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STATE OF M CH GAN
COUNTY OF OTTAWA

IN RE: LILAC DRAIN

BOARD OF DETERM NATI ON

Proceedi ngs commenced at 4:00 p.m, on Thursday,

April 25, 2024, at Georgetown Township O fice, Boardroom

1515 Bal dwi n Street, Jenison, Mchigan, held before Marjorie

A. Covey, CSR-2616, Certified Shorthand Reporter, RPR and

Not ary Public.

APPEARANCES:

M. Joe Bush, Otawa County Water Resources Comm ssioner
M. Shaun MclLarty, Chief Deputy
Ms. Tia Lesinski, Secretary

M. Ken Souter, Board Chairman

M. Mark Bennett, Board Secretary

M. Steve Bulthuis, Board Menber

M. Paul Forton, P.E., Spicer Goup

M. Noah Szott, P.E., Spicer Goup

M. Rob Blitchok, Georgetown Townshi p Superi ntendent
M. Justin Stadt, Assistant Georgetown Township

Superi nt endent

M. Jerry OQman, Otawa County Road Conm ssion
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Jeni son, M chi gan
April 25, 2024 - 4:00 p.m
PROCEEDI NGS

WATER RESOURCES COMWM JCE BUSH: Wl cone, everyone.
My name is Joe Bush, the Otawa County Water Resources
Conmi ssioner, also known as the Drain Conm ssioner. Sane
office, different title from2012.

Everybody is like, the water resources, the drain,
are you guys rel ated?

I'mlike, it's the same office, just a different
title that they gave ne back in 2012, or 2013, the County
Board of Conmi ssioners at that tine. So it's the sane
of fice.

| appreciate you guys com ng and taking the tinme
this afternoon to |learn about the Lilac Drain, Board of
Determnation. |'msure there is a |lot of questions.

Hopeful Iy you didn't get on Coopersville Infornmed

and try to find anything out because the facts m ght not be

so real in Coopersville -- or in the Georgetown | nforned.

Again, 1'Il start off by introducing sone people
that are here, and then I'Il kind of go into why we're here,
and then 1'lIl do an introduction of ny Board of

Determ nation. And then | can hand it off to themto run the
public hearing.

First we'll start out with introductions. W have
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Tia, who is ny secretary. She m ght have took a [ ot of your
phone calls. |'ve got Shawn, ny chief deputy, he's another
one that m ght have took sone of your phone calls.

We have Jerry O man here, he's fromthe road
comm ssion. And then we've got Robert here, he is the
superintendent of Georgetown Township. And then we have his
assistant, Justin, who is the assistant superintendent.

And then for the engineering firm who has been
ki nd of taking some investigation work into what the issues
are, or could be out there, we have Noah and Paul Forton from
Spi cer G oup.

And then according to state | aw and Drai n Code,
when | have a Board of Determ nation, or first when | receive
a petition, so the township petitioned nme because we had sone
concerns and some conplaints where the -- on the map of sone
flooding. And so when | received the petition, | have to
appoi nt three people, nen, wonmen, who are not affiliated with
Georget own Township. They're not board nenbers, they're not
pl anni ng comm ssion, nor do they |ive anywhere in Ceorget own
Townshi p. They have to live outside of the jurisdiction of
t he township.

And when | appoint, | really like to know who |'m
appoi nting, so | nake sure they understand Drain Code,
drai nage, and the purpose of today's neeting.

The purpose of today's neeting is for a
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determ nation, not a project, not a cost. W don't know any
i nformati on except we had issues out there. | think there

w || be some people tal king about sonme of the concerns and
issues they had in the Lilac Drain district area. But there
is no project. People are worried how we're going to pay for
sonmet hing, we don't even know what we're paying for, we don't
have a project.

Peopl e are aski ng about stormsewer. Well the
stormsewer is already in the road, so it's not like we're
going to replace the stormsewer as of now because from what
I"munderstanding, it's in pretty good shape. W m ght
canera some of it just to verify that.

But other than that, there is really no mgjor
issues wth the stormsewer that's already in there.

Most of the -- | want to say 90 percent of that
stormsewer is in the road right-of-way. There is sone
backyard drai nage, but it's pretty limted throughout the
whol e wat ershed or the whole district.

So when | got the petition, | have to appoint three
people, and | did that, and I'lIl do introductions here in
just a second. But | want to reassure everybody that they
are not affiliated with the township, or your neighbor, or
maki ng jurisdiction decisions when they don't even live in
the township. And that's by Drain Code.

If you ever get bored and you want to read Drain
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Code, it's pretty intense. It's good reading. But | do
follow that and that's why | have to appoint three people.

Again, their role is really just to hear the public
testinmony, you fol ks, and your concerns. A lot of tines when
we have these public hearings we find out there is nore
i ssues than what we know about because sonetines pipes get
buried, pipes get crushed. Sonetimes new property owners
think that pipe doesn't go anywhere and they bury it. O a
catch basin, they fill if in because they just don't know,
until they get a flooded basenment. And then it's like oh, |
did sonet hi ng bad.

So that's where we're at today. Everything that's
hi ghli ghted right now on the maps that were handed out, |
don't have any jurisdiction over any of that. The township
doesn't have jurisdiction. The road conm ssion doesn't have
jurisdiction, and I don't have jurisdiction over this
particular area or infrastructure

Wien | say jurisdiction, if you have to call the
road conm ssion, they're going to say, "That's not ours, cal
Joe. "

Vell they' Il call nme, and oh, | think there is a
few that can probably testify to this, and they're going to
go, "Call Joe." And I'll look at our GS, we have 1300
drains, so we have a lot of them but not this particular

area. W don't have any drains that's a county drain, so no
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jurisdiction.

And then you're going to call Rob or the township
or Joel fromthe BPWand go, "Hey, can you help us?"

And they'll say, "It's not ours either."

So who will help you? Well really there is not a
ot of help unless it becomes a county drain. And to becone
a county drain, it requires a petition, so that's why you
fol ks are here today.

Again, we don't have a project, we don't have a
cost. Right nowit's minimal. The first step is to see if
this board decides -- none of these board nenbers have been
out there, they don't know nmuch except it's probably an
orphan drain, that's why they' re here.

So they don't know -- they want to hear testinony,
and that's why we're here.

So we'll go ahead and do sone introductions to the
t hree panel board. To the far right is Steve Bulthuis. He's
t he townshi p manager of Holland Township. And he's been
through quite a few of these as far as his own township
adopti ng these orphan drains and having -- us having
jurisdiction.

In the mddle is Ken Souter. Ken Souter, and |
always get it wong, he's in Port Shel don Township, but he
wor ked for the road conm ssion for 38 years?

For 38 years, so he was in the engineering

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

department, so he totally understands drainage, Drain Code,
and he used to get the sanme calls that people would call and
go, "Hey, | have a problem™

And then on the left we have Mark Bennett, and he's
t he supervisor at Tall madge Townshi p.

So | usually pick | eaders who are fromtheir
muni ci palities, or organizations who understand drai nage,
drain code. And their process today is only to deternmine to

nove forward, "Joe, hey, this should be a county drain;" or

"We don't see this to be a county drain.” That's their job
t oday.

Once | give these gentlenmen the oath, they'll pick
a chair and secretary, and they'll run the neeting. And

everything will be public testinony as far as when you cone
up and there will be testinmony. And then they'll decide
later in the agenda, it's on there, whether it should be a
drain or not to nake that determ nation

Wien you cone up to the mc, please speak your name
loudly. Typically we have a court reporter at every one of
these. Qur court reporter that was com ng broke her leg, so
she could not make it. So we have these nmics that are being
recorded. So later down the road, | get the transcript.

To record these, via court reporter, it's not
required by law. | do that in case | forget, or we forget

what was said, who said, what did the board say, what did the
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townshi p, or the road conmm ssion, or the engineer say, or

what did | say. It holds everybody accountabl e because a
year fromnow we'll all forget who said what and how many
times.

| post it on ny website, and you can read it word
for word. So everything that's being said since | started is
going to be in a transcript froma court reporter. She can
do it renote fromour voices today.

So please cone up to the mc and, again, speak your
name, address, and your concern or question

Hey, we're very transparent. So whatever we can do
to help, we're here to provide any assistance that we can.

So again, once | give these gentlenen the oath,
they'll run the neeting. Any questions they have, they're

nore than happy to ask ne off to the side.

| don't have any sway. | don't tell these guys how
to vote because | already have 1300 drains. It's not |ike
['mlooking for work. But if it becomes a county drain, I'm

happy to provide the service down the road for the fol ks that
live in this drain district.

If you think you don't live in the drain district,
because we over-noticed, it's easier to over-notice than to
add you | ater and say, "Oh, we should have added that street
or that catch basin."

So we did an overall, and you could be not in the
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drain district. This is prelimnary, this is just what we
think it is. But we're pretty close, | think.

But again, if you think ny water doesn't get there,
we' re happy to send the engineers out and to revisit your
house personally to see if that's accurate or not. Because
we want to nake sure we over-notice just so people are aware
that you could be in the drain district; but if it doesn't
fit, we're happy to adjust it. Al right.

So thanks for your tinme. | don't think I m ssed
anybody for introductions.

But, Gentlenen, go ahead and please rise and raise
your right hand.

