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I N RE:

STATE OF M CH GAN
COUNTY OF OTTAVWA

VEADOW GREEN ESTATES #3 DRAI N

BOARD OF DETERM NATI ON

Proceedi ngs commenced at 10:00 a.m, on Thursday,

Novenber 7, 2019, at the City of Coopersville, 289 Danforth

Street, Coopersville, Mchigan, held before Marjorie A

Covey, CSR-2616, Certified Shorthand Reporter and Notary

Publ i c.
APPEARANCES:
M. Joe Bush, Otawa County Water Resources Conm ssi oner
M. Chad Meints, Chief Deputy to Water Resources Comm
Ms. Sara Hirts, Secretary
M. Bill Cargo, Board Chairman
M. Rich VanderKl ok, Board Secretary
M. Ken Souter, Board Menber
M. Ryan McEnhill, P.E., Eng. Engineering
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Coopersville, M chigan
Novenber 7, 2019 - 10:00 a.m
PROCEEDI NGS

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH. Good norni ng,
everyone. It's 10 o'clock so let's go ahead and get this
Board of Determ nation started.

I wel conme everybody to the city of Coopersville.
Everybody can hear nme all right?

My nanme is Joe Bush, the Otawa County Water
Resour ces Commi ssi oner, also known previously as the drain
comm ssioner. Sane seat, sane office, just a different title
name from 2012 when the Board of Comm ssioners and nysel f
changed the nane to Water Resources.

Wiy we're here today is just one of the many, many
jobs that this position holds. | ama countyw de el ected
official. So I'melected, and as part of Drain Code this is
one of ny jobs to do is to hold these public hearings when
receive a petition.

And people are like, what's a petition?

Vell in Drain Code, in order to hold a public
hearing or do an inprovenent | need to hold a Board of
Det er m nati on.

And sone people are |ike, well what does that
consist of? Well that neans | have to hold a public hearing

in the drain district of where it's kind of |ocated, or at

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

the township hall or a city hall. And I appoint three
menbers all per Drain Code. And these board nenbers do not
live in your area, do not live in the city of Coopersville
and have no affiliation wth your city council or any other
boards in this area. And these three gentlenen are appointed
by me which is Drain Code which is state | aw.

| received a petition which can conme in severa
types of ways, by the city or township or road comm ssion or
MDOT or the people. W' ve had nunerous concerns in this
particul ar area about backyard drai nage, fl ooding, ground --
wet ground, the soils are wet. W' ve had nunerous situations
where people called in and had a situation that we can't
really control because it's not part of ny jurisdiction.

VWhat does that nean? | don't have easenents, it
wasn't part of the plat or the devel opnment back in, we'll say
md '60s, md '70s sonetines, even the md '90s. Sonetines
not every plat or subdivision is under ny jurisdiction.

A lot of nmunicipalities are trying to petition ne
to establish those, we call them orphan drains. | have no
jurisdiction or I have no easenments or no rights, by law, to
be on people's property to do a fix. And there is no way to
pay for it.

So the petition that | received on this particular
Meadow Green Estates #3, | believe this is one phase that is

a part of a plat, the other phases are not. That neans |
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don't have any way to go in there and fix anything.

So the petition cane fromthe people. You can get
enough signatures, turn themin, and here starts the process.
This is all part of the process.

So again | appreciate your tine this norning. [|'l]
get a couple of these questions out of the way.

Do we know a scope or a project or a cost? That's
not why we're here today. The Board of Determ nation is to
determi ne the necessity to put it under ny jurisdiction and
nove forward or not.

If this three-panel board says, no, we don't see a
need, then it doesn't nove forward. |[|f they do, then we'll
nove forward to see what kind of fixes that we need to do.

One of the things that holds nme accountable is,

when it is a county drain, which | have over a thousand

county drains with a mnimal staff in OGtawa County, | got
t he whol e county, not just this whole area. | got the whole
county, all 17 townships, six cities and a village, I'monly

all owed to spend 5,000 per nile per year per drain per Drain
Code. So unless | have a resolution fromthe city or
township to spend nore, or | have a petition |ike we have
t oday.

But today's petitionis to see if this goes under
my unbrella of the overall big scope.

| have an engi neer here who will |ater down the
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agenda have a presentation and tal k nore about nmaybe why
we' re here and what he knows.

But I don't have a solution and a cost today.
People are like, what's it going to cost? | have no idea.
Because what happens, if | hire an engineer, accunulate let's
say $20,000 worth of engineering bill, this three-panel board
says, Joe, we don't see a necessity to be under your
jurisdiction, | got a $20,000 engineer bill I got to figure
out how to pay for. So we don't put the carriage before the
hor se.

So today is a necessity, not a project. W don't
have that yet. But we're taking all the people who have been
calling about their concerns and conplaints and figuring out
how we can nove forward, but this is why we hold a public

hearing. Sonme of you mi ght have a problem sone of you m ght

not .

We find out nore about what is wong out there by
hol di ng the public hearing because people -- there is a few
things. People don't know who to call; or they call the city

and they're like, well we don't know what to do, you got to
fix it yourself. That's why I"'mhere. |I'mhere to help fix
those, but | got to do the process.

So that's the nunber one case, nobody knows who to
call and how do you fix it? You got to hire an engi neer or a

contractor or whatever. But that's -- but we're here today
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for necessity.

And then we can help forward that process and a
solution possibly if this three-nmenber board votes yes to
make a notion later in the neeting to say yes or no. That's
totally up to them It's not ny decision.

So being elected this is just one of the processes
| have to do in this situation.

So I'll do introductions for everybody but | wanted

to make sure that everybody is clear that's why we're here,

not to vote on a project. It's not a people vote where, you
know, we'll just say there is 30 people in here and 20 voted
against it. |It's these three panel nenbers that vote forward

or not to go forward.

But we're here today to hear your concerns or your
nei ghbor's concerns because we only know what we know. And
the nore information they get to make a decision, the better,
and the nore information we get if we nove forward, is even
better yet for the engineer.

So Ryan McEnhill, speaking of engineers from Eng.
who works for 25 to 30 drain conm ssioners across the state,
hi s conpany does. He's out of Grand Haven, |ocal engineer
and he's been doing these projects for a good nunber of
years, so he understands drai hage.

And then behind nme is Margie. Margie is a court

recorder, so when you do speak, and we don't have even a mc,
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because we don't have the room but just stand up, speak your
nane, address, and your concern. Speak |oudly because
everything is word for word.

And that's not required by state |law but | do that
to make sure that | can go back and read the mnutes from
every BODs. So if you go to mottawa.org, |ook under Water
Recour ses Commi ssi oner, everyone of ny petitions or Board of
Det erm nati on nmeetings are court recorded so | can use them
in court if sonebody wants to have a question or sue ne, or
nei ghbors are saying, hey, | didn't say that, or she said
that. |It's all court recorded so that's for the benefit of
everybody, even the three-panel board.

So we'll go fromright to left. R chis from
Georgetown Townshi p, he's done a nunber of these board of
det erm nati ons.

And then Bill Cargo, he's from G and Haven
Township. He is their nmanager. He's been doing these for
quite a few years.

And then Ken Souter is from-- he's retired, but
wor ked for the road comm ssion for Gttawa County, | always
get this wong, but nearly 40 years. So he was an engi neer
t here and he understands drai nage.

The reason | pick these three gentlenen to do a | ot
of these is because the priority is drainage, right, and

drain law. Those two things are very inportant and crucia
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to nove forward, and these three gentl enen understand that.
And they also deal with their own issues with the road

conm ssi on, Grand Haven Townshi p and Georgetown Township. So
that's why we're here.

Once | give these three gentlenen the oath --

they'Il stand up -- they'Il stand up and I1'Il give themthe
oath, and they'Il run the neeting. So any questions are to
them and they' Il ask the engineer or nyself if there is

questions that need to be answered.

So they'll run the neeting. |It's their decision,
not mne, to nove forward or not.

So again | appreciate everybody's tine. Sone
peopl e ask why 10 o'clock in the norning? | get nore people
to show up at 10 o'clock than | do at night. People are nore
upset with ne if | have themat night. So | try to just do
them at 10.

You can always wite in, do an e-nmail, those are

al ways recorded and read here in the public coment tinme. So

if thereis -- in the future, you got a BOD, or you know
friends that will be or famly, and they can't neke it,
al ways nmail sonething and it will be read word for word for

the court reporter.
So again, | appreciate your tinme. | knowit's 10
o' clock in the norning and the weat her wasn't great. W have

a great turn out for this particular Board of Determ nation

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

so thank you

Gentl enen, please rise. Raise your right hand.

Do each of you solemly swear that you wll
faithfully performand di scharge the duties inposed upon you
as required by |law as nenbers of the Board of Determ nation
appoi nted by the Otawa County Water Resources Conm ssi oner
to determ ne the necessity for maintenance and i nprovenent
for the Meadow Green Estates #3 drain, located in the city of
Coopersville, in the said county? Gentlenen?

BOARD MEMBER BI LL CARGO | do.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER: | do.

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLCK: 1 do.

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH: Thank you.

BOARD MEMBER BI LL CARGO. The first thing we need
to dois to elect a chairperson and a secretary. Do | have a

notion for the chairperson position?

BOARD VMEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK: I'll make a notion
that Bill Cargo serve as chair.
BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER: |'Ill second that notion.

BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO. Since there is only three
of us, there won't be a lot of discussions. So all in favor
say, aye.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOQUTER: Aye.

BOARD MEMBER Bl LL CARGO.  Aye.

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLCOK:  Aye.
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BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO And | w il serve as
chair since it was w thout objection.

Also we need to elect a secretary. Rich, | wll
make a nom nation for you to be secretary.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER |'Ill second that.

BOARD CHAI RMAN BI LL CARGO:  Any comment s?

Then 1'Il in favor, say aye.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER: Aye.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO  Aye.

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK: Aye.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO: And again it was
unani nous.

As far as rules of public comment, one of the
things that we do is we limt the public comments to three
m nutes per person. You can summarize War And Peace in three
mnutes. Al we want you to do is to tell us whether you
think this is necessary, whether there is any probl ens.

And if you have any questions, we w |l answer that
outside of the three mnutes if there is sonmething we need to
do.

So all in favor of limting public comments to
three minutes per individual, 1'Il nmake that notion, do |
have support?

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOQUTER:  Support.

BOARD SECRETARY RI CH VANDER KLCK: [|'I| agree.
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BOARD CHAI RMAN BI LL CARGO Ckay. W have a notion
and support to limt public coments to three mnutes. Al
in favor, say aye.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER: Aye.

BOARD CHAI RMAN BI LL CARGO  Aye.

BOARD SECRETARY Rl CH VANDER KLOK: Aye.

So the public conmments will be limted to three
m nut es per individual.

The first thing we want to do is we've tal ked a
little bit about the role and function of the board.

Previ ously Joe gave that infornmation.
And so at this tine I'mgoing to ask Ryan to give

the engineer's presentation of the issue or issues in front

of us.

Ryan, do you want to give your slide show at this
time?

ENG NEER RYAN McENHI LL:  Sure.

Wl | good norning, everyone. M nane is Ryan
McEnhill with Eng, I'ma Professional Engineer in the State
of M chi gan.

Qur firmhas offices in Lansing and Grand Haven. |
ki nd of operate and run out of our Grand Haven office. And
as Joe nentioned we work with drain conm ssioners, water
resources comm ssioners all across the state. So Drain Code

and these types of projects are certainly sonething that we
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are very famliar with

Joe al so went through kind of the overview of the
board's role so | won't get into that too nuch. | wll
reiterate though that it is at |east inportant not only for
the board to hear your public comments, but also for ne too
because one of the things that we do when this neeting is
wrapped up is we get a transcript. W go back and read what
your concerns are, so that if a project does happen, that
we'll nake sure that we're addressing all those concerns.

So as Joe nentioned as well we try to keep cost to
a mnimumup front. W don't want to spend a bunch of nobney
up front, should this board for whatever reason turn the
project down. So up front we just a do a little bit of
research.

VWhat we did primarily is review the plat docunents,
kind of the overall drainage plan, the construction draw ngs
that G tawa County had on file to see what kind of
infrastructure is out there currently, what easenents are
avai | abl e.

As Joe nentioned, 1'lIl talk about this alittle bit
| ater, there is only one phase that was actually dedicated to
t he Water Resources Conmi ssioner's office, but there were
dr ai nage easenents granted in other parts of the subdivision.

There is just no nechanismfor Joe's office to

actually go and do work in those areas because the proper
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paperwork wasn't filed back in the day.

So there is easenents there, just no nechanismto
actually, for his office to go in and do any work, and this
process would alleviate that issue as well.

We did spend sone tinme out there in the field,
there was a staff engi neer and al so nyself going out there
and just wal king the properties, trying to see what popped
out visually that has issues as far as stormwater is
concer ned.

And then kind of our goal today is just collect al
that data, conme to this neeting today, give an unbiased | ust
review of the conditions and report to this Board of
Determ nation to assist themin nmaking a decision today.

So one of the things that we did is delineate the
di strict boundary, and so in this particular case we have
kind of two major stormsystens here. There is this one here
that discharges in a 30-inch pipe up to Deer Creek, and then
there is one on the west side here as well.

What we're trying to do with this boundary is
deternmine the |land that drains to those two nmain systens, and
| think incorporates areas actually outside of the plat as
well. This storage area, a lot of the land drains into the
Meadow Green Estates systemand there is sone areas over here
on the east side and also a little bit over here on the west

side that actually gets into these systens as well.
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So all in all what we do is we use topographic
maps. O tawa County has one-foot contours that really help
us to be able to delineate these things. W review culvert
inventories fromthe road comm ssion to see if water can get
fromone side of the road to the other.

So we're actually able to get these pretty darn
close with all the technol ogy today.

And all in all we have 51 acres in this particular
wat er shed.

One thing Joe tal ked about was the orphan drain
system And if you |ook on the map that you have, that was
wWith your mailing, so that area in orange, right nowthat's
Meadow Green #3. That's a third phase of this subdivision.
That's actually the only plat that went through the proper
channels with Gttawa County to get the storm sewer installed,
the easenents granted and the docunentation which we call 425
or 433 agreenent that dedicates all that infrastructure to
Joe's office.

So right now he only has the |egal authority to do
work on that orange part. Qur intent with -- and the rest of
these areas in yellow on your nap, those are all considered
orphan drains, so right now there is no nechanismfor the
city to go in there and fix them

If a pipe were to collapse, | nean essentially it

woul d be either private |and owners, if it was in your back
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yard or you could try to get the city to help you do it.
There is not a |ot of avenues out there.

So this process is very inportant so when you have
public infrastructure there is a public entity that can go in
and mai ntain and i nprove that shoul d sonething catastrophic
i ke that happen.

So just going over just an overall overview of the
system we're primarily tal king about the encl osed drai nage
systens in the subdivision, two nain branches, a | ot of rear
yard drai nage, which | think are probably where a | ot of the
i ssues stemfromis these rear yard areas.

And this storm system was designed for a 10-year
event, which is pretty typical. The one thing that concerned
me right anay is a lot of these rear yard areas, if they do
surcharge or buildup, a lot of hones are, could potentially
be i npact ed.

And typically we woul d design a rear yard drai nage
systemfor a lot less frequent rain event |like a 25-year or
hundred-year rain event so those pipes are able to convey
nore stormwat er than naybe street drai nage because we want
to make sure hones are protected.

So right now everything in this subdivision is
desi gned for a 10-year occurrence interval.

So just Coopersville in general, the soil, nostly

silty clay. Probably the biggest reason why there is so nmuch

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

15




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

standi ng water, sponginess, it takes a long, long tine once
that soil gets saturated to where it can actually dry out.

In this particular case, this is fromthe NRCS soi
survey and this is what we use as a tool to see what
different kinds of soils are out there. There is a |ot of
different soil conditions which are summari zed over here, but
they kind of share the same characteristics.

It's mainly silty clay | oamout there, shall ow
depths to the water table, |ow perneability. Al that stuff
| eads to frequent ponding which |'msure a | ot of you see
when you run your |awn nower in the backyard that it's really
tough to get through there with all the spongi ness.

| just wanted to go through a few photos. | know
the people nostly, nost of the people in the roomare
famliar wth this but for the board as well.

This is kind of that |awn nower situation where
iIt's just very wet in the rear yard areas. A lot of that is
due to soil conditions.

This section here is kind of a natural drainage
course, down the middle of the property. That would be
| ocated in this general area. Everything flows in this
direction and down to Deer Creek. It's kind of overgrown
W th vegetation.

Mor e phot os throughout the subdivision just kind of

I ndicating those sanme types of conditions, standing water. A
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| ot of these rear yard areas have to travel a long distance
to get to a subdivision. The clay soils obviously have a big
I mpact on retaining that water and just having it sit there.
It was pretty common when we did our field inspections out

t here.

This is actually the upper part near the storage
area. This kind of junped out at us because it wasn't
included in the basis of design for the subdivision storm
sewer system So this is an extra input, even though it's
kind of a makeshift detention systemthere it's stil
di scharging nore than what this systemwas originally
desi gned for.

And then this is a 30-inch outlet that discharges
into Deer Creek. Obviously quite a bit of sedinent
deposition down there that's being discharged too. There is
not any pretreatnent of stormwater in the Deer Creek.

Ri ght now the current standards are obviously a | ot
different than they were back in the early '90s, pretty nuch
with every system storm water managenent plan that cones
through the county these days there is always a water quality
el enent that we try to include, and detention as well. So a
| ot of this system doesn't have either of those el enents.

And it's sonething, water quality, nost people
don't think about that, but I'msure as a county official Joe

woul d want to protect our waterways and nmake sure we got
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clean water going in there. So that's another item we
noti ced.

And then just to reiterate an overall summary we
noted that the ten-year design is what things are currently
desi gned for which caused ne a little bit of concern
especially with the rear yard drainage. And then the soils
obviously | think are playing a big inpact in the standing
wat er and spongi ness that you guys see in your rear yard
ar ea.

| added this slide because we normally don't talk
about solutions at these neetings, we want to nake sure that
the board finds it necessary before we actually get into
sol utions.

But questions always conme up, is there any way you
can fix any of this stuff. And we certainly can't go out and
renoval all the clay soils throughout the subdivision, it's
just not financially feasible.

But one of the things we do in rear yard soil areas
where water is being concentrated is we try to get, you know,
within a reasonabl e di stance maybe 20 foot w de, we renove
the clay soils, we put in a perforated pi pe maybe in a stone,
almost |ike a French drain, if that's sonething you're
famliar with, and build that all the way back up with sand
or granular material that can actually infiltrate.

So this system-- and get it back vegetative, this
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systemactually allows water to infiltrate where right now
these clay soils are not allow ng you any of that capability.

Look at upgradi ng sone of these rear yard systens
to, froma 10-year to a m nimum of 25-year rainfall event.

And again | look forward to hearing your comments
to see exactly what the issues are that you see out there on
a daily basis. But that was one thing that we would |ikely
recomrend.

Revi ew ki nd of how that off-site drainage is
i npacting the systemthat's currently designed for a
ten-year, because again it wasn't originally included in the
basis of design for this subdivision.

And then the last thing was to probably | ook at
sonme sort of pretreatnent nechanism W want to try to
protect Deer Creek if there is sonmething we can do froma
pretreatnment, obviously there is a lot of roads that generate
sand, oils, all that stuff that are being straight discharged
into the creek.

So those are just some of the solutions that we
| ooked at. Again | don't want to get too nuch into those but
those are sone ideas that we came up wth.

Next steps, obviously public testinmony is very
I nportant.

This board will determ ne the necessity of the

petition. |If they find it not necessary, this project is
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done. Again, the only thing that Gtawa County woul d have
jurisdiction over would continue to just be the storm sewer
in the orange areas. All the other stuff in the yell ow areas
woul d remain private.

If it's found necessary, usually what we do is --
then we start getting themto doing some survey work,
eval uati ng what issues you bring to the table today that we
shoul d be looking at. | would sit down with Joe and say what
do we want the scope of this project to be, and then we get
into detail ed design.

Typically we try to have a scope neeting with you
folks again to say this is what we're thinking, we think this
is going to solve the issues, but what do you think, are
there areas that we're mssing. And we try to incorporate
all those so we know everybody's issues are at |east given
attention and hopefully resolved at the end of the day.

Dependi ng on what we do, easenents may be
necessary, permts fromthe Mchigan, formerly DEQ now EG.E
may be necessary. | think we may be able to avoid that on
this particular project, but easenents and permts are always
sonmet hing that cone into play on these projects.

So those are the next steps.

If the board has any questions for ne, |'m happy to
answer them

BOARD CHAI RMAN BI LL CARGO |Is this proposed
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drai nage district located wwthin the city of Coopersville?

ENG NEER RYAN McENHI LL:  Entirely.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO  So from what |
under stand because it's an orphan drain we can not spend
public nonies on it. |If you do an assessnent, typically sone
of the assessnent would go to the city, sonme of the
assessnment would go to the county, some of the assessnent
m ght go to the county road commi ssion, that is not an option
under the current -- because it is an orphan drain, correct?

ENG NEER RYAN McENHI LL: Correct.

BOARD CHAI RMAN BI LL CARGO Ckay. Are there any
ot her questions, Ken, Rich?

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOQUTER: No, not at this point.

BOARD SECRETARY Rl CH VANDER KLOK:  No.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO: At this stage | like to
ask -- first of all I'd like to ask is there anybody fromthe
city of Coopersville here today that would |like to nake a
conment ?

kay. Then I'l1 take public comment. Because this
is afairly small roomand we don't have an audi o system
hooked up, I'll have you stand where you're at. Please give
your name and your address and then you can have any public
conment s.

After your public comments, if you have a question,

we wll try to respond to those, but we're going to go around
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this entire roomonce and gi ve everybody an opportunity to
speak.

That said, 1'll start on ny right on the first row,
any comments from you?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Not at this tine.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO:  Well this is your only
time. Do you have any comments -- | just want to let you
know, we go through this once.

The gentl eman next to you? |If you would stand and
gi ve your nane and address.

MR, JAMES TROMBRIDGE: My nane is Janes Trowbri dge.
I live at 754 Ri dgefield.

On the map here, it would be the third |Iot as you
come in fromdd eveland fromthe north on the east side.

And one of the slides that you showed earlier had
t he back of our house. You were actually show ng the
backyard. It was actually the first one. | don't know if
you can go back to that or not. Go back one nore, one nore
agai n.

kay, on the left is our backyard. That area in
the corner that borders with Wayne Adans. And ny yard does
not drain. In the spring sonmetinmes | think if it freezes, |
could put up a sign and allow people to ice skate. It's
terrible. There is no drainage, we end up with a problem

can't now it.
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This year was particularly bad because of all of
the wet weather that we had.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO:  Coul d you turn around
because | want you to address your comments to the board if
you woul d.

MR, JAMES TROVWBRI DGE:  Sure.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BILL CARGO It's a conversation
bet ween us, not the audience.

MR. JAMES TROMBRIDGE: Sure. |It's not drainage.
The water is not getting out of there and we have to wait
sonetinmes for weeks in the spring. Always we now in a nud
hol e.

