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STATE OF M CH GAN
OTTAWA COUNTY

IN RE:  NUMBER 52 DRAIN
BOARD OF DETERM NATI ON

Proceedi ngs comenced at 10:02 a.m, on Mnday, August
3, 2020, via Zoom held before Ms. Dawn M Houghton,
Certified Shorthand Reporter, M chigan License CSR-3071,
RPR, Illinois License 084.004881, and notary public.

APPEARANCES:

Joe Bush, Otawa County Water Resources Conm ssioner
Bill Cargo, Board Chairman

Ken Souter, Board Secretary

Ri ch Vander Kl ok, Board Menber

St eve Koski, |egal counsel
Stacy Hissong, |egal counsel

s §5 555 %

Dan Fredricks, Engineer, LRE Engi neering
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Via Zoom

Monday, August 3, 2020

10: 02 a. m

PROCEEDI NGS

WATER RESOURCES COMWM JCE BUSH: Well, wel cone
everyone. W appreciate you conmng to join us via Zoom
Usually these are live, but via Zoomtoday, so we do
appreci ate you taking the tinme, excuse ne, and to cone and
|l earn and listen to what the process is all about for the
Drai n Nunber 52 extension

The reason we're here this norning is |I received a
petition fromthe people within the drain district of Drain
52 which is currently the Noordel oos. People are like,
what's Drain 52? Currently it's called the Noordel oos Creek,
which | have no jurisdiction or responsibility to maintain,
cl ean out, renove trees. | don't have easenents. Again, |
have no jurisdiction in that boundary.

So that's the reason why we're here. It was
received -- again, we received a petition, from signatures on
a petition further downstream and this was to add a branch
of the 52. Drain 52 currently is up toward the Riley/112
corridor.

So that's -- and when we -- when | receive a
petition, by Drain Code, | have to have a public hearing, and

that's why you all got an invite to this norning's
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participation in our Zoom

Currently, I just will talk about there is no
project. W don't have any costs because we don't know
exactly what we're doing. |In order for me to touch anything
or start the process by Drain Law, it's -- we got to have --
we' ve got to hold a Board of Determ nation, and we have to
receive a petition in order to do that. So this is the |ega
process.

We have in the past renoved a few woody debris
piles or dans of trees, and the townshi ps have ki nd of
contributed to that cost to renove those, but technically I
have no easenents, and it's not part of a run-off course, nor
Is it under ny jurisdiction.

So that's -- if you've seen us in the past go in
there, that was for enmergency work, and we can do that under
the Drain Code under an energency, but we've got to nmake sure
we have property owners' permission, and the other part is
who's paying for it, and the city of Zeeland and Hol | and

Townshi p have agreed to pay for sone of that woody debris

renoval .

So sone of you have seen us in there in the past,
we have been in there, and -- but it's not |ike a routine
mai nt enance or it's not under ny jurisdiction. |It's just for

ener gency purposes only, so I just want to nake that clear.

That's not -- |'ve heard runors of we're here
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because we did the work. That's not why we're here. W're
here because | received a petition and | have to act on that
petition. So, and again, | appreciate everyone Zoomng in to
| earn about this process.

So, with the Board of Determ nation, | have to
appoi nt a three-panel board, and these three-panel board
menbers have no affiliation or properties within this drain
district or this particular towship, so -- that this drain
district is in.

But | picked three panel board -- these are not
i ke Hol | and Townshi p board nenbers or Zeeland Gty Counci
menbers. These are three people that have great know edge
and experience in drain | aw, drainage, how this process
wor ks, public testinony, how public neetings run, and they
hear both sides of the story.

We're here today to make sure that there's issues
t hat maybe we don't know about, and this is your tinme to
bring those up so we're aware of those. W do know there's a
lot of trees in the drain. W know there's erosion issues.
We know a | ot of those issues exist today, and there's an
engi neer that will do an engi neer's presentation.

Sonme peopl e are asking about the, and I'"'mtrying to

get sone of these questions out of the way, well, | don't
knowif I'min the watershed, |'mnot sure if I'min the
drain district, and he'll go through that on the prelimnary
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work. This is all prelimnary just because | have to hold
It, again based on Drain Code.

We do have | egal counsel here today, and I'll do a
-- 1"l do the Board of Determ nation nenbers' introductions,
and then 1'Il go through who else is joining us today. But

as soon as | give the three gentlenen the oath who

participated in our -- or who | appointed to participate in
this public hearing, 1'll give themthe oath, they will run
the neeting, and they will -- you'll see by the agenda that's
posted, this is kind of howit goes. | give the oath, they

do the election of secretary and chairperson, and then the
rules for public coment.

My only comment is that the board that | appoint
ask me questions, but otherwi se, they run the -- they run the
Board of Determ nation. This is a determ nation of necessity
to be under ny jurisdiction at sone point. So that's what
they do. That's their role and function of the board.

So | just wanted to get some of those early
questions that |1've been getting asked a | ot out of the way.
Agai n, we have no costs, we don't have a project, and we're
here to basically hear what the public has to say about their
situation, or naybe they feel like they're not in, and the
engi neer can always go out and reevaluate the district |ater
after. But we would rather over-notice than under-notice.

Because if we under-notice, then that becones a bigger
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problem So we like to over-notice.

Maybe you're not in if you're on the boundary,

but

again, it's one of those safe neasures that | would rather do

it nore than not enough, because then that becones a probl em

| ater.

So again, | appreciate everybody's tinme. |'m going
to do sone presentations right -- or not presentations,
i ntroductions. And so |'ve got Steve Koski. This is al

bei ng recorded with Zoom but we al so have a court recorder,

but Steve Koski is running the -- running the Zoom neeti ng.

He's with our legal firm Fahey Schultz.

And then you' ve got ne, |'m Joe Bush, the Water

Resour ces Conmmi ssioner or the Drain Conmm ssioner it used to

be called, but same -- sane title, or sane positions, just a

different title.

Then we have Stacy Hi ssong. She is also from Fahey

Schultz. And then we have Dawn, and she is our court

recorder, and everything is word for word. And she's go

ng

to try her best. Make sure to speak loudly. | know with the

Zoom and technol ogy, it can be difficult. At tines, you

don't hear everything, but -- and this is not required by | aw

to have a court recorder, but | do it to protect you, the

citizens, and us, just 5 years fromnow or 10 years, if we

want to go back and read the m nutes of our Zoom Board of

Det erm nation, then we can go back and reference a tine,

a
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pl ace, and what was said. That's definitely been hel pful

|'ve been doing this since | got elected. Every

single Board of Determination is court recorded. It

definitely solves a |ot of problens down the road, and it

definitely is helpful, even for the residents that maybe

go

back and read them They're always on-line. It takes about

four to six weeks or so to get those in our hands, and then

we post themon our website at mottawa.org. Go under Water

Resour ces Conmm ssioner and then go under m nutes and you

see that Board of Determ nation

So again, everything is court recorded, so when you

do speak at public testinony, nmake sure you speak |oudly,

your name, address, and kind of go slow just so she can keep

up, because sonetines technol ogy, it goes faster than what,

you know, than your nouth, just because -- or there could be
a delay. So just help her out alittle bit so she can pick
up on it.

Then we have Bill Cargo, he's -- he's from G and

Haven Township. He is the manager over at Grand Haven

Townshi p. And then we have Ken Souter who is actually in our

office, but he's on there. He's retired fromthe Otawa

County Road Conmi ssion. He was there 40 years in the

engi neering departnent. And then we have R ch Vander Kl ok,

and he is from Georgetown Township. He's a board nenber

t here.

over
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So again, these three gentlenen have no affiliation
or properties within this drain district or do not sit on the
city council or Holland Township or -- or have a property
nearby. So those are our three panel boards.

And | don't know if the road comm ssion is with us.
Usually they're on there with-- | don't see them And then
al so Dan Fredricks, he is with LRE Engi neering, and he'll do
the presentation. He's been out there. He's kind of been on
the -- on the ground. So, again, he can kind of go through
where we're at with the drain district and what he saw out
there when he took sone pictures. And like | said, he'l
have a presentation | ater.

Steve, | don't see the road comm ssion anywhere so
I"'mnot sure if they're joining us, but usually the road
comm ssion joins us on these as well. But I'"mgoing to go
ahead and give the three gentlenen the oath. Gentlenen, if
you'll please --

ATTORNEY STACY HI SSONG  Joe?

WATER RESOURCES COMW JCE BUSH:  Yeah.

ATTORNEY STACY HI SSONG  Joe, before you do that --

WATER RESOURCES COMW JCE BUSH  Ckay.

ATTORNEY STACY HISSONG -- would it be okay if
St eve Koski kind of gives an overview --

WATER RESOURCES COW JOE BUSH. Ch, yeah.

ATTORNEY STACY HI SSONG -- that's required about

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

t he executi ve order?

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH:. Yeah, that will be
fine.

ATTORNEY STACY HI SSONG  Thank you.

WATER RESOURCES COW JOE BUSH:  Yep.

ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI: Okay. Just let me pull it
up here. So just, again, welcone everybody this norning to

the Board of Determ nation nmeeting. The reason this is being
hel d el ectronically on Zoomis obviously everybody's dealing
anot her

with the COVID 19 issues, and this is just another --

result of that. So there's the Governor of M chigan's

executive orders and applicabl e Federal and state agency
recommendations related to the public health emergency.

W will nmake every effort to ensure ful
participation and transparency for those in attendance, and
as Joe nentioned, this is being recorded on here, so -- and
then we al so do have a Court Reporter

So if either the Court Reporter or nyself thinks
sonet hing was not clear, we may ask you to -- to repeat what
you said or, you know, sonetinmes there's connection issues,

so if we do that, that's the reason why. W just want to
make sure that everything is stated for the record.

Wth respect to those fromthe public that are in
attendance, we ask that you remain nuted during the neeting,

and this is just because if too many people have their
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m crophones on, there can be background noise and it can be
hard for board nmenbers and ot her people to hear what's going
on.

So, you'll probably notice already that | -- |
nmut ed sone people already as they cane on, so it's obviously
not hi ng personal, it's just the way we're -- the way we're
trying to handle it so everybody can parti ci pate.

When -- there will be a period for public comrents,
and our recomrendation to the board, whoever the chairperson
is, will be for us to help facilitate that.

W -- you can indicate that, for nenbers of the
public, can indicate that they would |like to participate by
raising their hand, and there's an option to do that if you
go to the participants' |list on your conputer, there is, at
the bottomright, there is an option that says raise your
hand, and so when you do that, there will be a hand, a small
hand icon that appears next to your nane, and so that w |
indicate to nme that you would like to speak. So, then once
we get to the public comment period, we will call people in
the order that they raised their hand.

If you're calling in by tel ephone, you can al so
fully participate as well. The -- the option for raising
your hand on your tel ephone is done by dialing star 9, and so
if you dial star 9, it wll show ne next to your phone nunber

that you would like to participate as well. And again, |
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will call on people in that order.

There's also a chat function that is on here, and
obviously that -- that's on the bottomas well on your
comput er screen, and so that -- the chat allows you just to
speak with nme, the host, and you can let ne know in there if
you' re having any issues, but you can also use that to make a
public conment if you would like. | can read that for you if
you woul d prefer to do it that way.

| would just say that if you would |ike your
comment read, you have to include your nane and your address
with that cornment so that it can be entered for the record.

And for anybody el se that is giving public coment,
when | do call on you or the chair calls on you and says it's
your tinme to speak, | will just ask that you give your nane
and address for the court recorder and for the record prior
to giving your conments.

I f you experience connection issues while you' re on
here, the -- for a conputer, especially we recomend that you
just leave the neeting and try to log back in. Sonetines

that can solve a |l ot of issues, audio or video issues. And

if you're unable to -- to reconnect by a conputer, we would
recommend that you use the -- a telephone and call in with
the -- wth the nunber that was on your notice.

For the board nenbers, we will obviously pause the

neeting if a board nenber | oses their connection, and we w ||
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wait for themto try to log back in. And if they are unable
to reconnect on their conputer, then we wll have -- we wll
help themcall into the neeting with their tel ephones so that
they can partici pate.

So at that point -- at this point, I will go over
the participation steps again prior to -- prior to the -- to

the public comrent portion. So you don't have to try to

remenber everything | said, I will go over that again. So at
this point, I'Il turn it back over to the chair -- or to Joe,
actual ly.

ATTORNEY STACY HI SSONG One -- a couple nore
things before that. So we have 68 participants so far.

Steve and | have assisted drain conm ssioners wth probably
three dozen of these so far, | think, this year, since the
executive order has been in place.

Qur recomendation to the board as to public
comment is that we assist the board chair with the public
comment. W have one person right now, Sondra, who has her
hand open -- or hand raised. Wen people raise their hands,
it automatically puts themin the order they raised their
hands for speaki ng purposes, so if we are assisting the board
with that, we will put a timer up for whatever length of tine
the board sets for the speaking tinme, and then we -- so we
recomrend that the process that Steve Koski went through be

the process for public cormment, and also that -- that
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everyone be allowed to speak once before a person is all owed

to speak for a second tine during the public comment. Thank

you.

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH. Are you good,
Steve?

ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI: Yep. GCkay. | think we're
all set.

WATER RESOURCES COM JCE BUSH: All right. W'l
go ahead and get going. | know people are busy and -- and we

can forward this neeting. Gentlenen, please rise and raise
your right hand.

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDERKLCOK: Shall | stay seated
since |l wll rise on the picture?

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH:. Yeah, that's fine.

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDERKLOK:  Ckay.

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH. Al right. And
then, gentlenmen, I'll go ahead and give you the oath now.

Do you each solemly swear that you will faithfully
perform and di scharge the duties inposed upon you as required
by | aw as nenbers of the Board of Determ nation appointed by
the Gtawa County Water Resources Commi ssioner to determ ne
the necessity for maintenance and i nprovenent of the Nunber
52 drain located in the city of Holland, city of Zeel and,
Hol | and Charter Townshi p and Zeel and Charter Township in said

county? Gentl eman, what do you say?
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MEMBERS OF BOARD OF DETERM NATION: | shall. W
do.

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH: Thank you.

BOARD MEMBER BI LL CARGO. The first thing we need

to dois we need to elect a chair and then we need to el ect a

secretary. |Is there a notion to elect the chair?

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDERKLOK: | woul d nmake the
notion to elect Bill Cargo as chair.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER: |I'Il| second that notion.

BOARD MEMBER BI LL CARGO. W have a notion by Rich,

supported by Ken, to elect Cargo as a chair of this Board of

Determ nation. Al in favor say, "aye.
MEMBERS OF BOARD OF DETERM NATI ON:  Aye.
BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. And that passes
unani nously. Next | will nake a notion to el ect Ken Souter

as the secretary. Do | have support?

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDERKLOK: | will support that
not i on.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO  Ckay. W have
support fromRich. Mtion by Bill, supported by Rich to
el ect Ken as secretary, all in favor, say "aye."

MEMBERS OF BOARD OF DETERM NATI ON:  Aye.
BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO And that al so passes
unani nously. At this stage, and | need to see the agenda,

there it is, we also talk at this stage about the role and
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function of the Board of Determination. | think we've
al ready done that with the drain comm ssioner talking about
that, or excuse nme, the Water Resources Conmi ssioner.
Joe, was there anything you would Iike to add
tal king about the role and function of the board, or is there

anything that your attorney would like to add to that?

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH. |'m good on ny
end.

ATTORNEY STACY H SSONG  Yeah, so --

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDERKLOK: M. Chai rnan, do we
need to do -- say any nore about the rules of public coment

or did Steve already cover that?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON Bl LL CARGO. Nope, he did.
forgot. | amalso going to nmake a notion that we [imt
public comrents to three mnutes for public participants.

We're doing this because you can sumrari ze War and
Peace in about three mnutes, and so we're hoping that the
public, when they make comrents, will summarize their
comments to what they see as inportant. So | will nake a
notion to limt public coments to three mnutes. Do | have
support for that notion?

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER: 1'Il second it.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. Ckay, there's a
notion by Bill, supported by Ken, to limt public coments to

three mnutes for public participants. Al in favor, say
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"aye. "

MEMBERS OF BOARD OF DETERM NATI ON:  Aye.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO And that again
passes unani nously. Then I'll go back. Stacy, is there

anything you would like to add to the role and function of
the board that hasn't already been stated?

ATTORNEY STACY HISSONG No, | think just to very,
very qui ckly summarize is that the purpose of the neeting is
to determ ne whet her nmintenance and i nprovenent of the
Nunber 52 drain is necessary, and so the comments fromthe
public should be as to whether an inprovenent project is
necessary or not to assist the board in making the deci sion.

So, the Nunber 52 drain has been in existence with

the special assessnent district since 1896, and so one of the

itenms that can be performed under mai ntenance and i nprovenent
I's an extension of the drain.

There's an already existing water course that isn't
establ i shed as part of the Nunber 52 that doesn't allow the
drain office or the Water Resources office to automatically
be able to do ongoi ng nai ntenance as it's needed, and so one
of the requests in this mai ntenance and i nprovenent petition
is for that extension. That is what Joe was referring to
earlier today.

So what's nost inportant after the engineer's

presentati on when the public makes coment is to let the
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board know, informthe board about each of the property
owners' drainage situation or experiences of what they' ve
wi tnessed as the people who are there in the area every day
to assist themin nmaking their determ nation.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. | appreciate that.
What |'mgoing to ask now is that the engi neer whose first
nane i s Dan? Dan, would you give a presentation about the
proposed drai nage district and what you have found? And he's
mut ed.

ENG NEER DAN FREDRICKS: All right. Can everybody
hear nme now?

MEMBERS OF BOARD OF DETERM NATION:  Yes, we can.

ENG NEER DAN FREDRICKS: All right. M nane is Dan
Fredricks. [I'mwth Land and Resource Engi neering. And we
did do a prelimnary field reconnai ssance to revi ew sone of
the conplaints that we've heard fromresidents out there and
to get sone photographic evidence to present to the board
sonme of the issues that people are reported.

| amgoing to share ny screen. Can everybody see

t hat ?
BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO  Yes, we can see it.
ENG NEER DAN FREDRI CKS: (Ckay. Great. W're going
to start off with a little -- just give you a little overview

here of the presentation, talk in a little bit nore detail of

why we're here, do a brief drain overview, drain history,
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| ook at the areas of concerns, sone of the drainage issues,
and then we can go on to what happens next.

So as Joe originally alluded to, the Otawa County
Wat er Resources Comm ssioner's office received a petition
from1l freeholders of land to make -- to maintain or inprove
t he Nunmber 52 drain in accordance with Chapter 8 of the
M chi gan Drai n Code.

The real area of concern, I'Il pull sone maps here
in a second, is actually just downstream or south of the
Nunber 52 drain along what's currently Noordel oos Creek
whi ch, as Joe said, is a natural water course at this point.
It does not have a county drain easenent or jurisdiction over
that, so the request was to extend the Nunber 52 downstream
-- downstream t hrough the Noordel oos Creek to specifically
help to alleviate flooding in Sections 23 and 24 of Holl and
Townshi p and Zeel and Townshi p.

This area is around 104t h between roughly Janes
Street to the north and then south towards -- past Business,
south of Business -- 1-90 -- Business Route |-96.

So, the M chigan Drain Code mandates as part of the
petition process that we nust hold a Board of Deternination.
As Joe said, that's three disinterested gentlenen here that
are becone going to make the decision, based on public
testi nony, on whether the project is necessary and conduci ve

to public health, welfare or convenience.
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So, we're going to give our presentation here of
just sone of the things that we saw and then we're going to
open up to public comment and get that testinony firsthand on
whet her or not the project is necessary.

So, overview of the Nunmber 52 drain, the
establ i shnment and process of the Number 52 goes back to 1893,
and we think that it officially becane a drain in 1896. It
is a tributary to Noordel oos Creek.

This figure that we have here on the right side,
can you guys see ny little cursor, ny little hand --

MEMBERS OF BOARD OF DETERM NATI ON:  Yeah. Uh- huh.

ENG NEER DAN FREDRI CKS: So, the dashed dotted |ine
right here, that's the current drainage district off the
Nunber 52 drain. That's essentially, in this case, the
wat er shed, so any lands within this dotted drain -- dotted
area are ultimately going to convey water into the Nunber 52
drain.

The Nunmber 52 drain is this solid black |ine that
starts here north of Greenly Street, goes primarily south,
past Riley, and then goes kind of due east across 120 --
112th to nake its way into Noordel oos Creek. Noordel oos
Creek is this kind of gray, nmeandering |line over here.

So right now fromdrain district established point,
this is the drainage -- this is the established drai nage

di strict, and what we're |ooking to do as part of this
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project is actually establish an easenent, and it neets the
Noor del oos Creek goi ng downstream or south of the Nunmber 52
drain, an established county drain as well.

There's, within the watershed, the Nunmber 52
itself, it's a developing watershed I'Il call it. It's
agricultural lands that are being converted nore into
residential, so the upper watershed north of Greenly stil
has a | ot of agricultural |ands, and then when you start
getting into south of Greenly, you get nore residentia
devel opnents that have been occurring over the |ast 30 years
or so. But again, what we're really |ooking at here is
extendi ng this drain.

So, now you can see this -- kind of the shape of
the drainage district here right cones just south of Quincy
Street and then connecting into the Noordel oos Creek just
east of 112th and south of Riley Street.

So, on this next slide, all this -- this area up
here that I'mkind of circling around in the upper |eft
corner, the northwest corner of the district, this is al
what is right now the Nunber 52 drain, and then this yell ow
area i s associ ated Nunber 52 drain drai nage district.

And if the petition were to be found necessary, the
i dea woul d be to go through Noordel oos Creek and extend the
drain all the way down to the Macatawa River or the -- that's

al so known as the Bl ack Creek of Zeeland drain so that
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mai nt enance can be perforned al ong Noordel oos Creek so that

It provides an adequate outlet for not only the Nunmber 52
drain, but various city stormsewers, natural water courses,
and established county drains such as you' ve got the Cedar
Creek drain here north of Business Route 1-96, kind of on the
eastern side of this notice -- notice area.

You' ve got the Nunber 4 and Nunber 43 drain which
goes to the southeast past 1-96, 1-196. Then you' ve got the
Nunmber 3 drain which is kind of south of the Number 52 and
pi cks up sone of this 112th and Janmes Street area.

So, what we did for notifications purposes, know ng
that this is a petition for the Nunber 52 drain but the area
of inpact is going to be a lot larger, we -- we sent out a
ot Iarger noticing area. So all this area you see in yellow
Is what is the noticing area.

W're not going to nmake a determ nation today of
what the actual drainage district is going to be, but
definitely people within this area would be inpacted by, if
you're living al ong Noordel oos Creek, there may be a request
for an easenent as the drain is established, work nay be
occurring along -- al ong Noordel oos Creek near your property,
so we wanted to nake sure that we were notifying the proper
people to be at this neeting as this petition could include
not only inproving the Nunber 52 drain, but extending it or

addi ng a branch to the Nunber 52 drain down what is now known
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as the Noordel oos Creek.

So, as far as establishing what woul d be a new
drai nage district, that wll -- that will happen later. If
this is determ ned necessary, there will be another day of
revi ew where people can go in and see who's been added to the
drai nage district, who's been renoved. In sone areas, that's
possible as well. But we're not going to nake a deci sion of
what the drainage district is today.

The drai nage district, a lot of tines, will follow
the -- the watershed, the contributing drai nage area that
goes to the drain, but ultimately for the drain code, it's
based on benefits derived. And in this case right here,
we' re | ooking at establishing Noordel oos Creek downstream or
sout h of Nunber 52 drain, so all these -- and doing direct
work in these areas to provide an adequate outlet for all the
different city, stormsewer, the established existing drains
that | tal ked about going to that area.

So, for noticing purposes, again, if you got a
notice for this, it neans that you nay or nay not be
ultimately in the final drainage district, but we want to
make you aware of the process, what's going on.

So, going back to the heart of the matter, why
we're here today is drainage issues to discuss. Primarily
what we're | ooking for is issues related to public health,

conveni ence or wel fare.
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Wthin the watershed, as | tal ked about before,
within this [arger area within Holland Township and the city
of Zeeland, there's been obviously in the | ast hundred years
or so a significant amount of |and use conversion or
devel opnent .

Any tinme you get a devel opnent fromgoing to a
forested state to agricultural, there's going to be changes
to the anount of runoff and the drai nage patterns, and then
when you take that next step, going fromagricultural |ands
to higher residential devel opnment or conmercial devel opnent,
I ncrease i nperviousness, you get nore runoff into these
streans such as Noordel oos Creek, it gets flash flood zones
whi ch neans when you get a rainfall, the water spikes, it
gets higher, it floods -- floods a |arger area.

So, that's kind of one of the things that we're
battling in general wthin this area. But specific points
related to public health, welfare and conveni ence are --
we' ve seen roadway overtoppi ng and fl oodi ng, so when you
start getting flooded roads, we tal k about inpacts,
difficulties for energency access vehicles to be able to get
to properties.

One of the main things that we can see out here and
Joe alluded to is the anbunt of woody debris obstructions,
specifically at the pinch points where we have rough bridges,

bridge crossings and things like that, that's kind of your
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natural hydraulic constriction, and when you get these trees
falling into the drain and then log jans formng in these
areas, it can really exacerbate fl ooding upstreamin both

ar eas.

And then the other thing that we're seeing which is
in part due to the -- the changi ng hydrol ogy of the watershed
is increased anounts of bank erosion, which then creates
addi ti onal sedi nent and attached nutrients, which get
conveyed to the stream system and then as sedinent builds up
in the stream system that can create sedi nent bars which can
obstruct flow and create further flooding as well.

So, this was md-May. This was May 18th when we
were out there. So the stormevent in this case right here,

these are photos from May 18th, but it started on May 17th at

the highest -- highest rains -- or highest flood |evels.
This is -- so this is after the water |l evels are recedi ng but
you still have flooding at 104th Avenue.

So, this first photograph is 104th Avenue, is onto
the right. Alice Avenue is just to the left of that right
there. Again, this is -- this is below the peak flow, but
you can see that 104th Avenue is inundated and fl ooded with
wat er .

As we | ook downstream of 104th Avenue to the right,
you can see the whole -- you can't even nmake out where the

exact channel is there. Again, you're getting a |ot of
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flooding in those areas.

Further, this is | ooking nore upstream or east of
104t h Avenue right here. Again, you can see flooding in
close proximty. And this is, again, after the highest --
hi ghest flood | evel s but when we were out there during the
day after the biggest rain intensity, again flooding very
close to properties within the Noordel oos Creek area.

This is a map right here from FEMA that shows the
100-year floodplain within this kind of area of concern
within these Sections 22 and 23 of Holland Townshi p.

So, one thing that you can know right here that |
tal ked about before is you'll see that -- you can see the
restrictions that we're going to end up tal king about in a
little nore detail, but here's a railroad crossing to the
north, you got Chicago Drive, you got 104th Avenue crossing,
you' ve got 1-90 -- 1-96 crossing, and then those are going to
be the areas where if we start getting |log jans, that can
real ly exacerbate flood problens.

Now, sonme of these areas such as just upstream or
to the east of 104th Avenue, there are areas near Alice
Avenue and just east of 104th Avenue where, you know, these
areas are constructed very close to the 100-year fl oodpl ain,
or wthin the 100-year floodplain, so back yard flooding |ike
we're seeing right there is going to happen, but what we want

to do is make sure that we're taking all neasures to reduce
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the anount of flooding and potential flooding as nuch as
possi bl e.

So, we tal ked about woody debris. W're going to
say that there's -- there's bad obstructions and there's good
obstructions. This photo on the left, this is the railroad
bridge just north of Chicago Drive, so right where |I've got
nmy hand ki nd of scrolling around here. You can see |og jans.
This is just a prone -- prone area, or because it has two
different bays in here and this little center pier, it's
going to -- it's going to be prone to collecting woody debris
and | og jans.

And obvi ously, as you can see, if you start
stacking up logs that are restricting the culvert capacity by
maybe hal f, and we al ready know that these areas are prone to
fl oodi ng, any woody debris on top of that is only going to
exacerbate these -- these -- these areas. So when we have
critical infrastructure such as roads, streans, crossings, we
want to nake sure that we're renoving |l og jans fromthose
ar eas.

