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I N RE:

STATE OF M CH GAN
COUNTY OF OTTAWA

SEVEY DRAI'N

BOARD OF DETERM NATI ON

Proceedi ngs comenced at 10:00 a.m, on Tuesday, July

27, 2021, at the Ceglarek Fine Arts Center, Allendale Hi gh

School, Allendale, Mchigan, held before Marjorie A Covey,

CSR- 2616, RPR, Certified Shorthand Reporter and Notary

Publ i c.
APPEARANCES:
M. Joe Bush, Otawa County WAter Resources Comm ssioner
M. Josi ah Ti nmrermans, Chief Deputy to Water Resources Comm
Ms. Sara Hirts, Secretary
M. Rich VanderKl ok, Board Chairnman
M. Ken Souter, Board Secretary
M. Larry Bruursema, Board Menber
M. Dan Fredricks, P.E., LRE
Ms. Megan Connelly, P.E. LRE
M. Jerry A man, Otawa County Road Comm ssion
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ever yone.

too | oud.

Al | endal e, M chi gan
July 27, 2021 - 10:00 a. m
PROCEEDI NGS
WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH. Well good norni ng,

Can everybody hear ne okay? Hopefully it's not

"' m Joe Bush, the Otawa County Water Resources

Conmmi ssi oner, also known as the drain conmi ssioner. W

changed the nane back in 2013 when | got el ected, sane

departnent, sane staff, as far as what we do, and again, we

just changed the nane.

This is one function of ny job duties is to hold a

public hearing or a Board of Determ nation so we do

appreci ate you com ng.

W' || go ahead and get this public hearing started

on the Sevey Drain. Again, | appreciate your tinme com ng

t hi s norning.

A |l ot of people ask why do you have it in the

norni ng and afternoons and not at night. This is actually a

| egal public hearing according to Drain Code so it is state

law | have to hold these.

Typically at night they don't work so well, "Il

get nore pushback and yelling at at night because | interrupt

the people's schedul es at night, supper tine, sports. And

again it's a legal thing that I have to do according to Drain
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Code, which is state | aw

So this is why you' re here because | got a petition
from Al endal e Township. A petition nmeans that there was a
request put in to add a branch or add sone drains or do
mai nt enance on the drain known as the Sevey.

So we're here today because in the township
petition there is a request from nunerous property owners to
the east of the Sevey Drain, and everybody got a map.

Any tinme you add | ands, nmake a district bigger, add
drains, | have to hold a public hearing Iike we're doing
today, a Board of Determ nation.

The ot her reason we have a petition, not today, but

typically is if you -- I"'monly allowed to spend $5, 000 per
mle, per year, per drain. | have about 1100, 1200 drains
right nowin Gtawa County. |'monly allowed to spend, |ike

| said, $5,000 per mle, per drain, per year. So $5,000 in
2021 doesn't get you very far.

But that's not why we have a petition today. It's
because there has been a request to add sone properties to
the said Sevey Drain.

So to do that, again | have to hold a public
hearing. W picked today in this location, we weren't sure,
there is a big drain district if you |look at your map. It's
a big watershed. A drain district is a watershed.

" mthinking, boy, how many people, wll we have
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10, 20, a hundred? 1've had them where 500 peopl e showed up.

So you never know, so thanks to Allendale for
having us here. | wasn't sure if the township would hold
enough peopl e, but obviously we could have made it. But
again, we're here today so thank you.

So the process of having a Board of Determ nation,
| have to pick a three-panel board. That three-panel board
has nothing to do with All endal e Townshi p board, or planning
comm ssion or anything to do with Al endal e Townshi p.

| pick three panel board menbers who actually have
been doing these BODs for a long tinme. They have a | ot of
experience. They understand Drain Code. They understand
drai nage. They understand why we're here today.

So today, their job is to say, is there a project
necessary? W don't have a project. W don't really know a
| ot about it. They never have been out there. They don't
know anyt hi ng about this area because we don't want to give
them a heads-up because really they' re here to hear testinony
fromthe people.

This is about you guys in this room This isn't
about what Joe wants, what they want, what the engi neer wants
or even Allendal e Township. This is about who the people are
today having the issues or concerns of the Sevey Drain or
another drain district that mght want to attach to the Sevey

Drain for an outl et.
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So again these three panel board nenbers have been
doing these for ne since | got elected. They' re very
experienced. And again they have no properties in the drain
district or Allendale Township. And again they' ve been
runni ng these neetings for quite sone tine.

"1l go ahead and do introductions, we'll start
fromthe right and go left.

Ken Souter, he has 30-plus years, he's retired from
the road comm ssion. He was an engi neer there. | canme from
the road conm ssion, he retired about when | started so
that's been a couple years ago. But Ken has been -- he was
there | think it was 40 years maybe.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER: O ose.

WATER RESOURCES COVW JCE BUSH: Cose to 40 years
but he's retired. He's done a |ot of these, he understands
dr ai nage, obviously.

Ri ch VanderKl ok, he's fromthe Georgetown Township
area. He's been a Ceorgetown Townshi p board nenber for quite
a few years. And he's been the chair of these neetings for a
| ong tine.

And then we have Larry Bruursena who al so was on
the township board for Georgetown at one tinme, and served
many, nmany years at the road conmm ssion on the road
comm ssi on board. And he understands drai nage and what the

pur pose i s here.
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Again, we don't have a project, we don't have a
cost. This is the very beginning stages of the petition
process.

So if you ask, well what's the cost? W' re not
goi ng to have one.

Vell why not? We don't even know if these three
board nmenbers think it's necessary to even have a drain
proj ect.

Sounds kind of crazy, right? They' re voting on
something we really don't know about as far as is there --
all their job is is to say, Joe, nove forward; or Joe, we
don't deemit necessary.

They' Il make a notion at the end of the neeting
based on testinony today on, do we see a need or not. That's
strictly all it is.