And this year, because of all the wet weather,
through -- I"'mto the point right now because of heart issues
I"mnot able to nmow nmy backyard but | hire it done and the
peopl e that are nowi ng the yard have been conpl ai ni ng t hey
can't get onit. It's very difficult to nmow, very difficult
to deal with. And we just would like to work on figuring out
how we can get it to drain.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO | understand. Do you
have any infiltration or any issues in your house or basenent
or are you runni ng sunp punps or do you have any problemwth
the structure itself?

MR, JAMES TROMBRI DGE: | have a sunp punp and

because we're in clay, if we have a |ot of water, |'ve had
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the sunp punp go off every 30 seconds.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO  Ckay.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER: \WWere does that drain to?

MR. JAMES TROMBRIDGE: It drains -- it will be to
t he west of the house, which would be toward Ri dgefield
Street.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO  Ckay.

MR JAMES TROMBRIDGE: So it doesn't drain to the
back so that's not creating the problemin the back.

It seens to me like on nmy lot, | noticed there was
an easenent that ran through the center of ny backyard from
north to south.

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: W were told that.

MR JAMES TROMBRIDGE: W were told that. So the
water actually runs fromthe north down the center of ny
backyard, then curves around. And rather then get to
drainage it collects in our backyard and Wayne Adami s
backyard and beconmes a nud hol e every year

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO Okay, | appreciate it.

Thank you.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOQUTER: Is that shown on the
pl at ?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  This is the area where it al
gathers right here. It's all down to the point where it

shoul d, but it can't go no further because of a problemright
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here with this dirt right here being higher than the rest of
it. It janbs up right there.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO: | understand what
you' re saying. Thank you very nuch.

Next ?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  [I'mw th him

BOARD CHAI RVAN BILL CARGO |1'mgoing to go to the
second row. Lady on the end of the row, any comments?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  No.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO: Next to you?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: (I ndi cating).

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO  Okay. Next?

MR. FRED KOSTEN. M nane is Fred Kosten, | live at
612 Birkdale Court.

We have a drain on the property |ine between ny
yard and the nei ghbor's yard, and we still have the problem
from March through, oh, My sonetinme, just like Jimhad. And
| spent $4,000 to have that fixed and have tile put in there.
And, you know, how nmany properties are we tal king about that
woul d have to be tiled, M. Engineer? Are we talking
about - -

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO: Again, direct it to ne
and I wll try to find out. W're not here to tal k about the
scope of the project. The under drain he was tal king about

is a possible solution. [|'ve seen that be successful in
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other -- 1 call it an under drain, that nay not be proper
technol ogy, but again we're not talking about scope.

Do you have problens with fl ooding on your
property?

MR. FRANK KOSTEN: Not after | spent 4000 to take
care of it.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO  Ckay.

MR. FRANK KOSTEN: | know I'm screwed, but |'m
going to have to spend sone noney for everybody's solution to
this problem when | spent $4,000 to take care of it mnyself.

BOARD CHAI RMAN BI LL CARGO \Where did you put --
where did you di scharge the drains you put in?

MR. FRANK KOSTEN:  You'd have to ask the contractor
t hat .

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO: Okay. So it's

di scharged of f your property into this drainage system you

t hi nk?
MR. FRANK KOSTEN: | think so.
BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO. | appreciate it.
Third row, if you' d stand and gi ve your nanme and
addr ess.

MR. TODD HANSON. Todd Hanson. | live at 774
Fiel dstone, so I'mcurrently in the one district that has the
dr ai nage.

My concern is just the cost of sone of this,
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especially if we already live in the drainage district. And
al so you nentioned ten-year drain situation or whatever. |
mean it's wet everywhere so is this just a major issue this
year? Is it going to -- will things dry out? Because our
backyard gets danp too and we're runni ng sunp punps.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO: How | ong have you |ived
t here?

MR. TODD HANSON: We've been there about six years
NOW.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO Has it gotten worse or
stayed about the sane?

MR, TODD HANSON: | would say the sane other than
this year it's obviously wetter, but I think it's the way
we've gotten the rain. | don't knowif we've gotten nore
volume, but it's cone all at one tine.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO  Ckay.

MR. TODD HANSON: And then, you know, as this
gentl eman said, we don't know the scope of the cost of this,
which we can't find out until it's passed. | feel like we're
passi ng Cbana Care again here.

You know, if it's going to cost us each four or
five thousand dollar, but he took care of it hinself. |
don't want anybody to have water in their basenent but
sonetines that's part of the issues we have with our own

hone.
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But that's ny main concern and | feel like it's
bei ng rushed. You're here to get information, but all you're
getting is the information today. You don't really even have
time to think about it, as Joe nmentioned. W're here to hear
fromall of us to see who is having problens and who is not.

| nean again if it's alittle bit of water in
backyards, | don't see that being that big of an issue.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO: Appreciate it.

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: It's a lake in the backyard.

BOARD CHAI RMAN BI LL CARGO That's all right.

W' ve heard your comment. We're going to hear from
ever ybody.

MR, JEREMY BABCOCK: Jereny Babcock, 773
Fi el dstone, so right across the street from Todd.

Yeah, | actually have a drain outlet right on the

back corner between ny yard and the Sl ocuns, which is right

next to us. | still have standing water in ny backyard.
However, |'m fortunate enough to where ny tile job
around ny house and the grade there, | don't have any water

i nside of nmy house. M sunp punp has never ran in the 14
years |'ve been there. | have to yearly go down and check.
So ny concern would be | still have standi ng water
in the current district, so if we were to expand that, is it
only going to -- are we only going to expand into the current

or are we also going to try to fix and replace what's
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currently there?
BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO From what | understand

they're taking coments today to find the scope of the

project if one is necessary. |If you' re having standi ng water
in your back yard, then that would, | suspect, be included in
any project scope that they have. | can't guarantee that,
but | | ook at Joe and he's shaking his head, so they would

| ook at that at that tine too.

And again this does not seemlike a huge project
that we're looking at, but again I"monly here to tal k about
necessity. So | appreciate your comments.

MR. JEREMY BABCOCK: | still have two m nutes,
right?

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO  Ckay.

MR. JEREMY BABCOCK: So on top of that what are the
guarantees that any of this would work? Yes, it is an
i nconveni ence for ne to have standing water in ny backyard
when it rains, a few days later it dries up.

Like this gentleman, it's hard for ne to now
sonetimes. M backyard gets twice as long as ny front yard.

So if I'"mspending this noney to help others, and
not to be that guy, but if I"mgoing to hel p spend that noney
to hel p produce and hel p everybody else, | want to make sure
nmy problens are taken care of as well.

So how do we guarantee that any solution is going
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to work if |I'm paying?

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO: And | think one of the
things that we heard fromthe engineer is that if there is
decided that this is a necessity and this project needs to be
I ncorporated, they will have another neeting to go over the
actual engineering. And those are questions at that tine
that | think they would be able to answer with nore clarity
and assurity. R ght now we can't.

MR. JEREMY BABCOCK: And as this gentleman, | too
have cone up with many solutions of how | plan to fix mne
nmysel f getting through that four-inch band of clay that's 12
i nches down in ny backyard.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO  Appreciate it.

Next to hinf

M5. DEBRAH W GG NS: My nane is Deb Wggins, |
l'ive at 609 Birkdal e Court.

["'mnot sure if | can put in a lot of thought here,
but we have the shared drain that is in M. Kosten's
backyard. So it kind of like |lays over our property line.

We, like this gentleman, we have -- sonetines we
have water in our backyard but it dries up eventually and you
can go back there and now just fine. [|I'mnot the |awn nower
so | have no idea how wet it gets back there.

I have noticed though over the several years -- we

nmoved in in 1995, | think it was, that from on this yellow
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map, fromthis area over in here, there tends to be nore
wat er that runs out this way.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO  Ckay.

MS. DEBRAH WGGE NS:  And that stands there for a
little bit |longer than what we've experienced in our
backyard. W have a sunp punp, we haven't had water in our
basenment. So we are affected a little bit by sone of the
dr ai nage, but not a huge concern.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO Ckay. Appreciate it.

Next ?

MR, WAYNE ADAMS: | am Wayne Adans. | live at 746
Ri dgefield. That's ny backyard right there.

The reason | had proposed this whole thing to go to
you guys there, the county there is because | tried to get
the city to do sonething about the problemthere. They
didn't want to cooperate. They said it was private |and
t here.

I have made the investigation of what it woul d cost
there to get a catch basin there where it all collects in the
back of my yard and run it through to the drain that's on
that property there where it should be draining to.

The problemis the previous owners there had built
that property up to put a swing set right there. And it gets
damred up there where it's about 5 or 6 inches deep and then

it will go over that little hill that got built up over the
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years and that's the probl em

| know the $200 there that got offered to the
property owner to take care of that woul d have covered the
costs of the itens, it wouldn't pay to get it installed, and
| certainly amnot going to dig it up to do it. But that was
of fered here.

But this was the only solution to get this to
bel ong to the county so that the county could do sonething
about it.

In the long run | think everybody will benefit from
this but this is not the way | wanted to do it. | wanted to
of fer noney to the property owner there.

The property itself there is not, you know, the
person that owns it right nowis not the one that caused the
problem But the way | look at it there, the problemis with
their property, that offering noney to help pay for it would
have been ny solution there to offer the noney to buy the
materials to do the catch basin, the hose, to run it right
through to that drain there. That would have taken care of
the whole problemthere for a couple hundred dollars materi al
w se, that would have covered the cost.

| checked it out nyself.

BOARD CHAI RMAN BI LL CARGO One of the things that
we have to ask of the Water Resources Commission is that they

size the project to the size of the problem
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| agree with the people who are concerned that you
don't want to have a hundred dollar problemw th a $10, 000
solution. But again that's where we | ook to the engi neer and
t he Water Resources Conmm ssioner.

MR. VWAYNE ADAMS: Right, | think this will benefit
everybody, don't get nme wong, but this is not the way I
wanted to have it handl ed.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO  And the other thing is
if this is brought under the purview or the responsibility of
the Gtawa County Water Resources Conm ssion, the city would
be paying a portion of it as an at-large cost, so the city
woul d be putting noney towards it at that stage.

MR. WAYNE ADAMS: (Good.

M5. DIANE BAIRD: |'m D ane Bard, | live at 650
Bi rkdal e Court.

And | do have water in the backyard, but as these
gentlenmen say, | wait for it to dry out and then now ny | awn.
The grass does get |onger in the back sonetine.

This came up as kind of a surprise for a petition
| never got a petition to sign to bring all this up.

But I do know that ny nei ghbor that |ives next door
to me, there is a drain on the other side of their property,
bet ween their house and the next house. | don't think that
drain is doing anything or hasn't done anyt hing.

Now | have water in the backyard, yes, to a certain
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point. It only cones up hal fway, and then the rest of it is
dry.

And ny front yard slants to the street so | have no
problemw th the front yard at all.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO  Ckay.

M5. DIANE BAIRD: But I'll be honest with you, I'm
worried about the cost on this because | have a limted
income. And you say you can't say what the cost is, but ny
t hought was this was done in Eagle Ridge, now | may be w ong,
but 1'd like to know what it cost those people to do it.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO  Ckay.

M5. DI ANE BAI RD: Because it's ny understandi ng
that it was done there, and |'ve heard nightnmare stories. So
that's why |I'm here.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO Ckay. Appreciate it.

Next ?

MR. TOM POSTHUMUS: M nane i s Tom Post hunus. |
have property on 1014 West O evel and.

The piece that looks |like it's affecting ne is on
64th to the west, there is a little yellow highlighted area
at 727. 1 have no problemw th drainage. And I don't have a
clue of how or why | got affected by this drainage of the
residential things to the east.

Yes, | have standing water in the woods, so what.

That's farm ground, |and that possibly down the road wll be
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devel oped.

| just don't understand how | got tied into
sonmething like this and why it's going to cost ne sonething
that's not going to benefit ne at all

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO: One of the things we
will do at the end of this is we will ask the engi neer to
confirmand affirmwhere the water is draining from

If you don't think your property should be included

in this drainage district, please talk to the engi neer

afterwards, give himthe information, and they will verify
whet her, you know -- the one thing that's easy about storm
drai nage is we know water flows downhill so they can check to

see if your property is contributing at all to the water
that's accunulating in this proposed district.

MR. TOM POSTHUMUS: The other thing I want to say
Is 64th Avenue goes down the center and I don't have a clue

how it's getting over to the east side.

| know the -- actually the northeast corner of ny
woods does get wet in the spring. It's dry, and it's been
dry all sumrer now. | drive through there every so often
with my tractor and ny golf cart. |It's dry, so I'mjust kind

of wondering how | got tied into it.
BOARD CHAI RMAN BI LL CARGO: W' |1 have hi m check
into that.

MR, TOM POSTHUMUS: (kay.
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BOARD CHAI RMAN BI LL CARGO  And going back to the
fourth row, on ny left?

MR DOC WALDIE: MW nanme is Doc Waldie. | live at
781 Ridgefield.

" m probably the | owest, |owest home in the area as
far as ground level, fromwhere you re pulling out on
Cleveland to go to Richfield, it's all uphill. There is a
little drainage streamto nmy backyard, but |'ve never had
flooding. |'ve never had water problens.

| wasn't aware until this neeting that Janmes that
just lives a couple doors down across the street and down
fromne, | didn't realize he was having probl ens.

But I don't know as anything that | have
contri butes, does any damage to anybody el se.

"Il speak with the engineer afterwards, but I
don't know. | wasn't aware there was -- | knew there was
sonme houses up on Fi el dstone that were havi ng water problens,
but | didn't realize there was water problens other places in
t he devel opnent.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO  Ckay.

MR. DOC WALDIE: |'ve been there since '95, '96,
what ever .

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO  Ckay.

MR. DOC WALDIE: But |I've got no problem

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO:. Appreciate it, thank
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you.
Gent| eman next to him
MR JERRY TOOGOOD: Good norning. M nane is Jerry
Toogood, and | live at 984 East Street. | amnot part of

this project.

I was part of the Eagle Ridge drai nage project |ast

year. And the inprovenents that was nade there, | think were
significant. | haven't really heard anybody conpl ai ni ng.
| don't live in Eagle Ridge, | live on East Street.

My water problemis due to agricultural fields to the north
of nme.

| guess what |1'd Iike to nake a statenent or maybe
the -- what |'mwondering is why Eagle Ridge, and now this
devel opnment? These are fairly new devel opnents, probably al
devel oped within the last 20 years. Wy do we have all these
dr ai nage problens? Wat is not being done? You know.

Was anything submtted to the Drain Conmm ssioner's
of fice or Water Resources director for approval prior to
t hese devel opnents being built?

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO: One of the things that
has changed since the late 1990s is that | know the |oca
muni ci palities and Otawa County have a nuch greater
i nvol venent in review ng and approvi ng these drain systens.

Before there was a belief that the easenents that

were being granted for drai nage woul d put these drainage
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systens into county drai nage district, and that they had
oversight of them That wasn't true.

Now a days if you were putting in this exact sane
devel opnent, the O tawa County Drain Conmm ssioner woul d work
with the devel oper to assure that there was -- typically they
do at least to the 25-year storm In the township of G and
Haven they typically do it to a hundred-year storm nowadays
because back in the '90s, for whatever reason, | agree, that
they do not neet the standards that they're neeting today.

And so we're having to go back and | ook at these
districts, bring theminto the drain so that corrections can
be made, mai ntenance can be done. Renenber that $5,000 a
mle, that can do sinple things.

But right now | agree that this probably was not
reviewed by the drain conm ssioner at the tine.

MR. JERRY TOOGOOD: Ckay. One last thing I'd just
like to say, | worked with Joe and Ryan both on that project
and they cane over to ny house a nunber of tinmes. | was
real ly happy working with these gentlenen.

Wasn't quite so happy with the contractor they
used, but | was happy working with them

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO  Appreciate it.

Gent| eman next to hinf

UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  No comment .

BOARD CHAI RVAN Bl LL CARGO Gentl eman in the red
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shirt?

MR. KEN BUSH: Ken bush, | live at 663 Birkdal e
Court.

|"ve been there over 20 years. | don't understand
the drain system where it's all going.

| do have a -- | don't knowif it's a catch basin
or | each basin on the easenent in between ny house and it
woul d be 675. There is a drain that, in the gutter -- okay,
in the road, that lines up with the, with ny catch basin, or
| each basi n.

I don't know where all this water is going from or
to, but | do know probably two nonths ago when we had the big
rain stormstarting at about 10 o'clock at night, ny famly
and | were down in ny basenent, at the crock pot, and we were
getting water out of there about ten to fifteen gallons a
m nut e.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO  Ckay.

MR KEN BUSH: And that's hard to take care of.

But ny backyard is not standing water. It's a
little bit higher in the backyard there, but it's very
spongy, | nean to wal k across that. | don't know what it is,
but --

BOARD CHAI RMAN BI LL CARGO Ckay. Appreciate it.

Next ?

M5. JANE CHANDLER: |'"'mJane Chandler, | |ive at
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707 Ri dgefield.

And | have no sunp punp in ny basenent and | have
no standing water in ny backyard. |'ve never had a water
I Ssue.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO: Ckay. Appreciate it.

We're going to go to the next row back?

MR ERIC GOETCHEUS: Hi, |I'mEric CGoetchus, and |
ama part-tine renter at 675 Birkdale Court, nore inportantly
t he groundskeeper. W take care of everything outside.

There is definitely a |lot of water back there. W
have the drain on the east side of the property towards Ken's
yard. So we have 695 and then 746 and 754 Ri dgefield Drive,
all those houses get |lots of water back there. 1'd say the
695 Birkdal e Court, he gets at |east a 30-foot radius of
standi ng water; and of course Wayne gets his water, and Janes
gets a ot of water over there too.

And | think the idea originally of the devel oper to
have it all swoop down to go fromwest to east in the back of
675, the first picture, the main picture, right there on that
|l eft picture, it would all flow that way. And it
definitely -- it just seens |like that whole area on the
corner of all the houses has settled down.

There was a swing set there. |t was never propped
up by the people before us, and that's been taken out, and

that thing sat in water too. So there was definitely no
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rai sing of -- these people weren't capabl e of doing that.
They put a swing set there, they didn't raise it up with any
dirt or anything |like that.

So I"'msurprised that Ryan fromthe city -- 1 think
it's Brian, he's been out a nunber of tinmes. He's famliar
with the whole situation and ot her areas of the nei ghborhood
too. I'msurprised he's not here. He's probably the nost
experi enced person on the whole project fromthe city of
Coopersville.

W had tal ked with himabout putting an inlet into
the drain, |ike Ken said, where does it go. He said it goes
straight to the street. Because ideally if it went right
down the back, we could put another hole in and drain it
right there and go in the system but it doesn't go that way.
It comes -- it goes straight to Birkdale Court.

So we did have |lots of water on that rain that Ken
said a nonth and a half ago, our crock pot ended up busting
and water in the basement. |I'msure it's all (inaudible).

But we've been there two years, and in ny mnd this
has to be the whole project. W're here today to decide if
it becones the whole block, it has to. It can't be just that
one corner. That wouldn't nake any sense at all

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO  Ckay.

MR, ERI C GOETCHEUS: But the funny thing was

sonebody cane to Janet's door and offered a hundred doll ars,
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and | don't know what a hundred dollars woul d get you, I
thought it was for ne to investigate the probl ens because a
bucket of rocks, how nuch does that cost today, right?

But the systemyou put up there, there was the '90s
system but | swear it just settled, the whole area settled
down and it just doesn't cone over to get to the east side of
the property anynore.

But the idea that -- exaggerated, $200, but the
i dea that --

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: | tried to nake the second offer
but you didn't --

MR. ERI C GOETCHEUS: But the idea that a hundred
dollars would do anything, just to rent a trench thing, it's
250 for the day.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO  Ckay.

MR. ERI C GOETCHEUS: For digging the hole, right?
So it is a mpjor project.

And | do wal k out, we have a dog so |I'm al ways out
at the city property there at, is it 561? That's a half
swanp in the open area behind Deb and Fred. | nean if you
wal k out there, that's a lake any tinme it rains for weeks
after that.

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: It is not.

MR, ERIC GOETCHEUS: To the grass, to the grass

level. There is a lot of water out there, it doesn't go
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anynore. |It's nore than one area.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO: | appreciate the
conment s.

And next ?

MR. PAUL BELL: |I'mPaul Bell. 1'mat 396
Ri dgefi el d.

Same thing with the backyard drainage. | do have a

sunp punp that |I've had to replace three tines since we've
noved i n because sunp punps burning up and what have you with
t he amount of water that goes through there.

W' ve lived in the house since '04. Just this
year, after the basenent flooded, just this year | put in the
drain tiles and what not and been working, tried working with
the city. They were willing to tap the stormdrain for
anything -- for the tiles and what have you running to the
storm drain.

Right nowthe -- | did spend the 12 grand in
drai nage just -- and it is split between going to the storm
drain in the street, as well as the conmunity drain on the
property at 472.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO  Ckay.

MR. PAUL BELL: |'mjust curious where everything
woul d fall into place.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO  And | think again, we

have sone ideas, they're very prelimnary that were shared,
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but we can't tell you that now W wll have to -- if there
I's public nonies that are going to be spent on this, and
agai n Coopersville would have to pay a portion, the county
woul d pay a portion of it, the road comm ssion would |ikely
pay a portion of it.

But you're right the other portion would be
assessed anong the property owners and we don't know what the
cost would be. But that is why he has commtted that he
woul d cone back with any engi neering just so people
under st and t he scope.

And at that tine they would have an estimated
construction cost, correct, Joe?

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH:  Good possibly.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGOD. (Ckay. But again, |
understand the problens you' re having and that has to be
frustrating, to say the | east.

MR. PAUL BELL: |Indeed. Thank you.

MR JEFF CUNNINGHAM |'m Jeff Cunningham | live
at 417 Ridgefield Drive. W' ve been there 20 years, our sunp
punp, like Paul's, runs constantly.

We had not had water in our basenent, but we are --
our sunmp punp runs all the tine. W have, between oursel ves
and t he nei ghbor we have a 25 and 35-foot w de swale all the
way behind our properties that are wet all the tinme, not sone

of the time, not part of the time, all the tinme, including
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ri ght now where you can't wal k back there.

BOARD CHAI RVMAN BI LL CARGO: Can | ask a question?
Wth regard to your sunp punp, does it drain into the system
or does it drain --

MR. JEFF CUNNI NGHAM It does.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO: Do you think it's just
circulating or do you think it's actually going off your
property?

MR. JEFF CUNNI NGHAM No. Qur punp goes into the
stormsewer. W have a drain in the garage that then drains
into the city storm sewer.

BOARD CHAI RMAN BI LL CARGO  Ckay, thank you

Next ?
M5. AMY KARNS: |'m Any Karns, 628 Birkdal e Court.
|'ve lived there since '98. Yes, |'mthat old.

And we had no issue. The first few years we |ived
there, we had no sunp punp. It never runs. W do have it
feed into the front of our house but it never goes off. A
di sclainmer, we have a bilevel so we're only four feet in the
ground. The only water we get is probably the |ast ten feet
of our yard and we just don't nmowit. And | like it because
then we don't have to water our backyard.

Thank you.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO And the far side?

UNKNOMN SPEAKER: No conment.
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BOARD CHAI RMAN BI LL CARGO Ckay. I1'll go to the
back row?

Yes, that would be great.

MR. BRIAN METTEN. Brian Metten, 664 Fiel dstone.
I"mthe very | ast house east, southeast corner.