Do you each solemmly swear that you will faithfully
perform and di scharge the duties inposed upon you, as
required by law, as menbers of the Board of Determ nation,
appointed by the Gtawa County Water Resources Conm ssioner,
to determ ne the necessity to |ocate, establish and construct
the proposed Lilac Drain, located in Georgetown Charter
Townshi p, for the said county, Gentlenmen?

(Al Board Menbers said, "Aye.")

WATER RESOURCES COM JCE BUSH: Thank you

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER: First agenda item we have
to do is elect a secretary and a chairperson.

Do we have any nom nations?

BOARD MEMBER MARK BENNETT: | woul d make a notion
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t hat Ken Souter serve as chairperson for this Board of
Det er m nati on.

BOARD MEMBER STEVE BULTHUI S:  Support.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER: Moved and supported that
| serve as the chairman of the board.

Al in favor, say aye.

(Al'l Board Menbers said, "Aye.")

BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER  Qpposed?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Now we need a
secretary. | will make a notion that Mark serve as secretary
for this board.

Do | have support?

BOARD MEMBER STEVE BULTHUI S:  Support.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Moved and support ed.

Al in favor. Say aye?

(Al'l Board Menbers said, "Aye.")

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Opposed?

And the third thing 1'd like to take care of is for
the rules of public comment later. And that would be that I
woul d |Iike to make a notion that coments be limted to about
three mnutes per person. You can sunmarize War And Peace in
three minutes very easily, so we should be able to summari ze
what our problens are in that period of tine.

I'd like to nake a notion that we limt that to

t hree m nut es.
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BOARD MEMBER STEVE BULTHU' S:  |'Il| support that.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER: All in favor, say
aye.

(Al'l Board Menbers said, "Aye.")

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: First thing we're
going to do is find out what we're tal king about.

And, Paul, can you take care of that for us?

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: | hope | can

So thank you, Board. |'ve worked with sone of you
before, and others not so nuch. But for the folks in the
crowd nmy nane is Paul Forton from Spicer Goup. W're a
civil engineering group that works with county drain
conm ssioners all across the state.

So this one, at |east fromour perspective, is
pretty plain Jane. Joe already covered a |lot of the
information that | amgoing to cover. So a |lot of that
information for you guys, we covered a |lot of grounds. Let's
go through it maybe just a touch slower to nmake sure we're
all on the sane page as to why we're here.

And I'Il try to be short and sweet because | know

the weather is beautiful and the sun is shining.

So the first thing I'lIl talk about is |ocation
where are we, what are we tal king about, and why. ['Il give
a little background and history on that particular -- on this

drain, or proposed drain. W're going to |look at the
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drai nage district boundary nonentarily. And then we're also
going to look at some site conditions and inspections.

If you have ever been to a Board of Determ nation
nmeeting before, this one is going to be extrenely boring,
whi ch for those of you in the audience is a good thing.

Alot of time when | do these Board of
Det erm nation neetings, we're showi ng pictures of failing
ravi nes and massi ve anounts of erosion and sinkhol es
everywhere, and really expensive problens that, quite
frankly, nobody wants to deal with. And to be clear, that is
not the case here.

This is much different than what we nornally see.
So this is an application for a newdrain. So this is not an
exi sting county drain.

Now when | say new drain, for those of you in the
audi ence, Joe nentioned there is already an existing pipe
network. There is already pipe in the ground that drains the
roads and services that. But it's not a legal -- legally
establ i shed county drain. And the reasons that's inportant,
and Joe touched on this earlier, is the fact that he can't go
inand fix it. It's not in his jurisdiction

Miuch |i ke, you know, | use this exanple, so if a
tree falls on a road, the county road comm ssion can cone in
and cut that out of the way so the public can proceed.

Vell if atree falls in ny backyard, | have to cut
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it up, evenif it fell on to the road right-of-way in ny
yard, | have to cut it up

So in this case, if there is an issue on the drain,
Joe can't fix it because it's outside of his jurisdiction
So really this process today is primarily to take this, what
we call an orphan drain, and you heard Joe nention that
before, it's an orphan because nobody really has jurisdiction
over it.

And when we tal k about our stormwater, if you
haven't worked with the Water Resources Commi ssioner or a
drain conm ssioner in the past, that is the county entity
t hat works on these systens. But again, in order to do that,
we need to formalize the process to turn it into a county
dr ai n.

So we'll go through a couple of slides here, give
you guys sone information and then there will be tine for
questions for you and we'll go fromthere.

So I"'mnot sure |'ve ever been able to present at a
Board of Determnation and been this close to the site. So
we are -- the site is at the center of the red star, north of
Bal dwi n Street, south of Bower Street and east of 20th
Avenue. You can just about hit it with a baseball if you
have a really good arm It's just northeast of us where
we're sitting here, so you could hit it with a spud gun

pretty easily.
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Again, this is an application for a brand new
county drain. This is in contrast to that, sonetines we
receive petitions to work on existing county drain systens.

This one is different in that we're trying to
establish it through this process as a county drain. And the
wat ershed itself is about 150 acres. And | say about because
we, as Joe nentioned, we have not formalized that district
boundary.

So for the purposes of this nmeeting we sent out a
mai ling, and we tend to over-notify. Wy do we do that? Wy
woul d you send a letter to ne if ny water doesn't even drain
into this stormsewer that you' re show ng ne. The reason we
over-notify is because we want people to have good
i nformati on.

And fromwhat |'mhearing there is alittle bit of
maybe m sinformation that's being passed around. So |'m
real |y thankful that you fol ks are here today.

If you have nei ghbors tonight that you speak wth,
"Hey, | nmade it to the neeting, | know you didn't, this is

what's going on," we would really appreciate you
di ssem nating the good information that you hear tonight, so
that fol ks know what's goi ng on.

Wthin that notification boundary or that drainage

district boundary there are approximtely 400 parcels. So

that neans there is 400 different fol ks that we sent letters
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to. And, again, if you're on the fringe of that line, as Joe
mentioned earlier, we mght already know you' re not in, but
we still wanted to notify you anyway so that when all the

nei ghbors were tal king about what was going on, you had good
informati on as wel | .

The length of this drain is actually fairly
impressive. W're looking at 12,700 feet of storm sewer.
That's alnmost 2.4 mles of pipe network that is woven through
t he nei ghborhood. And we'll look at a map here in a m nute,
but that's pretty significant. For a relatively small area,
that's a fair anount of pipe.

Again this existing drain, for those of you that
have served on boards before, Joe Bush has open drains, which
are streans, and enclosed drains, which are tiles, or storm
sewers. And in this case we're working on a storm sewer, or
tal ki ng about a storm sewer.

The land use in this particular watershed is
residential 100 percent of the area. Maybe a touch of
industrial on the southwest side, but again, we're |ooking at
residential area.

So finally we get to the map, and on your way in
and feel free to get up and grab one if you'd like, if you
didn't see them But we have a map simlar to this on the
table there if you'd like to look a little bit closer,

because | realize the screen mght be a little bit hard to
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see.

But the blue lines that you see on the map there
are all existing stormsewers within this area. And the ones
that we highlighted in red would be the systemthat we're
tal ki ng about today to potentially establish.

And in general, the systemall flows froma
westerly direction to the east.

| apol ogi ze, CGentlenen, for blocking your view.
W' Il block Noah's views, because he already knows all this.

The storm sewers, again, they converge and foll ow
down and they flow fromthe west to the east, and they outl et
inthis particular area here before they travel off to the
east .

So the sunmation of this pipe network shown in red
is that 12,000 plus feet that we nentioned earlier

So this is the prelimnary district boundary |ine
that | spoke of earlier. Anybody that touches this purple
line or lives inside of that, would have received a notice of
today's neeting. And that is inportant so that the fol ks --
this is a transparent process. It actually drives sone
peopl e crazy that there is so many steps in the law that we
need to followto follow through on this process. But it's
transparent for a reason and that's so people can understand
what's goi ng on

So again 100 percent -- sorry, wong button. So
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100 percent storm sewer system here, there is not any open
drai nage portion of this. And it's all existing as it sits
t oday.

Now t here has been several requests for mnaintenance
over the years within this area. There are four stars that
you see on the map. The majority of those would include
si nkhol es that the road conm ssion has fixed, or calls have
come into Joe's office and he's worked with the township and
road conm ssion and Jerry's crews to address.

Wien peopl e think of sinkholes a |ot of tines you
t hink of these giant visions of massive anount of ground and
sonebody' s whol e house dropping in, or soneone's car dropping
in. In this particular instance, what these would | ook |ike
is maybe there is a catch basinin a curb line. And so when
t hat water goes down the curb line and it drops into one of
those cast iron grates down into the system maybe a little
sinkhol e forms around that.

And that cones when, you know, a joint mght go bad
in the pipe network, where the joints connect to a manhol e.
Sonetinmes that nortar and that grout can fall out and then
you start to see sand and material that gets pulled through
that hole. And as that pulls material away, it creates a
small little hole at the surface. And obviously those are
things we want to repair before sonebody parks their car on

the curb line and drops a tire in that hole.
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So | know for sure three out of the four of those
are just sinkholes that forned over the years. And again,
that's something that we do tend to see in storm sewer
networks of this size.

There is another star on there that was related to
alittle bit of excess water. And | didn't speak personally
with the | andowner, but ny understanding is there has been a
little bit of a wet issue in the backyard there, sone of

whi ch may have been addressed, and others have not.