A m nor anmount of inbedded woody debris in the
banks or so long as it's not obstructing flow, that's good
because that does add conplexity and i nproves habitat within
the streamsystem but it's really when it becones a
potential interference with flooding where it becones an

i ssue that we need to take care of.
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Here's going further, so starting kind of up here
by Chicago Drive and then novi ng down, further downstream
this is along 10600 Paw Paw Drive. 1t's on the -- near the
Vol | i nk property. And this is kind of representative of a
| ot of Noordeloos Creek. You'll see erosion, downed trees, a
tree falls down, that diverts flows, creates additiona
erosi on. You al so see sedinentation, bar buil dup, erosions
going on in through there. Again, once you start getting a
few of these log jans and it builds up, it can really
exacerbate the flooding problenms within the area.

This is going further downstreamw thin the Paw Paw
Park area, again another here, it's just a pedestrian
crossing, but you can see again prone to woody debris buil dup
in there as well.

This is actually along the Nunmber 52 drain itself,
so this is wody debris and vegetation to -- to a snaller
| evel , but even within that, the Nunber 52 drain itself, it
could definitely stand to have sonme tree managenent and
vegetation renoval just to make sure that the flow is being
opti mi zed and hydraulic capacity of that is being optimzed
as nmuch as possi bl e.

You can kind of just see right here on this picture
to the right, when you get sone of this thicker vegetation
grow ng within the channel, that that can really obstruct

flow, the flow of water to drain storm events.
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So erosion, that's another prevalent thing we're
seeing along the drain in part because this is a devel opi ng
wat er shed, and as you get flashier flows nore frequently,
nature is going to carve itself out a deeper channel.

So you can -- on the picture to the left, you see
basically typical bank erosion, and then on the right, this
is general ly what happens, you get the erosion, it starts
carving itself out a wider area, but then you can see this
bi g sedi ment | oad bei ng deposited as well, and that can
reduce the capacity of the stream channel and exacerbate
fl oodi ng probl ens.

Here, again, we're |ooking at nore areas. These
are a couple of photos near people's back yards. In addition
to excess sedinent to the channel, you al so have | and | oss of
peopl e's properties. That becones especially concerning if
you have a house that's very near to the drain that could be
potentially inpacted by this erosion. But again, these are
just a few exanples of sone of the bank erosion that we're
seeing along the drain itself.

So that's a brief overview of -- of sonme of the
things we've seen here. And just kind of going into what
happens next, this is where we really want to open up the
public testinony and hear your concerns along the drain, and
then ultimtely we're going to leave it up to the Board of

Determ nation to deci de whether or not the petition is
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necessary.

If the board finds the petition is not necessary,
then the projects ceases immedi ately, no additional action is
taken, and a petition cannot be heard al ong the Nunber 52
drain for another 12 nonths.

If the Board of Determnation finds that the
petition is necessary, then we will proceed -- proceed with a
project scope. As Joe alluded to in the beginning, we don't
know what that scope would be. W have not done any rea
i ntense engi neering study at this tinme, no topographic
survey. Again, we're not going to get the cart way before
the horse and spend a lot of noney if this project is
determ ned not necessary.

Utimately, we want to hear fromthe people to nmake
t hat deci sion on whether they feel the project is necessary
or not. But if the project is determ ned necessary, we
conpl ete that engi neering design, we do additiona
t opographi ¢ surveys, we'd neet with property owners who are
havi ng concerns out there, really identify these probl ens
areas, and then evaluate alternatives to nost cost
effectively address these issues.

If we do extend the drain down Noordel oos Creek,
we're going to have to get easenents along every bit of
Noor del oos Creek that we establish as the county drain.

We'll have to get permts fromthe Departnent of
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Envi ronnmental Quality Great Lakes and Energy, known as EGLE
to do any work wi thin Noordel oos Creek since it is currently
a natural stream system

And then once we have a project design, al
easenents and permts in place, we'll actually then bid a
project out to qualified contractors, and the | owest
qual i fied contractor, |owest priced bid that we receive wuld
be awarded the project.

At that point, we would go and hold a day of review
which is when we'll have all the actual costs determ ned,
we'll have that drainage district established at that point,
and you'll be re-notified again as to what your -- your
assessnment wll be, and then you'll have the ability to
appeal that as well at that tine.

And then once we get through this whole process, if
the petition is found necessary, we'll actually construct a
project. So there is quite a few steps we've got to get
through after today before we can inplenent any actual work.

So, with that, I1'd like to open up to any questions
the board nmay have, or the public will be here, so thank you.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. Appreciate that.
First, I"'mgoing to turn it over to ask Rich, do you have any
guestions of the engineer?

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDERKLOK: No, | do not.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO Ken, do you have any
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questions of the engineer at this stage?

BOARD SECRETARY KEN
not .

BOARD CHAI RPERSON B
have a few questions. First,

proposed Noordel oos Creek drai

SOQUTER: At this nonent, | do

LL CARGO. Ckay. Dan, | do
did | understand that this

n or the -- | guess it's going

to be called the Nunber 52 drain if it is determ ned to be

necessary, does it exist between different county drains?

Does it enpty into a county drain?

ENG NEER DAN FREDRICKS: Well, it does actually

enpty into the Macatawa R ver

which at that part is

establ i shed as the Bl ack Creek of Zeel and drain.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON B
that you woul d have a segnent

this Nunber 52 proposed drain,

LL CARGO. So is it unusua
where it is taking -- you have

is it unusual that you would

have this section of water course in between drains? You

have drains north of it, you have drains south of it, but

this little section is not part of the county drain, that

seens unusual to ne. | s that

experience?

to you, based on your

ENG NEER DAN FREDRI CKS: Well, | nean given that

Noor del oos Creek was a natura

wat er course, not -- not

necessarily. Again, you' ve got Nunber 52 drain and sone of

these other drains, like the Cedar Drain, since there was a

natural water course there, especially if you go back to Iike
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the 1890's they were putting in and trying to basically drain
l ands to put in agricultural production, they're going to
take that |and down to the natural water -- waterway, in this
case the stream at Noordel oos Creek and, you know, have that
at the outlet.

So, in this case, not necessarily. Usually you're
taking it because there is this natural outlet.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. Ckay. | appreciate
that. Also, before we open it up for public comments, | wll
have Steve nake a presentati on again about how the public may
conment .

Is there anybody here fromthe city of Zeel and that
woul d |i ke to nake a comment ?

MR, TIMKLUNDER: This is TimKlunder fromthe city
of Zeeland. | have no comments at this tine.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO  Ckay. And |'m going
to do the same for Holland Charter Township. |Is there
anybody from Hol | and Charter Township that would |i ke to nmake
a cooment? (No response.)

kay. And then again, I"'mgoing to also ask is
t here anybody here fromthe Otawa County Road Commi ssion
that would like to nake a conment? (No response.)

And hearing none, I'mgoing to turn this over to
Steve. Steve, would you review briefly again the -- how the

public could make public comments, say, in the tine limts?
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ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI: Yes. Thank you, M. Chair.
So again, the board decided on a three-m nute public coment
time period. So |l will put up a three-mnute tiner. And
that -- the tinme still wll be the board' s to enforce, so |
won't do that, but I will be able to display for the board
when the three mi nutes has been reached.

In terns of participating, and sone people are
already doing it, there is the raise your hand option on
here. That is the -- the best way to -- to give conment if
you want to so that | can see that you would like to

partici pate.

I will call on people in the order that they have
their hands raised. And then at that point, | wll look to
the chat function as well. And the people, if they want to

make a coment in the chat, and again sone people have

al ready, | just ask that you put your -- your name and
address with your comment in the chat so that | can read that
into the record and so that the court recorder can have that
-- your information associated with that.

Again, for -- to raise your hand, for people on
your conputer, it is the raise your hand button that you'l
find at the bottomright of the participant's list, when you
open the participant's list. And for those of you calling in
by phone, you dial star 9. And once you dial star 9, that

will indicate that -- that you would like to participate.
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So, at this point, | amgoing to bring up the tiner
we have here.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON Bl LL CARGO:  And while Steve does
that, I will have Steve call the public participants in the
order of which they have asked, and Steve, this is a
rem nder, when the public does nake comrents, | ask the
public to again give your name and your address.

Steve, you can take it from here.

ATTORNEY STEVE KCSKI: kay. Thank you. And I
will also keep, M. Chair, I'lIl keep track of, to namke sure
that we have first-tinme commenters, and we'll go through the
first -- the round of people, first-tine comments, and then
i f people are indicating they have repeat comments, | wl|
turn it over to the board to decide how you want to handl e
t hat .

kay. So the first commenter is Sondra Kehrwecker.
Sondra, if you could unmute yourself and introduce yourself,
your nanme and address for the record?

M5. KAREN KEHRWECKER: Yes, ny nane is Karen
Kehrwecker. |'mon ny daughter's conputer. W live on
Franklin Street in Zeeland. |'mon the outskirts of your
boundary there for your drain, and | just want to say that we
do not have water and sewer with the city. W have our own
wel |, our own septic system

And when Hol I and Townshi p put the road through on
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the other side is, but we're not. So that's ny only

question. Thank you.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO | appreciate that,

and Dan, the engineer, will be nmaking notes on this. Wen

they do determ ne the nore specific boundaries, they wl

they wll [ ook your property.
M5. KAREN KEHRWECKER: | think sonetines it's
confusing being in the township but still being part of

Zeel and, and there's only the three houses on Franklin

Street. So thank you.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO  Thank you. Steve,

next ?

ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI: Thank you. The next conment

is Kyle Mart. Kyle, could you please unnute yourself and say

your name and address for the record?

MR, KYLE MART: Hello, this is Kyle Mart. Can you

see ne? kay. Yeah. It says -- yeah, I'mfrom 104 --
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on Chicago Drive, and | guess ny biggest concern about all of
this is kind of the assessnent. It just says that it's going
to be determned at a |later date, and that's kind of
unnerving to ne because | don't know what that's going to be.

| nean, okay, so |like we got this -- | got this --
this letter in the mail |ike a week ago when you guys had
this thing, project all mapped out with all these different
t hi ngs, and you' ve been working on it for a while, but we --
at least ne, | don't know about everybody el se, but | just
heard about this just a week ago, and | kind of want to know
how much it's going to cost before we junp into it. | just
think it's kind of premature.

| mean, just personally, being around town, | know
that it's flooded in certain areas, but |like the map | ooks
pretty big for who -- who all is included. Like I can -- |
|l ook at -- I"mlooking at the flood zones, a flood zone map
for Zeeland and it's a conpletely different area, and I don't
know, it's just kind of like it's -- | don't know. | fee
like it's just a little bit soon to just go for this, just
vote on sonething and then approve it, not knowi ng how nuch

it's going to cost, because it seens |ike we just say, okay,

it's a need, but | feel like cost is inportant, because,
yeah, that's just ny concerns. | don't -- | don't have
anything like witten out. |If | had sonething prepared

better, maybe it would be --
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BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. | do appreciate -- |
do appreciate your coments, Kyle. W are follow ng state
law, which the first step is to try to determne if there are
probl enms, showing that there's a necessity for a project,
bef ore we spend public dollars trying to define the scope of
the project and whether it does exist.

Stacy, the attorney for the Otawa County \Water
Resour ces Commi ssioner, is there anything you would like to
add?

ATTORNEY STACY H SSONG  Yeah, so | think the chair
explained it pretty well that the way the Drain Code is set
up, and this is the process, often unpopul ar, because you are
asking to coment on sonething where you don't know the
amount of the project, but the process is set up so that we
don't spend a | ot of nobney on engi neering before we nove
forward, because if we hear from people they aren't
experiencing a problem then -- then we don't want to
engi neer a proposed sol ution.

So we don't have information as to what the cost is
yet because we really haven't done a lot. You heard fromthe
engi neer that he went out and did a -- basically a
reconnai ssance i nspection. There's not really been
engi neering that would take place to find out how nuch it
woul d cost, but that's the next step.

And Joe Bush, who's the Water Resources
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Comm ssioner, has had -- has extensive experience in putting
sonmething to this -- |like this together. So what -- why --
what will go into ensuring that it's affordable is working
with the engineers and the permitting agencies to cone up
with the best solution to address people's problens, and then
al so working with the communities like the city of Zeel and
and Hol | and Charter Township to ensure that it's affordable.

In those situations, they do help with the cost, as
does the county helps with significant anount of the cost.
And any tinme you have questions about it, Kyle, you can cal
the Water Resources Commi ssioner's office and they will be
happy to provide informtion.

We just don't have a dollar anpbunt for you today
because one -- for two reasons. One, we haven't done the
engi neering to know that, and two, the conm ssioner likes to
solicit input at these types of neetings in order to know
who' s experienci ng probl ens.

So we may hear fromyou, boy, | have a problem at
nmy property that we didn't know about, and so we want that
information to help us develop a project scope if it is found
necessary.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO  The other thing |
woul d note is just for the public that these are consi dered
to be shared public burdens. This is sonething that

everybody's water contributes or may be contributing to this
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drai n, and even though you may not have a probl em because you
live at the top of a hill, your water does flow downhill
that's engineering 101, and if there is an issue, then that
woul d becone a shared public burden, assum ng there are
problens and this is brought under the control of the county
Wat er Resources Conmi ssi oner.

Steve, if you would go to the next person, | would
appreciate it.

ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI: Yes, the next comment is
from Chuck DeJonge. Chuck, if you could unnute yourself and
state your nane and address for the record?

MR. CHUCK DEJONGE: Yeah, | live at 590 Riverbank
Circle, Zeeland. That's commonly known now as the Cottages
at River Bend. It's the new condo devel opnent at the
i ntersection of 104th and Paw Paw.

The back side of our property borders al ong
Noor del oos Creek fromthe Paw Paw foot bridge over to the
104t h culvert north of Alice where sone of those pictures
were taken. W have about a quarter to a half mle frontage
along that. And if you look at that map, | wish I'd gotten
sent that nmap instead of the one | got, it identifies that as
the Cedar Drain. The sign for Cedar Drain with the big blue
X, that's where we are.

Now, that is a 24-unit devel opnent, which there's

going to be four nore occupied by the end of COctober and the
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six remaining ones will be finished up by the end of 2021,
sonmewhere around there, so that's kind of where we're at.

And what |'m curious about is a couple things.
Nurmber 1, did the engineer do any kind of study or any work
at all of what the inpact is of that new culvert that's been
put in on Business Loop 1-96. A lot of work going on down
there, and that seens to be kind of a backup point. That was
the conpl aint when they put the new culvert in at 104th, was
okay, you fixed the 104th. Now you have to fix up Business
Loop 1-96.

The other thing is that it sounds Iike from
everything |I've heard, that the city of Zeel and has been
payi ng the drain comm ssion already to take care of the Cedar
Drain, and we certainly pay high enough taxes, we ought to
get sonething, because we don't get nuch fromthe city.

So, |I've gone there and talked with 10 to 14
nei ghbors here, and all 10 are agreeing we're not really in
favor of this if it nmeans our taxes are going to go up,
because the Zoom people aren't going to give us any noney
back, we know that. So that's all | have to say about it.
Thank you.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. | appreciate it.

One of the things, you did ask a specific question as to
whet her an engi neeri ng study has been done with regard to any

of the public roads or highways in the area, and the answer
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I's no, they have not done that at this stage.

At this stage, the Board of Determnation is only
determ ni ng whether there are problens that would require or
recommend the invol venent of the county Water Resources
Comm ssioner, so | just want to enphasize that the engi neer
did state that previously but we'll enphasize it once again.

St eve, the next person?

MR CHUCK DEJONGE: Fromny --

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. No, you're done.
Chuck, you're done now. Steve, would you nove on?

ATTORNEY STEVE KCSKI: Yes, the next comment is
fromChristi Volink. Christi, if you could unnute yourself
and state your nane and address for the record, please?

MR, GARY VOLLINK: H, we are Christi and Gary
Vol link. W live at 10600 Paw Paw Drive, which is south of
104th. You' ve seen our picture of our back yard up on the
screen. At present, the bank is giving away and we are 22
feet fromour garage, so we're kind of in a critical node
here what to do.

W had a damrenoved this spring. The snow on the
ground was on the bank yet and | had seen the bank. The dam
was renoved, and the water dropped about eight inches to a
foot, which | appreciate that Joe did that for us, went into
Hol | and Township to do that. So we've been there since '81

and we see that the creek noves all the tine, but | have
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never seen it this bad where our bank is giving away and we
are getting very close to our garage.

My question is to soneone here, how |l ong does this
take, if it's approved, to go through this process. There's
several steps and how | ong does that take and that's --
that's all | have to say.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. [I'mgoing to ask the
-- either Stacy, the attorney for the Water Resources
Conmi ssi oner, or Joe, the Water Resources Conmi ssioner, to
give a brief statenent on the typical amount of tinme it takes
to deci de whether there should be a project and the

apportionnment process.

ATTORNEY STACY HHSSONG I'Il give ny stab at it,
then 1'Il et Joe fill in. So that's an excellent question.
|"mgoing to give you a very |lawer-like answer. |t depends.

So a decision about whether a project wll take
pl ace basically is today. Wat that project is is going to
take sonme tine because a few things cone into play.

One, the engineers are going to go out and do an
actual survey, not just a site inspection but a survey, and
then in order to establish something that's not established
before as part of the county drain, two things have to
happen, and this is the real tine sucker, so to speak, and
that's obtaining easenents on either side of what we're going

to establish, and then getting the EGLE permts to be able to
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do the work.

And so we'll be doing those things at the sane
time. We'll be working on both itens at the same tine. But
dependi ng on how |l ong the easenent acquisition takes and how
long the permtting takes, that -- that will be the case.

W can't do any work until both of those itens are
in place, so |l would -- | would estimate that it is not going
to be in 2020. Best case scenario would be in 2021.

If we get all the easenents and all the permts,
then the next thing would be is we -- the engi neers would be
putting together a bid package for contractors. Once that
happens, then we'll send out a public notice about the bid
letting and the day of review.

So, as soon as that can happen, we w |l have that
take place, but those are the two main factors are the
easenents and the permts.

WATER RESOURCES COW JOCE BUSH. Ckay. Thank you.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO Also I'd nake a
cooment. Oftentinmes when we have drain projects, people fear
that we are tal king about encl osed drains and that which can
becone very expensive, but because this is a natural water
course, | would suspect that any project that was put into
pl ace woul d be nore dealing with bank stabilization and
renmoving trees and so forth from-- fromthe water course.

Typically, Dan, is that what you would see in this
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type of a drain project if it is determned there is a
probl em that needs to be addressed?

ENG NEER DAN FREDRI CKS: Yeah, yeah, you hit that
ri ght on exactly.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. Ckay. So | say that
to the nenbers of the public who are fearful of the cost,
because those type of projects are quite a bit |ess expensive
than in trying to enclose an open course waterway, which
woul d be very expensive.

I"mgoing to nove back to Steve. Steve, would you
bring up the next person for public coment?

ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI: Yes, the next comment is
fromthe phone nunber ending in 6702. You are unnuted now,
so if you could introduce yourself, your nanme and address for
the record?

MR. HUGO SAUGER: Yes, Hugo Sauger (ph) in Royal
Park Condos. |'mtalking about further south on the drain,
drain along 96 at Royal Park Condos, these (inaudible) and
enters into a retention pond which has devel oped into a
sl udge pond with erosion, sedinent. This pond has been
filled with foliage, growth, making | ess roomfor water.

May t hat be dredged and nade into a pond again? |If
not, is it better to do so and ask for forgiveness after the
fact?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO | think-- [Is that
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the end of your comments or questions?

MR. HUGO SAUGER: That's ny comment/question, yes.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. Ckay. | appreciate
that. First of all, we don't know the scope of the project,
so | can't answer in particular, but I will say for the
record that when you're dealing with EGLE, asking for
forgi veness before asking for perm ssion is never going to be
a very good strategy.

And EGLE, of course, is the state environmental
agency. And | know that the -- Joe Bush, as a Water
Resour ces Conm ssioner, is not going to do sonething w thout
havi ng perm ssion fromthe State of M chigan. That woul d be
very detrinmental to his position and he's not going to put
himsel f in that position.

Steve, who i s your next comment?

ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI: The next comment is from
Kevin Lee. Kevin, if you could unnmute yourself and state
your nanme and address for the record?

MR. KEVIN LEE: Yeah, good norning, Kevin Lee,
10415 Springfield Grcle. A couple thoughts on this. [|I'm
real ly concerned about the cost of the project. | know just
dealing with getting easenents and all this research for the
engi neering side is pretty expensive so that we can nove
forward with this now, and you do all that research, we

decide not to do it, there's still going to be that cost
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associ ated wth that.

And | know in other districts in the south side
wi th Steaders Borough, the south one, they had that sanme of
thing, where they kind of did the research, and then even if
you stop the project, you still have the cost of the
engi neering. So kind of concerned about that.

Al so, for us in Steaders Borough, | have a drain in
ny back yard that's higher than nmy property |ine anyway, so |
al ready have water that floods in ny back yard and doesn't
actually go into a drain that's near ny property anyway, SO
think that we shoul d be excluded fromthis project.

| definitely synpathize with the people | saw
pi ctures of the back yard. Sonme of those | ook |ike new
devel opnents, sone of them | ook |like they' ve been there for a
while. 1'mjust really concerned about the cost and what the
actual district will ook Iike, how big the area wll be.

W' re kind of near where you're talking but I don't -- |
don't know if it necessarily will benefit ny nei ghborhood.
Thank you.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. | appreciate the
coments. Steve, who is next on the comment |ist?

ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI: So it |looks like in ternms of
the participants, we have nade it through the list, so now I
wi Il check the -- the chat, chat box and see what coments we

have there.
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Ckay. So this coment is from M ke Conover,
C-0-n-o0-v-e-r, and his address is 11296 Rural view Drive in

Hol | and, and M ke says that he's concerned about the cost of

expandi ng the drai nage district beyond what currently exists.

Qur nei ghborhood has already paid significantly for projects

i n our imed ate nei ghborhood. Expansion of this district

sounds |i ke a good amobunt of work with associated costs. Wy

does this not qualify for the creation of a new district
rat her than an expansion of the existing district?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. |'mgoing to ask
that that be -- question be answered by either Stacy and/ or
Joe. Who wants to take a stab at that?

ATTORNEY STACY HISSONG I'Il take the first stab
and then Joe and Dan, correct ne where I'moff. So the
Nunmber 52, basically we're dealing with the sanme water
course, so if it was made a separate district, you' d have a
group of people in two drainage districts instead of one, so
it really didn't nmake sense to create a brand new one, and
extensions are basically updating the current one nmakes the
nost sense.

And when we're | ooking at the drainage district,
we're really | ooking at the watershed contribution area, so
we felt that it was the nost cost efficient way to do this,

i nstead of having two significant nunber of properties be in

two districts or nore, depending, creating a second district
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did not nmake sense.

In terns of the cost, again, Dan -- Joe has |ots of
experience in this as the Water Resources Conm ssioner. Dan
and | have done projects. | know he | ooks 20 and | | ook 25,
but we've actually done this for areally long tine.

And if easenent acquisition, if we have people

al ong the water course that are going to work with us, it

does not -- don't equate that to being unreasonably
expensive. So, you know, the costs will be what the costs
will be, but we will work very hard to keep that under

control to the extent possible.

Joe al so has what | would say an excel |l ent
relationship with the county to assist in paying for the
projects. Otawa County is going to be a project partner in
terns of paying for the project, as well as the two
communities, and also the M chigan Departnent of
Transportation in terns of taking a nice chunk of the project
cost as well.

Dan or Joe?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO Also the Otawa
County Road Conmi ssion would pay a portion of it too.

ATTORNEY STACY HI SSONG  Yes.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO  Any project that is
deci ded. GCkay. Thank you. Steve, is there anybody el se,

any comment s?
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ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI: Yes, there's a few nore
here. So the next chat comment was from Linda Cole, Co-I-e,
and her address is 10420 Beachnut Lane, and Linda says, |
woul d agree cost is the significant factor. | also believe
that the water would only shift fromone area and then fl ood
I n anot her area.

If the excess water is put into the Black River,
Black River will flood. Also, there doesn't seemto be an
i ndication of protecting wildlife. W are retired, and
having to pay nore in taxes or assessnents will be very
difficult for us.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARGO | think that's a
good conment. | would note that one of the things that the
Drai n Conm ssi oner has to, excuse nme, the Water Resources
Conmi ssi oner has to take into account is the anpunt of water
flowi ng through the drain and how quickly it is being
rel eased.

He may decide that there needs to be sone sort of
wetl and created that will be able to hold sonme of this water.
For instance, in Grand Haven Charter Township and Port
Shel don Townshi p, he created a new drain called the Hi awat ha
Drain. And to control the flow through this drain so we
didn't have a surge that woul d cause fl oodi ng downstream he
did create a wetlands, actually award w nning wetl ands, so he

does have an environnmental aspect to any project that's going
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to be put into -- into play.

Again, he has to find that bal ance between deal i ng
with the problens that exist and al so the environnent al
I npact of any project that he creates, which is why he al so
works with the State of M chigan and EGLE

Fai r enough. Joe, anything else you want to add?

WATER RESOURCES COMW JCE BUSH:  Yeah, | just want
to talk about -- that's a good topic. There's a very
i nportant issue, not just of flooding, and | hear that's al
we' re tal king about today, but when we | ook at a fl ooding
situation, we always take in consideration of, again, Bill,
as you noted, can we put wetl ands upstream

One of our other partners that we're going to be
working with or a few other partners wll be the MACC, so we
work with Kelly Goward over at the Macatawa Area Coordi nating
Council, and we also work with David Nyitray and -- and his
staff over at the Qutdoor Discovery. There's a |ot of noney.
This water ends up in Lake Macatawa, and there's a -- there's
a lot of projects going on to clean up Lake Macatawa, and I
will be partners with those folks as well noving into this
situation. And they'll be involved. | get their input, and
we al so | ook at water quality is very inportant, fish
habitat, the wildlife, what's in the creek. | know they
monitor it. There's been -- Qutdoor Discovery has done a

project by Paw Paw bridge a few years back. There's sone
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ot her projects going up -- further upstream from Qut door
Di scovery.

So we will be partnering -- partnering with the
MACC and Qutdoor Discovery on nmaking sure that any project we
do wll be -- have all those neasures in it for |ike water

quality, habitat, flooding, and then, yeah, even people who

kayak it.

W want to make sure we try to clean it up. That's
our end goal is not just for flooding but there's -- there's
a bunch of noving parts when we do a project, and we'll nake

sure of that.

I just want to answer M. DeJdonge's question
earlier, that they are not replacing those bridges on
Busi ness Loop 1-96. They're just redoing the surface tops.
So those are not new bridges, just FYI.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO  The other thing |
would note is Dan didn't really enphasize this but it's
sonet hing that we understand is that the flooding issues, as
poi nted out, just don't harm private property, they also
harm when you tal k about the scouring of the bank, it harns
the ecosystemthat exists there and nmakes it difficult for
much of the natural wildlife that would exist to survive, so
this has al so an ecol ogi cal or environnental aspect to it, in
addition to the issues of flooding in personal property and

public property.
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Steve, do you have any ot her comments?

ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI: Yes, we have a few nore
hands rai sed now. The next one is Kevin Viening or Viening,
if you could unnmute yourself and state your nane and address
for the record?

MR. KEVIN VIENING Yes, Kevin Viening, 2625 104th
Avenue. |I'mjust north of Janmes Street there, kind of the
railroad tracks that you guys just tal ked about earlier. |
definitely see the need for this project. W do have quite a
few trees that get clogged up and cause the damage on the --
on the river there. Also have sone erosion

So ny back yard has the G eystone subdivision and
it's got the drainage, and it conmes to a, I'll call it a
peni nsul a point, and the erosion is beginning to cut away at
that and will eventually go straight through that point, and
the Greystone drainage will not have a creek to drain into
anynore.