Sone people say, well what kind of assessnent is
it? W don't even have a project yet. But we do have LRE
Dan, and his assistant is here from Land and Resour ce.
They' Il do a presentation.

And sonething el se |I've been doing that's not
required by law but I do it anyway because it's been very
hel pful over the past, going on nine years, Margie is here,
and she's a court reporter. Instead of having a secretary
wite down sonmething and forget it or mss it, we hire a

court reporter. And everything is recorded word for word,
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what ever you or | say fromthe tine we start to the tinme we
end, or public testinony, the engineer, these three pane
board nenbers.

You can always go to M Qtawa.org, |ook under Water
Resour ces Commi ssioner and you'll see petitions. And if you
go in there you'll find the mnutes for every Board of
Determ nation neeting |I've had since |I've been el ected.

The reason we do that is for your safety and m ne,

i f sonething got said, or we were confused on sonet hi ng,
we'll go back and read those mnutes that Margie -- and
Mar gi e has been doing these for basically since I've been
el ected so she's done quite a few of these for ne.

She gets it down and wites it and types it so we
know what we said, or if sonething happens down the road
where we got confused. Well wait a m nute, who said what,
what property owner was it? It's so nice to go back and read
it word for word. W might mss it, so she'll capture it for
us. So Margie is here.

So when you give public testinony, make sure you
state your nane, address, speak loudly, I'Il put the mc back
up here. Don't be afraid because basically this is for that
board's i nformation on maki ng a deci sion today.

And then ny staff, you m ght have net Josiah, ny
chi ef deputy when you walked in to sign in, and then Sara,

she's ny secretary. So | have two staff with ne today.
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And then Jerry O nman fromthe road conm ssion is
here. And Jerry and | have been working -- we worked
together at the road comm ssion several years ago and we've
al so col |l aborated on several projects. They also try to show
up and give testinony on the project -- or not the project
but to the Board of Determ nation.

And then | don't think I'"mmssing anything so -- |
don't see anybody in fromthe township board. Sonetines we
do have sonebody fromthe township and | don't see anybody

here today, yet.

So what happens fromhere, 1'lIl give the oath and
once these three gentlenen get the oath, they'll sit down and
then they' Il -- they' Il actually run the neeting.

Any questions, all questions are to those guys.

Again, |'mneutral, so unless they ask nme, |'m not
involved at all. |It's totally up to those three gentlenen to
run the nmeeting, they' Il pick a chair, a secretary and nove
f orwar ds.

So if there is any comrents, they'll probably go

one aisle at a tinme, but again | think with this crowd it
will go pretty quickly and pretty snoothly . At |east there
is not 500 people in here.

So again if you have any comments, concerns, be
sure to speak up. This is the tinme that this board needs to

hear your comments or your questions.
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Gentl enen, please rise. Raise your right hand.

Do you each solemly swear that you will faithfully

perform and di scharge the duties inposed upon you as required

by | aw, as nenbers of the Board of Determ nation, appointed
by the Gttawa County WAter Resources Conmmi ssioner, to
determ ne necessity and | ocate, establish and construct the
proposed Sevey Drain |located in Allendale Township in said
county? Gentl enen?

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK: Yes.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOQUTER:  Yes.

BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA:  Yes.

WATER RESOURCES COM JCE BUSH: Thank you.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER |I'd like to nake a notion

that Rich serve as chairman of this board.
BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMNA: ["l11 support that.
BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK: Mbti on has been

made that Rich serve as chairman, and it was seconded by

Larry.
Al'l those in favor, say aye.
BOARD MEMBER KEN SOQUTER: Aye.
BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK: Aye.
BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA:  Aye.
"1l make a notion that Ken Souter be the
secretary.

BOARD CHAIR RI CH VANDER KLOK:  And | w Il second
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t hat noti on.

Motion is nmade that Ken Souter serve as secretary,

seconded by Rich.

Al'l those in favor, say aye.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER: Aye.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLCOK:  Aye.

BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA:  Aye.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: And that is carried.

One of the things that we now need to do is rules

of public coment. And we will have opportunity for you to

make public comment as you desire, a three-mnute tine limt.

All we ask is that you give us your nane and your address,

and then make your coment.

comment ,

And so I'lIl make a notion that we have public
not no exceed three mnutes per person.

Is there support?

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER: |'Il support that.
BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: And it's support ed.

Moti on made by Rich, supported by Ken, that we have

public conment, three-minute tine limt for those who woul d

li ke to speak.

W' ve already tal ked about the role and function of

the board, Joe explained that very thoroughly. And also in

terns of the history.

And so our next itemis engineer report, and Dan
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Fredricks is going to give us that.

And you can see it up on the screen. And so don't
take offense if we turn our backs on you because we're going
to look at it too.

ENG NEER DAN FREDRICKS: All right. Well thank you
everybody for being here.

Again ny nane is Dan Fredricks with Land and
Resource Engineering. |1'malso joined by Megan Connel | y.
Megan i s another one of our engineers that did a | ot of the
field work.

As Joe alluded to we kind of went out and did a
very prelimnary wal k-through of the drain, net with a couple
of property owners that were having drain issues, and gave a
very prelimnary report here.

We haven't gone into scope of the project or design
anal ysis or anything like that. It's kind of just really
sone phot ographs and sone vi sual evidence of sonme potentia
drain issues that we found out in the field.

So the overview of the presentation I'mgoing to
give, we're going to talk about, building on what Joe said
why we're here today, |I'Il give a brief overview of the drain
and the associ ated wat ershed or drainage district with that.

W'll go into the history of the drain, sone of the
work that's been done throughout tine. And then we'll go

into the drainage i ssues that we have here that we have
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found. And then nost inportantly after that we'll tal k about
what happens next and open it up to comments fromthe public
here to voice either your concerns either pro or con agai nst
the potential drain project.