So if you're here, and that's you -- okay, |'m
seeing a hand raised. | would really encourage you during
public comrent to conme up and provi de feedback, so we'll nake

sure you have a tinme so you can share your information with
t he board.

The inportant thing to note here is |I'man outsider
| ooking in. 1'mgoing to enphasize sonething, Joe, that you
mentioned earlier. W haven't surveyed anything. W haven't
desi gned anything. W haven't put anything on paper because
we're not even close to that part in the process. This is
the very first step of what that m ght be.

And really in this case, | don't anticipate needing
to do design, you know. This is nore of a televised, or
identify any issues that we have in this system if it's
found necessary. The process in this one wll be alittle

bit different, and I'lIl go over that in a little bit.
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But televise it, assess any existing conditions of
the pipe; if there is any issues, fix them And if not,
we're done. We're not looking at installing this anount of
pipe. It's, again, already in the ground.

Now this is normally the part of the presentation I
really enjoy because it's really exciting. |It's Iike, nan,
| ook at this house falling in, which is a terrible thing.

But it is nore entertaining than this.

So this is a picture of the downstream catch basin
and it's facing downstream | ooki ng down the pipe. Well, the
pi pe i s under the ground right about here, and it outlets
back there, so pretty exciting stuff. W'I|l see nore of the
sane.

You have a branch that goes off to the side here,
and anot her one here.

There are a few areas in the systemthough that I
can -- | can blow over the first three or four photos,
because they're all the same. |It's a pipe underground, it's
under pavenent.

There are two or three |ocations though that if you
| ook closely at the map, that do cut between homes. There
are several spots where we do | eave the road right-of-way.

It is within the platted easenent. So if you | ook at the
plat information, per your plat that established the

nei ghbor hood, there are easenents on each side of that
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existing pipe that's there.

And that greatly sinplifies the process |later on
But, in general, alnost everything is in the road with the
exception of those two or three |locations, and this being
anot her one. You can see the catch basin right in the back
corner against the fence. And this is the location I
mentioned earlier. This cane out of one of the inspection
reports that the county had and work they had done in the
past to | ook at a drainage issue here.

So one of the -- I'Il put the lawer hat on here a
l[ittle bit, sonmetines we have the drain | awers here to
present this. But a lot of fol ks ask, well what happens if
the board today, if you decide that it's not necessary, and
that there is nothing that needs to be done.

Vell if it's a "no" vote for you gentlenen tonight,
then there is not going to be a county drain established
here. And that neans that for all intents and purposes, if a
phone call came in, Joe's office can't address that issue.

It also nmeans that a new petition cannot be submitted to
Joe's office for a period of one year

So | knowthis is really exciting |egal stuff, but
if you read the Drain Code |ike Joe nentioned, he think it's
riveting, but if you' re having a hard tinme sleeping at night,
grab the County Drain Code and read it. It will knock you

out. Super riveting stuff.
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But if you guys find it's not necessary this
evening, we have to wait for a period of one year in order to
entertain a new petition.

If it is found necessary, the typical process is
engi neering and final design.

Again, in this case, unless we hear public comrent
that there is issues or concerns that we don't know about
t oday, you know, we don't anticipate needing to do a |ot of
engi neering and final design.

And that's inportant that we haven't done that yet.
A lot of people again with the Drain Code they conplain about
t hat process. You want to know t he answers, you want to know
how nuch it's going to cost. |'ma taxpayer too, | get it, |
have four boys that | feed and | understand.

Unfortunately, we don't have that information. And
the reason we don't, because if Noah and | spent days out
here anal yzing every little rock, crook and cranny, that
costs noney. And then if we get to this point in the process
and these fol ks vote no, well now we have all these dollars
to expend.

| mean at this point we just have a w ndshield tour
for you guys to have a basic idea what's going on in the
district. And | would encourage you, again, during public
comrent if there is drainage issues that you know of or are

aware of in the neighborhood that you live in, please |let us
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know. Because if there is a problem and we don't know about
it, then we can't fix it, okay?

So enough beating on that dead horse.

Property acquisition and easenents, again, | don't
see that as being a big issue on this one. W don't -- we
don't need additional easenents, if we're not putting pipes
in the ground that's outside the road right-of-way. And if
we identify an issue in the plated easenent, there is a
chance we could work on it with the easement we have on the
books.

So fromthat standpoint | don't anticipate a |ot of
effort related to that. Same with permtting, we're in a
storm sewer system it's in a nei ghborhood. W' re not
I npacting wetlands, we're not working on streams, SO
permtting is a no-brainer on this one.

Bi dding, we'll see. W mght not even have a
project. W' ve had projects like this before where they're
found necessary as an orphan, we put a canmera up the pipe and
televise them |If there is nothing that needs to be
addressed, project over. And we have a baseline set for
Joe's office, and if sonmething arises in the future, we can
take care of it.

So at the end of this entire process, again, if it
is found necessary, the next notice that you will receive as

the public would be a notice for Day of Review. And if you
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have tuned nme out to now, nowis a good tine to pay
attention.

The Day of Review is a Day of Review of
Apportionment. And a |lot of people mght say, how do you not
know how nuch this is going to cost? Again, we don't even
know what we're doing yet. W haven't gotten that far in the
process.

By the time we get to the Day of Review, that is
your chance to conme to the drain office and nmeet with the
Wat er Resources staff and see, okay, what was the total cost?
How did it get apportioned, who is paying how nuch, and that
sort of thing.

Now you're in a unique set of circunstances here
because | know in CGeorgetown Township, historically,
sonetimes they paid a significant part of the cost of these
repairs. | wouldn't be surprised, and | don't know for sure,
but the sinkholes that have been repaired in the past have
probably either been paid for by Georgetown or the road
comm ssion and things |ike that.

So when it cones to the Day of Review, who pays?
General |y speaking the municipality pays a portion. So in
this case it would be the township, the road comm ssion pays
a portion because of the benefit to the roads that are in the
area. And then the rest of it falls back on the | andowners.

If we were here on a highway or railroad track
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that would bring in MDOT or the railroad conpanies. But in
this case you're looking at the municipalities, and again the
county road conm ssion

And then if there is any construction at that
point, or any mnor repairs that need to be made at that
point, we could inplenment those.

And so with that, | don't know if I|'ve mssed any
critical pieces of information, or if the board has any
questi ons.

Go ahead head, Ken.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER: This | ooks |ike a
fairly new area. Wen was this area developed to start with?
Do you have any idea on when these streets were built?

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: |'m hearing '54, '50, from
the cromd. So in the '50s.

And it's ny understanding, at least in what we know
of today there is a lot of concrete pipe, if I'mnot
m staken. Again, we don't know the whole system we haven't
| ooked in every nook and cranny, but if it's concrete pipe,
it hasn't rusted out and you're not seeing failures |ike
that, so that's good news.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER: One ot her thing, and
maybe | mssed it, but who petitioned this? Is it the
t ownshi p?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Yes.
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BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: (kay. That nmakes
sense.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: That particul ar question
who petitioned, did the township petition? The other avenue,
if the township wouldn't have petitioned, |andowners can
petition as well. So you can circulate a petition for
| andowners to sign

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER: Ckay. Any
questions? Ckay.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON:. Excellent. Wat |'m going
to dois just go to the next slide. This is a copy of the
handout that you m ght have in the crowd, and, again it
mat ches what you fol ks have up front.

So if there is questions or street names that are
brought up, you can see those there.

Thank you, guys.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: Thank you, Paul

At this point we're going to open the neeting, the
public portion of the meeting for public comment. Wat |'d
i ke to have everybody do that wants to make a coment on
this particular issue, state your name and address, and
identify whether or not you live in the drainage district as
shown there.

And at this point I'd like to open this as a public

comment tine.
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And 1'd like to just start right fromthe front row
there, would you like to make a comment ?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Yes.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER: Woul d you pl ease
come to the mc and state your name and address?

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: And |I've been told, this is
Paul Forton for the court reporter, when you cone up to the
m crophone, eat it. Like get very close, treat it like a
snow cone that you're going to lick it or eat it.

Is that right, Justin? In order for the quality to
be good, get really close.

MR BART POLICH Ckay, | think | can broadcast ny
voi ce enough.

So you guys seemto be deferring cost issues,
pl anni ng devel opnent, but you've spent tine, township noney,
to survey these areas. Ckay. You have.

Have you | ooked for erosion? Do you know what the
erosion levels are? Do you comunicate with the DEQ on
sonmething like that? Wen you have to put sonething in, a
structure that's concrete, why can't you tap into an existing
pipe that is already there? You nentioned it was, what, a
non-wor kabl e -- sonebody el se owns the pipe. Can you touch
that pipe, can you drill into that pipe? Can you put
culverts in there so it would drain better?

Because what |'mseeing is | live on Lilac Drive so
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it's funny because ny nei ghbor nust have known because he
just noved out this |ast week, that you guys were com ng, and
he woul d be here today, | guarantee it.

So on those questions, have you tal ked to DEQ have
you nmade them aware that there is an issue with watershed,
with other issues that are going on? Have you?

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: When -- | didn't catch your
name and address at the begi nning.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER: Coul d you gi ve your
name and address?