The gentl eman prior tal ked about all the water in
the woods at the end, that water cannot drain any place. And
the water in the spring ten foot fromny house is six inches
deep. And | have two sunps punps that run constantly, very
rare that | go through a year w thout burning one of them up.

The water in the back in the woods, there is a
drain in the back west corner of ny property, but the only
way that water can get to that is if it gets about a
foot-and-a-half deep in the woods, then it will overflow the
yards. But ny yard is always wet back there.

In the spring when the ice is on the ground, that
water fromthe woods cannot go any place and it gets right up
cl ose to nmy house.

And | have to go out there with the thick ice and
chop a four-foot strip fromthe drain all the way across ny
property to the woods, and then you can go white water
rafting out there if you wanted to, it's such force.

But 1'm not getting younger, | can't be chopping
I ce.

The city used to dunp all the snow fromall the
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streets and everything here right at the end of the road.
And | conpl ained to them about that because that water would
go no place, and they basically said too bad.

So I got a hold of the DEQ they canme out and
checked it and they said what they were doing was agai nst the
| aw and gave ne a list of |awyers to contact.

So when | talked to the city, they stopped pl ow ng
snow in there anynore. But still | get a lot of water and
ice the last few years.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO | understand. Thank
you.

Next to hinP Ckay.

I|"mgoing to go very back row.

MR MKE SCRRMGER: |I'mMke Scringer. | live at
515 Ridgefield Drive.

W have, | guess it would be the southwest corner
of 493, our neighbors, there is a catch basin, a drain. And
it looks |ike along the back of our property there is sone
sort of a pipe, a drain. It runs down through there because
you can actually see the dirt crowned or the grass crowned
al ong the back of our |ot.

So to the north of us, our northwest corner is the
| ast spot. And then fromthere going north it continually
gets worse because it starts to drop downhill.

Qur sunp punp does run probably every ten m nutes
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at this tine of year. W're on our third sunp punp and we've
been there since 2007. But if we have a dry sumrer, it won't
run at all.

So | guess one of ny biggest questions is we all
know that the G eat Lakes are at an all-tine high, you know.
Is that driving the water table across the state to an
all-time high? So is this a cyclical event that wll
eventual |y change itself, or is this really an ongoi ng event.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO | do know that five of
the | ast six years have been wetter than average which has
contributed to the | ake I evels. And again, that woul d have
to be sonething that the, if this noves forward, that they'd
have to take into consideration. And again, they -- but
you're right, five of the |ast six years have been wetter
than normal with the data that 1've | ooked at.

MR. M KE SCRIMEER: Qur sunp punp drains right to
the end of that, where | believe that pipe stops so it drains
into the back, into that whol e drainage in the backyard. So
we're certainly not doing anybody any favors in that respect.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO  Ckay.

MR MKE SCRIMZER: | do know t he nei ghbors to the
north of us, their sunp punp goes into the stormsewer. And
| don't know how it was determ ned when the honmes were built,
whi ch ones went into the storm sewer and which ones didn't.

We do have an electrical box right in the front so | don't
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know i f they can trudge through that area.

It's -- so again, | wouldn't call them problens,
but we have to watch it. | think we're, you know, we're in a
relatively hit or mss spot. Sonetines it's bad, sonetines
it's not.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO. Ckay. | appreciate it.

And | think we have one nore individual in the very
back row? Did you want to speak?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Me?

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO  Yes.

UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  No.

BOARD CHAI RMAN BI LL CARGO Ckay. At this point we
have gi ven everybody an opportunity to nmake public comrents
on this, and so now we're going to have a conversation in
front of you about this, about this petition we received.

First 1'll start with Ken, do you have any comments
that you would |i ke to nmake about this?

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOQUTER: It sounds like a | ot of
the problemin this particular subdivision is surface water,
surface water contributing to the sunp punp discharge. There
is not a place -- or they're not discharging it in the right
spot .

What |'mtotally in favor of is the orphan drain
becom ng a part of the county drain systemso that the drain

conmm ssi oner can address problens within it.
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Ri ght now each person is looking at their little
I ndi vi dual problem and maybe solving their problemis
contributing to sonebody el se's problem

So to ne it wwuld be a wise thing, and | would be
in favor of putting this whol e drai nage system under the
county's jurisdiction so we can look at it on a broader
nmet hod to be able to address all the problens rather than
just individual problens.

That's my thought.

BOARD CHAI RMAN BI LL CARGO  Rich?

BOARD SECRETARY RI CH VANDER KLOK: | woul d agree
with what Ken said. | do -- we've had a m xture of comrents
t hat have been made here, sone who have no particul ar
probl ens and ot hers who have serious problens, and then sone
that are in between.

However, why | agree with what Ken said is because
it seens to ne that all of those particular issues should be
addressed in sone formor fashion. And it would nmake sense
tome to bring it into, the orphan drain, to bring it under
the county system And so | would -- | agree fromthat
st andpoi nt .

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO The thing that struck
me nost was that this was -- had gone through the city's
pl anni ng conmm ssion, this has gone through the city approval

process. And | amcurious as to why they only designed it
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for a ten-year event. That seens to be at the very least a
very mnimal design. It is a design that you can al nost
guarantee was going to fail over a |longer period of tine.

But because it's an orphan drain, the city isn't
responsi bl e for the costs of any of the inprovenents unl ess
we bring it under the county system

And so because this is an orphan drain, because in
my opinion it wasn't designed properly at the tine, and
because | would like to have the other public entities and
not just the private property owners paying for a portion of
any potential solution, I amin favor of bringing this orphan
drain into the public systemunder the responsibility of the
O tawa County Water Resources Comm ssioner.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOQUTER: Wl said.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO.  Any ot her coments?

BOARD SECRETARY RI CH VANDER KLOK: Not from ne, no.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO: Again, like |I say, this
is, tone, afairly sinple issue. And so |l will make a
notion that the proposed mai ntenance, inprovenent of the
Meadow Green Estates #3 drain, as petitioned on Septenber
10t h, is necessary and conducive to the public health,
conveni ence or wel fare.

Before | nmake this notion, though, | wanted to say
did you -- is this what we are calling the proposed new drain

the #3? And does this cover the entire subdivision that was
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approved by the city?

WATER RESOURCES COM JCE BUSH: | believe that's
correct.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO Ckay, it was approved
by the city.

So | will make that notion and | ook for support.

BOARD SECRETARY RI CH VANDER KLOK: | will support
t hat .

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOQUTER: | will support.

BOARD CHAI RMAN BI LL CARGO Ckay. | will give

Ri ch, since he had the | ower voice, the support on that.

Al in favor, say aye.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOQUTER: Aye.

BOARD CHAI RMAN BI LL CARGO  Aye.

BOARD SECRETARY Rl CH VANDER KLOK: Aye.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO: And again, this is a
very first step. Now that we have decided that there is a
probl emout there, and that this is a problemthat should be
solved by the public entities that help to approve and create
this, I amgoing to ask that Rich -- excuse ne, that Joe talk
about the appeal's process, if they disagree with this.

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH:  Yep.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO: And after that we wll
have an adj our nnent.

WATER RESOURCES COMWM JCE BUSH: Well again, | just
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want to say a few words. You can appeal today's Board of
Det erm nation neeting through the Probate Court. You have
ten days including today to appeal today's Board of

Det er m nati on.

You know, just to answer a few people's questions
about costs, | usually try to come up with three options.

And | don't over -- | don't put a project together that the
cost over exceeds the benefit. W wusually conme up with three
di fferent costs and work through those.

W didit with Eagle Ridge. Jerry knows, | changed
that project nultiple tines to fit the benefit because the
ori gi nal nunber was |ike, whoa, that's not going to work.

I'"ve even turned down projects because | didn't put
that burden on the taxpayer because the project outweighed
the benefits. So that can happen, I'mnot saying it wll
her e.

But |I think these are usually pretty sinple
solutions conpared to the other 30, 40 calls | get a day.
These are pretty -- one of the things I will take into
account, some people are like the rain, the drain water, the
| ake level, I"mon 13 different boards, nultiple | ake boards,
| get it. | get the lake levels. I|I'mdealing with the
| akeshore erosion i ssues on Lake M chi gan.

So there is a lot of things that play a role into

why your back yards are wet. And |I'mnot going to build
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sonmet hing or reconstruct sonmething that's al ready working.

If it's working, it's working. |'mnot going to rip the road
up to put new stormsewer in just because | feel like it.
It's about conmmonsense and it's you guy's noney as well as
the city.

By the way, | want to clarify, | think everything
isinthe city, so it's not county road conmi ssion in this
particular drain district. It's all in the city.

So the city would pay for their roads and road
runof f, and those cal cul ati ons and formnulas, how we do that,
it's all wwthin the city limts, just FYl, but not the road
conmm ssi on.

If you see the road conmm ssion is not here,
typically they're at every Board of Determ nation and give a
little speech, but they're not here because everything is in
the city limts.

But I wanted to clarify for the record too, you can
go back and look it up later on the court recorder that, you
know, if it's working, it's working. And if it's not, then
we'll ook into it.

But Ryan will be nore than happy, and nyself, | do
it all the tine on all ny projects, go out and neet the
property owners, if you want to neet ne and hi mtogether or
hi m separately. This is why I"mhere, this is why |I'm

el ected to help serve the people, even in the city of
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Coopersville.

Sonme of you are going, why is the county involved
in the city? Because the city doesn't have the nmechanismto
do what we're doing today. The Drain Code is for cities,
townshi ps, villages. That's why I do all 17 townships, six
cities and a village.

So when | say | got the whole county, | literally
do all these in all those nmunicipalities, whether it's a city
or village or township.

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: | do have one | ast question, Joe.
When you say this will all be on one project as far as one
area, anything that would be done as far as work with inside
that district, would be everybody that's on this map then,
right, not just the yell ow area?

WATER RESOURCES COMW JOE BUSH. Sonetines, just to
clarify -- great question.

If we do a certain area, and your water has no way
to get into the stormsewer, say you live on the north end
and we're just doing the work on the south end, and we know

by engi neers and by the stormsewer, if your water cannot get

there -- and the only way | can assess a benefit or
contribution, if you don't get -- if your water doesn't get
there or you benefit fromthat portion of the project, |I'm
not going to assess you. You'll probably get a zero on your

assessnment because there is no way your water will get there.
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|'ve heard coments, hey, | spent noney, | fixed
m ne. \Wat happens a lot of tines -- and that's great, |I'm
gl ad people try to fix their own, but they just push the
wat er on sonebody else, so that's difficult.

"' mnot saying anybody did that, I'mjust saying I
hear that all the tinme, | hear that daily.

So we try to go in there and fix those issues. And
| appreciate it when people try to fix their own, but a | ot
of tinmes the neighbors call nme and go, wait a minute, he
fixed his, but all he did is put it on ne and now he created
nmy problem And it then becones a nei ghbor -- and, you know
what, we're Otawa County, and the city of Coopersville and
it's a conmunity that is very inportant to nme and I'mhere to
hel p all of you guys.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO: Ckay. | appreciate
t hat .

So at this stage, if you have any other questions
you want to ask Joe or the engineer after the neeting, please
stay after the neeting, they will spend tinme and talk with
you.

At this point | will take a notion to adjourn.

BOARD SECRETARY RI CH VANDER KLOK: So noved.

BOARD CHAI RVAN BI LL CARGO  So noved, and w t hout
obj ecti on we are adj our ned.

(Board of Determ nation adjourned at 11:15 a.m)
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           1                 Coopersville, Michigan



           2                 November 7, 2019 - 10:00 a.m.



           3                             PROCEEDINGS



           4                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Good morning,



           5       everyone.  It's 10 o'clock so let's go ahead and get this



           6       Board of Determination started.



           7                 I welcome everybody to the city of Coopersville.



           8       Everybody can hear me all right?



           9                 My name is Joe Bush, the Ottawa County Water



          10       Resources Commissioner, also known previously as the drain



          11       commissioner.  Same seat, same office, just a different title



          12       name from 2012 when the Board of Commissioners and myself



          13       changed the name to Water Resources.



          14                 Why we're here today is just one of the many, many



          15       jobs that this position holds.  I am a countywide elected



          16       official.  So I'm elected, and as part of Drain Code this is



          17       one of my jobs to do is to hold these public hearings when I



          18       receive a petition.



          19                 And people are like, what's a petition?



          20                 Well in Drain Code, in order to hold a public



          21       hearing or do an improvement I need to hold a Board of



          22       Determination.



          23                 And some people are like, well what does that



          24       consist of?  Well that means I have to hold a public hearing



          25       in the drain district of where it's kind of located, or at
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           1       the township hall or a city hall.  And I appoint three



           2       members all per Drain Code.  And these board members do not



           3       live in your area, do not live in the city of Coopersville



           4       and have no affiliation with your city council or any other



           5       boards in this area.  And these three gentlemen are appointed



           6       by me which is Drain Code which is state law.



           7                 I received a petition which can come in several



           8       types of ways, by the city or township or road commission or



           9       MDOT or the people.  We've had numerous concerns in this



          10       particular area about backyard drainage, flooding, ground --



          11       wet ground, the soils are wet.  We've had numerous situations



          12       where people called in and had a situation that we can't



          13       really control because it's not part of my jurisdiction.



          14                 What does that mean?  I don't have easements, it



          15       wasn't part of the plat or the development back in, we'll say



          16       mid '60s, mid '70s sometimes, even the mid '90s.  Sometimes



          17       not every plat or subdivision is under my jurisdiction.



          18                 A lot of municipalities are trying to petition me



          19       to establish those, we call them orphan drains.  I have no



          20       jurisdiction or I have no easements or no rights, by law, to



          21       be on people's property to do a fix.  And there is no way to



          22       pay for it.



          23                 So the petition that I received on this particular



          24       Meadow Green Estates #3, I believe this is one phase that is



          25       a part of a plat, the other phases are not.  That means I
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           1       don't have any way to go in there and fix anything.



           2                 So the petition came from the people.  You can get



           3       enough signatures, turn them in, and here starts the process.



           4       This is all part of the process.



           5                 So again I appreciate your time this morning.  I'll



           6       get a couple of these questions out of the way.



           7                 Do we know a scope or a project or a cost?  That's



           8       not why we're here today.  The Board of Determination is to



           9       determine the necessity to put it under my jurisdiction and



          10       move forward or not.



          11                 If this three-panel board says, no, we don't see a



          12       need, then it doesn't move forward.  If they do, then we'll



          13       move forward to see what kind of fixes that we need to do.



          14                 One of the things that holds me accountable is,



          15       when it is a county drain, which I have over a thousand



          16       county drains with a minimal staff in Ottawa County, I got



          17       the whole county, not just this whole area.  I got the whole



          18       county, all 17 townships, six cities and a village, I'm only



          19       allowed to spend 5,000 per mile per year per drain per Drain



          20       Code.  So unless I have a resolution from the city or



          21       township to spend more, or I have a petition like we have



          22       today.



          23                 But today's petition is to see if this goes under



          24       my umbrella of the overall big scope.



          25                 I have an engineer here who will later down the
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           1       agenda have a presentation and talk more about maybe why



           2       we're here and what he knows.



           3                 But I don't have a solution and a cost today.



           4       People are like, what's it going to cost?  I have no idea.



           5       Because what happens, if I hire an engineer, accumulate let's



           6       say $20,000 worth of engineering bill, this three-panel board



           7       says, Joe, we don't see a necessity to be under your



           8       jurisdiction, I got a $20,000 engineer bill I got to figure



           9       out how to pay for.  So we don't put the carriage before the



          10       horse.



          11                 So today is a necessity, not a project.  We don't



          12       have that yet.  But we're taking all the people who have been



          13       calling about their concerns and complaints and figuring out



          14       how we can move forward, but this is why we hold a public



          15       hearing.  Some of you might have a problem, some of you might



          16       not.



          17                 We find out more about what is wrong out there by



          18       holding the public hearing because people -- there is a few



          19       things.  People don't know who to call; or they call the city



          20       and they're like, well we don't know what to do, you got to



          21       fix it yourself.  That's why I'm here.  I'm here to help fix



          22       those, but I got to do the process.



          23                 So that's the number one case, nobody knows who to



          24       call and how do you fix it?  You got to hire an engineer or a



          25       contractor or whatever.  But that's -- but we're here today
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           1       for necessity.



           2                 And then we can help forward that process and a



           3       solution possibly if this three-member board votes yes to



           4       make a motion later in the meeting to say yes or no.  That's



           5       totally up to them.  It's not my decision.



           6                 So being elected this is just one of the processes



           7       I have to do in this situation.



           8                 So I'll do introductions for everybody but I wanted



           9       to make sure that everybody is clear that's why we're here,



          10       not to vote on a project.  It's not a people vote where, you



          11       know, we'll just say there is 30 people in here and 20 voted



          12       against it.  It's these three panel members that vote forward



          13       or not to go forward.



          14                 But we're here today to hear your concerns or your



          15       neighbor's concerns because we only know what we know.  And



          16       the more information they get to make a decision, the better,



          17       and the more information we get if we move forward, is even



          18       better yet for the engineer.



          19                 So Ryan McEnhill, speaking of engineers from Eng.



          20       who works for 25 to 30 drain commissioners across the state,



          21       his company does.  He's out of Grand Haven, local engineer



          22       and he's been doing these projects for a good number of



          23       years, so he understands drainage.



          24                 And then behind me is Margie.  Margie is a court



          25       recorder, so when you do speak, and we don't have even a mic,
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           1       because we don't have the room but just stand up, speak your



           2       name, address, and your concern.  Speak loudly because



           3       everything is word for word.



           4                 And that's not required by state law but I do that



           5       to make sure that I can go back and read the minutes from



           6       every BODs.  So if you go to miottawa.org, look under Water



           7       Recourses Commissioner, everyone of my petitions or Board of



           8       Determination meetings are court recorded so I can use them



           9       in court if somebody wants to have a question or sue me, or



          10       neighbors are saying, hey, I didn't say that, or she said



          11       that.  It's all court recorded so that's for the benefit of



          12       everybody, even the three-panel board.



          13                 So we'll go from right to left.  Rich is from



          14       Georgetown Township, he's done a number of these board of



          15       determinations.



          16                 And then Bill Cargo, he's from Grand Haven



          17       Township.  He is their manager.  He's been doing these for



          18       quite a few years.



          19                 And then Ken Souter is from -- he's retired, but



          20       worked for the road commission for Ottawa County, I always



          21       get this wrong, but nearly 40 years.  So he was an engineer



          22       there and he understands drainage.



          23                 The reason I pick these three gentlemen to do a lot



          24       of these is because the priority is drainage, right, and



          25       drain law.  Those two things are very important and crucial
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           1       to move forward, and these three gentlemen understand that.



           2       And they also deal with their own issues with the road



           3       commission, Grand Haven Township and Georgetown Township.  So



           4       that's why we're here.



           5                 Once I give these three gentlemen the oath --



           6       they'll stand up -- they'll stand up and I'll give them the



           7       oath, and they'll run the meeting.  So any questions are to



           8       them and they'll ask the engineer or myself if there is



           9       questions that need to be answered.



          10                 So they'll run the meeting.  It's their decision,



          11       not mine, to move forward or not.



          12                 So again I appreciate everybody's time.  Some



          13       people ask why 10 o'clock in the morning?  I get more people



          14       to show up at 10 o'clock than I do at night.  People are more



          15       upset with me if I have them at night.  So I try to just do



          16       them at 10.



          17                 You can always write in, do an e-mail, those are



          18       always recorded and read here in the public comment time.  So



          19       if there is -- in the future, you got a BOD, or you know



          20       friends that will be or family, and they can't make it,



          21       always mail something and it will be read word for word for



          22       the court reporter.



          23                 So again, I appreciate your time.  I know it's 10



          24       o'clock in the morning and the weather wasn't great.  We have



          25       a great turn out for this particular Board of Determination
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           1       so thank you.



           2                 Gentlemen, please rise.  Raise your right hand.



           3                 Do each of you solemnly swear that you will



           4       faithfully perform and discharge the duties imposed upon you



           5       as required by law as members of the Board of Determination



           6       appointed by the Ottawa County Water Resources Commissioner



           7       to determine the necessity for maintenance and improvement



           8       for the Meadow Green Estates #3 drain, located in the city of



           9       Coopersville, in the said county?  Gentlemen?



          10                 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO:  I do.



          11                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  I do.



          12                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:  I do.



          13                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Thank you.



          14                 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO:  The first thing we need



          15       to do is to elect a chairperson and a secretary.  Do I have a



          16       motion for the chairperson position?



          17                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:  I'll make a motion



          18       that Bill Cargo serve as chair.



          19                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  I'll second that motion.



          20                 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO:  Since there is only three



          21       of us, there won't be a lot of discussions.  So all in favor



          22       say, aye.



          23                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  Aye.



          24                 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO:  Aye.



          25                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.
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           1                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  And I will serve as



           2       chair since it was without objection.



           3                 Also we need to elect a secretary.  Rich, I will



           4       make a nomination for you to be secretary.



           5                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  I'll second that.



           6                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Any comments?



           7                 Then I'll in favor, say aye.



           8                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  Aye.



           9                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Aye.



          10                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.



          11                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  And again it was



          12       unanimous.



          13                 As far as rules of public comment, one of the



          14       things that we do is we limit the public comments to three



          15       minutes per person.  You can summarize War And Peace in three



          16       minutes.  All we want you to do is to tell us whether you



          17       think this is necessary, whether there is any problems.



          18                 And if you have any questions, we will answer that



          19       outside of the three minutes if there is something we need to



          20       do.



          21                 So all in favor of limiting public comments to



          22       three minutes per individual, I'll make that motion, do I



          23       have support?



          24                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  Support.



          25                 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLOK:  I'll agree.
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           1                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.  We have a motion



           2       and support to limit public comments to three minutes.  All



           3       in favor, say aye.



           4                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  Aye.



           5                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Aye.



           6                 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.



           7                 So the public comments will be limited to three



           8       minutes per individual.



           9                 The first thing we want to do is we've talked a



          10       little bit about the role and function of the board.



          11       Previously Joe gave that information.



          12                 And so at this time I'm going to ask Ryan to give



          13       the engineer's presentation of the issue or issues in front



          14       of us.



          15                 Ryan, do you want to give your slide show at this



          16       time?



          17                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  Sure.



          18                 Well good morning, everyone.  My name is Ryan



          19       McEnhill with Eng, I'm a Professional Engineer in the State



          20       of Michigan.



          21                 Our firm has offices in Lansing and Grand Haven.  I



          22       kind of operate and run out of our Grand Haven office.  And



          23       as Joe mentioned we work with drain commissioners, water



          24       resources commissioners all across the state.  So Drain Code



          25       and these types of projects are certainly something that we
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           1       are very familiar with.



           2                 Joe also went through kind of the overview of the



           3       board's role so I won't get into that too much.  I will



           4       reiterate though that it is at least important not only for



           5       the board to hear your public comments, but also for me too



           6       because one of the things that we do when this meeting is



           7       wrapped up is we get a transcript.  We go back and read what



           8       your concerns are, so that if a project does happen, that



           9       we'll make sure that we're addressing all those concerns.



          10                 So as Joe mentioned as well we try to keep cost to



          11       a minimum up front.  We don't want to spend a bunch of money



          12       up front, should this board for whatever reason turn the



          13       project down.  So up front we just a do a little bit of



          14       research.