So as Joe alluded to, his office received a
petition from Al |l endal e Townshi p for mnai ntenance or
i nprovenents to the Sevey Drain. The M chigan Drain Code
mandat es that as part of the process a drain comr ssioner, in
this case the Water Resources Comm ssioner, holds this Board
of Determ nation. The Board of Determination is going to
hear testinony from everybody here today, and then determ ne
whet her the project is necessary based on public health,
wel fare or conveni ence.

| apologize, this map is a little bit blurry, but
the Sevey Drain is a tributary to the Little Bass Creek
drain. The downstreamtermnus is just west of 78th Street.
So this is 78th Street right here, just to give everybody an
orientation.

You have Lake M chigan Drive, or M45 at the north,
and you have Pierce Street on the south.

So the Sevey starts just west, the downstream end
is just west of 78th Street and the confluence with the
Little Bass Creek drain. And it continues upstream for about
three mles, across 68th Street, across 64th Street to just

shy of -- the legal term nus of the drain stops just west of
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60t h.

And then at 60th it actually goes into about a
48-inch stormsewer, and it parallels -- and then that goes
north along 60th Street.

And then to the east of 60th you have sone
devel opnents that have happened in the last 30 years or so,
such as the Wodcrest Estates Drain, which was established
t hrough the process of the Drain Code known as Section 433,
where they do a devel opnent and then they construct a drain
and then turn it over to the drain conmm ssioner to maintain.

There has been sone flooding issues up in these
areas that we'll talk about as well.

But, yeah, in general here, you know, this area
historically was agricultural. Everybody knows there is a
| ot of devel opnent going on here. So in the last 30, 50
years there has been sone pretty significant changes within
the | and use and the watershed.

This is another map. This blue area right here --
let me go to one thing, sorry, | forgot one thing.

So this is a map of the drainage district. The
drai nage district basically is the watershed associated with
the drain. This dashed |like you can see her that kind of
goes around the perineter of the area right here, that is
t hat drai nage district boundary, that watershed |line. That

means that if a drop of water falls up here by M45, it's
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going to make its way down to the Sevey Drain. The Sevey
Drain being this line that kind of goes right through the
m ddl e there.

So as of 1982, again, they had | ooked at how has
the | and use changed, what properties were draining into it
nore or not. That would be if this petition was found
necessary, that would be sonething we'd do is to nmake sure
that this map is accurate and that the people are being
assessed who are actually contributing to the watershed.

But as of the 1982 map there was about 970 acres
nore or less in the drainage district.

This is another map, it's a nore recent map. It's
the map that you guys have here. You picked it up in front.
Whi ch has all the nodern devel opnents on the map with that
ol d 1982 drai nage district boundary.

So everything in blue on this, that is for the
historic district, lands that are in the drainage district in
the watershed. We would reviewthat if a petition was
determ ned necessary. Sone |ands m ght get added, sone | ands
m ght get renoved. W have a |lot nore highly detail ed
contour maps that we can use now days so we can really refine
what that watershed boundary is based on the technol ogy.

So that's sonething we would look at if a petition
was determ ned necessary.

A coupl e other points we'll talk about throughout
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this process is in 1991 they constructed the Sevey Detention
Basin here near the outlet near just east of 78th Street.

That was done as part of a Chapter 20 petition which nmeans
that the cost of nmaintaining that are going to be assessed to
basically the nmunicipalities, and not necessarily the
property owners within the district thensel ves.

And then the other area we're going to tal k about
is this Wodcrest Estates Drain which was established back in
1998. So it's within the watershed, but it is -- but there
is a gap basically between where the Sevey Drain starts and
where the Wodcrest Estates Drain stops, and that's sonething
we'd | ook at as to how connect that into one water course, if
the petition were to go forward.

So the original drain was established back in 1886,
so it's been around for alnost 150 years al nbst now. There
were cl ean-outs. There were petitioned projects and
associ ated clean-outs in 1954 and in 1982. There was this
Chapter 20 petition that | tal ked about there in '91 where
they constructed that detention basin just east of 8th.

Since then there has been some branches that have
been added and some cul verts that have been repl aced by the
road conmm ssion and ot her devel opnents in there along the
drain. And there has been general maintenance done, but no
extensive petition process since -- really along the main

drain itself since the '80s.
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And then as | stated before, that Wodcrest Estates
Drain was established back in 1998.

So as we've tal ked about before, the drain -- the
Board of Determnation is going to |ook at this and determ ne
if the petition is necessary based on public health, welfare,
conveni ence.

Some of the drainage issues that we saw out there
is, one, in the last 30 to 50 years there has been a pretty
significant change in the | andscape going fromagricultura
to now residential, subdivisions and devel opnents.

The good news is that generally when you go froma
nore agricultural or undevel oped to a nore devel oped, highly
I npervi ous urban state, you generally get nore runoff because
that water can't infiltrate in the ground. The devel opnent
standards in Otawa County, thankfully, have been pretty good
over the last few years. A lot of those devel opnents w |l
have detention basins associated with themto try to curb
some of that adverse effect that we get by having that
i ncreased urbani zati on and i npervious surfaces.

But again, as the watershed changes, culverts m ght
be undersi zed, they m ght not be big enough to handl e the
amount of stormwater, so that's sonmething that woul d have to
be | ooked at in further analysis.

We investigated the detention basin and there are a

few mai nt enance i ssues that could be conducted as a part of
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the project if it was determ ned necessary.

In general, within the drain, we noticed that there
are areas of sedinment buildup in the drain, where if the
channel fills up with sedinent, it's not going to have the
capacity it needs to convey those flows and creates |ocalized
fl oodi ng.

Sanme thing, we saw a | ot of excessive vegetation
growing in the debris. |If you get a lot of -- or growing --
a |l ot of vegetation growing in the drain. |If you get a |ot
of vegetation growing, that will block and inpede fl ow
through the drain as well and could create potential flooding
I ssues.