MR BART PCLICH Bart Polich, 7797 Lilac Drive.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Paul Forton for the record.
If I may, Board?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER: | woul d appreciate
you answering that question.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: But | ama nman, and | don't
multitask well so we'll see how many of these I can hit.

Regarding DEQ DEQ is Departnent of Environnental
Quality for folks that don't know. They have changed their
name recently, it's now the Department of Environment, G eat
Lakes and Energy. | have to focus really hard on that
because for the 19 years of ny career, it was always DEQ

So we have not contacted DEQ at all. And the
reason for that is we're dealing with a stormsewer, and

we're dealing with a stormsewer in a nei ghborhood.
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So if we were closer to a wetland, or a stream or
anything that would have an environnental inpact, then we
woul d be working with those fol ks and bringing themin to the
equat i on.

MR, BART POLICH. But you do, you do have an issue.
You do have an issue with flooding in certain areas. So they
shoul d be brought in to do the erosion task, to do everything
accordingly to make sure that even though there is
(i naudi bl e), you haven't done anything yet, you're just
surveying it and trying to figure out which is the best way
to go. And you guys are all involved in governnent, you know
how it works.

But | just would like, if we're going to nove
forward on this, depending on these three gentlenen, that
everyone is brought intoit. Not only to divert costs, |et
the governnment try to pay for sonme of it because it's an old
nei ghbor hood, we're tal king 1954, you know. But the houses
are still there.

|'ve been at that house, |'ve seen that drain, he's
never had any flooding. But that doesn't nean other areas
aren't having it, and |I'm aware of that.

But | just want to point those things out. Let's
bring the right people in | think before we have these
gent| emen nove forward because you really kind of need to

know t he whol e picture before you can pull the plug.
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ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Well certainly if it is

found necessary, and we are in need of -- | work with EGLE
almost daily. So alot of ny -- I'"ma water resources guy.
| do alot with trout streamrestoration, habitat, | totally

understand that world and we work with themdaily.

So if the project is found necessary and we need to
bring themin, we wll.

But again -- and as far as erosion, nmaybe there is
some in the rear lots. |If thereis, let us know, because
we'd like to stop that sedinment fromentering the pipe and
proceedi ng downstream

But, you know, as far as -- | know you nentioned
surveying. W haven't had a survey crew out here, | don't
know any of the elevations. W're not that far.

The reason for that, again, is we're not here to
deci de the scope of the project, because we don't have enough
information to do that. It would be Iike, okay, Joe, you're
going to have surgery, and | know that that armis broken
but I don't know what's going on. Like we haven't taken an
x-ray of it to know what's going on, or a CT scan to knows
what's going on inside of you, but you' re going to have
surgery.

Nope, the process, right, wong or indifferent, is
it necessary or not to proceed forward. And then after that,

if it is found necessary, a lot of folks, this is a good
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guestion, what is the scope of the project. That's really
determ ned by this elected official right here (indicating).

And so, but again, |I'mnot seeing this. Unless
there is an unforeseen drai nage i ssue that we hear about
tonight, | don't see putting in thousands of feet of pipe.
The pipe is already there.

MR BART POLICH But talking 2.4 mles of pipe.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: But it's already in. And
three or four sinkholes since 1956 is pretty good.

MR BART POLICH And how come the ol dest
nei ghbor hood gets that first? Do we have any ot her
nei ghbor hoods that you're considering that are past
(1 naudi bl e) .

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: So that's an interesting
questi on.

Again Paul Forton for the record and the court
reporter.

So the reason -- and there is one thing | neant to
touch on and | think Joe briefly nentioned it, and that is
we' ve |abeled this the Lilac Drain

MR. BART POLICH. That's my street.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON:. And there are peopl e that
say, "l don't live on the Lilac Drain, why am| even in
t hi s?"

And | apol ogi ze for not touching on that. W're
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really creative in the drain world. One of the first
conplaints cane in on Lilac Court, so you know what they
dubbed it for the paperwork? The Lilac Drain.

And then what we do when we | ook at that is we | ook
at the whole stormsewer system So you nentioned why aren't
we | ooking at some of the other neighbors around. Really
we're only looking at the portion of stormsewer that is al
i nterconnected that drains this portion of the nei ghborhood.

And you do, you got fol ks on Parkwood and Fruitwood
that are west of that line, but their water drains through
systens going in other directions. They don't drain through
this.

And | do want to tal k about costs for a second
because | kind of glazed over this one a little bit, and |
didn't nean to.

MR. BART POLICH. Thank you

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Yes. Who pays for this?
mentioned the road conm ssion pays, the township pays, and
the rest fall on the residents. Wel|l what does that nean?
That nmeans if a project is found necessary, we'll go back
t hrough and clean up this line, because again this is what
was over-notified.

W just took a quick swing around the nei ghborhood
| ooking at the storm sewers and said, okay, all of these

people will definitely be in, and sone of themw | not.
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W'l |look back at that, if a project is found necessary,
nail that. And the way we do that is we determ ne the act
wat er shed.

So when it rains, where that water goes, any wat
that feeds into this pipe systemwould be included, and
that's the line that would be used is what we call the
speci al assessnment district, or the drainage district. No
necessarily this purple line.

So if you're inside that purple line, and I'll p

on right here in the southeast corner. If you live right

and

ual

er

t

i ck

there and you got a letter, and you're saying, "Man, ny water

goes to the east,"” we know. W already know. There is
anot her orphan drain right here (indicating). But we want
to over-notify you. You won't be in the final cost or
assessnent .

Now if you're living on the inside of this |ine,
well on the inside, how nuch is this going to be? The way
that's determned typically is based on how nany acres you
owmn. This is quite a nelting pot of very simlar parcels.
And |l and use, you're all in the sane |and use so any
assessnments that would be levied in the future would be, |
woul d assune, fairly simlar.

And again that's after the township and the road

conm ssion have already taken their cut.

So | hope | touched on nost of your questions.

ed

One
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of themthat you nentioned, Bart, was can you cone in, can
you tap into a pipe, and certainly we can do that. W can
tap into the existing infrastructure, if it's found necessary
and we're allowed to, or you're allowed to, | guess at this
poi nt .

R ght now he can't. Joe can't send a crew out
there and work on things because he doesn't have a
right-of-way to do that. And that is a |legal part of the
process that happens first.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: (| naudi bl e).

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: So for the record because
knowit's far fromthe mc, what about septic tanks? To ny
know edge, | don't think that's an issue here. | don't know.
I's there a sanitary sewer that services the nei ghborhood?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: (I naudi bl e) .

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: It's still on septic. So,
you know, as far as septic tanks go, the infrastructure is
already in the ground. If we don't need to nove it, then
we're not going to hit a septic tank. And if we did need to
add a pipe or nmove one around, we would certainly take septic
fields into account.

Because | have one nyself now, | grew up on one
nost of nmy entire life, except for a five-year stint where we
were on mnunicipal sewer. So we take that into account. But

again | don't foresee any issues here.
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BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER: A little bit of
clarification. To me what we're sitting here for is to
deci de whether or not this whole area cones into the public
road -- public drain system That has got to be the first
itemto happen before Joe can do anyt hing.

At this point, it's just -- it's out there, and an
or phan nmeans orphan. And unless you get started, that he can
start things, you can't do a lot of things that you were
tal ki ng about .

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Ri ght.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Is really basically
what it anounts to.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: That's a safe assunption

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: (I naudi bl e) erosion --

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Well there is no
question, that will happen imediately. There isn't anybody
that's into nore erosion control than this man sitting right
here, because he's dealing with it all the tine.

So to nme, the itemthat really is critical here is
the township says, we petitioned to get this into a public
system And once it's in a public system then Joe can
actually do the work, look at the drains, |ook at the
erosion, |ook at whose got a problem that sort of thing.

But at this point, Joe is hanstrung, everybody is

hamst rung because nobody wants to spend -- or can spend noney
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on it wthout this happening.
Am | correct?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: (I naudi bl e) .

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: W're going to need themto

cone to the mc.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER: Can you cone to the

mc, if you ve got a question? | appreciate it. Name and
address. Al the good stuff.

MR, CGEORGE ASHTON: |'m George Ashton, | live on
New Castle Drive.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER:  Ckay.

MR GEORGE ASHTON:  What jurisdiction is the
dr ai nage system under now?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Nobody' s.

MR, GEORGE ASHTON: How could that be if it's in
Georget own Township and Otawa County, how can nobody have
ownership of it?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER: It was built, but
never taken over by the drain conm ssioner.

MR, GEORGE ASHTON: But at the time of the
devel oprment - -

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: The devel oper cane
in and he built the subdivision, the roadways and the

drai nage were basically reviewed and approved.

The roads were taken over by the road comm ssion as
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a public -- they do it every year. They take the roads that
were built and approved into the road system They did this.

The only thing that happened -- that didn't happen
is the drain comm ssioner didn't take it into his system So
they were all built --

MR, GEORGE ASHTON: The drain conm ssioner didn't
do what ?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Did not take it into
his public system That's the only thing that's -- it's a
technicality, | take it, right? It's a technicality that
didn't happen. And unless it happens, he can't do anything
withit.

MR GEORGE ASHTON: So Ceorgetown Township has no
ownership of it?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SCQUTER: Has no nore
ownership of it than anybody else. The only way --

MR, GEORGE ASHTON:  So who owns it now?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: What's that?

