY CLMAN: |
don't.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay, and
representatives that Joe alluded to, do you have anything
that they'd like to share?

| don't see anyone. (kay, thank you.

Then we're going to ask for the engineer's
presentation, and so we'll turn it over to him

ENG NEER DAN FREDRI CKS: Thank you.

My name is Dan Fredricks, I"'mwth Land And
Resour ce Engi neering out of G and Rapids, Mchigan, |'m going
to give a brief overview of why we're here today and sone of

the specific issues alone the drain that pronpted the
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petition.

So the first thing we're going to do is go over why
we're here, which Joe already alluded to. 1'Il give you a
brief overview of the drain and the watershed or the drai nage
district associated with that, talk a little bit about the
history of the drain, the structural issues with sone of the
i n-stream control structures. That's what pronpted this
petition. And then we'll discuss what happens next.

So as Joe nentioned before, Holland Charter
Townshi p petitioned the Drain Conm ssioner's office under
Chapter 8 of the Drain Code to nake inprovenents to the
drain. In this case the specific concerns were three
i n-stream control structures which I'll show you here in just
one second.

As Joe said, Mchigan Drain Code requires that a
Board of Determ nation be held to determne if a project is
necessary. That's what these three gentlenen are up here are
to decide. It's your testinony fromthe audi ence to
det erm ne whether the project is necessary.

The other thing I think nmentioned before too, from
the cost standpoint for these structures, three of the four
townshi ps that are within this drainage district have already
agreed to step up to the plate and pay for these structures.
So the assessnent to any individual |and owners shoul d be

mnimal as a result of that.
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So this first slide here is a photograph of the
Hol | and Drain drainage district. And | apol ogize, ny | aser
poi nter is not working very well.

But this dark line right here, this drainage
di strict was | ast updated back in 1989. So back in 1989 we
didn't have as detail ed topographi c maps and contour
i nformati on as we have today. So it's a little bit nore kind
of rigid and squared off, as we would say | guess, follow ng
basic property lines to determine who is within this drai nage
district or who isn't.

If you got notified today, you' re nost |ikely
within the drainage district. What that neans that
ultimately a drop of water from your property is going to
enter the Harlem Drain.

Now t he Harlem Drain, you m ght know it as Pine
Creek, basically the downstreamend is right here at Lake
Macatawa. And it flows -- it starts way north al nost up by
Port Shel don Road in Aive Township, and it flows kind of
sout h, southwesterly. It crosses 144th Avenue into Port
Shel don, kind of near Van Buren. And then it goes through
Port Shel don, crosses New Holland into Park Township briefly,
before it heads back east, com ng back into Holland Township
and then crosses 144th again. And ultimately gets down to
Lake Mac.

So | apologize this map is old and not easily seen
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but this is to give you a reference. Here is 144th, here is
New Hol | and, Port Sheldon is up here, 128th is right there,
and 160th is right about here. That actually gives you an

I dea of where we are geographically.

So the watershed is quite big, it's over 17 square
mles. There is about a little over ten mles of drain
established. There is an easenent associated with that drain
which is 70 feet either side of the drain centerline. So
there is 140-foot easenent which is dedicated to the drai nage
di strict and mai ntained by the drain comm ssioner.

The drain was established actually before 1890.

And the first records we have of work being done on it was in
1890. It was established actually sonetinme before that, but
we don't have the exact record on that.

As | nmentioned before this drainage district, which
Is essentially a special assessnent district, was updated in
1989. So since 1890 there has been about fifteen projects on
the drain, whether those are mai ntenance projects or petition
projects such as today. So it's been fairly well nmaintained
on average of about every eight years there has been sone
wor k done on the project.

What really brings us here today are these
I n-stream control structures. So we have one -- here is Van
Buren Street, the first one is just south of Van Buren Street

on the west side of 144th Avenue. The second contro
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structure is just north of Barry Street. And the downstream
nost is in Quincy Park south of New Hol | and between |i ke
Qui ncy and New Hol | and, just east of 144th Avenue.

Those structures, the bulk of them were |ast
i mproved -- two of the three were inproved back in the '70s.
And the one at Barry Street had some work done back in 1995.

So in general, a lot of these control structures
are in varying states of deterioration. Basically they're
in-line weirs. | can show you a photograph, here is an
exanpl e of one.

This is the one at Quincy Park, so this is the
downstream nost one. It's basically a steel-sheet piling
wei r going across the channel. So here is the pedestrian
bridge. You can see the channel right here, a
trapezoi dal - shaped channel, a steel-shaped piling weir going
acr oss.

In this notched area you have stop logs they put in
to raise or lower water levels. And then there is -- nost of
t hem have sone | evel of catwal k out over it.

In the state of -- in the Quincy Park one here the
structure is in decent condition, but we are beginning to see
signs of erosion on the steel itself, and we're getting
downstream bank erosion. They have put in sonme concrete
sl ope paving arnory, but downstream of that we're getting

nmor e er osi on.
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There is also issues as far as operational issues
with these using stop | ogs versus we mght | ook at using a
little bit nore easily, even potentially automated system
li ke a slew escape to allow better regulation of water |evels
for these control structures.

So these control structures are here for two
pur poses; one is for irrigation purposes to be able to back
water up for farmers to be able to draw water from so it
hel ps regul ate waters froman agricultural standpoint. And
they do provide sonme leveling of flood control | guess on the
downstream areas there because they are a restriction within
the channel itself.

They do help to reduce peak flow rates which
technically hel ps reduce downstream fl oodi ng, so they do have
a flood control elenment to themas well.

So again we're here today specifically because of
property owners conpl ai ni ng about these structures that they
need to be inproved and that's what pronpted Hol |l and Townshi p
to petition this project.

| apologize this is really sensitive here.

So on the next structure upstreamis at Barry
Street. This structure is in very poor condition. It's
| eaki ng, both beneath the sheeting, and it's flacking around
the sides of it. There is erosion downstream So this one

Is in need of repair.
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There is also, froma hydraulic standpoint and from
the road conmm ssion standpoint with the erosion that it's
causing by Barry Street we're |ooking at possibly relocating
this one downstream of Barry Street so it would have |ess
adverse inpact on the culvert there.

And the final structure is |ocated just west of
144, south of Van Buren Street. This structure is 40 to 50
years old. It's in pretty poor condition but it's al so not
regularly used. So it's questionable whether or not we woul d
repl ace the structure right now.

Cenerally there is no stop logs init, soit's not
necessarily backing up water. So this one right now, based
on what we've talked with the residents and the farners in
that area, there nmay or may not be any work done to this one.

So goi ng onto what happens next now we'll open the
floor to public testinony. So the Board is going to hear
i nput and ultimtely nake a decision on whether or not this
petition is necessary.

If the petition is found not necessary, then the
proj ect cannot be re-petitioned again for another year.

If it is determ ned necessary, then we would go
forward with conducting an engi neering study to | ook into not
only these issues, but any other issues that you nay have
al ong the drain, and then go specifically address those

i ssues in sone formof a project, the scope of which will not
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be determ ned today, but will be based on the results of the
engi neering study and i nput fromthe Drain Conm ssioner.

So with that, I'Il turn it back over to the Board.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: Okay. Thank you.

For our public comment, as | said before, we'd like
you to cone forward, please state your nane and address. And
then al so identify whether you live or have land in the
dr ai nage district.

So anyone who would |ike to conme forward, you have
three minutes to nake your coment, give your nane, address,
and al so specify whether you have land -- live or have | and
in the drainage district.

Who woul d i ke to begin?

Conme forward and state your nanme and address,
pl ease.

MR. BRAD PAULSEN: | may not need a mc.

My nane is Brad Paulsen, and | |ive at 13982 Fox
Trail Drive right behind the junior high school, the drain
goes through my backyard.

Last fall my wife and I was out working in the yard

and she fell in the hole, it was about this deep
(indicating), the sod was still over it, and she took a step
and went right down into a hole. It's undermning ny yard.

And over the years |I've noticed that it seens |ike ny

backyard gets lower all the tine.
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Well then we got this big hole init, sol filled
It back in and we could see flow ng water.

I filled it back in last fall, and we noticed now
there is spots in it that are starting to give way again.
Because | step in it, ny foot went down two or three inches.
So it's not fixed.

And | was told -- | called the drain conm ssioner
and there was a guy, a gentlenman canme out, and he assessed
it. And about a nonth later | got a letter in the mail that
said they would be dredging fromRiley to Quincy. And he
says they were just taking bids, and he said it was going to
be done this summer.

Now I don't know if that's what started part of
this, but that's what happened wth us.

I wll say that the first ten years | |ived there,
water was a |lot nore consistent than it is today as far as
the highs and the lows. Since this place has been built, the
hi ghs come up a | ot quicker, and it seens |ike our |ows
really get low, conpared to what it used to be |like for the
first ten years that | lived there.

But ny concern is are they going to take care of --
are they going to dredge, or are we just tal king bridges
today? Because that was ny understanding, it was going to
happen this sumer, they were just taking taking -- waiting

for bids.
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BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: Thank you. |
can't answer that question.

| think the petition that we're addressing, | don't
bel i eve dealt with the dredging issue, did it?

WATER RESOURCES COWM JCE BUSH: We can include it.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK:  You can include
it, but that was not part of the petition at this point, was
it?

WATER RESOURCES COM JCE BUSH: It is naintenance.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Mai nt enance,
okay, yes. So then it would be.

MR. BRAD PAULSEN:. Ckay.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: Good, anyone
el se?

Conme forward, please, state your nanme, address.
There is a gentleman just ahead of you, sir.

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: It's okay.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: Who wants to be
first? | think he's letting you.

MR. RON DEWAARD: Thank you.

My nanme is Ron DeWaard, | |ive at 13975 Port
Shel don Road. And I'min the tougher part of this drain
comm ssion, and we've been battling these control dikes here
for as long as I've lived here. And |I've lived in here since

1971 before they were ever put in.
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We have had fl oodi ng problens up there because the
peopl e that are under control of these dans will not renove
t he boards when we call and ask them

And this last gentleman that says he's having water
fl ow problens down below, it's the sane thing because they're
hol di ng the water back.

| just put a test hole in ny backyard this week,
went down six feet, six feet square, and as of right now,
|"ve got water within 14 inches of the top of that hole. And
that's eight feet fromthe back of ny house. And we've never
had this problemuntil this was originally put in here.

These dans were put in, to hold the water back. And they
wi Il not renove them

W even had a | awsuit against them and the judge
said -- threw that out. So what are we supposed to do?

| nmean there is another gentleman here |'mpretty
sure he's going to speak tonight that he's been floodi ng out,
and he said he was a hobby farnmer and he didn't count.

So -- and like | said, these drains are not good
for this. M grandfather originally hunted in around the
marsh that's being drained. That water was dug out -- that
ditch was dug by a horse and scrapers to put back in. So
this land, ny land was originally farnmed by one of the other
coupl es here, we knew them And they're -- well in fact

their farmused to be part of this, here right here.
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And she used to wal k -- VanCanpen, she used to wal k

across and sit under the trees in front of ny house today,
bri ngi ng her dad and her brothers neals for plow ng property
t here.

So | nean there is a |lot of problens in here, and

yes, it could be solved. Nunber one, these dans are not w de

enough openings to let the water go through.

When we got high water, we got as nmuch as five to
ei ght inch difference fromone side to the other side of the
dam The openings are not bi g enough.

They do not pull the dam boards all the way out to
the bottomto flush the system out.

So | hopefully, nyself, | personally would just
assunme these dans were out of here because the people that
are in charge of themdo not want to take proper control of
t hem

And that's all | got to say.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: (Ckay, thank you.

Yes, sir? Next?

I f anyone el se would |ike to make a comment, you
can conme forward and be ready to go when this gentleman is
fini shed.

MR, ROBERT KAHLE: H . M nane is Robert Kahle.
live at 14183 Deer Cove Drive.

My property, which contains ny residence, and in
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the back is wooded, and | |ive probably across Pine Creek
from M. Paul sen who spoke earlier. Sonewhere very near him

And the problemthat | amhaving is this. Wen we
noved into the home we're in now and took control of the
property we have, it was 22 years ago |last nonth. W had in
that first sumrer, and particularly in Septenber, |'m not
going to know for sure, but a horrendous anmpunt of rain in
West M chigan, in fact it washed out part of U S. 31 up near
Ludington in that tinme. | had a hard tinme planting and just
bei ng abl e to now because of the continuous rain we seened to
have for nonths. And | had no fl ooding problens in those
days what soever.

A few years later they did have a dredging of it in
the summer. And | noted that in the area between Riley
Street and Quincy that there didn't seemto be any spoi
renoved. The people that canme along and did the work on the
ditch, the whole length, just seenmed, especially behind ny
pl ace, just seened to have tanped things down and rounded it
out. So they didn't actually renove any sedi nent that woul d
have conme from upstream over sone years.

And shortly thereafter on June the 8th in 2008 --
I"msorry, on June the 7th, that evening, and into June 8th
we had a lot of rain. If | recall right there was about 14
i nches of rain neasured sonewhere up near West dive.

And at that point in time for the first tine |
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think ever, ny residence got flooded, you know, into the
basement. And | noted that there were puddles that cane

up -- after the rain was done, a few days later, | had water
come seem ngly fromunderground into an area of the yard up
near ny home, and then just because of hydraulic pressure,
come up through the floor and cracks and so forth that are in

t he basenent.

Now days any tine you get two -- we get two inches
of rain, | get pretty -- pretty close, two inches of rain or
anynore, |I'mgoing to get that condition, you know, severity

dependi ng on how nuch water has cone out of the sky, of
course, and how long it takes to drain back out through the
basement fl oor.

But if this thing -- | was here because |like the
previous gentleman noted, we got a notice earlier in the year
that they were going to cone along and do surveying and
peopl e woul d be com ng back to give us estimates of their
costs for doing a job of dredging this between Riley and
Qui ncy.

| haven't heard or seen a thing of any activity
regarding that. But |I'd just like to state that if they
actually do this, 1'd like sonebody in the county that works
for a drain conm ssioner that's got sone sort of
responsibility to see that they actually cone along and dig

the thing out and renove it so that it will drain and let the
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water | evel go down back there. |'msure they got paid for
t hat .

But you've got tree line and yards on both sides
much of the length and it's a difficult area to get to. But
I"d like to see spoils actually dug out and renoved and put
the |l evel of the thing back down where it was 22 years ago
when | noved in.

Thank you.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: Thank you.

Is there anyone el se who would like to nake a
coment? Just cone forward, state your nane and address, and
if you are living in that drain --

M5. LISA TURKSTRA: M nane is Lisa Turkstra. |
live at 4260 North 160th Avenue.

| found out when | read the letter today that | am
part of the Harlem Drain district. A few years ago | was
part of the Park West Drain District. So | was really
shocked when | got ny letter.

My questions here are nore procedural because |
lived through the nightmare that was the Park West Drain.

And | seen how these petitions grow and grow and expand and
i ncl ude nore things and include nore people.

So what |'m hoping to get tonight is assurances

that this project will be [imted to maintenance and what the

engi neers have proposed, and not sonme grand plan to nove
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drai ns, connect drains and use ditches that are dug by
farmers years ago to becone part of a drainage system

| do not want to live through this again. It is
not part of ny health, welfare or convenience to go through
anot her project |ike the Park West Drain.

| don't know how often a decision is nmade to nove
peopl e fromone drainage district to another, but | hope in a
few years when they have to fix the Park West Drain | don't
get another letter to have to cone to a neeting.

I"'min the Harlem Drain, |'mstaying there.

Thank you.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK:  You're wel cone.

Anyone else like to cone forward, state your nane
and address and make a conment.

MR. JOHN SCHEFFLER  Hi, mnmy nane is John Scheffler
I live at 363 Fourth Avenue, Holland M chi gan.

| have the issue with, they put a newroad in in
May of 2017, and now all the water cones down the road and
drains in ny driveway, through ny -- between ny house and ny
garage. And the drain is on the opposite end of the street,
but it's flooding ny -- it's really bad. It's like a river
every time it rains.

| was excited to get this Harlemthing because |
t hought naybe this was a contact from Joe or Bob Russell at

the road conmm ssi on because they were going back and forth,
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not wanting to talk to nme about this situation.

So | just hope |I'mput on this drai nage or
sonet hi ng because right now | have to put sandbags because
stuff is flooding ny backyard.

| have kids, |'ve had people fall in ny driveway i
winter. Then when it thaws out -- it's so bad in the
wintertine | have to put sandbags because stuff is flooding.
So I would Iike soneone to contact nme to see if | can be put

in the drain, | don't know It's really bad. So before I

n

have to take it to another level -- it's been alnobst |ike two

years, they say they're busy and they'|ll get back with ne,

but | haven't heard anyt hing.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: John, did you say

you are a part of this Harlem Drain?
MR. JOHN SCHEFFLER  Yes, they sent this to ne.
BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: | thought that's
what you sai d.

MR. JOHN SCHEFFLER  Yeah, | didn't know |

t hought it was sonething they were going to contact ne to fix

it. And I thought, oh, I'mfinally getting sonmething. But
guess everybody is getting this Harlem Drain.
BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay, thank you.
Anyone el se? Yes, ma' anf
M5. RRITA HURON:. H . M nane is Rita Huron. |

live at 13758 Quincy Street, west of 136th and before 142nd.
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And every time -- we've been living there since
94, Every tinme we get a heavy rain, our whole front yard is
just like flooded, | nean you can see in the pictures there,
and our backyard.

Now when we built, they said there was going to be
an easenment back there. | called the drain conmm ssioner when
we were having issues, our crawl space is flooding, our water
heater is down there and our heater. So every tinme we get
flooding in the crawl space, everything goes out. W have to
punp it out because we don't have a sunp punp. We didn't
know we were going to have this issue when we first built.

W are so worried with the continuous rain and the
saturated ground that our walls mght start to give. That's
going to be very expensive to repair.

My concern is when | called the drain conmm ssioner,
| think it was back in 2008, | was told that | had to contact
nmy association. And I'mlike, well where is that? How do |
get a hold of thenf

So in other words they couldn't do anything for ne.

The easenent that's in our backyard runs all the
way through everyone's backyard and everyone has ki nd of
altered that. They've kind of filled it in and it's just
kind of like a little slope.

We have never touched ours. But because our sits

t he deepest, because everyone else has filled, it all pools

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

27



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

right in our backyard. Everyone's trash, everyone's
retaining boards that they have put in, have given way and
they all flowed into our backyard.

And | don't know what to do. | don't know who to
conplain to. But it needs to be graded so that it's even
t hroughout the whol e subdivision and so that it can drain
away sonewhere because it's just sitting there.

I have grandchildren and now with the EEE thing
going on, |'mvery concer ned.

So | don't know -- this water has to drain into one
of those drai nage easenents that you were tal king about, so
"' m hoping that maybe the drain comm ssioner can cone out and
| ook back there and see what's goi ng on, because as you can
see in the pictures, it's not good.

And this is ny whol e subdivision, that's just not
ny yard.

So I'm sure many of you have driven down Quincy and
have seen the lake in ny front yard.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Ckay.

M5. RITA HURON: Thank you.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: Thank you.

Anyone el se who would |ike to nake a conment ?

Those of you who are getting up, just cone on
forward and we'll forma I|ine.

MR. RON BORR: Ron Borr, 519 Dougl as Avenue, also
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known as Otawa Beach Road.

Technically | guess I'mpart of the drain but I
live on flat land and it's all sand so | really don't know
whet her it affects nme or not.

But | have a question on procedure. It was said
that this is a result of a request from soneone to do work?

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLCOK: Joe can answer
t hat .

MR RON BORR | used to be an accountant with
government contracting and | always thought that there had to
be witten requests from sonebody requesting sonething to be
done. And was that done --

BOARD CHAI RMAN RI CH VANDER KLCK:  Yes.

MR. RON BORR And what was the witten request?

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: A petition was
submtted but if Joe wants to, | think he would reaffirm what
| just said that there was a petition fromthe four
t ownshi ps.

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH: That's correct.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: That petitioned
in order to have a Board here.

MR. RON BORR: Is there a copy of that petition
avai | abl e?

WATER RESOURCES COMWM JOE BUSH. We have it.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: |'m sure that
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they have it.

MR. RON BORR Because | didn't -- | get technical.

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH: Yes, we have it.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: There was a
petition by those four townshi ps.

MR. RON BORR: By the four townships?

BOARD CHAI RMAN RI CH VANDER KLCK:  Correct.

MR. RON BORR: Not just one of them

BOARD CHAI RMAN RI CH VANDER KLCK: Correct.