Anot her item we saw were obstructions in the
drains. There could be -- we found a couple of abandoned
cul verts, sone mannade pallets thrown out in there, |og jans,
things of that nature that again can backup the water and
create |l ocalized flooding.

And then within the Wodcrest Estates Drain itself
there on the upstream end, east of 60th, there were a | ot of
conpl ai nts about backyard fl oodi ng, nuisance fl oodi ng,
pondi ng of water, creating breeding grounds for nosquitoes
that spread di sease, concerns of that nature.

W'll gointo alittle nore detail and try to show
you what we seen from our investigation.

This is really hard to see, | apologize, but we
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have a map from 1999 on the left and 2021 on the right. And
| guess really what | wanted to highlight here is you have
M 45 on this north side, you have Pierce on the south.

And really between this area of 78th and 68th
Street right here, really closer to 78th Street, that area
has developed a lot within the |ast 30 years.

The good thing to note, like |I tal ked about before,
is that nost of these subdivisions, I'd say all of them have
sone | evel of detention.

So again, that's going to kind of help to attenuate
sone of those peak flows and not put so nuch burden on the
channel itself to have to convey all of that additiona
runoff fromthe nore inpervious surfaces.

And then also east of 60th in this photo right
here, the Wodcrest Estates devel opnent was just being
constructed in 1999. You can see the road, no houses have
been built at that tinme.

So obvi ously there has been sone | and use changes.
That' s probably sonmething that's going to continue in the
future. And as the |and use changes we have to | ook at, does
the drain have the capacity that we need to convey the fl ow
that's being supplied to it without creating flooding.

Then going to -- this is the starting of the
downstreamend so 78th Street on the |left here. Sane thing.

You have a photograph on the left of the aerial photo of the
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detention basin from 2021. And then the right is
construction drawi ngs from 1991.

A couple things to note is that this is Waterpoint
Drive right here. This is a culvert that conmes under that
into the detention basin. [It's kind of hard to see right
here, but there is a little bit of sedinent deposition com ng
in fromthat culvert area there. And then the main Sevey
Drain is flowing in fromhere and there is, again, sone
sedi ment deposition in through that area as well.

These are sone phot ographs of the pond itself.
There is -- here are sone areas where you can see we are
starting to get sone sedi nent deposition in those areas. And
then there is a substantial anpunt of aquatic vegetative
growh growing wwthin the pond itself.

Whi ch again the drain comm ssioner is going to be
nore focused on conveying water versus water quality. But
ki nd of throughout this whole drain, it nmakes sense with the
agricultural and residential areas and |ack of buffers that
there is a high nutrient |oading going into the drain which
ki nd of propagates the anpunt of vegetation that's grow ng.

As we get up into the drain channel itself alittle
bit of vegetation that can inpede flow through the drain.

This is the culvert that's comng fromthe Sevey
Drain into the detention basin. According to the property

owner, it appears to be potentially undersized and it really
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just jets out and creates sone erosion issues as it does
that, so that's a bit of an area of concern.

This is the outlet structure, control structure
fromthe detention pond that would then go across this box
cul vert that goes under 78th.

There was sone underm ni ng of the concrete
spillway. Again, just sone mnor structural issues kind of
associated with that. And then sone of the smaller rip wap
by the cul vert was getting pushed around. But these are
pretty mninmal areas here. Just sone kind of m nor
mai nt enance i ssues there.

As we went further upstreamit's kind of hard to
see in these photographs here but there is sone areas of bank
erosi on, kind of up near the pond area.

And then as we get closer to, this is 68th right
here, again the channel itself, this is just one exanple
where you have really a lot of aquatic vegetation in here
ki nd of choking up the channel. And you have a little bit of
it looks like a little bank erosion kind of going on there.

And as we get closer to the upstreamterm nus,
closer to 60th, you'll see sone sedi nent deposits here within
the drain channel itself, indicating that there could be sone
sedi ment buildup in the drain that should be renoved.

Cbstructions in the drain, again here we're

basically between 78th and 60th, here in the wooded area,
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it's kind of hard to see again, but these are basically sone
log jans in the channel itself.

As we get closer to 64th here, you can see just the
amount -- there is really no type of riparian buffer or
anything Iike that against the drain itself. 1In the drain
it's just this one huge kind of vegetative ness. So, again,
that can restrict the flow through the drain.

Exanple, |like sonme trash pallets thrown in the
drain, nore aquatic vegetation, nore woody debris here. And
this, | believe is an abandoned cul vert.

Do you know, Megan?

ENG NEER MEGAN CONNELLY:  Yes.

ENG NEER DAN FREDRI CKS: An abandoned cul vert
that's sticking out that's not serving any function, just
obstructing flow.

Then one of the original conplaints that the drain
of fice received was from property owners within the Wodcrest
Estates Drain. So that's a separate drain from Sevey, but as
we said before, the Sevey stops just west of 60th, and this
drai n picks up just east of 60th.

And as part of this project potentially we could
conmbi ne and extend the Sevey and have that go all the way up
to the Wodcrest Estates.

So in 1988 the devel oper signed this 433 agreenent

With the drain conm ssioner to say, we're going to build this
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infrastructure, stormwater, and you're going to take over.

So within the devel opnent there is storm sewer.
Storm-- there is also a small detention basin right here
where |I'mpointing to, kind of in the southern central end of
the property.

There is a large wetland conpl ex that al so does
have sone drai nage conveyance, kind of between the backyards
of the houses.

This hatched area right here, that's all easenent
area. It was identified as a wetland easenment at that tine.

And then there is a drai nage easenent that would
basically connect to the 60th Avenue storm sewer at the
downstream end right here (indicating).

And then once it gets to 60th, it goes into a
48-inch pi pe which goes south of 60th and then east to the --
west | shoul d say.

But property owners were conpl ai ni ng about pondi ng
wat er, flooded backyards. These were sone of the exanpl es.