MR, GEORGE ASHTON:  Who owns it now.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Nobody. It's in the
ground -- it was -- it's in the ground. It just officially,
that last little mnor thing, officially, has not been taken
over.

Once he takes it over through what we're doi ng now,

he can work on it, it's his. But if this little law --
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MR GEORGE ASHTON:  Since all the system has been
insince 19 -- late '50s, '60s, '70, that all this
devel opnent happened, and there has not been issues or
problems with it until when?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: Until sonebody al
t he sudden says, oh, | got a problem and Joe says | can't do
anyt hi ng about it because it's not m ne.

MR, GEORCGE ASHTON: So it sounds like to me
somet hi ng changed underground and/ or there is added vol une of
runof f that the system can't handl e anynore?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER: That's very
possi ble. But until Spicer can actually go out there and
physically look at it and deal with it, he can't do anything
withit,.

So the drain conmi ssioner is hanmstring, the
township is hanmstring, the road comm ssion is hanstring.

They can work on sonething that's underneath the roads, but
they can't go out on those easenents to do any work out
t here.

So until this is basically taken into Joe's system
nobody can do any worKk.

MR, CGEORGE ASHTON: Ckay, so --

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Nobody can do
anyt hi ng.

MR GEORGE ASHTON: | wunderstand all that, the
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legalities of who is going to take over ownership.

Joe, | would like to see you take over ownership
being that's part of the county drain system

It's there now, it's been working. | think we need
to find out what's going on or what's changed before we go to
the extreme of that, of a whole new system

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER: | don't think
anybody is tal king about a new system | think they're
tal ki ng about finding out what's wong with the system

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON. Paul Forton here again for
the record. I'mnot aware of any issues right now on the
system |I'monly aware of four --

MR GEORGE ASHTON: The four stars that you showed.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: And that stens back to 19 --
to 2015. So 2015 to now, there has been a few sinkholes that
have surfaced that have been repaired.

Again, folks, we are not talking about a full
systemrepl acement. We're not seeing grandi oso flooding that
woul d | ead ne to believe the pipes are undersized. Again, we
haven't done any engi neering, we haven't received the rest of
the public conment yet. So we'll see.

But right now, there is nothing that would | ead us
to believe that this is going to be a massive, you know, even
$500, 000 project. Let along multimllion dollars enterprise

here. That's not what -- today is nore adm nistrative
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rel ated, not necessarily fixing a massive flooding problem

Now | say that, and the next three speakers could
all say, well | have flooding, | have flooding, | have
flooding, so we'll see.

And | do know there is at |east one spot, or maybe
two, or maybe cl ose together off of Lilac there where maybe
we do have an issue. But again this is not -- as far as our
traditional projects where we're do doing a najor overhaul
this does not appear to be one of those.

MR. CGEORGE ASHTON: So today's neeting then would
be to give jurisdiction to the drain conm ssion, right?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: That's correct.

MR, GEORGE ASHTON:  And | woul d be for that 100
percent. So if sonebody has responsibility for it, then we
go to the next section, find out where the trouble spots are
and we find out it's only Lilac Drive, or Lilac Court, maybe
to the east of there because it's not getting to Maple Wod
Lake, that's where it drains into?

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Utimately to the east and
to the north.

MR, CGEORGE ASHTON: And fromthere it probably goes
to the G and River, |'m assum ng?

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: | believe the answer to that
is yes, through the close proximty, but we haven't | ooked

that far. | know sonmebody nentioned earlier you' ve been out
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here surveying, that's a windshield tour, folks. W haven't
stonped every foot of this. W don't have a lot of effort
into it at this point because we, quite frankly don't want a
ot of effort intoit at this point in case it's not found
necessary.

MR, GEORGE ASHTON: So there again nmy point is the
purpose right now, let's get the ownership under sonebody.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: That's what --

MR, CGEORGE ASHTON: And let's go from here, and
then we'll find out what's going on. If we do need to make
i nprovenents in sone areas, totally agree 100 percent,
understand, |'msure the honeowners here will be happy, their
sinkholes will be fixed, their backyard flooding will be
fixed, and it may not affect the people to the west.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Right.

MR CGEORGE ASHTON: Ckay.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: Very good. Thank
you very nuch.

MR, CGEORGE ASHTON: Thank you very nuch

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER:  Next ?

MS. SARAH CONANT: Hi. M nane is Sarah Conant,
live at 1797 Lilac Court. |I'mone of the stars on the nap.

So | want to thank you all for allowing ne to
express ny concern regarding the orphan drain that partially

resides on ny property at 1796 Lilac Court.
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First and forenost, | would Iike to nention that ny
nei ghbor, Di ane Fox, who cannot be here today, also has the
sane orphan drain on her property line. And she would Iike
to informeveryone that the drain has not been maintained in
the 45 years that she has resided at the home. And al so that
that nost recently her yard has been filling up with standing
wat er during the storms, but she has not experienced any
f1 oodi ng.

However, ny famly has a different experience with
the orphan drain. On July 29th, 2023, our home was fl ooded
because the orphan drain was clogged with a | arge, dead
raccoon that had canme fromthe pipe that was |inked to the
drain that carries water fromthe main road into the orphan
dr ai n.

W suffered thousands of dollars in damage, and our
i nsurance conpany deni ed our claimbecause the water danage
cane fromoutside, and not froma drain inside our hone. |
have a copy of the denial letter here.

W imediately went to the township for support and
a solution for the flooding incident.

Joel Hanenburg, sorry if I'mnot getting your nane,
kindly renoved the | arge carcass, which we appreciate
(inaudible) into our famly.

Sadly, we experienced anot her fl ooding episode,

however smaller, on April 19th, 2024, during a rain storm
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My husband, who was trying to prevent our home from fl oodi ng
and had no choice but to clean the drain out with our
children's help.

Two of our five children would Iike to speak about
their experience and the cleaning of this orphan drain.
They're here today, and they' re sitting behind ne.

I would like to enphasize that nmy husband is imune
conprom sed due to an auto-imune di sease, which he takes
medi cine to suppress his imune system And | feel it should
not be his responsibility for managi ng this drain.

This drain benefits the residents of Georgetown
Township, as the water is comng fromthe nmain pipes, off the
mai n road.

As a nother, a grandnother, a nurse, and a
t axpayer, on ny famly's behalf, we request that the
t ownshi p, or road comm ssion, maintain this orphan drain for
the safety of our famly and our hone. Thank you

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Thank you

MR. JIM CONANT: Hello, ny nanme is Ji m Conant.

And | live at 1796 Lilac Court.

There is a water drain that is |ocated on our
property, and recently ny father, brother and | had to spend
several hours to cleaning it up. The drainis filled with
| eaves and nud and what |ooks like feces. | do not believe

that it should be our famly's responsibility to maintain
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this drain, since the water is comng in froma |arge pipe.
| feel that it should be the responsibility of all the
resi dents of Ceorgetown Township. Thank you

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER:  Thank you

MR, JOSI AH CONANT: Hello, my name is Josiah
Conant, and | live at 1796 Lilac Court.

There is a water drain that is |ocated on our
property line. | too had to help nmy famly clean up. |
don't think if should be nmy dad's or famly's responsibility
to maintain this drain, since we are taxpayers, all of the
peopl e that benefit fromthe drain should clean it up. Thank
you.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER:  Thank you. Ckay.

W're going to go out --

ROAD COWM SSI ON JERRY OLMAN:  This is Jerry O man
with the road conm ssion. Wth this being an orphan system
under a public road, the road conm ssion would be in favor of
havi ng the Water Resources Conm ssion take it over for -- so
there is a mechanismfor repairs when it does cone up

And | did talk to our district supervisor that
covers this area, and he nmentioned the sane thing that Paul
mentioned, just a couple of mnor sinkholes that needed
repaired over the years.

So considering the age of the systemit's held up

pretty well. So kudos to the contractor that installed it.
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BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER:  Thanks, Jerry.
Thank you.

Next ?

MS. THELMA KUNNEN: | live at 1638 Broadview Drive.
Here is a copy of the plat, you can see all the easenents
since 1964.

About five years ago we got a letter fromthe
township that we had to pick up sewer because we were
pol luting Mapl e Wod Lake, apparently our water is all going
down there. Now we got a letter that we got this drain back
here. How many drains are comng from Broadview Drive way
down to Maple Wod Lake and we're going this way?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: | don't have the
slightest idea.

MS. THELMA KUNNEN: And | talked with the
engi neering office, and when these plans were being
devel oped, the township had engineers, and he had to approve
the plans. | don't have records from'64. | know | think at
one tinme it was (inaudible). So maybe the drain was not put
inright originally.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: It's worked pretty
good.

M5. THELMA KUNNEN: That's ny spiel for the night.
(I naudi bl e) we Iive on Broadview and our water goes down the

hill, it does not go that way (indicating.)
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BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: W'l | | ook

MS. THELMA KUNNEN: Pl ease renove | ot 47 from your
dr ai nage.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Ma'am did you say 1684
Broadvi ew, and what was your nanme agai n? Thelma? Thel g,

t hank you. (I naudible).

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: (kay, next? Anybody
el se?

MS. SHERRY M EDEMA: | can ask all my questions in
three mnutes, but depends on how | ong your answers are, it
m ght go over.

Maybe | mssed it, but did you circulate the actua
petition to anybody? | didn't see it here. Like what it
asked for?