MR. RON BORR: Thank you.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK:  You're wel cone.

Yes, sir?

MR, GARY DREYER: Yes, ny nane is Gry Dreyer
14034 Van Buren Street.

Il live in the drain district, | farmin the drain
district. Actually I'"ve farmed there for in excess of 50
years, pushing 60.

The dans are absolutely necessary. It's a
no-brai ner. 1 know not everybody agrees.

But back in 1975 we were fl ooded out pretty
regular. And speaking with the drain conm ssioner and ot her
farmers it was decided to deepen -- or cleanout the drain.
Not just clean it out but deepen it, and this was in 1975.

And prior to that tine there -- the damthat's in

by the township park, there was a damthere before that, and
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the gentleman who lives there is in this audience.

And that dam he told ne this norning, was put in
like in 19 -- in the '40s, 1940s.

So ny point is when this petition went around it
was to deepen the drain with water controll ed neasures as
necessary. And that's where we went fromthere.

"' mthinking about three of the road bridges were
taken out and | owered. A couple of themhad culverts put in
and |l owered. And the dam-- or the ditch was deepened as
much as three feet.

Now t he bl ueberry farners said, whoa, this is going
to really hurt us because you're |lowering the water table.

So then the drain comm ssioner put in there water
control neasures as necessary. And that's where these dans
cone in.

So if you go out and take these dans out, you
actually have to put three feet of dirt back in the whole
drain, or otherw se everybody is going to be under drain and
peopl e think they got a problem now, anybody who says they're
going -- they got too much water right now, because the dans
are in, are going to be worse off if you put three feet of
dirt back in.

Now t here was al so a study by the engi neer from
this past sumrer, and sone of the people who are expressing

concern whether or not the dans were hurting them it was
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docunented by an engineer formthat they were not.

And Joe Bush has all themrecords. And all that
docunentation that these dans, even when they're in their
normal operating height in the summer, does not hurt these
peopl e.

Now t he danms need to be replaced because the sheet
nmetal is rusting out. And there is also a big concern, there
is a damup west of Allendale on that highway that a
gentl eman drowned in putting these boards in by hinself.

And so we're hoping that in the replacenent of this
dam structure that we woul d get sonething nore safe so --

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Ckay.

MR. GARY DREYER: |'ve been part of that for al
those years, and it would be a disaster if those dans were
not replaced by the proper nethods.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: Okay. Thank you,
Gary.

Anyone el se that would like to cone forward and
make a comment ?

MR CURT CARINI: H. M nane is Curt Carini,
address is 665 West O ive Road.

W're trying to plant a blueberry farmthere, and
the water is so high, the water table, that we can't plant.
It's always flooding. So ny request would be that they would

cl ean out the ditches.
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I do think the dans serve a purpose. | wouldn't
want to see themrenoved. But it would be nice if they would
be a little bigger. And when it rains hard, if they would be

| ower ed sooner so the water can get out and just work it that

way.
Thank you.
BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: Thank you.
Is there anyone el se who would like to nake a
comment ?
Yes, sir?
MR, GARY KELLER My nane is Gary Keller, | live at

15742 Ryan Drive. And | do live in this drainage district
which, like the young | ady that spoke before, | was surprised
because | was originally part of Park Wst Drain, and went

t hrough all those hearings, went through all that procedure.

And so all of the sudden | amnow in Harlem Drain
and |'msurprised by that.

But what I'd like to do is a nore procedura
comment and that is to nmake sure that if this conm ssion, or
if this panel decides to go forward, that there is a finite
point to be made as to what's going to get done and what's
goi ng to be noved ahead.

Because after the Park West thing, it changed
al nost daily, and we never knew where we were until it was

finally decided. And then it was too |ate.
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So anyway, |'d like to know -- 1'd like to see the
petitions that were submtted, and what they were
specifically asked about; and secondly, make sure that if
this panel decides to go forward, that we have a pretty
preci se idea of what's going to get done and when and how.

Thank you.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: Okay. Thank you
very much.

Is there anyone el se who would like to nake a
coment ?

Just a second, this lady. You may have the last --
well it mght be the last word, we'll see.

M5. CHRI'S ROCHA: Chris Rocha, 14728 Anchor Court.

My thing is that these people really have issues
and | don't have a problemw th that.

The thing is if the township is going to pay for
the wat ershed, so they already know what the cost is. And
all our taxes constantly go up and constantly go up.

I would I'ike the people that have been up there
that really have a problemto dedicate it just to that area
and then work forward. Because if you go to everybody,
that's going to be lengthy, as far as shutting down roads and
what not, you know. But | do think that we should, |ike
being at this neeting, have a chance to vote when it cones to

the certain parcels that you do so nuch at a tine, so it
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isn't such a big cost to everybody el se.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you

| do believe that Joe Bush nentioned that Park,
A ive and Hol | and Townshi p have agreed to cover costs. |
think Port Shel don was still deciding because of the --
anyway, the proximty and the drainage district and so forth.

Is there anyone el se before we hear fromthe
engi neer? 1Is there anyone else who would like to make a
comment ?

Yes, sir?

MR. MARION HOEVE: M nane is Marion Hoeve. | live
at 13900 Fox Trail Drive.

You' ve heard fromtwo ot her people in our area on
Deer Creek and Fox Trail Court.

| noved there thirty years ago and when | noved
there ny backyard would fl ood about hal fway fromthe creek to
the house. That hasn't happened for the |ast twenty years,
so | have no water problem no problemw th flooding.

| do have a problemw th the drain naintenance.
When | canme home fromFlorida on April 5, | found a 40-foot
log in ny creek. And | have quite a bit of curves going in
there (indicating), and | was told the drain conm ssioner was
going to cone and clean the drain out.

| haven't seen anybody in that drain for the | ast

five years. | see them go down once in awhile and check

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

35



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

things out, but the drain needs to be maintained, not
necessarily inproved.

And | still have that 40-foot log in the drain.
|"ve got it tied up so it won't nove. | tried to cut part of
it off in the water about four feet deep and I'm not going to
get drowned in that creek. So | think sonebody has to take
care of that | og.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay, thank you.

Is there anyone el se who would like to nake a
coment ?

If you do, please cone forward. You can cone right
up and stand in |ine.

Is there anyone el se after these two gentl enmen who
would |i ke to make a cooment? |f you would, please cone
forward so that we can assess how many nore we're going to
have before we term nate public.

Go ahead, sir.

MR GARY HOLT: M nane is Gary Holt. | live at
6220 - 144th Avenue on the north end of the Harlem Drain.

' ve been opposed to these dans for the last forty
years. | farmthem 1'm always conpl ai ni ng about too nuch
wat er .

The dans, you know, have been managed, you know,
primarily by a couple of farnmers for the benefit of those

farnmers. They are on the Board, they nanage the dans
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according to their needs.

And 1've worked wth four drain conm ssioners, the
nost recent one | got to admt has been the best as far as
hel pi ng me nanage water on and off ny property.

| do not feel these danms are necessary anynore.
know we heard fromthe gentl eman tal ki ng about when they were
established fifty years ago, but things have changed
dramatical ly.

| never flooded in nmy barns up until the last few
years. And all the people that |I'm heari ng about down south
of here that have all this erosion and erratic water flow
problens, | can attest that the drains have been a | ot nore
erratic than they' ve ever been because of all the
I nprovenents that have happened around here.

There used to be another southern route for water
whi ch was the Cranberry Drain. And this subdivision that
we're standing in filled it in and they dunped it into their
pond. And they also have a water control structure they
built into the drain.

| am of the opinion that because there is only a
handful of people that benefit fromthese drains, the
majority of people are -- well | can't say the majority.
There is 5600 |letters sent out, so probably the majority are
neutral init.

But there is probably nore people affected
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adversely by the dans than are beneficial by the dans.

However, the people that benefit fromthe dans al so
owmn a heck of a ot of the |land around here. And back in the
"70s, it probably was prudent for themto have the primary
voice. But | think in this day and age things have changed.

Even in ny fields, when they put the road through
of all things, 144th, they raised it six feet. And it used
to be the water would run across the road and just kind of
make its way into the swanps. And it woul d never even get
near ny house. Now we have huge anmounts of water and then no
wat er .

The other thing that's changed dramatically froma
farm ng perspective is all of the irrigation that people have
put in. Back in the '70s | agree they needed water contro
for their blueberries and for their crops. |In this day and
age they've got center pivot irrigation.

I can stand in front of ny ditches and within three
days they' ve sucked those ditches dry. | never used to have
dry ditches in the sumrertine. And now we have dry ditches
every year. As soon as those center pivot irrigations cone
on, the water table drops |ike a rock.

So | guess | really question the need to even do
anything wth these dans. | guess ny perspective woul d be
the people that are adversely affected by it would benefit

fromnot having the dans there period.
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BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay.

Thank you, Gary.

Anyone el se.

Yes ma' anf

M5. CAROL HARRIS: H . I'mCarol Harris, 450 North
Di vi si on Avenue.

And |'m not exactly sure what this whole thing is
about, but | see that -- because | couldn't find this place.
I went around the whol e subdivision at 19 nmiles an hour, that
was quite fruitless. | finally ended up going through a back
road that was just nud.

Anyhow, | do see in this that I'"'min the district
that is going to be paying for this project, and paying
upkeep on it, and I don't see any benefit to ne.

And | feel like the last man spoke that a | ot of
peopl e who have noved into all of these new subdivisions and
so forth may be the ones that are benefiting nore than the
common people who -- ['ve lived here thirty years, just about
thirty, and |I've never had any probl ens whatsoever. And I
don't feel | should have to pay extra taxes for sonething I
just sinply can't afford.

I"'mretired, I"'malone. So there is ny take on it.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: Okay. Thank you,
Carol .

Next ?
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M5. PHYLLIS LANESEY: M nane is Phyllis Lanesey.
| live in Bay Meadows, 981 Bay Ridge Drive. And | had no
idea | was near the Harlem Drain.

So therefore | started out being interested in this
because | thought I'd have an assessnent, and | wanted to
know how nmuch it would be and why | needed it, why the drain
needed to be taken care of.

And | discovered that these -- the engineer -- |
t hought the petition was very unclear, what you said to us in
the mail was very unclear as to what we were going to hear
t oni ght .

| thought that the engineer was yet to study why
these things need to happen, the drains, why they needed to
be taken care of, inproved, automated, that sounds very scary
to ne, and very expensive.

But now you're saying that three of the things are
going to pay for them

So I'm saying that the argunent here tonight
probably isn't over noney, it's over the possibility of the
dans that are causing some of this problem

So I've witten sonething here that says, the
necessity of nmintenance inprovenent nmeans nore to the people
that use the water for irrigating than those that are harned
by the water because of flooding. They have nore invested

interest in this.
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The majority of the large area of all of the people
here probably are not interested in whatever you do, and it's
noney, that's why they're here.

But now we di scover noney isn't the issue, it's the
drains that are the issue, and the dans that are the issue.

So we have two canps, those who need water want to
control the dans according to the seasons, and the need for
flooding in the spring, they want it to stop com ng onto
their land so they can plant their seeds on tine. |
understand that. [I'ma farner's daughter. Thus they cl ose
the dans to hold back the water which floods the north corner
of 144th Avenue where M. Gry Holt Iives.

And if this happens in an extra anount of rain, it
al so can cause basenent flooding in all of these subdivision
areas, |like the one that was just up here and said it was a
nightmare. And it also mght include the water rising in
Pi ne Creek Bay, which we know cannot happen.

So in the sumrer they open the ditch, and lots of
water flow in after they planted their seeds. Now the
irrigating people need the water to run those bi g machi nes
that's going to use the water, and the drain goes down
exponentially fast.

So the control of the dans is in the hands of a
few.

The other canps, the little farnmers --
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BOARD CHAI RMAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: Could you wap it
up?

M5. PHYLLIS LANESEY: GCkay. Well then | feel this
petition needs nore review. |t sounds as though the engineer
has al ready said about the drains, |I think it needs nore
revi ew before you can continue to do this.

And anot her neeting should be held or -- what |I'd
like to see is to have soneone fromthe -- both parties
represented on this engineering study. Have the engi neer
work with Gary Holt or some of those others that know what
they're doing so there is double representation. Thus far |
have not seen this.

BOARD CHAI RMAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay. Thank you

Is there anyone el se who would |ike to speak?

Yes?

MR. TOM WOLTERS: Tom Wl ters, dive Township
Super vi sor.

Qur Board put this through as a resol ution because
of , nunber one, for safety sake.

In the spring tinme when you do have the high rains,
if there are boards in the dans, it is a dangerous situation
that we have going on out here, plus the fact that these dans
are deteriorating.

W're looking at it fromthe fact that we can get

them -- where | can get on the dam crank them | nean
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potentially they can control the water | would say easier
through tinme. So when we do have high rain periods, it would
allow the farmers, instead of getting into these ditches and
trying to pull boards manually, w thout potentially drowning
thenmsel ves, | think our Board felt this was a necessity to
keep noving forward to get these dans replaced, if necessary.
As far as 144th, Port Sheldon area, | understand
the concerns. Qur farmis actually just north of there, on
the north end of this thing. And honestly, since |I've
been -- | was born in '65, so | wasn't there in '70, | don't
remenber too nuch in '70 anyway. But that land is a | ow area
north of these dans, it always has been. And it's always had

water on them Gowng up that's pretty nmuch the way it's

been.

So that's really all | had to say.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: Thanks, Todd.

Is there anyone el se?

Yes, sir?

MR LUKE DeVRIES: H . |1'mLuke DeVries, 15000
Barry Street. |I'mone of the farners that actually controls

the dans with Dreyers.

W desperately need these dans to be updated. W
need themthere for not just our community, for our farm ng,
but for countless jobs, countless dollars that goes back into

the township
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W had to like basically drill a couple of boards
into the damthis year that had holes into it. One of the
Dreyers and | actually had to just kind of patch it
our sel ves.

The people upstream | do feel for them But I
agree with what the gentleman said earlier fromwhat ny
grandparents said, ny father said, that it used to al ways
flood, they said they used to fish there.

So I can understand if they would like to farmit.
But | would refer to the study that was done earlier this
year that states that the dans are being used at a proper
| evel , that they have no inpact whatsoever on the people
upst ream

I know they woul d disagree with nme, but a study is
a study so that's kind of what it is.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: Thank you, Luke.

Is there anyone el se?

MR. DON BERGVAN: Don Bergman, 62 Sun Ridge Drive.

And I'"mjust curious, with a lot of this flooding,
there is a lot of |ow ground around here and is this because
of the devel opnent in areas that really should not be
devel oped? And that's a question for the township people
that are here.

When you' re approving devel opnents, think tw ce

about what that water table is and what's going to happen to
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t hose peopl e down the road when they get a big flood.
Thank you.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: Yes, okay, thank

you.
Is there anyone el se?
Seeing no one, then we'll close this.
"Il make a notion to close the public hearing.
Support ?
BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRUURSEMA: He wants to say
sormet hi ng.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: W'l 1l have him
speak after.

BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRUURSEMA: (Okay.

"Il make a notion that we adjourn.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: Not adjourn
Cl ose public coment. Thank you.

So the engi neer has been feverishly taking notes.
So he has sone comments that he can nake.

Go ahead.

ENG NEER DAN FREDRICKS: | just want to nmake one
brief comment specifically regarding the people that live in
Par k West Townshi p.

As part of this project in order to go forward we'd
| ook at revising the drainage district boundary. So as we

said before the last tine that the district was | ooked at was
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essentially in 1989, alnost thirty years ago. Obviously
there was a petition, a project done in the Park West Drain
not too | ong ago.

So we'd be meking sure that -- that the drainage
di strict accurately reflects the contributing watershed and
we' re mat ching adj acent drai nage district boundari es.

So theoretically if you live in Park West, you
should either be in Park West or the HarlemDrain. O if you
have a bi g enough piece of property it's possible, say a
40-acre piece of property and right on the watershed divide,
you have m ght have 20 acres in Park West and 20 acres in the
Harl em But you're not going to be double assessed for that
sane piece of property.

So just if there was any concerns for people who
t hought they were in a different drainage district, that
woul d be reviewed as part of this process if the petition
goes forward.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: (Ckay, thank you.

Now it's our tinme as a Board to discuss these
coments and as the Chair, | nmade several notes, and al so
when the engi neer was giving his report.

And based on the comments for ne that | heard, it
seens to ne that the proposed mai nt enance and i nprovenent of
the Harlem Drain as petitioned on August 1, 2019, is

necessary and conducive to the public health, conveni ence or
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wel fare of those within the HarlemDrain district.
And I'd be interested to hear Larry and Ron
comments and -- but "Il nmake that a notion, if soneo
to support it.
BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRUURSEMA: |'I | supp
BOARD CHAI RMAN RI CH VANDER KLCOK: It's been

and support ed.

'S

ne wants

ort it.

noved

BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRUURSEMA: These dans, who

are they really benefiting? Wy were they installed?
Anyone?

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: | think t

he

engi neer said that they are control structures that were put

in. So ny sense of that is that they were put inin
control the flow -- the flow and | evel of water that
t hrough them

That's -- | believe that's --

BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRUURSEMA: | under st
that, we have themin CGeorgetown also. But | wanted
who is it really benefiting? Wuo are they really ben
Is it the residents? | see a lot of flooding, | hear

of flooding by a |lot of people. But | also hear the
they have to have the water. And | understand that t
farmers are controlling the |level of the dam or the
goi ng through the dam

And those are creating a problemfor who?

order to

cones

and

to know,
efiting?
a | ot

farners,
he

wat er

The
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farners or for the residents?

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: | think both.

BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRUURSEMA: | am asking the
engi neer. | want his opinion.

ENG NEER DAN FREDRICKS: | nean | would say it

depends on who you're talking to here.

For ne to give you a scientific answer, we'd have
to go out there and do engi neering. W haven't done any
| evel of engineering study or design at this point.

The firmthat did the previous study was a
different engineering firmthan us. W've reviewed their
wor k and their conclusion at that point was the effects of
the control structures are localized and that it would not
have inpacts as far upstreamas M. Holt's property.

That's what that summary was. But we have not done
an i ndependent analysis. I'mlimted on what | can derive at
this point, short of the testinony that you heard fromthe
i ndi vi dual s here today.

BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRUURSEMA: So the repair of
the dans woul d be of a benefit to a | ot of people?

ENG NEER DAN FREDRI CKS: Potentially. And | think
agai n hearing the comments nade, and we got to take into
account both parties and what's in the best interest for the
drai nage district, |I think there are certainly ways that we

can better maintain and regulate the fl ows and how t hose dans
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are operated to inprove drai hage.

BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRUURSEMA: (Okay. One other
question, has there been a | ot of devel opnent since 19897

(Audi ence responded.)

BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRUURSEMA: | thought | knew
the answer, you guys confirmed it.

kay. Thank you.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: Thank you.

Don, go ahead.

BOARD MEMBER RON BRI NK:  Yeah. | would say, well
"' m hearing just as nmuch about the dans as the creek has to
be nmai ntai ned, has to be dredged. Everybody here said that
It was backfilled, it wasn't taken care of.

And on the danms, | think they're nore of a
necessity, and in very poor repair, okay? If you don't -- if
you're going to keep them which | assune we are --

UNKNOMWN SPEAKER: W can't hear you

BOARD MEMBER RON BRI NK:  Better now?

On the dans, they're in very poor repair. They
have to be either -- | guess replaced, okay? They can't
control themlike the new ones can be, okay.

And when you start tal king about safety and peopl e
repl aci ng those planks -- the safety is a big thing, okay?
It's a dangerous situation right now, in nmy mnd.

So I would say that the dredging is as inportant as

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

49



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

the dans, fromwhat |I'm hearing the public say.

BOARD CHAI RMAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay, thank you

I think I would just |like to point out that the
Board of Determ nation, we've nade a notion, we've supported
it that the inproved proposed nmai ntenance and i nprovenent of
the HarlemDrain is necessary. W're going to vote on that
in a mnute.

But | want to say that this is the reason why we
woul d support this notion as a Board of Determ nation,
because now that gives the engi neering conpany the direction
to nove forward wth the Water Resources Conm ssioner in
O tawa County and the road comm ssion and all in order to
evaluate. And as | said, he was maki ng copious notes of all
your comments and so this gives themthe direction to nove
forward with that.

If we would say it's not necessary, then everything
woul d stop. And as it was pointed out earlier, then they
could re-petition in a year, if they determned to do that.
And so | think I"mcorrect in nmaking that statenent.

And so, nenbers of the Board of Determnation, I
woul d call for a vote.

Al'l those in favor of the notion, signify by saying
aye.

BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRUURSEMA:  Aye.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.
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BOARD MEMBER RON BRI NK:  Aye.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: That is carri ed.

So we have -- we do, | think, before we adjourn,
we're going to turn it over to Joe Bush, our Water Resources
Conmi ssi oner, and he can nake a statenent about the appea
process and he can al so di scuss anything el se for
clarification that mybe we've been unclear. And if we've
been uncl ear about that then he can clarify for us.

But just for nyself and the other two nenbers of
the Board of Determination, | would Iike to thank all of you
for comng. Qbviously you' re showi ng your interest and
concern, whatever it mght be. And so thank you very nuch
for comng and we appreciate that very nuch. W don't
normal ly see this large of a group at a Board of
Det erm nati on neeting, but we appreciate you being here.

For those of you who made comments, | took down
your nanmes and your comrents. W appreciate that.

So thank you for taking the tine.

Joe?

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH. Can you do a rol
call on your vote?

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: On, yes.

BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRUURSEMA: | was going to
remnd him

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: Roll call.
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Ron?

BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK: | vote yes.
BOARD SECRETARY Rl CH VANDER KLOK: Larry?
BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRUURSEMA: Yes.

BOARD CHAI RVAN RI CH VANDER KLOK:  And Vander Kl ok

votes yes.

Thank you.

WATER RESOCURCES COMW JCE BUSH: Wl | thank you
everyone for showi ng up on a Wednesday night. | appreciate

your time and your concerns.

Lisa, | knew you were going to get up and talk
about Park West. We've had lots of discussions back in the
day, Park Townshi p.

Again if you |look at when it was revised -- the
engineer is going to revise it.

Here is one of the issues that could happen, this
Board, | could have had hi mspend 30, $40,000 on engi neering
on this drain; you cone tonight and this Board says, not a
necessity. Quess what, | got a 30, $40,000 bill. | don't
know what to do with it because they didn't see a project
necessary. Now |'m st uck.

So the engineer is only limted to X anount of
nmoney that | tell him because we don't knowif it's going to
pass based on this Board of Determ nation. So that's why we

didn't do a full-on evaluation of the drain fromthe
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begi nning to the end.

And we took all your comments, Dan is going to | ook
into all of those issues, nmake phone calls and get back to
t hose fol ks.

Again, | appreciate your time. Sone people say
it's a process, and they're all about nunbers, who
petitioned.

It started out with one petition, Holland Townshi p.
| asked for area township petitions so it's not just one
sided. | figured they're all in it together, all four
townshi ps petitioned. So |I have those.

The petition | anguage is nai ntenance. It's not
technically addi ng a whol e new drai nage district from across
the county or anything. |It's maintenance on the Harl em
Drain. So that's what the petition was for

And all four townships petitioned. |f anybody
wants a copy of those, you' re nore than welcone, | can send
themto you if you need them because we have them

You heard one of the townships speak tonight, dive
Township. So they're all onboard, and they all agree for the
costs to be shared anongst the townships. The road
comm ssion will pay for their percentage. The county, NDOT
is a part of the HarlemDrain, so is the railroad.

So all of those folks will be contributing to the

costs because their water does contribute to the Harl em
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Dr ai n.

So there is an appeal process of tonight's neeting.
So you have ten days fromtonight if you appeal tonight's
neeting, that's a whole process, but if you feel that,
contact us, and if you want to appeal to the Grcuit Court --
Probate Court, I'msorry, and you can appeal tonight's
neeting if you feel necessary.

But again | appreciate everyone's tine.

There is -- | can talk to you afterwards because
public conment tinme is done and |'m sure everyone wants to
get out of here and get on with their evening.

So | appreciate everyone's tinme. Thank you.

BOARD CHAI RMAN RI CH VANDER KLOK: We are adj ourned.

(BOD adj ourned at 7:15 p.m)
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           1                         STATE OF MICHIGAN



           2                          COUNTY OF OTTAWA



           3



           4  IN RE:  HARLEM DRAIN



           5          BOARD OF DETERMINATION
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           7



           8             Proceedings commenced at 6:00 p.m., on Wednesday,



           9       September 18, 2019, at the Macatawa Legends Golf Club, 4600



          10       Macatawa Legends Boulevard, Holland, Michigan, held before



          11       Marjorie A. Covey, CSR-2616, Certified Shorthand Reporter and



          12       Notary Public.
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           1                 Holland, Michigan



           2                 September 18, 2019 - 6:00 p.m.



           3                             PROCEEDINGS



           4                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Good evening,



           5       everyone.  Can I get your attention, please?  Can everybody



           6       hear me okay?  No?



           7                 I'm going to walk around, I like to walk.  We have



           8       a few more people coming in here, quickly, we'll get this



           9       evening start.



          10                 THE REPORTER:  Hey, Joe, I'm having a hard time



          11       hearing you.



          12                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  That's what I



          13       wanted to know.  We're going to figure out how to turn it up



          14       because it's not loud enough.  Can you hear me now?  Is that



          15       better?



          16                 All right, good to go?



          17                 All right.  Welcome, everyone.  Welcome to Macatawa



          18       Legends and welcome to the Harlem Drain Board of



          19       Determination.



          20                 I'm Joe Bush, your Ottawa County Water Resources



          21       Commissioner, also known as the Drain Commissioner.  I



          22       changed the name in 2012 to Water Resources Commissioner.



          23       You can do that with Drain Code.



          24                 I thought it more fit this position than it did



          25       being Drain Commissioner.  I think it's worked out pretty
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           1       well countywide.



           2                 I am a countywide elected official, and I am here



           3       tonight because the state statute requires me to hold a Board



           4       of Determination when I have petitions.  I had four townships



           5       petition me for improvements on the Harlem Drain, that's why



           6       we're here tonight.



           7                 People are like, well why was I invited?  Everybody



           8       is in a watershed.  And the big watershed that you guys are



           9       in is the Harlem.  You might live on a tributary, but that



          10       tributary probably ends up going into the Harlem Drain.



          11                 So what happens is when I have a petition, I have



          12       to mail out everybody.  I have 5600 letters to mail out and



          13       everybody got a letter that's sitting in here, plus all the



          14       other people in Holland, Park, Port Sheldon and Olive



          15       Township that is a part of this watershed.  So that's why



          16       you're here tonight.



          17                 Just for information in the getgo, it is news to me



          18       this week -- or last week, I'm sorry, that three of the four



          19       townships have said they're covering the costs for any drain



          20       improvements along the dams that will be discussed tonight.



          21       So there is no special assessments on the project for the



          22       dams if you live in Park Township, Olive Township and Holland



          23       Township.



          24                 Port Sheldon is still in discussion on if they're



          25       going to pay at large, but Port Sheldon is only 5.6 percent
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           1       of the overall watershed.  So it's a very small percentage of



           2       that.



           3                 But Holland, Park and Olive have decided to cover



           4       the cost of that.  So there is no special assessments to the



           5       property owners for the replacements of the dam if that's



           6       necessary.



           7                 So if this three-panel Board deems it necessary to



           8       do a replacement for the dams, I'm not here to say there



           9       should be or should not be, being the Water Resources



          10       Commissioner and with state statute, Michigan Drain Code



          11       tells me, I got to hold a Board of Determination, appoint a



          12       three-panel board like I did.  These three panel members have



          13       no properties, nor do they live in any of the townships that



          14       we're talking about, nor do they live in the watershed.



          15                 So I appoint these people, they will run the



          16       meeting once I give them the oath.  And then they run the



          17       Board -- they run the meeting tonight, the public hearing.



          18                 One thing that's very important is we keep it



          19       civil.  Everything is court recorded.  Margie here is my



          20       court reporter.  It's not in state statute to have it court



          21       recorded, but I do.  Since I get elected, I have a court



          22       recorder at everyone of my Board of Determination meetings so



          23       later you can reference those, either via website on



          24       MIOttawa.org, find Joe Bush, Water Resources Commissioner; or



          25       I can give you a hard copy of those minutes from the BOD.
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           1                 And everything is court recorded.  So if you want



           2       to take me to court later, she's got it in there or somebody



           3       else, the Court, of what I said, what he said, what she said.



           4       It's all court recorded.  So that's why I do that to protect



           5       everybody.



           6                 The other thing is I'll make a few announcements.



           7       If anybody wants to go see the dams, they're not too far away



           8       from here.  Some people said, why are we having a meeting on



           9       a Wednesday night?  Well, typically I got to have it at night



          10       or during the day.  That's one thing.



          11                 Why Wednesday night?  It's church tonight, I've



          12       heard people are pretty upset with me that it's church



          13       tonight.  This is the only time that I can get these three



          14       panel members, get Margie, get my staff, get the engineer,



          15       and get myself in one place, and have a location.  A location



          16       is not easy to find to fit these kind of numbers of people



          17       very quickly.



          18                 So it took a lot of coordination.  So I apologize



          19       if it's Wednesday night, and you got to skip out on



          20       something, I apologize.  But this is the only time I could



          21       get it to work was Wednesday night.



          22                 The other part is I talk about special assessments,



          23       they're not here tonight to determine a cost.  They're here



          24       to determine a necessity or not, whether it's necessary to



          25       pass the petition or not.  That's why they're here.
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           1                 Again I give them the oath, they run the meeting.



           2       They're more than happy to ask me any questions, but during



           3       the public comment, it's very important that you come up



           4       here, state your name, address, and your concerns, so the



           5       court recorder can record it.  So that's going to be very



           6       crucial.



           7                 And it's probably going to be limited to three



           8       minutes because we have a lot of people here, so I'm assuming



           9       they'll make that motion.  That's up to them if they want it



          10       for three minutes, but sometimes they do that.



          11                 I'll make a few more introductions.



          12                 So I'll introduce the Board.  I introduced Margie



          13       already, my court recorder.



          14                 From right to left we have Ron Brink, and then in



          15       the center -- he's from Zeeland Township.  And in the center



          16       we have Rich VanderKlok, he is from Georgetown Township.  And



          17       on the left we have Larry, and Larry is from Georgetown



          18       Township.



          19                 These members have been at several BODs, they



          20       understand Drain Code and they also understand drainage and



          21       how the legal process works.



          22                 They have no idea what we're talking about tonight.



          23       I don't go meet with them and tell them do this or say this.



          24       They absolutely have no idea.  It's not my job to tell them,



          25       it's you people's job to tell them if you have issues with
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           1       whatever.  It's not my job to tell them.  I just appoint



           2       them.



           3                 And we have Dan Fredricks, he's from Land And



           4       Resource, he is the engineer.



           5                 We have the road commission here tonight, Jerry



           6       Olman.



           7                 We have two township supervisors, Howie Baumann



           8       from Port Sheldon; and Todd Wolters from Olive.  And then two



           9       of my staff are in the back, Chad Meints is my chief deputy,



          10       and Sara is my secretary.  She went somewhere.



          11                 So that's my staff.



          12                 Again I'm going to go ahead and give these three



          13       gentlemen the oath.  And there is an agenda, I think



          14       everybody got an agenda.  And then they'll run the meeting.



          15       So thank you for coming tonight.



          16                 Gentlemen, please rise, raise your right hand.



          17                 Do each of you solemnly swear that you will



          18       faithfully perform and discharge the duties imposed upon you



          19       as required by law as members of the Board of Determination



          20       appointed by the Ottawa County Water Resources Commissioner



          21       to determine the necessity for maintenance and improvement of



          22       the Harlem Drain located at Holland Charter Township, Park



          23       Township, Olive Township, and Port Sheldon Township in said



          24       county?  Gentlemen?



          25                 BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA:  I do.
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           1                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDERKLOK:  I do.



           2                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  I do.



           3                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Thank you.



           4                 BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA:  With that I'll make



           5       a motion to appoint Rich VanderKlok as the chair.



           6                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Can you speak in



           7       the mic?



           8                 BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA:  I have to speak in



           9       the mic.



          10                 With that I'll make a motion that I nominate Rich



          11       VanderKlok as the chairman.



          12                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:  Is there support?



          13                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  That's supported.



          14                 BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA:  It's been supported.



          15                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:  It's been moved and



          16       supported.



          17                 All those in favor, say aye.



          18                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  Aye.



          19                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.



          20                 BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA:  Aye.



          21                 That's just for us, but thank you for the vote of



          22       confidence.



          23                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  I'll make a motion to



          24       appoint Larry Bruursema as the secretary.



          25                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Support.
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           1                 Motion made and supported to appoint Larry



           2       Bruursema as secretary.



           3                 All in favor, say aye.



           4                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  Aye.



           5                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.



           6                 BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA:  Aye.



           7                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  That's carried.



           8                 Then because we have such a nice crowd of good



           9       looking people here tonight, we're going to limit public



          10       comment to three minutes.  And if you would like to make a



          11       comment, I'm asking that you come forward and state your name



          12       and address and address your comment to the chair.  Don't



          13       turn your back on us and address the audience.



          14                 And the reason I'm doing that is because the court



          15       reporter needs to hear the comment, and she is recording all



          16       of this.  And if you happen to turn, she may miss some of



          17       your comments.



          18                 So during the public comment, you'll be given three



          19       minutes.  Come forward, state your name and address, and make



          20       your comment during that three-minute comment period.



          21                 Let's see.  What else do we need to do?  I think



          22       we've -- I think Joe has clearly delineated for us what we as



          23       a Board of Determination do and so the role and function he



          24       very much explained that.  So I won't need -- I'm not going



          25       to repeat that.







                                          9

�









           1                 And also, the procedural history, he also referred



           2       to that and how a Board of Determination functions and what



           3       our role is.  He alluded to the fact that we are not involved



           4       in determining costs or any of that sort of thing.  And he



           5       already mentioned about the three townships that have already



           6       said that they would -- that they would cover the costs for



           7       the particular issues that he described.



           8                 I just wonder if anyone from one of the



           9       representative townships or Jerry of the road commission, if



          10       you have any comments that you want to make before we begin



          11       the public hearing?  Is there any -- Jerry, do you have



          12       anything?



          13                 OTTAWA COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION JERRY OLMAN:  I



          14       don't.



          15                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay, and



          16       representatives that Joe alluded to, do you have anything



          17       that they'd like to share?



          18                 I don't see anyone.  Okay, thank you.



          19                 Then we're going to ask for the engineer's



          20       presentation, and so we'll turn it over to him.



          21                 ENGINEER DAN FREDRICKS:  Thank you.



          22                 My name is Dan Fredricks, I'm with Land And



          23       Resource Engineering out of Grand Rapids, Michigan, I'm going



          24       to give a brief overview of why we're here today and some of



          25       the specific issues alone the drain that prompted the
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           1       petition.



           2                 So the first thing we're going to do is go over why



           3       we're here, which Joe already alluded to.  I'll give you a



           4       brief overview of the drain and the watershed or the drainage



           5       district associated with that, talk a little bit about the



           6       history of the drain, the structural issues with some of the



           7       in-stream control structures.  That's what prompted this



           8       petition.  And then we'll discuss what happens next.



           9                 So as Joe mentioned before, Holland Charter



          10       Township petitioned the Drain Commissioner's office under



          11       Chapter 8 of the Drain Code to make improvements to the



          12       drain.  In this case the specific concerns were three



          13       in-stream control structures which I'll show you here in just



          14       one second.



          15                 As Joe said, Michigan Drain Code requires that a



          16       Board of Determination be held to determine if a project is



          17       necessary.  That's what these three gentlemen are up here are



          18       to decide.  It's your testimony from the audience to



          19       determine whether the project is necessary.



          20                 The other thing I think mentioned before too, from



          21       the cost standpoint for these structures, three of the four



          22       townships that are within this drainage district have already



          23       agreed to step up to the plate and pay for these structures.



          24       So the assessment to any individual land owners should be



          25       minimal as a result of that.
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           1                 So this first slide here is a photograph of the



           2       Holland Drain drainage district.  And I apologize, my laser



           3       pointer is not working very well.



           4                 But this dark line right here, this drainage



           5       district was last updated back in 1989.  So back in 1989 we



           6       didn't have as detailed topographic maps and contour



           7       information as we have today.  So it's a little bit more kind



           8       of rigid and squared off, as we would say I guess, following



           9       basic property lines to determine who is within this drainage



          10       district or who isn't.



          11                 If you got notified today, you're most likely



          12       within the drainage district.  What that means that



          13       ultimately a drop of water from your property is going to



          14       enter the Harlem Drain.



          15                 Now the Harlem Drain, you might know it as Pine



          16       Creek, basically the downstream end is right here at Lake



          17       Macatawa.  And it flows -- it starts way north almost up by



          18       Port Sheldon Road in Olive Township, and it flows kind of



          19       south, southwesterly.  It crosses 144th Avenue into Port



          20       Sheldon, kind of near Van Buren.  And then it goes through



          21       Port Sheldon, crosses New Holland into Park Township briefly,



          22       before it heads back east, coming back into Holland Township



          23       and then crosses 144th again.  And ultimately gets down to



          24       Lake Mac.



          25                 So I apologize this map is old and not easily seen
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           1       but this is to give you a reference.  Here is 144th, here is



           2       New Holland, Port Sheldon is up here, 128th is right there,



           3       and 160th is right about here.  That actually gives you an



           4       idea of where we are geographically.



           5                 So the watershed is quite big, it's over 17 square



           6       miles.  There is about a little over ten miles of drain



           7       established.  There is an easement associated with that drain



           8       which is 70 feet either side of the drain centerline.  So



           9       there is 140-foot easement which is dedicated to the drainage



          10       district and maintained by the drain commissioner.



          11                 The drain was established actually before 1890.



          12       And the first records we have of work being done on it was in



          13       1890.  It was established actually sometime before that, but



          14       we don't have the exact record on that.



          15                 As I mentioned before this drainage district, which



          16       is essentially a special assessment district, was updated in



          17       1989.  So since 1890 there has been about fifteen projects on



          18       the drain, whether those are maintenance projects or petition



          19       projects such as today.  So it's been fairly well maintained



          20       on average of about every eight years there has been some



          21       work done on the project.



          22                 What really brings us here today are these



          23       in-stream control structures.  So we have one -- here is Van



          24       Buren Street, the first one is just south of Van Buren Street



          25       on the west side of 144th Avenue.  The second control
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           1       structure is just north of Barry Street.  And the downstream



           2       most is in Quincy Park south of New Holland between like



           3       Quincy and New Holland, just east of 144th Avenue.



           4                 Those structures, the bulk of them were last



           5       improved -- two of the three were improved back in the '70s.



           6       And the one at Barry Street had some work done back in 1995.



           7                 So in general, a lot of these control structures



           8       are in varying states of deterioration.  Basically they're



           9       in-line weirs.  I can show you a photograph, here is an



          10       example of one.



          11                 This is the one at Quincy Park, so this is the



          12       downstream most one.  It's basically a steel-sheet piling



          13       weir going across the channel.  So here is the pedestrian



          14       bridge.  You can see the channel right here, a



          15       trapezoidal-shaped channel, a steel-shaped piling weir going



          16       across.



          17                 In this notched area you have stop logs they put in



          18       to raise or lower water levels.  And then there is -- most of



          19       them have some level of catwalk out over it.



          20                 In the state of -- in the Quincy Park one here the



          21       structure is in decent condition, but we are beginning to see



          22       signs of erosion on the steel itself, and we're getting



          23       downstream bank erosion.  They have put in some concrete



          24       slope paving armory, but downstream of that we're getting



          25       more erosion.







                                         14

�









           1                 There is also issues as far as operational issues



           2       with these using stop logs versus we might look at using a



           3       little bit more easily, even potentially automated system,



           4       like a slew escape to allow better regulation of water levels



           5       for these control structures.



           6                 So these control structures are here for two



           7       purposes; one is for irrigation purposes to be able to back



           8       water up for farmers to be able to draw water from, so it



           9       helps regulate waters from an agricultural standpoint.  And



          10       they do provide some leveling of flood control I guess on the



          11       downstream areas there because they are a restriction within



          12       the channel itself.



          13                 They do help to reduce peak flow rates which



          14       technically helps reduce downstream flooding, so they do have



          15       a flood control element to them as well.



          16                 So again we're here today specifically because of



          17       property owners complaining about these structures that they



          18       need to be improved and that's what prompted Holland Township



          19       to petition this project.



          20                 I apologize this is really sensitive here.



          21                 So on the next structure upstream is at Barry



          22       Street.  This structure is in very poor condition.  It's



          23       leaking, both beneath the sheeting, and it's flacking around



          24       the sides of it.  There is erosion downstream.  So this one



          25       is in need of repair.
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           1                 There is also, from a hydraulic standpoint and from



           2       the road commission standpoint with the erosion that it's



           3       causing by Barry Street we're looking at possibly relocating



           4       this one downstream of Barry Street so it would have less



           5       adverse impact on the culvert there.