This was actually |l ast spring when we were out
there. So alnpst a year ago when we first | ooked at this.

This is kind of that wetland conpl ex area that
we're tal king about, kind of water there. And these are a
coupl e properties wthin that drai nage area, fl ooded
backyards, nui sance fl oodi ng, and pondi ng of water.

We did go out here and we did a survey, basically
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from 60th Avenue up through the Wodcrest Estates through the
dr ai nage outl ets, and then going up kind of along this
natural swal e through the wetland conpl ex area.

What we did notice is | think the existing
detention basin is right around this area here. But if you
| ook at, this is a profile of the survey we took. So this
profile starts at -- this right here is the big 48-inch
culvert that's going south from60th Street. And then there
is alittle 24-inch stub out that collects the water from
t hat woul d be from Wodcrest Estates.

And this is the channel bottom So you have the
top of the banks here and the channel bottomright here. And
you'll notice it's pretty nmuch dead flat, and then actually
t he channel bottom raises several feet right about in this
ar ea.

So a lot of these hones are conpl ai ni ng about
I nadequat e drai nage and there is definitely a significant
sedi nent upper barrier that creates -- that doesn't allow for
the proper flow of drainage between these houses.

And that's sonething else to look at too is just
how high this culvert is set, and the inlet fromthis area
coul d probably be lowered a little bit so we could probably
get alittle bit better gradient through that area.

W did do sone -- that was the |evel of field work,

we did that |ast year even before we had the petition to | ook
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and see what we could do for Wodcrest Estates, so | figured
|"d share that as well.

So that's kind of what we've seen so far in the
field. Again, we really want to hear from public testinony
and hear sonme of your concerns.

But the next nove right here is going to be open to
public testinony, and then ultinmately the Board of
Determ nation is going to nake a deci sion on whether a
project is necessary or not.

If it's not determ ned necessary, then no petition
on the Sevey Drain can be heard again for at |east another
year.

If it is determ ned necessary, then we go through,
go out there and conplete the engineering design. W do
addi ti onal survey along the Sevey Drain. Potentially if
we're kind of filling in the gap between the Sevey and
Wodcrest Estates, we may have to go out there and obtain
sone easenents. Potentially we nay have to apply for permts
fromthe state of Mchigan to do sone of this work here.

And then ultimtely once we have a design project
together, we'll put together construction draw ngs and
specifications and bid it to qualified contractors. And then
the I owest qualified contractor is generally awarded the
proj ect.

At that point then the drain comm ssioner knows
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what the total project cost is going to be and can assess
t hat out.

The assessnent will go to, there will be NMDOT
because there is M45, they will pay a portion of it.
Al'lendale will pay a portion of it. The county-at-large is
going to pay a portion of it. And then the remainder is
goi ng to be spread anongst those 970 acres, plus or mnus,
and the individuals that live within there.

So once we know the cost and they put together the
assessment roll, then there would be a day of review and that
woul d gi ve everybody the opportunity to | ook at what their
potential assessnent is and voice any concerns at that tine.

And once we get through that process, then we
physically construct the job.

So with that | appreciate everybody's tine and I'm
happy to answer any questions that the board may have.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay. Thanks, Dan.

| just wonder if Ken or Larry have any comments or
questions for Dan.

You m ght want to hang onto that in case they do.

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER: |I'ma little confused.

In I ooking at your draw ngs very quickly, your
drawi ngs go through the little |ake there. It's kind of hard
to split a lake in half and not be in a drainage district or

out of a drainage district.
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ENG NEER DAN FREDRICKS: So that's a great point.
Now t his drainage district has not been updated since 1882.

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  Ckay.

ENG NEER DAN FREDRI CKS: And those devel opnents are
a lot newer than that, so that's one of the things that would
have to happen as part of this.

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOQUTER: It isn't only the
upstreamend here that isn't in the drain district, but sone
of the areas up here?

ENG NEER DAN FREDRI CKS: Yeah. Actually even the
Whodcrest right now, the upstream areas, a |ot of that
Whodcrest Estates is actually (inaudible) the historic
district.

But you nmake a great point right there that that
map i s not accurate, and will have to be updated prior to
doi ng the assessnent.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Larry, do you have
any?

BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA: No, "Il wait for
t he public comrents.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay. Jerry, do you
have anything that you' d like to share?

Jerry is fromthe Otawa County Road Comm ssion.

ROAD COW SSI ON JERRY OLMAN: My only comrent is

the gap -- as far as our road drai nage goes, |'m not aware of
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any issues that the road comm ssion has.

But it's been brought to our attention that there
Is a gap between the upper end of the Sevey and the, for
exanpl e, Wodcrest Estates.

So | | ooked up the plans for the 60th Avenue storm
sewer. That was installed in the early "90s as part of a --
in cooperation with All endal e Townshi p when they installed
sanitary sewer in the road as well. So I was kind of
surprised that that wasn't already part of the Sevey.

But the road comm ssion would be in favor of
extending the Sevey Drain to include that storm sewer under
60th, so it's under the Water Resources Conm ssioner's
control

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay, thank you
Jerry.

Is there a representative fromAl |l endal e Township
here that has any conmments or wants to speak to this at this
tinme?

| see no one fromthe township here to speak to it,
unless, did | mss soneone? No. It doesn't ook as if there
iS.

So then we'll go to our public testinony tine.

If you would Iike to nake comment, please feel free
to do so. W ask that you stand and gi ve your nanme and your

address and we w Il have a m crophone for you avail abl e.
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So you nay want to cone to the m crophone in order
that we may hear you

So if you'd like public comment -- and I'"mgoing to
start in the front row here and ask if you want to make
public conmment, and then I'll just go down each row.

And if you'd Iike to, please feel free to cone

f orwar d.

The gentl enan here, do you have a public conment,
sir?

If you' d give us your nane and your address.