          15                 What we did primarily is review the plat documents,



          16       kind of the overall drainage plan, the construction drawings



          17       that Ottawa County had on file to see what kind of



          18       infrastructure is out there currently, what easements are



          19       available.



          20                 As Joe mentioned, I'll talk about this a little bit



          21       later, there is only one phase that was actually dedicated to



          22       the Water Resources Commissioner's office, but there were



          23       drainage easements granted in other parts of the subdivision.



          24                 There is just no mechanism for Joe's office to



          25       actually go and do work in those areas because the proper
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           1       paperwork wasn't filed back in the day.



           2                 So there is easements there, just no mechanism to



           3       actually, for his office to go in and do any work, and this



           4       process would alleviate that issue as well.



           5                 We did spend some time out there in the field,



           6       there was a staff engineer and also myself going out there



           7       and just walking the properties, trying to see what popped



           8       out visually that has issues as far as storm water is



           9       concerned.



          10                 And then kind of our goal today is just collect all



          11       that data, come to this meeting today, give an unbiased just



          12       review of the conditions and report to this Board of



          13       Determination to assist them in making a decision today.



          14                 So one of the things that we did is delineate the



          15       district boundary, and so in this particular case we have



          16       kind of two major storm systems here.  There is this one here



          17       that discharges in a 30-inch pipe up to Deer Creek, and then



          18       there is one on the west side here as well.



          19                 What we're trying to do with this boundary is



          20       determine the land that drains to those two main systems, and



          21       I think incorporates areas actually outside of the plat as



          22       well.  This storage area, a lot of the land drains into the



          23       Meadow Green Estates system and there is some areas over here



          24       on the east side and also a little bit over here on the west



          25       side that actually gets into these systems as well.
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           1                 So all in all what we do is we use topographic



           2       maps.  Ottawa County has one-foot contours that really help



           3       us to be able to delineate these things.  We review culvert



           4       inventories from the road commission to see if water can get



           5       from one side of the road to the other.



           6                 So we're actually able to get these pretty darn



           7       close with all the technology today.



           8                 And all in all we have 51 acres in this particular



           9       watershed.



          10                 One thing Joe talked about was the orphan drain



          11       system.  And if you look on the map that you have, that was



          12       with your mailing, so that area in orange, right now that's



          13       Meadow Green #3.  That's a third phase of this subdivision.



          14       That's actually the only plat that went through the proper



          15       channels with Ottawa County to get the storm sewer installed,



          16       the easements granted and the documentation which we call 425



          17       or 433 agreement that dedicates all that infrastructure to



          18       Joe's office.



          19                 So right now he only has the legal authority to do



          20       work on that orange part.  Our intent with -- and the rest of



          21       these areas in yellow on your map, those are all considered



          22       orphan drains, so right now there is no mechanism for the



          23       city to go in there and fix them.



          24                 If a pipe were to collapse, I mean essentially it



          25       would be either private land owners, if it was in your back
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           1       yard or you could try to get the city to help you do it.



           2       There is not a lot of avenues out there.



           3                 So this process is very important so when you have



           4       public infrastructure there is a public entity that can go in



           5       and maintain and improve that should something catastrophic



           6       like that happen.



           7                 So just going over just an overall overview of the



           8       system, we're primarily talking about the enclosed drainage



           9       systems in the subdivision, two main branches, a lot of rear



          10       yard drainage, which I think are probably where a lot of the



          11       issues stem from is these rear yard areas.



          12                 And this storm system was designed for a 10-year



          13       event, which is pretty typical.  The one thing that concerned



          14       me right away is a lot of these rear yard areas, if they do



          15       surcharge or buildup, a lot of homes are, could potentially



          16       be impacted.



          17                 And typically we would design a rear yard drainage



          18       system for a lot less frequent rain event like a 25-year or



          19       hundred-year rain event so those pipes are able to convey



          20       more storm water than maybe street drainage because we want



          21       to make sure homes are protected.



          22                 So right now everything in this subdivision is



          23       designed for a 10-year occurrence interval.



          24                 So just Coopersville in general, the soil, mostly



          25       silty clay.  Probably the biggest reason why there is so much
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           1       standing water, sponginess, it takes a long, long time once



           2       that soil gets saturated to where it can actually dry out.



           3                 In this particular case, this is from the NRCS soil



           4       survey and this is what we use as a tool to see what



           5       different kinds of soils are out there.  There is a lot of



           6       different soil conditions which are summarized over here, but



           7       they kind of share the same characteristics.



           8                 It's mainly silty clay loam out there, shallow



           9       depths to the water table, low permeability.  All that stuff



          10       leads to frequent ponding which I'm sure a lot of you see



          11       when you run your lawn mower in the backyard that it's really



          12       tough to get through there with all the sponginess.



          13                 I just wanted to go through a few photos.  I know



          14       the people mostly, most of the people in the room are



          15       familiar with this but for the board as well.



          16                 This is kind of that lawn mower situation where



          17       it's just very wet in the rear yard areas.  A lot of that is



          18       due to soil conditions.



          19                 This section here is kind of a natural drainage



          20       course, down the middle of the property.  That would be



          21       located in this general area.  Everything flows in this



          22       direction and down to Deer Creek.  It's kind of overgrown



          23       with vegetation.



          24                 More photos throughout the subdivision just kind of



          25       indicating those same types of conditions, standing water.  A







                                         16

�









           1       lot of these rear yard areas have to travel a long distance



           2       to get to a subdivision.  The clay soils obviously have a big



           3       impact on retaining that water and just having it sit there.



           4       It was pretty common when we did our field inspections out



           5       there.



           6                 This is actually the upper part near the storage



           7       area.  This kind of jumped out at us because it wasn't



           8       included in the basis of design for the subdivision storm



           9       sewer system.  So this is an extra input, even though it's



          10       kind of a makeshift detention system there it's still



          11       discharging more than what this system was originally



          12       designed for.



          13                 And then this is a 30-inch outlet that discharges



          14       into Deer Creek.  Obviously quite a bit of sediment



          15       deposition down there that's being discharged too.  There is



          16       not any pretreatment of storm water in the Deer Creek.



          17                 Right now the current standards are obviously a lot



          18       different than they were back in the early '90s, pretty much



          19       with every system, storm water management plan that comes



          20       through the county these days there is always a water quality



          21       element that we try to include, and detention as well.  So a



          22       lot of this system doesn't have either of those elements.



          23                 And it's something, water quality, most people



          24       don't think about that, but I'm sure as a county official Joe



          25       would want to protect our waterways and make sure we got
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           1       clean water going in there.  So that's another item we



           2       noticed.



           3                 And then just to reiterate an overall summary we



           4       noted that the ten-year design is what things are currently



           5       designed for which caused me a little bit of concern



           6       especially with the rear yard drainage.  And then the soils



           7       obviously I think are playing a big impact in the standing



           8       water and sponginess that you guys see in your rear yard



           9       area.



          10                 I added this slide because we normally don't talk



          11       about solutions at these meetings, we want to make sure that



          12       the board finds it necessary before we actually get into



          13       solutions.



          14                 But questions always come up, is there any way you



          15       can fix any of this stuff.  And we certainly can't go out and



          16       removal all the clay soils throughout the subdivision, it's



          17       just not financially feasible.



          18                 But one of the things we do in rear yard soil areas



          19       where water is being concentrated is we try to get, you know,



          20       within a reasonable distance maybe 20 foot wide, we remove



          21       the clay soils, we put in a perforated pipe maybe in a stone,



          22       almost like a French drain, if that's something you're



          23       familiar with, and build that all the way back up with sand



          24       or granular material that can actually infiltrate.



          25                 So this system -- and get it back vegetative, this
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           1       system actually allows water to infiltrate where right now



           2       these clay soils are not allowing you any of that capability.



           3                 Look at upgrading some of these rear yard systems



           4       to, from a 10-year to a minimum of 25-year rainfall event.



           5                 And again I look forward to hearing your comments



           6       to see exactly what the issues are that you see out there on



           7       a daily basis.  But that was one thing that we would likely



           8       recommend.



           9                 Review kind of how that off-site drainage is



          10       impacting the system that's currently designed for a



          11       ten-year, because again it wasn't originally included in the



          12       basis of design for this subdivision.



          13                 And then the last thing was to probably look at



          14       some sort of pretreatment mechanism.  We want to try to



          15       protect Deer Creek if there is something we can do from a



          16       pretreatment, obviously there is a lot of roads that generate



          17       sand, oils, all that stuff that are being straight discharged



          18       into the creek.



          19                 So those are just some of the solutions that we



          20       looked at.  Again I don't want to get too much into those but



          21       those are some ideas that we came up with.



          22                 Next steps, obviously public testimony is very



          23       important.



          24                 This board will determine the necessity of the



          25       petition.  If they find it not necessary, this project is
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           1       done.  Again, the only thing that Ottawa County would have



           2       jurisdiction over would continue to just be the storm sewer



           3       in the orange areas.  All the other stuff in the yellow areas



           4       would remain private.



           5                 If it's found necessary, usually what we do is --



           6       then we start getting them to doing some survey work,



           7       evaluating what issues you bring to the table today that we



           8       should be looking at.  I would sit down with Joe and say what



           9       do we want the scope of this project to be, and then we get



          10       into detailed design.



          11                 Typically we try to have a scope meeting with you



          12       folks again to say this is what we're thinking, we think this



          13       is going to solve the issues, but what do you think, are



          14       there areas that we're missing.  And we try to incorporate



          15       all those so we know everybody's issues are at least given



          16       attention and hopefully resolved at the end of the day.



          17                 Depending on what we do, easements may be



          18       necessary, permits from the Michigan, formerly DEQ, now EGLE,



          19       may be necessary.  I think we may be able to avoid that on



          20       this particular project, but easements and permits are always



          21       something that come into play on these projects.



          22                 So those are the next steps.



          23                 If the board has any questions for me, I'm happy to



          24       answer them.



          25                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Is this proposed
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           1       drainage district located within the city of Coopersville?



           2                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  Entirely.



           3                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  So from what I



           4       understand because it's an orphan drain we can not spend



           5       public monies on it.  If you do an assessment, typically some



           6       of the assessment would go to the city, some of the



           7       assessment would go to the county, some of the assessment



           8       might go to the county road commission, that is not an option



           9       under the current -- because it is an orphan drain, correct?



          10                 ENGINEER RYAN McENHILL:  Correct.



          11                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.  Are there any



          12       other questions, Ken, Rich?



          13                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  No, not at this point.



          14                 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLOK:  No.



          15                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  At this stage I like to



          16       ask -- first of all I'd like to ask is there anybody from the



          17       city of Coopersville here today that would like to make a



          18       comment?



          19                 Okay.  Then I'll take public comment.  Because this



          20       is a fairly small room and we don't have an audio system



          21       hooked up, I'll have you stand where you're at.  Please give



          22       your name and your address and then you can have any public



          23       comments.



          24                 After your public comments, if you have a question,



          25       we will try to respond to those, but we're going to go around
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           1       this entire room once and give everybody an opportunity to



           2       speak.



           3                 That said, I'll start on my right on the first row,



           4       any comments from you?



           5                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Not at this time.



           6                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Well this is your only



           7       time.  Do you have any comments -- I just want to let you



           8       know, we go through this once.



           9                 The gentleman next to you?  If you would stand and



          10       give your name and address.



          11                 MR. JAMES TROWBRIDGE:  My name is James Trowbridge.



          12       I live at 754 Ridgefield.



          13                 On the map here, it would be the third lot as you



          14       come in from Cleveland from the north on the east side.



          15                 And one of the slides that you showed earlier had



          16       the back of our house.  You were actually showing the



          17       backyard.  It was actually the first one.  I don't know if



          18       you can go back to that or not.  Go back one more, one more



          19       again.



          20                 Okay, on the left is our backyard.  That area in



          21       the corner that borders with Wayne Adams.  And my yard does



          22       not drain.  In the spring sometimes I think if it freezes, I



          23       could put up a sign and allow people to ice skate.  It's



          24       terrible.  There is no drainage, we end up with a problem.  I



          25       can't mow it.
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           1                 This year was particularly bad because of all of



           2       the wet weather that we had.



           3                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Could you turn around



           4       because I want you to address your comments to the board if



           5       you would.



           6                 MR. JAMES TROWBRIDGE:  Sure.



           7                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  It's a conversation



           8       between us, not the audience.



           9                 MR. JAMES TROWBRIDGE:  Sure.  It's not drainage.



          10       The water is not getting out of there and we have to wait



          11       sometimes for weeks in the spring.  Always we mow in a mud



          12       hole.



          13                 And this year, because of all the wet weather,



          14       through -- I'm to the point right now because of heart issues



          15       I'm not able to mow my backyard but I hire it done and the



          16       people that are mowing the yard have been complaining they



          17       can't get on it.  It's very difficult to mow, very difficult



          18       to deal with.  And we just would like to work on figuring out



          19       how we can get it to drain.



          20                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  I understand.  Do you



          21       have any infiltration or any issues in your house or basement



          22       or are you running sump pumps or do you have any problem with



          23       the structure itself?



          24                 MR. JAMES TROWBRIDGE:  I have a sump pump and



          25       because we're in clay, if we have a lot of water, I've had
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           1       the sump pump go off every 30 seconds.



           2                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.



           3                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  Where does that drain to?



           4                 MR. JAMES TROWBRIDGE:  It drains -- it will be to



           5       the west of the house, which would be toward Ridgefield



           6       Street.



           7                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.



           8                 MR. JAMES TROWBRIDGE:  So it doesn't drain to the



           9       back so that's not creating the problem in the back.



          10                 It seems to me like on my lot, I noticed there was



          11       an easement that ran through the center of my backyard from



          12       north to south.



          13                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  We were told that.



          14                 MR. JAMES TROWBRIDGE:  We were told that.  So the



          15       water actually runs from the north down the center of my



          16       backyard, then curves around.  And rather then get to



          17       drainage it collects in our backyard and Wayne Adam's



          18       backyard and becomes a mud hole every year.



          19                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay, I appreciate it.



          20                 Thank you.



          21                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  Is that shown on the



          22       plat?



          23                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  This is the area where it all



          24       gathers right here.  It's all down to the point where it



          25       should, but it can't go no further because of a problem right
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           1       here with this dirt right here being higher than the rest of



           2       it.  It jambs up right there.



           3                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  I understand what



           4       you're saying.  Thank you very much.



           5                 Next?



           6                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  I'm with him.



           7                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  I'm going to go to the



           8       second row.  Lady on the end of the row, any comments?



           9                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  No.



          10                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Next to you?



          11                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: (Indicating).



          12                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.  Next?



          13                 MR. FRED KOSTEN:  My name is Fred Kosten, I live at



          14       612 Birkdale Court.



          15                 We have a drain on the property line between my



          16       yard and the neighbor's yard, and we still have the problem



          17       from March through, oh, May sometime, just like Jim had.  And



          18       I spent $4,000 to have that fixed and have tile put in there.



          19       And, you know, how many properties are we talking about that



          20       would have to be tiled, Mr. Engineer?  Are we talking



          21       about --



          22                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Again, direct it to me



          23       and I will try to find out.  We're not here to talk about the



          24       scope of the project.  The under drain he was talking about



          25       is a possible solution.  I've seen that be successful in
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           1       other -- I call it an under drain, that may not be proper



           2       technology, but again we're not talking about scope.



           3                 Do you have problems with flooding on your



           4       property?



           5                 MR. FRANK KOSTEN:  Not after I spent 4000 to take



           6       care of it.



           7                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.



           8                 MR. FRANK KOSTEN:  I know I'm screwed, but I'm



           9       going to have to spend some money for everybody's solution to



          10       this problem, when I spent $4,000 to take care of it myself.



          11                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Where did you put --



          12       where did you discharge the drains you put in?



          13                 MR. FRANK KOSTEN:  You'd have to ask the contractor



          14       that.



          15                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.  So it's



          16       discharged off your property into this drainage system, you



          17       think?



          18                 MR. FRANK KOSTEN:  I think so.



          19                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  I appreciate it.



          20                 Third row, if you'd stand and give your name and



          21       address.



          22                 MR. TODD HANSON:  Todd Hanson.  I live at 774



          23       Fieldstone, so I'm currently in the one district that has the



          24       drainage.



          25                 My concern is just the cost of some of this,
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           1       especially if we already live in the drainage district.  And



           2       also you mentioned ten-year drain situation or whatever.  I



           3       mean it's wet everywhere so is this just a major issue this



           4       year?  Is it going to -- will things dry out?  Because our



           5       backyard gets damp too and we're running sump pumps.



           6                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  How long have you lived



           7       there?



           8                 MR. TODD HANSON:  We've been there about six years



           9       now.



          10                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Has it gotten worse or



          11       stayed about the same?



          12                 MR. TODD HANSON:  I would say the same other than



          13       this year it's obviously wetter, but I think it's the way



          14       we've gotten the rain.  I don't know if we've gotten more



          15       volume, but it's come all at one time.



          16                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.



          17                 MR. TODD HANSON:  And then, you know, as this



          18       gentleman said, we don't know the scope of the cost of this,



          19       which we can't find out until it's passed.  I feel like we're



          20       passing Obama Care again here.



          21                 You know, if it's going to cost us each four or



          22       five thousand dollar, but he took care of it himself.  I



          23       don't want anybody to have water in their basement but



          24       sometimes that's part of the issues we have with our own



          25       home.
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           1                 But that's my main concern and I feel like it's



           2       being rushed.  You're here to get information, but all you're



           3       getting is the information today.  You don't really even have



           4       time to think about it, as Joe mentioned.  We're here to hear



           5       from all of us to see who is having problems and who is not.



           6                 I mean again if it's a little bit of water in



           7       backyards, I don't see that being that big of an issue.



           8                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Appreciate it.



           9                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  It's a lake in the backyard.



          10                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  That's all right.



          11       We've heard your comment.  We're going to hear from



          12       everybody.



          13                 MR. JEREMY BABCOCK:  Jeremy Babcock, 773



          14       Fieldstone, so right across the street from Todd.



          15                 Yeah, I actually have a drain outlet right on the



          16       back corner between my yard and the Slocums, which is right



          17       next to us.  I still have standing water in my backyard.



          18                 However, I'm fortunate enough to where my tile job



          19       around my house and the grade there, I don't have any water



          20       inside of my house.  My sump pump has never ran in the 14



          21       years I've been there.  I have to yearly go down and check.



          22                 So my concern would be I still have standing water



          23       in the current district, so if we were to expand that, is it



          24       only going to -- are we only going to expand into the current



          25       or are we also going to try to fix and replace what's
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           1       currently there?



           2                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  From what I understand



           3       they're taking comments today to find the scope of the



           4       project if one is necessary.  If you're having standing water



           5       in your back yard, then that would, I suspect, be included in



           6       any project scope that they have.  I can't guarantee that,



           7       but I look at Joe and he's shaking his head, so they would



           8       look at that at that time too.



           9                 And again this does not seem like a huge project



          10       that we're looking at, but again I'm only here to talk about



          11       necessity.  So I appreciate your comments.



          12                 MR. JEREMY BABCOCK:  I still have two minutes,



          13       right?



          14                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.



          15                 MR. JEREMY BABCOCK:  So on top of that what are the



          16       guarantees that any of this would work?  Yes, it is an



          17       inconvenience for me to have standing water in my backyard



          18       when it rains, a few days later it dries up.



          19                 Like this gentleman, it's hard for me to mow



          20       sometimes.  My backyard gets twice as long as my front yard.



          21                 So if I'm spending this money to help others, and



          22       not to be that guy, but if I'm going to help spend that money



          23       to help produce and help everybody else, I want to make sure



          24       my problems are taken care of as well.



          25                 So how do we guarantee that any solution is going
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           1       to work if I'm paying?



           2                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  And I think one of the



           3       things that we heard from the engineer is that if there is



           4       decided that this is a necessity and this project needs to be



           5       incorporated, they will have another meeting to go over the



           6       actual engineering.  And those are questions at that time



           7       that I think they would be able to answer with more clarity



           8       and assurity.  Right now we can't.



           9                 MR. JEREMY BABCOCK:  And as this gentleman, I too



          10       have come up with many solutions of how I plan to fix mine



          11       myself getting through that four-inch band of clay that's 12



          12       inches down in my backyard.



          13                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Appreciate it.



          14                 Next to him?



          15                 MS. DEBRAH WIGGINS:   My name is Deb Wiggins, I



          16       live at 609 Birkdale Court.



          17                 I'm not sure if I can put in a lot of thought here,



          18       but we have the shared drain that is in Mr. Kosten's



          19       backyard.  So it kind of like lays over our property line.



          20                 We, like this gentleman, we have -- sometimes we



          21       have water in our backyard but it dries up eventually and you



          22       can go back there and mow just fine.  I'm not the lawn mower



          23       so I have no idea how wet it gets back there.



          24                 I have noticed though over the several years -- we



          25       moved in in 1995, I think it was, that from, on this yellow
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           1       map, from this area over in here, there tends to be more



           2       water that runs out this way.



           3                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.



           4                 MS. DEBRAH WIGGINS:  And that stands there for a



           5       little bit longer than what we've experienced in our



           6       backyard.  We have a sump pump, we haven't had water in our



           7       basement.  So we are affected a little bit by some of the



           8       drainage, but not a huge concern.



           9                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.  Appreciate it.



          10                 Next?



          11                 MR. WAYNE ADAMS:  I am Wayne Adams.  I live at 746



          12       Ridgefield.  That's my backyard right there.



          13                 The reason I had proposed this whole thing to go to



          14       you guys there, the county there is because I tried to get



          15       the city to do something about the problem there.  They



          16       didn't want to cooperate.  They said it was private land



          17       there.



          18                 I have made the investigation of what it would cost



          19       there to get a catch basin there where it all collects in the



          20       back of my yard and run it through to the drain that's on



          21       that property there where it should be draining to.



          22                 The problem is the previous owners there had built



          23       that property up to put a swing set right there.  And it gets



          24       dammed up there where it's about 5 or 6 inches deep and then



          25       it will go over that little hill that got built up over the
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           1       years and that's the problem.



           2                 I know the $200 there that got offered to the



           3       property owner to take care of that would have covered the



           4       costs of the items, it wouldn't pay to get it installed, and



           5       I certainly am not going to dig it up to do it.  But that was



           6       offered here.



           7                 But this was the only solution to get this to



           8       belong to the county so that the county could do something



           9       about it.



          10                 In the long run I think everybody will benefit from



          11       this but this is not the way I wanted to do it.  I wanted to



          12       offer money to the property owner there.



          13                 The property itself there is not, you know, the



          14       person that owns it right now is not the one that caused the



          15       problem.  But the way I look at it there, the problem is with



          16       their property, that offering money to help pay for it would



          17       have been my solution there to offer the money to buy the



          18       materials to do the catch basin, the hose, to run it right



          19       through to that drain there.  That would have taken care of



          20       the whole problem there for a couple hundred dollars material



          21       wise, that would have covered the cost.



          22                 I checked it out myself.



          23                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  One of the things that



          24       we have to ask of the Water Resources Commission is that they



          25       size the project to the size of the problem.
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           1                 I agree with the people who are concerned that you



           2       don't want to have a hundred dollar problem with a $10,000



           3       solution.  But again that's where we look to the engineer and



           4       the Water Resources Commissioner.



           5                 MR. WAYNE ADAMS:  Right, I think this will benefit



           6       everybody, don't get me wrong, but this is not the way I



           7       wanted to have it handled.