So a couple of questions that | have is what does
the easenent | ook |like? So obviously |I would have to grant
an easenent or you would have to get an easenent fromnme to
work on that. And second of all, 90 percent of the issue
conmes from downstream or from nei ghbor's properties where all
the dead Ash trees that are dead, sone are standing, sone are
down, and when the fl oodi ng happens, it takes those trees and

it puts themright into the drai nage ditch.
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So how far does that cleanup go, does it just take
care of the banks or does it go to where all those trees are
still standing, does it clear those? | think those are a
coupl e of the questions that | woul d have.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO Kevin, we can't talk
about the scope of the easenent in terns of the width, but we
can talk a little bit about what a typical easenent contains
in ternms of the |anguage.

Stacy, do you want to nention or tal k about that
briefly?

ATTORNEY STACY HI SSONG  Sure. So, we have to have
-- the state law requires that we have to have a pernanent
easement, not a tenporary easenent on those properties
because we're taking the drain in perpetuity, taking over
jurisdiction, and basically it says a couple of things.

It says that we have the right to enter onto the
property to performthe nmai ntenance and i nprovenent, to get
our equi pnment on the property, and that we ask that you don't
put any pernmanent structures within the easenent area,
because we can't have |i ke sonebody's garage in the way once
we take the easenment to work around.

There are instances, if you have plants, we can
work with the property owner to put |anguage in the agreenent
to carve a piece out if that's sonething that's planned, but

basically it gives us the right to perform mai ntenance and
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i nprovenent activities on the drain easenent.

The width, we will work with the property owners.
Sonme property owners want their trees cut, some property
owners want their trees saved to the extent possible, and
those will be conversations with the engi neers.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO.  Thank you, Stacy.
Steve back to you. Wiwo is next on the list?

ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI: Actually, Joe, did you have
sonmet hing to say?

WATER RESOURCES COMWM JCE BUSH:  Wwell, | did. |
just wanted to show -- to tell, Kevin, that one thing we try
to do is take the trees to the top of the bank for sure, and
then work with property owners to save the good trees if you
have live trees, but | know there's a |ot of dead Ash al
al ong the water course.

But there is sonme nice trees in there, and | don't
cone in and clear both sides like it's going to be a | andi ng
strip for an airplane, so | do try to keep all the good
trees, good vegetation, and then take the dead stuff that
actually is in the creek itself, or on the banks, we don't
renove the trunks typically. W try to keep themin for
stabilizing the banks, but again cut themflush with the --
Wi th the ground.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. Appreciate that,

Joe.
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WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH: Ckay.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. Thank you. Steve,
back to you.

ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI: Al right. The next coment
is fromCarolyn. Carolyn, if you could unnute yourself and
state your nane and address for the record, please?

M5. CAROLYN FUNCKES: |'m Carolyn Funckes. | live
at 581 Alice Avenue. And we are on the creek. Qur property
does flood. And for many, nany people who said, oh, this
does not affect us, this does not affect us, nost likely it
doesn't, but that does not nean you do not affect us.

After it rains hard and we are fl ooded, we know
that for the next several hours, the water will keep com ng
up. It's comng fromthe north, and it's -- | have seen
farmers put drains in their fields, and I am assum ng those
drains go into this creek or drainage ditch or whatever you
want to call it. Many subdivisions, many things go into this
creek, and it does work its way down and it does affect us no
matter where you are.

I know our nei ghbors across the street, they very
often are not affected by the flooding in the creek at all
but they're affected by, whoever built this area, made a big
hill behind several of the houses there, and as the rain
conmes down, this water washes down into their back yards.

And they are flooded all the tinme. Their basenents are often
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flooded all the tine.

And no, the creek is not affecting them but the
water fromtheir neighbors are. Now, those neighbors are
fine, but they're affecting the other people. So just
because you are not affected by it does not nean you are not
af fecting what's happeni ng.

So, you know, | just -- that's ny only coment.
Thank you.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. Carol yn nakes a very
good point and that's what we tal ked about earlier about the
shared public burden. The fact if you have a new
devel opnent, if done well, hopefully you' re not going to have
any flooding, but you increase the inpervious area and you
i ncrease the runoff or may increase the runoff into this --
into this proposed drai nage district.

Steve, do you have anybody el se who would like to
make conments or |ike to make suggesti ons?

ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI: Next conment is from Harold
K. Harold, if you could unmute yourself and state your nane
and address for the record, please?

Harold, if you go to the botton? Oh, there you go.

MR. HAROLD KI MBEL: Are we good now?

ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI: Yep, we can hear you.

MR, HAROLD KIMBEL: All right. Sorry about that.

Har ol d Ki nbel, 10532 Paw Paw Dri ve. I|'"'mone of the ones that
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gets the major anobunt of water in his back yard. This has
been needed to be done for a while now Gving those -- ny
nei ghbor has ten foot of bank that's gone conpletely away.

And | understand those that maybe aren't affected
and have to pay, but it is a shared thing. And it al so does
affect the wildlife. W used to have sal non cone up through
there, and a | ot of the bl ockage now, you don't have the
sal non come up through there.

But | do appreciate you guys considering this and
| ooking at it, and | just hope you put due diligence to it,
and that's about all | had to say.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO  Thank you very nuch
Steve, next?

ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI: Next comment is from David,
it says David 2014. |If you could unnute yourself and state
your nanme and address for the record?

MR. DAVID PYLE: This is David Pyle, 2650 Pebbl e
Court. I'mon the back of Greystone Estates, upriver from
the train trestle, and nmy question is to the engineer. He

had pictures of the bridge going under the train tracks, and

that acts as a restriction, and I -- | get that, but is there

anything that's going to be done with those restrictions,
that -- that bridge and then the bridge under Chicago Drive
to increase water flow going down the river?

And, | nean, to ne, part of -- part of the problem
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Is the water backs up behind the -- the train trestle, and
["mjust wondering if that is going to be changed to inprove
the -- inprove the situation of the water flow And if you
add anot her bridge under the train tracks, it's just going to
increase the rate of flow and m ght even meke fl oodi ng worse.
Is that a reasonabl e assunption?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO  One of the things,
I"'mnot going to have Dan answer that, because he can't.

They have to do a study to determ ne what will be done, and
you' re asking the coments outside the scope of this public
heari ng.

And so | think you' re asking good questions. The
engi neer will have to | ook at that at some point in the
future, but he can't answer it now.

So, Steve, I will turn this back to you, then, and
see if you have any other comrents fromthe public.

ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI: Thank you, M. Chair. | do
have a few nore in the chat. The next coment is from let's
see here, Dyl ana Ei sanan, E-i-s-a-ma-n, and her address is
1833 105th Avenue in Zeel and, and she says that, it seens
i ke people are concerned with renoving water quickly. |
have wi tnessed plenty of flooding near Paw Paw foot bridge,
but | would agree with other coments that additiona
wet | ands woul d be nore instrunental so that water can soak

into the ground and be sl owed down.
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BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. Ckay, Steve, next
comment, then.

ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI: The next comment is from
Curtis Potter, P-o-t-t-e-r, and his address is 2722 Fairfield
Drive, and he says, | live in the Fairfield Farns
Devel opnent. | believe that we have our own retention pond,
and even during the flooding this past May, had sonme water in
it but didn't even cone close to reaching the |evel of
exiting the pond. Therefore, | don't believe that the
Fairfield Farns Devel opnment should be included in the
expanded drai nage district.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO | appreciate that

conment . St eve, next?

ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI: That is -- it appears that
there are no other comments. Let's see here. Well, actually
there's a chat from Peter Vollbrecht, V-o-1-1-b-r-e-c-h-t, at

1489 Hillridge Way, and he wants to know, is there an
addi tional neeting after the engineering conpany has revi ewed
the process and a cost is known during which residents can
comment and/or be a part of the decision or whether the
process noves forward?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. |'mgoing to turn
that over, question over to Stacy. Stacy, can you talk
briefly about the other opportunities for the public to

comment on this?
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Qobvi ously, the public doesn't get to nake the
decision. That is nade by the Water Resources Conm ssi oner
who is an elected official and has to represent everybody,
and so, but are there other tines where the public can
comment on any assessnents or costs or anything like that?

ATTORNEY STACY HI SSONG  So the public can comment
at any point that they want. The drain conm ssioner's office
al ways takes calls about the status of -- of things, but the
chair is correct, the drain comm ssioner ultimtely makes the
deci si on about what the project scope is going to be in
consultation with the engi neer and the project stakehol ders.

For those people who are along the creek, we are
definitely going to be in conversation with you because we
need easenents on your property. W'I| be taking surveys on
your property. You will be contacted if the decision is nade
to nove forward wth the project.

As for people not along the drain who are wonderi ng
about the status, there is not a planned neeting other than
that day of review when we get the bid noticing out. You can
-- you can witness the -- the bid opening if you'd |ike, but
i f you have questions or comrents or concerns along the way,
the drain office is available to take your call, and if it is
necessary, we'll schedule a tine with the engineer to talk
about your specific concerns.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO Ckay. Steve, is
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there any other coments, then?

ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI: M. Chair, at this point, |
do not see any other comments in either the -- that are
| ooking to participate in chat or otherwi se, so | believe
we' ve gone through all of them

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. Well, Steve, you've
done a good job of coordinating everything. Thank you very
much.

At this stage, I'"'mgoing to close the public
comment portion of this public hearing, and we're going to
have a di scussi on anong the board of review nenbers, both
Ken, nyself, and Rich, and I'"'mgoing to start with Ken.

Do you have any comments, Ken, based on the public
comments you've heard at this -- up to this point?

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER: The main thing that I
see on this particular drain in | ooking at the situation
where you have a big section of drain that is not under the
drain comm ssioner's authority, he really has no way to get
in there to fix it other than requesting perm ssion from
property owners. He doesn't have a way to fund it.

| basically would like to see this drain under his
jurisdiction so that he can get the easenents necessary, if
there's a problem get in there and fix it, so I'min favor
of this.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO  Thank you. Rich, do
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you have any coments that you' d |like to nake after hearing
t hese comments fromthe public?

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDERKLOK: Based on the
engi neer's report and the comments that we heard, which
appreci ate very nuch because that's very helpful to us in
deci sion-making, | would be in favor of this proposal as well
to -- in maintenance and i nprovenent of the Nunber 52 drain,
so I'min support of it.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. | appreciate those
comments. For nyself, there is a couple things that have
becone clear to ne fromthis public hearing.

First is that there are existing problens with this
wat er course. There are problenms with flooding, there are
probl enms with bank stabilization and erosion, that this area
Is inmpacting both the downstream peopl e, the upstream peopl e,
and i npacting -- inpacting the environnent and the natura
ecosystem that exists here.

| al so understand the frustration of the public
because you don't know what the solution to this problemis,
and that's always going to be an issue with the way that the
drain code is set up in Mchigan. W are here to determ ne
if there is a problemand a need for a project.

To nme, the comments have been clear that there is a
need, both from an environnental standpoint and froma

fl oodi ng standpoint, that this is a necessity.
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And that said, | will nmake a notion that the
proposed mai ntenance, inprovenent of the Nunber 52 drain as
petitioned on January 6, 2020, is necessary and conducive to
the public health, convenience, or welfare. |Is there support
for ny notion?

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDERKLOK: | will support that,
M. Chai r man.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO  So the notion was
fromBill, supported by Rich. |Is there any coments on ny
notion as it's nmade?

ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI: M. Chair, just one
recomendati on as you nove forward, we do recomend that you
do a roll call vote just for this final vote so that you have
it for the record.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. Ckay. In that case,
Il will do a roll call vote -- or excuse ne, the secretary,

Ken, can you do a roll call vote of this?

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER: Bill, what is your
answer ?

BOARD CHAI RPERSON Bl LL CARGO  Yes.

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER: Rich, what is your
answer ?

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDERKLOK:  Yes.
BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER: Ken, what is your

answer ? Yes.
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BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO  And there we have a
unani nous decision that this drain is necessary for public
heal t h, conveni ence or welfare.

"mgoing to make just a real brief public coment.
Because it is a public -- shared public burden, all of the
public entities will be -- any solution that is designed wll
be paying at-large costs, whether that's the Otawa County,
the city of Zeeland, or the Holland Charter Townshi p.

In addition, the Otawa County Road Commi ssion
woul d pay a portion of this, as would, it |looks |like, the --
the State Departnent of Hi ghway.

And finally, even the railroad wll be paying a
portion of this as an at-|arge devel opnent over a portion of
the costs for any project that is defined.

Again, | know that the drain conm ssioner will be
| ooki ng at a bal ance between effectiveness and cost and w ||
be sharing his insights as this project noves forward.

Any other comments fromthe board nmenbers? Rich?

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDERKLCK:  No.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. Ken, any ot her
comments from you?

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER: None.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO. You're good?

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  Good.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO Then I'm going to go
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qui ckly to Joe and ask if he has any questions. | know that

he wants to tal k about, at this stage, he will make sone

comments on what the appeal process is for the determ nation

of this board of review, or maybe Stacy wi |l handl e that

" mnot sure.

WATER RESOURCES COMM JCE BUSH: Yeah, | can |et

Stacy tal k about the appeal process. | can, too, but she's

on -- she's on -- we can hear right it fromher on today

neeti ng or public hearing.

's

But | also just want to say thanks everybody for

taking the tinme this norning to | earn about what we're

| ooking into it and how this process works. It's part of

drain code, state law, and I'mjust abiding by the state
It's not like |I need another -- another drain,

-- we have a thousand of themalready. |It's another one

| aw.
but

to

the system which is good so we can -- can hel p people from

their issues, but -- but again, it's a part of the process.

So | appreciate everybody's tine. And again,

will be doing nmy duty at | ooking at other, nmaybe even so

ne

grant opportunities, again Qutdoor Discovery, the MACC, and

all the nmunicipalities, MDOT, railroad, road conm ssion.
There's a |l ot of noving parts, but we're going to, you k
make sure that they all contribute and hel p us al ong the
to nove a great project noving forward. So that's all

to say.

now,
way

have

OBrien & Bails Court Reporting and Video
(800) 878-8750 - M chigan Firm No. 8029

65



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Stacy, can you talk about the appeal process
pl ease?

ATTORNEY STACY HI SSONG. Yep. So any person
aggri eved by the decision of necessity today has the right to
appeal that decision within 10 days fromtoday in OQtawa
County Circuit Court. And again, if you have any questions
about the process or the status of the project, in general,
feel free to e-mail or call the drain office. Thank you.

BOARD CHAI RPERSON BI LL CARGO At this stage,
unl ess there are objections, | will adjourn the neeting. It
is approximately 11:32. So w thout objection, this Board of
Determ nation is adjourned. Thank you.

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH: Thank you.

(At 11:30 a.m, hearing concluded.)
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           1                 Via Zoom



           2                 Monday, August 3, 2020



           3                 10:02 a.m.



           4                             PROCEEDINGS



           5                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Well, welcome



           6       everyone.  We appreciate you coming to join us via Zoom.



           7       Usually these are live, but via Zoom today, so we do



           8       appreciate you taking the time, excuse me, and to come and



           9       learn and listen to what the process is all about for the



          10       Drain Number 52 extension.



          11                 The reason we're here this morning is I received a



          12       petition from the people within the drain district of Drain



          13       52 which is currently the Noordeloos.  People are like,



          14       what's Drain 52?  Currently it's called the Noordeloos Creek,



          15       which I have no jurisdiction or responsibility to maintain,



          16       clean out, remove trees.  I don't have easements.  Again, I



          17       have no jurisdiction in that boundary.



          18                 So that's the reason why we're here.  It was



          19       received -- again, we received a petition, from signatures on



          20       a petition further downstream, and this was to add a branch



          21       of the 52.  Drain 52 currently is up toward the Riley/112



          22       corridor.



          23                 So that's -- and when we -- when I receive a



          24       petition, by Drain Code, I have to have a public hearing, and



          25       that's why you all got an invite to this morning's
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           1       participation in our Zoom.



           2                 Currently, I just will talk about there is no



           3       project.  We don't have any costs because we don't know



           4       exactly what we're doing.  In order for me to touch anything



           5       or start the process by Drain Law, it's -- we got to have --



           6       we've got to hold a Board of Determination, and we have to



           7       receive a petition in order to do that.  So this is the legal



           8       process.



           9                 We have in the past removed a few woody debris



          10       piles or dams of trees, and the townships have kind of



          11       contributed to that cost to remove those, but technically I



          12       have no easements, and it's not part of a run-off course, nor



          13       is it under my jurisdiction.



          14                 So that's -- if you've seen us in the past go in



          15       there, that was for emergency work, and we can do that under



          16       the Drain Code under an emergency, but we've got to make sure



          17       we have property owners' permission, and the other part is



          18       who's paying for it, and the city of Zeeland and Holland



          19       Township have agreed to pay for some of that woody debris



          20       removal.



          21                 So some of you have seen us in there in the past,



          22       we have been in there, and -- but it's not like a routine



          23       maintenance or it's not under my jurisdiction.  It's just for



          24       emergency purposes only, so I just want to make that clear.



          25                 That's not -- I've heard rumors of we're here
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           1       because we did the work.  That's not why we're here.  We're



           2       here because I received a petition and I have to act on that



           3       petition.  So, and again, I appreciate everyone Zooming in to



           4       learn about this process.



           5                 So, with the Board of Determination, I have to



           6       appoint a three-panel board, and these three-panel board



           7       members have no affiliation or properties within this drain



           8       district or this particular township, so -- that this drain



           9       district is in.



          10                 But I picked three panel board -- these are not



          11       like Holland Township board members or Zeeland City Council



          12       members.  These are three people that have great knowledge



          13       and experience in drain law, drainage, how this process



          14       works, public testimony, how public meetings run, and they



          15       hear both sides of the story.



          16                 We're here today to make sure that there's issues



          17       that maybe we don't know about, and this is your time to



          18       bring those up so we're aware of those.  We do know there's a



          19       lot of trees in the drain.  We know there's erosion issues.



          20       We know a lot of those issues exist today, and there's an



          21       engineer that will do an engineer's presentation.



          22                 Some people are asking about the, and I'm trying to



          23       get some of these questions out of the way, well, I don't



          24       know if I'm in the watershed, I'm not sure if I'm in the



          25       drain district, and he'll go through that on the preliminary
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           1       work.  This is all preliminary just because I have to hold



           2       it, again based on Drain Code.



           3                 We do have legal counsel here today, and I'll do a



           4       -- I'll do the Board of Determination members' introductions,



           5       and then I'll go through who else is joining us today.  But



           6       as soon as I give the three gentlemen the oath who



           7       participated in our -- or who I appointed to participate in



           8       this public hearing, I'll give them the oath, they will run



           9       the meeting, and they will -- you'll see by the agenda that's



          10       posted, this is kind of how it goes.  I give the oath, they



          11       do the election of secretary and chairperson, and then the



          12       rules for public comment.



          13                 My only comment is that the board that I appoint



          14       ask me questions, but otherwise, they run the -- they run the



          15       Board of Determination.  This is a determination of necessity



          16       to be under my jurisdiction at some point.  So that's what



          17       they do.  That's their role and function of the board.



          18                 So I just wanted to get some of those early



          19       questions that I've been getting asked a lot out of the way.



          20       Again, we have no costs, we don't have a project, and we're



          21       here to basically hear what the public has to say about their



          22       situation, or maybe they feel like they're not in, and the



          23       engineer can always go out and reevaluate the district later



          24       after.  But we would rather over-notice than under-notice.



          25       Because if we under-notice, then that becomes a bigger
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           1       problem.  So we like to over-notice.



           2                 Maybe you're not in if you're on the boundary, but



           3       again, it's one of those safe measures that I would rather do



           4       it more than not enough, because then that becomes a problem



           5       later.



           6                 So again, I appreciate everybody's time.  I'm going



           7       to do some presentations right -- or not presentations,



           8       introductions.  And so I've got Steve Koski.  This is all



           9       being recorded with Zoom, but we also have a court recorder,



          10       but Steve Koski is running the -- running the Zoom meeting.



          11       He's with our legal firm, Fahey Schultz.



          12                 And then you've got me, I'm Joe Bush, the Water



          13       Resources Commissioner or the Drain Commissioner it used to



          14       be called, but same -- same title, or same positions, just a



          15       different title.



          16                 Then we have Stacy Hissong.  She is also from Fahey



          17       Schultz.  And then we have Dawn, and she is our court



          18       recorder, and everything is word for word.  And she's going



          19       to try her best.  Make sure to speak loudly.  I know with the



          20       Zoom and technology, it can be difficult.  At times, you



          21       don't hear everything, but -- and this is not required by law



          22       to have a court recorder, but I do it to protect you, the



          23       citizens, and us, just 5 years from now or 10 years, if we



          24       want to go back and read the minutes of our Zoom Board of



          25       Determination, then we can go back and reference a time, a
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           1       place, and what was said.  That's definitely been helpful.



           2                 I've been doing this since I got elected.  Every



           3       single Board of Determination is court recorded.  It



           4       definitely solves a lot of problems down the road, and it



           5       definitely is helpful, even for the residents that maybe go



           6       back and read them.  They're always on-line.  It takes about



           7       four to six weeks or so to get those in our hands, and then



           8       we post them on our website at miottawa.org.  Go under Water



           9       Resources Commissioner and then go under minutes and you'll



          10       see that Board of Determination.



          11                 So again, everything is court recorded, so when you



          12       do speak at public testimony, make sure you speak loudly,



          13       your name, address, and kind of go slow just so she can keep



          14       up, because sometimes technology, it goes faster than what,



          15       you know, than your mouth, just because -- or there could be



          16       a delay.  So just help her out a little bit so she can pick



          17       up on it.



          18                 Then we have Bill Cargo, he's -- he's from Grand



          19       Haven Township.  He is the manager over at Grand Haven



          20       Township.  And then we have Ken Souter who is actually in our



          21       office, but he's on there.  He's retired from the Ottawa



          22       County Road Commission.  He was there 40 years in the



          23       engineering department.  And then we have Rich VanderKlok,



          24       and he is from Georgetown Township.  He's a board member over



          25       there.
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           1                 So again, these three gentlemen have no affiliation



           2       or properties within this drain district or do not sit on the



           3       city council or Holland Township or -- or have a property



           4       nearby.  So those are our three panel boards.



           5                 And I don't know if the road commission is with us.



           6       Usually they're on there with--  I don't see them.  And then



           7       also Dan Fredricks, he is with LRE Engineering, and he'll do



           8       the presentation.  He's been out there.  He's kind of been on



           9       the -- on the ground.  So, again, he can kind of go through



          10       where we're at with the drain district and what he saw out



          11       there when he took some pictures.  And like I said, he'll



          12       have a presentation later.



          13                 Steve, I don't see the road commission anywhere so



          14       I'm not sure if they're joining us, but usually the road



          15       commission joins us on these as well.  But I'm going to go



          16       ahead and give the three gentlemen the oath.  Gentlemen, if



          17       you'll please --



          18                 ATTORNEY STACY HISSONG:  Joe?



          19                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Yeah.



          20                 ATTORNEY STACY HISSONG:  Joe, before you do that --



          21                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Okay.



          22                 ATTORNEY STACY HISSONG:  -- would it be okay if



          23       Steve Koski kind of gives an overview --



          24                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Oh, yeah.



          25                 ATTORNEY STACY HISSONG:  -- that's required about
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           1       the executive order?



           2                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Yeah, that will be



           3       fine.



           4                 ATTORNEY STACY HISSONG:  Thank you.



           5                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Yep.



           6                 ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI:  Okay.  Just let me pull it



           7       up here.  So just, again, welcome everybody this morning to



           8       the Board of Determination meeting.  The reason this is being



           9       held electronically on Zoom is obviously everybody's dealing



          10       with the COVID-19 issues, and this is just another -- another



          11       result of that.  So there's the Governor of Michigan's



          12       executive orders and applicable Federal and state agency



          13       recommendations related to the public health emergency.



          14                 We will make every effort to ensure full



          15       participation and transparency for those in attendance, and



          16       as Joe mentioned, this is being recorded on here, so -- and



          17       then we also do have a Court Reporter.



          18                 So if either the Court Reporter or myself thinks



          19       something was not clear, we may ask you to -- to repeat what



          20       you said or, you know, sometimes there's connection issues,



          21       so if we do that, that's the reason why.  We just want to



          22       make sure that everything is stated for the record.



          23                 With respect to those from the public that are in



          24       attendance, we ask that you remain muted during the meeting,



          25       and this is just because if too many people have their
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           1       microphones on, there can be background noise and it can be



           2       hard for board members and other people to hear what's going



           3       on.



           4                 So, you'll probably notice already that I -- I



           5       muted some people already as they came on, so it's obviously



           6       nothing personal, it's just the way we're -- the way we're



           7       trying to handle it so everybody can participate.



           8                 When -- there will be a period for public comments,



           9       and our recommendation to the board, whoever the chairperson



          10       is, will be for us to help facilitate that.



          11                 We -- you can indicate that, for members of the



          12       public, can indicate that they would like to participate by



          13       raising their hand, and there's an option to do that if you



          14       go to the participants' list on your computer, there is, at



          15       the bottom right, there is an option that says raise your



          16       hand, and so when you do that, there will be a hand, a small



          17       hand icon that appears next to your name, and so that will



          18       indicate to me that you would like to speak.  So, then once



          19       we get to the public comment period, we will call people in



          20       the order that they raised their hand.



          21                 If you're calling in by telephone, you can also



          22       fully participate as well.  The -- the option for raising



          23       your hand on your telephone is done by dialing star 9, and so



          24       if you dial star 9, it will show me next to your phone number



          25       that you would like to participate as well.  And again, I
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           1       will call on people in that order.



           2                 There's also a chat function that is on here, and



           3       obviously that -- that's on the bottom as well on your



           4       computer screen, and so that -- the chat allows you just to



           5       speak with me, the host, and you can let me know in there if



           6       you're having any issues, but you can also use that to make a



           7       public comment if you would like.  I can read that for you if



           8       you would prefer to do it that way.



           9                 I would just say that if you would like your



          10       comment read, you have to include your name and your address



          11       with that comment so that it can be entered for the record.



          12                 And for anybody else that is giving public comment,



          13       when I do call on you or the chair calls on you and says it's



          14       your time to speak, I will just ask that you give your name



          15       and address for the court recorder and for the record prior



          16       to giving your comments.



          17                 If you experience connection issues while you're on



          18       here, the -- for a computer, especially we recommend that you



          19       just leave the meeting and try to log back in.  Sometimes



          20       that can solve a lot of issues, audio or video issues.  And



          21       if you're unable to -- to reconnect by a computer, we would



          22       recommend that you use the -- a telephone and call in with



          23       the -- with the number that was on your notice.



          24                 For the board members, we will obviously pause the



          25       meeting if a board member loses their connection, and we will
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           1       wait for them to try to log back in.  And if they are unable



           2       to reconnect on their computer, then we will have -- we will



           3       help them call into the meeting with their telephones so that



           4       they can participate.



           5                 So at that point -- at this point, I will go over



           6       the participation steps again prior to -- prior to the -- to



           7       the public comment portion.  So you don't have to try to



           8       remember everything I said, I will go over that again.  So at



           9       this point, I'll turn it back over to the chair -- or to Joe,



          10       actually.



          11                 ATTORNEY STACY HISSONG:  One -- a couple more



          12       things before that.  So we have 68 participants so far.



          13       Steve and I have assisted drain commissioners with probably



          14       three dozen of these so far, I think, this year, since the



          15       executive order has been in place.



          16                 Our recommendation to the board as to public



          17       comment is that we assist the board chair with the public



          18       comment.  We have one person right now, Sondra, who has her



          19       hand open -- or hand raised.  When people raise their hands,



          20       it automatically puts them in the order they raised their



          21       hands for speaking purposes, so if we are assisting the board



          22       with that, we will put a timer up for whatever length of time



          23       the board sets for the speaking time, and then we -- so we



          24       recommend that the process that Steve Koski went through be



          25       the process for public comment, and also that -- that
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           1       everyone be allowed to speak once before a person is allowed



           2       to speak for a second time during the public comment.  Thank



           3       you.



           4                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Are you good,



           5       Steve?



           6                 ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI:  Yep.  Okay.  I think we're



           7       all set.



           8                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  All right.  We'll



           9       go ahead and get going.  I know people are busy and -- and we



          10       can forward this meeting.  Gentlemen, please rise and raise



          11       your right hand.