MR. RYAN RANGER: Sure, ny nane is Ryan Ranger. M
address is 10703 Wnnie Lane. |'min one of the newer

subdi vi si ons, Hi dden Shores West which is on 78th Street.

And there is nmultiple houses that have drai nage
Issues so | just wanted to state that conment.

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER: So you're at the very
end al nost to where it outlets into Little Bass?

MR. RYAN RANGER: Correct.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Can you be a bit
nore specific in terns of when you said "multiple drai nage

i ssues,” can you be a bit nore specific as to what those
i ssues m ght be?

MR. RYAN RANGER: Sure. M backyard and ot her
nei ghbor's backyards on Wnni e Lane have just genera

dr ai nage i ssues.
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BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: St andi ng water?

MR. RYAN RANGER: Standi ng water, yes, along the
back of the property |ines.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Thank you, Ryan.

| think what we're going to do for public conment,
Joe, would you be willing to take the mc to the people so
that they don't have to cone down?

So I"'mgoing to go right over here, these two
gentlenmen, if you have a conment.

G ve us your name and your address, please.

MR, PH L FALSTROM M nane is Phil Fal strom
live at 7712 Stepping Stone Drive. And we're on the Sevey
Detention Basin there. |'ve been around that basin probably
20 years.

" ve noticed since the new construction of the
school , the subdivision behind us, | don't know if it is silt
fenced properly or what, but we're getting a |ot of sand that
goes down that drain, the Sevey Drain, and just fills in that
pond. So it's real shallow

So whenever it rains even a little bit, we're up at
| east six inches of water.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay, thank you.

MR, MARSHALL CHASE: WMarshall Chase, 7754 Stepping
Stone Drive.

Where the Sevey basin is, | own the majority of
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that property.

Can you bring that picture back up where you showed
t he house? Right there.

Now that island that's in there, if you | ook on the
ot her side, the island was not constructed to be put in
there. Wat they did when they were digging on the south
side, they hit sand, but when they hit clay they started
piling it up there and we | ost sone of our pond.

That little tip that's sticking out of the one end
there, to the north, that's not supposed to be there. Sane
thing, clay.

Now we' ve been getting a |lot of sand com ng down
through there for the last years, |'ve tal ked to Joe about
it. The pond is doing what it's supposed to do, it holds the
water. It has a control systemto let it back down Little
Bass Creek. But we're getting so nmuch sedinent in there that
it's starting to fill the whole pond in.

Now to the drain com ng out of the Hi dden Shores
Lake to the east, where he showed that to you, that drain was
only supposed to be used for | ake water of Hi dden Shores into
our pond. So it kept the water flow going, kept the pond
filled up.

Then the devel oper turned around and he started
putting backyard drains in there, then hooked the church on

toit. That's just to the north of that little island there.
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So we got a bunch of stuff comng in there that we shoul dn't
have.

Bef ore we think about adding anything to it, we
shoul d fix what we got, before you even think about bringing
nore water. That's already destroying and eroding all the
banks t here.

We | ost probably eight feet around our | ake already

that has caved back in. 1've lost trees. And when that

wat er cones through that, |ike the young nman said, it's way
undersized. |t causes, on the west end, it causes a circular
notion, and that will go on for days until that drain enpties
itself out.

Before we go on any further, let's fix that where
It stops at before we add to it.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay, thank you

And then let's just go down the next row.

MR. DONALD BOERI NGA: My name is Don Boeringa. |
live at 7041 Sunset Drive. And | have what All endal e and
O tawa County drain conmm ssion consider an orphan sewer.

But every time it rains, | have sonme pictures of a
severe storm but any tinme it rains, we end up with standi ng
wat er in our backyards and it runs through. And actually
there is a grade problemw th it because it's higher in the
center and it's supposed to drain through. But a |ot of

tinmes | have standing water.
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And in June when we had the heavy rain, | had water

in there up to ny knees that | wal ked through, in ny
backyard.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Excuse ne, John,

what subdivision do you live in again? Your address is what?

MR. DONALD BOERI NGA: 7041 Sunset Drive. Right
across the street.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay, thank you.

MR. KEVIN CRONE: M nane is Kevin Crowe. | live
at 10411 68th Avenue.

| guess ny concern is who pays for this? Are you
tal ki ng about the conm ssion pays for it, the road
conmmi ssi on, NDOT?

You tal ked about all 970 acres -- the last tine |
cane to one of these neetings was when you guys were
determ ni ng whether or not the stormdrains in the
subdi vi si on behi nd ny house, Meadowbr ook and what ever the

ot her one is.

And | don't know if the comm ssioner m sspoke to ne

t hen because | asked specifically after the neeting that if
he didn't hookup to these drains, would you have to pay for
it.

| was told no.

Vell that wasn't true. | was assessed, | don't

know, 4000 bucks and change, that was put on ny taxes. So
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I"mjust real curious why you want to hookup these two
drains? Wy can't Wodcrest take care of their own stuff and
pay for it? Wy do we have to pay for their drainage

probl ens?

| understand |i ke Marshall was tal ki ng about, the
stuff that's within the drains, let's fix the stuff that's
going on. They were tal king about the stuff by the schools,
sounds like there is enough problemw th the drai nage system
that's going on now wi thout hooking sonmebody else up to it
and maki ng us pay for it.

Thank you.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you.

M5. JULIE DeVRIES: Julie DeVries, 10848 60th
Avenue.

I amright on the corner of 60th and Lynn Drive,
which is (inaudible) the very new devel opnent, for you people
on the board that aren't fromAllendale, all those hones in
there are no older than two years old. So they just kind of
extended that street.

And it used to be, you know, acres of woods back
there, hundreds of trees. And so when you take all those
trees out of there with all those roots, | still think that
that's got to be challenging to drain things properly and
then put the roads in.

And sonebody said that in that area that they were
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having a little bit of trouble, and what | noticed is the
drains are so very plugged, mainly with | eaves, debris and a
| ot of sand due to the fact that it's a new housing
devel opnent .