           8                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  And the other thing is



           9       if this is brought under the purview or the responsibility of



          10       the Ottawa County Water Resources Commission, the city would



          11       be paying a portion of it as an at-large cost, so the city



          12       would be putting money towards it at that stage.



          13                 MR. WAYNE ADAMS:  Good.



          14                 MS. DIANE BAIRD:  I'm Diane Bard, I live at 650



          15       Birkdale Court.



          16                 And I do have water in the backyard, but as these



          17       gentlemen say, I wait for it to dry out and then mow my lawn.



          18       The grass does get longer in the back sometime.



          19                 This came up as kind of a surprise for a petition.



          20       I never got a petition to sign to bring all this up.



          21                 But I do know that my neighbor that lives next door



          22       to me, there is a drain on the other side of their property,



          23       between their house and the next house.  I don't think that



          24       drain is doing anything or hasn't done anything.



          25                 Now I have water in the backyard, yes, to a certain
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           1       point.  It only comes up halfway, and then the rest of it is



           2       dry.



           3                 And my front yard slants to the street so I have no



           4       problem with the front yard at all.



           5                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.



           6                 MS. DIANE BAIRD:  But I'll be honest with you, I'm



           7       worried about the cost on this because I have a limited



           8       income.  And you say you can't say what the cost is, but my



           9       thought was this was done in Eagle Ridge, now I may be wrong,



          10       but I'd like to know what it cost those people to do it.



          11                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.



          12                 MS. DIANE BAIRD:  Because it's my understanding



          13       that it was done there, and I've heard nightmare stories.  So



          14       that's why I'm here.



          15                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.  Appreciate it.



          16                 Next?



          17                 MR. TOM POSTHUMUS:  My name is Tom Posthumus.  I



          18       have property on 1014 West Cleveland.



          19                 The piece that looks like it's affecting me is on



          20       64th to the west, there is a little yellow highlighted area



          21       at 727.  I have no problem with drainage.  And I don't have a



          22       clue of how or why I got affected by this drainage of the



          23       residential things to the east.



          24                 Yes, I have standing water in the woods, so what.



          25       That's farm ground, land that possibly down the road will be
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           1       developed.



           2                 I just don't understand how I got tied into



           3       something like this and why it's going to cost me something



           4       that's not going to benefit me at all.



           5                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  One of the things we



           6       will do at the end of this is we will ask the engineer to



           7       confirm and affirm where the water is draining from.



           8                 If you don't think your property should be included



           9       in this drainage district, please talk to the engineer



          10       afterwards, give him the information, and they will verify



          11       whether, you know -- the one thing that's easy about storm



          12       drainage is we know water flows downhill so they can check to



          13       see if your property is contributing at all to the water



          14       that's accumulating in this proposed district.



          15                 MR. TOM POSTHUMUS:  The other thing I want to say



          16       is 64th Avenue goes down the center and I don't have a clue



          17       how it's getting over to the east side.



          18                 I know the -- actually the northeast corner of my



          19       woods does get wet in the spring.  It's dry, and it's been



          20       dry all summer now.  I drive through there every so often



          21       with my tractor and my golf cart.  It's dry, so I'm just kind



          22       of wondering how I got tied into it.



          23                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  We'll have him check



          24       into that.



          25                 MR. TOM POSTHUMUS:  Okay.
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           1                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  And going back to the



           2       fourth row, on my left?



           3                 MR. DOC WALDIE:  My name is Doc Waldie.  I live at



           4       781 Ridgefield.



           5                 I'm probably the lowest, lowest home in the area as



           6       far as ground level, from where you're pulling out on



           7       Cleveland to go to Richfield, it's all uphill.  There is a



           8       little drainage stream to my backyard, but I've never had



           9       flooding.  I've never had water problems.



          10                 I wasn't aware until this meeting that James that



          11       just lives a couple doors down across the street and down



          12       from me, I didn't realize he was having problems.



          13                 But I don't know as anything that I have



          14       contributes, does any damage to anybody else.



          15                 I'll speak with the engineer afterwards, but I



          16       don't know.  I wasn't aware there was -- I knew there was



          17       some houses up on Fieldstone that were having water problems,



          18       but I didn't realize there was water problems other places in



          19       the development.



          20                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.



          21                 MR. DOC WALDIE:  I've been there since '95, '96,



          22       whatever.



          23                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.



          24                 MR. DOC WALDIE:  But I've got no problem.



          25                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Appreciate it, thank
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           1       you.



           2                 Gentleman next to him.



           3                 MR. JERRY TOOGOOD:  Good morning.  My name is Jerry



           4       Toogood, and I live at 984 East Street.  I am not part of



           5       this project.



           6                 I was part of the Eagle Ridge drainage project last



           7       year.  And the improvements that was made there, I think were



           8       significant.  I haven't really heard anybody complaining.



           9                 I don't live in Eagle Ridge, I live on East Street.



          10       My water problem is due to agricultural fields to the north



          11       of me.



          12                 I guess what I'd like to make a statement or maybe



          13       the -- what I'm wondering is why Eagle Ridge, and now this



          14       development?  These are fairly new developments, probably all



          15       developed within the last 20 years.  Why do we have all these



          16       drainage problems?  What is not being done?  You know.



          17                 Was anything submitted to the Drain Commissioner's



          18       office or Water Resources director for approval prior to



          19       these developments being built?



          20                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  One of the things that



          21       has changed since the late 1990s is that I know the local



          22       municipalities and Ottawa County have a much greater



          23       involvement in reviewing and approving these drain systems.



          24                 Before there was a belief that the easements that



          25       were being granted for drainage would put these drainage
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           1       systems into county drainage district, and that they had



           2       oversight of them.  That wasn't true.



           3                 Now a days if you were putting in this exact same



           4       development, the Ottawa County Drain Commissioner would work



           5       with the developer to assure that there was -- typically they



           6       do at least to the 25-year storm.  In the township of Grand



           7       Haven they typically do it to a hundred-year storm nowadays



           8       because back in the '90s, for whatever reason, I agree, that



           9       they do not meet the standards that they're meeting today.



          10                 And so we're having to go back and look at these



          11       districts, bring them into the drain so that corrections can



          12       be made, maintenance can be done.  Remember that $5,000 a



          13       mile, that can do simple things.



          14                 But right now I agree that this probably was not



          15       reviewed by the drain commissioner at the time.



          16                 MR. JERRY TOOGOOD:  Okay.  One last thing I'd just



          17       like to say, I worked with Joe and Ryan both on that project



          18       and they came over to my house a number of times.  I was



          19       really happy working with these gentlemen.



          20                 Wasn't quite so happy with the contractor they



          21       used, but I was happy working with them.



          22                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Appreciate it.



          23                 Gentleman next to him?



          24                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  No comment.



          25                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Gentleman in the red
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           1       shirt?



           2                 MR. KEN BUSH:  Ken bush, I live at 663 Birkdale



           3       Court.



           4                 I've been there over 20 years.  I don't understand



           5       the drain system, where it's all going.



           6                 I do have a -- I don't know if it's a catch basin



           7       or leach basin on the easement in between my house and it



           8       would be 675.  There is a drain that, in the gutter -- okay,



           9       in the road, that lines up with the, with my catch basin, or



          10       leach basin.



          11                 I don't know where all this water is going from, or



          12       to, but I do know probably two months ago when we had the big



          13       rain storm starting at about 10 o'clock at night, my family



          14       and I were down in my basement, at the crock pot, and we were



          15       getting water out of there about ten to fifteen gallons a



          16       minute.



          17                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.



          18                 MR. KEN BUSH:  And that's hard to take care of.



          19                 But my backyard is not standing water.  It's a



          20       little bit higher in the backyard there, but it's very



          21       spongy, I mean to walk across that.  I don't know what it is,



          22       but --



          23                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.  Appreciate it.



          24                 Next?



          25                 MS. JANE CHANDLER:  I'm Jane Chandler, I live at
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           1       707 Ridgefield.



           2                 And I have no sump pump in my basement and I have



           3       no standing water in my backyard.  I've never had a water



           4       issue.



           5                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.  Appreciate it.



           6                 We're going to go to the next row back?



           7                 MR. ERIC GOETCHEUS:  Hi, I'm Eric Goetchus, and I



           8       am a part-time renter at 675 Birkdale Court, more importantly



           9       the groundskeeper.  We take care of everything outside.



          10                 There is definitely a lot of water back there.  We



          11       have the drain on the east side of the property towards Ken's



          12       yard.  So we have 695 and then 746 and 754 Ridgefield Drive,



          13       all those houses get lots of water back there.  I'd say the



          14       695 Birkdale Court, he gets at least a 30-foot radius of



          15       standing water; and of course Wayne gets his water, and James



          16       gets a lot of water over there too.



          17                 And I think the idea originally of the developer to



          18       have it all swoop down to go from west to east in the back of



          19       675, the first picture, the main picture, right there on that



          20       left picture, it would all flow that way.  And it



          21       definitely -- it just seems like that whole area on the



          22       corner of all the houses has settled down.



          23                 There was a swing set there.  It was never propped



          24       up by the people before us, and that's been taken out, and



          25       that thing sat in water too.  So there was definitely no
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           1       raising of -- these people weren't capable of doing that.



           2       They put a swing set there, they didn't raise it up with any



           3       dirt or anything like that.



           4                 So I'm surprised that Ryan from the city -- I think



           5       it's Brian, he's been out a number of times.  He's familiar



           6       with the whole situation and other areas of the neighborhood



           7       too.  I'm surprised he's not here.  He's probably the most



           8       experienced person on the whole project from the city of



           9       Coopersville.



          10                 We had talked with him about putting an inlet into



          11       the drain, like Ken said, where does it go.  He said it goes



          12       straight to the street.  Because ideally if it went right



          13       down the back, we could put another hole in and drain it



          14       right there and go in the system, but it doesn't go that way.



          15       It comes -- it goes straight to Birkdale Court.



          16                 So we did have lots of water on that rain that Ken



          17       said a month and a half ago, our crock pot ended up busting



          18       and water in the basement.  I'm sure it's all (inaudible).



          19                 But we've been there two years, and in my mind this



          20       has to be the whole project.  We're here today to decide if



          21       it becomes the whole block, it has to.  It can't be just that



          22       one corner.  That wouldn't make any sense at all.



          23                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.



          24                 MR. ERIC GOETCHEUS:  But the funny thing was



          25       somebody came to Janet's door and offered a hundred dollars,
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           1       and I don't know what a hundred dollars would get you, I



           2       thought it was for me to investigate the problems because a



           3       bucket of rocks, how much does that cost today, right?



           4                 But the system you put up there, there was the '90s



           5       system, but I swear it just settled, the whole area settled



           6       down and it just doesn't come over to get to the east side of



           7       the property anymore.



           8                 But the idea that -- exaggerated, $200, but the



           9       idea that --



          10                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  I tried to make the second offer



          11       but you didn't --



          12                 MR. ERIC GOETCHEUS:  But the idea that a hundred



          13       dollars would do anything, just to rent a trench thing, it's



          14       250 for the day.



          15                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.



          16                 MR. ERIC GOETCHEUS:  For digging the hole, right?



          17       So it is a major project.



          18                 And I do walk out, we have a dog so I'm always out



          19       at the city property there at, is it 561?  That's a half



          20       swamp in the open area behind Deb and Fred.  I mean if you



          21       walk out there, that's a lake any time it rains for weeks



          22       after that.



          23                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  It is not.



          24                 MR. ERIC GOETCHEUS:  To the grass, to the grass



          25       level.  There is a lot of water out there, it doesn't go
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           1       anymore.  It's more than one area.



           2                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  I appreciate the



           3       comments.



           4                 And next?



           5                 MR. PAUL BELL:  I'm Paul Bell.  I'm at 396



           6       Ridgefield.



           7                 Same thing with the backyard drainage.  I do have a



           8       sump pump that I've had to replace three times since we've



           9       moved in because sump pumps burning up and what have you with



          10       the amount of water that goes through there.



          11                 We've lived in the house since '04.  Just this



          12       year, after the basement flooded, just this year I put in the



          13       drain tiles and what not and been working, tried working with



          14       the city.  They were willing to tap the storm drain for



          15       anything -- for the tiles and what have you running to the



          16       storm drain.



          17                 Right now the -- I did spend the 12 grand in



          18       drainage just -- and it is split between going to the storm



          19       drain in the street, as well as the community drain on the



          20       property at 472.



          21                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.



          22                 MR. PAUL BELL:  I'm just curious where everything



          23       would fall into place.



          24                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  And I think again, we



          25       have some ideas, they're very preliminary that were shared,
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           1       but we can't tell you that now.  We will have to -- if there



           2       is public monies that are going to be spent on this, and



           3       again Coopersville would have to pay a portion, the county



           4       would pay a portion of it, the road commission would likely



           5       pay a portion of it.



           6                 But you're right the other portion would be



           7       assessed among the property owners and we don't know what the



           8       cost would be.  But that is why he has committed that he



           9       would come back with any engineering just so people



          10       understand the scope.



          11                 And at that time they would have an estimated



          12       construction cost, correct, Joe?



          13                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Good possibly.



          14                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.  But again, I



          15       understand the problems you're having and that has to be



          16       frustrating, to say the least.



          17                 MR. PAUL BELL:  Indeed.  Thank you.



          18                 MR. JEFF CUNNINGHAM:  I'm Jeff Cunningham.  I live



          19       at 417 Ridgefield Drive.  We've been there 20 years, our sump



          20       pump, like Paul's, runs constantly.



          21                 We had not had water in our basement, but we are --



          22       our sump pump runs all the time.  We have, between ourselves



          23       and the neighbor we have a 25 and 35-foot wide swale all the



          24       way behind our properties that are wet all the time, not some



          25       of the time, not part of the time, all the time, including
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           1       right now where you can't walk back there.



           2                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Can I ask a question?



           3       With regard to your sump pump, does it drain into the system



           4       or does it drain --



           5                 MR. JEFF CUNNINGHAM:  It does.



           6                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Do you think it's just



           7       circulating or do you think it's actually going off your



           8       property?



           9                 MR. JEFF CUNNINGHAM:  No.  Our pump goes into the



          10       storm sewer.  We have a drain in the garage that then drains



          11       into the city storm sewer.



          12                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay, thank you.



          13                 Next?



          14                 MS. AMY KARNS:  I'm Amy Karns, 628 Birkdale Court.



          15                 I've lived there since '98.  Yes, I'm that old.



          16                 And we had no issue.  The first few years we lived



          17       there, we had no sump pump.  It never runs.  We do have it



          18       feed into the front of our house but it never goes off.  A



          19       disclaimer, we have a bilevel so we're only four feet in the



          20       ground.  The only water we get is probably the last ten feet



          21       of our yard and we just don't mow it.  And I like it because



          22       then we don't have to water our backyard.



          23                 Thank you.



          24                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  And the far side?



          25                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  No comment.
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           1                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.  I'll go to the



           2       back row?



           3                 Yes, that would be great.



           4                 MR. BRIAN METTEN:  Brian Metten, 664 Fieldstone.



           5       I'm the very last house east, southeast corner.



           6                 The gentleman prior talked about all the water in



           7       the woods at the end, that water cannot drain any place.  And



           8       the water in the spring ten foot from my house is six inches



           9       deep.  And I have two sumps pumps that run constantly, very



          10       rare that I go through a year without burning one of them up.



          11                 The water in the back in the woods, there is a



          12       drain in the back west corner of my property, but the only



          13       way that water can get to that is if it gets about a



          14       foot-and-a-half deep in the woods, then it will overflow the



          15       yards.  But my yard is always wet back there.



          16                 In the spring when the ice is on the ground, that



          17       water from the woods cannot go any place and it gets right up



          18       close to my house.



          19                 And I have to go out there with the thick ice and



          20       chop a four-foot strip from the drain all the way across my



          21       property to the woods, and then you can go white water



          22       rafting out there if you wanted to, it's such force.



          23                 But I'm not getting younger, I can't be chopping



          24       ice.



          25                 The city used to dump all the snow from all the







                                         46

�









           1       streets and everything here right at the end of the road.



           2       And I complained to them about that because that water would



           3       go no place, and they basically said too bad.



           4                 So I got a hold of the DEQ, they came out and



           5       checked it and they said what they were doing was against the



           6       law and gave me a list of lawyers to contact.



           7                 So when I talked to the city, they stopped plowing



           8       snow in there anymore.  But still I get a lot of water and



           9       ice the last few years.



          10                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  I understand.  Thank



          11       you.



          12                 Next to him?  Okay.



          13                 I'm going to go very back row.



          14                 MR. MIKE SCRIMGER:  I'm Mike Scrimger.  I live at



          15       515 Ridgefield Drive.



          16                 We have, I guess it would be the southwest corner



          17       of 493, our neighbors, there is a catch basin, a drain.  And



          18       it looks like along the back of our property there is some



          19       sort of a pipe, a drain.  It runs down through there because



          20       you can actually see the dirt crowned or the grass crowned



          21       along the back of our lot.



          22                 So to the north of us, our northwest corner is the



          23       last spot.  And then from there going north it continually



          24       gets worse because it starts to drop downhill.



          25                 Our sump pump does run probably every ten minutes
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           1       at this time of year.  We're on our third sump pump and we've



           2       been there since 2007.  But if we have a dry summer, it won't



           3       run at all.



           4                 So I guess one of my biggest questions is we all



           5       know that the Great Lakes are at an all-time high, you know.



           6       Is that driving the water table across the state to an



           7       all-time high?  So is this a cyclical event that will



           8       eventually change itself, or is this really an ongoing event.



           9                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  I do know that five of



          10       the last six years have been wetter than average which has



          11       contributed to the lake levels.  And again, that would have



          12       to be something that the, if this moves forward, that they'd



          13       have to take into consideration.  And again, they -- but



          14       you're right, five of the last six years have been wetter



          15       than normal with the data that I've looked at.



          16                 MR. MIKE SCRIMGER:  Our sump pump drains right to



          17       the end of that, where I believe that pipe stops so it drains



          18       into the back, into that whole drainage in the backyard.  So



          19       we're certainly not doing anybody any favors in that respect.



          20                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.



          21                 MR. MIKE SCRIMGER:  I do know the neighbors to the



          22       north of us, their sump pump goes into the storm sewer.  And



          23       I don't know how it was determined when the homes were built,



          24       which ones went into the storm sewer and which ones didn't.



          25       We do have an electrical box right in the front so I don't
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           1       know if they can trudge through that area.



           2                 It's -- so again, I wouldn't call them problems,



           3       but we have to watch it.  I think we're, you know, we're in a



           4       relatively hit or miss spot.  Sometimes it's bad, sometimes



           5       it's not.



           6                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.  I appreciate it.



           7                 And I think we have one more individual in the very



           8       back row?  Did you want to speak?



           9                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Me?



          10                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Yes.



          11                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  No.



          12                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.  At this point we



          13       have given everybody an opportunity to make public comments



          14       on this, and so now we're going to have a conversation in



          15       front of you about this, about this petition we received.



          16                 First I'll start with Ken, do you have any comments



          17       that you would like to make about this?



          18                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  It sounds like a lot of



          19       the problem in this particular subdivision is surface water,



          20       surface water contributing to the sump pump discharge.  There



          21       is not a place -- or they're not discharging it in the right



          22       spot.



          23                 What I'm totally in favor of is the orphan drain



          24       becoming a part of the county drain system so that the drain



          25       commissioner can address problems within it.
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           1                 Right now each person is looking at their little



           2       individual problem and maybe solving their problem is



           3       contributing to somebody else's problem.



           4                 So to me it would be a wise thing, and I would be



           5       in favor of putting this whole drainage system under the



           6       county's jurisdiction so we can look at it on a broader



           7       method to be able to address all the problems rather than



           8       just individual problems.



           9                 That's my thought.



          10                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Rich?



          11                 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLOK:  I would agree



          12       with what Ken said.  I do -- we've had a mixture of comments



          13       that have been made here, some who have no particular



          14       problems and others who have serious problems, and then some



          15       that are in between.



          16                 However, why I agree with what Ken said is because



          17       it seems to me that all of those particular issues should be



          18       addressed in some form or fashion.  And it would make sense



          19       to me to bring it into, the orphan drain, to bring it under



          20       the county system.  And so I would -- I agree from that



          21       standpoint.



          22                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  The thing that struck



          23       me most was that this was -- had gone through the city's



          24       planning commission, this has gone through the city approval



          25       process.  And I am curious as to why they only designed it







                                         50

�









           1       for a ten-year event.  That seems to be at the very least a



           2       very minimal design.  It is a design that you can almost



           3       guarantee was going to fail over a longer period of time.



           4                 But because it's an orphan drain, the city isn't



           5       responsible for the costs of any of the improvements unless



           6       we bring it under the county system.



           7                 And so because this is an orphan drain, because in



           8       my opinion it wasn't designed properly at the time, and



           9       because I would like to have the other public entities and



          10       not just the private property owners paying for a portion of



          11       any potential solution, I am in favor of bringing this orphan



          12       drain into the public system under the responsibility of the



          13       Ottawa County Water Resources Commissioner.



          14                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  Well said.



          15                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Any other comments?



          16                 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLOK:  Not from me, no.



          17                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Again, like I say, this



          18       is, to me, a fairly simple issue.  And so I will make a



          19       motion that the proposed maintenance, improvement of the



          20       Meadow Green Estates #3 drain, as petitioned on September



          21       10th, is necessary and conducive to the public health,



          22       convenience or welfare.



          23                 Before I make this motion, though, I wanted to say



          24       did you -- is this what we are calling the proposed new drain



          25       the #3?  And does this cover the entire subdivision that was
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           1       approved by the city?



           2                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  I believe that's



           3       correct.



           4                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay, it was approved



           5       by the city.



           6                 So I will make that motion and look for support.



           7                 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLOK:  I will support



           8       that.



           9                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  I will support.



          10                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.  I will give



          11       Rich, since he had the lower voice, the support on that.



          12                 All in favor, say aye.



          13                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  Aye.



          14                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Aye.



          15                 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.



          16                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  And again, this is a



          17       very first step.  Now that we have decided that there is a



          18       problem out there, and that this is a problem that should be



          19       solved by the public entities that help to approve and create



          20       this, I am going to ask that Rich -- excuse me, that Joe talk



          21       about the appeal's process, if they disagree with this.



          22                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Yep.



          23                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  And after that we will



          24       have an adjournment.



          25                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Well again, I just
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           1       want to say a few words.  You can appeal today's Board of



           2       Determination meeting through the Probate Court.  You have



           3       ten days including today to appeal today's Board of



           4       Determination.



           5                 You know, just to answer a few people's questions



           6       about costs, I usually try to come up with three options.



           7       And I don't over -- I don't put a project together that the



           8       cost over exceeds the benefit.  We usually come up with three



           9       different costs and work through those.



          10                 We did it with Eagle Ridge.  Jerry knows, I changed



          11       that project multiple times to fit the benefit because the



          12       original number was like, whoa, that's not going to work.



          13                 I've even turned down projects because I didn't put



          14       that burden on the taxpayer because the project outweighed



          15       the benefits.  So that can happen, I'm not saying it will



          16       here.



          17                 But I think these are usually pretty simple



          18       solutions compared to the other 30, 40 calls I get a day.