           6                 And the final structure is located just west of



           7       144, south of Van Buren Street.  This structure is 40 to 50



           8       years old.  It's in pretty poor condition but it's also not



           9       regularly used.  So it's questionable whether or not we would



          10       replace the structure right now.



          11                 Generally there is no stop logs in it, so it's not



          12       necessarily backing up water.  So this one right now, based



          13       on what we've talked with the residents and the farmers in



          14       that area, there may or may not be any work done to this one.



          15                 So going onto what happens next now we'll open the



          16       floor to public testimony.  So the Board is going to hear



          17       input and ultimately make a decision on whether or not this



          18       petition is necessary.



          19                 If the petition is found not necessary, then the



          20       project cannot be re-petitioned again for another year.



          21                 If it is determined necessary, then we would go



          22       forward with conducting an engineering study to look into not



          23       only these issues, but any other issues that you may have



          24       along the drain, and then go specifically address those



          25       issues in some form of a project, the scope of which will not
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           1       be determined today, but will be based on the results of the



           2       engineering study and input from the Drain Commissioner.



           3                 So with that, I'll turn it back over to the Board.



           4                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay.  Thank you.



           5                 For our public comment, as I said before, we'd like



           6       you to come forward, please state your name and address.  And



           7       then also identify whether you live or have land in the



           8       drainage district.



           9                 So anyone who would like to come forward, you have



          10       three minutes to make your comment, give your name, address,



          11       and also specify whether you have land -- live or have land



          12       in the drainage district.



          13                 Who would like to begin?



          14                 Come forward and state your name and address,



          15       please.



          16                 MR. BRAD PAULSEN:  I may not need a mic.



          17                 My name is Brad Paulsen, and I live at 13982 Fox



          18       Trail Drive right behind the junior high school, the drain



          19       goes through my backyard.



          20                 Last fall my wife and I was out working in the yard



          21       and she fell in the hole, it was about this deep



          22       (indicating), the sod was still over it, and she took a step



          23       and went right down into a hole.  It's undermining my yard.



          24       And over the years I've noticed that it seems like my



          25       backyard gets lower all the time.
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           1                 Well then we got this big hole in it, so I filled



           2       it back in and we could see flowing water.



           3                 I filled it back in last fall, and we noticed now



           4       there is spots in it that are starting to give way again.



           5       Because I step in it, my foot went down two or three inches.



           6       So it's not fixed.



           7                 And I was told -- I called the drain commissioner



           8       and there was a guy, a gentleman came out, and he assessed



           9       it.  And about a month later I got a letter in the mail that



          10       said they would be dredging from Riley to Quincy.  And he



          11       says they were just taking bids, and he said it was going to



          12       be done this summer.



          13                 Now I don't know if that's what started part of



          14       this, but that's what happened with us.



          15                 I will say that the first ten years I lived there,



          16       water was a lot more consistent than it is today as far as



          17       the highs and the lows.  Since this place has been built, the



          18       highs come up a lot quicker, and it seems like our lows



          19       really get low, compared to what it used to be like for the



          20       first ten years that I lived there.



          21                 But my concern is are they going to take care of --



          22       are they going to dredge, or are we just talking bridges



          23       today?  Because that was my understanding, it was going to



          24       happen this summer, they were just taking taking -- waiting



          25       for bids.
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           1                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you.  I



           2       can't answer that question.



           3                 I think the petition that we're addressing, I don't



           4       believe dealt with the dredging issue, did it?



           5                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  We can include it.



           6                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  You can include



           7       it, but that was not part of the petition at this point, was



           8       it?



           9                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  It is maintenance.



          10                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Maintenance,



          11       okay, yes.  So then it would be.



          12                 MR. BRAD PAULSEN:  Okay.



          13                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Good, anyone



          14       else?



          15                 Come forward, please, state your name, address.



          16       There is a gentleman just ahead of you, sir.



          17                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  It's okay.



          18                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Who wants to be



          19       first?  I think he's letting you.



          20                 MR. RON DEWAARD:  Thank you.



          21                 My name is Ron DeWaard, I live at 13975 Port



          22       Sheldon Road.  And I'm in the tougher part of this drain



          23       commission, and we've been battling these control dikes here



          24       for as long as I've lived here.  And I've lived in here since



          25       1971 before they were ever put in.
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           1                 We have had flooding problems up there because the



           2       people that are under control of these dams will not remove



           3       the boards when we call and ask them.



           4                 And this last gentleman that says he's having water



           5       flow problems down below, it's the same thing because they're



           6       holding the water back.



           7                 I just put a test hole in my backyard this week, I



           8       went down six feet, six feet square, and as of right now,



           9       I've got water within 14 inches of the top of that hole.  And



          10       that's eight feet from the back of my house.  And we've never



          11       had this problem until this was originally put in here.



          12       These dams were put in, to hold the water back.  And they



          13       will not remove them.



          14                 We even had a lawsuit against them, and the judge



          15       said -- threw that out.  So what are we supposed to do?



          16                 I mean there is another gentleman here I'm pretty



          17       sure he's going to speak tonight that he's been flooding out,



          18       and he said he was a hobby farmer and he didn't count.



          19                 So -- and like I said, these drains are not good



          20       for this.  My grandfather originally hunted in around the



          21       marsh that's being drained.  That water was dug out -- that



          22       ditch was dug by a horse and scrapers to put back in.  So



          23       this land, my land was originally farmed by one of the other



          24       couples here, we knew them.  And they're -- well in fact



          25       their farm used to be part of this, here right here.
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           1                 And she used to walk -- VanCampen, she used to walk



           2       across and sit under the trees in front of my house today,



           3       bringing her dad and her brothers meals for plowing property



           4       there.



           5                 So I mean there is a lot of problems in here, and



           6       yes, it could be solved.  Number one, these dams are not wide



           7       enough openings to let the water go through.



           8                 When we got high water, we got as much as five to



           9       eight inch difference from one side to the other side of the



          10       dam.  The openings are not big enough.



          11                 They do not pull the dam boards all the way out to



          12       the bottom to flush the system out.



          13                 So I hopefully, myself, I personally would just



          14       assume these dams were out of here because the people that



          15       are in charge of them do not want to take proper control of



          16       them.



          17                 And that's all I got to say.



          18                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay, thank you.



          19                 Yes, sir?  Next?



          20                 If anyone else would like to make a comment, you



          21       can come forward and be ready to go when this gentleman is



          22       finished.



          23                 MR. ROBERT KAHLE:  Hi.  My name is Robert Kahle.  I



          24       live at 14183 Deer Cove Drive.



          25                 My property, which contains my residence, and in







                                         21

�









           1       the back is wooded, and I live probably across Pine Creek



           2       from Mr. Paulsen who spoke earlier.  Somewhere very near him.



           3                 And the problem that I am having is this.  When we



           4       moved into the home we're in now and took control of the



           5       property we have, it was 22 years ago last month.  We had in



           6       that first summer, and particularly in September, I'm not



           7       going to know for sure, but a horrendous amount of rain in



           8       West Michigan, in fact it washed out part of U.S. 31 up near



           9       Ludington in that time.  I had a hard time planting and just



          10       being able to mow because of the continuous rain we seemed to



          11       have for months.  And I had no flooding problems in those



          12       days whatsoever.



          13                 A few years later they did have a dredging of it in



          14       the summer.  And I noted that in the area between Riley



          15       Street and Quincy that there didn't seem to be any spoil



          16       removed.  The people that came along and did the work on the



          17       ditch, the whole length, just seemed, especially behind my



          18       place, just seemed to have tamped things down and rounded it



          19       out.  So they didn't actually remove any sediment that would



          20       have come from upstream over some years.



          21                 And shortly thereafter on June the 8th in 2008 --



          22       I'm sorry, on June the 7th, that evening, and into June 8th



          23       we had a lot of rain.  If I recall right there was about 14



          24       inches of rain measured somewhere up near West Olive.



          25                 And at that point in time for the first time I
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           1       think ever, my residence got flooded, you know, into the



           2       basement.  And I noted that there were puddles that came



           3       up -- after the rain was done, a few days later, I had water



           4       come seemingly from underground into an area of the yard up



           5       near my home, and then just because of hydraulic pressure,



           6       come up through the floor and cracks and so forth that are in



           7       the basement.



           8                 Now days any time you get two -- we get two inches



           9       of rain, I get pretty -- pretty close, two inches of rain or



          10       anymore, I'm going to get that condition, you know, severity



          11       depending on how much water has come out of the sky, of



          12       course, and how long it takes to drain back out through the



          13       basement floor.



          14                 But if this thing -- I was here because like the



          15       previous gentleman noted, we got a notice earlier in the year



          16       that they were going to come along and do surveying and



          17       people would be coming back to give us estimates of their



          18       costs for doing a job of dredging this between Riley and



          19       Quincy.



          20                 I haven't heard or seen a thing of any activity



          21       regarding that.  But I'd just like to state that if they



          22       actually do this, I'd like somebody in the county that works



          23       for a drain commissioner that's got some sort of



          24       responsibility to see that they actually come along and dig



          25       the thing out and remove it so that it will drain and let the
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           1       water level go down back there.  I'm sure they got paid for



           2       that.



           3                 But you've got tree line and yards on both sides



           4       much of the length and it's a difficult area to get to.  But



           5       I'd like to see spoils actually dug out and removed and put



           6       the level of the thing back down where it was 22 years ago



           7       when I moved in.



           8                 Thank you.



           9                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you.



          10                 Is there anyone else who would like to make a



          11       comment?  Just come forward, state your name and address, and



          12       if you are living in that drain --



          13                 MS. LISA TURKSTRA:  My name is Lisa Turkstra.  I



          14       live at 4260 North 160th Avenue.



          15                 I found out when I read the letter today that I am



          16       part of the Harlem Drain district.  A few years ago I was



          17       part of the Park West Drain District.  So I was really



          18       shocked when I got my letter.



          19                 My questions here are more procedural because I



          20       lived through the nightmare that was the Park West Drain.



          21       And I seen how these petitions grow and grow and expand and



          22       include more things and include more people.



          23                 So what I'm hoping to get tonight is assurances



          24       that this project will be limited to maintenance and what the



          25       engineers have proposed, and not some grand plan to move
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           1       drains, connect drains and use ditches that are dug by



           2       farmers years ago to become part of a drainage system.



           3                 I do not want to live through this again.  It is



           4       not part of my health, welfare or convenience to go through



           5       another project like the Park West Drain.



           6                 I don't know how often a decision is made to move



           7       people from one drainage district to another, but I hope in a



           8       few years when they have to fix the Park West Drain I don't



           9       get another letter to have to come to a meeting.



          10                 I'm in the Harlem Drain, I'm staying there.



          11                 Thank you.



          12                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  You're welcome.



          13                 Anyone else like to come forward, state your name



          14       and address and make a comment.



          15                 MR. JOHN SCHEFFLER:  Hi, my name is John Scheffler.



          16       I live at 363 Fourth Avenue, Holland Michigan.



          17                 I have the issue with, they put a new road in in



          18       May of 2017, and now all the water comes down the road and



          19       drains in my driveway, through my -- between my house and my



          20       garage.  And the drain is on the opposite end of the street,



          21       but it's flooding my -- it's really bad.  It's like a river



          22       every time it rains.



          23                 I was excited to get this Harlem thing because I



          24       thought maybe this was a contact from Joe or Bob Russell at



          25       the road commission because they were going back and forth,
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           1       not wanting to talk to me about this situation.



           2                 So I just hope I'm put on this drainage or



           3       something because right now I have to put sandbags because



           4       stuff is flooding my backyard.



           5                 I have kids, I've had people fall in my driveway in



           6       winter.  Then when it thaws out -- it's so bad in the



           7       wintertime I have to put sandbags because stuff is flooding.



           8       So I would like someone to contact me to see if I can be put



           9       in the drain, I don't know.  It's really bad.  So before I



          10       have to take it to another level -- it's been almost like two



          11       years, they say they're busy and they'll get back with me,



          12       but I haven't heard anything.



          13                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  John, did you say



          14       you are a part of this Harlem Drain?



          15                 MR. JOHN SCHEFFLER:  Yes, they sent this to me.



          16                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  I thought that's



          17       what you said.



          18                 MR. JOHN SCHEFFLER:  Yeah, I didn't know.  I



          19       thought it was something they were going to contact me to fix



          20       it.  And I thought, oh, I'm finally getting something.  But I



          21       guess everybody is getting this Harlem Drain.



          22                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay, thank you.



          23                 Anyone else?  Yes, ma'am?



          24                 MS. RITA HURON:  Hi.  My name is Rita Huron.  I



          25       live at 13758 Quincy Street, west of 136th and before 142nd.
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           1                 And every time -- we've been living there since



           2       '94.  Every time we get a heavy rain, our whole front yard is



           3       just like flooded, I mean you can see in the pictures there,



           4       and our backyard.



           5                 Now when we built, they said there was going to be



           6       an easement back there.  I called the drain commissioner when



           7       we were having issues, our crawl space is flooding, our water



           8       heater is down there and our heater.  So every time we get



           9       flooding in the crawl space, everything goes out.  We have to



          10       pump it out because we don't have a sump pump.  We didn't



          11       know we were going to have this issue when we first built.



          12                 We are so worried with the continuous rain and the



          13       saturated ground that our walls might start to give.  That's



          14       going to be very expensive to repair.



          15                 My concern is when I called the drain commissioner,



          16       I think it was back in 2008, I was told that I had to contact



          17       my association.  And I'm like, well where is that?  How do I



          18       get a hold of them?



          19                 So in other words they couldn't do anything for me.



          20                 The easement that's in our backyard runs all the



          21       way through everyone's backyard and everyone has kind of



          22       altered that.  They've kind of filled it in and it's just



          23       kind of like a little slope.



          24                 We have never touched ours.  But because our sits



          25       the deepest, because everyone else has filled, it all pools
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           1       right in our backyard.  Everyone's trash, everyone's



           2       retaining boards that they have put in, have given way and



           3       they all flowed into our backyard.



           4                 And I don't know what to do.  I don't know who to



           5       complain to.  But it needs to be graded so that it's even



           6       throughout the whole subdivision and so that it can drain



           7       away somewhere because it's just sitting there.



           8                 I have grandchildren and now with the EEE thing



           9       going on, I'm very concerned.



          10                 So I don't know -- this water has to drain into one



          11       of those drainage easements that you were talking about, so



          12       I'm hoping that maybe the drain commissioner can come out and



          13       look back there and see what's going on, because as you can



          14       see in the pictures, it's not good.



          15                 And this is my whole subdivision, that's just not



          16       my yard.



          17                 So I'm sure many of you have driven down Quincy and



          18       have seen the lake in my front yard.



          19                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay.



          20                 MS. RITA HURON:  Thank you.



          21                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you.



          22                 Anyone else who would like to make a comment?



          23                 Those of you who are getting up, just come on



          24       forward and we'll form a line.



          25                 MR. RON BORR:  Ron Borr, 519 Douglas Avenue, also
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           1       known as Ottawa Beach Road.



           2                 Technically I guess I'm part of the drain but I



           3       live on flat land and it's all sand so I really don't know



           4       whether it affects me or not.



           5                 But I have a question on procedure.  It was said



           6       that this is a result of a request from someone to do work?



           7                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Joe can answer



           8       that.



           9                 MR. RON BORR:  I used to be an accountant with



          10       government contracting and I always thought that there had to



          11       be written requests from somebody requesting something to be



          12       done.  And was that done --



          13                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Yes.



          14                 MR. RON BORR:  And what was the written request?



          15                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  A petition was



          16       submitted but if Joe wants to, I think he would reaffirm what



          17       I just said that there was a petition from the four



          18       townships.



          19                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  That's correct.



          20                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  That petitioned



          21       in order to have a Board here.



          22                 MR. RON BORR:  Is there a copy of that petition



          23       available?



          24                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  We have it.



          25                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  I'm sure that
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           1       they have it.



           2                 MR. RON BORR:  Because I didn't -- I get technical.



           3                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Yes, we have it.



           4                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  There was a



           5       petition by those four townships.



           6                 MR. RON BORR:  By the four townships?



           7                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Correct.



           8                 MR. RON BORR:  Not just one of them.



           9                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Correct.



          10                 MR. RON BORR:  Thank you.



          11                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  You're welcome.



          12                 Yes, sir?



          13                 MR. GARY DREYER:  Yes, my name is Gary Dreyer,



          14       14034 Van Buren Street.



          15                 I live in the drain district, I farm in the drain



          16       district.  Actually I've farmed there for in excess of 50



          17       years, pushing 60.



          18                 The dams are absolutely necessary.  It's a



          19       no-brainer.  I know not everybody agrees.



          20                 But back in 1975 we were flooded out pretty



          21       regular.  And speaking with the drain commissioner and other



          22       farmers it was decided to deepen -- or cleanout the drain.



          23       Not just clean it out but deepen it, and this was in 1975.



          24                 And prior to that time there -- the dam that's in



          25       by the township park, there was a dam there before that, and
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           1       the gentleman who lives there is in this audience.



           2                 And that dam, he told me this morning, was put in



           3       like in 19 -- in the '40s, 1940s.



           4                 So my point is when this petition went around it



           5       was to deepen the drain with water controlled measures as



           6       necessary.  And that's where we went from there.



           7                 I'm thinking about three of the road bridges were



           8       taken out and lowered.  A couple of them had culverts put in



           9       and lowered.  And the dam -- or the ditch was deepened as



          10       much as three feet.



          11                 Now the blueberry farmers said, whoa, this is going



          12       to really hurt us because you're lowering the water table.



          13                 So then the drain commissioner put in there water



          14       control measures as necessary.  And that's where these dams



          15       come in.



          16                 So if you go out and take these dams out, you



          17       actually have to put three feet of dirt back in the whole



          18       drain, or otherwise everybody is going to be under drain and



          19       people think they got a problem now, anybody who says they're



          20       going -- they got too much water right now, because the dams



          21       are in, are going to be worse off if you put three feet of



          22       dirt back in.



          23                 Now there was also a study by the engineer from



          24       this past summer, and some of the people who are expressing



          25       concern whether or not the dams were hurting them, it was
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           1       documented by an engineer form that they were not.



           2                 And Joe Bush has all them records.  And all that



           3       documentation that these dams, even when they're in their



           4       normal operating height in the summer, does not hurt these



           5       people.



           6                 Now the dams need to be replaced because the sheet



           7       metal is rusting out.  And there is also a big concern, there



           8       is a dam up west of Allendale on that highway that a



           9       gentleman drowned in putting these boards in by himself.



          10                 And so we're hoping that in the replacement of this



          11       dam structure that we would get something more safe so --



          12                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay.



          13                 MR. GARY DREYER:  I've been part of that for all



          14       those years, and it would be a disaster if those dams were



          15       not replaced by the proper methods.



          16                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay.  Thank you,



          17       Gary.



          18                 Anyone else that would like to come forward and



          19       make a comment?



          20                 MR. CURT CARINI:  Hi.  My name is Curt Carini,



          21       address is 665 West Olive Road.



          22                 We're trying to plant a blueberry farm there, and



          23       the water is so high, the water table, that we can't plant.



          24       It's always flooding.  So my request would be that they would



          25       clean out the ditches.
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           1                 I do think the dams serve a purpose.  I wouldn't



           2       want to see them removed.  But it would be nice if they would



           3       be a little bigger.  And when it rains hard, if they would be



           4       lowered sooner so the water can get out and just work it that



           5       way.



           6                 Thank you.



           7                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you.



           8                 Is there anyone else who would like to make a



           9       comment?



          10                 Yes, sir?



          11                 MR. GARY KELLER:  My name is Gary Keller, I live at



          12       15742 Ryan Drive.  And I do live in this drainage district



          13       which, like the young lady that spoke before, I was surprised



          14       because I was originally part of Park West Drain, and went



          15       through all those hearings, went through all that procedure.



          16                 And so all of the sudden I am now in Harlem Drain



          17       and I'm surprised by that.



          18                 But what I'd like to do is a more procedural



          19       comment and that is to make sure that if this commission, or



          20       if this panel decides to go forward, that there is a finite



          21       point to be made as to what's going to get done and what's



          22       going to be moved ahead.



          23                 Because after the Park West thing, it changed



          24       almost daily, and we never knew where we were until it was



          25       finally decided.  And then it was too late.
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           1                 So anyway, I'd like to know -- I'd like to see the



           2       petitions that were submitted, and what they were



           3       specifically asked about; and secondly, make sure that if



           4       this panel decides to go forward, that we have a pretty



           5       precise idea of what's going to get done and when and how.