The question | have is who is supposed to keep
t hose sewer drains clean, who is responsible for that? Is it
the road conmm ssion or, you know, who cl eans those? Because
they were so badly plugged for a while there when we had rain
it's no wonder so nmany of the roads and so many pl aces were,
you know, filling up with water in that area, because it
couldn't continue to get down into the sewer where it was
supposed to so it was kind of on top on the roads.

So I nean that's sonething |I think that they have
to think of too to try to inprove on that.

Thank you.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay, thanks.

Joe, do you want to speak to that in ternms of --

M5. JULIE DeVRIES: Yeah, |ike who is responsible
to clean that?

WATER RESOURCES COMM JCE BUSH:. Yeah, it gets kind
of conplicated when you get a new construction site.

Usually there is silt sacks in the streets that are
| eft there until there is vegetation for all the new hones
and yards. Sonetines that's in the front, sonetines it's in

the street -- | nmean the backyards, in the street. Sonetines
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it's the road conm ssion.

A county drain, everybody thinks every drain is a
county drain. A county drain is a |legal body that has a
wat ershed as a beginning and it has an end.

This gentl eman made a good point, well if you're
going to tap into other subdivisions upstream why are we all
paying for it. The only way | can, per Drain Code per state
| aw i s assess based on contribution and benefit. [If you
contribute to the project or if you benefit fromthe project,
| can -- ny departnment can assess for it.

I don't know the scenario of what happened back
then. | think that was probably before ny tine.

MR. KEVIN CROAE: You were the one that told ne.

WATER RESOURCES COMW JOE BUSH. | don't quite
remenber that, but it would be in the mnutes.

Yeah, the only way | can assess is basically if you
contribute or benefit. Cbviously there was sonething done
that you contributed from--

MR. KEVIN CROAE: | have a question on that --

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLCK: Excuse ne.

Joe, do you want to finish? And then we'l
conti nue on, please.

WATER RESOURCES COW JOE BUSH: |'Il finish.

So I'mnot sure of that scenario, that mght be for

alater tine.
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But that's the only way we can assess is basically
on benefit and contri buti on.

And the answer to your question, it would be we do
the soil erosion, and in nmy departnment we have a soil erosion
agent and inspector that goes out everyday and inspects them

But again, a drain has a beginning and an end,
sonetinme they're in the street. Again, this gentlenman
brought up an orphan.

There is a |lot of orphans in Allendal e Townshi p and
t hrough the county that | don't have |egal jurisdiction over
that | can't touch without an easenent and a legal right to
be on people's property and have a route and course.

So it depends whether the road comm ssion has
jurisdiction or nyself and ny departnent.

But | do know construction sites get ugly for
awhile. The silt sacks get full and then we inspect those.
And then we nmake the contractor go out and either put new
silt sacks in in the catch basin, or if they don't put new
ones in, they have to cleans the ones that are there, nake
sure the roads aren't plugged up.

The rain events lately have been pretty intense in
the past two years, actually three years, that are different
than what we normally see. So these roads wll flood for
quite a long tinme until the water recedes in the roads and

dr ai ns.
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BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay, thanks, Joe.

The next row?

MR JASON HOLTHOF: Jason Hol t hof, 10554 60th
Avenue.

I"'mfromthe other end of the spectrum east, near
Whodcrest Estates. Sone of the pictures were actually ny
backyard that were fl ooded out there.

|"mpretty nuch the one that has done all that
mai nt enance in the drain for probably the |ast 20 years pl us.

| represent kind of a (inaudible) trust where the
drai nage that cane in, grandpa has since passed, but that
ditch has been there way before he was a young child. That
doesn't show on the map here.

I'"ve talked (inaudible) with Sara | ast sumer, |
believe it was, because it showed that the drain stopped just
west of 60th. As far as grandpa told ne, it had been gone
through there his entire life. The ditch conmes around and
goes to the back of Wodcrest Estates, and stops right at
their north property I|ine.

That retention pond that is on the back side of
t hat Wbodcrest Estates, since that -- since that went in
there it has -- we've had a |ot of flooding issues.

It was bad a little bit to begin with because it is
a wetland, but that retention pond is pretty nuch part of the

wet | and which is backing up into our yard as well.
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I've had issues with the drain that goes under 60th
right there. 1've cleaned it out nyself many tinmes from
bricks and concrete. W've had -- Allendale Township pulled
a tree out of there, a giant tree that was backed up --
probably 15, 18 years ago because it backed up so bad.

Al so one day the waters were supposed to be
receding and I went in there because the waters were suddenly
fl oodi ng our backyards. And sone kids fromthe devel opnent
had plugged it, and it was com ng back. This is days and
days after a hard rain. So just tons of water in our
backyar d.

We've got ducks comng in here all the tine
swWinm ng in our backyard with so nmuch wat er

| goin wth ny chainsaw and clear out the
drainage, it's pretty nuch chuck full of trees, |eaves and
what not .

And then where it goes under 60th, |'ve renoved
tons of concrete, asphalt. | don't know where it's com ng
from but I've taken a |ot out of there. And |I'msure a |ot
of it has gone in the drain systemthat is under 60th right
now. It's full of who knows what's in there. [It's getting
wor se and worse as we go on here.

I think part of that drain, a piece of it right
there fromthat devel opnent, but also that ditch doesn't even

show, even wth the map that he showed, it kind of hooks up
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going to the northeast into Wodcrest, the ditch. There is a
ditch that's been there forever fromwhat grandpa had said,
that conmes all the way through there and that is plugged
ri ght shut, which pretty nuch backs up all our properties.

So excessive anmounts of water in there for weeks on
end, not just a couple days and out, it's weeks on end.

SoI'd just -- like |I said, the pictures were part
of ny backyard, and this is going back from many, many, many
years that that ditch has been there. |I'mnot sure why it
doesn't even show on there, but it has been there for a | ong
tinme.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay. Thank you,
Jason.