          12                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDERKLOK:  Shall I stay seated



          13       since I will rise on the picture?



          14                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Yeah, that's fine.



          15                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDERKLOK:  Okay.



          16                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  All right.  And



          17       then, gentlemen, I'll go ahead and give you the oath now.



          18                 Do you each solemnly swear that you will faithfully



          19       perform and discharge the duties imposed upon you as required



          20       by law as members of the Board of Determination appointed by



          21       the Ottawa County Water Resources Commissioner to determine



          22       the necessity for maintenance and improvement of the Number



          23       52 drain located in the city of Holland, city of Zeeland,



          24       Holland Charter Township and Zeeland Charter Township in said



          25       county?  Gentleman, what do you say?
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           1                 MEMBERS OF BOARD OF DETERMINATION:  I shall.  We



           2       do.



           3                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Thank you.



           4                 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO:  The first thing we need



           5       to do is we need to elect a chair and then we need to elect a



           6       secretary.  Is there a motion to elect the chair?



           7                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDERKLOK:  I would make the



           8       motion to elect Bill Cargo as chair.



           9                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  I'll second that motion.



          10                 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARGO:  We have a motion by Rich,



          11       supported by Ken, to elect Cargo as a chair of this Board of



          12       Determination.  All in favor say, "aye."



          13                 MEMBERS OF BOARD OF DETERMINATION:  Aye.



          14                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  And that passes



          15       unanimously.  Next I will make a motion to elect Ken Souter



          16       as the secretary.  Do I have support?



          17                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDERKLOK:  I will support that



          18       motion.



          19                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Okay.  We have



          20       support from Rich.  Motion by Bill, supported by Rich to



          21       elect Ken as secretary, all in favor, say "aye."



          22                 MEMBERS OF BOARD OF DETERMINATION:  Aye.



          23                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  And that also passes



          24       unanimously.  At this stage, and I need to see the agenda,



          25       there it is, we also talk at this stage about the role and
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           1       function of the Board of Determination.  I think we've



           2       already done that with the drain commissioner talking about



           3       that, or excuse me, the Water Resources Commissioner.



           4                 Joe, was there anything you would like to add



           5       talking about the role and function of the board, or is there



           6       anything that your attorney would like to add to that?



           7                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  I'm good on my



           8       end.



           9                 ATTORNEY STACY HISSONG:  Yeah, so --



          10                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDERKLOK:  Mr. Chairman, do we



          11       need to do -- say any more about the rules of public comment



          12       or did Steve already cover that?



          13                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Nope, he did.  I



          14       forgot.  I am also going to make a motion that we limit



          15       public comments to three minutes for public participants.



          16                 We're doing this because you can summarize War and



          17       Peace in about three minutes, and so we're hoping that the



          18       public, when they make comments, will summarize their



          19       comments to what they see as important.  So I will make a



          20       motion to limit public comments to three minutes.  Do I have



          21       support for that motion?



          22                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  I'll second it.



          23                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Okay, there's a



          24       motion by Bill, supported by Ken, to limit public comments to



          25       three minutes for public participants.  All in favor, say
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           1       "aye."



           2                 MEMBERS OF BOARD OF DETERMINATION:  Aye.



           3                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  And that again



           4       passes unanimously.  Then I'll go back.  Stacy, is there



           5       anything you would like to add to the role and function of



           6       the board that hasn't already been stated?



           7                 ATTORNEY STACY HISSONG:  No, I think just to very,



           8       very quickly summarize is that the purpose of the meeting is



           9       to determine whether maintenance and improvement of the



          10       Number 52 drain is necessary, and so the comments from the



          11       public should be as to whether an improvement project is



          12       necessary or not to assist the board in making the decision.



          13                 So, the Number 52 drain has been in existence with



          14       the special assessment district since 1896, and so one of the



          15       items that can be performed under maintenance and improvement



          16       is an extension of the drain.



          17                 There's an already existing water course that isn't



          18       established as part of the Number 52 that doesn't allow the



          19       drain office or the Water Resources office to automatically



          20       be able to do ongoing maintenance as it's needed, and so one



          21       of the requests in this maintenance and improvement petition



          22       is for that extension.  That is what Joe was referring to



          23       earlier today.



          24                 So what's most important after the engineer's



          25       presentation when the public makes comment is to let the
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           1       board know, inform the board about each of the property



           2       owners' drainage situation or experiences of what they've



           3       witnessed as the people who are there in the area every day



           4       to assist them in making their determination.



           5                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  I appreciate that.



           6       What I'm going to ask now is that the engineer whose first



           7       name is Dan?  Dan, would you give a presentation about the



           8       proposed drainage district and what you have found?  And he's



           9       muted.



          10                 ENGINEER DAN FREDRICKS:  All right.  Can everybody



          11       hear me now?



          12                 MEMBERS OF BOARD OF DETERMINATION:  Yes, we can.



          13                 ENGINEER DAN FREDRICKS:  All right.  My name is Dan



          14       Fredricks.  I'm with Land and Resource Engineering.  And we



          15       did do a preliminary field reconnaissance to review some of



          16       the complaints that we've heard from residents out there and



          17       to get some photographic evidence to present to the board



          18       some of the issues that people are reported.



          19                 I am going to share my screen.  Can everybody see



          20       that?



          21                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Yes, we can see it.



          22                 ENGINEER DAN FREDRICKS:  Okay.  Great.  We're going



          23       to start off with a little -- just give you a little overview



          24       here of the presentation, talk in a little bit more detail of



          25       why we're here, do a brief drain overview, drain history,
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           1       look at the areas of concerns, some of the drainage issues,



           2       and then we can go on to what happens next.



           3                 So as Joe originally alluded to, the Ottawa County



           4       Water Resources Commissioner's office received a petition



           5       from 11 freeholders of land to make -- to maintain or improve



           6       the Number 52 drain in accordance with Chapter 8 of the



           7       Michigan Drain Code.



           8                 The real area of concern, I'll pull some maps here



           9       in a second, is actually just downstream or south of the



          10       Number 52 drain along what's currently Noordeloos Creek



          11       which, as Joe said, is a natural water course at this point.



          12       It does not have a county drain easement or jurisdiction over



          13       that, so the request was to extend the Number 52 downstream



          14       -- downstream through the Noordeloos Creek to specifically



          15       help to alleviate flooding in Sections 23 and 24 of Holland



          16       Township and Zeeland Township.



          17                 This area is around 104th between roughly James



          18       Street to the north and then south towards -- past Business,



          19       south of Business -- I-90 -- Business Route I-96.



          20                 So, the Michigan Drain Code mandates as part of the



          21       petition process that we must hold a Board of Determination.



          22       As Joe said, that's three disinterested gentlemen here that



          23       are become going to make the decision, based on public



          24       testimony, on whether the project is necessary and conducive



          25       to public health, welfare or convenience.
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           1                 So, we're going to give our presentation here of



           2       just some of the things that we saw and then we're going to



           3       open up to public comment and get that testimony firsthand on



           4       whether or not the project is necessary.



           5                 So, overview of the Number 52 drain, the



           6       establishment and process of the Number 52 goes back to 1893,



           7       and we think that it officially became a drain in 1896.  It



           8       is a tributary to Noordeloos Creek.



           9                 This figure that we have here on the right side,



          10       can you guys see my little cursor, my little hand --



          11                 MEMBERS OF BOARD OF DETERMINATION:  Yeah.  Uh-huh.



          12                 ENGINEER DAN FREDRICKS:  So, the dashed dotted line



          13       right here, that's the current drainage district off the



          14       Number 52 drain.  That's essentially, in this case, the



          15       watershed, so any lands within this dotted drain -- dotted



          16       area are ultimately going to convey water into the Number 52



          17       drain.



          18                 The Number 52 drain is this solid black line that



          19       starts here north of Greenly Street, goes primarily south,



          20       past Riley, and then goes kind of due east across 120 --



          21       112th to make its way into Noordeloos Creek.  Noordeloos



          22       Creek is this kind of gray, meandering line over here.



          23                 So right now from drain district established point,



          24       this is the drainage -- this is the established drainage



          25       district, and what we're looking to do as part of this
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           1       project is actually establish an easement, and it meets the



           2       Noordeloos Creek going downstream or south of the Number 52



           3       drain, an established county drain as well.



           4                 There's, within the watershed, the Number 52



           5       itself, it's a developing watershed I'll call it.  It's



           6       agricultural lands that are being converted more into



           7       residential, so the upper watershed north of Greenly still



           8       has a lot of agricultural lands, and then when you start



           9       getting into south of Greenly, you get more residential



          10       developments that have been occurring over the last 30 years



          11       or so.  But again, what we're really looking at here is



          12       extending this drain.



          13                 So, now you can see this -- kind of the shape of



          14       the drainage district here right comes just south of Quincy



          15       Street and then connecting into the Noordeloos Creek just



          16       east of 112th and south of Riley Street.



          17                 So, on this next slide, all this -- this area up



          18       here that I'm kind of circling around in the upper left



          19       corner, the northwest corner of the district, this is all



          20       what is right now the Number 52 drain, and then this yellow



          21       area is associated Number 52 drain drainage district.



          22                 And if the petition were to be found necessary, the



          23       idea would be to go through Noordeloos Creek and extend the



          24       drain all the way down to the Macatawa River or the -- that's



          25       also known as the Black Creek of Zeeland drain so that
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           1       maintenance can be performed along Noordeloos Creek so that



           2       it provides an adequate outlet for not only the Number 52



           3       drain, but various city storm sewers, natural water courses,



           4       and established county drains such as you've got the Cedar



           5       Creek drain here north of Business Route 1-96, kind of on the



           6       eastern side of this notice -- notice area.



           7                 You've got the Number 4 and Number 43 drain which



           8       goes to the southeast past I-96, I-196.  Then you've got the



           9       Number 3 drain which is kind of south of the Number 52 and



          10       picks up some of this 112th and James Street area.



          11                 So, what we did for notifications purposes, knowing



          12       that this is a petition for the Number 52 drain but the area



          13       of impact is going to be a lot larger, we -- we sent out a



          14       lot larger noticing area.  So all this area you see in yellow



          15       is what is the noticing area.



          16                 We're not going to make a determination today of



          17       what the actual drainage district is going to be, but



          18       definitely people within this area would be impacted by, if



          19       you're living along Noordeloos Creek, there may be a request



          20       for an easement as the drain is established, work may be



          21       occurring along -- along Noordeloos Creek near your property,



          22       so we wanted to make sure that we were notifying the proper



          23       people to be at this meeting as this petition could include



          24       not only improving the Number 52 drain, but extending it or



          25       adding a branch to the Number 52 drain down what is now known
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           1       as the Noordeloos Creek.



           2                 So, as far as establishing what would be a new



           3       drainage district, that will -- that will happen later.  If



           4       this is determined necessary, there will be another day of



           5       review where people can go in and see who's been added to the



           6       drainage district, who's been removed.  In some areas, that's



           7       possible as well.  But we're not going to make a decision of



           8       what the drainage district is today.



           9                 The drainage district, a lot of times, will follow



          10       the -- the watershed, the contributing drainage area that



          11       goes to the drain, but ultimately for the drain code, it's



          12       based on benefits derived.  And in this case right here,



          13       we're looking at establishing Noordeloos Creek downstream or



          14       south of Number 52 drain, so all these -- and doing direct



          15       work in these areas to provide an adequate outlet for all the



          16       different city, storm sewer, the established existing drains



          17       that I talked about going to that area.



          18                 So, for noticing purposes, again, if you got a



          19       notice for this, it means that you may or may not be



          20       ultimately in the final drainage district, but we want to



          21       make you aware of the process, what's going on.



          22                 So, going back to the heart of the matter, why



          23       we're here today is drainage issues to discuss.  Primarily



          24       what we're looking for is issues related to public health,



          25       convenience or welfare.
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           1                 Within the watershed, as I talked about before,



           2       within this larger area within Holland Township and the city



           3       of Zeeland, there's been obviously in the last hundred years



           4       or so a significant amount of land use conversion or



           5       development.



           6                 Any time you get a development from going to a



           7       forested state to agricultural, there's going to be changes



           8       to the amount of runoff and the drainage patterns, and then



           9       when you take that next step, going from agricultural lands



          10       to higher residential development or commercial development,



          11       increase imperviousness, you get more runoff into these



          12       streams such as Noordeloos Creek, it gets flash flood zones



          13       which means when you get a rainfall, the water spikes, it



          14       gets higher, it floods -- floods a larger area.



          15                 So, that's kind of one of the things that we're



          16       battling in general within this area.  But specific points



          17       related to public health, welfare and convenience are --



          18       we've seen roadway overtopping and flooding, so when you



          19       start getting flooded roads, we talk about impacts,



          20       difficulties for emergency access vehicles to be able to get



          21       to properties.



          22                 One of the main things that we can see out here and



          23       Joe alluded to is the amount of woody debris obstructions,



          24       specifically at the pinch points where we have rough bridges,



          25       bridge crossings and things like that, that's kind of your
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           1       natural hydraulic constriction, and when you get these trees



           2       falling into the drain and then log jams forming in these



           3       areas, it can really exacerbate flooding upstream in both



           4       areas.



           5                 And then the other thing that we're seeing which is



           6       in part due to the -- the changing hydrology of the watershed



           7       is increased amounts of bank erosion, which then creates



           8       additional sediment and attached nutrients, which get



           9       conveyed to the stream system, and then as sediment builds up



          10       in the stream system, that can create sediment bars which can



          11       obstruct flow and create further flooding as well.



          12                 So, this was mid-May.  This was May 18th when we



          13       were out there.  So the storm event in this case right here,



          14       these are photos from May 18th, but it started on May 17th at



          15       the highest -- highest rains -- or highest flood levels.



          16       This is -- so this is after the water levels are receding but



          17       you still have flooding at 104th Avenue.



          18                 So, this first photograph is 104th Avenue, is onto



          19       the right.  Alice Avenue is just to the left of that right



          20       there.  Again, this is -- this is below the peak flow, but



          21       you can see that 104th Avenue is inundated and flooded with



          22       water.



          23                 As we look downstream of 104th Avenue to the right,



          24       you can see the whole -- you can't even make out where the



          25       exact channel is there.  Again, you're getting a lot of
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           1       flooding in those areas.



           2                 Further, this is looking more upstream or east of



           3       104th Avenue right here.  Again, you can see flooding in



           4       close proximity.  And this is, again, after the highest --



           5       highest flood levels but when we were out there during the



           6       day after the biggest rain intensity, again flooding very



           7       close to properties within the Noordeloos Creek area.



           8                 This is a map right here from FEMA that shows the



           9       100-year floodplain within this kind of area of concern



          10       within these Sections 22 and 23 of Holland Township.



          11                 So, one thing that you can know right here that I



          12       talked about before is you'll see that -- you can see the



          13       restrictions that we're going to end up talking about in a



          14       little more detail, but here's a railroad crossing to the



          15       north, you got Chicago Drive, you got 104th Avenue crossing,



          16       you've got I-90 -- 1-96 crossing, and then those are going to



          17       be the areas where if we start getting log jams, that can



          18       really exacerbate flood problems.



          19                 Now, some of these areas such as just upstream or



          20       to the east of 104th Avenue, there are areas near Alice



          21       Avenue and just east of 104th Avenue where, you know, these



          22       areas are constructed very close to the 100-year floodplain,



          23       or within the 100-year floodplain, so back yard flooding like



          24       we're seeing right there is going to happen, but what we want



          25       to do is make sure that we're taking all measures to reduce
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           1       the amount of flooding and potential flooding as much as



           2       possible.



           3                 So, we talked about woody debris.  We're going to



           4       say that there's -- there's bad obstructions and there's good



           5       obstructions.  This photo on the left, this is the railroad



           6       bridge just north of Chicago Drive, so right where I've got



           7       my hand kind of scrolling around here.  You can see log jams.



           8       This is just a prone -- prone area, or because it has two



           9       different bays in here and this little center pier, it's



          10       going to -- it's going to be prone to collecting woody debris



          11       and log jams.



          12                 And obviously, as you can see, if you start



          13       stacking up logs that are restricting the culvert capacity by



          14       maybe half, and we already know that these areas are prone to



          15       flooding, any woody debris on top of that is only going to



          16       exacerbate these -- these -- these areas.  So when we have



          17       critical infrastructure such as roads, streams, crossings, we



          18       want to make sure that we're removing log jams from those



          19       areas.



          20                 A minor amount of imbedded woody debris in the



          21       banks or so long as it's not obstructing flow, that's good



          22       because that does add complexity and improves habitat within



          23       the stream system, but it's really when it becomes a



          24       potential interference with flooding where it becomes an



          25       issue that we need to take care of.
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           1                 Here's going further, so starting kind of up here



           2       by Chicago Drive and then moving down, further downstream,



           3       this is along 10600 Paw Paw Drive.  It's on the -- near the



           4       Vollink property.  And this is kind of representative of a



           5       lot of Noordeloos Creek.  You'll see erosion, downed trees, a



           6       tree falls down, that diverts flows, creates additional



           7       erosion.  You also see sedimentation, bar buildup, erosions



           8       going on in through there.  Again, once you start getting a



           9       few of these log jams and it builds up, it can really



          10       exacerbate the flooding problems within the area.



          11                 This is going further downstream within the Paw Paw



          12       Park area, again another here, it's just a pedestrian



          13       crossing, but you can see again prone to woody debris buildup



          14       in there as well.



          15                 This is actually along the Number 52 drain itself,



          16       so this is woody debris and vegetation to -- to a smaller



          17       level, but even within that, the Number 52 drain itself, it



          18       could definitely stand to have some tree management and



          19       vegetation removal just to make sure that the flow is being



          20       optimized and hydraulic capacity of that is being optimized



          21       as much as possible.



          22                 You can kind of just see right here on this picture



          23       to the right, when you get some of this thicker vegetation



          24       growing within the channel, that that can really obstruct



          25       flow, the flow of water to drain storm events.







                                         27

�









           1                 So erosion, that's another prevalent thing we're



           2       seeing along the drain in part because this is a developing



           3       watershed, and as you get flashier flows more frequently,



           4       nature is going to carve itself out a deeper channel.



           5                 So you can -- on the picture to the left, you see



           6       basically typical bank erosion, and then on the right, this



           7       is generally what happens, you get the erosion, it starts



           8       carving itself out a wider area, but then you can see this



           9       big sediment load being deposited as well, and that can



          10       reduce the capacity of the stream channel and exacerbate



          11       flooding problems.



          12                 Here, again, we're looking at more areas.  These



          13       are a couple of photos near people's back yards.  In addition



          14       to excess sediment to the channel, you also have land loss of



          15       people's properties.  That becomes especially concerning if



          16       you have a house that's very near to the drain that could be



          17       potentially impacted by this erosion.  But again, these are



          18       just a few examples of some of the bank erosion that we're



          19       seeing along the drain itself.



          20                 So that's a brief overview of -- of some of the



          21       things we've seen here.  And just kind of going into what



          22       happens next, this is where we really want to open up the



          23       public testimony and hear your concerns along the drain, and



          24       then ultimately we're going to leave it up to the Board of



          25       Determination to decide whether or not the petition is
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           1       necessary.



           2                 If the board finds the petition is not necessary,



           3       then the projects ceases immediately, no additional action is



           4       taken, and a petition cannot be heard along the Number 52



           5       drain for another 12 months.



           6                 If the Board of Determination finds that the



           7       petition is necessary, then we will proceed -- proceed with a



           8       project scope.  As Joe alluded to in the beginning, we don't



           9       know what that scope would be.  We have not done any real



          10       intense engineering study at this time, no topographic



          11       survey.  Again, we're not going to get the cart way before



          12       the horse and spend a lot of money if this project is



          13       determined not necessary.



          14                 Ultimately, we want to hear from the people to make



          15       that decision on whether they feel the project is necessary



          16       or not.  But if the project is determined necessary, we



          17       complete that engineering design, we do additional



          18       topographic surveys, we'd meet with property owners who are



          19       having concerns out there, really identify these problems



          20       areas, and then evaluate alternatives to most cost



          21       effectively address these issues.



          22                 If we do extend the drain down Noordeloos Creek,



          23       we're going to have to get easements along every bit of



          24       Noordeloos Creek that we establish as the county drain.



          25       We'll have to get permits from the Department of
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           1       Environmental Quality Great Lakes and Energy, known as EGLE,



           2       to do any work within Noordeloos Creek since it is currently



           3       a natural stream system.



           4                 And then once we have a project design, all



           5       easements and permits in place, we'll actually then bid a



           6       project out to qualified contractors, and the lowest



           7       qualified contractor, lowest priced bid that we receive would



           8       be awarded the project.



           9                 At that point, we would go and hold a day of review



          10       which is when we'll have all the actual costs determined,



          11       we'll have that drainage district established at that point,



          12       and you'll be re-notified again as to what your -- your



          13       assessment will be, and then you'll have the ability to



          14       appeal that as well at that time.



          15                 And then once we get through this whole process, if



          16       the petition is found necessary, we'll actually construct a



          17       project.  So there is quite a few steps we've got to get



          18       through after today before we can implement any actual work.



          19                 So, with that, I'd like to open up to any questions



          20       the board may have, or the public will be here, so thank you.



          21                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Appreciate that.



          22       First, I'm going to turn it over to ask Rich, do you have any



          23       questions of the engineer?



          24                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDERKLOK:  No, I do not.



          25                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Ken, do you have any
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           1       questions of the engineer at this stage?



           2                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  At this moment, I do



           3       not.



           4                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Okay.  Dan, I do



           5       have a few questions.  First, did I understand that this



           6       proposed Noordeloos Creek drain or the -- I guess it's going



           7       to be called the Number 52 drain if it is determined to be



           8       necessary, does it exist between different county drains?



           9       Does it empty into a county drain?



          10                 ENGINEER DAN FREDRICKS:  Well, it does actually



          11       empty into the Macatawa River which at that part is



          12       established as the Black Creek of Zeeland drain.



          13                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  So is it unusual



          14       that you would have a segment where it is taking -- you have



          15       this Number 52 proposed drain, is it unusual that you would



          16       have this section of water course in between drains?  You



          17       have drains north of it, you have drains south of it, but



          18       this little section is not part of the county drain, that



          19       seems unusual to me.  Is that to you, based on your



          20       experience?



          21                 ENGINEER DAN FREDRICKS:  Well, I mean given that



          22       Noordeloos Creek was a natural water course, not -- not



          23       necessarily.  Again, you've got Number 52 drain and some of



          24       these other drains, like the Cedar Drain, since there was a



          25       natural water course there, especially if you go back to like
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           1       the 1890's they were putting in and trying to basically drain



           2       lands to put in agricultural production, they're going to



           3       take that land down to the natural water -- waterway, in this



           4       case the stream at Noordeloos Creek and, you know, have that



           5       at the outlet.



           6                 So, in this case, not necessarily.  Usually you're



           7       taking it because there is this natural outlet.



           8                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Okay.  I appreciate



           9       that.  Also, before we open it up for public comments, I will



          10       have Steve make a presentation again about how the public may



          11       comment.



          12                 Is there anybody here from the city of Zeeland that



          13       would like to make a comment?



          14                 MR. TIM KLUNDER:  This is Tim Klunder from the city



          15       of Zeeland.  I have no comments at this time.



          16                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Okay.  And I'm going



          17       to do the same for Holland Charter Township.  Is there



          18       anybody from Holland Charter Township that would like to make



          19       a comment?  (No response.)



          20                 Okay.  And then again, I'm going to also ask is



          21       there anybody here from the Ottawa County Road Commission



          22       that would like to make a comment?  (No response.)



          23                 And hearing none, I'm going to turn this over to



          24       Steve.  Steve, would you review briefly again the -- how the



          25       public could make public comments, say, in the time limits?
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           1                 ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI:  Yes.  Thank you, Mr. Chair.



           2       So again, the board decided on a three-minute public comment



           3       time period.  So I will put up a three-minute timer.  And



           4       that -- the time still will be the board's to enforce, so I



           5       won't do that, but I will be able to display for the board



           6       when the three minutes has been reached.



           7                 In terms of participating, and some people are



           8       already doing it, there is the raise your hand option on



           9       here.  That is the -- the best way to -- to give comment if



          10       you want to so that I can see that you would like to



          11       participate.



          12                 I will call on people in the order that they have



          13       their hands raised.  And then at that point, I will look to



          14       the chat function as well.  And the people, if they want to



          15       make a comment in the chat, and again some people have



          16       already, I just ask that you put your -- your name and



          17       address with your comment in the chat so that I can read that



          18       into the record and so that the court recorder can have that



          19       -- your information associated with that.



          20                 Again, for -- to raise your hand, for people on



          21       your computer, it is the raise your hand button that you'll



          22       find at the bottom right of the participant's list, when you



          23       open the participant's list.  And for those of you calling in



          24       by phone, you dial star 9.  And once you dial star 9, that



          25       will indicate that -- that you would like to participate.
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           1                 So, at this point, I am going to bring up the timer



           2       we have here.



           3                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  And while Steve does



           4       that, I will have Steve call the public participants in the



           5       order of which they have asked, and Steve, this is a



           6       reminder, when the public does make comments, I ask the



           7       public to again give your name and your address.



           8                 Steve, you can take it from here.



           9                 ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI:  Okay.  Thank you.  And I



          10       will also keep, Mr. Chair, I'll keep track of, to make sure



          11       that we have first-time commenters, and we'll go through the



          12       first -- the round of people, first-time comments, and then



          13       if people are indicating they have repeat comments, I will



          14       turn it over to the board to decide how you want to handle



          15       that.



          16                 Okay.  So the first commenter is Sondra Kehrwecker.



          17       Sondra, if you could unmute yourself and introduce yourself,



          18       your name and address for the record?



          19                 MS. KAREN KEHRWECKER:  Yes, my name is Karen



          20       Kehrwecker.  I'm on my daughter's computer.  We live on



          21       Franklin Street in Zeeland.  I'm on the outskirts of your



          22       boundary there for your drain, and I just want to say that we



          23       do not have water and sewer with the city.  We have our own



          24       well, our own septic system.



          25                 And when Holland Township put the road through on







                                         34

�









           1       Franklin Street, there's a building across the street that



           2       does have water and sewer, but when they put the road



           3       through, they flanged it to my property, so I'm actually



           4       dealing with my own water, the water from the drain.  I don't



           5       believe we go into the drain.



           6                 You only have three houses on Franklin Street, and



           7       I wish when you look at the boundaries again you would



           8       exclude us as I don't feel we're part of it.  The building on



           9       the other side is, but we're not.  So that's my only



          10       question.  Thank you.



          11                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  I appreciate that,



          12       and Dan, the engineer, will be making notes on this.  When



          13       they do determine the more specific boundaries, they will --



          14       they will look your property.



          15                 MS. KAREN KEHRWECKER:  I think sometimes it's



          16       confusing being in the township but still being part of



          17       Zeeland, and there's only the three houses on Franklin



          18       Street.  So thank you.



          19                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Thank you.  Steve,



          20       next?



          21                 ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI:  Thank you.  The next comment



          22       is Kyle Mart.  Kyle, could you please unmute yourself and say



          23       your name and address for the record?



          24                 MR. KYLE MART:  Hello, this is Kyle Mart.  Can you



          25       see me?  Okay.  Yeah.  It says -- yeah, I'm from 104 -- I'm
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           1       on Chicago Drive, and I guess my biggest concern about all of



           2       this is kind of the assessment.  It just says that it's going



           3       to be determined at a later date, and that's kind of



           4       unnerving to me because I don't know what that's going to be.



           5                 I mean, okay, so like we got this -- I got this --



           6       this letter in the mail like a week ago when you guys had



           7       this thing, project all mapped out with all these different



           8       things, and you've been working on it for a while, but we --



           9       at least me, I don't know about everybody else, but I just



          10       heard about this just a week ago, and I kind of want to know



          11       how much it's going to cost before we jump into it.  I just



          12       think it's kind of premature.