           6                 Thank you.



           7                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay.  Thank you



           8       very much.



           9                 Is there anyone else who would like to make a



          10       comment?



          11                 Just a second, this lady.  You may have the last --



          12       well it might be the last word, we'll see.



          13                 MS. CHRIS ROCHA:  Chris Rocha, 14728 Anchor Court.



          14                 My thing is that these people really have issues



          15       and I don't have a problem with that.



          16                 The thing is if the township is going to pay for



          17       the watershed, so they already know what the cost is.  And



          18       all our taxes constantly go up and constantly go up.



          19                 I would like the people that have been up there



          20       that really have a problem to dedicate it just to that area



          21       and then work forward.  Because if you go to everybody,



          22       that's going to be lengthy, as far as shutting down roads and



          23       what not, you know.  But I do think that we should, like



          24       being at this meeting, have a chance to vote when it comes to



          25       the certain parcels that you do so much at a time, so it
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           1       isn't such a big cost to everybody else.



           2                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you.



           3                 I do believe that Joe Bush mentioned that Park,



           4       Olive and Holland Township have agreed to cover costs.  I



           5       think Port Sheldon was still deciding because of the --



           6       anyway, the proximity and the drainage district and so forth.



           7                 Is there anyone else before we hear from the



           8       engineer?  Is there anyone else who would like to make a



           9       comment?



          10                 Yes, sir?



          11                 MR. MARION HOEVE:  My name is Marion Hoeve.  I live



          12       at 13900 Fox Trail Drive.



          13                 You've heard from two other people in our area on



          14       Deer Creek and Fox Trail Court.



          15                 I moved there thirty years ago and when I moved



          16       there my backyard would flood about halfway from the creek to



          17       the house.  That hasn't happened for the last twenty years,



          18       so I have no water problem, no problem with flooding.



          19                 I do have a problem with the drain maintenance.



          20       When I came home from Florida on April 5, I found a 40-foot



          21       log in my creek.  And I have quite a bit of curves going in



          22       there (indicating), and I was told the drain commissioner was



          23       going to come and clean the drain out.



          24                 I haven't seen anybody in that drain for the last



          25       five years.  I see them go down once in awhile and check
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           1       things out, but the drain needs to be maintained, not



           2       necessarily improved.



           3                 And I still have that 40-foot log in the drain.



           4       I've got it tied up so it won't move.  I tried to cut part of



           5       it off in the water about four feet deep and I'm not going to



           6       get drowned in that creek.  So I think somebody has to take



           7       care of that log.



           8                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay, thank you.



           9                 Is there anyone else who would like to make a



          10       comment?



          11                 If you do, please come forward.  You can come right



          12       up and stand in line.



          13                 Is there anyone else after these two gentlemen who



          14       would like to make a comment?  If you would, please come



          15       forward so that we can assess how many more we're going to



          16       have before we terminate public.



          17                 Go ahead, sir.



          18                 MR. GARY HOLT:  My name is Gary Holt.  I live at



          19       6220 - 144th Avenue on the north end of the Harlem Drain.



          20                 I've been opposed to these dams for the last forty



          21       years.  I farm them, I'm always complaining about too much



          22       water.



          23                 The dams, you know, have been managed, you know,



          24       primarily by a couple of farmers for the benefit of those



          25       farmers.  They are on the Board, they manage the dams
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           1       according to their needs.



           2                 And I've worked with four drain commissioners, the



           3       most recent one I got to admit has been the best as far as



           4       helping me manage water on and off my property.



           5                 I do not feel these dams are necessary anymore.  I



           6       know we heard from the gentleman talking about when they were



           7       established fifty years ago, but things have changed



           8       dramatically.



           9                 I never flooded in my barns up until the last few



          10       years.  And all the people that I'm hearing about down south



          11       of here that have all this erosion and erratic water flow



          12       problems, I can attest that the drains have been a lot more



          13       erratic than they've ever been because of all the



          14       improvements that have happened around here.



          15                 There used to be another southern route for water



          16       which was the Cranberry Drain.  And this subdivision that



          17       we're standing in filled it in and they dumped it into their



          18       pond.  And they also have a water control structure they



          19       built into the drain.



          20                 I am of the opinion that because there is only a



          21       handful of people that benefit from these drains, the



          22       majority of people are -- well I can't say the majority.



          23       There is 5600 letters sent out, so probably the majority are



          24       neutral in it.



          25                 But there is probably more people affected
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           1       adversely by the dams than are beneficial by the dams.



           2                 However, the people that benefit from the dams also



           3       own a heck of a lot of the land around here.  And back in the



           4       '70s, it probably was prudent for them to have the primary



           5       voice.  But I think in this day and age things have changed.



           6                 Even in my fields, when they put the road through



           7       of all things, 144th, they raised it six feet.  And it used



           8       to be the water would run across the road and just kind of



           9       make its way into the swamps.  And it would never even get



          10       near my house.  Now we have huge amounts of water and then no



          11       water.



          12                 The other thing that's changed dramatically from a



          13       farming perspective is all of the irrigation that people have



          14       put in.  Back in the '70s I agree they needed water control



          15       for their blueberries and for their crops.  In this day and



          16       age they've got center pivot irrigation.



          17                 I can stand in front of my ditches and within three



          18       days they've sucked those ditches dry.  I never used to have



          19       dry ditches in the summertime.  And now we have dry ditches



          20       every year.  As soon as those center pivot irrigations come



          21       on, the water table drops like a rock.



          22                 So I guess I really question the need to even do



          23       anything with these dams.  I guess my perspective would be



          24       the people that are adversely affected by it would benefit



          25       from not having the dams there period.
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           1                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay.



           2                 Thank you, Gary.



           3                 Anyone else.



           4                 Yes ma'am?



           5                 MS. CAROL HARRIS:  Hi.  I'm Carol Harris, 450 North



           6       Division Avenue.



           7                 And I'm not exactly sure what this whole thing is



           8       about, but I see that -- because I couldn't find this place.



           9       I went around the whole subdivision at 19 miles an hour, that



          10       was quite fruitless.  I finally ended up going through a back



          11       road that was just mud.



          12                 Anyhow, I do see in this that I'm in the district



          13       that is going to be paying for this project, and paying



          14       upkeep on it, and I don't see any benefit to me.



          15                 And I feel like the last man spoke that a lot of



          16       people who have moved into all of these new subdivisions and



          17       so forth may be the ones that are benefiting more than the



          18       common people who -- I've lived here thirty years, just about



          19       thirty, and I've never had any problems whatsoever.  And I



          20       don't feel I should have to pay extra taxes for something I



          21       just simply can't afford.



          22                 I'm retired, I'm alone.  So there is my take on it.



          23                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay.  Thank you,



          24       Carol.



          25                 Next?
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           1                 MS. PHYLLIS LANESEY:  My name is Phyllis Lanesey.



           2       I live in Bay Meadows, 981 Bay Ridge Drive.  And I had no



           3       idea I was near the Harlem Drain.



           4                 So therefore I started out being interested in this



           5       because I thought I'd have an assessment, and I wanted to



           6       know how much it would be and why I needed it, why the drain



           7       needed to be taken care of.



           8                 And I discovered that these -- the engineer -- I



           9       thought the petition was very unclear, what you said to us in



          10       the mail was very unclear as to what we were going to hear



          11       tonight.



          12                 I thought that the engineer was yet to study why



          13       these things need to happen, the drains, why they needed to



          14       be taken care of, improved, automated, that sounds very scary



          15       to me, and very expensive.



          16                 But now you're saying that three of the things are



          17       going to pay for them.



          18                 So I'm saying that the argument here tonight



          19       probably isn't over money, it's over the possibility of the



          20       dams that are causing some of this problem.



          21                 So I've written something here that says, the



          22       necessity of maintenance improvement means more to the people



          23       that use the water for irrigating than those that are harmed



          24       by the water because of flooding.  They have more invested



          25       interest in this.
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           1                 The majority of the large area of all of the people



           2       here probably are not interested in whatever you do, and it's



           3       money, that's why they're here.



           4                 But now we discover money isn't the issue, it's the



           5       drains that are the issue, and the dams that are the issue.



           6                 So we have two camps, those who need water want to



           7       control the dams according to the seasons, and the need for



           8       flooding in the spring, they want it to stop coming onto



           9       their land so they can plant their seeds on time.  I



          10       understand that.  I'm a farmer's daughter.  Thus they close



          11       the dams to hold back the water which floods the north corner



          12       of 144th Avenue where Mr. Gary Holt lives.



          13                 And if this happens in an extra amount of rain, it



          14       also can cause basement flooding in all of these subdivision



          15       areas, like the one that was just up here and said it was a



          16       nightmare.  And it also might include the water rising in



          17       Pine Creek Bay, which we know cannot happen.



          18                 So in the summer they open the ditch, and lots of



          19       water flow in after they planted their seeds.  Now the



          20       irrigating people need the water to run those big machines



          21       that's going to use the water, and the drain goes down



          22       exponentially fast.



          23                 So the control of the dams is in the hands of a



          24       few.



          25                 The other camps, the little farmers --
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           1                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Could you wrap it



           2       up?



           3                 MS. PHYLLIS LANESEY:  Okay.  Well then I feel this



           4       petition needs more review.  It sounds as though the engineer



           5       has already said about the drains, I think it needs more



           6       review before you can continue to do this.



           7                 And another meeting should be held or -- what I'd



           8       like to see is to have someone from the -- both parties



           9       represented on this engineering study.  Have the engineer



          10       work with Gary Holt or some of those others that know what



          11       they're doing so there is double representation.  Thus far I



          12       have not seen this.



          13                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay.  Thank you.



          14                 Is there anyone else who would like to speak?



          15                 Yes?



          16                 MR. TOM WOLTERS:  Tom Wolters, Olive Township



          17       Supervisor.



          18                 Our Board put this through as a resolution because



          19       of, number one, for safety sake.



          20                 In the spring time when you do have the high rains,



          21       if there are boards in the dams, it is a dangerous situation



          22       that we have going on out here, plus the fact that these dams



          23       are deteriorating.



          24                 We're looking at it from the fact that we can get



          25       them -- where I can get on the dam, crank them, I mean
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           1       potentially they can control the water I would say easier



           2       through time.  So when we do have high rain periods, it would



           3       allow the farmers, instead of getting into these ditches and



           4       trying to pull boards manually, without potentially drowning



           5       themselves, I think our Board felt this was a necessity to



           6       keep moving forward to get these dams replaced, if necessary.



           7                 As far as 144th, Port Sheldon area, I understand



           8       the concerns.  Our farm is actually just north of there, on



           9       the north end of this thing.  And honestly, since I've



          10       been -- I was born in '65, so I wasn't there in '70, I don't



          11       remember too much in '70 anyway.  But that land is a low area



          12       north of these dams, it always has been.  And it's always had



          13       water on them.  Growing up that's pretty much the way it's



          14       been.



          15                 So that's really all I had to say.



          16                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Thanks, Todd.



          17                 Is there anyone else?



          18                 Yes, sir?



          19                 MR. LUKE DeVRIES:  Hi.  I'm Luke DeVries, 15000



          20       Barry Street.  I'm one of the farmers that actually controls



          21       the dams with Dreyers.



          22                 We desperately need these dams to be updated.  We



          23       need them there for not just our community, for our farming,



          24       but for countless jobs, countless dollars that goes back into



          25       the township.
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           1                 We had to like basically drill a couple of boards



           2       into the dam this year that had holes into it.  One of the



           3       Dreyers and I actually had to just kind of patch it



           4       ourselves.



           5                 The people upstream, I do feel for them.  But I



           6       agree with what the gentleman said earlier from what my



           7       grandparents said, my father said, that it used to always



           8       flood, they said they used to fish there.



           9                 So I can understand if they would like to farm it.



          10       But I would refer to the study that was done earlier this



          11       year that states that the dams are being used at a proper



          12       level, that they have no impact whatsoever on the people



          13       upstream.



          14                 I know they would disagree with me, but a study is



          15       a study so that's kind of what it is.



          16                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you, Luke.



          17                 Is there anyone else?



          18                 MR. DON BERGMAN:  Don Bergman, 62 Sun Ridge Drive.



          19                 And I'm just curious, with a lot of this flooding,



          20       there is a lot of low ground around here and is this because



          21       of the development in areas that really should not be



          22       developed?  And that's a question for the township people



          23       that are here.



          24                 When you're approving developments, think twice



          25       about what that water table is and what's going to happen to
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           1       those people down the road when they get a big flood.



           2                 Thank you.



           3                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Yes, okay, thank



           4       you.



           5                 Is there anyone else?



           6                 Seeing no one, then we'll close this.



           7                 I'll make a motion to close the public hearing.



           8                 Support?



           9                 BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRUURSEMA:  He wants to say



          10       something.



          11                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  We'll have him



          12       speak after.



          13                 BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRUURSEMA:  Okay.



          14                 I'll make a motion that we adjourn.



          15                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Not adjourn.



          16       Close public comment.  Thank you.



          17                 So the engineer has been feverishly taking notes.



          18       So he has some comments that he can make.



          19                 Go ahead.



          20                 ENGINEER DAN FREDRICKS:  I just want to make one



          21       brief comment specifically regarding the people that live in



          22       Park West Township.



          23                 As part of this project in order to go forward we'd



          24       look at revising the drainage district boundary.  So as we



          25       said before the last time that the district was looked at was
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           1       essentially in 1989, almost thirty years ago.  Obviously



           2       there was a petition, a project done in the Park West Drain



           3       not too long ago.



           4                 So we'd be making sure that -- that the drainage



           5       district accurately reflects the contributing watershed and



           6       we're matching adjacent drainage district boundaries.



           7                 So theoretically if you live in Park West, you



           8       should either be in Park West or the Harlem Drain.  Or if you



           9       have a big enough piece of property it's possible, say a



          10       40-acre piece of property and right on the watershed divide,



          11       you have might have 20 acres in Park West and 20 acres in the



          12       Harlem.  But you're not going to be double assessed for that



          13       same piece of property.



          14                 So just if there was any concerns for people who



          15       thought they were in a different drainage district, that



          16       would be reviewed as part of this process if the petition



          17       goes forward.



          18                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay, thank you.



          19                 Now it's our time as a Board to discuss these



          20       comments and as the Chair, I made several notes, and also



          21       when the engineer was giving his report.



          22                 And based on the comments for me that I heard, it



          23       seems to me that the proposed maintenance and improvement of



          24       the Harlem Drain as petitioned on August 1, 2019, is



          25       necessary and conducive to the public health, convenience or
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           1       welfare of those within the Harlem Drain district.



           2                 And I'd be interested to hear Larry and Ron's



           3       comments and -- but I'll make that a motion, if someone wants



           4       to support it.



           5                 BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRUURSEMA:  I'll support it.



           6                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  It's been moved



           7       and supported.



           8                 BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRUURSEMA:  These dams, who



           9       are they really benefiting?  Why were they installed?



          10       Anyone?



          11                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  I think the



          12       engineer said that they are control structures that were put



          13       in.  So my sense of that is that they were put in in order to



          14       control the flow -- the flow and level of water that comes



          15       through them.



          16                 That's -- I believe that's --



          17                 BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRUURSEMA:  I understand



          18       that, we have them in Georgetown also.  But I wanted to know,



          19       who is it really benefiting?  Who are they really benefiting?



          20       Is it the residents?  I see a lot of flooding, I hear a lot



          21       of flooding by a lot of people.  But I also hear the farmers,



          22       they have to have the water.  And I understand that the



          23       farmers are controlling the level of the dam, or the water



          24       going through the dam.



          25                 And those are creating a problem for who?  The
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           1       farmers or for the residents?



           2                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  I think both.



           3                 BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRUURSEMA:  I am asking the



           4       engineer.  I want his opinion.



           5                 ENGINEER DAN FREDRICKS:  I mean I would say it



           6       depends on who you're talking to here.



           7                 For me to give you a scientific answer, we'd have



           8       to go out there and do engineering.  We haven't done any



           9       level of engineering study or design at this point.



          10                 The firm that did the previous study was a



          11       different engineering firm than us.  We've reviewed their



          12       work and their conclusion at that point was the effects of



          13       the control structures are localized and that it would not



          14       have impacts as far upstream as Mr. Holt's property.



          15                 That's what that summary was.  But we have not done



          16       an independent analysis.  I'm limited on what I can derive at



          17       this point, short of the testimony that you heard from the



          18       individuals here today.



          19                 BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRUURSEMA:  So the repair of



          20       the dams would be of a benefit to a lot of people?



          21                 ENGINEER DAN FREDRICKS:  Potentially.  And I think



          22       again hearing the comments made, and we got to take into



          23       account both parties and what's in the best interest for the



          24       drainage district, I think there are certainly ways that we



          25       can better maintain and regulate the flows and how those dams
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           1       are operated to improve drainage.



           2                 BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRUURSEMA:  Okay.  One other



           3       question, has there been a lot of development since 1989?



           4                 (Audience responded.)



           5                 BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRUURSEMA:  I thought I knew



           6       the answer, you guys confirmed it.



           7                 Okay.  Thank you.



           8                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you.



           9                 Don, go ahead.



          10                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  Yeah.  I would say, well



          11       I'm hearing just as much about the dams as the creek has to



          12       be maintained, has to be dredged.  Everybody here said that



          13       it was backfilled, it wasn't taken care of.



          14                 And on the dams, I think they're more of a



          15       necessity, and in very poor repair, okay?  If you don't -- if



          16       you're going to keep them, which I assume we are --



          17                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  We can't hear you.



          18                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  Better now?



          19                 On the dams, they're in very poor repair.  They



          20       have to be either -- I guess replaced, okay?  They can't



          21       control them like the new ones can be, okay.



          22                 And when you start talking about safety and people



          23       replacing those planks -- the safety is a big thing, okay?



          24       It's a dangerous situation right now, in my mind.



          25                 So I would say that the dredging is as important as
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           1       the dams, from what I'm hearing the public say.



           2                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay, thank you.



           3                 I think I would just like to point out that the



           4       Board of Determination, we've made a motion, we've supported



           5       it that the improved proposed maintenance and improvement of



           6       the Harlem Drain is necessary.  We're going to vote on that



           7       in a minute.



           8                 But I want to say that this is the reason why we



           9       would support this motion as a Board of Determination,



          10       because now that gives the engineering company the direction



          11       to move forward with the Water Resources Commissioner in



          12       Ottawa County and the road commission and all in order to



          13       evaluate.  And as I said, he was making copious notes of all



          14       your comments and so this gives them the direction to move



          15       forward with that.



          16                 If we would say it's not necessary, then everything



          17       would stop.  And as it was pointed out earlier, then they



          18       could re-petition in a year, if they determined to do that.



          19       And so I think I'm correct in making that statement.



          20                 And so, members of the Board of Determination, I



          21       would call for a vote.



          22                 All those in favor of the motion, signify by saying



          23       aye.



          24                 BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRUURSEMA:  Aye.



          25                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.
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           1                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  Aye.



           2                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  That is carried.



           3                 So we have -- we do, I think, before we adjourn,



           4       we're going to turn it over to Joe Bush, our Water Resources



           5       Commissioner, and he can make a statement about the appeal



           6       process and he can also discuss anything else for



           7       clarification that maybe we've been unclear.  And if we've



           8       been unclear about that then he can clarify for us.



           9                 But just for myself and the other two members of



          10       the Board of Determination, I would like to thank all of you



          11       for coming.  Obviously you're showing your interest and



          12       concern, whatever it might be.  And so thank you very much



          13       for coming and we appreciate that very much.  We don't



          14       normally see this large of a group at a Board of



          15       Determination meeting, but we appreciate you being here.



          16                 For those of you who made comments, I took down



          17       your names and your comments.  We appreciate that.



          18                 So thank you for taking the time.



          19                 Joe?



          20                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Can you do a roll



          21       call on your vote?



          22                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Oh, yes.



          23                 BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRUURSEMA:  I was going to



          24       remind him.



          25                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  Roll call.
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           1                 Ron?



           2                 BOARD MEMBER RON BRINK:  I vote yes.



           3                 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLOK:  Larry?



           4                 BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRUURSEMA:  Yes.



           5                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  And VanderKlok



           6       votes yes.



           7                 Thank you.



           8                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Well thank you



           9       everyone for showing up on a Wednesday night.  I appreciate



          10       your time and your concerns.



          11                 Lisa, I knew you were going to get up and talk



          12       about Park West.  We've had lots of discussions back in the



          13       day, Park Township.