          19       These are pretty -- one of the things I will take into



          20       account, some people are like the rain, the drain water, the



          21       lake level, I'm on 13 different boards, multiple lake boards,



          22       I get it.  I get the lake levels.  I'm dealing with the



          23       lakeshore erosion issues on Lake Michigan.



          24                 So there is a lot of things that play a role into



          25       why your back yards are wet.  And I'm not going to build
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           1       something or reconstruct something that's already working.



           2       If it's working, it's working.  I'm not going to rip the road



           3       up to put new storm sewer in just because I feel like it.



           4       It's about commonsense and it's you guy's money as well as



           5       the city.



           6                 By the way, I want to clarify, I think everything



           7       is in the city, so it's not county road commission in this



           8       particular drain district.  It's all in the city.



           9                 So the city would pay for their roads and road



          10       runoff, and those calculations and formulas, how we do that,



          11       it's all within the city limits, just FYI, but not the road



          12       commission.



          13                 If you see the road commission is not here,



          14       typically they're at every Board of Determination and give a



          15       little speech, but they're not here because everything is in



          16       the city limits.



          17                 But I wanted to clarify for the record too, you can



          18       go back and look it up later on the court recorder that, you



          19       know, if it's working, it's working.  And if it's not, then



          20       we'll look into it.



          21                 But Ryan will be more than happy, and myself, I do



          22       it all the time on all my projects, go out and meet the



          23       property owners, if you want to meet me and him together or



          24       him separately.  This is why I'm here, this is why I'm



          25       elected to help serve the people, even in the city of
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           1       Coopersville.



           2                 Some of you are going, why is the county involved



           3       in the city?  Because the city doesn't have the mechanism to



           4       do what we're doing today.  The Drain Code is for cities,



           5       townships, villages.  That's why I do all 17 townships, six



           6       cities and a village.



           7                 So when I say I got the whole county, I literally



           8       do all these in all those municipalities, whether it's a city



           9       or village or township.



          10                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  I do have one last question, Joe.



          11       When you say this will all be on one project as far as one



          12       area, anything that would be done as far as work with inside



          13       that district, would be everybody that's on this map then,



          14       right, not just the yellow area?



          15                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Sometimes, just to



          16       clarify -- great question.



          17                 If we do a certain area, and your water has no way



          18       to get into the storm sewer, say you live on the north end



          19       and we're just doing the work on the south end, and we know



          20       by engineers and by the storm sewer, if your water cannot get



          21       there -- and the only way I can assess a benefit or



          22       contribution, if you don't get -- if your water doesn't get



          23       there or you benefit from that portion of the project, I'm



          24       not going to assess you.  You'll probably get a zero on your



          25       assessment because there is no way your water will get there.
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           1                 I've heard comments, hey, I spent money, I fixed



           2       mine.  What happens a lot of times --  and that's great, I'm



           3       glad people try to fix their own, but they just push the



           4       water on somebody else, so that's difficult.



           5                 I'm not saying anybody did that, I'm just saying I



           6       hear that all the time, I hear that daily.



           7                 So we try to go in there and fix those issues.  And



           8       I appreciate it when people try to fix their own, but a lot



           9       of times the neighbors call me and go, wait a minute, he



          10       fixed his, but all he did is put it on me and now he created



          11       my problem.  And it then becomes a neighbor -- and, you know



          12       what, we're Ottawa County, and the city of Coopersville and



          13       it's a community that is very important to me and I'm here to



          14       help all of you guys.



          15                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  Okay.  I appreciate



          16       that.



          17                 So at this stage, if you have any other questions



          18       you want to ask Joe or the engineer after the meeting, please



          19       stay after the meeting, they will spend time and talk with



          20       you.



          21                 At this point I will take a motion to adjourn.



          22                 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLOK:  So moved.



          23                 BOARD CHAIRMAN BILL CARGO:  So moved, and without



          24       objection we are adjourned.



          25                 (Board of Determination adjourned at 11:15 a.m.)
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Page 2 Page 4
1 Coopersville, Mchigan 1 don't have any way to go in there and fix anything.
2 Novenber 7, 2019 - 10:00 a.m 2 So the petition cane fromthe people. You can get
3 PROCEED NGS 3 enough signatures, turn themin, and here starts the process.
4 WATER RESOURCES OO JCE BUSH  Good mor ni ng, 4 Thisis all part of the process.
5 everyone. It's 10 o'clock so let's go ahead and get this 5 So again | appreciate your tine this norning. |1'll
6 Board of Deternmination started. 6 get acouple of these questions out of the way.
7 | vel cone everybody to the city of Coopersville. 7 Do we know a scope or a project or a cost? That's
8 Bverybody can hear e all right? 8 not why we're here today. The Board of Determnationis to
9 M nane i s Joe Bush, the Cttawa County Véter 9 determine the necessity to put it under ny jurisdiction and
10 Resources Gommi ssioner, al so known previously as the drain 10 nove forward or not.
11 commissioner. Sane seat, same office, just a different title 11 If this three-panel board says, no, we don't see a
12 nanme from2012 when the Board of Conmissioners and nysel f 12 need, then it doesn't nove forward. |f they do, then we'll
13 changed the nane to Véter Resources. 13 nove forvard to see what kind of fixes that we need to do.
14 Wiy we're here today is just one of the nany, many 14 (e of the things that hol ds ne accountable is,
15 jobs that this position holds. | ama countyw de elected 15 whenit is a county drain, which | have over a thousand
16 officia. Sol'melected, and as part of Drain Gode thisis 16 county drains with a minimal staff in Qtawa Gounty, | got
17 one of ny jobs to dois to hold these public hearings when | 17 the vhol e county, not just this whole area. | got the whol e
18 receive a petition. 18 county, all 17 townships, six cities and a village, 1'monly
19 And people are like, what's a petition? 19 alloved to spend 5,000 per nile per year per drain per Drain
20 Vel in Drain Gode, in order to hold a public 20 (ode. So unless | have a resolution fromthe city or
21 hearing or do an inprovenent | need to hold a Board of 21 township to spend more, or | have a petition |ike we have
22 Deternmination. 22 today.
23 And sone people are like, well what does that 23 But today's petitionisto seeif this goes under
24 consist of? V@Il that means | have to hold a public hearing 24 ny unbrella of the overall big scope.
25 inthedraindistrict of where it's kind of located, or at 25 | have an engineer here who wll later down the
Page 3 Page 5
1 the township hall or acity hall. And | appoint three 1 agenda have a presentation and talk more about naybe why
2 menbers all per Drain Code. And these board nenbers do not 2 we're here and what he knows.
3 liveinyour area, donot liveinthe city of Coopersville 3 But | don't have a solution and a cost today.
4 and have no affiliation with your city council or any other 4 People are like, what's it going to cost? | have no idea.
5 boards inthis area. And these three gentlemen are appointed 5 Because what happens, if | hire an engineer, accumlate let's
6 by newhichis Drain Code which is state law 6 say $20,000 worth of engineering bill, this three-panel board
7 | received a petition which can come in several 7 says, Joe, we don't see a necessity to be under your
8 types of ways, by the city or township or road commssion or 8 jurisdiction, | got a $20,000 engineer hill | got to figure
9 MO or the people. V¢ ve had nunerous concerns in this 9 out howto pay for. Sowe don't put the carriage before the
10 particular area about backyard drainage, flooding, ground -- 10  horse.
11 wet ground, the soils are wet. V¢'ve had nurerous situations 1 So today is a necessity, not a project. \é don't
12 where people called in and had a situation that we can't 12 have that yet. But we're taking all the people who have been
13 really control because it's not part of ny jurisdiction. 13 calling about their concerns and conplaints and figuring out
14 Wat does that nean? | don't have easenents, it 14 how ve can nove forward, but this is why we hold a public
15 wesn't part of the plat or the devel opnent back in, we'll say 15 hearing. Sone of you might have a problem sone of you might
16 nid '60s, md '70s sonetimes, even the md '90s. Sometines 16 not.
17 not every plat or subdivisionis under ny jurisdiction. 17 V¢ find out nore about what is wong out there by
18 Alot of minicipalities are trying to petition ne 18 holding the public hearing because people -- there is a few
19 to establish those, we call themorphan drains. | have no 19 things. People don't knowwho to call; or they call the city
20 jurisdiction or | have no easenents or no rights, by law to 20 and they're like, well we don't know what to do, you got to
21 be on people's property to do a fix. And there is no way to 21 fix it yourself. That's why I"mhere. |'mhere to help fix
22 pay for it. 22 those, but | got to do the process.
23 So the petition that | received on this particular 23 So that's the nunber one case, nobody knows who to
24 Meadow Geen Estates #3, | believe this is one phase that is 24 call and how do you fix it? You got to hire an engineer or a
25 apart of aplat, the other phases are not. That neans | 25 contractor or whatever. But that's -- but we're here today
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Page 8

1 for necessity. 1 to move forward, and these three gentlenen understand that

2 And then we can help forward that process and a 2 Andthey also deal with their own issues with the road

3 solution possibly if this three-nmenber board votes yes to 3 commission, Gand Haven Township and Georgetown Township. So

4 make a notion later in the meeting to say yes or no. That's 4 that's why we're here

5 totally uptothem It's not ny decision. 5 (e | give these three gentlenen the oath --

6 So being elected this is just one of the processes 6 they'|l stand up -- they'Il stand up and I'Il give themthe

7 | have to doin this situation. 7 oath, and they'll run the neeting. So any questions are to

8 So I'Il dointroductions for everybody but | wanted 8 themand they'|l ask the engineer or nyself if thereis

9 to nake sure that everybody is clear that's why we're here, 9 questions that need to be answered

10 not to vote on a project. It's not a people vote where, you 10 So they' Il run the neeting. It's their decision

11 know we'll just say there is 30 people in here and 20 voted 11 not nine, to nove forwerd or not

12 against it. It's these three panel nenbers that vote forward 12 So again | appreciate everybody's tine. Some

13 or not to go forverd. 13 people ask why 10 o' clock in the morning? | get nore peopl e

14 But we're here today to hear your concerns or your 14 toshowup at 10 o'clock than | do at night. People are more

15 neighbor's concerns hecause we only know what we know And 15 upset with neif | have themat night. So | try tojust do

16 the more infornation they get to make a decision, the better, 16 themat 10

17 and the nore infornation we get if we nove forward, is even 17 You can always wite in, do ane-nail, those are

18 better yet for the engineer. 18 always recorded and read here in the public comment tine. So

19 So Ryan MEnhill, speaking of engineers fromEng. 19 if thereis -- inthe future, you got a BCD or you know

20 who works for 25 to 30 drain commissioners across the state, 20 friends that will be or famly, and they can't nake it,

21 his conpany does. He's out of Gand Haven, local engineer 21 always mail sonething and it will be read word for word for

22 and he's bheen doing these projects for a good nunber of 22 the court reporter.

23 years, so he understands drai nage. 23 So again, | appreciate your tinme. | knowit's 10

24 And then behind ne is Mrrgie. Mrgieis a court 24 o'clock inthe norning and the weather wasn't great. V¢ have

25 recorder, so when you do speak, and we don't have even a mc, 25 agreat turnout for this particular Board of Determnation
Page 7 Page 9

1 because we don't have the roombut just stand up, speak your 1 so thank you

2 name, address, and your concern. Speak |oudly because 2 Gent| emen, please rise. Raise your right hand

3 everything is word for word. 3 Do each of you sol emnly swear that you will

4 And that's not required by state lawbut | do that 4 faithfully performand discharge the duties inposed upon you

5 to nake sure that | can go back and read the mnutes from 5 asrequired by lawas menbers of the Board of Determnation

6 every BOs. Soif you goto mottawa org, |ook under Veéter 6 appointed by the Gtawa Gounty Veter Resources Comm ssioner

7 Recourses Qonmissi oner, everyone of ny petitions or Board of 7 to determine the necessity for naintenance and i nprovenent

8 Determination meetings are court recorded so | can use them 8 for the Meadow Geen Estates #3 drain, located in the city of

9 incourt if somebody wants to have a question or sue ne, or 9  (oopersville, in the said county? Gentlemen?

10 neighbors are saying, hey, | didn't say that, or she said 10 BOARD MEVBER BILL CARX | do

11 that. It's all court recorded so that's for the benefit of 1 BOARD MEVBER KEN SQUTER | do

12 everybody, even the three-panel board. 12 BOARD MEVBER R CH VANDER KLXK: | do.

13 Sowe'll go fromright to left. Rchis from 13 VATER RESOURCES OOW JCE BUSH  Thank you.

14 Georgetown Township, he's done a nunber of these hoard of 14 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARRQ  The first thing we need

15  determnations. 15 todoistoelect achairperson and a secretary. Do | have a

16 And then Bill Cargo, he's fromGand Haven 16 nmotion for the chairperson position?

17 Township. Heis their nanager. He's been doing these for 17 BOARD MEVBER R CH VANDER KLXK: 1" 11 make a notion

18 quite a fewyears. 18 that Bill Cargo serve as chair.

19 And then Ken Souter is from-- he's retired, but 19 BOARD MEVBER KEN SQUTER  |' |1 second that notion.

20 worked for the road comnmission for Gitana Qounty, | always 20 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARRQ  Since there is only three

21 get this wong, but nearly 40 years. So he was an engi neer 21 of us, there won't be a lot of discussions. Soall in favor

22 there and he understands drai nage. 22 say, aye

23 The reason | pick these three gentlenen to do a | ot 23 BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER  Aye

24 of these is because the priority is drainage, right, and 24 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARRD  Aye.

25 drainlaw Those two things are very inportant and crucial 25 BOARD MEMBER R CH VANDER KLXK:  Aye.
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1 BONRD CHA RN BILL CARRQD And | will serve as 1 arevery famliar wth.

2 chair since it was wthout objection. 2 Joe al so vent through kind of the overviewof the

3 A'so we need to elect a secretary. Rch, | wll 3 board'srole sol won't get intothat too mich. | will

4 make a nomnation for you to be secretary. 4 reiterate though that it is at least inportant not only for

5 BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER  1'I1 second that. 5 the board to hear your public comments, but also for nme too

6 BOARD CHA RN BILL CARQ  Any comment S? 6 because one of the things that we do when this neeting is

7 Then I'Il in favor, say aye. 7 wapped up is we get atranscript. V@ go back and read what

8 BOARD MEVBER KEN SOUTER  Aye. 8 your concerns are, so that if a project does happen, that

9 BOARD CHA RVAN BILL CARRD  Aye. 9 we'll make sure that we're addressing all those concerns.

10 BOARD MEMBER R CH VANDER KLXK  Aye. 10 So as Joe nentioned as vell we try to keep cost to

1 BOARD CHA RN BILL CARGD  And again it vas 11 anminimmup front. W don't want to spend a bunch of money

12 unani nous. 12 up front, should this board for whatever reason turn the

13 As far as rules of public comment, one of the 13 project down. Soup front we just adoalittle bit of

14 things that we do is we linit the public coments to three 14 research

15 mnutes per person. You can sunmarize \Vér And Peace in three 15 Wiat we did primarily is reviewthe plat docunents,

16 nminutes. Al we want youto dois to tell us whether you 16 kind of the overall drainage plan, the construction draw ngs

17 think this is necessary, whether there is any problens. 17 that Gtawa County had on file to see what kind of

18 And if you have any questions, we will answer that 18 infrastructure is out there currently, what easements are

19 outside of the three mnutes if there is something we need to 19 available

20 do. 20 As Joe mentioned, |'Il talk about this alittle bit

21 So all infavor of limting public coments to 21 later, there is only one phase that was actually dedicated to

22 three minutes per individual, I'Il make that notion, do | 22 the Witer Resources Conmissioner's office, but there were

23 have support? 23 drainage easenents granted in other parts of the subdivision

24 BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER ~ Support. 24 There is just no mechanismfor Joe's office to

25 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER LXK I || agree. 25 actually go and do work in those areas because the proper
Page 11 Page 13

1 BOARD CHARVMN BILL CARRQY  Ckay. W have a notion 1 paperwork wasn't filed back in the day.

2 and support to lint public conments to three mnutes. Al 2 So there is easenents there, just no nechani smto

3 infavor, say aye. 3 actually, for his office to goin and do any work, and this

4 BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER  Aye. 4 process would alleviate that issue as well.

5 BOARD CHA RN BILL CARRD Aye. 5 V¢ did spend sone tinme out there in the field,

6 BOARD SECRETARY R CH VANDER LXK Aye. 6 there was a staff engineer and al so nyself going out there

7 So the public comments will be linted to three 7 and just walking the properties, trying to see what popped

8 mnutes per individual. 8 out visually that has issues as far as stormwater is

9 The first thing we want to do is we've talked a 9  concerned.

10 little bit about the role and function of the board. 10 And then kind of our goal today is just collect a

11 Previously Joe gave that infornation. 11 that data, cone to this meeting today, give an unbiased just

12 And so at this time |'mgoing to ask Ryan to give 12 reviewof the conditions and report to this Board of

13 the engineer's presentation of the issue or issues in front 13 Determination to assist themin making a decision today

14 of us. 14 So one of the things that we did is delineate the

15 Ryan, do you vant to give your slide showat this 15 district boundary, and so in this particular case we have

16 tine? 16 kind of two ngjor stormsystens here. There is this one here

17 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL:  Sure. 17 that discharges in a 30-inch pipe up to Deer Creek, and then

18 Véll good norning, everyone. M name is Ryan 18 there is one on the west side here as well

19  MEnhill with Eng, 1'ma Professional Engineer inthe Sate 19 Wiat we're trying to do wth this boundary is

20 of Mchigan. 20 deternine the land that drains to those two main systens, and

21 Qur firmhas offices in Lansing and Gand Haven. | 21 | think incorporates areas actually outside of the plat as

22 kind of operate and run out of our Gand Haven office. And 22 well. This storage area, alot of the land drains into the

23 as Joe nentioned we work with drain commissioners, water 23 Meadow Green Estates systemand there is sone areas over here

24 resources conmssioners all across the state. So Drain Code 24 onthe east side and also a little bit over here on the west

25 and these types of projects are certainly sonething that we 25 side that actually gets into these systens as well
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1 S all inall what ve dois we use topographic 1 standing water, sponginess, it takes a long, long tine once

2 mps. Ctawa County has one-foot contours that really help 2 that soil gets saturated to where it can actually dry out.

3 us tobeableto delineate these things. V¢ review cul vert 3 Inthis particular case, thisis fromthe NRCS soi

4 inventories fromthe road conmssion to see if water can get 4 survey and this is what we use as a tool to see what

5 fromone side of the road to the other. 5 different kinds of soils are out there. Thereis alot of

6 So ve're actually able to get these pretty darn 6 different soil conditions which are sunmarized over here, but

7 close with all the technol ogy today. 7 they kind of share the sane characteristics.

8 And all inall we have 51 acres in this particul ar 8 It's mainly silty clay loamout there, shallow

9 watershed. 9 depths to the water table, lowpermeability. Al that stuff

10 (e thing Joe tal ked about wes the orphan drain 10 leads to frequent ponding which I'msure a lot of you see

11 system And if you look on the map that you have, that was 11 when you run your |awn nower in the backyard that it's really

12 with your mailing, so that area in orange, right nowthat's 12 tough to get through there with all the sponginess.

13 Meadow Geen #3. That's a third phase of this subdivision. 13 | just wanted to go through a few photos. | know

14 That's actually the only plat that went through the proper 14 the peopl e nostly, nost of the people in the roomare

15 channels with Gitawa County to get the stormsewer installed, 15 famliar with this but for the board as well

16 the easenments granted and the docurentation which we call 425 16 This is kind of that |awn mover situation where

17 or 433 agreenent that dedicates all that infrastructure to 17 it's just very wet inthe rear yard areas. Alot of that is

18 Joe's office. 18 due to soil conditions.

19 So right now he only has the legal authority to do 19 This section here is kind of a natural drainage

20 work on that orange part. Qur intent with -- and the rest of 20 course, down the mddle of the property. That would be

21 these areas in yellowon your map, those are all considered 21 located inthis general area. Everything flows inthis

22 orphan drains, so right nowthere is no mechanismfor the 22 direction and down to Deer Qreek. It's kind of overgrown

23 city togointhere and fix them 23 with vegetation

24 If a pipe were to collapse, | mean essentially it 24 Mre photos throughout the subdivision just kind of

25 would be either private land owners, if it was in your back 25 indicating those same types of conditions, standing water. A
Page 15 Page 17

1 yard or you could try to get the city to help you doit. 1 ot of these rear yard areas have to travel a long distance

2 Thereisnot alot of avenues out there. 2 toget toasubdivision. The clay soils obviously have a big

3 So this process is very inportant so when you have 3 inpact onretaining that water and just having it sit there.

4 public infrastructure there is a public entity that can goin 4 It was pretty common when we did our field inspections out

5 and maintain and inprove that shoul d something catastrophic 5 there

6 like that happen. 6 This is actual |y the upper part near the storage

7 So just going over just an overall overviewof the 7 area. This kind of junped out at us because it wasn't

8 system we're primarily talking about the enclosed drainage 8 included in the basis of design for the subdivision storm

9 systens in the subdivision, two nain branches, a lot of rear 9 sewer system Sothisis an extrainput, even thoughit's

10 yard drainage, which | think are probably where a lot of the 10 kind of a makeshift detention systemthere it's stil

11 issues stemfromis these rear yard areas. 11 discharging nore than what this systemwas originally

12 And this stormsystemwas designed for a 10-year 12 designed for

13 event, which is pretty typical. The one thing that concerned 13 And then this is a 30-inch outlet that discharges

14 nmeright away is alot of these rear yard areas, if they do 14 into Deer Qeek. Chviously quite a bit of sediment

15 surcharge or buildup, a lot of homes are, could potentially 15 deposition down there that's being discharged too. Thereis

16 be inpacted. 16 not any pretreatnent of stormwater in the Deer Creek.