          13                 I mean, just personally, being around town, I know



          14       that it's flooded in certain areas, but like the map looks



          15       pretty big for who -- who all is included.  Like I can -- I



          16       look at -- I'm looking at the flood zones, a flood zone map



          17       for Zeeland and it's a completely different area, and I don't



          18       know, it's just kind of like it's -- I don't know.  I feel



          19       like it's just a little bit soon to just go for this, just



          20       vote on something and then approve it, not knowing how much



          21       it's going to cost, because it seems like we just say, okay,



          22       it's a need, but I feel like cost is important, because,



          23       yeah, that's just my concerns.  I don't -- I don't have



          24       anything like written out.  If I had something prepared



          25       better, maybe it would be --
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           1                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  I do appreciate -- I



           2       do appreciate your comments, Kyle.  We are following state



           3       law, which the first step is to try to determine if there are



           4       problems, showing that there's a necessity for a project,



           5       before we spend public dollars trying to define the scope of



           6       the project and whether it does exist.



           7                 Stacy, the attorney for the Ottawa County Water



           8       Resources Commissioner, is there anything you would like to



           9       add?



          10                 ATTORNEY STACY HISSONG:  Yeah, so I think the chair



          11       explained it pretty well that the way the Drain Code is set



          12       up, and this is the process, often unpopular, because you are



          13       asking to comment on something where you don't know the



          14       amount of the project, but the process is set up so that we



          15       don't spend a lot of money on engineering before we move



          16       forward, because if we hear from people they aren't



          17       experiencing a problem, then -- then we don't want to



          18       engineer a proposed solution.



          19                 So we don't have information as to what the cost is



          20       yet because we really haven't done a lot.  You heard from the



          21       engineer that he went out and did a -- basically a



          22       reconnaissance inspection.  There's not really been



          23       engineering that would take place to find out how much it



          24       would cost, but that's the next step.



          25                 And Joe Bush, who's the Water Resources
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           1       Commissioner, has had -- has extensive experience in putting



           2       something to this -- like this together.  So what -- why --



           3       what will go into ensuring that it's affordable is working



           4       with the engineers and the permitting agencies to come up



           5       with the best solution to address people's problems, and then



           6       also working with the communities like the city of Zeeland



           7       and Holland Charter Township to ensure that it's affordable.



           8                 In those situations, they do help with the cost, as



           9       does the county helps with significant amount of the cost.



          10       And any time you have questions about it, Kyle, you can call



          11       the Water Resources Commissioner's office and they will be



          12       happy to provide information.



          13                 We just don't have a dollar amount for you today



          14       because one -- for two reasons.  One, we haven't done the



          15       engineering to know that, and two, the commissioner likes to



          16       solicit input at these types of meetings in order to know



          17       who's experiencing problems.



          18                 So we may hear from you, boy, I have a problem at



          19       my property that we didn't know about, and so we want that



          20       information to help us develop a project scope if it is found



          21       necessary.



          22                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  The other thing I



          23       would note is just for the public that these are considered



          24       to be shared public burdens.  This is something that



          25       everybody's water contributes or may be contributing to this







                                         38

�









           1       drain, and even though you may not have a problem because you



           2       live at the top of a hill, your water does flow downhill,



           3       that's engineering 101, and if there is an issue, then that



           4       would become a shared public burden, assuming there are



           5       problems and this is brought under the control of the county



           6       Water Resources Commissioner.



           7                 Steve, if you would go to the next person, I would



           8       appreciate it.



           9                 ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI:  Yes, the next comment is



          10       from Chuck DeJonge.  Chuck, if you could unmute yourself and



          11       state your name and address for the record?



          12                 MR. CHUCK DEJONGE:  Yeah, I live at 590 Riverbank



          13       Circle, Zeeland.  That's commonly known now as the Cottages



          14       at River Bend.  It's the new condo development at the



          15       intersection of 104th and Paw Paw.



          16                 The back side of our property borders along



          17       Noordeloos Creek from the Paw Paw foot bridge over to the



          18       104th culvert north of Alice where some of those pictures



          19       were taken.  We have about a quarter to a half mile frontage



          20       along that.  And if you look at that map, I wish I'd gotten



          21       sent that map instead of the one I got, it identifies that as



          22       the Cedar Drain.  The sign for Cedar Drain with the big blue



          23       X, that's where we are.



          24                 Now, that is a 24-unit development, which there's



          25       going to be four more occupied by the end of October and the
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           1       six remaining ones will be finished up by the end of 2021,



           2       somewhere around there, so that's kind of where we're at.



           3                 And what I'm curious about is a couple things.



           4       Number 1, did the engineer do any kind of study or any work



           5       at all of what the impact is of that new culvert that's been



           6       put in on Business Loop 1-96.  A lot of work going on down



           7       there, and that seems to be kind of a backup point.  That was



           8       the complaint when they put the new culvert in at 104th, was



           9       okay, you fixed the 104th.  Now you have to fix up Business



          10       Loop 1-96.



          11                 The other thing is that it sounds like from



          12       everything I've heard, that the city of Zeeland has been



          13       paying the drain commission already to take care of the Cedar



          14       Drain, and we certainly pay high enough taxes, we ought to



          15       get something, because we don't get much from the city.



          16                 So, I've gone there and talked with 10 to 14



          17       neighbors here, and all 10 are agreeing we're not really in



          18       favor of this if it means our taxes are going to go up,



          19       because the Zoom people aren't going to give us any money



          20       back, we know that.  So that's all I have to say about it.



          21       Thank you.



          22                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  I appreciate it.



          23       One of the things, you did ask a specific question as to



          24       whether an engineering study has been done with regard to any



          25       of the public roads or highways in the area, and the answer
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           1       is no, they have not done that at this stage.



           2                 At this stage, the Board of Determination is only



           3       determining whether there are problems that would require or



           4       recommend the involvement of the county Water Resources



           5       Commissioner, so I just want to emphasize that the engineer



           6       did state that previously but we'll emphasize it once again.



           7                 Steve, the next person?



           8                 MR. CHUCK DEJONGE:  From my --



           9                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  No, you're done.



          10       Chuck, you're done now.  Steve, would you move on?



          11                 ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI:  Yes, the next comment is



          12       from Christi Volink.  Christi, if you could unmute yourself



          13       and state your name and address for the record, please?



          14                 MR. GARY VOLLINK:  Hi, we are Christi and Gary



          15       Vollink.  We live at 10600 Paw Paw Drive, which is south of



          16       104th.  You've seen our picture of our back yard up on the



          17       screen.  At present, the bank is giving away and we are 22



          18       feet from our garage, so we're kind of in a critical mode



          19       here what to do.



          20                 We had a dam removed this spring.  The snow on the



          21       ground was on the bank yet and I had seen the bank.  The dam



          22       was removed, and the water dropped about eight inches to a



          23       foot, which I appreciate that Joe did that for us, went into



          24       Holland Township to do that.  So we've been there since '81



          25       and we see that the creek moves all the time, but I have
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           1       never seen it this bad where our bank is giving away and we



           2       are getting very close to our garage.



           3                 My question is to someone here, how long does this



           4       take, if it's approved, to go through this process.  There's



           5       several steps and how long does that take and that's --



           6       that's all I have to say.



           7                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  I'm going to ask the



           8       -- either Stacy, the attorney for the Water Resources



           9       Commissioner, or Joe, the Water Resources Commissioner, to



          10       give a brief statement on the typical amount of time it takes



          11       to decide whether there should be a project and the



          12       apportionment process.



          13                 ATTORNEY STACY HISSONG:  I'll give my stab at it,



          14       then I'll let Joe fill in.  So that's an excellent question.



          15       I'm going to give you a very lawyer-like answer.  It depends.



          16                 So a decision about whether a project will take



          17       place basically is today.  What that project is is going to



          18       take some time because a few things come into play.



          19                 One, the engineers are going to go out and do an



          20       actual survey, not just a site inspection but a survey, and



          21       then in order to establish something that's not established



          22       before as part of the county drain, two things have to



          23       happen, and this is the real time sucker, so to speak, and



          24       that's obtaining easements on either side of what we're going



          25       to establish, and then getting the EGLE permits to be able to
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           1       do the work.



           2                 And so we'll be doing those things at the same



           3       time.  We'll be working on both items at the same time.  But



           4       depending on how long the easement acquisition takes and how



           5       long the permitting takes, that -- that will be the case.



           6                 We can't do any work until both of those items are



           7       in place, so I would -- I would estimate that it is not going



           8       to be in 2020.  Best case scenario would be in 2021.



           9                 If we get all the easements and all the permits,



          10       then the next thing would be is we -- the engineers would be



          11       putting together a bid package for contractors.  Once that



          12       happens, then we'll send out a public notice about the bid



          13       letting and the day of review.



          14                 So, as soon as that can happen, we will have that



          15       take place, but those are the two main factors are the



          16       easements and the permits.



          17                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Okay.  Thank you.



          18                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Also I'd make a



          19       comment.  Oftentimes when we have drain projects, people fear



          20       that we are talking about enclosed drains and that which can



          21       become very expensive, but because this is a natural water



          22       course, I would suspect that any project that was put into



          23       place would be more dealing with bank stabilization and



          24       removing trees and so forth from -- from the water course.



          25                 Typically, Dan, is that what you would see in this
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           1       type of a drain project if it is determined there is a



           2       problem that needs to be addressed?



           3                 ENGINEER DAN FREDRICKS:  Yeah, yeah, you hit that



           4       right on exactly.



           5                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Okay.  So I say that



           6       to the members of the public who are fearful of the cost,



           7       because those type of projects are quite a bit less expensive



           8       than in trying to enclose an open course waterway, which



           9       would be very expensive.



          10                 I'm going to move back to Steve.  Steve, would you



          11       bring up the next person for public comment?



          12                 ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI:  Yes, the next comment is



          13       from the phone number ending in 6702.  You are unmuted now,



          14       so if you could introduce yourself, your name and address for



          15       the record?



          16                 MR. HUGO SAUGER:  Yes, Hugo Sauger (ph) in Royal



          17       Park Condos.  I'm talking about further south on the drain,



          18       drain along 96 at Royal Park Condos, these (inaudible) and



          19       enters into a retention pond which has developed into a



          20       sludge pond with erosion, sediment.  This pond has been



          21       filled with foliage, growth, making less room for water.



          22                 May that be dredged and made into a pond again?  If



          23       not, is it better to do so and ask for forgiveness after the



          24       fact?



          25                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  I think--  Is that
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           1       the end of your comments or questions?



           2                 MR. HUGO SAUGER:  That's my comment/question, yes.



           3                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Okay.  I appreciate



           4       that.  First of all, we don't know the scope of the project,



           5       so I can't answer in particular, but I will say for the



           6       record that when you're dealing with EGLE, asking for



           7       forgiveness before asking for permission is never going to be



           8       a very good strategy.



           9                 And EGLE, of course, is the state environmental



          10       agency.  And I know that the -- Joe Bush, as a Water



          11       Resources Commissioner, is not going to do something without



          12       having permission from the State of Michigan.  That would be



          13       very detrimental to his position and he's not going to put



          14       himself in that position.



          15                 Steve, who is your next comment?



          16                 ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI:  The next comment is from



          17       Kevin Lee.  Kevin, if you could unmute yourself and state



          18       your name and address for the record?



          19                 MR. KEVIN LEE:  Yeah, good morning, Kevin Lee,



          20       10415 Springfield Circle.  A couple thoughts on this.  I'm



          21       really concerned about the cost of the project.  I know just



          22       dealing with getting easements and all this research for the



          23       engineering side is pretty expensive so that we can move



          24       forward with this now, and you do all that research, we



          25       decide not to do it, there's still going to be that cost
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           1       associated with that.



           2                 And I know in other districts in the south side



           3       with Steaders Borough, the south one, they had that same of



           4       thing, where they kind of did the research, and then even if



           5       you stop the project, you still have the cost of the



           6       engineering.  So kind of concerned about that.



           7                 Also, for us in Steaders Borough, I have a drain in



           8       my back yard that's higher than my property line anyway, so I



           9       already have water that floods in my back yard and doesn't



          10       actually go into a drain that's near my property anyway, so I



          11       think that we should be excluded from this project.



          12                 I definitely sympathize with the people I saw



          13       pictures of the back yard.  Some of those look like new



          14       developments, some of them look like they've been there for a



          15       while.  I'm just really concerned about the cost and what the



          16       actual district will look like, how big the area will be.



          17       We're kind of near where you're talking but I don't -- I



          18       don't know if it necessarily will benefit my neighborhood.



          19       Thank you.



          20                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  I appreciate the



          21       comments.  Steve, who is next on the comment list?



          22                 ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI:  So it looks like in terms of



          23       the participants, we have made it through the list, so now I



          24       will check the -- the chat, chat box and see what comments we



          25       have there.
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           1                 Okay.  So this comment is from Mike Conover,



           2       C-o-n-o-v-e-r, and his address is 11296 Ruralview Drive in



           3       Holland, and Mike says that he's concerned about the cost of



           4       expanding the drainage district beyond what currently exists.



           5       Our neighborhood has already paid significantly for projects



           6       in our immediate neighborhood.  Expansion of this district



           7       sounds like a good amount of work with associated costs.  Why



           8       does this not qualify for the creation of a new district



           9       rather than an expansion of the existing district?



          10                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  I'm going to ask



          11       that that be -- question be answered by either Stacy and/or



          12       Joe.  Who wants to take a stab at that?



          13                 ATTORNEY STACY HISSONG:  I'll take the first stab,



          14       and then Joe and Dan, correct me where I'm off.  So the



          15       Number 52, basically we're dealing with the same water



          16       course, so if it was made a separate district, you'd have a



          17       group of people in two drainage districts instead of one, so



          18       it really didn't make sense to create a brand new one, and



          19       extensions are basically updating the current one makes the



          20       most sense.



          21                 And when we're looking at the drainage district,



          22       we're really looking at the watershed contribution area, so



          23       we felt that it was the most cost efficient way to do this,



          24       instead of having two significant number of properties be in



          25       two districts or more, depending, creating a second district
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           1       did not make sense.



           2                 In terms of the cost, again, Dan -- Joe has lots of



           3       experience in this as the Water Resources Commissioner.  Dan



           4       and I have done projects.  I know he looks 20 and I look 25,



           5       but we've actually done this for a really long time.



           6                 And if easement acquisition, if we have people



           7       along the water course that are going to work with us, it



           8       does not -- don't equate that to being unreasonably



           9       expensive.  So, you know, the costs will be what the costs



          10       will be, but we will work very hard to keep that under



          11       control to the extent possible.



          12                 Joe also has what I would say an excellent



          13       relationship with the county to assist in paying for the



          14       projects.  Ottawa County is going to be a project partner in



          15       terms of paying for the project, as well as the two



          16       communities, and also the Michigan Department of



          17       Transportation in terms of taking a nice chunk of the project



          18       cost as well.



          19                 Dan or Joe?



          20                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Also the Ottawa



          21       County Road Commission would pay a portion of it too.



          22                 ATTORNEY STACY HISSONG:  Yes.



          23                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Any project that is



          24       decided.  Okay.  Thank you.  Steve, is there anybody else,



          25       any comments?
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           1                 ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI:  Yes, there's a few more



           2       here.  So the next chat comment was from Linda Cole, C-o-l-e,



           3       and her address is 10420 Beachnut Lane, and Linda says, I



           4       would agree cost is the significant factor.  I also believe



           5       that the water would only shift from one area and then flood



           6       in another area.



           7                 If the excess water is put into the Black River,



           8       Black River will flood.  Also, there doesn't seem to be an



           9       indication of protecting wildlife.  We are retired, and



          10       having to pay more in taxes or assessments will be very



          11       difficult for us.



          12                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  I think that's a



          13       good comment.  I would note that one of the things that the



          14       Drain Commissioner has to, excuse me, the Water Resources



          15       Commissioner has to take into account is the amount of water



          16       flowing through the drain and how quickly it is being



          17       released.



          18                 He may decide that there needs to be some sort of



          19       wetland created that will be able to hold some of this water.



          20       For instance, in Grand Haven Charter Township and Port



          21       Sheldon Township, he created a new drain called the Hiawatha



          22       Drain.  And to control the flow through this drain so we



          23       didn't have a surge that would cause flooding downstream, he



          24       did create a wetlands, actually award winning wetlands, so he



          25       does have an environmental aspect to any project that's going
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           1       to be put into -- into play.



           2                 Again, he has to find that balance between dealing



           3       with the problems that exist and also the environmental



           4       impact of any project that he creates, which is why he also



           5       works with the State of Michigan and EGLE.



           6                 Fair enough.  Joe, anything else you want to add?



           7                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Yeah, I just want



           8       to talk about -- that's a good topic.  There's a very



           9       important issue, not just of flooding, and I hear that's all



          10       we're talking about today, but when we look at a flooding



          11       situation, we always take in consideration of, again, Bill,



          12       as you noted, can we put wetlands upstream.



          13                 One of our other partners that we're going to be



          14       working with or a few other partners will be the MACC, so we



          15       work with Kelly Goward over at the Macatawa Area Coordinating



          16       Council, and we also work with David Nyitray and -- and his



          17       staff over at the Outdoor Discovery.  There's a lot of money.



          18       This water ends up in Lake Macatawa, and there's a -- there's



          19       a lot of projects going on to clean up Lake Macatawa, and I



          20       will be partners with those folks as well moving into this



          21       situation.  And they'll be involved.  I get their input, and



          22       we also look at water quality is very important, fish



          23       habitat, the wildlife, what's in the creek.  I know they



          24       monitor it.  There's been -- Outdoor Discovery has done a



          25       project by Paw Paw bridge a few years back.  There's some
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           1       other projects going up -- further upstream from Outdoor



           2       Discovery.



           3                 So we will be partnering -- partnering with the



           4       MACC and Outdoor Discovery on making sure that any project we



           5       do will be -- have all those measures in it for like water



           6       quality, habitat, flooding, and then, yeah, even people who



           7       kayak it.



           8                 We want to make sure we try to clean it up.  That's



           9       our end goal is not just for flooding but there's -- there's



          10       a bunch of moving parts when we do a project, and we'll make



          11       sure of that.



          12                 I just want to answer Mr. DeJonge's question



          13       earlier, that they are not replacing those bridges on



          14       Business Loop 1-96.  They're just redoing the surface tops.



          15       So those are not new bridges, just FYI.



          16                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  The other thing I



          17       would note is Dan didn't really emphasize this but it's



          18       something that we understand is that the flooding issues, as



          19       pointed out, just don't harm private property, they also



          20       harm, when you talk about the scouring of the bank, it harms



          21       the ecosystem that exists there and makes it difficult for



          22       much of the natural wildlife that would exist to survive, so



          23       this has also an ecological or environmental aspect to it, in



          24       addition to the issues of flooding in personal property and



          25       public property.
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           1                 Steve, do you have any other comments?



           2                 ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI:  Yes, we have a few more



           3       hands raised now.  The next one is Kevin Viening or Viening,



           4       if you could unmute yourself and state your name and address



           5       for the record?



           6                 MR. KEVIN VIENING:  Yes, Kevin Viening, 2625 104th



           7       Avenue.  I'm just north of James Street there, kind of the



           8       railroad tracks that you guys just talked about earlier.  I



           9       definitely see the need for this project.  We do have quite a



          10       few trees that get clogged up and cause the damage on the --



          11       on the river there.  Also have some erosion.



          12                 So my back yard has the Greystone subdivision and



          13       it's got the drainage, and it comes to a, I'll call it a



          14       peninsula point, and the erosion is beginning to cut away at



          15       that and will eventually go straight through that point, and



          16       the Greystone drainage will not have a creek to drain into



          17       anymore.



          18                 So a couple of questions that I have is what does



          19       the easement look like?  So obviously I would have to grant



          20       an easement or you would have to get an easement from me to



          21       work on that.  And second of all, 90 percent of the issue



          22       comes from downstream or from neighbor's properties where all



          23       the dead Ash trees that are dead, some are standing, some are



          24       down, and when the flooding happens, it takes those trees and



          25       it puts them right into the drainage ditch.
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           1                 So how far does that cleanup go, does it just take



           2       care of the banks or does it go to where all those trees are



           3       still standing, does it clear those?  I think those are a



           4       couple of the questions that I would have.



           5                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Kevin, we can't talk



           6       about the scope of the easement in terms of the width, but we



           7       can talk a little bit about what a typical easement contains



           8       in terms of the language.



           9                 Stacy, do you want to mention or talk about that



          10       briefly?



          11                 ATTORNEY STACY HISSONG:  Sure.  So, we have to have



          12       -- the state law requires that we have to have a permanent



          13       easement, not a temporary easement on those properties



          14       because we're taking the drain in perpetuity, taking over



          15       jurisdiction, and basically it says a couple of things.



          16                 It says that we have the right to enter onto the



          17       property to perform the maintenance and improvement, to get



          18       our equipment on the property, and that we ask that you don't



          19       put any permanent structures within the easement area,



          20       because we can't have like somebody's garage in the way once



          21       we take the easement to work around.



          22                 There are instances, if you have plants, we can



          23       work with the property owner to put language in the agreement



          24       to carve a piece out if that's something that's planned, but



          25       basically it gives us the right to perform maintenance and
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           1       improvement activities on the drain easement.



           2                 The width, we will work with the property owners.



           3       Some property owners want their trees cut, some property



           4       owners want their trees saved to the extent possible, and



           5       those will be conversations with the engineers.



           6                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Thank you, Stacy.



           7       Steve back to you.  Who is next on the list?



           8                 ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI:  Actually, Joe, did you have



           9       something to say?



          10                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Well, I did.  I



          11       just wanted to show -- to tell, Kevin, that one thing we try



          12       to do is take the trees to the top of the bank for sure, and



          13       then work with property owners to save the good trees if you



          14       have live trees, but I know there's a lot of dead Ash all



          15       along the water course.



          16                 But there is some nice trees in there, and I don't



          17       come in and clear both sides like it's going to be a landing



          18       strip for an airplane, so I do try to keep all the good



          19       trees, good vegetation, and then take the dead stuff that



          20       actually is in the creek itself, or on the banks, we don't



          21       remove the trunks typically.  We try to keep them in for



          22       stabilizing the banks, but again cut them flush with the --



          23       with the ground.



          24                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Appreciate that,



          25       Joe.
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           1                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Okay.



           2                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Thank you.  Steve,



           3       back to you.



           4                 ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI:  All right.  The next comment



           5       is from Carolyn.  Carolyn, if you could unmute yourself and



           6       state your name and address for the record, please?



           7                 MS. CAROLYN FUNCKES:  I'm Carolyn Funckes.  I live



           8       at 581 Alice Avenue.  And we are on the creek.  Our property



           9       does flood.  And for many, many people who said, oh, this



          10       does not affect us, this does not affect us, most likely it



          11       doesn't, but that does not mean you do not affect us.



          12                 After it rains hard and we are flooded, we know



          13       that for the next several hours, the water will keep coming



          14       up.  It's coming from the north, and it's -- I have seen



          15       farmers put drains in their fields, and I am assuming those



          16       drains go into this creek or drainage ditch or whatever you



          17       want to call it.  Many subdivisions, many things go into this



          18       creek, and it does work its way down and it does affect us no



          19       matter where you are.



          20                 I know our neighbors across the street, they very



          21       often are not affected by the flooding in the creek at all,



          22       but they're affected by, whoever built this area, made a big



          23       hill behind several of the houses there, and as the rain



          24       comes down, this water washes down into their back yards.



          25       And they are flooded all the time.  Their basements are often
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           1       flooded all the time.



           2                 And no, the creek is not affecting them, but the



           3       water from their neighbors are.  Now, those neighbors are



           4       fine, but they're affecting the other people.  So just



           5       because you are not affected by it does not mean you are not



           6       affecting what's happening.



           7                 So, you know, I just -- that's my only comment.



           8       Thank you.



           9                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Carolyn makes a very



          10       good point and that's what we talked about earlier about the



          11       shared public burden.  The fact if you have a new



          12       development, if done well, hopefully you're not going to have



          13       any flooding, but you increase the impervious area and you



          14       increase the runoff or may increase the runoff into this --



          15       into this proposed drainage district.



          16                 Steve, do you have anybody else who would like to



          17       make comments or like to make suggestions?



          18                 ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI:  Next comment is from Harold



          19       K.  Harold, if you could unmute yourself and state your name



          20       and address for the record, please?



          21                 Harold, if you go to the bottom?  Oh, there you go.



          22                 MR. HAROLD KIMBEL:  Are we good now?



          23                 ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI:  Yep, we can hear you.



          24                 MR. HAROLD KIMBEL:  All right.  Sorry about that.



          25       Harold Kimbel, 10532 Paw Paw Drive.  I'm one of the ones that
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           1       gets the major amount of water in his back yard.  This has



           2       been needed to be done for a while now.  Giving those -- my



           3       neighbor has ten foot of bank that's gone completely away.



           4                 And I understand those that maybe aren't affected



           5       and have to pay, but it is a shared thing.  And it also does



           6       affect the wildlife.  We used to have salmon come up through



           7       there, and a lot of the blockage now, you don't have the



           8       salmon come up through there.



           9                 But I do appreciate you guys considering this and



          10       looking at it, and I just hope you put due diligence to it,



          11       and that's about all I had to say.



          12                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Thank you very much.



          13       Steve, next?



          14                 ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI:  Next comment is from David,



          15       it says David 2014.  If you could unmute yourself and state



          16       your name and address for the record?



          17                 MR. DAVID PYLE:  This is David Pyle, 2650 Pebble



          18       Court.  I'm on the back of Greystone Estates, upriver from



          19       the train trestle, and my question is to the engineer.  He



          20       had pictures of the bridge going under the train tracks, and



          21       that acts as a restriction, and I -- I get that, but is there



          22       anything that's going to be done with those restrictions,



          23       that -- that bridge and then the bridge under Chicago Drive



          24       to increase water flow going down the river?



          25                 And, I mean, to me, part of -- part of the problem
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           1       is the water backs up behind the -- the train trestle, and



           2       I'm just wondering if that is going to be changed to improve



           3       the -- improve the situation of the water flow.  And if you



           4       add another bridge under the train tracks, it's just going to



           5       increase the rate of flow and might even make flooding worse.



           6       Is that a reasonable assumption?



           7                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  One of the things,



           8       I'm not going to have Dan answer that, because he can't.



           9       They have to do a study to determine what will be done, and



          10       you're asking the comments outside the scope of this public



          11       hearing.



          12                 And so I think you're asking good questions.  The



          13       engineer will have to look at that at some point in the



          14       future, but he can't answer it now.



          15                 So, Steve, I will turn this back to you, then, and



          16       see if you have any other comments from the public.



          17                 ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  I do



          18       have a few more in the chat.  The next comment is from, let's



          19       see here, Dylana Eisaman, E-i-s-a-m-a-n, and her address is



          20       1833 105th Avenue in Zeeland, and she says that, it seems



          21       like people are concerned with removing water quickly.  I



          22       have witnessed plenty of flooding near Paw Paw foot bridge,



          23       but I would agree with other comments that additional



          24       wetlands would be more instrumental so that water can soak



          25       into the ground and be slowed down.
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           1                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Okay, Steve, next



           2       comment, then.



           3                 ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI:  The next comment is from



           4       Curtis Potter, P-o-t-t-e-r, and his address is 2722 Fairfield



           5       Drive, and he says, I live in the Fairfield Farms



           6       Development.  I believe that we have our own retention pond,



           7       and even during the flooding this past May, had some water in



           8       it but didn't even come close to reaching the level of



           9       exiting the pond.  Therefore, I don't believe that the



          10       Fairfield Farms Development should be included in the



          11       expanded drainage district.



          12                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  I appreciate that



          13       comment.  Steve, next?



          14                 ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI:  That is -- it appears that



          15       there are no other comments.  Let's see here.  Well, actually



          16       there's a chat from Peter Vollbrecht, V-o-l-l-b-r-e-c-h-t, at



          17       1489 Hillridge Way, and he wants to know, is there an



          18       additional meeting after the engineering company has reviewed



          19       the process and a cost is known during which residents can



          20       comment and/or be a part of the decision or whether the



          21       process moves forward?