          14                 Again if you look at when it was revised -- the



          15       engineer is going to revise it.



          16                 Here is one of the issues that could happen, this



          17       Board, I could have had him spend 30, $40,000 on engineering



          18       on this drain; you come tonight and this Board says, not a



          19       necessity.  Guess what, I got a 30, $40,000 bill.  I don't



          20       know what to do with it because they didn't see a project



          21       necessary.  Now I'm stuck.



          22                 So the engineer is only limited to X amount of



          23       money that I tell him because we don't know if it's going to



          24       pass based on this Board of Determination.  So that's why we



          25       didn't do a full-on evaluation of the drain from the
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           1       beginning to the end.



           2                 And we took all your comments, Dan is going to look



           3       into all of those issues, make phone calls and get back to



           4       those folks.



           5                 Again, I appreciate your time.  Some people say



           6       it's a process, and they're all about numbers, who



           7       petitioned.



           8                 It started out with one petition, Holland Township.



           9       I asked for area township petitions so it's not just one



          10       sided.  I figured they're all in it together, all four



          11       townships petitioned.  So I have those.



          12                 The petition language is maintenance.  It's not



          13       technically adding a whole new drainage district from across



          14       the county or anything.  It's maintenance on the Harlem



          15       Drain.  So that's what the petition was for.



          16                 And all four townships petitioned.  If anybody



          17       wants a copy of those, you're more than welcome, I can send



          18       them to you if you need them because we have them.



          19                 You heard one of the townships speak tonight, Olive



          20       Township.  So they're all onboard, and they all agree for the



          21       costs to be shared amongst the townships.  The road



          22       commission will pay for their percentage.  The county, MDOT



          23       is a part of the Harlem Drain, so is the railroad.



          24                 So all of those folks will be contributing to the



          25       costs because their water does contribute to the Harlem
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           1       Drain.



           2                 So there is an appeal process of tonight's meeting.



           3       So you have ten days from tonight if you appeal tonight's



           4       meeting, that's a whole process, but if you feel that,



           5       contact us, and if you want to appeal to the Circuit Court --



           6       Probate Court, I'm sorry, and you can appeal tonight's



           7       meeting if you feel necessary.



           8                 But again I appreciate everyone's time.



           9                 There is -- I can talk to you afterwards because



          10       public comment time is done and I'm sure everyone wants to



          11       get out of here and get on with their evening.



          12                 So I appreciate everyone's time.  Thank you.



          13                 BOARD CHAIRMAN RICH VANDER KLOK:  We are adjourned.



          14                        (BOD adjourned at 7:15 p.m.)
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1 Hol I and, M chi gan 1 of the overall watershed. Soit's a very small percentage of

2 Septenber 18, 2019 - 6:00 p.m 2 that.

3 PROCEED NS 3 But Holland, Park and Qive have decided to cover

4 WATER RESOURCES OO JCE BUSH  (bod eveni ng, 4 the cost of that. Sothereis no special assessnents to the

5 everyone. Can | get your attention, please? Can everybody 5 property owners for the replacenents of the damif that's

6 hear ne okay? Nb? 6 necessary.

7 ['mgoing to walk around, | like to walk. V¢ have 7 So if this three-panel Board deens it necessary to

8 afewnore people comng in here, quickly, we'll get this 8 do areplacement for the dans, |'mnot here to say there

9 evening start. 9 should be or should not be, being the Véter Resources

10 THE REPCRTER  Hey, Joe, |'mhaving a hard tine 10 Commissioner and with state statute, Mchigan Drain Gode

11 hearing you. 11 tells me, | got to hold a Board of Deternination, appoint a

12 WATER RESOURCES OO JCE BUSH  That's what | 12 three-panel board like | did. These three panel nenbers have

13 wanted to know V¢'re going to figure out howto turnit up 13 no properties, nor do they live in any of the townships that

14 because it's not loud enough. Can you hear me now? |s that 14 we're talking about, nor do they live in the watershed.

15  better? 15 S | appoint these people, they will run the

16 Al right, good to go? 16 meeting once | give themthe oath. And then they run the

17 Al right. Vélcome, everyone. VElcone to Mcatawa 17 Board -- they run the neeting tonight, the public hearing.

18  Legends and wel cone to the HarlemDrain Board of 18 (e thing that's very inportant is we keep it

19  Determination. 19 civil. Everything is court recorded. Mrgie hereis ny

20 I'mJoe Bush, your Citawa Gounty Véter Resources 20 court reporter. It's not in state statute to have it court

21 Commissioner, also known as the Drain Commissioner. | 21 recorded, but | do. Sncel get elected, | have a court

22 changed the nane in 2012 to Wter Resources Gommi ssioner. 22 recorder at everyone of ny Board of Deternination neetings so
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1 wvell countyw de. 1 And everything is court recorded. Soif you want

2 | ama countyw de el ected official, and | amhere 2 totake ne to court later, she's got it in there or somebody

3 tonight because the state statute requires ne to hold a Board 3 else, the Qourt, of what | said, what he said, what she said.

4 of Determnation when | have petitions. | had four townships 4 It's all court recorded. Sothat's why | do that to protect

5 petition ne for inprovenents on the HarlemDrain, that's why 5 everybody.
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1 Again | give themthe oath, they run the meeting. 1 BOARD MEMBER R CH VANDERKLCK: | do.
2 They're nore than happy to ask me any questions, but during 2 BOARD MEMBER RN BRINK | do.
3 the public comment, it's very inportant that you cone up 3 VWATER RESOURCES COMM JCE BUSH  Thank you.
4 here, state your name, address, and your concerns, so the 4 BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRURSEMX  Wth that |I'I1 make
5 court recorder can record it. Sothat's going to be very 5 amotion to appoint Rch VanderK ok as the chair.
6 crucial. 6 VATER RESOURCES OOMM JCE BUSH  Can you speak in
7 And it's probably going to be limted to three 7 the mc?
8 mnutes because we have a ot of people here, so I'massuning 8 BOARD MEVBER LARRY BRURSEMA | have to speak in
9 they' Il nake that motion. That's up to themif they want it 9 the nic.
10 for three minutes, but sometimes they do that. 10 Wth that I'Il nake a motion that | nominate Rch
1 ['11" make a few nore introductions. 11 VanderK ok as the chairman.
12 So 1"l introduce the Board. | introduced Margie 12 BOARD MEVBER R CH VANDER KLCK:  |'s there support?
13 aready, ny court recorder. 13 BOARD MEVBER RN BRINK  That' s support ed.
14 Fromright to left we have Ron Brink, and thenin 14 BOARD MEVBER LARRY BRURSEMA  It's been support ed.
15 the center -- he's fromZeeland Township. And in the center 15 BOARD MEVBER R CH VANDER KLOK: I't"s been moved and
16  we have R ch VanderK ok, he is from Georgetown Township. And 16  supported.
17 onthe left we have Larry, and Larry is from Georgetown 17 Al those in favor, say aye.
18  Townshi p. 18 BOARD MEVBER RIN BRINK  Aye.
19 These nenbers have been at several B(Ds, they 19 BOARD MEMBER R CH VANDER KLXK  Aye.
20 understand Drain Code and they al so understand drai nage and 20 BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRURSEMA  Aye.
21 howthe legal process works. 21 That's just for us, but thank you for the vote of
22 They have no idea what we're talking about tonight. 22 confidence.
23 | don't go neet wth themand tell themdo this or say this. 23 BOARD MEMBER RN BRINK "I make a motion to
24 They absolutely have noidea. It's not ny job to tell them 24 appoint Larry Bruursema as the secretary.
25 it's you people's job to tell themif you have issues wth 25 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLCK:  Support.

Page 7 Page 9
1 whatever. [t'snot ny jobtotell them | just appoint 1 Motion made and supported to appoint Larry
2 them 2 Bruursena as secretary.
3 And ve have Dan Fredricks, he's fromLand And 3 Al in favor, say aye.
4 Resource, he is the engineer. 4 BOARD MEVBER RIN BRINK  Aye.
5 V¢ have the road commission here tonight, Jerry 5 BOARD CHA RVAN R CH VANDER KLXK:  Aye.
6 Qdnan. 6 BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRURSEVA  Aye.
7 V¢ have two township supervisors, Hwie Baunann 7 BOARD CHA RVAN R CH VANDER LXK That's carried.
8 fromPort Sheldon; and Todd Vélters fromQive. And then two 8 Then because we have such a nice crowd of good
9 of ny staff are in the back, Chad Mints is ny chief deputy, 9 looking people here tonight, we're going to limt public
10 and Sara is ny secretary. She vent sonewhere. 10 comment to three minutes. And if you would like to nake a
1 So that's ny staff. 11 comment, |'masking that you cone forvard and state your name
12 Again 1"'mgoing to go ahead and give these three 12 and address and address your comment to the chair. Don't
13 gentlenmen the oath. And there is an agenda, | think 13 turn your back on us and address the audi ence.
14 everybody got an agenda. And then they' Il run the neeting. 14 And the reason |'mdoing that is because the court
15 So thank you for coming tonight. 15 reporter needs to hear the comment, and she is recording all
16 Gent| emen, please rise, raise your right hand. 16 of this. Andif you happen to turn, she may niss sone of
17 Do each of you sol emnly swear that you will 17 your comments.
18 faithfully performand discharge the duties inposed upon you 18 So during the public comment, you'|l be given three
19 as required by law as nenbers of the Board of Determnation 19 ninutes. Cone forward, state your name and address, and make
20 appointed by the Gtawa Gounty Veéter Resources Conmi ssioner 20 your comment during that three-mnute comment period.
21 to deternine the necessity for maintenance and inprovenent of 21 Let's see. Wat else do we need to do? | think
22 the HarlemDrain located at Holland Charter Township, Park 22 we've -- | think Joe has clearly delineated for us what we as
23 Township, Qive Township, and Port Sheldon Township in said 23 a Board of Determnation do and so the role and function he
24 county? Gentlenen? 24 very much explained that. So | won't need -- |'mnot going
25 BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRURSEMA | do. 25 torepeat that.
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1 And al so, the procedural history, he also referred 1 So this first slide here is a photograph of the

2 tothat and howa Board of Determination functions and what 2 olland Drain drainage district. And | apol ogi ze, ny |aser

3 ourroleis. Healluded tothe fact that we are not invol ved 3 pointer is not working very well

4 indetermining costs or any of that sort of thing. And he 4 But this dark line right here, this drainage

5 already nentioned about the three townships that have al ready 5 district was last updated back in 1989. So back in 1989 we

6 saidthat they would -- that they would cover the costs for 6 didn't have as detailed topographic naps and contour

7 the particular issues that he described. 7 information as we have today. Soit's alittle bit nore kind

8 | just wonder if anyone fromone of the 8 of rigid and squared off, as we would say | guess, following

9 representative townships or Jerry of the road commssion, if 9 basic property lines to determne who is within this drainage

10 you have any comments that you want to make before we begin 10 district or whoisn't.

11 the public hearing? Is there any -- Jerry, do you have 1 If you got notified today, you're most likely

12 anything? 12 within the drainage district. Wat that neans that

13 OTTAMA QOUNTY ROD COWM SSI QN JERRY CLMAN | 13 ultimately a drop of water fromyour property is going to

14 don't. 14 enter the HrlemDrain

15 BOARD CHA RVAN R CH VANDER KLOK Ckay, and 15 Now the HarlemDrain, you night knowit as Pine

16 representatives that Joe alluded to, do you have anything 16  Qreek, basically the downstreamend is right here at Lake

17 that they'd like to share? 17 Macatana. And it flows -- it starts way north al most up by

18 | don't see anyone. Ckay, thank you. 18 Port Sheldon Road in Qive Township, and it flows kind of

19 Then we're going to ask for the engineer's 19 south, southwesterly. It crosses 144th Avenue into Port

20 presentation, and so we'll turnit over to him 20 Sheldon, kind of near Van Buren. And then it goes through

21 ENG NEER DAN FREDR (KS. Thank you. 21 Port Sheldon, crosses New Holland into Park Township briefly,

22 M nane is Dan Fredricks, I'mwith Land And 22 hefore it heads back east, comng back into Holland Township

23 Resource Engineering out of Gand Rapids, Mchigan, 1'mgoing 23 and then crosses 144th again. And ultimately gets down to

24 togive abrief overviewof why we're here today and sone of 24 Lake M

25 the specific issues alone the drain that pronpted the 25 So | apol ogize this map is old and not easily seen
Page 11 Page 13

1 petition. 1 but thisistogiveyou areference. Hereis 144th, hereis

2 So the first thing we're going to do is go over why 2 NewhHdlland, Port Sheldon is up here, 128this right there

3 we're here, which Joe already alluded to. ['Il give you a 3 and 160th is right about here. That actually gives you an

4 brief overviewof the drain and the watershed or the drainage 4 idea of where we are geographically

5 district associated with that, talk alittle bit about the 5 So the watershed is quite big, it's over 17 square

6 history of the drain, the structural issues with some of the 6 niles. Thereis about alittle over ten mles of drain

7 in-streamcontrol structures. That's what pronpted this 7 established. There is an easenent associated with that drain

8 petition. And then we'll discuss what happens next. 8 whichis 70 feet either side of the drain centerline. So

9 S0 as Joe nentioned before, Holland Charter 9 there is 140-foot easement which is dedicated to the drainage

10  Township petitioned the Drain Commssioner's office under 10 district and naintained by the drain conm ssioner.

11 Chapter 8 of the Drain Gode to make inprovenents to the 1 The drain was established actual |y before 1890

12 drain. Inthis case the specific concerns vere three 12 And the first records we have of work being done on it was in

13 in-streamcontrol structures which I'Il showyou here in just 13 1890. It was established actually sonetine before that, but

14 one second. 14 we don't have the exact record on that.

15 As Joe said, Mchigan Drain Code requires that a 15 As | nentioned before this drainage district, which

16 Board of Determnation be held to determne if a project is 16 s essentially a special assessment district, was updated in

17 necessary. That's what these three gentlenen are up here are 17 1989. So since 1890 there has been about fifteen projects on

18 to decide. It's your testimony fromthe audience to 18 the drain, whether those are maintenance projects or petition

19  determne whether the project is necessary. 19 projects such as today. Soit's been fairly well maintained

20 The other thing | think nentioned before too, from 20 on average of about every eight years there has been sone

21 the cost standpoint for these structures, three of the four 21 work done on the project.

22 townships that are within this drainage district have al ready 22 Wat really brings us here today are these

23 agreed to step up to the plate and pay for these structures. 23 in-streamcontrol structures. So we have one -- here is Van

24 S the assessnent to any individual |and owners should be 24 Buren Street, the first one is just south of Van Buren Street

25 mninal as aresult of that. 25 onthe vest side of 144th Avenue. The second contro
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1 structureis just north of Barry Sreet. And the downstream 1 There is also, froma hydraulic standpoint and from

2 nost isin Qincy Park south of New Holland between ike 2 the road conmission standpoint with the erosion that it's

3 Qincy and New Hol land, just east of 144th Avenue. 3 causing by Barry Street we're | ooking at possibly relocating

4 Those structures, the bulk of themwere |ast 4 this one downstreamof Barry Street so it would have |ess

5 inproved -- two of the three vere inproved back in the ' 70s. 5 adverse inpact on the culvert there

6 And the one at Barry Street had some work done back in 1995. 6 And the final structure is located just west of

7 S0 in general, alot of these control structures 7 144, south of Van Buren Street. This structure is 40 to 50

8 areinvarying states of deterioration. Basically they're 8 yearsold It'sinpretty poor condition but it's also not

9 in-line weirs. | can showyou a photograph, here is an 9 regularly used. Soit's questionable whether or not we woul d

10 exanple of one. 10 replace the structure right now

1 This is the one at Quincy Park, sothisis the 1 General ly there is no stop logs init, soit's not

12 downstreamnost one. It's basically a steel-sheet piling 12 necessarily backing up water. So this one right now based

13 weir going across the channel. So here is the pedestrian 13 on what ve've talked with the residents and the farmers in

14 bridge. You can see the channel right here, a 14 that area, there may or nay not be any work done to this one

15 trapezoi dal - shaped channel, a steel -shaped piling weir going 15 So going onto what happens next now we'll open the

16  across. 16 floor to public testinony. So the Board is going to hear

17 In this notched area you have stop logs they put in 17 input and ultinately nake a decision on whether or not this

18 toraise or lover water levels. And then thereis -- nost of 18 petition is necessary.

19 themhave sone level of catwalk out over it. 19 If the petition is found not necessary, then the

20 Inthe state of -- in the Quincy Park one here the 20 project cannot be re-petitioned again for another year

21 structure is in decent condition, but we are beginning to see 21 [f it is deternined necessary, then we would go

22 signs of erosion on the steel itself, and we're getting 22 forward with conducting an engineering study to I ook i nto not

23 downstreambank erosion. They have put in sone concrete 23 only these issues, but any other issues that you nay have

24 slope paving arnory, but downstreamof that we're getting 24 along the drain, and then go specifically address those

25 more erosion. 25 issues in sone formof a project, the scope of which will not
Page 15 Page 17

1 There is also issues as far as operational issues 1 be deternmined today, but will be based on the results of the

2 with these using stop logs versus we mght |ook at using a 2 engineering study and input fromthe Drain Gomm ssi oner

3 little hit nore easily, even potentially automated system 3 Sowiththat, I'Il turnit back over to the Board

4 like a slewescape to allowbetter regulation of water |evels 4 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLXK: Ckay.  Thank you.

5 for these control structures. 5 For our public coment, as | said before, ve'd like

6 So these control structures are here for two 6 you to cone forvard, please state your nane and address. And

7 purposes; one is for irrigation purposes to be able to back 7 then also identify whether you live or have land in the

8 water up for farmers to be able to drawwater from so it 8 drainage district

9 helps regulate waters froman agricultural standpoint. And 9 So anyone who woul d |ike to cone forward, you have

10 they do provide sone leveling of flood control | guess on the 10 three mnutes to nake your comment, give your name, address

11 downstreamareas there because they are a restriction within 11 and also specify whether you have land -- live or have | and

12 the channel itself. 12 in the drainage district

13 They do help to reduce peak flowrates which 13 Wio woul d like to begin?

14 technical |y hel ps reduce downstreamflooding, so they do have 14 Cone forward and state your nane and address

15 aflood control elenent to themas well. 15 please

16 So again we're here today specifically because of 16 M BRAD PAULSEN | nay not need a mic

17 property owners conplaining about these structures that they 17 M name is Brad Paulsen, and | live at 13982 Fox

18 need to be inproved and that's what pronpted Holland Townshi p 18 Trail Drive right behind the junior high school, the drain

19 to petition this project. 19 goes through ny backyard

20 | apologize this is really sensitive here. 20 Last fall ny wife and | was out working in the yard

21 S on the next structure upstreamis at Barry 21 and she fell inthe hole, it was about this deep

22 Sreet. This structure is in very poor condition. It's 22 (indicating), the sod was still over it, and she took a step

23 leaking, hoth beneath the sheeting, and it's flacking around 23 and vent right down into a hole. It's undermining ny yard

24 the sides of it. Thereis erosion downstream So this one 24 And over the years |'ve noticed that it seens |ike ny

25 isinneed of repair. 25 backyard gets lower all the tine
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1 Véll then we got this big hole init, sol filled 1 V¢ have had flooding probl ens up there because the
2 it back inand we could see flow ng water. 2 people that are under control of these dans will not remove
3 | filled it back inlast fall, and we noticed now 3 the boards when we call and ask them
4 thereis spotsinit that are starting to give way again. 4 And this last gentleman that says he's having water
5 Because | stepinit, ny foot went down two or three inches. 5 flowproblens down below it's the same thing because they're
6 Soit'snot fixed. 6 holding the water back
7 And | vas told -- | called the drain commissioner 7 | just put a test hole in ny backyard this week,
8 and there was a guy, a gentlenan cane out, and he assessed 8 went down six feet, six feet square, and as of right now
9 it. And about a month later | got aletter inthe mail that 9 I'vegot water within 14 inches of the top of that hole. And
10 said they would be dredging fromRiley to Qincy. And he 10 that's eight feet fromthe back of ny house. And we've never
11  says they were just taking bids, and he said it was going to 11 had this problemuntil this was originally put in here.
12 be done this sumer. 12 These dams were put in, to hold the water back. And they
13 Now | don't knowif that's what started part of 13 will not renove them
14 this, but that's what happened with us. 14 V¢ even had a |awsuit against them and the judge
15 | will say that the first ten years | lived there, 15 said-- threwthat out. So what are we supposed to do?
16 water was a lot nore consistent than it is today as far as 16 | mean there is another gentleman here |'mpretty
17 the highs and the lows. Snce this place has been built, the 17 sure he's going to speak tonight that he's been flooding out
18 highs come up a ot quicker, and it seens like our |ows 18 and he said he was a hobby farmer and he didn't count.
19 really get low conpared to what it used to be like for the 19 So -- and like | said, these drains are not good
20 first ten years that | lived there. 20 for this. M grandfather originally hunted in around the
21 But ny concernis are they going to take care of -- 21 marsh that's being drained. That water was dug out -- that
22 are they going to dredge, or are we just talking bridges 22 ditch was dug by a horse and scrapers to put back in. So
23 today? Because that was ny understanding, it was going to 23 this land, ny land wes originally farmed by one of the other
24 happen this summer, they were just taking taking -- waiting 24 couples here, we knewthem And they're -- well in fact
25 for bids. 25 their farmused to be part of this, here right here