GEORCGETOMN TOWNSHI P SUPERI NTENDENT ROB BLI TCHOK
This is Rob Blitchok, Georgetown Townshi p Manger

W did the petition as opposed to the residents.

MS. SHERRY M EDEMA: But there was no copy of it
out here? Like, | never sawit, what the petition |anguage
was. |Is that sonething --

GEORCGETOMN TOWNSHI P SUPERI NTENDENT ROB BLI TCHOK
It was posted and sent to M. Bush

M5. SHERRY M EDEMA: (Ckay. Well the language is a
little confusing on the letter because it said, you are going

to decide on the |ocation, establishnment, and construction of
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the drain for the public health, convenience or welfare. But
it didn't say public health, convenience, or welfare of who.

[t's kind of an open-ended sentence. And then | didn't have
the petition to see what it said.

But 1'mal so hearing some conflicting information
about the drain is already there, but | heard you say,
construction of a new drain, and then | heard again, the old
drain is there, we're not putting in all the new drain. Can
sonmebody clarify?

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: If | may, | mght be able to
set some clarity on this one, but we'll see.

So that |anguage is comng right out of the Drain
Code, so the convenience, health, and welfare for the public,
for public convenience, health, and welfare. And in that
| anguage it also many times would include installing new
infrastructure, adding a branch to a system extending it
upstream or downstream

So the references that are nade to new
infrastructure, if there is an area, for exanple, that we
need to slip in and provide additional drainage for, that
m ght require new pi pe.

It sounds |ike we have an issue in the back of
Lilac Court where the pipe is already there, but it sounds
like it's been sealed off wth sedinent, |eaves, debris and

what not.
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So again, maybe we don't need a new pipe there.
Maybe it sinply needs to, we can jet that out and clean it.

And so basically, that legalese is witten to give
Joe's office the greatest flexibility for naintaining the
system in this case, that's already there, or adding to it
if need be, if that nakes sense.

So that's kind of -- right now, again, from what
I''m hearing, the one problemthat we've had, the biggest one
unfortunately, revolved around a dead raccoon that probably
bl oat ed the pipe shut presunably, or seal ed over the basin
and kudos to the fol ks that renoved that.

But, again, there is already existing
infrastructure there, so does it just need to be cleaned and
repaired? | think the commrent was nentioned that the
nei ghbor had, they had been there for a long tine and had
never seen nai ntenance done.

So, you know, it just mght be tinme for a system
clean out and that could be it.

MS. SHERRY M EDEMA: | shoul d have menti oned t hat
ny nane is Sherry Medema and | |ive on Engel hurst Court so
amin the vicinity of that.

So | amall for making a decision that sonebody
needs to be -- to correct the oversight fromyears ago to be
responsible for it. I1'mnot in support of asking themto

deci de on, as your |anguage says, |ocation, establishnent and
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construction of a drain, when we don't have any information

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: And again, the good news on
that, and definitely that will not be decided by these
gentl emen. Again, they decide the --

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: W can't decide
t hat .

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON. If it's yes, then he decides
the wear based on (indicating), he being again for the
record, | forget the court reporter is not here, but Joe
Bush's office then woul d determ ne where that new
infrastructure would be working with | andowners based on the
coments and testinony that we receive today.

MS. SHERRY M EDEMA: So you're not going to ask him
to make a decision on what the |letter says?

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: There will be two notions
|ater, at |east one, potentially two, is it conducive to the
conveni ence, public health, and welfare; and again |'mtrying
to put a lawyer hat on.

MS. SHERRY M EDEMA: (I naudi bl e) what's conduci ve
to what.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON. Is finding this project
necessary, which again, the project could just be the
adm ni strative process of putting it under Joe's jurisdiction
so --

MS. SHERRY M EDEMA: So they have to vote on a
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project where they don't know what the project entails.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: This is really crazy but the
answer to that question is, yes. They don't decide the
scope. They just say, does sonething need to be here. And I
know this is nuts.

['mnot a |awyer, I'man engineer, | deal with dirt
and water.

MS. SHERRY M EDEMA:  Weéll |I'mnot in support of the
second part of that. 1'min support of the other.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: | understand the confusion.

M5. SHERRY M EDEMA: So | think you m ght have
answered one of ny questions. |It's under the roads but also
under the yards in sonme cases, right?

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Yes. It's primarily under
the roads, but it does go between several hones occasionally,
and then that pipe is underneath the yards, correct.
Typically on the property line, if I'"mnot m staken.

MS. SHERRY M EDEMA: And on Engel hurst Court we all
have septic tanks on our cul-de-sac. And you probably can't
answer this question, and it will be nmore of a township
question, but |ast year, or a couple years ago, | asked them
when t hey were having sone of ny nei ghbors around the corner
hookup to sewer, are you going to be com ng, knocking on our
door on the cul -de-sac?

And they said the only way we would do that is if
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we had to tear up the road for sonething, then perhaps we
woul d.

If you have to construct a new drain, wll you be
tearing up ny road?

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Paul Forton for the record,
['I'l play the | awer hand here and say it depends.

If we identify a section of pipe that is failing
underneath the road, then chances are very good that woul d
get replaced as a part of this project.

And at that tinme -- | can understand the answer to
t hat because it nakes sense, why tear up the road now to put
in a sanitary sewer, and have all the expense of repaving and
restoring the road and what not, when maybe it isn't
necessarily critical enough to need it now.

But if we were there working on a storm sewer and
the road is ripped up anyway, | know there is a | ot of
muni cipalities, Grand Rapids, and all over the state right
now, the cost of that, the tearing up of the road and
rebuilding it, take care of everything that's under that road
now because it's the nost efficient way.

There is nothing worse than repairing sonething
under the road and a year later you're in there fixing a
water main or sanitary sewer issue.

MS. SHERRY M EDEMA: So whose decision is that?

Let's say they have to tear it up for the drain. Is it the
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township's decision if they would cone back and say, all
ri ght, guess what guys, we're tearing up the road, so we're
going to make you hookup to sewer now?

GEORGETOMN TOWNSHI P SUPERI NTENDENT ROB BLI TCHOK
This is Rob Blitchok, superintendent for Georgetown.

The answer is | can't answer that at this point.

It would be inthe end, if it came to it, a township board
deci sion. But again, none of that is in the thought process
here. It's just to establish the drain district so we can at
| east 1 ook at things, and that's the best answer | can give
you.

M5. SHERRY M EDEMA: (Ckay. And this would benefit
how many peopl e?

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON:  Approximtely 350 to 400,
somewhere in there.

MS. SHERRY M EDEMA: So the whol e township woul dn't
benefit by having --

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Great question. Again, Paul
Forton for the record.

The whol e townshi p does benefit, and the reason |
say that, if a community isn't healthy and things aren't
bei ng taken care of well, then the entire comunity gets
dragged down because of that, right?

So because of that very point, nmunicipalities are

subject to a percentage of the cost. And that's the exact
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reason why. The road conm ssion --

MS. SHERRY M EDEMA: Are those percentages deci ded
ahead of tine?

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Those percentages are
determ ned after all the costs of the project are determn ned,
and it's based on derived benefit.

And so, for exanple, if -- an exanple would be if
we replaced a small section of storm sewer sonmewhere
underneath the road, and the road conm ssion, Jerry said,
"man, the rest of this road all the way to the end of the
cul -de-sac is alligatored and it's in terrible shape. M.
Bush, while you're doing this project and replacing this 50
feet, can | pay nore noney to extend and have this repaved as
a part of your project as well. It would be nore efficient
for the taxpayers and everybody would win."

And then the county mght be liable for a higher
percentage of the project because they have nore derived
benefit, if that nakes sense.

But until we know what is done, where it's done,
and howit all plays out, we don't know who has the hi ghest
derived benefit. So it's very difficult at this point unti
final design is nade to know who received the nost benefits,
i f that nakes sense.

MS. SHERRY M EDEMA: Ckay, | would just like to

mention | agree wwth Ms. Conant that if it's something that
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benefits the whole township, then it shouldn't be assessed,
the public portion, to just the people in that district.
Thank you.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Thank you. Anybody
el se out there wish to nake a comment that hasn't been nade
bef ore?

Name and address.

MR. PAT MAHONEY: M nane is Pat Mahoney, | live at
1756 Lilac Court, just east of Sarah there.

And | just wanted to say that | think it makes
sense that we are included and we are able to maintain the
drainage. If it was (inaudible) or fire protection, | don't
think there would even be a debate that it would be good to
be included in that. So thank you

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER:  Thank you, take
care.

If everybody has had their say, I'mgoing to -- oh

MS. JILL SCHROTENBCER: Hi, I'mJill Schrotenboer
I live at 7979 Engel hurst.

Soif we're in the red, and maybe it doesn't -- the
red is who you're saying it actually affects, is that
correct?

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: The red is actually |ocated
pi pe that we believe is there based off of the plated

drawi ngs that we have seen
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MS. JILL SCHROTENBCER: (Ckay, so if you have maybe
a coupl e houses on that Ransom Avenue that are affected, the
cost goes to everybody, is that correct? Regardless if we're
havi ng effect?

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Again, it depends, and this
is where -- this would be Joe's decision on the percentage of
if all the work is done on one isolated area, then perhaps it
woul d be faced with a higher percentage. If all the work is
done in one isolated area, and it's a snall anount of the
cost, the township m ght say, hey, we'll foot the bill, this
isn't even worth assessing the residents, which has happened
in the past in this towship.