17 And typically we woul d design a rear yard drai nage 17 Rght nowthe current standards are obviously a | ot

18 systemfor a lot less frequent rain event like a 25-year or 18 different than they were back in the early '90s, pretty mich

19 hundred-year rain event so those pipes are able to convey 19 with every system stormwater managenent plan that comes

20 nore stormwater than naybe street drainage because we want 20 through the county these days there is always a water quality

21 to nake sure homes are protected. 21 element that we try to include, and detention as well. Soa

22 So right now everything in this subdivisionis 22 lot of this systemdoesn't have either of those el enents

23 designed for a 10-year occurrence interval. 23 And it's sonething, water quality, nost people

24 So just Coopersville in general, the soil, nmostly 24 don't think about that, but I'msure as a county official Joe

25 silty clay. Probably the higgest reason why there is so mich 25 would want to protect our waterways and make sure we got
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1 clean water going in there. Sothat's another itemue 1 done. Again, the only thing that Qitawa County woul d have
2 noticed. 2 jurisdiction over would continue to just be the storm sewer
3 And then just to reiterate an overall summary we 3 inthe orange areas. Al the other stuff in the yellow areas
4 noted that the ten-year designis what things are currently 4 would renain private
5 designed for which caused ne a little bit of concern 5 If it"s found necessary, usually what we dois --
6 especially with the rear yard drainage. And then the soils 6 then ve start getting themto doing some survey work
7 obviously I think are playing a big inpact in the standing 7 evaluating what issues you bring to the table today that we
8 water and sponginess that you guys see in your rear yard 8 should be looking at. | would sit down with Joe and say what
9 area 9 do we want the scope of this project to be, and then we get
10 | added this slide because we normally don't talk 10 into detailed design
11 about solutions at these meetings, we want to nake sure that 1 Typically we try to have a scope neeting with you
12 the board finds it necessary before we actually get into 12 folks again to say this is what we're thinking, we think this
13 solutions. 13 is going to solve the issues, but what do you think, are
14 But questions always cone up, is there any way you 14 there areas that we're nmissing. And we try to incorporate
15 canfix any of this stuff. And we certainly can't go out and 15 all those so we know everybody's issues are at |east given
16 removal all the clay soils throughout the subdivision, it's 16 attention and hopeful |y resol ved at the end of the day
17 just not financially feasible. 17 Dependi ng on what we do, easements nay be
18 But one of the things we do in rear yard soil areas 18 necessary, permts fromthe Mchigan, fornerly DEQ now EGLE,
19 where water is being concentrated is we try to get, you know 19 nmay be necessary. | think we nay be able to avoid that on
20 within a reasonabl e distance naybe 20 foot w de, we renove 20 this particular project, but easements and pernits are al ways
21 the clay soils, we put in a perforated pipe naybe in a stone, 21 something that come into play on these projects
22 almost like a French drain, if that's sonething you're 22 So those are the next steps
23 faniliar with, and build that all the way back up with sand 23 If the board has any questions for me, |'mhappy to
24 or granular naterial that can actually infiltrate. 24 answer them
25 So this system-- and get it back vegetative, this 25 BOARD CHARVMN BILL CAR&Q I this proposed

Page 19 Page 21
1 systemactually allows water toinfiltrate where right now 1 drainage district located within the city of Coopersville?
2 these clay soils are not allowng you any of that capability. 2 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL:  Entirely.
3 Look at upgrading sone of these rear yard systens 3 BOARD CHARVMN BILL CARRQ So fromwhat |
4 to, froma 10-year to a mninumof 25-year rainfall event. 4 understand because it's an orphan drain we can not spend
5 And again | |ook forward to hearing your conments 5 public nonies onit. If you do an assessment, typically sone
6 to see exactly what the issues are that you see out there on 6 of the assessment would go to the city, sone of the
7 adaily basis. But that was one thing that we would Iikely 7 assessnent woul d go to the county, some of the assessnent
8 recomend. 8 mght go to the county road conmission, that is not an option
9 Review kind of how that off-site drainage is 9 under the current -- because it is an orphan drain, correct?
10 inpacting the systemthat's currently designed for a 10 ENG NEER RYAN MENH LL:  Qorrect.
11 ten-year, because again it wasn't originally included in the 1 BOARD CHARVMN BILL CARQY  Ckay. Are there any
12 basis of design for this subdivision. 12 other questions, Ken, Rch?
13 And then the last thing was to probably |ook at 13 BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER  No, not at this point.
14 some sort of pretreatnent mechanism V& vant to try to 14 BOARD SECRETARY RCH VANDER LXK No.
15 protect Deer Qeek if there is something we can do froma 15 BOARD CHA RN BILL CARD A this stage | like to
16 pretreatnent, obviously there is alot of roads that generate 16 ask -- first of all 1'd like to ask i s there anybody fromthe
17 sand, oils, all that stuff that are being straight discharged 17 city of Coopersville here today that would like to nake a
18 into the creek. 18  conment?
19 S those are just some of the solutions that we 19 Ckay. Then I'Il take public comment. Because this
20 looked at. Again | don't want to get too much into those hut 20 isafairly smll roomand we don't have an audio system
21 those are sone ideas that we came up wth. 21 hooked up, I'I1 have you stand where you're at. Pl ease give
22 Next steps, obviously public testimony is very 22 your nane and your address and then you can have any public
23 inportant. 23 comments
24 This board will determine the necessity of the 24 Ater your public comments, if you have a question
25 petition. If they find it not necessary, this project is 25 wewll try to respond to those, but we're going to go around
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1 this entire roomonce and give everybody an opportunity to 1 the sunp punp go of f every 30 seconds.

2 speak. 2 BOARD CHA RWAN BILL CARRD  Ckay.

3 That said, I'Il start onny right on the first row 3 BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER  Were does that drain to?

4 any coments fromyou? 4 M JAVES TROBRDCE It drains -- it wll beto

5 UNKNOMW SPEAKER Mot at this tine. 5 the west of the house, which woul d be toward R dgefield

6 BOARD CHA RN BILL CARGQ VeI this is your only 6 Sreet.

7 time. Do you have any comments -- | just want to et you 7 BOARD CHARVAN BILL CARRD  Ckay.

8 know we go through this once. 8 M JAVES TROBRDE Soit doesn't drainto the

9 The gentlenan next to you? If you would stand and 9 back so that's not creating the problemin the back.

10  give your nane and address. 10 It seens to ne like on ny lot, | noticed there was

1 M JAVES TROBRDE M nane is James Trowbridge. 11 an easerent that ran through the center of ny backyard from

12 | live at 754 Ridgefield. 12 north to south.

13 O the nap here, it would be the third lot as you 13 UNKNOM SPEAKER V¢ vere tol d that.

14 cone in fromdevel and fromthe north on the east side. 14 MR JAMVES TROBRDE W vere told that. Sothe

15 And one of the slides that you showed earlier had 15 water actually runs fromthe north down the center of ny

16  the back of our house. You were actually showing the 16  backyard, then curves around. And rather then get to

17 backyard. It was actually the first one. | don't knowif 17 drainage it collects in our backyard and Viyne Adams

18  you can go back to that or not. G back one nore, one more 18  backyard and becones a mud hol e every year.

19 again. 19 BOARD CHARVAN BILL CARRQ  Ckay, | appreciate it.

20 Ckay, onthe left is our backyard. That areain 20 Thank you.

21 the corner that borders with Wyne Adans. And ny yard does 21 BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER | that shown on the

22 not drain. Inthe spring sonetines | think if it freezes, | 22 plat?

23 could put up a sign and all ow peopl e to ice skate. It's 23 UNKNOM SPEAKER - This is the area where it all

24 terrible. There is no drainage, we end up with a problem | 24 gathers right here. It's all down to the point where it

25 can't mwit. 25 should, but it can't go no further because of a problemright
Page 23 Page 25

1 This year was particularly bad because of all of 1 here with this dirt right here being higher than the rest of

2 the wet weather that we had. 2 it. It janbs up right there.

3 BOARD CHARVAN BILL CAR&Q Coul d you turn around 3 BOARD CHARVMN BILL CAR®Q | understand what

4 because | vant you to address your comments to the board if 4 you're saying. Thank you very mich.

5 you woul d. 5 Next ?

6 MR JAVES TROBRDE  Sure. 6 UNKNOAN SPEAKER  |"'mwith him

7 BOARD CHA RWAN BILL CARAQ  It's a conversation 7 BOARD CHA RN BILL CARQ  I'mgoing to go to the

8 between us, not the audience. 8 second row Lady on the end of the row any comments?

9 M JAVES TROBRDE Sure. It's not drainage. 9 UNKNOM SPEAKER N,

10 The water is not getting out of there and we have to wait 10 BOARD CHA RVAN BILL CARGD Next to you?

11 sometimes for weeks in the spring. Aways we nmowin a nud 1 UNKNOM SPEAKER (I ndi cat i ng) .

12 hole. 12 BOARD CHA RWAN BILL CARAD (kay.  Next?

13 And this year, because of all the wet weather, 13 M FRED KOSTEN M nane is Fred Kosten, | |ive at

14 through -- 1"'mto the point right now because of heart issues 14 612 Birkdal e Gourt.

15 I"mnot able to mow ny backyard but | hire it done and the 15 V¢ have a drain on the property line between ny

16 peopl e that are mowing the yard have been conpl aining they 16 yard and the neighbor's yard, and we still have the probl em

17 can't get onit. It'svery difficult to now very difficult 17 fromMrch through, oh, My sometine, just like Jimhad. And

18 todeal with. And we just would like to work on figuring out 18 | spent $4,000 to have that fixed and have tile put in there.

19  howwe can get it to drain. 19 And, you know, how nany properties are we tal king about that

20 BOARD CHARVAN BILL CAR®Q | understand. Do you 20 would have to be tiled, M. Engineer? Ae we talking

21 have any infiltration or any issues in your house or hasenent 21 about --

22 or are you running sump punps or do you have any probl emwith 22 BOARD CHARVMN BILL CARR  Again, direct it to me

23 the structure itself? 23 and | wll trytofindout. Vé're not here to talk about the

24 M JAVES TROBRDE | have a sunp punp and 24 scope of the project. The under drain he was tal king about

25 hecause we're inclay, if we have a lot of water, I've had 25 is apossible solution. |'ve seen that be successful in
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1 other -- | call it an under drain, that may not be proper 1 But that's ny nain concern and | feel likeit's
2 technology, but again we're not talking about scope. 2 being rushed. You're here to get information, but all you're
3 Do you have problens with flooding on your 3 getting is the information today. You don't really even have
4 property? 4 timeto think about it, as Joe nentioned. \¥'re here to hear
5 M FRANK KCSTEN  Not after | spent 4000 to take 5 fromall of us to see who is having problens and who is not.
6 careof it. 6 | mean againif it'salittlebit of water in
7 BOARD CHARVAN BILL CARRD  Ckay. 7 backyards, | don't see that being that big of an issue.
8 M FRANK KOBTEN | know ' mscreved, but 1'm 8 BOARD CHA RN BILL CARGQ  Appreciate it.
9 going to have to spend sone noney for everybody's sol ution to 9 UNKNOMW SPEAKER  It's a lake in the backyard
10 this problem when | spent $4,000 to take care of it nyself. 10 BOARD CHA RN BILL CARGQ  That's all right.
1 BOARD CHA RVAN BILL CARGQ Wiere did you put -- 11 W' ve heard your comment. Vé're going to hear from
12 where did you discharge the drains you put in? 12 everybody
13 M FRANK KCGBTEN  You' d have to ask the contractor 13 MR JERBW BABOOXK Jereny Babcock, 773
14 that. 14 Feldstone, soright across the street fromTodd
15 BOARD A RN BILL CARRD kay. Soit's 15 Yeah, | actually have a drain outlet right on the
16  discharged off your property into this drainage system you 16  back corner between ny yard and the Socuns, which is right
17 think? 17 next tous. | still have standing water in ny backyard.
18 MR FRANK KGBTEN | think so. 18 However, |'mfortunate enough to where ny tile job
19 BOARD CHARVMN BILL CARRQ | appreciate it. 19 around ny house and the grade there, | don't have any water
20 Third row if you'd stand and give your name and 20 inside of ny house. M sunp punp has never ranin the 14
21  address. 21 years |'ve been there. | have to yearly go down and check
22 MR TCOD HANSON  Todd Hanson. | live at 774 22 So ny concern would be | still have standing water
23 Feldstone, sol'mcurrently in the one district that has the 23 inthe current district, soif we were to expand that, isit
24 drai nage. 24 only going to -- are we only going to expand into the current
25 M concern is just the cost of sone of this, 25 or are we also going totry to fix and replace what's

Page 27 Page 29
1 especially if we already live in the drainage district. And 1 currently there?
2 also you nentioned ten-year drain situation or whatever. | 2 BOARD CHARVMN BILL CARRQ  Fromwhat | under st and
3 meanit's wet everywhere so is this just a major issue this 3 they're taking comments today to find the scope of the
4 year? Isit goingto-- wll things dry out? Because our 4 project if one is necessary. |f you're having standing water
5 backyard gets danp too and we're running sunp punps. 5 inyour back yard, then that would, | suspect, be included in
6 BOARD CHA RVMN BILL CARRQY  How | ong have you | i ved 6 any project scope that they have. | can't guarantee that,
7 there? 7 but | look at Joe and he's shaking his head, so they woul d
8 MR TCDD HANSON W' ve been there about six years 8 ook at that at that tine too.
9 now 9 And again this does not seemlike a huge project
10 BOARD CHA RN BILL CARGQ  Has it gotten worse or 10 that we're looking at, but again I'monly here to talk about
11  stayed about the sane? 11 necessity. So | appreciate your comments
12 M TOD HANSON | would say the same other than 12 MR JEREW BABOOCK: | still have two minutes,
13 this year it's obviously wetter, but | think it's the way 13 right?
14 we've gotten the rain. | don't knowif we've gotten more 14 BOARD CHA RVAN BILL CARRD Ckay.
15 volune, but it's cone all at one tine. 15 M JEREW BABOOXK So on top of that what are the
16 BOARD CHA RVAN BILL CARRQ Ckay. 16 guarantees that any of this would work? Yes, it is an
17 M TOD HANSON - And then, you know as this 17 inconveni ence for ne to have standing water in ny backyard
18 gentleman said, we don't know the scope of the cost of this, 18 whenit rains, afewdays later it dries up
19 which we can't find out until it's passed. | feel like we're 19 Like this gentleman, it's hard for me to mow
20 passing Chama Care again here. 20 sometines. M backyard gets twice as long as ny front yard
21 You know, if it's going to cost us each four or 21 So if I"mspending this noney to help others, and
22 five thousand dol lar, but he took care of it hinself. | 22 not to be that guy, but if I"mgoing to help spend that money
23 don't want anybody to have water in their basenent but 23 to help produce and hel p everybody el se, | want to make sure
24 sometines that's part of the issues we have with our own 24 ny problens are taken care of as vell
25  hore. 25 So how do we guarantee that any solution is going
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1 towork if I'mpaying? 1 years and that's the probl em
2 BOARD CHARVMN BILL CAREQ  And | think one of the 2 | know the $200 there that got offered to the
3 things that we heard fromthe engineer is that if thereis 3 property owner to take care of that woul d have covered the
4 decided that this is a necessity and this project needs to be 4 costs of theitens, it wouldn't pay to get it installed, and
5 incorporated, they will have another neeting to go over the 5 | certainly amnot goingtodigit uptodoit. But that was
6 actual engineering. And those are questions at that tine 6 offered here
7 that | think they would be able to answer with nore clarity 7 But this was the only solution to get this to
8 and assurity. Rght nowwe can't. 8 belong to the county so that the county coul d do sonething
9 M JEREW BABOOXK: And as this gentleman, | too 9 about it.
10 have corme up with nany sol utions of how | plan to fix nine 10 Inthe long run | think everybody will benefit from
11 nyself getting through that four-inch band of clay that's 12 11 this but thisis not the way | vanted to doit. | wanted to
12 inches down in ny backyard. 12 offer money to the property owner there
13 BOARD CHA RN BILL CARQ  Appreciate it. 13 The property itself there is not, you know the
14 Next to hin? 14 person that owns it right nowis not the one that caused the
15 M5 DEBRAHWGANS M nane is Deb Wagins, | 15 problem But the way | look at it there, the problemis with
16 live at 609 Birkdale Qourt. 16 their property, that offering money to help pay for it would
17 ["mnot sure if | canput inalot of thought here, 17 have been ny solution there to offer the money to buy the
18  but we have the shared drain that isin M. Kosten's 18 materials to do the catch basin, the hose, to runit right
19 backyard. So it kind of like lays over our property line. 19 through to that drain there. That woul d have taken care of
20 V¢, |ike this gentleman, e have -- sonetimnes we 20 the whol e probl emthere for a coupl e hundred dol lars naterial
21 have water in our backyard but it dries up eventual |y and you 21 wise, that would have covered the cost.
22 can go back there and mow just fine. |'mnot the | awn mower 22 | checked it out nyself
23 so | have no idea howwet it gets back there. 23 BOARD CHARVAN BILL CARRQ (e of the things that
24 | have noticed though over the several years -- we 24 ve have to ask of the Wéter Resources Commission is that they
25 nmoved inin 1995 | think it was, that from on this yellow 25 size the project to the size of the probl em

Page 31 Page 33
1 mp, fromthis area over in here, there tends to be nore 1 | agree wth the people who are concerned that you
2 water that runs out this way. 2 don't want to have a hundred dol lar problemwith a $10, 000
3 BOARD CHARVAN BILL CARRD  Ckay. 3 solution. But again that's where we look to the engineer and
4 M5, DEBRAH WGANS: And that stands there for a 4 the Witer Resources Commi ssioner.
5 little bit longer than what we've experienced in our 5 MR VAYNE ADAMS.  Right, | think this wll benefit
6 backyard. \% have a sunp punp, we haven't had water in our 6 everybody, don't get me wong, but this is not the way
7 basenent. So we are affected a little bit by some of the 7 wvaented to have it handl ed
8 drainage, but not a huge concern. 8 BOARD CHARVAN BILL CARRQ  And the other thing is
9 BOARD CHA RN BILL CARGD (kay. Appreciate it. 9 if thisis brought under the purview or the responsibility of
10 Next ? 10 the Qtawa County VMter Resources Conmission, the city would
1 M VAYNE ADAVE: | amVéyne Adams. | live at 746 11  be paying a portion of it as an at-large cost, so the city
12 Rdgefield. That's ny backyard right there. 12 would be putting noney towards it at that stage
13 The reason | had proposed this whole thing to go to 13 M VAYNE ADAVG:  Good.
14 you quys there, the county there is because | tried to get 14 M. DANEBARD |'mDiane Bard, | live at 650
15 thecity to do sonething about the problemthere. They 15 Birkdal e Qourt
16 didn't want to cooperate. They said it was private |and 16 And | do have water in the backyard, but as these
17 there. 17 gentlemen say, | wait for it to dry out and then mow ny |awn
18 | have made the investigation of what it woul d cost 18  The grass does get longer in the back sometine
19 there to get a catch basin there where it all collects in the 19 This cane up as kind of a surprise for a petition
20 back of ny yard and run it through to the drain that's on 20 | never got a petitiontosignto bringall this up.
21 that property there where it should be draining to. 21 But | do know that ny neighbor that |ives next door
22 The problemis the previous owners there had built 22 tone thereis adrain onthe other side of their property
23 that property up to put a swing set right there. And it gets 23 hetween their house and the next house. | don't think that
24 dammed up there where it's about 5 or 6 inches deep and then 24 drainis doing anything or hasn't done anything.
25 it will goover that little hill that got built up over the 25 Now | have water in the backyard, yes, to a certain
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1 point. It only cones up halfway, and then the rest of it is 1 BOARD CHARVAN BILL CARRQ  And goi ng back to the

2 dry. 2 fourth row onny left?

3 And ny front yard slants to the street so | have no 3 M DCVWDE M naneis Doc Véldie | liveat

4 problemwith the front yard at all. 4 781 Rdgefield.

5 BOARD CHA RVAN BILL CARRD  Ckay. 5 |"mprobably the owest, |owest hone in the area as

6 MS. DANEBARD  But I'll be honest with you, I'm 6 far as ground level, fromuhere you're pulling out on

7 worried about the cost on this because | have a limted 7 (Qeveland to go to Rchfield, it"'s al uphill. Thereis a

8 incone. And you say you can't say what the cost is, but ny 8 little drainage streamto ny backyard, but I've never had

9 thought was this was done in Eagle Rdge, now | nay be wong, 9 flooding. |'ve never had water problens

10 but 1'd like to knowwhat it cost those people to doit. 10 | wasn't aware until this neeting that Janes that

1 BOARD CHA RN BILL CARD Ckay. 11 just lives a couple doors down across the street and down

12 M5. DIANE BARD  Because it's ny understanding 12 fromme, | didn't realize he was having probl ens.

13 that it was done there, and |'ve heard nightnare stories. So 13 But | don't know as anything that | have

14 that's why ' mhere. 14 contributes, does any danage to anybody el se

15 BOARD CHA RVAN BILL CARRD  Ckay. Appreciate it. 15 ["Il speak with the engineer afterwards, but I

16 Next ? 16 don't know | wasn't awere there was -- | knew there was

17 M TOMPCSTHME: M nane i s Tom Post hunus. | 17 some houses up on Fiel dstone that were having water probl ens

18  have property on 1014 Wést d evel and. 18 but | didn't realize there was water problens other places in

19 The piece that looks like it's affecting me is on 19  the devel opnent

20 64th to the vest, thereis alittle yellowhighlighted area 20 BOARD CHARVAN BILL CARRD  (kay.

21 at 727. | have no problemwith drainage. And | don't have a 21 M DOCVALDE ['ve been there since '95, "9,

22 clue of howor why | got affected by this drainage of the 22 vhatever.

23 residential things to the east. 23 BOARD CHA RVAN BILL CARRD  (kay.

24 Yes, | have standing water in the woods, so what. 24 M DOCV.DE But I've got no problem

25 That's farmground, land that possibly down the road will be 25 BOARD CHARVAN BILL CARRD  Appreciate it, thank
Page 35 Page 37

1 devel oped. 1 you

2 | just don't understand how | got tied into 2 Gent | eman next to him

3 something like this and why it's going to cost ne sonething 3 M JERRY TOORXD Good norning. M nane is Jerry

4 that's not going to benefit ne at all. 4 Toogood, and | live at 984 East Street. | amnot part of

5 BOARD CHA RN BILL CARGD (e of the things we 5 this project.

6 wll doat the end of thisis we wll ask the engineer to 6 | was part of the Eagle R dge drainage project |ast

7 confirmand affirmwhere the water is draining from 7 year. And the inprovenents that was nade there, | think were

8 If you don't think your property shoul d be incl uded 8 significant. | haven't really heard anybody conpl aining

9 inthis drainage district, please talk to the engineer 9 | don't live in Eagle Ridge, | live on East Sreet

10 aftervards, give himthe information, and they will verify 10 M wvater problemis due to agricultural fields to the north

11 whether, you know -- the one thing that's easy about storm 11 of me

12 drainage i s we know water flows downhill so they can check to 12 | guess what 1'd like to nake a statement or naybe

13 see if your property is contributing at all to the water 13 the -- what I'mwondering is why Eagle Ridge, and now this

14 that's accumulating in this proposed district. 14 devel opment? These are fairly new devel opments, probably al

15 M TOVPOSTHMS. The other thing | vant to say 15 devel oped within the last 20 years. Wy do we have all these

16 is 64th Avenue goes down the center and | don't have a clue 16  drainage problens? WWat is not being done? You know

17 howit's getting over to the east side. 17 Viés anything subnitted to the Drain Conmissioner's

18 | knowthe -- actually the northeast corner of ny 18 office or Witer Resources director for approval prior to

19  woods does get wet inthe spring. It's dry, and it's been 19 these devel opnents being built?

20 dry all summer now | drive through there every so often 20 BOARD CHA RVMN BILL CARRQQ (e of the things that

21 with ny tractor and ny golf cart. It's dry, sol"mjust kind 21 has changed since the late 1990s is that | know the |oca

22 of wondering how | got tied intoit. 22 municipalities and Gtawa Gounty have a much greater

23 BOARD CHARVAN BILL CARGY V'l have hi m check 23 involvenent in reviewng and approving these drain systens

24 into that. 24 Before there was a belief that the easenents that

25 M TCMPCSTHME  Ckay. 25 were being granted for drainage woul d put these drainage

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video

(800) 878-8750 -

M chigan Firm No. 8029

34 to 37






Page 38

Page 40

1 systems into county drainage district, and that they had 1 707 Rdgefield

2 oversight of them That wasn't true. 2 And | have no sunp punp in ny basenent and | have

3 Now a days if you were putting in this exact same 3 no standing water in ny backyard. 1've never had a water

4 devel opnent, the Gitawa Gounty Drain Commissioner woul d work 4 issue

5 with the devel oper to assure that there was -- typically they 5 BOARD CHA RVAN BILL CARRY  Ckay. Appreciate it.