Page 19 Page 21
1 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLCK:  Thank you. | 1 And she used to wal k -- VanCanpen, she used to wal k
2 can't answer that question. 2 across and sit under the trees in front of ny house today
3 | think the petition that we're addressing, | don't 3 bringing her dad and her brothers neals for plow ng property
4 believe dealt wth the dredging issue, didit? 4 there
5 VWTER RESOURCES W JCE BUSH V¢ caninclude it. 5 So | nean there is alot of problens in here, and
6 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLCK: You can i ncl ude 6 yes, it could be solved. Nunber one, these dans are not wide
7 it, but that was not part of the petition at this point, was 7 enough openings to let the water go through
8 it? 8 Wien we got high water, we got as much as five to
9 VATER RESORCES COMW JCE BUSH It i's nai ntenance. 9 eight inch difference fromone side to the other side of the
10 BOARD CHA RVAN R CH VANDER KLOK:  Mai nt enance, 10 dam The openings are not big enough.
11 okay, yes. Sothenit would be. 1 They do not pul | the damboards al| the way out to
12 MR BRAD PAULSEN  Ckay. 12 the bottomto flush the systemout.
13 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLCK:  Good,  anyone 13 So | hopefully, nyself, | personally woul d just
14 else? 14 assure these dans were out of here because the peopl e that
15 Qone forwerd, please, state your name, address. 15 arein charge of themdo not want to take proper control of
16 There is a gentlenman just ahead of you, sir. 16 them
17 UNKNOM SPEAKER  It'' s okay. 17 And that's all | got to say.
18 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLCK:  Wio wants to be 18 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLCK:  Ckay, thank you.
19 first? | think he's letting you. 19 Yes, sir? Next?
20 M RON DEMARD  Thank you. 20 If anyone el se would like to make a coment, you
21 M name is Ron DeVdard, | live at 13975 Port 21 can cone forward and be ready to go when this gentlenan is
22 Sheldon Road. And I'min the tougher part of this drain 22 finished.
23 commission, and we've been battling these control dikes here 23 M RCBERT KAHE H. M name is Robert Kahle. |
24 for as long as |'ve lived here. And 1've lived in here since 24 live at 14183 Deer Qove Drive.
25 1971 before they were ever put in. 25 M property, which contains ny residence, and in
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1 the back is wooded, and | |ive probably across Pine O eek 1 vater level go down back there. |'msure they got paid for

2 fromM. Paulsen who spoke earlier. Somewhere very near him 2 that.

3 And the problemthat | amhaving is this. Wen ve 3 But you've got tree line and yards on both sides

4 moved into the home we're in now and took control of the 4 mch of the length and it's a difficult areato get to. But

5 property we have, it was 22 years ago last month. V¢ had in 5 1'dlike to see spoils actually dug out and removed and put

6 that first sunmer, and particularly in Septenmber, |"mnot 6 the level of the thing back down where it was 22 years ago

7 going to know for sure, but a horrendous amount of rainin 7 when | noved in.

8 \ést Mchigan, infact it washed out part of US 31 up near 8 Thank you.

9 Ludingtoninthat tine. | had a hard tine planting and just 9 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLXK: Thank you.

10 being abl e to now because of the continuous rain we seened to 10 I's there anyone el se who woul d |ike to make a

11 have for nonths. And | had no flooding problens in those 11 comment? Just cone forwerd, state your nane and address, and

12 days what soever. 12 if you are living in that drain --

13 Afewyears later they did have a dredging of it in 13 M5 LISA TURKSTRA M nane is Lisa Turkstra. |

14 the summer. And | noted that in the area between Rley 14 live at 4260 North 160th Avenue.

15 Sreet and Quincy that there didn't seemto be any spoil 15 | found out when | read the letter today that | am

16 removed. The people that came along and did the work on the 16 part of the HrlemDrain district. Afewyears ago | was

17 ditch, the whole length, just seemed, especially behind ny 17 part of the Park Vst Drain District. Sol was really

18 place, just seened to have tanped things down and rounded it 18  shocked when | got ny letter.

19 out. Sothey didn't actually renove any sedinent that woul d 19 M questions here are nore procedural because |

20 have cone fromupstreamover sone years. 20 lived through the nightnare that was the Park Viést Drain.

21 And shortly thereafter on June the 8th in 2008 -- 21 And | seen how these petitions grow and grow and expand and

22 |'msorry, on June the 7th, that evening, and into June 8th 22 include nore things and include nore people.

23 we had alot of rain. If | recall right there was about 14 23 So what |'mhoping to get tonight is assurances

24 inches of rain measured sonewhere up near st Qive. 24 that this project will be linited to maintenance and what the

25 And at that point intime for the first tine | 25 engineers have proposed, and not some grand plan to nove
Page 23 Page 25

1 think ever, ny residence got flooded, you know into the 1 drains, connect drains and use ditches that are dug by

2 basement. And | noted that there were puddles that came 2 farmers years ago to becone part of a drainage system

3 up-- after the rain vas done, a fewdays later, | had water 3 | do not want to live through this again. It is

4 cone seemngly fromunderground into an area of the yard up 4 not part of ny health, welfare or convenience to go through

5 near ny hone, and then just because of hydraulic pressure, 5 another project like the Park Wst Drain.

6 come up through the floor and cracks and so forth that are in 6 | don't know how often a decision is nade to nove

7 the basenent. 7 people fromone drainage district to another, but | hope in a

8 Now days any time you get two -- we get two inches 8 fewyears vhen they have to fix the Park Vst Drain | don't

9 of rain, | get pretty -- pretty close, two inches of rain or 9 get another letter to have to cone to a meeting.

10 anymore, 1'mgoing to get that condition, you know severity 10 ['min the HarlemDrain, |'mstaying there.

11 depending on how nuch water has cone out of the sky, of 1 Thank you.

12 course, and howlong it takes to drain back out through the 12 BOARD CHA RVAN R CH VANDER KLXK  You' re el cone.

13 basenent floor. 13 Anyone el se like to come forward, state your nane

14 But if thisthing-- | was here because like the 14 and address and nake a comment.

15 previous gentlenan noted, we got a notice earlier in the year 15 M JON SCHEFFLER  H, ny name is John Scheffler.

16 that they were going to come al ong and do surveying and 16 | live at 363 Fourth Avenue, Holland M chi gan.

17 peopl e woul d be coning back to give us estinates of their 17 | have the issue with, they put a newroad inin

18 costs for doing a job of dredging this between Rley and 18 My of 2017, and now al| the water cones down the road and

19 Quincy. 19 drains in ny driveway, through ny -- between ny house and ny

20 | haven't heard or seen a thing of any activity 20 garage. And the drainis on the opposite end of the street,

21 regarding that. But 1'djust like to state that if they 21 but it's flooding ny -- it's really bad. It's like a river

22 actually do this, 1'd like sonebody in the county that works 22 every tine it rains.

23 for adrain commssioner that's got some sort of 23 | was excited to get this Harlemthing because |

24 responsibility to see that they actually cone along and dig 24 thought naybe this was a contact fromJoe or Bob Russell at

25 the thing out and remove it so that it will drainand et the 25 the road commission because they were going back and forth,
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1 not wanting to talk to me about this situation. 1 right in our backyard. Everyone's trash, everyone's
2 So | just hope I'mput on this drainage or 2 retaining boards that they have put in, have given way and
3 something because right now | have to put sandbags because 3 they all flowed into our backyard.
4 stuff is flooding ny backyard. 4 And | don't knowwhat to do. | don't know who to
5 | have kids, 1've had people fall inny driveway in 5 conplainto. But it needs to be graded so that it's even
6 winter. Then when it thaws out -- it's so bad in the 6 throughout the whol e subdivision and so that it can drain
7 wintertime | have to put sandbags because stuff is flooding. 7 away sonewhere because it's just sitting there.
8 So | would like someone to contact me to see if | can be put 8 | have grandchildren and now with the EEE thing
9 inthedrain | don't know It'sreally bad So before | 9 going on, I'mvery concerned.
10 have to take it to another level -- it's been alnost like two 10 S | don't know -- this water has to draininto one
11 years, they say they're busy and they' Il get back with ne, 11 of those drainage easenents that you were tal king about, so
12 but | haven't heard anything. 12 I"mhoping that maybe the drain commssioner can cone out and
13 BOARD CHA RVAN R CH VANDER KLGK:  John, did you say 13 look back there and see what's going on, because as you can
14 you are a part of this HrlemDrain? 14 seeinthe pictures, it's not good
15 M JOHN SCHEFFLER  Yes, they sent this to ne. 15 And this is ny whol e subdivision, that's just not
16 BOARD CHA RVAN R CH VANDER KLXK | thought that's 16 ny yard.
17 vhat you said. 17 So ' msure nany of you have driven down Quincy and
18 M JON SCHEFFLER  Yeah, | didn't know | 18 have seen the lake in ny front yard.
19 thought it was sonething they were going to contact ne to fix 19 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLCXK:  Ckay.
20 it. And | thought, oh, I'mfinally getting sonething. But | 20 M. RTAHRN Thank you.
21 quess everybody is getting this HarlemDrain. 21 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLXK: Thank you.
22 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLCK:  Ckay, thank you. 22 Anyone el se who woul d like to nake a comment ?
23 Anyone el se? Yes, ma' an? 23 Those of you who are getting up, just come on
24 M. RTAHRN H. M nareis Rta Hron | 24 forward and we'll forma line.
25 live at 13758 Quincy Sreet, west of 136th and before 142nd. 25 M RONBCRR Ron Borr, 519 Douglas Avenue, al so
Page 27 Page 29
1 And every time -- we've been |iving there since 1 known as Gtawa Beach Road
2 '94. FBvery time we get a heavy rain, our whole front yard is 2 Technically | guess |'mpart of the drain but
3 just like flooded, | mean you can see in the pictures there, 3 liveonflat land and it's all sand so | really don't know
4 and our backyard. 4 vhether it affects me or not.
5 Now when we built, they said there was going to be 5 But | have a question on procedure. It was said
6 an easenent back there. | called the drain commssioner when 6 that thisis aresult of arequest fromsomeone to do work?
7 we vere having issues, our craw space is flooding, our water 7 BOARD CHA RVAN R CH VANDER KLXK:  Joe can answer
8 heater is down there and our heater. So every tine ve get 8 that.
9 flooding in the cran space, everything goes out. V¢ have to 9 M RNBIR | used to be an accountant with
10 punp it out because we don't have a sunp punp. V¢ didn't 10 government contracting and | always thought that there had to
11 know e were going to have this issue when we first built. 11 be witten requests fromsonebody requesting sonething to be
12 Vié are so worried with the continuous rain and the 12 done. And was that done --
13 saturated ground that our walls mght start to give. That's 13 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLXK: Yes.
14 going to be very expensive to repair. 14 M RINBRR And what was the witten request?
15 M concern is when | called the drain commssioner, 15 BOARD CHA RVAN R CH VANDER KLQK: A petition vas
16 | think it was back in 2008, | was told that | had to contact 16 submitted but if Joe wants to, | think he woul d reaffirmwhat
17 ny association. And I'mlike, vell where is that? Hwdo I 17 | just said that there was a petition fromthe four
18 get a hold of then? 18  townshi ps
19 S0 in other words they couldn't do anything for ne. 19 VATER RESOURCES OO JCE BUSH  That's correct.
20 The easenent that's in our backyard runs all the 20 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLCK:  That peti ti oned
21 way through everyone's backyard and everyone has kind of 21 inorder to have a Board here
22 altered that. They've kind of filled it inandit's just 22 M RINBCRR Is there a copy of that petition
23 kind of like alittle slope. 23 available?
24 V¢ have never touched ours. But because our sits 24 VWATER RESORCES OO JCE BUSH V¢ have it.
25 the deepest, because everyone el se has filled, it all pools 25 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLXK: " msure that
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1 they have it. 1 docurented by an engineer formthat they were not.
2 M RONBORR Because | didn't -- | get technical. 2 And Joe Bush has al| themrecords. And all that
3 VATER RESOLRCES OOM JCE BUSH  Yes, we have it. 3 docunentation that these dans, even when they're in their
4 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLXK:  There vas a 4 normal operating height in the summer, does not hurt these
5 petition by those four townships. 5 people.
6 M RNBIR By the four townships? 6 Now the dams need to be replaced because the sheet
7 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLCK:  Qorrect. 7 metal isrusting out. And there is also a big concern, there
8 M RNBIR Not just one of them 8 isadamup west of Allendale on that highway that a
9 BOARD CHA RVAN R CH VANDER LXK Qorrect . 9 gentlenan drowned in putting these boards in by hinself.
10 M RONBORR  Thank you. 10 And so we're hoping that in the repl acement of this
1 BOARD CHA RVAN R CH VANDER KLXK  You' re el cone. 11 damstructure that we woul d get sonething nore safe so --
12 Yes, sir? 12 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLCK: Ckay.
13 M GRY DREYER Yes, ny name is Gary Dreyer, 13 M GARY DREYER |'ve been part of that for all
14 14034 Van Buren Street. 14 those years, and it would be a disaster if those dans were
15 | live inthe draindistrict, | farmin the drain 15 ot replaced by the proper methods.
16 district. Actually I've farmed there for in excess of 50 16 BOARD CHA RVAN RICH VANDER KLXK Ckay.  Thank you,
17 years, pushing 60. 17 Gry.
18 The dans are absol utely necessary. It's a 18 Anyone el se that would like to cone forward and
19 no-brainer. | know not everybody agrees. 19 nake a comment?
20 But back in 1975 we were flooded out pretty 20 M QRTCARN: H. Mnameis Qut Crini,
21 regular. And speaking with the drain commissioner and ot her 21 address is 665 st Qive Road.
22 farmers it was decided to deepen -- or cleanout the drain. 22 Vé're trying to plant a blueberry farmthere, and
23 Not just clean it out but deepenit, and this was in 1975. 23 the water is so high, the water table, that we can't plant.
24 And prior tothat time there -- the damthat's in 24 It's always flooding. So ny request woul d be that they woul d
25 by the township park, there was a damthere before that, and 25 clean out the ditches.
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1 the gentlenan vho |ives there is in this audience. 1 | do think the dans serve a purpose. | woul dn't
2 And that dam he told me this norning, was put in 2 want to see themremoved. But it would be nice if they woul d
3 likein 19 -- in the '40s, 1940s. 3 bealittle bigger. And whenit rains hard, if they would be
4 So ny point is when this petition went around it 4 lowered sooner so the water can get out and just work it that
5 was to deepen the drain with water controlled measures as 5 vay.
6 necessary. And that's where we went fromthere. 6 Thank you.
7 I"mthinking about three of the road bridges vere 7 BOARD CHA RVAN R CH VANDER KLGK:  Thank you.
8 taken out and | owered. A couple of themhad culverts put in 8 I's there anyone el se who woul d like to make a
9 and lowered. And the dam-- or the ditch was deepened as 9 coment?
10 much as three feet. 10 Yes, sir?
1 Now the bl ueberry farners said, whoa, this is going 1 M GRY KELER M nane is Gy Keller, | live at
12 torealy hurt us because you're | owering the water table. 12 15742 Ryan Drive. And | do live in this drainage district
13 So then the drain comm ssioner put in there water 13 which, like the young | ady that spoke before, | was surprised
14 control neasures as necessary. And that's where these dans 14 because | was originally part of Park Vst Drain, and went
15 come in. 15 through al | those hearings, went through all that procedure.
16 So if you go out and take these dans out, you 16 And so all of the sudden | amnowin HarlemDrain
17 actually have to put three feet of dirt back in the whole 17 and I'msurprised by that.
18 drain, or otherwise everybody is going to be under drain and 18 But what |'d like to dois a more procedural
19  people think they got a problemnow anybody who says they're 19  comment and that is to make sure that if this commission, or
20 going -- they got too much water right now because the dans 20 if this panel decides to go forward, that there is afinite
21 arein, are going to be worse off if you put three feet of 21 point to be made as to what's going to get done and what's
22 dirt back in. 22 going to be noved ahead.
23 Now there was al so a study by the engineer from 23 Because after the Park Vést thing, it changed
24 this past summer, and sone of the peopl e who are expressing 24 alnmost daily, and we never knew where we were until it was
25 concern whether or not the dans were hurting them it was 25 finally decided. And then it was too |ate.
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1 So anyway, |'d like to know-- I'd like to see the 1 things out, but the drain needs to be maintained, not
2 petitions that were submtted, and what they vere 2 necessarily inproved
3 specifically asked about; and secondly, nake sure that if 3 And | still have that 40-foot log in the drain
4 this panel decides to go forward, that we have a pretty 4 |'vegotittiedupsoit won't nove. | triedto cut part of
5 precise idea of what's going to get done and when and how 5 it off inthe water about four feet deep and I'mnot going to
6 Thank you. 6 get drowned in that creek. So | think somebody has to take
7 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLXK: Ckay.  Thank you 7 care of that |og
8 very much. 8 BOARD CHA RVAN R CH VANDER KLXK: Ckay, thank you.
9 I's there anyone el se who woul d |ike to make a 9 I's there anyone el se who woul d |ike to make a
10  comment ? 10  conment ?
1 Just a second, this lady. You may have the last -- 1 If you do, please cone forward. You can cone right
12 well it mght be the last word, we'll see. 12 up and stand in line
13 M. GHRSROHA  (hris Rocha, 14728 Anchor Court. 13 I's there anyone el se after these two gentlenen who
14 M thing is that these people really have issues 14 would like to make a comment? If you woul d, please come
15 and | don't have a problemwith that. 15 forward so that we can assess how nany nore we're going to
16 The thing is if the township is going to pay for 16  have before we terninate public.
17 the vatershed, so they already know what the cost is. And 17 @ ahead, sir
18 all our taxes constant!y go up and constant!y go up. 18 M GRYHLT. M naneis Gry Hit. | live at
19 | would |ike the people that have been up there 19 6220 - 144th Avenue on the north end of the HarlemDrain
20 that really have a problemto dedicate it just to that area 20 | ve been opposed to these dans for the last forty
21 and then work forward. Because if you go to everybody, 21 years. | farmthem |'malways conplaining about too mich
22 that's going to be lengthy, as far as shutting down roads and 22 vater
23 what not, you know But | do think that we should, Iike 23 The dans, you know have been nanaged, you know
24 heing at this neeting, have a chance to vote when it comes to 24 prinarily by a couple of farmers for the benefit of those
25 the certain parcels that you do so much at a tine, soit 25 farmers. They are on the Board, they manage the dans