          22                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  I'm going to turn



          23       that over, question over to Stacy.  Stacy, can you talk



          24       briefly about the other opportunities for the public to



          25       comment on this?
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           1                 Obviously, the public doesn't get to make the



           2       decision.  That is made by the Water Resources Commissioner



           3       who is an elected official and has to represent everybody,



           4       and so, but are there other times where the public can



           5       comment on any assessments or costs or anything like that?



           6                 ATTORNEY STACY HISSONG:  So the public can comment



           7       at any point that they want.  The drain commissioner's office



           8       always takes calls about the status of -- of things, but the



           9       chair is correct, the drain commissioner ultimately makes the



          10       decision about what the project scope is going to be in



          11       consultation with the engineer and the project stakeholders.



          12                 For those people who are along the creek, we are



          13       definitely going to be in conversation with you because we



          14       need easements on your property.  We'll be taking surveys on



          15       your property.  You will be contacted if the decision is made



          16       to move forward with the project.



          17                 As for people not along the drain who are wondering



          18       about the status, there is not a planned meeting other than



          19       that day of review when we get the bid noticing out.  You can



          20       -- you can witness the -- the bid opening if you'd like, but



          21       if you have questions or comments or concerns along the way,



          22       the drain office is available to take your call, and if it is



          23       necessary, we'll schedule a time with the engineer to talk



          24       about your specific concerns.



          25                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Okay.  Steve, is
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           1       there any other comments, then?



           2                 ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI:  Mr. Chair, at this point, I



           3       do not see any other comments in either the -- that are



           4       looking to participate in chat or otherwise, so I believe



           5       we've gone through all of them.



           6                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Well, Steve, you've



           7       done a good job of coordinating everything.  Thank you very



           8       much.



           9                 At this stage, I'm going to close the public



          10       comment portion of this public hearing, and we're going to



          11       have a discussion among the board of review members, both



          12       Ken, myself, and Rich, and I'm going to start with Ken.



          13                 Do you have any comments, Ken, based on the public



          14       comments you've heard at this -- up to this point?



          15                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  The main thing that I



          16       see on this particular drain in looking at the situation



          17       where you have a big section of drain that is not under the



          18       drain commissioner's authority, he really has no way to get



          19       in there to fix it other than requesting permission from



          20       property owners.  He doesn't have a way to fund it.



          21                 I basically would like to see this drain under his



          22       jurisdiction so that he can get the easements necessary, if



          23       there's a problem, get in there and fix it, so I'm in favor



          24       of this.



          25                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Thank you.  Rich, do
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           1       you have any comments that you'd like to make after hearing



           2       these comments from the public?



           3                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDERKLOK:  Based on the



           4       engineer's report and the comments that we heard, which I



           5       appreciate very much because that's very helpful to us in



           6       decision-making, I would be in favor of this proposal as well



           7       to -- in maintenance and improvement of the Number 52 drain,



           8       so I'm in support of it.



           9                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  I appreciate those



          10       comments.  For myself, there is a couple things that have



          11       become clear to me from this public hearing.



          12                 First is that there are existing problems with this



          13       water course.  There are problems with flooding, there are



          14       problems with bank stabilization and erosion, that this area



          15       is impacting both the downstream people, the upstream people,



          16       and impacting -- impacting the environment and the natural



          17       ecosystem that exists here.



          18                 I also understand the frustration of the public



          19       because you don't know what the solution to this problem is,



          20       and that's always going to be an issue with the way that the



          21       drain code is set up in Michigan.  We are here to determine



          22       if there is a problem and a need for a project.



          23                 To me, the comments have been clear that there is a



          24       need, both from an environmental standpoint and from a



          25       flooding standpoint, that this is a necessity.
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           1                 And that said, I will make a motion that the



           2       proposed maintenance, improvement of the Number 52 drain as



           3       petitioned on January 6, 2020, is necessary and conducive to



           4       the public health, convenience, or welfare.  Is there support



           5       for my motion?



           6                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDERKLOK:  I will support that,



           7       Mr. Chairman.



           8                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  So the motion was



           9       from Bill, supported by Rich.  Is there any comments on my



          10       motion as it's made?



          11                 ATTORNEY STEVE KOSKI:  Mr. Chair, just one



          12       recommendation as you move forward, we do recommend that you



          13       do a roll call vote just for this final vote so that you have



          14       it for the record.



          15                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Okay.  In that case,



          16       I will do a roll call vote -- or excuse me, the secretary,



          17       Ken, can you do a roll call vote of this?



          18                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  Bill, what is your



          19       answer?



          20                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Yes.



          21                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  Rich, what is your



          22       answer?



          23                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDERKLOK:  Yes.



          24                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  Ken, what is your



          25       answer?  Yes.
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           1                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  And there we have a



           2       unanimous decision that this drain is necessary for public



           3       health, convenience or welfare.



           4                 I'm going to make just a real brief public comment.



           5       Because it is a public -- shared public burden, all of the



           6       public entities will be -- any solution that is designed will



           7       be paying at-large costs, whether that's the Ottawa County,



           8       the city of Zeeland, or the Holland Charter Township.



           9                 In addition, the Ottawa County Road Commission



          10       would pay a portion of this, as would, it looks like, the --



          11       the State Department of Highway.



          12                 And finally, even the railroad will be paying a



          13       portion of this as an at-large development over a portion of



          14       the costs for any project that is defined.



          15                 Again, I know that the drain commissioner will be



          16       looking at a balance between effectiveness and cost and will



          17       be sharing his insights as this project moves forward.



          18                 Any other comments from the board members?  Rich?



          19                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDERKLOK:  No.



          20                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Ken, any other



          21       comments from you?



          22                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  None.



          23                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  You're good?



          24                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  Good.



          25                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  Then I'm going to go
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           1       quickly to Joe and ask if he has any questions.  I know that



           2       he wants to talk about, at this stage, he will make some



           3       comments on what the appeal process is for the determination



           4       of this board of review, or maybe Stacy will handle that.



           5       I'm not sure.



           6                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Yeah, I can let



           7       Stacy talk about the appeal process.  I can, too, but she's



           8       on -- she's on -- we can hear right it from her on today's



           9       meeting or public hearing.



          10                 But I also just want to say thanks everybody for



          11       taking the time this morning to learn about what we're



          12       looking into it and how this process works.  It's part of



          13       drain code, state law, and I'm just abiding by the state law.



          14                 It's not like I need another -- another drain, but



          15       -- we have a thousand of them already.  It's another one to



          16       the system, which is good so we can -- can help people from



          17       their issues, but -- but again, it's a part of the process.



          18                 So I appreciate everybody's time.  And again, I



          19       will be doing my duty at looking at other, maybe even some



          20       grant opportunities, again Outdoor Discovery, the MACC, and



          21       all the municipalities, MDOT, railroad, road commission.



          22       There's a lot of moving parts, but we're going to, you know,



          23       make sure that they all contribute and help us along the way



          24       to move a great project moving forward.  So that's all I have



          25       to say.
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           1                 Stacy, can you talk about the appeal process



           2       please?



           3                 ATTORNEY STACY HISSONG:  Yep.  So any person



           4       aggrieved by the decision of necessity today has the right to



           5       appeal that decision within 10 days from today in Ottawa



           6       County Circuit Court.  And again, if you have any questions



           7       about the process or the status of the project, in general,



           8       feel free to e-mail or call the drain office.  Thank you.



           9                 BOARD CHAIRPERSON BILL CARGO:  At this stage,



          10       unless there are objections, I will adjourn the meeting.  It



          11       is approximately 11:32.  So without objection, this Board of



          12       Determination is adjourned.  Thank you.



          13                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Thank you.



          14                 (At 11:30 a.m., hearing concluded.)
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25 that's why you all got aninvite to this morning's 25 draindistrict, and he'll go through that on the prelimnary
Page 3 Page 5
1 participation in our Zoom 1 work. Thisis all prelininary just because | have to hol d
2 Qurrently, | just wll talk about there is no 2 it, again based on Drain Code.
3 project. V¢ don't have any costs because we don't know 3 V¢ do have |egal counsel here today, and I'll do a
4 exactly what we're doing. In order for ne to touch anything 4 -- I'"ll do the Board of Determnation menbers' introductions,
5 or start the process by Drain Law it's -- we got to have -- 5 and then I'Il go through who else is joining us today. But
6 we've got to hold a Board of Determination, and we have to 6 as soon as | give the three gentlenen the oath who
7 receive a petitionin order to do that. Sothisis the legal 7 participated in our -- or who | appointed to participate in
8 process. 8 this public hearing, 1'Il give themthe oath, they wll run
9 V¢ have in the past removed a few woody debris 9 the neeting, and they will -- you'll see by the agenda that's
10 piles or dans of trees, and the townships have kind of 10 posted, thisis kind of howit goes. | give the oath, they
11 contributed to that cost to remove those, but technically | 11 do the election of secretary and chairperson, and then the
12 have no easenents, and it's not part of a run-off course, nor 12 rules for public comment.
13 isit under ny jurisdiction. 13 M only comrent is that the board that | appoint
14 So that's -- if you' ve seen us in the past goin 14 ask me questions, but otherwise, they run the -- they run the
15 there, that was for energency work, and we can do that under 15 Board of Determnation. This is a determnation of necessity
16 the Drain Code under an emergency, but we've got to make sure 16 to be under ny jurisdiction at some point. So that's what
17 we have property owners' pernission, and the other part is 17 they do. That's their role and function of the board.
18 who's paying for it, and the city of Zeeland and Hol I and 18 So | just wanted to get some of those early
19 Township have agreed to pay for some of that woody debris 19 questions that |'ve been getting asked a lot out of the way.
20 renmoval. 20 Again, we have no costs, we don't have a project, and we're
21 S0 sone of you have seen us in there in the past, 21 here to basical |y hear what the public has to say about their
22 we have been in there, and -- but it's not like a routine 22 situation, or maybe they feel like they're not in, and the
23 mintenance or it's not under ny jurisdiction. It's just for 23 engineer can always go out and reeval uate the district |ater
24 emergency purposes only, so | just want to make that clear. 24 after. But we would rather over-notice than under-noti ce.
25 That's not -- |'ve heard rumors of we're here 25 Because if we under-notice, then that becomes a bigger
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1 problem Sowe like to over-notice. 1 So again, these three gentlenen have no affiliation

2 Mybe you're not inif you're on the boundary, but 2 or properties wthin this drain district or do not sit onthe

3 again, it's one of those safe neasures that | would rather do 3 city council or Holland Township or -- or have a property

4 it nore than not enough, because then that becones a probl em 4 nearby. So those are our three panel boards

5 later. 5 And | don't knowif the road conmssion is wth us.

6 So again, | appreciate everybody's time. 1'mgoing 6 Wually they're on there with-- | don't see them And then

7 todo sone presentations right -- or not presentations, 7 aso Dan Fredricks, he is with LRE Engineering, and he'll do

8 introductions. And so |'ve got Seve Koski. Thisis all 8 the presentation. He's been out there. He's kind of been on

9 being recorded with Zoom but we al so have a court recorder, 9 the -- onthe ground. So, again, he can kind of go through

10 but Steve Koski is running the -- running the Zoom neeting. 10 where we're at with the drain district and what he saw out

11 H'swvithour legal firm Fahey Schultz. 11  there vhen he took sone pictures. And like | said, he'll

12 And then you' ve got ne, |'mJoe Bush, the Witer 12 have a presentation |ater

13 Resources Commissioner or the Drain Commissioner it used to 13 Seve, | don't see the road commission anywhere so

14 be called, but sane -- same title, or sane positions, just a 14 1"mnot sure if they're joining us, but usually the road

15 different title. 15 commssion joins us on these as well. But 1'mgoing to go

16 Then we have Stacy Hssong. She is al so fromFahey 16 ahead and give the three gentlemen the oath. Gentlenen, if

17 Shultz. And then we have Dawn, and she is our court 17 you'll please --

18 recorder, and everything is word for word. And she's going 18 ATTCR\EY STACY HSSING  Joe?

19 totry her best. Make sure to speak loudly. | knowwith the 19 WATER RESOLRCES OO JCE BUSH  Yeah.

20 Zoomand technol ogy, it can be difficult. A tines, you 20 ATTQR\EY STACY HSSONG  Joe, before you do that --

21 don't hear everything, but -- and this is not required by law 21 WATER RESOLRCES COW JCE BUSH  Ckay.

22 to have a court recorder, but | doit to protect you, the 22 ATTCR\EY STACY HSSONG  -- would it be okay if

23 citizens, and us, just 5 years fromnow or 10 years, if we 23 Seve Koski kind of gives an overview --

24 vant to go back and read the mnutes of our ZoomBoard of 24 WATER RESOLRCES OO JCE BUSH  (Ch, yeah.

25 Deternination, then we can go back and reference atine, a 25 ATTCR\EY STACY HSSONG  -- that's required about
Page 7 Page 9

1 place, and what was said. That's definitely been hel pful. 1 the executive order?

2 |"ve been doing this since | got elected. Every 2 VWATER RESOURCES OO JCE BUSH  Yeah, that will be

3 single Board of Determinationis court recorded. It 3 fine

4 definitely solves a lot of problens down the road, and it 4 ATTCR\EY STACY HSSONG  Thank you.

5 definitelyis helpful, even for the residents that naybe go 5 VATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH  Yep.

6 back and read them They're always on-line. It takes about 6 ATTCRNEY STEVE KOBKI:  Ckay. Just let me pull it

7 four to six weeks or so to get those in our hands, and then 7 up here. Sojust, again, welcone everybody this norning to

8 we post themon our website at mottawa.org. G under Véter 8 the Board of Determnation neeting. The reason this is being

9  Resources Qommissioner and then go under minutes and you' || 9 held electronically on Zoomis obviously everybody's deal i ng

10 see that Board of Determnation. 10 with the QOAD-19 issues, and this is just another -- another

1 So again, everything is court recorded, so when you 11 result of that. Sothere's the Governor of Mchigan's

12 do speak at public testinony, make sure you speak |oudly, 12 executive orders and applicabl e Federal and state agency

13 your name, address, and kind of go slowjust so she can keep 13 recommendations related to the public health energency

14 up, because sonetines technology, it goes faster than what, 14 Vé will nake every effort to ensure ful

15 you know, than your mouth, just because -- or there coul d be 15 participation and transparency for those in attendance, and

16 adelay. Sojust help her out alittle bit so she can pick 16 as Joe nentioned, this is being recorded on here, so -- and

17 uwponit. 17 then ve a so do have a Qourt Reporter.

18 Then we have Bill Cargo, he's -- he's fromGand 18 Soif either the Gourt Reporter or nyself thinks

19 Haven Township. He is the manager over at Grand Haven 19 something was not clear, we nay ask you to -- to repeat what

20 Township. And then we have Ken Souter who is actually in our 20 you said or, you know sonetines there's connection issues

21 office, but he's onthere. H's retired fromthe Gtawa 21 soif we dothat, that's the reason why. V¢ just want to

22 (ounty Road Conmission. He was there 40 years in the 22 make sure that everything is stated for the record

23 engineering department. And then we have R ch VanderKl ok, 23 Wth respect to those fromthe public that are in

24 and he is fromGeorgetown Township. He's a board nenber over 24 attendance, we ask that you remain mited during the neeting,

25 there. 25 and this is just because if too many people have their
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1 mcrophones on, there can be background noise and it can be 1 wait for themto try to log back in. And if they are unable
2 hard for board menbers and other people to hear what's going 2 toreconnect on their conputer, then we will have -- we will
3 on 3 helpthemcall into the meeting with their tel ephones so that
4 So, you'll probably notice already that | -- | 4 they can participate
5 mited sone peopl e already as they came on, soit's obviously 5 So at that point -- at this point, | wll go over
6 nothing personal, it's just the way we're -- the vay we're 6 the participation steps again prior to-- prior to the -- to
7 trying to handle it so everybody can participate. 7 the public comment portion. So you don't have to try to
8 Wien -- there will be a period for public coments, 8 renenber everything | said, | will go over that again. o at
9 and our recommendation to the board, whoever the chairperson 9 this point, "Il turnit back over to the chair -- or to Joe
10 s, wll be for us to help facilitate that. 10 actually
1 V¢ -- you can indicate that, for nenbers of the 1 ATTCRNEY STACY HSSONG (e -- a coupl e nore
12 public, canindicate that they would Iike to participate by 12 things before that. So we have 68 participants so far.
13 raising their hand, and there's an option to do that if you 13 Seve and | have assisted drain comm ssioners wth probably
14 gotothe participants' list on your conputer, thereis, at 14 three dozen of these so far, | think, this year, since the
15 the bottomright, there is an option that says raise your 15 executive order has been in place.
16  hand, and so when you do that, there will be a hand, a small 16 Qur recommendation to the board as to public
17 hand icon that appears next to your nane, and so that wll 17 comment is that we assist the board chair with the public
18 indicate to ne that you would like to speak. So, then once 18 comment. Ve have one person right now Sondra, who has her
19 we get to the public comment period, we will call people in 19  hand open -- or hand rai sed. Wien peopl e raise their hands,
20 the order that they raised their hand. 20 it automatically puts themin the order they raised their
21 If you're calling in by tel ephone, you can al so 21 hands for speaking purposes, so if we are assisting the board
22 fully participate as well. The -- the option for raising 22 withthat, wewll put atimer up for whatever length of tine
23 your hand on your telephone is done by dialing star 9, and so 23 the board sets for the speaking tine, and then we -- so ve
24 if you dial star 9, it will show ne next to your phone nunber 24 recommend that the process that Steve Koski went through be
25 that you would like to participate as well. And again, | 25 the process for public coment, and also that -- that

Page 11 Page 13
1 wll call onpeoplein that order. 1 everyone be alloved to speak once before a person is al | oved
2 There's also a chat function that is on here, and 2 tospeak for a second time during the public conment. Thank
3 obviously that -- that's on the bottomas well on your 3 you
4 conputer screen, and so that -- the chat allows you just to 4 VWATER RESOURCES COMM JCE BUSH  Are you good,
5 speak with ne, the host, and you can let me knowin there if 5 Seve?
6 you're having any issues, hut you can also use that to make a 6 ATTCR\EY STEVE KOBKI:  Yep. Ckay. | think we're
7 public conment if you would like. | canread that for you if 7 all set
8 you would prefer todoit that way. 8 WATER RESOLRCES OO JCE BUSH ALl right. Vé'll
9 | would just say that if you would like your 9 go ahead and get going. | know people are busy and -- and we
10  comment read, you have to include your nane and your address 10 can forward this neeting. Gentlemen, please rise and raise
11 with that comment so that it can be entered for the record. 11 your right hand
12 And for anybody el se that is giving public conment, 12 BOARD MEVBER R CH VANDERKLCK:  Shal | | stay seated
13 when | do call on you or the chair calls on you and says it's 13 since | will rise on the picture?
14 your tine to speak, | wll just ask that you give your name 14 VATER RESOURCES OOMW JCE BUSH  Yeah, that's fine.
15 and address for the court recorder and for the record prior 15 BOARD MEVBER R CH VANDERKLCK:  (kay.
16 to giving your comments. 16 VWATER RESOLRCES COW JCE BUSH ALl right.  And
17 If you experience connection issues while you're on 17 then, gentlenen, I'Il go ahead and give you the oath now
18 here, the -- for a conputer, especially we reconmend that you 18 Do you each sol emnly swear that you will faithfully
19 just leave the neeting and try to log back in.  Sonetines 19 performand discharge the duties inposed upon you as required
20 that can solve alot of issues, audio or video issues. And 20 by lawas nenbers of the Board of Determnation appointed by
21 if you're unable to -- to reconnect by a conputer, we woul d 21 the Gtawa County Véter Resources Commissioner to deternine
22 recommend that you use the -- a telephone and call inwth 22 the necessity for maintenance and i nprovenent of the Nunber
23 the -- with the nunber that was on your notice. 23 52 drainlocated in the city of Holland, city of Zeeland
24 For the board nenbers, we will obviously pause the 24 Hlland Charter Township and Zeel and Charter Township in said
25 meeting if a board menber |oses their connection, and we will 25 county? Gentleman, what do you say?
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1 MEVBERS (F BOARD CF DETERMMNATION | shall. W 1 "aye"
2 do. 2 MEVBERS OF BOARD OF DETERM NATI N Aye.
3 VWATER RESOURCES COMM JCE BUSH  Thank you. 3 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRQ  And that again
4 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARQ  The first thing we need 4 passes unaninously. Then I'Il go back. Sacy, is there
5 todoiswe needtoelect achair and then we need to elect a 5 anything you woul d like to add to the role and function of
6 secretary. Is there a mtion to elect the chair? 6 the board that hasn't already been stated?
7 BOARD MEVBER R CH VANDERKLCK: | woul d make the 7 ATTCRNEY STACY HSSONG  No, | think just to very,
8 nmotiontoelect Bill Cargo as chair. 8 very quickly sunmarize is that the purpose of the neeting is
9 BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER  |' Il second that notion. 9 to determine whether maintenance and inproverent of the
10 BOARD MEMBER BILL CARXQ V% have a notion by R ch, 10 MNunber 52 drain is necessary, and so the comments fromthe
11 supported by Ken, to elect Cargo as a chair of this Board of 11 public should be as to whether an inprovenent project is
12 Determination. Al in favor say, "aye." 12 necessary or not to assist the board in nmaking the decision.
13 MEVBERS CF BOARD CF DETERM NATION - Aye. 13 S0, the Nunber 52 drain has been in existence with
14 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BILL CARGQ And that passes 14 the special assessnent district since 1896, and so one of the
15 unanimously. Next | will nake a motion to elect Ken Souter 15 itens that can be performed under naintenance and i nprovenent
16 as the secretary. Do | have support? 16 is an extension of the drain.
17 BOARD MEMBER R CH VANDERKLAK | wil | support that 17 There's an al ready existing water course that isn't
18  notion. 18 established as part of the Nunber 52 that doesn't allowthe
19 BOARD CHA RPERSON BILL CARRD  Ckay. V¢ have 19 drain office or the Véter Resources office to autonatically
20 support fromRch. Mtion by Bll, supported by Rch to 20 be ahle to do ongoi ng naintenance as it's needed, and so one
21 elect Ken as secretary, all in favor, say "aye." 21 of the requests in this naintenance and inprovenent petition
22 MEMBERS CF BOARD CF DETERM NATION  Aye. 22 isfor that extension. That is what Joe was referring to
23 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRY  And that al so passes 23 earlier today.
24 unaninously. At this stage, and | need to see the agenda, 24 So what's nost inportant after the engineer's
25 thereit is, we alsotalk at this stage about the role and 25 presentation when the public makes comment is to et the
Page 15 Page 17
1 function of the Board of Determination. | think we've 1 board know informthe board about each of the property
2 already done that with the drain commissioner talking about 2 owners' drainage situation or experiences of what they've
3 that, or excuse me, the Wéter Resources Commi ssioner. 3 witnessed as the people who are there in the area every day
4 Joe, was there anything you would Iike to add 4 toassist themin naking their deternination.
5 talking about the role and function of the board, or is there 5 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BILL CARAQ | appreci ate that.
6 anything that your attorney would like to add to that? 6 Wat ['mgoing to ask nowis that the engineer whose first
7 VATER RESOURCES OW JCE BUSH 1" mgood on ny 7 nane is Dan? Dan, would you give a presentation about the
8 end. 8 proposed drainage district and what you have found? And he's
9 ATTCR\EY STACY HSSONG  Yeah, so -- 9 mited.
10 BOARD MEVBER R CH VANDERKLCK: M. Chai rnan, do we 10 ENG NEER DAN FREDR XS Al right.  Can everybody
11 need to do -- say any nore about the rules of public comment 11 hear me now?
12 or did Seve already cover that? 12 MEMBERS CF BOARD CF DETERM NATION  Yes, we can.
13 BOARD CHA RPERSON BILL CARRY  Nope, he did. | 13 ENG NEER DN FREDR KS. Al right. M name is Dan
14 forgot. | amalso going to make a motion that we linit 14 Fredricks. 1'mwth Land and Resource Engineering. And ve
15 public coments to three minutes for public participants. 15 diddoaprelimnary field reconnai ssance to review some of
16 V¢'re doing this because you can sumarize VW and 16 the conplaints that we've heard fromresidents out there and
17 Peace in about three ninutes, and so we're hoping that the 17 to get some photographic evidence to present to the board
18 public, when they make comments, will summarize their 18 sonme of the issues that people are reported.
19  comments to what they see as inportant. So | wll nake a 19 | amgoing to share ny screen. Can everybody see
20 motion to limt public coments to three minutes. Do | have 20 that?
21 support for that notion? 21 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARQ  Yes, we can see it.
22 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  I'11 second it. 22 ENG NEER DAN FREDR OKS. Ckay. Great. \é're going
23 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRQ  (kay, there's a 23 tostart off withalittle-- just give you alittle overview
24 motion by BIl, supported by Ken, to linit public coments to 24 here of the presentation, talk inalittle bit nore detail of
25 three minutes for public participants. Al in favor, say 25 why we're here, do a brief drain overview drain history,
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1 look at the areas of concerns, sone of the drainage issues, 1 project is actually establish an easenent, and it neets the
2 and then we can go on to what happens next. 2 Noordel oos Qreek going downstreamor south of the Nunber 52
3 S0 as Joe originally alluded to, the Qtawa County 3 drain, an established county drain as well
4 \éter Resources Conmissioner's office received a petition 4 There's, within the watershed, the Nunber 52
5 from1l freehol ders of land to make -- to maintain or inprove 5 itself, it's a developing watershed I'Il call it. It's
6 the Nunber 52 drain in accordance with Chapter 8 of the 6 agricultural lands that are being converted nore into
7 Mchigan Drain Code. 7 residential, so the upper watershed north of Geenly stil
8 The real area of concern, I'Il pull sone naps here 8 has alot of agricultural lands, and then when you start
9 inasecond is actually just downstreamor south of the 9 getting into south of Geenly, you get more residential
10 MNunber 52 drain along what's currently Noordel oos Creek 10  devel oprents that have been occurring over the last 30 years
11 which, as Joe said, is a natural water course at this point. 11 or so. But again, what we're really looking at hereis
12 It does not have a county drain easenent or jurisdiction over 12 extending this drain.
13 that, so the request was to extend the Nunber 52 downstream 13 S0, now you can see this -- kind of the shape of
14 -- downstreamthrough the Noordel oos Qreek to specifically 14 the drainage district here right comes just south of Quincy
15 helpto alleviate flooding in Sections 23 and 24 of Holland 15 Sreet and then connecting into the Noordel oos Creek just
16  Township and Zeel and Townshi p. 16 east of 112th and south of Rley Sreet
17 This area is around 104th between roughly Janes 17 S, on this next slide, all this-- this area up
18 Sreet to the north and then south towards -- past Business, 18 here that 1"mkind of circling around in the upper |eft
19 south of Business -- I-90 -- Business Route I-96. 19  corner, the northwest corner of the district, thisis a
20 S, the Mchigan Drain Gode nandates as part of the 20 what is right nowthe Nunber 52 drain, and then this yellow
21 petition process that we must hold a Board of Deternmnation. 21 areais associated Nunber 52 drain drainage district
22 As Joe said, that's three disinterested gentlenen here that 22 And if the petition were to be found necessary, the
23 are becone going to nake the decision, based on public 23 idea would be to go through Noordel oos Qreek and extend the
24 testinony, on whether the project is necessary and conduci ve 24 drain all the way down to the Macatawa R ver or the -- that's
25 topublic health, welfare or convenience. 25 also known as the Bl ack Qreek of Zeeland drain so that

Page 19 Page 21
1 S0, we're going to give our presentation here of 1 nmaintenance can be perforned al ong Noordel oos Oreek so that
2 just sone of the things that we sawand then we're going to 2 it provides an adequate outlet for not only the Nunber 52
3 open up to public comment and get that testinony firsthand on 3 drain, but various city stormsewers, natural water courses
4 vhether or not the project is necessary. 4 and established county drains such as you' ve got the Cedar
5 So, overviewof the Nunber 52 drain, the 5 Qeek drain here north of Business Route 1-96, kind of on the
6 establishnent and process of the Nunber 52 goes back to 1893, 6 eastern side of this notice -- notice area
7 and ve think that it officially becane a drainin 18%. It 7 You' ve got the Nunber 4 and Nunber 43 drain which
8 s atributary to Noordel oos O eek. 8 goes to the southeast past 1-96, 1-196. Then you've got the
9 This figure that we have here on the right side, 9 Nunber 3 drainwhichis kind of south of the Nunber 52 and
10 can you guys see ny little cursor, ny little hand -- 10 picks up sone of this 112th and Janes Sreet area.
1 MEMBERS OF BOARD CF DETERMNATION  Yeah.  Uh-huh. 1 S, what we did for notifications purposes, know ng
12 ENG NEER DAN FREDR KS: So, the dashed dotted |ine 12 that thisis apetition for the Nunber 52 drain but the area
13 right here, that's the current drainage district off the 13 of inpact is goingto be alot larger, we -- we sent out a
14 Nunber 52 drain. That's essentially, inthis case, the 14 lot larger noticing area. So all this area you see in yellow
15 watershed, so any lands within this dotted drain -- dotted 15 is what is the noticing area
16 area are ultimately going to convey water into the Nunber 52 16 V' re not going to make a determnation today of
17 drain 17 what the actual drainage district is going to be, but
18 The Nunber 52 drainis this solid black Iine that 18 definitely people within this area woul d be inpacted by, if
19 starts here north of Geenly Street, goes prinarily south, 19 you're living along Noordel oos Qreek, there may be a request
20 past Rley, and then goes kind of due east across 120 -- 20 for an easenent as the drainis established, work may be
21 112th to make its way into Noordel oos Qreek. Noordel oos 21 occurring along -- along Noordel oos Qreek near your property
22 Qeek is this kind of gray, meandering line over here. 22 so we wanted to make sure that we were notifying the proper
23 So right now fromdrain district established point, 23 people to be at this meeting as this petition could include
24 thisis the drainage -- this is the established drainage 24 ot only inproving the Nunber 52 drain, but extending it or
25 district, and what we're looking to do as part of this 25 adding a branch to the Nunber 52 drain down what is now known
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1 as the Noordel oos O eek. 1 natural hydraulic constriction, and when you get these trees

2 So, as far as establishing what would be a new 2 fallinginto the drain and then log jans formng in these

3 drainage district, that wll -- that will happen later. If 3 areas, it can really exacerbate flooding upstreamin both

4 this is deternined necessary, there will be another day of 4 areas.