6 doat least to the 25-year storm In the township of Gand 6 V' re going to go to the next row back?

7 Haven they typically do it to a hundred-year storm nowadays 7 M ERCGETCES H, I'mEic Qetchus, and |

8 because back in the '90s, for whatever reason, | agree, that 8 ama part-tine renter at 675 Birkdale Gourt, nore inportantly

9 they do not neet the standards that they're meeting today. 9 the groundskeeper. V¢ take care of everything outside

10 And so we're having to go back and | ook at these 10 There is definitely alot of water back there. W

11 districts, bring theminto the drain so that corrections can 11 have the drain on the east side of the property towards Ken's

12 be nade, naintenance can be done. Remenber that $5,000 a 12 yard. So we have 695 and then 746 and 754 Ridgefield Drive

13 nile, that can do sinple things. 13 @l those houses get lots of water back there. |'d say the

14 But right now | agree that this probably was not 14 695 Birkdale Court, he gets at least a 30-foot radius of

15 revieved by the drain commissioner at the tine. 15 standing water; and of course Vyne gets his water, and Janes

16 M JERRY TOO3XD Ckay. (ne last thing 1'd just 16 gets alot of water over there too.

17 like to say, | worked with Joe and Ryan both on that project 17 And | think the idea originally of the devel oper to

18 and they cane over to ny house a nunber of tines. | was 18 have it all swoop down to go fromwest to east in the back of

19 really happy working with these gentlenen. 19 675, the first picture, the main picture, right there on that

20 Viésn't quite so happy with the contractor they 20 left picture, it would all flowthat way. And it

21 used, but | was happy working with them 21 definitely -- it just seens |ike that whole area on the

22 BOARD CHARVAN BILL CARRQ  Appreciate it. 22 corner of all the houses has settled down

23 Gent| eman next to hin? 23 There was a swing set there. It was never propped

24 UNKNOMW SPEAKER N comment . 24 up by the people before us, and that's been taken out, and

25 BOARD CHARVAN BILL CARRQ  Gentleman in the red 25 that thing sat inwater too. So there was definitely no
Page 39 Page 41

1 shirt? 1 raising of -- these people weren't capabl e of doing that

2 M KENBUSH Ken bush, | live at 663 Birkdal e 2 They put a swng set there, they didn't raiseit upwth any

3 Qourt. 3 dirt or anything like that

4 I"ve been there over 20 years. | don't understand 4 So I'msurprised that Ryan fromthe city -- | think

5 the drain system where it's all going. 5 it's Brian, he's been out a nunber of times. H's famliar

6 | do have a -- | don't knowif it's a catch basin 6 with the whole situation and other areas of the nei ghborhood

7 or leach basin on the easenent in between ny house and it 7 too. I'msurprised he's not here. He's probably the nost

8 would be 675. Thereis a drainthat, inthe gutter -- okay, 8 experienced person on the whole project fromthe city of

9 intheroad, that lines up with the, with ny catch basin, or 9  Coopersville

10 leach basin. 10 V¢ had talked with himabout putting aninlet into

1 | don't knowwhere all this water is going from or 11 the drain, like Ken said, where does it go. He saidit goes

12 to, but | do know probably two months ago when we had the big 12 straight to the street. Because ideally if it went right

13 rain stormstarting at about 10 o' clock at night, ny famly 13 down the back, we could put another hole in and drain it

14 and | vere down in ny basenent, at the crock pot, and we were 14 right there and go in the system but it doesn't go that way.

15 getting water out of there about ten to fifteen gallons a 15 It comes -- it goes straight to Birkdal e Court

16 ninute. 16 S ve did have lots of water on that rain that Ken

17 BOARD CHA RN BILL CARD Ckay. 17 said anonth and a half ago, our crock pot ended up busting

18 M KENBUSH And that's hard to take care of. 18 and vater in the basement. |'msure it's all (inaudible).

19 But ny backyard is not standing water. It's a 19 But we've been there two years, and in ny mnd this

20 little hit higher in the backyard there, but it's very 20 has to be the whol e project. V¢'re here today to decide if

21 spongy, | mean to walk across that. | don't knowwhat it is, 21 it becones the whol e block, it has to. It can't be just that

22 but -- 22 one corner. That woul dn't nake any sense at all

23 BOANRD CHARVMN BILL CARRY  Ckay. Appreciate it. 23 BOARD CHARVAN BILL CARRD  Ckay.

24 Next ? 24 M ERC QETGHES But the funny thing was

25 M. JANE CHAINDLER  |'mJane Chandler, | live at 25 somebody cane to Janet's door and offered a hundred dollars
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1 and | don't knowwhat a hundred dollars would get you, | 1 but wecan't tell youthat now Ve wll have to-- if there
2 thought it was for me to investigate the problens because a 2 s public nonies that are going to be spent on this, and
3 bucket of rocks, how much does that cost today, right? 3 again Goopersville would have to pay a portion, the county
4 But the systemyou put up there, there was the ' 90s 4 would pay a portion of it, the road comission would |ikely
5 system but | swear it just settled, the whole area settled 5 pay aportion of it.
6 down and it just doesn't cone over to get to the east side of 6 But you're right the other portion would be
7 the property anynore. 7 assessed among the property owners and we don't know what the
8 But the idea that -- exaggerated, $200, but the 8 cost would be. But that is why he has comitted that he
9 ideathat -- 9 would cone back with any engineering just so peopl e
10 UNKNOMW SPEAKER | tried to make the second offer 10  understand the scope.
11 but you didn't -- 1 And at that tine they woul d have an estinated
12 M ERCQETCHEWS But the idea that a hundred 12 construction cost, correct, Joe?
13 dollars would do anything, just torent atrench thing, it's 13 VATER RESOURCES OO JCE BUSH  Good possi bl y.
14 250 for the day. 14 BOARD CHA RN BILL CARXQ  Ckay. But again, |
15 BOARD CHA RVAN BILL CARRD  Ckay. 15 understand the probl ens you're having and that has to be
16 M ERCQETCGHES For digging the hole, right? 16 frustrating, to say the |east.
17 Soit is ansjor project. 17 MR PALL BELL: Indeed. Thank you.
18 And | do walk out, we have a dog so I'malways out 18 MR JEFF CUNNNGHAM ' mJeff Qunningham | live
19 at thecity property there at, is it 561? That's a hal f 19 at 417 Rdgefield Drive. V¢ ve been there 20 years, our sunp
20 swanp in the open area behind Deb and Fred. | neanif you 20 punp, like Paul's, runs constantly.
21 walk out there, that's a lake any tine it rains for weeks 21 V¢ had not had water in our basenent, but we are --
22 after that. 22 our sunp punp runs all the tine. V¢ have, between ourselves
23 UNKNOMN SPEAKER It i's not. 23 and the nei ghbor we have a 25 and 35-foot wide swale all the
24 M ERC QETGHES To the grass, to the grass 24 way behind our properties that are wet all the ting, not some
25 level. Thereis alot of water out there, it doesn't go 25 of the time, not part of the tine, all the time, including
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1 anymore. It's nore than one area. 1 right nowwhere you can't walk back there.
2 BOARD CHARVMN BILL CARRQ | appreciate the 2 BOARD CHARVMN BILL CARRQ  Can | ask a question?
3 comments. 3 Wthregard to your sunp punp, does it drain into the system
4 And next? 4 or does it drain --
5 M PAL BAL: |'mPaul Bell. ['mat 39 5 MR JEFF NN NGHAM It does.
6 Rdgefield 6 BOARD CHARVMN BILL CAR®QY Do you think it"s just
7 Sane thing with the backyard drainage. | do have a 7 circulating or do you think it's actually going off your
8 sunp punp that 1've had to replace three tines since we've 8 property?
9 noved in because sunp punps burning up and what have you with 9 MR JEFF CNNNGHWM  No. Qur punp goes into the
10 the amount of water that goes through there. 10 stormsever. V¢ have a drainin the garage that then drains
1 V' ve lived in the house since '04. Just this 11 into the city stormsewver.
12 year, after the basenent flooded, just this year | put in the 12 BOARD CHA RN BILL CARRQ Ckay, thank you.
13 drain tiles and what not and been working, tried working with 13 Next ?
14 thecity. They were willing to tap the stormdrain for 14 MB. AW KARNS: 1'mAny Karns, 628 Birkdal e Court.
15 anything -- for the tiles and what have you running to the 15 I've lived there since '98. Yes, I'mthat ol d.
16 stormdrain. 16 And we had no issue. The first fewyears we lived
17 Rght nowthe -- | did spend the 12 grand in 17 there, we had no sunp punp. It never runs. W do have it
18 drainage just -- and it is split between going to the storm 18 feed into the front of our house but it never goes off. A
19 draininthe street, as well as the comunity drain on the 19 disclainmer, we have a bilevel so we're only four feet in the
20 property at 472, 20 ground. The only water we get is probably the last ten feet
21 BOARD CHA RVAN BILL CARRQ Ckay. 21 of our yard and we just don't mowit. And | like it because
22 M PAUL BHL: |'mjust curious where everything 22 then we don't have to water our backyard.
23 would fall into place. 23 Thank you.
24 BOARD CHARVMN BILL CARRQD  And | think again, we 24 BOARD CHA RVAN BILL CARRQ  And the far side?
25 have sone ideas, they're very prelimnary that were shared, 25 UNKNOMW SPEAKER N comment .
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1 BOARD CHARVMN BILL CARRD  Ckay. I'll go to the 1 at this time of year. V#'re on our third sunp punp and we've

2 back row? 2 hbeen there since 2007. But if we have a dry summer, it won't

3 Yes, that would be great. 3 runat al.

4 M BRIAN METTEN Brian Metten, 664 Fieldstone. 4 S0 | guess one of ny biggest questions is we all

5 I"'mthe very last house east, southeast corner. 5 knowthat the Geat Lakes are at an all-tine high, you know

6 The gentlenan prior talked about all the water in 6 Isthat driving the vater table across the state to an

7 the woods at the end, that water cannot drain any place. And 7 all-tine high? Soisthisacyclical event that will

8 the water in the spring ten foot fromny house is six inches 8 eventually change itself, or is this really an ongoing event.

9 deep. And | have two sunps punps that run constantly, very 9 BOARD CHA RVMN BILL CAR®Q | do know that five of

10 rare that | go through a year wthout burning one of them up. 10 the last six years have been wetter than average which has

11 The water in the back in the woods, thereis a 11 contributed to the | ake levels. And again, that would have

12 drainin the back west corner of ny property, but the only 12 to be something that the, if this noves forward, that they'd

13 way that water can get tothat isif it gets about a 13 have to take into consideration. And again, they -- but

14 foot-and-a-half deep in the woods, thenit wll overflowthe 14 you'reright, five of the last six years have been wetter

15 yards. But ny yard is always wet back there. 15 than normal with the data that I've |ooked at.

16 In the spring when the ice is on the ground, that 16 M MKE SRMER Qur sunp punp drains right to

17 water fromthe woods cannot go any place and it gets right up 17 the end of that, where | believe that pipe stops so it drains

18 close to ny house. 18 into the back, into that whole drainage in the backyard. So

19 And | have to go out there with the thick ice and 19 we're certainly not doing anybody any favors in that respect.

20 chop a four-foot strip fromthe drain all the way across ny 20 BOARD CHA RVAN BILL CARRQ Ckay.

21 property to the woods, and then you can go white water 21 M MKE SRMER | do know the neighbors to the

22 rafting out there if you wanted to, it's such force. 22 north of us, their sunp punp goes into the stormsewer. And

23 But I"mnot getting younger, | can't be chopping 23 | don't know how it was determned when the hones vere built,

24 ice. 24 which ones vent into the stormsewer and which ones didn't.

25 The city used to dunp all the snowfromall the 25 V% do have an electrical box right inthe front so | don't
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1 streets and everything here right at the end of the road. 1 knowif they can trudge through that area.

2 And | conplained to themabout that because that water woul d 2 [t's -- so again, | wouldn't call themproblens,

3 gono place, and they basically said too bad. 3 but we have to watchit. | think we're, you know we'rein a

4 S | got ahold of the DEQ they cane out and 4 relatively hit or mss spot. Sonetimes it's bad, sonetinmes

5 checked it and they said what they were doing was against the 5 it's not.

6 lawand gave ne a list of |awers to contact. 6 BOARD CHARVMN BILL CARRQY  Ckay. | appreciate it.

7 So when | talked to the city, they stopped plow ng 7 And | think we have one nore individual in the very

8 snowin there anymore. But still | get alot of water and 8 back row? Dd you want to speak?

9 icethe last fewyears. 9 UNNOM SPEAKER - W?

10 BOARD CHA RN BILL CARAQ | understand.  Thank 10 BOARD CHA RVAN BILL CARGD  Yes.

11 you. 1 UNNOMN SPEAKER - ND.

12 Next to hin? Ckay. 12 BOARD CHA RN BILL CARD (kay. At this point we

13 I"mgoing to go very back row 13 have given everybody an opportunity to make public coments

14 M MKESRMER |['mMke Scringer. | live at 14 on this, and so now we're going to have a conversation in

15 515 Rdgefield Drive. 15 front of you about this, about this petition we received.

16 V¢ have, | guess it would be the southwest corner 16 First 1"l start with Ken, do you have any comments

17 of 493, our neighbors, there is a catch basin, a drain. And 17 that you would like to nake about this?

18 it looks like along the back of our property there is sone 18 BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER It sounds like a lot of

19 sort of apipe, adrain. It runs down through there because 19 the problemin this particular subdivisionis surface vater,

20 you can actually see the dirt crowned or the grass crowned 20 surface water contributing to the sunp punp discharge. There

21 along the back of our lot. 21 isnot aplace -- or they're not discharging it in the right

22 So to the north of us, our northwest corner is the 22 spot.

23 last spot. And then fromthere going north it continually 23 Wiat |'mtotally in favor of is the orphan drain

24 gets worse because it starts to drop downhill. 24 Dbeconing a part of the county drain systemso that the drain

25 Qur sunp punp does run probably every ten mnutes 25  comissioner can address problens withinit.
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1 R ght now each person is looking at their little 1 approved by the city?

2 individual problemand maybe solving their problemis 2 VATER RESOURCES QOW JCE BUSH | believe that's

3 contributing to somebody el se's probl em 3 correct

4 Sotonmeit would be awsething, and | would be 4 BOARD CHARVAN BILL CARRQ  Ckay, it was approved

5 infavor of putting this whole drainage systemunder the 5 by thecity

6 county's jurisdiction so we can look at it on a broader 6 So | will nake that motion and | ook for support

7 nethod to be able to address all the problens rather than 7 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLXK: | wil | support

8 just individual problens. 8 that.

9 That's ny thought. 9 BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER | will support.

10 BOARD CHNRVMN BILL CARQQ  Rich? 10 BOMRD CHNRVAN BILL CARQD  Ckay. | will give

1 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER LXK | woul d agree 11 Rch, since he had the |ower voice, the support on that.

12 with vwhat Ken said. | do-- we've had a mxture of conments 12 Al in favor, say aye

13 that have been nade here, some who have no particul ar 13 BOARD MEVBER KEN SOUTER ~ Aye.

14 problems and others who have serious problens, and then sone 14 BOARD CHA RN BILL CARRD Aye.

15 that are in between. 15 BOARD SECRETARY R CH VANDER KLXK  Aye.

16 However, why | agree with what Ken said is because 16 BOARD CHA RN BILL CARD  And again, thisis a

17 it seems to ne that all of those particul ar issues shoul d be 17 very first step. Nowthat we have decided that there is a

18  addressed in sone formor fashion. And it would nake sense 18 problemout there, and that this is a problemthat shoul d be

19 tonetobringit into, the orphan drain, to bring it under 19 solved by the public entities that help to approve and create

20 the county system And so | would -- | agree fromthat 20 this, | amgoing to ask that Rich -- excuse ne, that Joe talk

21 standpoint. 21 about the appeal's process, if they disagree with this

22 BOARD CHARVAN BILL CARGQ  The thing that struck 22 WATER RESOURCES OO JCE BUSH  Yep.

23 e nost was that this was -- had gone through the city's 23 BOARD CHARVAN BILL CARRY  And after that we will

24 planning conmission, this has gone through the city approval 24 have an adj our nnent

25 process. And | amcurious as to why they only designed it 25 VWATER RESORCES OO JCE BUSH VeI | again, | just
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1 for atenyear event. That seens to be at the very least a 1 wvant tosay a fewwords. You can appeal today's Board of

2 very mninal design. It is adesignthat you can al nost 2 Determination neeting through the Probate Gourt. You have

3 guarantee was going to fail over a longer period of tine. 3 ten days including today to appeal today's Board of

4 But because it's an orphan drain, the city isn't 4 Determnation

5 responsible for the costs of any of the inprovenents unless 5 You know, just to answer a few people's questions

6 webringit under the county system 6 about costs, | usually try to cone up with three options

7 And so because this is an orphan drain, because in 7 And | don't over -- | don't put a project together that the

8 nyopinionit wasn't designed properly at the tine, and 8 cost over exceeds the benefit. W usually come up with three

9 because | would like to have the other public entities and 9 different costs and work through those

10 not just the private property owners paying for a portion of 10 V¢ didit with Eagle Rdge. Jerry knows, | changed

11 any potential solution, | amin favor of bringing this orphan 11 that project miltiple times to fit the benefit because the

12 draininto the public systemunder the responsibility of the 12 origina nunber wes like, whoa, that's not going to work

13 Qtawa Qounty Véter Resources Gommi ssioner. 13 | ve even turned down projects because | didn't put

14 BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER Vel | sai d. 14 that burden on the taxpayer because the project outwei ghed

15 BOARD CHA RVAN BILL CARQ  Any other comment s? 15 the benefits. So that can happen, |'mnot saying it will

16 BOARD SECRETARY RICH VANDER KLCK Mot fromne, no. 16 here.

17 BOARD CHA RN BILL CARQ  Again, like | say, this 17 But | think these are usually pretty sinple

18 is, tonme, afairly sinpleissue. And so | will nake a 18 sol utions conpared to the other 30, 40 calls | get a day

19 nmotion that the proposed maintenance, inprovenent of the 19 These are pretty -- one of the things | wll take into

20 Meadow Green Estates #3 drain, as petitioned on Septenber 20 account, sone people are like the rain, the drain vater, the

21 10th, is necessary and conducive to the public heal th, 21 lake level, I"mon 13 different boards, multiple |ake boards,

22 convenience or welfare. 22 | get it. | get the lake levels. |'mdealing with the

23 Before | make this notion, though, | wanted to say 23 | akeshore erosion issues on Lake M chi gan

24 didyou -- isthis what we are calling the proposed new drain 24 So thereis alot of things that play aroleinto

25 the #3? And does this cover the entire subdivision that was 25 why your back yards are wet. And I'mnot going to build
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1 something or reconstruct something that's already working. 1 |'ve heard comments, hey, | spent money, | fixed
2 If it'sworking, it's working. |'mnot going to rip the road 2 nmne. Wiat happens a ot of times -- and that's great, I'm
3 upto put newstormsewer in just because | feel likeit. 3 glad people try to fix their own, but they just push the
4 It's about commonsense and it's you guy's noney as well as 4 water on sonebody else, sothat's difficult.
5 the city. 5 ['mnot saying anybody did that, |'mjust saying |
6 By the way, | want to clarify, | think everything 6 hear that all the tine, | hear that daily.
7 isinthecity, soit's not county road commssion in this 7 So we try to goin there and fix those issues. And
8 particular draindistrict. It'sall inthecity. 8 | appreciate it when people try to fix their own, but alot
9 So the city would pay for their roads and road 9 of times the neighbors call ne and go, weit a mnute, he
10 runoff, and those cal cul ations and formulas, howwe do that, 10 fixed his, but all he didis put it on me and now he created
11 it's al wthinthe city lints, just FY, but not the road 11 ny problem And it then becomes a nei ghbor -- and, you know
12 commission. 12 what, we're Qtawa County, and the city of Coopersville and
13 If you see the road comission is not here, 13 it's acomunity that is very inportant to ne and |'mhere to
14 typically they're at every Board of Deternmination and give a 14 help al of you guys.
15 little speech, but they' re not here because everythingis in 15 BOARD CHA RWAN BILL CAR®Q  kay. | appreciate
16 thecity lints. 16 that.
17 But | wanted to clarify for the record too, you can 17 So at this stage, if you have any other questions
18 go back and look it up later on the court recorder that, you 18 you want to ask Joe or the engineer after the neeting, please
19 know if it's working, it's working. Andif it's not, then 19 stay after the neeting, they will spend tinme and talk with
20 we'll look intoit. 20 you.
21 But Ryan will be nore than happy, and nyself, | do 21 A this point | wll take a notion to adjourn.
22 it al thetineonall ny projects, go out and neet the 22 BOARD SECRETARY R CH VANDER LXK So noved.
23 property owners, if you want to neet me and hi mtogether or 23 BOARD CHARVMN BILL CARRQ  So moved, and wi t hout
24 himseparately. Thisis why ['mhere, thisis vy I'm 24 objection we are adj ourned.
25 elected to help serve the people, evenin the city of 25 (Board of Determnation adjourned at 11:15 a.m)
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1 Coopersville. 1 CERTI FI CATION GF QOURT REPCRTER AND NOTARY PUBLI C
2 Sone of you are going, why is the county invol ved 2 -
3 inthe city? Because the city doesn't have the mechanismto 3
4 do what we're doing today. The Drain Code is for cities, g STATE GF M CH G ; <
5 townships, villages. That's why | do all 17 townships, six 6 CONTY CF MBKEGN )
6 cities and a village. 7
7 So when | say | got the whole county, | literally 8 | certify that this transcript, consisting of 57
8 doall thesein all those municipalities, whether it's acity 9 pages, is a complete, true and correct record of the
9 or village or township. 10 te_stirmny of BCD - MEADONGREEN ESTATES #3 CRAIN held in
10 UNKNOM SPEAKER | do have one | ast question, Joe. g this case on Novenber 7, 2019.
11 Wen you say this will all be on one project as far as one 13
12 area, anything that would be done as far as work with inside 14 DATE  Novenber 17, 2019
13 that district, would be everybody that's on this map then, 15 ..
14 right, not just the yellow area? 16 mw,"“ G;\
15 VATER RESOURCES OOW JCE BUSH  Sonetines, just to y
16 clarify -- great question. Y MRICRE A (D/EY CR 2616 ,
17 If we do acertainarea, and your water has no way 141 East Mchigan Avenue, Suite 206
) ' ] 18 Kal anazoo, M 49007
18 to get into the stormsewer, say you live on the north end 1.800. 878, 8750
19 and we're just doing the work on the south end, and we know 19
20 by engineers and by the stormsewer, if your water cannot get Notary Public Expires: Qctober 14, 2021, Miskegon
21 there -- and the only way | can assess a benefit or 2 Qunty, Mchigan/Acting in the Sate of Mchigan.
22 contribution, if you don't get -- if your water doesn't get 2
23 there or you benefit fromthat portion of the project, I'm gg
24 ot going to assess you. You'll probably get a zero on your 2%
25 assessnent because there is no way your water wll get there. 25
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