So it really depends. But those percentages are
conpletely determ ned by Joe.

And, again, the | aw says derived benefit for what
it's worth.

MS. JILL SCHROTENBCER: So what -- okay. We, for
exanpl e, are not having any issues on our property. | can
synpat hi ze or enpathize with those individuals that are
havi ng i ssues, but what happens if this stays an orphan
drain, what does that nean then?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER: Nobody can do any
wor K.

MS. JILL SCHROTENBCER: \What woul d make it so that

the petition doesn't go through? GCkay, | guess |I'm confused
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in my mnd.

So if the petition goes through, basically that
t hen gives you, as the road comm ssion -- not the road
comm ssion, but the drainage conmm ssion, authority then to
cone there and do what work needs to be done, and we don't
have a say any longer as to whether or not this, we're
opposed or agreed or --

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: (Ckay. So this is fun, guys,
and | love all the questions because this is what gives
peopl e good information. W' re going to keep diving into the
| ayers of the onion to flush out sone of these answers.

A comment you made, if Joe has jurisdiction in his
office, can he just spend uncontrollably w thout you fol ks
knowi ng.

And | guess the answer to that quite frankly is,
no, in the future. So like if this is established as a
county drain, and | guess the way | see this going, is right
now, if he picks a fewsmall little issues, even if we find
any and cleans themout, and we have our project. And we
tal ked about that Day of Review, | tal ked about to say, hey,
if you received this notice, ook for that in the mail, once
this process is complete. | guess the question |I would have
in your shoes is how nuch noney can this man spend w t hout ne
knowi ng about it (indicating).

["mjust going to -- you know. And diving into the
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| ayers of the onion, the |aw says that Joe can spend $5, 000
per mle of county drain, and of course it's the governnent
so they round up, so | believe this is around 2 1/2 mles.

So there woul d be three maintenance nmles, is what we would
call them that he could spend, the way the lawis witten
right now, 5,000 a mle, three mles, he could spend 15 grand
a year on maintenance to clean things up and fix issues that
arise, without sending out a notice of a change of
apportionnent or cost.

And t hose mai ntenance dollars woul d be assessed
based on the sane percentage that presumably this petition
project would be done for. Okay?

And the reason that that's inportant is if Joe has
got a snall maintenance itemyou don't want to go through the
expense of this whole process just to clean out a catch basin
and get a dead raccoon out, in this case, for exanple.

Now, that being said, the lawis witten the way it
is so that if for some reason there were a mgjor issue and
all the pipe was failing and it all needed to be repl aced,

t here woul d be another one of these, another Board of
Determ nation, and you would receive a letter in the mail
And it's part of that transparent process so that you would
see that it's comng again, if that nmakes sense.

And | mght have -- | think |I've answered sone of

the questions, but | can see in your face --

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

56




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

MS. JILL SCHROTENBCER: M concern is the cost,
that there are a lot of us, it sounds |ike, that aren't
affected by this.

Again, | enpathize with those that are having
i ssues, but at the end of the day, do | want to spend $30, 000
for an issue that |I'mnot having? However, ny drain is part
of this or could be part of this.

So | just want to nake sure that this doesn't give
anybody a rogue reason to just go out and do what they want.

Am | making sense like that? | want to be able to
have further input to say, hey, wait a mnute, let's think
about this. As a taxpayer this may cost ne nore, and maybe
not even as a taxpayer, just a small group of us may be
affected by this.

BOARD SECRETARY MARK BENNETT: Can | just address
one issue very quickly here? 1'll give you an exanple of a
situation that happens up in Tall nadge Township. | don't
know how many of you are famliar with Tallnmdge, it's just
to the north of us here. On the other side of the Gand
River is Tallmdge Township. Now we had an issue with
dr ai nage.

So we had an issue in Tallnmadge Township wth
drainage. Now it wasn't an orphan drain, it was a drain that
was established, and it had significant problens with area

residents along Leonard Street. | don't know how many are
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famliar with Leonard.

In any case, a Board of Determ nation was held. It
was determ ned by a board simlar to this that a project
needed to go forward. So over the course of the next couple
of years we worked directly with Joe's office. And |I'm not
maki ng a commercial for Joe or his office, but I'mjust
saying that through the course of that there were severa
property owners that were being affected.

Joe had an engi neer cone in and assess what woul d
help. And in the course of a couple different nmeetings it
was determ ned, okay, this is the nost reasonabl e project,
and | ooked at the costs.

The costs continued to be paired down a little bit
because the projects changed in scope and we got paired down
based on what woul d be the nost benefit.

So at the end of the day, the township, nme and ny
board voted to take care of two-thirds of the cost, just as
an exanple, I"'mnot conmmtting Georgetown to that, obviously.
The road conmi ssion took care of sone of the cost, Joe's
office took care of sonme of the costs, and the residents were
bore with a hair over 10 percent of the cost.

And it anmounted to, average wi se, a few hundreds
bucks, and people could pay it over the course of five to ten
years. Five years in this case.

| only offer that as an exanple, not to put any
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nunbers into this, that was when a project was identified and
needed to be done to help people with sonme pretty -- pretty
dramatic fl oodi ng.

This, as we said nore than a fewtines, is just to
give jurisdiction to his office, to be able to go to the next
step, if needed.

I mean -- ny background is not really in towship
government. 1've sat on the board for a few years now. |
worked in public service all ny life.

But learning this has been interesting to ne. And
| had the sane exact concerns that you guys, sone of you have
expressed, when we started tal king about it here, oh, ny
gosh, what's the cost going to be. It really doesn't affect
me. And Joe's office takes all that into consideration, they
do assessnents.

And at the end of the day, as Paul said, further
nmeetings and transparency has taken pl ace.

| caution you not to put the cart before the horse.
He doesn't have the authority to do any of this now because
it's orphan drain.

MS. JILL SCHROTENBCER: So then | have one nore
question after that then. So howis it, as a homeowner, how
is it paid for? | know you have no idea what needs to be
done or anything like that, is it something that goes on

taxes or sonething that we're responsible for a one-tine
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bill, how does that work?

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Again, Paul Forton with
Spi cer G oup.

The way it works fromthe county standpoint is it
does show up in your taxes, your winter taxes. And again,
Joe's office -- and the reason he's not speaking in this, he
doesn't have a dog in the fight. He's not trying to deflect,
or anything. | hope that you realize that too.

You' re probably just dying to junp in.

But to answer your question, it shows up on your
winter taxes. |f you have a special assessnent froma drain
office or Water Resources Comm ssioner, it will show up on
your wi nter taxes, not on your summer taxes.

And then the determ nation will be made at the end
of the project, and that's what that Day of Reviewis all
about. The |law says we need to tell you what percentage of
the cost is yours. That's ridiculous. W cares what .0516
is. How nmany dollars is this? Do we have that nunber too?

By law we put that on the notice you'll receive
before the Day of Review. And depending on what that nunber
i s depends on how nmany years.

It was mentioned earlier that sometimes that's
spread out over a nunber of years. On very large petition
projects that are a mllion dollars or nore, you can get a

20-year bond or a 30-year bond to spread all that out.
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That is not what we're tal king about here today.

If it is a one-tinme thing, and |'mnot prom sing nunbers
either, but Joe's office is looking at that and says, if this
isreally going to inhibit a famly, or if we're out in the
agricultural community, if this is really going to hurt a
farmer or put them down, or we have widows on a fixed incone,
we | ook at all of that on making a decision on what that
assessnment is going to be.

And if it makes a sense that it's done over one
year, get it out in one year and get it done, and we're done.
If it nmakes sense to spread it over two or three or four or
five years, then that's how the decision is made.

You know, he's in a pretty inportant seat. Wen we
sit at the voter's ballot, you really got to know who you're
voting for, folks. 1'mnot going to dive into politics
com ng up for Novenber, but it is. [It's very inportant
because there are big decisions nade at this |evel that
i npact us as taxpayers.

But it is all looked at, it is all reviewed, and,
man that's a little hot, we can't charge that nuch per acre
or per househol d, then maybe it's spread out over a nunber of
years.

But | don't feel like that's the case. It sounds
to nme like we need a backyard catch basin and to jet one |ead

and we're done. But, again, there is a lot we don't know
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yet. So right nowthis is a cupcake conpared to sone of
these, | have to be conpletely honest.

MS. JILL SCHROTENBCER  Thank you.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: Thank you. | think
we got one nore gentl eman.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: (I naudible.) What's the
wor st case scenario? Could we owe 10, 20 grand in the end?
That's what ny main concernis, | can't afford that.

And now, after all this time when this could have
been addressed earlier, construction costs are up, everything
is up 20 to 40 percent. Wuere was this years ago, and did it
just come up now?

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: | have a question to clarify
before an answer is provided. Wen you say 10 or 20 grand,
Is that per person?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Exactly.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: If you do 20 grand per
person and you multiply that by 350 people, that a seven
mllion dollar project.

So | can pronise you today, and I'mnot even a
politician (inaudible). Soneone will listen to this and say,
you said, | know.

| can just about guarantee you that there is no way
you can turn this into a seven mllion dollar project.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: But we don't even like
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5, 000.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: O even 500.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: It's a no-brainer. It has
to be taken over by sonebody. Joe seens |ike a good guy. |
have a feeling he'll take care of us, | hope so. W'Il| take
about that later.