5 reviewwhere peopl e can go in and see who's been added to the 5 And then the other thing that we're seeing whichis

6 drainage district, who's been renoved. In sone areas, that's 6 inpart due tothe -- the changing hydrol ogy of the watershed

7 possible as well. But we're not going to make a decision of 7 isincreased amounts of bank erosion, which then creates

8 what the drainage district is today. 8 additional sediment and attached nutrients, which get

9 The drainage district, alot of times, wll follow 9 conveyed to the streamsystem and then as sedinent builds up

10 the -- the watershed, the contributing drainage area that 10 inthe streamsystem that can create sediment bars which can

11 goes to the drain, but ultimately for the drain code, it's 11 obstruct flowand create further flooding as well.

12 based on benefits derived. And in this case right here, 12 So, this was md-My. This was My 18th when we

13 we're looking at establishing Noordel oos Oreek downstream or 13 were out there. Sothe stormevent in this case right here,

14 south of Nunber 52 drain, so all these -- and doing direct 14 these are photos fromMy 18th, but it started on My 17th at

15 work in these areas to provide an adequate outlet for all the 15 the highest -- highest rains -- or highest flood |evels.

16 different city, stormsewer, the established existing drains 16 Thisis-- sothisis after the water levels are receding but

17 that | talked about going to that area. 17 you still have flooding at 104th Avenue.

18 S, for noticing purposes, again, if you got a 18 So, this first photograph is 104th Avenue, is onto

19 notice for this, it neans that you nay or may not be 19 theright. Aice Avenue is just to the left of that right

20 ultimately in the final drainage district, but we want to 20 there. Again, thisis-- thisis belowthe peak flow but

21 make you avere of the process, what's going on. 21 you can see that 104th Avenue is inundated and flooded with

22 S0, going back to the heart of the natter, why 22 vater.

23 we're here today i s drainage issues to discuss. Primarily 23 As we | ook downstreamof 104th Avenue to the right,

24 vhat we're looking for is issues related to public health, 24 you can see the whole -- you can't even make out where the

25  conveni ence or welfare. 25 exact channel is there. Again, you're getting a lot of
Page 23 Page 25

1 Wthin the watershed, as | talked about before, 1 flooding in those areas.

2 withinthis larger area within Hlland Township and the city 2 Further, this is looking nore upstreamor east of

3 of Zeeland, there's been obviously in the last hundred years 3 104th Avenue right here. Again, you can see flooding in

4 or soasignificant amount of and use conversion or 4 close proximty. And this is, again, after the highest --

5 devel opnent. 5 highest flood levels but when we were out there during the

6 Any tine you get a devel opnent fromgoing to a 6 day after the biggest rainintensity, again flooding very

7 forested state to agricultural, there's going to be changes 7 close to properties within the Noordel oos Qreek area.

8 tothe anount of runoff and the drainage patterns, and then 8 This is anapright here fromFEMA that shows the

9 when you take that next step, going fromagricultural |ands 9  100-year floodplain withinthis kind of area of concern

10 to higher residential devel opment or comercial devel oprent, 10 within these Sections 22 and 23 of Holland Townshi p.

11 increase inperviousness, you get more runoff into these 1 S0, one thing that you can know right here that |

12 streams such as Noordel oos Qreek, it gets flash flood zones 12 talked about before is you'll see that -- you can see the

13 which means when you get a rainfall, the water spikes, it 13 restrictions that we're going to end up talking about in a

14 gets higher, it floods -- floods a |arger area. 14 little nore detail, but here's a railroad crossing to the

15 So, that's kind of one of the things that we're 15 north, you got Chicago Drive, you got 104th Avenue crossing,

16 battling in general withinthis area. But specific points 16 you've got 1-90 -- 1-96 crossing, and then those are going to

17 related to public health, welfare and convenience are -- 17 be the areas where if we start getting log jans, that can

18 we've seen roadway overtopping and flooding, so when you 18 really exacerbate flood probl ens.

19 start getting flooded roads, we talk about inpacts, 19 Now some of these areas such as just upstream or

20 difficulties for emergency access vehicles to be able to get 20 to the east of 104th Avenue, there are areas near Alice

21 to properties. 21 Avenue and just east of 104th Avenue where, you know these

22 (e of the main things that we can see out here and 22 areas are constructed very close to the 100-year floodpl ain,

23 Joe alluded to is the anount of woody debris obstructions, 23 or within the 100-year floodplain, so back yard flooding Iike

24 specifically at the pinch points where we have rough bridges, 24 we're seeing right there is going to happen, but what we want

25 bridge crossings and things like that, that's kind of your 25 todois nake sure that we're taking all neasures to reduce
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1 the amount of flooding and potential flooding as mich as 1 So erosion, that's another prevalent thing we're

2 possible. 2 seeing along the drain in part because this is a devel oping

3 So, ve talked about woody debris. V¢'re going to 3 watershed, and as you get flashier flows more frequently

4 say that there's -- there's bad obstructions and there's good 4 natureis going to carve itself out a deeper channel.

5 obstructions. This photo on the left, this is the railroad 5 So you can -- on the picture to the left, you see

6 bridge just north of Chicago Drive, so right where I've got 6 basically typical bank erosion, and then on the right, this

7 ny hand kind of scrolling around here. You can see |og jans. 7 s generally what happens, you get the erosion, it starts

8 Thisisjust aprone -- prone area, or because it has two 8 carvingitself out a wider area, but then you can see this

9 different bays in here and this little center pier, it's 9 hig sedinent |oad being deposited as well, and that can

10 going to-- it's going to be prone to collecting woody debris 10  reduce the capacity of the streamchannel and exacerbate

11 and log jans. 11 flooding probl ens

12 And obviously, as you can see, if you start 12 Here, again, we're looking at more areas. These

13 stacking up logs that are restricting the cul vert capacity by 13 are a coupl e of photos near people's back yards. In addition

14 naybe half, and ve al ready know that these areas are prone to 14 to excess sedinent to the channel, you al so have |and | oss of

15 flooding, any woody debris on top of that is only going to 15 people's properties. That becomes especially concerning if

16  exacerbate these -- these -- these areas. So when we have 16  you have a house that's very near to the drain that coul d be

17 critical infrastructure such as roads, streams, crossings, we 17 potentially inpacted by this erosion. But again, these are

18 want to make sure that we're removing log jans fromthose 18 just a fewexanples of some of the bank erosion that we're

19 areas. 19 seeing along the drain itself

20 Amnor anount of inbedded woody debris in the 20 So that's a brief overviewof -- of some of the

21 banks or so long as it's not obstructing flow that's good 21 things we've seen here. And just kind of going into what

22 hecause that does add conplexity and inproves habitat within 22 happens next, this is where we really want to open up the

23 the streamsystem but it's really when it becones a 23 public testinony and hear your concerns along the drain, and

24 potential interference with flooding where it becones an 24 then ultinately we're going to leave it up to the Board of

25 issue that we need to take care of. 25 Deternination to decide whether or not the petitionis
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1 Here's going further, so starting kind of up here 1 necessary

2 by Chicago Drive and then noving down, further downstream 2 If the board finds the petitionis not necessary

3 thisis along 10600 Paw Paw Drive. It's on the -- near the 3 then the projects ceases imediately, no additional actionis

4 \ollink property. And this is kind of representative of a 4 taken, and a petition cannot be heard al ong the Nunber 52

5 1ot of Noordeloos Oeek. You'll see erosion, downed trees, a 5 drain for another 12 nonths

6 tree falls down, that diverts flows, creates additional 6 If the Board of Determnation finds that the

7 erosion. You also see sedinentation, bar buildup, erosions 7 petition is necessary, then we will proceed -- proceed with a

8 going oninthrough there. Again, once you start getting a 8 project scope. As Joe alluded to in the beginning, we don't

9 fewof these log jams and it builds up, it can really 9 know what that scope would be. V¢ have not done any rea

10 exacerbate the flooding probl ems within the area. 10 intense engineering study at this tine, no topographic

1 This is going further downstreamwithin the Paw Paw 11 survey. Again, we're not going to get the cart way before

12 Park area, again another here, it's just a pedestrian 12 the horse and spend a ot of money if this project is

13 crossing, but you can see again prone to woody debris buildup 13 determined not necessary

14 inthere as vell. 14 Utimately, we want to hear fromthe people to make

15 This is actually al ong the Nunber 52 drain itself, 15 that decision on whether they feel the project is necessary

16 sothis is woody debris and vegetation to -- to a smaller 16 or not. But if the project is determned necessary, we

17 level, but even within that, the Nunber 52 drain itself, it 17 conplete that engineering design, we do additiona

18 could definitely stand to have sone tree managenent and 18 topographic surveys, we'd meet with property owners who are

19 vegetation renoval just to make sure that the flowis being 19 having concerns out there, really identify these problens

20 optinmzed and hydraulic capacity of that is being optimzed 20 areas, and then eval uate alternatives to nost cost

21 as mch as possi bl e. 21  effectively address these issues.

22 You can kind of just see right here on this picture 22 If we do extend the drain down Noordel oos O eek

23 tothe right, when you get sone of this thicker vegetation 23 we're going to have to get easenents along every hit of

24 growing wthin the channel, that that can really obstruct 24 Noordel oos Qreek that we establish as the county drain

25 flow the flowof water to drain stormevents. 25 \é'Il have to get pernits fromthe Departnent of
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1 Bwironnental Quality Geat Lakes and Energy, known as EQLE, 1 the 1890's they were putting in and trying to basically drain

2 todo any work within Noordel oos Qreek since it is currently 2 lands to put in agricultural production, they're going to

3 anatural streamsystem 3 take that land down to the natural water -- waterway, in this

4 And then once we have a project design, all 4 case the streamat Noordel oos Qreek and, you know have that

5 easements and pernmits in place, we'll actually then bid a 5 at the outlet.

6 project out to qualified contractors, and the |owest 6 So, inthis case, not necessarily. Usually you're

7 qualified contractor, |owest priced bid that we receive would 7 taking it because there is this natural outlet

8 be awerded the project. 8 BOARD CHA RPERSIN BILL CARAQ (kay. | appreciate

9 A that point, we would go and hold a day of review 9 that. Aso, before we openit up for public coments, | wil

10 which is when we'll have all the actual costs determned, 10 have Seve nake a presentation again about how the public nmay

11 we'll have that drainage district established at that point, 11 comment

12 and you'll be re-notified again as to what your -- your 12 I's there anybody here fromthe city of Zeeland that

13 assessment will be, and then you'll have the ability to 13 would like to nake a comment?

14 appeal that as well at that tine. 14 M TIMKLUNDER  This is TimKunder fromthe city

15 And then once we get through this whol e process, if 15 of Zeeland. | have no comments at this tine

16 the petition is found necessary, we'll actually construct a 16 BOARD CHA RPERSIN BILL CARQ (kay.  And 1" mgoi ng

17 project. Sothereis quite a fewsteps we've got to get 17 to do the sane for Holland Charter Township. Is there

18 through after today before we can inplenent any actual work. 18 anybody fromHolland Charter Township that would like to make

19 So, with that, I'd like to open up to any questions 19 acoment? (No response.)

20 the board may have, or the public will be here, so thank you. 20 Ckay. And then again, 1'mgoing to also ask is

21 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRQ  Appreciate that. 21 there anybody here fromthe Gitawa County Road Conmi ssion

22 First, I'mgoing toturnit over to ask Rch, do you have any 22 that would like to make a conment? (No response.)

23 questions of the engineer? 23 And hearing none, 1'mgoing to turn this over to

24 BOARD MEMBER R CH VANDERKLCK:  No, | do not. 24 Seve. Seve, would you reviewbriefly again the -- howthe

25 BOARD CHA| RPERSON BILL CARRQ  Ken, do you have any 25 public could make public coments, say, inthe tine [inmts?
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1 questions of the engineer at this stage? 1 ATTCR\EY STEVE KOBKI:  Yes. Thank you, M. Chair.

2 BOARD SECRETARY KEN S(UTER A this nonent, | do 2 Soagain, the board decided on a three-minute public comment

3 not. 3 time period. Sol will put up athree-ninute tiner. And

4 BOARD CHA RPERSON BILL CARQY  (kay.  Dan, | do 4 that -- the tine still wll be the board's to enforce, so |

5 have a fewquestions. First, did| understand that this 5 won't dothat, but | will be able to display for the board

6 proposed Noordel oos Creek drain or the -- | guess it's going 6 when the three mnutes has been reached.

7 tobe called the Number 52 drainif it is determned to be 7 Interns of participating, and sone people are

8 necessary, does it exist between different county drains? 8 already doing it, there is the raise your hand option on

9 Doesit enpty into a county drain? 9 here. That is the -- the best way to -- to give coment if

10 ENG NEER DAN FREDR XS W1, it does actual ly 10 you went to so that | can see that you would like to

11 enpty into the Micatawa R ver which at that part is 11 participate.

12 established as the B ack Creek of Zeeland drain. 12 I will call on people in the order that they have

13 BOARD CHA RPERSIN BILL CARRQ Sois it unusual 13 their hands raised. And then at that point, | wll look to

14 that you woul d have a segment where it is taking -- you have 14 the chat function as well. And the people, if they want to

15 this Number 52 proposed drain, is it unusual that you woul d 15 nake a comment in the chat, and again sone people have

16  have this section of water course in between drains? You 16 already, | just ask that you put your -- your nane and

17 have drains north of it, you have drains south of it, but 17  address with your comment in the chat so that | can read that

18 this little sectionis not part of the county drain, that 18 into the record and so that the court recorder can have that

19 seems unusual to ne. Is that to you, based on your 19 -- your infornation associated wth that

20  experience? 20 Again, for -- to raise your hand, for people on

21 ENG NEER DAN FREDR KS. Vel I, | nean given that 21 your conputer, it is the raise your hand button that you'll

22 Noordel oos Oreek was a natural water course, not -- not 22 find at the bottomright of the participant's list, when you

23 necessarily. Again, you've got Nunber 52 drain and some of 23 open the participant's list. And for those of you calling in

24 these other drains, |ike the Cedar Drain, since there was a 24 by phone, you dial star 9. And once you dial star 9, that

25 natural water course there, especially if you go back to like 25 wll indicate that -- that you woul d like to participate
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1 So, at this point, | amgoing to bring up the tiner 1 on Chicago Drive, and | guess ny higgest concern about all of
2 e have here. 2 thisiskind of the assessnent. It just says that it's going
3 BOARD CHA| RPERSON BI LL CARRQ  And while Steve does 3 tobe determned at a later date, and that's kind of
4 that, | will have Seve call the public participants in the 4 unnerving to me because | don't know what that's going to be
5 order of which they have asked, and Steve, thisis a 5 | mean, okay, so like we got this -- | got this --
6 remnder, when the public does nake comments, | ask the 6 this letter inthe mil Iike a week ago when you guys had
7 public to again give your nane and your address. 7 this thing, project all napped out with all these different
8 Seve, you can take it fromhere. 8 things, and you've been working on it for a vhile, but we --
9 ATTCR\EY STEVE KOBKI:  Ckay. Thank you. And | 9 at least ne, | don't know about everybody else, but | just
10 will also keep, M. Chair, I'll keep track of, to make sure 10 heard about this just a week ago, and | kind of want to know
11 that we have first-tine conmenters, and we'|l go through the 11 howmch it's going to cost before we junp intoit. | just
12 first -- the round of people, first-tine comments, and then 12 think it's kind of premature
13 if people are indicating they have repeat comments, | will 13 | mean, just personally, being around town, | know
14 turnit over to the hoard to decide how you went to handle 14 that it's flooded in certain areas, but like the nap | ooks
15 that. 15 pretty big for who -- who all is included. Like! can --
16 Ckay. Sothe first comenter is Sondra Kehrwecker. 16 look at -- 1"'mlooking at the flood zones, a flood zone map
17 Sondra, if you could unmite yourself and introduce yourself, 17 for Zeeland and it's a conpletely different area, and | don't
18 your name and address for the record? 18 know it's just kind of likeit's -- | don't know | feel
19 M5, KAREN KEHREKER  Yes, ny nane is Karen 19 likeit'sjust alittlehit soontojust go for this, just
20 Kehrwecker. 1'mon ny daughter's conputer. V& Iive on 20 vote on something and then approve it, not know ng how much
21 Franklin Sreet in Zeeland. |'mon the outskirts of your 21 it's going to cost, because it seens |ike we just say, okay
22 houndary there for your drain, and | just want to say that we 22 it'saneed but | feel like cost is inportant, because,
23 do not have water and sewer with the city. V¢ have our own 23 yeah, that's just ny concerns. | don't -- | don't have
24 well, our own septic system 24 anything like witten out. If | had something prepared
25 And when Hol I and Townshi p put the road through on 25 better, maybe it would be --
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1 Franklin Sreet, there's a building across the street that 1 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRQ | do appreciate -- |
2 does have water and sewer, but when they put the road 2 do appreciate your comments, Kyle. V& are following state
3 through, they flanged it to ny property, so |'mactually 3 law which the first stepistotry todetermineif there are
4 dealing with ny own water, the water fromthe drain. | don't 4 problens, showing that there's a necessity for a project
5 believe we gointo the drain. 5 before we spend public dollars trying to define the scope of
6 You only have three houses on Franklin Sreet, and 6 the project and whether it does exist.
7 1 wish when you | ook at the boundaries again you woul d 7 Sacy, the attorney for the Gtawa Gounty Vit er
8 exclude us as | don't feel we're part of it. The building on 8 Resources Conmissioner, is there anything you would like to
9 the other sideis, but we're not. Sothat's ny only 9 add?
10 question. Thank you. 10 ATTCRNEY STACY HSSONG  Yeah, so | think the chair
1 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRQY | appreciate that, 11 explained it pretty well that the way the Drain Code is set
12 and Dan, the engineer, wll be making notes on this. Wen 12 up, and this is the process, often unpopul ar, because you are
13 they do determine the nore specific boundaries, they wll -- 13 asking to comment on something where you don't know the
14 they will ook your property. 14 anount of the project, but the process is set up so that we
15 MB. KAREN KEHRMECKER | think sometimes it's 15 don't spend a ot of noney on engineering before we move
16 confusing being in the township but still being part of 16 forward, because if we hear frompeople they aren't
17 Zeeland, and there's only the three houses on Franklin 17 experiencing a problem then -- then we don't went to
18 Sreet. So thank you. 18  engineer a proposed sol ution.
19 BOARD CHA| RPERSON BILL CARRQ  Thank you. Steve, 19 So ve don't have information as to what the cost is
20 next? 20 yet because ve really haven't done a lot. You heard fromthe
21 ATTCRNEY STEVE KOBSKI:  Thank you. The next comment 21 engineer that he went out and did a -- basically a
22 is Kyle Mart. Kyle, could you please unmite yourself and say 22 reconnai ssance inspection. There's not really been
23 your nane and address for the record? 23 engineering that woul d take place to find out how much it
24 M KYLE MRT:  Hello, thisis Kyle Mrt. Can you 24 would cost, but that's the next step.
25 see me? Ckay. Yeah. It says -- yeah, |'mfrom104 -- I'm 25 And Joe Bush, who's the Véter Resources
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1 Commissioner, has had -- has extensive experience in putting 1 sixremaining ones wll be finished up by the end of 2021,

2 sonething to this -- Iike this together. So what -- why -- 2 sonewhere around there, so that's kind of where we're at

3 what wll gointoensuring that it's affordable is working 3 And what |"mcurious about is a couple things.

4 vith the engineers and the permtting agencies to come up 4 Ninber 1, did the engineer do any kind of study or any work

5 with the best solution to address people's problens, and then 5 at all of what the inpact is of that newculvert that's been

6 alsoworking with the communities like the city of Zeeland 6 put in on Business Loop 1-96. Alot of work going on down

7 and Holland Charter Township to ensure that it's affordable. 7 there, and that seems to be kind of a backup point. That was

8 In those situations, they do help with the cost, as 8 the conplaint when they put the newculvert in at 104th, was

9 does the county helps with significant anount of the cost. 9 okay, you fixed the 104th. Now you have to fix up Business

10 And any time you have questions about it, Kyle, you can call 10  Loop 1-96

11  the Viéter Resources Gommissioner's office and they wll be 1 The other thing is that it sounds like from

12 happy to provide infornation. 12 everything |"'ve heard, that the city of Zeeland has been

13 V¢ just don't have a dollar amount for you today 13 paying the drain comission already to take care of the Cedar

14 because one -- for two reasons. (e, we haven't done the 14 Drain, and we certainly pay high enough taxes, we ought to

15 engineering to know that, and two, the commissioner likes to 15 get something, because we don't get much fromthe city

16 solicit input at these types of meetings in order to know 16 So, I"ve gone there and talked with 10 to 14

17 who's experiencing probl ens. 17 neighbors here, and all 10 are agreeing we're not really in

18 So we nay hear fromyou, boy, | have a probl emat 18 favor of thisif it means our taxes are going to go up

19 ny property that we didn't know about, and so we went that 19  because the Zoompeopl e aren't going to give us any money

20 information to help us develop a project scope if it is found 20 back, we knowthat. Sothat's all | have to say about it.

21 necessary. 21 Thank you

22 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BILL CARAQ The other thing | 22 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BILL CARGQ | appreciate it.

23 would note is just for the public that these are considered 23 (ne of the things, you did ask a specific question as to

24 to be shared public burdens. This is something that 24 whether an engineering study has been done with regard to any

25 everybody's water contributes or may be contributing to this 25 of the public roads or highways in the area, and the answer
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1 drain, and even though you nay not have a probl embecause you 1 isno, they have not done that at this stage

2 live at the top of a hill, your water does flow downhill, 2 A this stage, the Board of Determnationis only

3 that's engineering 101, and if there is an issue, then that 3 determining whether there are problems that would require or

4 would becone a shared public burden, assuning there are 4 recomend the invol venent of the county Vter Resources

5 problens and this is brought under the control of the county 5 Comissioner, so | just went to enphasize that the engineer

6 \Vdter Resources Comm SSioner. 6 didstate that previously but we'll enphasize it once again.

7 Seve, if you would go to the next person, | would 7 Seve, the next person?

8 appreciate it. 8 M CHIK DEJNE  Fromny --

9 ATTCR\EY STEVE KOBKI:  Yes, the next comment is 9 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BILL CARGQ No, you' re done.

10 fromChuck DeJonge. Chuck, if you could unmite yoursel f and 10  Chuck, you're done now Steve, would you nove on?

11 state your nane and address for the record? 1 ATTCRNEY STEVE KOBKI:  Yes, the next comment is

12 M CHIX DEIONE  Yeah, | live at 590 R verbank 12 fromChristi Volink. Christi, if you could unmite yoursel f

13 drcle, Zeeland. That's commonly known now as the Cottages 13 and state your nane and address for the record, please?

14 at Rver Bend. It's the new condo devel opnent at the 14 M GRYVALING H, weare Christi and Gy

15 intersection of 104th and Paw Paw 15 Vollink. V¢ live at 10600 Paw Paw Drive, which is south of

16 The back side of our property borders al ong 16 104th. You've seen our picture of our back yard up on the

17 Noordel oos Qeek fromthe Paw Paw foot bridge over to the 17 screen. At present, the bank is giving avay and we are 22

18  104th cul vert north of Alice where sone of those pictures 18 feet fromour garage, so we're kind of in a critical node

19 were taken. ¢ have about a quarter to a half nile frontage 19 here vhat to do

20 alongthat. Andif you look at that map, | wish|'d gotten 20 V¢ had a damrenoved this spring. The snow on the

21 sent that map instead of the one | got, it identifies that as 21 ground was on the bank yet and | had seen the bank. The dam

22 the Cedar Drain. The sign for Cedar Drain with the big bl ue 22 wes renoved, and the water dropped about eight inches to a

23 X that's where we are. 23 foot, which | appreciate that Joe did that for us, went into

24 Now that is a 24-unit devel opment, which there's 24 Hlland Township to do that. So we've been there since '81

25 going to be four more occupied by the end of Cctober and the 25 and we see that the creek noves all the tine, but | have
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1 never seen it this bad where our bank i s giving anay and ve 1 typeof adrainproject if it is determned thereis a

2 are getting very close to our garage. 2 problemthat needs to be addressed?

3 M question is to someone here, how long does this 3 ENG NEER DAN FREDR KS. Yeah, yeah, you hit that

4 take, if it's approved, to go through this process. There's 4 right on exactly.

5 several steps and how|ong does that take and that's -- 5 BOARD CHA RPERSIN BILL CARRQ (kay.  So | say that

6 that's all | have to say. 6 to the nenbers of the public who are fearful of the cost,

7 BOARD CHA RPERSON BILL CARRY ' mgoing to ask the 7 because those type of projects are quite a bit |ess expensive

8 -- either Sacy, the attorney for the Véter Resources 8 thanintrying to enclose an open course waterway, which

9 Commissioner, or Joe, the Wter Resources Comm ssioner, to 9 would be very expensive.

10 give a brief statenent on the typical anount of time it takes 10 I'mgoing to nmove back to Steve. Seve, would you

11  to decide whether there should be a project and the 11 bring up the next person for public comment?

12 apportionnent process. 12 ATTCRNEY STEVE KOBKI:  Yes, the next comment is

13 ATTCRNEY STACY HSSONG  I'I1 give ny stab at it, 13 fromthe phone nunber ending in 6702. You are unmited now

14 then I'Il let Joe fill in. Sothat's an excellent question. 14 soif you could introduce yourself, your nane and address for

15 1'mgoing to give you a very lawyer-like answer. It depends. 15 the record?

16 S0 a decision about whether a project will take 16 M HJIO SAUER Yes, Higo Sauger (ph) in Royal

17 place basically is today. Wat that project isis goingto 17 Park Condos. |1'mtalking about further south on the drain,

18 take sone tine because a few things cone into play. 18 drain along 9 at Royal Park Condos, these (inaudible) and

19 (e, the engineers are going to go out and do an 19 enters into a retention pond which has devel oped into a

20 actual survey, not just a site inspection but a survey, and 20 sludge pond with erosion, sedinent. This pond has been

21 thenin order to establish sonething that's not established 21 filled with foliage, growh, naking |ess roomfor vater.