Page 35 Page 37
1 isn't such a big cost to everybody el se. 1 according to their needs
2 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLXK: Thank you. 2 And " ve worked with four drain commssioners, the
3 | do believe that Joe Bush nentioned that Park, 3 most recent one | got to admt has been the best as far as
4 Qive and Hol I and Townshi p have agreed to cover costs. | 4 helping me nanage water on and off ny property
5 think Port Sheldon was still deciding because of the -- 5 | do not feel these dans are necessary anynore. |
6 anyway, the proxinity and the drainage district and so forth. 6 knowwe heard fromthe gentlenan talking about when they were
7 I's there anyone el se before we hear fromthe 7 established fifty years ago, but things have changed
8 engineer? Is there anyone el se who would like to make a 8 dramatically
9 coment? 9 | never flooded in ny barns up until the last few
10 Yes, sir? 10 years. And all the people that |'mhearing about down south
1 M MRONHEE M naneis Mrion Heve. | live 11 of here that have all this erosion and erratic water flow
12 at 13900 Fox Trail Drive. 12 problens, | can attest that the drains have been a ot more
13 You' ve heard fromtwo other people in our area on 13 erratic than they' ve ever been because of all the
14 Deer Creek and Fox Trail Court. 14 inprovenents that have happened around here
15 | moved there thirty years ago and when | noved 15 There used to be another southern route for water
16  there ny backyard woul d flood about hal fway fromthe creek to 16 which was the Qranberry Drain.  And this subdivision that
17 the house. That hasn't happened for the last tuenty years, 17 we'restanding infilled it in and they dunped it into their
18 so | have no water problem no problemwith flooding. 18 pond. And they al so have a water control structure they
19 | do have a problemwith the drain naintenance. 19 built into the drain
20 Wen | cane hone fromHorida on April 5, | found a 40-foot 20 | amof the opinion that because there is only a
21 loginny creek. And | have quite a bit of curves going in 21 handful of people that benefit fromthese drains, the
22 there (indicating), and | was told the drain commssioner was 22 myjority of people are -- well | can't say the najority.
23 going to cone and clean the drain out. 23 There is 5600 letters sent out, so probably the najority are
24 | haven't seen anybody in that drain for the Iast 24 neutral init.
25 five years. | see themgo down once in awhile and check 25 But there is probably nore people affected
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1 adversely by the dans than are beneficial by the dans. 1 MB. PHYLLIS LANESEY: M nane is Phyllis Lanesey
2 Hovever, the people that benefit fromthe dans al so 2 | live in Bay Madows, 981 Bay Rdge Drive. And | had no
3 own aheck of alot of the land around here. And back in the 3 ideal was near the HarlemDrain.
4 '70s, it probably was prudent for themto have the prinary 4 So therefore | started out being interested in this
5 voice. But | think in this day and age things have changed. 5 because | thought |'d have an assessment, and | wanted to
6 Bven in ny fields, when they put the road through 6  know how much it woul d be and why | needed it, why the drain
7 of all things, 144th, they raised it six feet. And it used 7 needed to be taken care of.
8 to be the water would run across the road and just kind of 8 And | discovered that these -- the engineer --
9 make its way into the swanps. And it would never even get 9 thought the petition was very unclear, what you said to us in
10 near ny house. Nowwe have huge anounts of water and then no 10 the mail was very unclear as to what we were going to hear
11 water. 11 tonight
12 The other thing that's changed dranatically froma 12 | thought that the engineer was yet to study why
13 farning perspective is all of the irrigation that people have 13 these things need to happen, the drains, why they needed to
14 put in. Back inthe '70s | agree they needed water control 14 be taken care of, inproved, automated, that sounds very scary
15 for their blueberries and for their crops. In this day and 15 to ne, and very expensive
16 age they've got center pivot irrigation. 16 But now you're saying that three of the things are
17 | can stand in front of ny ditches and within three 17 going to pay for them
18  days they' ve sucked those ditches dry. | never used to have 18 S I'msaying that the argunent here tonight
19 dry ditches in the sumertime. And now we have dry ditches 19 probably isn't over noney, it's over the possibility of the
20 every year. As soon as those center pivot irrigations cone 20 dans that are causing sone of this problem
21 on, the water table drops like a rock. 21 So |'ve witten sonething here that says, the
22 So | guess | really question the need to even do 22 necessity of maintenance inprovenent neans nore to the people
23 anything with these dans. | guess ny perspective woul d be 23 that use the water for irrigating than those that are harmed
24 the people that are adversely affected by it would benefit 24 by the water because of flooding. They have nore invested
25 fromnot having the dans there period. 25 interest inthis
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1 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLCK: Ckay. 1 The mgjority of the large area of all of the people
2 Thank you, Gary. 2 here probably are not interested in whatever you do, and it's
3 Anyone el se. 3 noney, that's why they're here
4 Yes ma' an? 4 But now we discover noney isn't the issue, it's the
5 M. CARL HRRS H. I'mCarol Harris, 450 North 5 drains that are the issue, and the dans that are the issue
6 Division Avenue. 6 So ve have two canps, those who need vater want to
7 And 1"mnot exact|y sure what this whole thingis 7 control the dams according to the seasons, and the need for
8 about, but | see that -- because | couldn't find this place. 8 flooding in the spring, they want it to stop comng onto
9 | vent around the whol e subdivision at 19 mles an hour, that 9 their land so they can plant their seeds on time. |
10 was quite fruitless. | finally ended up going through a back 10 understand that. |'ma farmer's daughter. Thus they close
11 road that was just mud. 11 the darms to hol d back the water which floods the north corner
12 Anyhow, | do see in this that 1'min the district 12 of 144th Avenue where M. Gary Holt |ives
13 that is going to be paying for this project, and paying 13 And if this happens in an extra amount of rain, it
14 upkeep onit, and | don't see any benefit to ne. 14 also can cause hasenent flooding in all of these subdivision
15 And | feel like the last man spoke that a lot of 15 areas, like the one that was just up here and said it wes a
16 peopl e who have noved into all of these new subdivisions and 16 nightmare. And it also night include the water risingin
17 so forth may be the ones that are benefiting nore than the 17 Pine Qeek Bay, which we know cannot happen.
18  common people who -- 1've lived here thirty years, just about 18 So in the sumer they open the ditch, and lots of
19 thirty, and I've never had any probl ens whatsoever. And | 19 water flowin after they planted their seeds. Nowthe
20 don't feel | shoul d have to pay extra taxes for sonething | 20 irrigating people need the water to run those big machi nes
21 just sinply can't afford. 21 that's going to use the water, and the drain goes down
22 ["'mretired, I'malone. Sothereis ny take onit. 22 exponentially fast
23 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLXK: Ckay.  Thank you, 23 So the control of the dams is in the hands of a
24 Carol. 24 few
25 Next ? 25 The other canps, the little farners --
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1 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLXK: Goul d you wrap it 1 V¢ had to like basically drill a couple of boards

2 up? 2 intothe damthis year that had holes intoit. Qe of the

3 MB. PHYLLIS LANESEY: (Ckay. VeIl then | feel this 3 Deyersand | actually had to just kind of patch it

4 petition needs nore review It sounds as though the engineer 4 oursel ves.

5 has already said about the drains, | think it needs nore 5 The peopl e upstream | do feel for them But |

6 review before you can continue to do this. 6 agree with what the gentlenan said earlier fromwhat ny

7 And another neeting should be held or -- what I'd 7 grandparents said, ny father said, that it used to always

8 liketoseeis to have soneone fromthe -- both parties 8 flood, they said they used to fish there.

9 represented on this engineering study. Have the engineer 9 So | can understand if they would like to farmit.

10 work with Gary Hol't or some of those others that know what 10 But | would refer to the study that was done earlier this

11 they're doing so there is doubl e representation. Thus far | 11 year that states that the dams are being used at a proper

12 have not seen this. 12 level, that they have no inpact whatsoever on the people

13 BOARD CHA RVAN RICH VANDER KLXK Ckay.  Thank you. 13 upstream

14 I's there anyone el se who woul d |ike to speak? 14 | know they woul d disagree with me, but a study is

15 Yes? 15 astudy sothat's kind of what it is.

16 M TOMWLTERS. TomWélters, Qive Township 16 BOARD CHA RVAN R CH VANDER KLXK:  Thank you, Luke.

17 Supervi sor. 17 I's there anyone el se?

18 Qur Board put this through as a resol ution because 18 MR DON BERGVAN  Don Bergnan, 62 Sun R dge Drive.

19  of, nunber one, for safety sake. 19 And I"mjust curious, with a lot of this flooding,

20 In the spring tine when you do have the high rains, 20 thereis alot of lowground around here and is this because

21 if there are boards in the dans, it is a dangerous situation 21 of the devel opnent in areas that really should not be

22 that we have going on out here, plus the fact that these dans 22 devel oped? And that's a question for the township peopl e

23 are deteriorating. 23 that are here.

24 Vé're looking at it fromthe fact that we can get 24 Wien you' re approving devel opnents, think twce

25 them-- where | can get on the dam crank them | nean 25 about what that water table is and what's going to happen to
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1 potentially they can control the water | would say easier 1 those people down the road when they get a big flood.

2 through tine. So when we do have high rain periods, it woul d 2 Thank you.

3 alowthe farners, instead of getting into these ditches and 3 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLXK: Yes, okay, thank

4 trying to pull boards manually, without potentially drowning 4 you.

5 thenselves, | think our Board felt this was a necessity to 5 I's there anyone el se?

6 keep noving forward to get these dams replaced, if necessary. 6 Seeing no one, then we'll close this.

7 As far as 144th, Port Sheldon area, | understand 7 I'Il nake a motion to close the public hearing.

8 the concerns. Qur farmis actually just north of there, on 8 Support ?

9 the north end of this thing. And honestly, since I've 9 BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRURSEMA  He vants to say

10 been -- | was bornin '65 so !l wasn't therein'70, | don't 10 somet hi ng.

11 renmenber too much in '70 anyway. But that land is a lowarea 1 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLAK: W' [ | have him

12 north of these dans, it always has been. And it's always had 12 speak after.

13 water on them Gowng up that's pretty mich the way it's 13 BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRURSEME  (kay.

14 been. 14 I'Il' nake a notion that we adjourn.

15 S that's really all | had to say. 15 BOARD CHA RVAN R CH VANDER KLXK: Mot adj ourn.

16 BOARD CHA RVAN R CH VANDER KLQK:  Thanks, Todd. 16 Qdose public coment. Thank you.

17 I's there anyone el se? 17 S0 the engineer has been feverishly taking notes.

18 Yes, sir? 18 S0 he has sone coments that he can nake.

19 M LWEDWRES H. [|'mLuke DeVries, 15000 19 G ahead.

20 Barry Sreet. |'mone of the farners that actually controls 20 ENG NEER DAN FREDR XS | just want to make one

21 the dans with Dreyers. 21 brief comment specifically regarding the people that live in

22 V¢ desperately need these dans to be updated. V¢ 22 Park Vst Townshi p.

23 need themthere for not just our community, for our farnming, 23 As part of this project in order to go forward we'd

24 but for countless jobs, countless dollars that goes back into 24 ook at revising the drainage district boundary. So as ve

25 the township. 25 said before the last time that the district was |ooked at was
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1 essentially in 1989, almost thirty years ago. Cbviously 1 farmers or for the residents?

2 there was a petition, a project done in the Park st Drain 2 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLCK: | think both.

3 not too long ago. 3 BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRURSEMX | amasking the

4 So we'd be making sure that -- that the drainage 4 engineer. | want his opinion.

5 district accurately reflects the contributing watershed and 5 ENG NEER DAN FREDR KS | nean | would say it

6 we're natching adjacent drainage district boundaries. 6 depends on who you're talking to here.

7 So theoretically if you live in Park Vést, you 7 For ne to give you a scientific answer, we'd have

8 should either be in Park Vst or the HarlemDrain. Q if you 8 togoout there and do engineering. V@ haven't done any

9 have a hig enough piece of property it's possible, say a 9 level of engineering study or design at this point.

10  40-acre piece of property and right on the watershed divide, 10 The firmthat did the previous study was a

11 you have mght have 20 acres in Park Vst and 20 acres in the 11 different engineering firmthan us. V¢'ve reviewed their

12 Harlem But you're not going to be doubl e assessed for that 12 work and their conclusion at that point was the effects of

13 same piece of property. 13 the control structures are localized and that it would not

14 So just if there was any concerns for peopl e who 14 have inpacts as far upstreamas M. Hlt's property.

15 thought they were in a different drainage district, that 15 That's what that summary was. But we have not done

16 woul d be revieved as part of this process if the petition 16  an independent analysis. |'mlimted on what | can derive at

17 goes forvard. 17 this point, short of the testimony that you heard fromthe

18 BOARD CHA RVAN R CH VANDER LXK Ckay, thank you. 18 individual s here today.

19 Nowit's our tine as a Board to discuss these 19 BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRURSEMX o the repair of

20 comments and as the Chair, | nade several notes, and al so 20 the dans would be of a benefit to alot of people?

21 vhen the engineer was giving his report. 21 ENG NEER DAN FREDR (KS. Potentially. And | think

22 And based on the comments for ne that | heard, it 22 again hearing the conments nade, and we got to take into

23 seens to ne that the proposed naintenance and inprovenent of 23 account hoth parties and what's in the best interest for the

24 the HarlemDrain as petitioned on August 1, 2019, is 24 drainage district, | think there are certainly ways that we

25 necessary and conducive to the public health, convenience or 25 can better naintain and regul ate the flows and how those dans
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1 welfare of those within the HarlemDrain district. 1 are operated to inprove drainage.

2 And I'd be interested to hear Larry and Ron's 2 BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRURSEMX  (kay. (ne ot her

3 coments and -- but 1"l nake that a motion, if someone wants 3 question, has there been a ot of devel opment since 1989?

4 to support it. 4 (Audi ence responded. )

5 BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRURSEMA  I'11 support it. 5 BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRURSEMA | thought | knew

6 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLCK:  It"s been noved 6 the answer, you guys confirmed it.

7 and supported. 7 Ckay. Thank you.

8 BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRURSEMX  These dans, who 8 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLXK: Thank you.

9 arethey really benefiting? Wiy were they installed? 9 Don, go ahead.

10 Anyone? 10 BOARD MEVBER RN BRINK ~ Yeah. | woul d say, well

1 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLXK | think the 11 I"'mhearing just as muich about the dans as the creek has to

12 engineer said that they are control structures that were put 12 be maintained, has to be dredged. Everybody here said that

13 in. Sony sense of that is that they were put inin order to 13 it was backfilled, it wasn't taken care of.

14 control the flow-- the flowand level of water that comes 14 And on the dans, | think they're nore of a

15  through them 15 necessity, and in very poor repair, okay? If youdon't -- if

16 That's -- | believe that's -- 16 you're going to keep them which | assune we are --

17 BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRURSEMA | understand 17 UNKNOM SPEAKER V¢ can't hear you.

18 that, we have themin Georgetown also. But | wanted to know 18 BOARD MEMBER RN BRINK ~ Better now?

19 whoisit really benefiting? Wo are they really benefiting? 19 O the dans, they're in very poor repair. They

20 Isit the residents? | see alot of flooding, | hear alot 20 have to be either -- | guess replaced, okay? They can't

21 of flooding by a lot of people. But | also hear the farmers, 21 control themlike the new ones can be, okay.

22 they have to have the water. And | understand that the 22 And when you start talking about safety and people

23 farnmers are controlling the level of the dam or the water 23 replacing those planks -- the safety is a big thing, okay?

24 going through the dam 24 It's a dangerous situation right now in ny mnd.

25 And those are creating a problemfor who? The 25 So | would say that the dredging is as inportant as
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1 the dams, fromwhat |'mhearing the public say. 1 Ron?
2 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLCK:  Ckay, thank you. 2 BOARD MEMBER RINBRINK | vote yes.
3 | think I would just like to point out that the 3 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLXK:  Larry?
4 Board of Determnation, we've made a notion, we've supported 4 BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRURSEMA  Yes.
5 it that the inproved proposed naintenance and i nprovenent of 5 BOARD CHA RVAN R CH VANDER KLXK:  And Vander Kl ok
6 the HorlemDrain is necessary. V¢'re going to vote on that 6 votes yes.
7 inannute. 7 Thank you
8 But | want to say that this is the reason vhy we 8 VATER RESORCES QOW JCE BUSH Vel | thank you
9 would support this motion as a Board of Determination, 9 everyone for showng up on a Védnesday night. | appreciate
10 because now that gives the engineering conpany the direction 10 your tine and your concerns
11 to nove forvard with the Véter Resources Conmissioner in 1 Lisa, | knewyou were going to get up and talk
12 Qtawa County and the road commssion and all in order to 12 about Park Vést. V¢'ve had lots of discussions back in the
13 evaluate. And as | said, he was making copious notes of all 13 day, Park Township
14 your comments and so this gives themthe direction to nove 14 Again if you look at when it was revised -- the
15 forward wth that. 15 engineer is going to reviseit.
16 If we would say it's not necessary, then everything 16 Here is one of the issues that coul d happen, this
17 would stop. And as it was pointed out earlier, then they 17 Board, | could have had himspend 30, $40,000 on engi neering
18 could re-petitionin a year, if they determned to do that. 18 on this drain; you cone tonight and this Board says, not a
19 Andsol think I'mcorrect in making that statenent. 19 necessity. Quess what, | got a 30, $40,000 bill. | don't
20 And so, nenbers of the Board of Determination, | 20 knowwhat to do with it because they didn't see a project
21 would call for a vote. 21 necessary. Now|'mstuck
22 Al those in favor of the motion, signify by saying 22 So the engineer isonly linted to X anount of
23 aye. 23 money that | tell himbecause we don't knowif it's going to
24 BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRURSEMA  Aye. 24 pass based on this Board of Determination. So that's why we
25 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLXK  Aye. 25 didn't do a full-on eval uation of the drain fromthe

Page 51 Page 53
1 BOARD MEVBER RIN BRINK  Aye. 1 beginning to the end.
2 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLCK:  That i's carried. 2 And we took all your comments, Danis going to |ook
3 So ve have -- we do, | think, before we adjourn, 3 intoall of those issues, make phone calls and get back to
4 we'regoing toturnit over to Joe Bush, our VMéter Resources 4 those folks.
5 Commissioner, and he can nake a statement about the appeal 5 Again, | appreciate your time. Sone people say
6 process and he can al so discuss anything el se for 6 it's aprocess, and they're all about nunbers, who
7 clarification that maybe we've been unclear. And if we've 7 petitioned
8 been unclear about that then he can clarify for us. 8 It started out with one petition, Holland Township.
9 But just for nyself and the other two nmenbers of 9 | asked for area township petitions soit's not just one
10 the Board of Deternmination, | would like to thank all of you 10 sided. | figured they're all init together, all four
11 for comng. Qoviously you're show ng your interest and 11  townships petitioned. So | have those.
12 concern, whatever it might be. And so thank you very much 12 The petition language is maintenance. It's not
13 for comng and we appreciate that very mich. V¢ don't 13 technical |y adding a whol e new drai nage district fromacross
14 normally see this large of a group at a Board of 14 the county or anything. It's maintenance on the Harlem
15 Determination neeting, but we appreciate you being here. 15 Dain. Sothat's what the petition was for.
16 For those of you who nade comments, | took down 16 And all four townships petitioned. |f anybody
17 your names and your comments. V¢ appreciate that. 17 wants a copy of those, you're nmore than wel cone, | can send
18 So thank you for taking the tine. 18 themto you if you need thembecause we have them
19 Joe? 19 You heard one of the townships speak tonight, Qive
20 WATER RESOURCES OO JCE BUSH  Can you do a rol | 20 Township. Sothey're all onboard, and they all agree for the
21 call on your vote? 21 costs to be shared anongst the townships. The road
22 BOARD CHAI RVAN R CH VANDER KLCK:  (h, yes. 22 commission will pay for their percentage. The county, MXT
23 BOARD SECRETARY LARRY BRURSEMA | was going to 23 is apart of the HrlemDain, sois the railroad.
24 renind him 24 S all of those folks will be contributing to the
25 BOARD CHA RVAN R CH VANDER KL&K Rol | cal I 25 costs because their water does contribute to the Harlem
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Page 54

1 Dain
2 So there is an appeal process of tonight's meeting.
3 S0 you have ten days fromtonight if you appeal tonight's
4 rmeeting, that's a whole process, but if you feel that,
5 contact us, and if you want to appeal to the Grcuit Court --
6 Probate Gourt, I'msorry, and you can appeal tonight's
7 meeting if you feel necessary.
8 But again | appreciate everyone's tine.
9 There is -- | can talk to you afterwards because
10 public coment tine is done and |'msure everyone wants to
11 get out of here and get on with their evening.
12 So | appreciate everyone's tine. Thank you.
13 BOARD CHA RVAN R CH VANDER LXK Vi are adj our ned.
14 (BOD adj ourned at 7:15 p.m)
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
Page 55
1 CERTI FI CATI ON OF COURT REPORTER AND NOTARY PUBLI C
2 .
3
4 STATE OF MCH GAN )
5 ) SS
6 COUNTY OF MUSKEGON )
7
8 | certify that this transcript, consisting of 55
9 pages, is a conplete, true and correct record of the
10 testinmony of the BOARD OF DETERM NATION - HARLEM DRAIN, held
11 on Septenber 18, 2019.
12
13
14 DATE: Septenber 27, 2019
15 - T
16 muplt G;_\
17 MARJORI E A, COVEY, CSI; 2616
141 East M chigan Avenue, Suite 206
18 Kal amazoo, M 49007
1. 800. 878. 8750

19

Notary Public Expires: October 14, 2021, Miskegon
20 County, Mchigan/Acting in the State of M chigan.
21
22
23
24
25
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