The thing for me though is once this determ nation
is made, there is no stopping it. You can tell ne that it's
five mllion dollars and there is nothing I can say. Wat's
to keep that cost in check? WII there be dibs? Is this
j ust something sone guy is going to do?

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: Geat question. There is a
ot of if's here. |If it were a larger project, the | aw
requires that Joe's office puts that out for a public bid,
and there are pages and pages and pages in the |law on how we
need to notify and allow for that to happen. There are
articles that are forced to be put in the paper, there are
al so postings that you put on the website, because not
everybody gets a newspaper anynore. So there is a |ot of
transparency related to that.

When you said 10 or 20,000, initially I was
t hi nking --

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOUTER: We coul d go that.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: It m ght be 10 or 20

t housand total, and that's why | asked per household. And
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I'"'mnot even saying it's going to be that high, this is not
one of the larger petition projects |'ve seen.

Again, we don't know everything yet. And you're
right.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: I f you have to repl ace al
the piping just because you have to, then you're not sure.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON. If we get a canera in those
pi pes and they're all quarter cracked and failing, which I
woul d not anticipate with concrete pipes, our old ag clay
tiles we find that. But in this area | do not anticipate a
full systemreplacenent. That, to nme, at this point is just
not in the cards.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | heard that froma car
sal esnmen too.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: | know.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So that's what scares ne.
So I"I'l put ny trust in you guys and see how this goes.

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: And at the end of the day,
quite frankly, what recourse do you have? As the voters, the
only recourse we have is knowi ng who we are voting for to put
in that seat, or any of these seats quite frankly.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: But that's later when we
vote --

ENG NEER PAUL FORTON: But Joe has a track record

too, and I'mnot a commercial speaking for Joe. |'mnot even
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an Otawa County resident, |I'mover in Kent County. So it's
one of those things where the vote matters, guys. |f you
don't get to know who you're voting for and trying to figure
out that face and what they're about, and then vote
accordingly.

But really the buck stops -- he's the one that
deci des the scope of the project, with the help of an
engi neer whether it's us or another firmdesigning it. But
ultimately the buck stops here (indicating).

The only ram fication you have is the voting box.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: (I naudi bl e) .

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER:  You're right.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: (I naudible). Well
understand -- | don't know these guys, they m ght be best
friends with the guy who builds the thing, | have no idea,
but 1'mnot going to go there. 1'mgoing to put ny faith in
Joe.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: (kay, if there is no
new i nformati on we need, I'mgoing to close the public
portion of the hearing.

Gentlenmen, I'mgoing to refer to you, what are your
t houghts on this?

BOARD SECRETARY MARK BENNETT: Well | certainly
under stand and hear the concerns of the people who took the

time out of their day to show up
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| commend you for bringing your famly, what a
great civic lesson for the kids.

But | know the chief concern of the people here, as
it should be, is, gees, what is this going to cost. Onh, ny
goodness, | don't want to get a letter in the nail saying I'm
going to owe 20 grand.

You heard ne earlier give exanples of the Tall madge
Townshi p experience. Again, not exactly the same situation,
but there was a willingness by all people involved to work
together. And | don't see that there is anything different
here with the fol ks in Georgetown.

What | can tell you is right now, this thing is
ki nd of owned by nobody. Now should it be that way? | don't
know. Maybe not. In today's day and age, it probably
doesn't happen. But this is owned by nobody. So who takes
care of it? That's where we are now. How do we get things
done? W talk about costs, but we don't even know if
anyt hing has to be done or who would be in charge.

Sinmply to put sonebody in charge nakes sense.

Thank you.

BOARD MEMBER STEVE BULTHU S: Really no further
coments fromme other than it's just good governnent and
good best practice to bring infrastructure such as this, that
currently no one has a responsibility for, under the

jurisdiction of sone entity who then can proceed forward, a
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couple of you nentioned that. | certainly agree with that
sentinent. That's all | have to say.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: | went through this
on nmy own subdivision. W had the sane thing happen in our
subdi vision. 30, 40 years of time things happen, things get
broken. Some people are forced to clean out their own drain
because of the fact that nobody is there to do it.

And to ne, having -- having a drain, or having
their drain under Joe's supervision, so he can do sonething,
so the lady and her kids don't have to clean out the drain,
['mall for it.

This doesn't seemto be that it's going to be a
costly drain. | nean the pipe is in there and working.
Everything seens like it's being done.

So | think there is a vote of necessity, and I'd
like to take a vote on whether or not to put this under the
jurisdiction of the Gttawa County Drain Conm ssioner

BOARD SECRETARY MARK BENNETT: M. Chair, if | may,
I would be in a position to offer a notion, to notion this
particular Lilac Drain to be part of the -- or under the
jurisdiction of the Water Resources Conm ssioner. And again
t he verbi age being the |ocation, establishment and
construction of the Lilac Drain, | would offer that it is
necessary to be conducive to public health, conveni ence or

wel fare
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BOARD MEMBER STEVE BULTHUI S |' Il support that.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER:  Second?

BOARD MEMBER STEVE BULTHUI S | wi |l support that.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SQUTER: It has been noved
and seconded to approve this petition.

Al in favor, say aye.

(Al'l Board Menbers said, "Aye.")

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER:  Opposed?

Thank you.

Al right. Joe?

WATER RESOCURCES COM JCE BUSH: Am | still on?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON KEN SOQUTER:  You can tal k now.

WATER RESOURCES COM JCE BUSH. | didn't want to
interfere, certainly.

Again, there is a process on the agenda, that if
sonebody wanted to appeal today's necessity, you can appeal
to Probate Court, not to ny department. But there is a |egal
process in Drain Code to appeal it through Probate Court. So
you can do that.

Again for the court reporter, Joe Bush talking.

The other part is we can share afterwards any ot her
questions. But again, | just want to highlight a few things,
that what | see here is not -- | hear a |ot of replacing the
pi pe and costs and mllions and, you know, |'ve already

tal ked to the township recently, and we work -- they're going
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1 to pay for today's hearing, and paying for -- if we have a

2 $10,000 cost so far, the township will take it and pay for

3 it.

4 So there is no assessnents today, or maybe a qui ck
5 clean out, you know, jetting sone pipe fromLilac Court and

6 the sub to another section. |If we jet that out, that should
7 only be maybe a couple grand. W'Ill work with the township

8 W do that all the tine.

9 I work with all 17 townshi ps, and the road
10 commission, and if we can -- we always put it out for bid or
11 maybe work with the DPW W try to get it as cost efficient
12 and effective as possible, because we don't want to put -- we
13 don't want to put a $10 assessment out. It costs nore to do
14 it than what it's worth.
15 But working with the township, your current
16 township board has been wonderful. 1've been doing this for
17 12 years so |'ve built relationships to nmake things work. M
18 job is to provide custonmer service and that's what we do.
19 That's what |I'melected to do.
20 You are going to hold me accountable, I'Il be on
21 the ballot box. But I"'mon nmy fourth term and | |ove
22  Georgetown Township as much as | |love the other 17, and the
23 six cities, and the village |I work for.
24 Again, | don't look for a big project. I'Il be
25 working with Sarah and maybe sone of those concerns over
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there and try to jet it out, do a clean out, nmaybe do a
caner a.

I do not see this as a major construction overhau
because it's working just fine. As they say, if it's not
broken, don't fix it. I'mnot the guy to |look to cone in and
put a new storm sewer in because that would be very costly,
and there is no reason for it, because the only flooding
i ssues that we know of are the ones that spoke today, a
coupl e sinkholes. It seenms to be working fairly well.

| know there has been some erosion concerns, but we
have not been aware of those. Nobody is calling. People
call ne when they have issues. |If they're not calling, it
must be working pretty well. And nmaybe Sarah's issue canme
because, you know, maybe over a matter of not doing

mai nt enance over the years. W get those calls, and we'll

fix them

| appreciate everybody's tinme, | know you' ve been
here for about an hour-and-a-half. | appreciate it. And
pl ease, if you have any questions, |'mhere to answer any of

them Thank you

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: (I naudi bl e) .

WATER RESOURCES COMWM JCE BUSH: The tinmes are
al ways very chal |l engi ng because | have to appoint three board
nmenbers, a court recorder, ny staff, and try to get ny

schedule as well, and the township, thereis alot toit.
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So 4 o'clock is pretty tough, after 5 and 7 people
gets sports. | mean | get it fromall angles. 4 o'clock is
usual Iy the best tine because past 5, especially this time of
year, everybody's kids are in sports and they can't nake it
either. So it's hard to find a good tine.

| try to make it as late as possible, but | do
understand it.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: (I naudi bl e) .

WATER RESOURCES COM JCE BUSH. No, they're not
i nvol ved at this point.

At this point we'll go ahead and close this for the
court reporter, and we can talk afterwards.

(Board of Determ nation concluded at 5:32 p.m)

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

71




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

CERTI FI CATI ON OF COURT REPORTER AND NOTARY PUBLI C

STATE OF M CH GAN )
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COUNTY OF OTTAWA )

| certify that this transcript, consisting of 72
pages, is a conplete, true, and correct record, to the best
of my ability to transcribe the videotape, of the Lilac Drain

Board of Determnation, held on April 25, 2024.
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