22 hefore as part of the county drain, two things have to 22 My that be dredged and nade into a pond again? |f

23 happen, and this is the real tine sucker, so to speak, and 23 not, isit better to do so and ask for forgiveness after the

24 that's obtaining easements on either side of what we're going 24 fact?

25 to establish, and then getting the EQE pernits to be able to 25 BOARD CHARPERSON BILL CARRQY | think-- Is that
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1 do the work. 1 the end of your comments or questions?

2 And so we' || be doing those things at the same 2 M HURO SAUER That's ny comment/question, yes.

3 time. W'II be working on both itens at the sane time. But 3 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRQ  (kay. | appreciate

4 depending on how |l ong the easenent acquisition takes and how 4 that. First of al, we don't knowthe scope of the project,

5 long the permitting takes, that -- that will be the case. 5 sol can't answer in particular, but | wll say for the

6 V¢ can't do any work until both of those itens are 6 record that when you're dealing with EQE asking for

7 inplace, sol would-- | would estimate that it is not going 7 forgiveness before asking for permission is never going to be

8 tobein 2020. Best case scenario would be in 2021. 8 avery good strategy.

9 If we get all the easenents and all the pernts, 9 And EALE, of course, is the state environnental

10 then the next thing would be is we -- the engineers woul d be 10 agency. And | knowthat the -- Joe Bush, as a Véter

11 putting together a hid package for contractors. Qnce that 11 Resources Commissioner, is not going to do sonething wthout

12 happens, then ve'll send out a public notice about the bid 12 having permssion fromthe Sate of Mchigan. That woul d be

13 letting and the day of review 13 very detrimental to his position and he's not going to put

14 S0, as soon as that can happen, we will have that 14 hinself in that position.

15 take place, but those are the two main factors are the 15 Seve, who is your next coment?

16 easements and the pernts. 16 ATTCR\EY STEVE KOSKI:  The next comment is from

17 VATER RESOURCES OO JCE BUSH  Ckay.  Thank you. 17 Kevin Lee. Kevin, if you could unmite yourself and state

18 BOARD CHARPERSON BILL CARRQ  Also |'d nake a 18 your name and address for the record?

19 comment. Ctentines when we have drain projects, people fear 19 M KEMNLEE Yeah, good morning, Kevin Lee,

20 that we are talking about enclosed drains and that which can 20 10415 Springfield Arcle. A couple thoughts on this. ['m

21 becone very expensive, but because this is a natural water 21 really concerned about the cost of the project. | know just

22 course, | would suspect that any project that was put into 22 dealing with getting easements and al| this research for the

23 place woul d be nore dealing with bank stabilization and 23 engineering side i s pretty expensive so that we can nove

24 removing trees and so forth from-- fromthe water course. 24 forward with this now and you do all that research, we

25 Typically, Dan, is that what you woul d see in this 25 decide not todoit, there's still going to be that cost
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1 associated wth that. 1 didnot make sense
2 And | know in other districts in the south side 2 Interns of the cost, again, Dan -- Joe has lots of
3 with Seaders Borough, the south one, they had that same of 3 experience inthis as the Wter Resources Gommissioner. Dan
4 thing, where they kind of did the research, and then even if 4 and | have done projects. | know he looks 20 and | |ook 25
5 you stop the project, you still have the cost of the 5 but we've actually done this for areally long tine
6 engineering. So kind of concerned about that. 6 And if easenent acquisition, if we have people
7 A'so, for us in Seaders Borough, | have a drainin 7 aong the water course that are going to work with us, it
8 ny back yard that's higher than ny property line anyway, so | 8 does not -- don't equate that to being unreasonably
9 aready have water that floods in ny back yard and doesn't 9 expensive. So, you know the costs will be what the costs
10 actually gointo a drain that's near ny property anyway, so | 10 will be, but we will work very hard to keep that under
11 think that we should be excluded fromthis project. 11 control to the extent possible
12 | definitely synpathize with the people | saw 12 Joe al so has what | woul d say an excel | ent
13 pictures of the back yard. Some of those I ook |ike new 13 relationship with the county to assist in paying for the
14 devel oprents, sone of themlook like they've been there for a 14 projects. Qtawa Gounty is going to be a project partner in
15 while. I'mjust really concerned about the cost and what the 15 terms of paying for the project, as well as the two
16 actual district will ook like, howhig the area will be. 16 communities, and al so the Mchigan Departnent of
17 W're kind of near where you're talking but | don't -- | 17 Transportation in terns of taking a nice chunk of the project
18 don't knowif it necessarily will benefit ny nei ghborhood. 18 cost as vell
19 Thank you. 19 Dan or Joe?
20 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRQY | appreciate the 20 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRQ  Also the Gtava
21 comments. Steve, who is next on the comment |ist? 21 County Road Conmission would pay a portion of it too
22 ATTCR\EY STEVE KCBKI:  So it looks like in terms of 22 ATTCR\EY STACY HSSONG Y.
23 the participants, we have nade it through the list, so now | 23 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRQ Ay project that is
24 will check the -- the chat, chat box and see what comments we 24 decided. Ckay. Thank you. Steve, is there anybody el se
25 have there. 25 any coments?

Page 47 Page 49
1 Ckay. So this coment is fromMke Conover, 1 ATTCRNEY STEVE KOSKI:  Yes, there's a fewnore
2 Go-n-o-v-e-r, and his address is 11296 Ruralview Drive in 2 here. Sothe next chat conment was fromLinda CGole, Go-l-e
3 Holland, and Mke says that he's concerned about the cost of 3 and her address is 10420 Beachnut Lane, and Linda says, |
4 expanding the drainage district beyond what currently exists. 4 would agree cost is the significant factor. | also believe
5 Qur neighborhood has al ready paid significantly for projects 5 that the water would only shift fromone area and then flood
6 inour imediate neighborhood. Expansion of this district 6 inanother area
7 sounds like a good amount of work with associated costs. Wiy 7 If the excess water is put into the Back River
8 does this not qualify for the creation of a newdistrict 8 Black Rver wll flood. A'so, there doesn't seemto be an
9 rather than an expansion of the existing district? 9 indication of protecting wildlife. V¢ areretired, and
10 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BILL CARAQ ' migoing to ask 10 having to pay nore in taxes or assessments will be very
11 that that be -- question be answered by either Sacy and/ or 11 difficult for us
12 Joe. Wo wants to take a stab at that? 12 BOARD CHA RPERSON BILL CARRQ | think that's a
13 ATTCR\EY STACY HSSING  I' Il take the first stab, 13 good comment. | would note that one of the things that the
14 and then Joe and Dan, correct me where I'moff. Sothe 14 Drain Commissioner has to, excuse ne, the Véter Resources
15 Nunber 52, basically we're dealing with the sane water 15  Commissi oner has to take into account is the amount of water
16 course, soif it was nade a separate district, you'd have a 16 flowng through the drain and how quickly it is being
17 group of people in two drainage districts instead of one, so 17 rel eased.
18 it really didn't make sense to create a brand new one, and 18 He nay deci de that there needs to be sone sort of
19 extensions are hasically updating the current one makes the 19 wetland created that will be able to hold sone of this water
20 nost sense. 20 For instance, in Gand Haven Charter Township and Port
21 And when we're looking at the drainage district, 21 Sheldon Township, he created a newdrain called the H awatha
22 we'rereally looking at the watershed contribution area, so 22 Drain. And to control the flowthrough this drain so ve
23 we felt that it was the nost cost efficient way to do this, 23 didn't have a surge that woul d cause flooding downstream he
24 instead of having two significant nunber of properties be in 24 did create a wetlands, actually award winning wetlands, so he
25 two districts or nore, depending, creating a second district 25 does have an environmental aspect to any project that's going
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1 tobeputinto-- into play. 1 Seve, do you have any other coments?
2 Again, he has to find that bal ance between dealing 2 ATTCRNEY STEVE KOSKI:  Yes, we have a few nore
3 with the problens that exist and al so the environnental 3 hands raised non The next one is Kevin Viening or M ening,
4 inpact of any project that he creates, which is why he also 4 if you could unmite yoursel f and state your name and address
5 works with the Sate of Mchigan and EQLE 5 for the record?
6 Fair enough. Joe, anything else you vant to add? 6 M KEMNVENNG Yes, Kevin Viening, 2625 104th
7 WATER RESOURCES OOMM JCE BUSH  Yeah, | just want 7 Avenue. |'mjust north of James Street there, kind of the
8 totalk about -- that's a good topic. There's a very 8 railroad tracks that you guys just talked about earlier. |
9 inportant issue, not just of flooding, and | hear that's all 9 definitely see the need for this project. V¢ do have quite a
10 we're talking about today, but when we | ook at a flooding 10 fewtrees that get clogged up and cause the damage on the --
11 situation, we alvays take in consideration of, again, Bll, 11 onthe river there. Aso have sone erosion.
12 as you noted, can we put wetlands upstream 12 So ny back yard has the G eystone subdivision and
13 (e of our other partners that we're going to be 13 it's got the drainage, and it comes toa, I'Il call it a
14 working with or a fewother partners will be the MGG so we 14 peninsula point, and the erosion is beginning to cut away at
15 work with Kel ly Goward over at the Macatawa Area Goordinating 15 that and will eventually go straight through that point, and
16  Qouncil, and we al so work with David Nyitray and -- and his 16 the Geystone drainage will not have a creek to draininto
17 staff over at the Qutdoor Discovery. There's a lot of noney. 17 anynore.
18 This water ends up in Lake Macatawa, and there's a -- there's 18 S a couple of questions that | have is what does
19 alot of projects going on to clean up Lake Macatawa, and | 19 the easement |ook Iike? So obviously | would have to grant
20 wll be partners wth those folks as well moving into this 20 an easenent or you woul d have to get an easenent fromne to
21 situation. And they'll be involved. | get their input, and 21 work on that. And second of all, 90 percent of the issue
22 we also look at water quality is very inportant, fish 22 comes fromdownstreamor fromneighbor's properties where all
23 habitat, the wildife, what's in the creek. | know they 23 the dead Ash trees that are dead, some are standing, some are
24 monitor it. There's been -- Qutdoor O scovery has done a 24 down, and when the flooding happens, it takes those trees and
25 project by Paw Paw bridge a fewyears back. There's sone 25 it puts themright into the drainage ditch.
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1 other projects going up -- further upstreamfrom Qutdoor 1 So how far does that cleanup go, does it just take
2 Discovery. 2 care of the banks or does it go to where all those trees are
3 So ve will be partnering -- partnering wth the 3 still standing, does it clear those? | think those are a
4 MAXC and Qutdoor Discovery on nmaking sure that any project we 4 couple of the questions that | woul d have.
5 dowll be-- have all those neasures init for |ike water 5 BOARD CHA RPERSON BILL CARRQ  Kevin, we can't talk
6 quality, habitat, flooding, and then, yeah, even peopl e who 6 about the scope of the easenent in terns of the width, but we
7 kayak it. 7 cantalk alittle bit about what a typical easenent contains
8 V¢ vant to nake sure we try to cleanit up. That's 8 interns of the |anguage.
9 our end goal is not just for flooding but there's -- there's 9 Sacy, do you vant to nention or talk about that
10 & bunch of noving parts when ve do a project, and we'll make 10 briefly?
11 sure of that. 1 ATTCRNEY STACY HSSONG  Sure. So, we have to have
12 | just went to answer M. DeJonge's question 12 -- the state lawrequires that we have to have a pernmanent
13 earlier, that they are not replacing those bridges on 13 easement, not a tenporary easenent on those properties
14 Business Loop 1-96. They're just redoing the surface tops. 14 because we're taking the drain in perpetuity, taking over
15 So those are not new bridges, just FYI. 15 jurisdiction, and basically it says a couple of things.
16 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BILL CARGQ The other thing | 16 It says that we have the right to enter onto the
17 would note is Dan didn't really enphasize this but it's 17 property to performthe nai ntenance and i nprovenent, to get
18 sonmething that we understand is that the flooding issues, as 18 our equipnent on the property, and that we ask that you don't
19 pointed out, just don't harmprivate property, they also 19  put any permanent structures wthin the easenent area,
20 harm when you talk about the scouring of the bank, it harns 20 because we can't have like sonebody' s garage in the way once
21  the ecosystemthat exists there and makes it difficult for 21 ve take the easenent to work around.
22 mch of the natural wildlife that woul d exist to survive, so 22 There are instances, if you have plants, we can
23 this has also an ecol ogical or environmental aspect toit, in 23 work with the property owner to put |anguage in the agreenent
24 addition to the issues of flooding in personal property and 24 tocarve apiece out if that's sonething that's planned, but
25 public property. 25 hasically it gives us the right to performnaintenance and
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1 inprovenent activities on the drain easenent. 1 flooded all the tine

2 The width, we will work with the property owners. 2 And no, the creek is not affecting them but the

3 Some property owners want their trees cut, sone property 3 water fromtheir neighbors are. MNow those neighbors are

4 owners want their trees saved to the extent possible, and 4 fine, but they're affecting the other people. So just

5 those will be conversations wth the engineers. 5 because you are not affected by it does not mean you are not

6 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BILL CARAQ Thank you, Stacy. 6 affecting what's happeni ng.

7 Seve back to you. Wo is next on the list? 7 S0, you know | just -- that's ny only comment

8 ATTCRNEY STEVE KOBKI:  Actual Iy, Joe, did you have 8 Thank you.

9 sonething to say? 9 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BILL CARAQ Carol yn makes a very

10 WATER RESOLRCES OO JCE BUSH Vel I, | did. | 10 good point and that's what we tal ked about earlier about the

11 just wanted to show-- to tell, Kevin, that one thing ve try 11 shared public burden. The fact if you have a new

12 todois take the trees to the top of the bank for sure, and 12 devel oprent, if done well, hopeful ly you're not going to have

13 then work with property owners to save the good trees if you 13 any flooding, but you increase the inpervious area and you

14 have live trees, but | knowthere's a lot of dead Ash all 14 increase the runoff or may increase the runoff into this --

15 along the water course. 15 into this proposed drainage district

16 But there is sone nice trees in there, and | don't 16 Seve, do you have anybody el se who woul d |ike to

17 come in and clear both sides like it's going to be a Ianding 17 make comments or like to make suggestions?

18 strip for an airplane, so | dotry to keep all the good 18 ATTCRNEY STEVE KOBKI:  Next comment is fromHarol d

19 trees, good vegetation, and then take the dead stuff that 19 K Harold, if you could unmite yourself and state your name

20 actually isinthe creek itself, or on the banks, we don't 20 and address for the record, please?

21 remove the trunks typically. Ve try to keep themin for 21 Harold, if you go to the hotton? Ch, there you go

22 stabilizing the banks, but again cut themflush with the -- 22 M HARCLD KIMBEL:  Are we good now?

23 with the ground. 23 ATTCR\EY STEVE KOSKI:  Yep, we can hear you.

24 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRQ  Appreciate that, 24 M HARCLD KIMBEL: Al right. Sorry about that.

25  Joe. 25 Hirold Kinbel, 10532 Paw Paw Drive. |'mone of the ones that
Page 55 Page 57

1 WATER RESOLRCES COW JCE BUSH  Ckay. 1 gets the major anount of water in his back yard. This has

2 BOARD CHAl RPERSON BILL CARRQQ  Thank you. Steve, 2 been needed to be done for a while non @ving those -- ny

3 back to you. 3 neighbor has ten foot of bank that's gone conpletely anay

4 ATTCR\EY STEVE KOSKI: Al right. The next coment 4 And | understand those that nmaybe aren't affected

5 isfromGrolyn. Carolyn, if you could unmite yourself and 5 and have to pay, but it is ashared thing. And it also does

6 state your name and address for the record, please? 6 affect the wildlife. Ve used to have salmon cone up through

7 M5, CAROLYN FUNCKES:  I'mGarolyn Funckes. | live 7 there, and alot of the blockage now you don't have the

8 at 581 Alice Avenue. And we are on the creek. Qur property 8 salnon cone up through there

9 does flood. And for many, nany people who said, oh, this 9 But | do appreciate you guys considering this and

10 does not affect us, this does not affect us, nost likely it 10 looking at it, and | just hope you put due diligence toit

11 doesn't, but that does not mean you do not affect us. 11 and that's about all | had to say

12 Ater it rains hard and ve are flooded, we know 12 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BILL CARAQ Thank you very much.

13 that for the next several hours, the water wll keep comng 13 Seve, next?

14 up. It's comng fromthe north, and it's -- | have seen 14 ATTCRNEY STEVE KOSKI:  Next conment is from David,

15 farmers put drains intheir fields, and | amassuning those 15 it says David 2014. If you could unmite yourself and state

16 drains go into this creek or drainage ditch or whatever you 16  your name and address for the record?

17 want tocall it. Mny subdivisions, many things gointo this 17 M DMMDPYLE This is David Pyle, 2650 Pebhle

18 creek, and it does work its way down and it does affect us no 18  CQourt. |'mon the back of Geystone Estates, upriver from

19 nmatter where you are. 19 the traintrestle and ny questionis to the engineer. He

20 | know our nei ghbors across the street, they very 20 had pictures of the bridge going under the train tracks, and

21 often are not affected by the flooding in the creek at all, 21 that acts as a restriction, and | -- | get that, but is there

22 but they're affected by, whoever built this area, nade a big 22 anything that's going to be done with those restrictions

23 hill behind several of the houses there, and as the rain 23 that -- that bridge and then the bridge under Chicago Drive

24 comes down, this water washes down into their back yards. 24 toincrease vater flow going down the river?

25 And they are flooded all the tine. Their basenents are often 25 And, | nean, to ne, part of -- part of the problem
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1 isthe water backs up behind the -- the train trestle, and 1 Qoviously, the public doesn't get to make the
2 I"'mjust wondering if that is going to be changed to inprove 2 decision. That is made by the Witer Resources Conmi ssioner
3 the -- inprove the situation of the water flow Andif you 3 whois anelected official and has to represent everybody,
4 add another bridge under the train tracks, it's just going to 4 and so, but are there other tines where the public can
5 increase the rate of flowand might even make floodi ng worse. 5 coment on any assessnents or costs or anything |ike that?
6 Is that a reasonable assunption? 6 ATTCRNEY STACY HSSONG  So the public can comment
7 BOARD CHAl RPERSON BILL CARRQ  (ne of the things, 7 at any point that they want. The drain commssioner's office
8 I'mnot going to have Dan answer that, because he can't. 8 always takes calls about the status of -- of things, but the
9 They have to do a study to determne what wll be done, and 9 chair is correct, the drain conmssioner ultinately makes the
10 you're asking the coments outside the scope of this public 10  decision about what the project scope is going to bein
11 hearing. 11 consultation with the engineer and the project stakehol ders
12 And so | think you're asking good questions. The 12 For those peopl e who are along the creek, we are
13 engineer wll have to look at that at sone point in the 13 definitely going to be in conversation with you because we
14 future, but he can't answer it now 14 need easenents on your property. \€'Il be taking surveys on
15 So, Seve, | wll turn this back to you, then, and 15 your property. You wll be contacted if the decision is nade
16 see if you have any other comments fromthe public. 16 to nove forvard with the project
17 ATTCRNEY STEVE KOBKI:  Thank you, M. Chair. | do 17 As for people not along the drain who are wondering
18 have a fewnore in the chat. The next coment is from let's 18 about the status, there is not a planned meeting other than
19 see here, Dylana B saman, E-i-s-a-ma-n, and her address is 19 that day of reviewwhen we get the bid noticing out. You can
20 1833 105th Avenue in Zeel and, and she says that, it seens 20 -- you can witness the -- the hid opening if you'd like, but
21 like people are concerned with renoving water quickly. | 21 if you have questions or comments or concerns along the way
22 have witnessed plenty of flooding near Paw Paw foot bridge, 22 the drain office is available to take your call, and if it is
23 but | would agree with other comments that additional 23 necessary, we'll schedule a tinme with the engineer to talk
24 vetlands would be more instrunental so that water can soak 24 about your specific concerns
25 into the ground and be slowed down. 25 BOARD CHARPERSON BILL CARRD  (kay. Steve, is
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1 BOARD CHA RPERSON BILL CARRD  (kay, Steve, next 1 there any other comments, then?
2 coment, then. 2 ATTCR\EY STEVE KOSKI: M. Chair, at this point, |
3 ATTCR\EY STEVE KOSKI:  The next comment is from 3 donot see any other comments in either the -- that are
4 Qurtis Potter, P-o-t-t-e-r, and his address is 2722 Fairfield 4 looking to participate in chat or otherwise, sol believe
5 Drive, and he says, | live inthe Fairfield Farns 5 we've gone through all of them
6 Developnent. | believe that we have our own retention pond, 6 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRD  Véll, Steve, you've
7 and even during the flooding this past My, had sone water in 7 done a good job of coordinating everything. Thank you very
8 it but didn't even cone close to reaching the level of 8 much.
9 exiting the pond. Therefore, | don't believe that the 9 A this stage, I'mgoing to close the public
10 Fairfield Farns Devel opnent shoul d be included in the 10  comment portion of this public hearing, and we're going to
11 expanded drai nage district. 11 have a discussion anong the board of review nenbers, both
12 BOARD CHA RPERSCN BILL CARAD | appreci ate that 12 Ken, nyself, and Rich, and I'mgoing to start with Ken.
13 comment. Steve, next? 13 Do you have any comments, Ken, based on the public
14 ATTCRNEY STEVE KOBKI: That is -- it appears that 14 comments you' ve heard at this -- up to this point?
15 there are no other comments. Let's see here. V@Il, actually 15 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  The nain thing that |
16 there's a chat fromPeter Vollbrecht, V-o-I-I-b-r-e-c-h-t, at 16 see on this particular draininlooking at the situation
17 1489 Hllridge Wy, and he wants to know is there an 17 vhere you have a hig section of drain that is not under the
18 additional neeting after the engineering conpany has reviewed 18 drain comissioner's authority, he really has no way to get
19 the process and a cost is known during which residents can 19 intheretofix it other than requesting permssion from
20 comment and/or be a part of the decision or whether the 20 property owners. He doesn't have a way to fund it
21 process noves forward? 21 | basically would like to see this drain under his
22 BOARD CHA RPERSON BILL CARRY  I'mgoing to turn 22 jurisdiction so that he can get the easements necessary, if
23 that over, question over to Sacy. Sacy, can you talk 23 there's a problem get inthere and fix it, so|'min favor
24 Dbriefly about the other opportunities for the public to 24 of this
25 comment on this? 25 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARAQ  Thank you. Rich, do
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1 you have any comments that you'd like to make after hearing 1 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRQ  And there we have a

2 these coments fromthe public? 2 unaninous decision that this drainis necessary for public

3 BOARD MEMBER R (H VANDERKLCXK:  Based on the 3 health, convenience or welfare.

4 engineer's report and the comments that we heard, which | 4 ["mgoing to make just a real brief public comment.

5 appreciate very mich because that's very helpful to us in 5 Because it is apublic -- shared public burden, all of the

6 decision-naking, | would be in favor of this proposal as well 6 public entities will be -- any solution that i s designed wll

7 to-- innaintenance and inprovenent of the Nunber 52 drain, 7 be paying at-large costs, whether that's the Gitawa County,

8 sol'min support of it. 8 the city of Zeeland, or the Holland Charter Township.

9 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARQ | appreciate those 9 Inaddition, the Gitawa Gounty Road Conmission

10 comments. For nyself, there is a couple things that have 10 would pay a portion of this, as would, it Iooks like, the --

11 becore clear to ne fromthis public hearing. 11 the State Departnent of H ghway.

12 First is that there are existing problens wth this 12 And finally, eventhe railroad will be paying a

13 water course. There are problens with flooding, there are 13 portion of this as an at-large devel opnent over a portion of

14 problems with bank stabilization and erosion, that this area 14 the costs for any project that is defined.

15 is inpacting both the downstream peopl e, the upstream peopl e, 15 Again, | knowthat the drain conmssioner wll be

16 and inpacting -- inpacting the environnent and the natural 16 looking at a bal ance between effectiveness and cost and will

17 ecosystemthat exists here. 17 be sharing his insights as this project nmoves forward.

18 | also understand the frustration of the public 18 Any other coments fromthe board nenbers? R ch?

19  because you don't know what the solution to this problemis, 19 BOARD MEVBER R (H VANDERKLCK:  No.

20 and that's always going to be an issue with the way that the 20 BOARD CHAl RPERSON BILL CARRQ  Ken, any ot her

21 draincode is set upin Mchigan. V¢ are here to deternmine 21 coments fromyou?

22 if thereis a problemand a need for a project. 22 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  None.

23 To ne, the comments have been clear that there is a 23 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRQ  You' re good?

24 need, both froman environnental standpoint and froma 24 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER ~ (ood.

25 flooding standpoint, that this is a necessity. 25 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRY  Then |'mgoing to go
Page 63 Page 65

1 And that said, | wll nake a notion that the 1 quickly to Joe and ask if he has any questions. | know that

2 proposed naintenance, inprovenent of the Nunber 52 drain as 2 he wants to talk about, at this stage, he will nake some

3 petitioned on January 6, 2020, i s necessary and conducive to 3 comments on what the appeal process is for the determnation

4 the public health, convenience, or welfare. Is there support 4 of this board of review or maybe Stacy will handle that.

5 for ny notion? 5 I'mnot sure.

6 BOARD MEVBER R CH VANDERKLCK: | will support that, 6 WATER RESOLRCES OO JCE BUSH  Yeah, | can let

7 M. Chairnan. 7 Sacy talk about the appeal process. | can, too, but she's

8 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARRQ o the notion was 8 on-- she'son-- wecan hear right it fromher on today's

9 fromBll, supported by Rich. Is there any comments on ny 9 neeting or public hearing.

10 nmotion as it's nade? 10 But | alsojust want to say thanks everybody for

1 ATTCR\EY STEVE KOSKI: M. Chair, just one 11 taking the time this morning to |earn about what we're

12 recommendation as you nove forward, we do recomend that you 12 looking into it and howthis process works. It's part of

13 doaroll call vote just for this fina vote so that you have 13 drain code, state law and I'mjust abiding by the state |aw

14 it for the record. 14 It's not like | need another -- another drain, but

15 BOARD CHA RPERSIN BILL CARAQ (kay. In that case, 15 -- we have a thousand of themalready. It's another one to

16 | wll doaroll call vote -- or excuse e, the secretary, 16  the system which is good so we can -- can hel p people from

17 Ken, can you do a roll call vote of this? 17 their issues, but -- but again, it's apart of the process.

18 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  Bill, what is your 18 So | appreciate everybody's tine. And again, |

19 ansver? 19 will be doing ny duty at looking at other, naybe even some

20 BOARD CHAI RPERSON BILL CARQ  Yes. 20 grant opportunities, again Qutdoor DO scovery, the MACC and

21 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  Rich, what is your 21 &l the mnicipalities, MO railroad, road commssion.

22 answer? 22 There's alot of moving parts, but we're going to, you know

23 BOARD MEMBER R CH VANDERKLCK:  Yes. 23 make sure that they all contribute and help us along the way

24 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  Ken, what is your 24 tonove a great project moving forward. So that's all | have

25 answer? Yes. 25 to say.
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1 Stacy, can you talk about the appeal process
2 please?
3 ATTCRA\EY STACY HSSONG  Yep.  So any person
4 aggrieved by the decision of necessity today has the right to
5 appeal that decision within 10 days fromtoday in Qtana
6 County Qrcuit Qourt. And again, if you have any questions
7 about the process or the status of the project, in general
8 feel freetoe-mail or call the drain office. Thank you
9 BOARD CHA RPERSON BILL CARRQ At this stage,
10 unless there are objections, | wll adjourn the meeting. It
11 is approximately 11:32. So without objection, this Board of
12 Determination is adjourned. Thank you
13 VATER RESOURCES QOW JCE BUSH  Thank you.
14 (At 11:30 a.m, hearing concl uded.)
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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