M5. CHERYL ADAMS: |'m Cheryl Adans, 10564 60t h,
and Jason has been great at maintaining this.

| will say one thing. That ditch that he's talking
about does run behind people's honmes in that Wodcrest
Estates. | feel those people should be the ones responsible
to keep that clean

Jason and us, we live three or four houses down and
for him out of the goodness of his heart to go down and
mai ntai n that, because it does back up on our property.

And one of the houses that butts up to it is a
rental property, it has four famlies living in it. But

agai n those people in Wodcrest, it's on the back of their
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property, they should be the ones that naintain that.

Al so, usually every spring wwth the runoffs of rain
and snow, we have woods behind us, half of our property is
woods.

It gets rain, snow runoff, and as | said to ny
husband, after we noved in 22 years ago, Wodcrest was j ust
begi nning, | said to himone norning, |ook, we have | akefront
property, because the water had been so far up into our yard
that we had ducks floating around back there, which is fine,
| guess.

But the nosquitoes are horrible. And we end up
with, we've |ost trees that have di ed because with the water
for weeks on end, that have just ruined the root system and
t hat .

And, you know, our children are now full grown but
when we had grandchildren, they couldn't even go out back
because the nosquitos were so bad. And it continues with the
rain.

This is the first spring that we did not have water
back there because we didn't get the nonsoon. But when we
did get thema few weeks ago, now we have the npbsquitos as
"' msure many of you have.

This gentl eman down here |ives on Sunset and we had
spoken out in the outer area and he said he can't let his

grand- ki ds go out because the nosquitos are so bad. So it
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has been an ongoing problem for years and that.

Wayne Visser (ph) is the one that was originally on
the property who owned our property and that, and it's just
ongoi ng.

And what | ama little bit disappointed with with
the township is why this nmeeting was not held in the evening.
My husband wanted to attend but he works full tine. And I
t hi nk we woul d have had nore of a turnout if this had been in
t he evening and that.

So | had no idea that this drain went all the way
to 78th Street. | thought it was just in our neighborhood.

So | just really hope that sonething gets done.
think if it does, it's going to take a long process with so
many di fferent agencies involved.

Yes, unfortunately, there will be probably sone
expense noved onto us |like any other project, and that. But
| hope a mnimal cost, and then | hope there are grants and
that available to kind of hel p cut any costs.

So we're all here because there is obviously a
problemthat affects all of us, otherwi se we wouldn't have
taken our tinme out.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Thank you, Cheryl.

The next row?

The next row?

M5. NANCY GOCDEN: My nane is Nancy Gooden. | live
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at 10881 60th Avenue. | live just west apparently of this
yel |l ow area that includes the drainage area.

So being just across the street fromit but
apparently not part of it, | guess nmy question is, | know
that there is a big devel opnment proposed to go in right
behind us. So I was just wondering why we got the notice.
Was it because of this devel opnent conming in or is it because

we're so close to the Wodcrest Estate area that is having

troubl e?

| did agree with Ms. DeVries when she said that a
| ot of the drains are plugged. | do a |ot of wal king for
exercise. | go down 60th and | happened to see on 60th a | ot

of the stormdrains are plugged up with dirt and grass even
grow ng, you know, creating |ike sod over the drains.

And as | was walking | tried to kick it off wth ny
feet, but it would take a shovel it was so thick.

So I was just wondering, you know, who takes care
of those drains to nake sure the runoff is able to do its
pur pose.

But | guess that was nmy main question, if we're
technically outside of that drain area, are we going to be
assessed too?

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLCOK: Thank you, Nancy.

MR. M TCHELL JOHNSON: Chai rman Bush, honorabl e

menbers of the Board, good norning.
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My nane is Mtch Johnson, | live at 7773 Hawki ns
Street in the H dden Shores West subdi vi sion.

My primary area of concern is the drain portion
that runs behind ny property on a west to east line along the
north side of our properties, of all of us who live on the
north side of Hawkins Street.

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER: | don't know where --

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: \Where exactly in
relationship to |ike 78th or --

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER: Wiere is Hawkins
Street?

MR. M TCHELL JOHNSON: Hawki ns Street cones off of
78th Street, south of M45.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Thank you, that's
hel pful .

MR M TCHELL JOANSON: | don't know the last tine
this portion of the drain was cleaned out. It's very
overgrown with vegetation and silt.

Some of ny nei ghbors have ki nd of thoughtlessly put
grass into that portion of the drain, thinking it's just a
ditch and not knowing that it contributes to the drainage.
Al'l of our yards run downhill, across a flat and down into
the drain. And all of our sunps discharge into this portion
of the drain.

| didtalk with Chris Machiela fromthe
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comm ssioner's office, and ny understanding is he went out
and | ooked at this area and he thought that sonething could
be done to clean it out, but he was | ooking into easenents
and engineering to see what ability he had to do that. And I
have not heard fromhimto date.

I have put in sone | andscapi ng behi nd nmy house j ust
on the edge of the drain so we didn't have to | ook at al
that back there. None of ny neighbors have done that yet but
this may be an opportunity before that happens to clean out
this portion of the drain to make sure that it functions
goi ng forward.

Thank you for your tine.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Thank you, Mtch

MR. JOHN BERNS: Hello. M nanme is John Berns.
And 1'mfrom 5947 Lynn Drive, that's Wodcrest Estates.

Qur nei ghborhood is under massive devel opnent, as
Julie DeVries nentioned. The devel opers have the drains
actual ly plugged with a black tarp. So when it rains a |ot,
we have a ot of water in the backyards and a | ot of
flooding. And I know sone of ny nei ghbors have actually gone
out there in the rain stormand pulled the black tarp off
that's holding the water from fl oodi ng.

And | think | have a question. Maybe, Joe, you can
answer that, how do we, as neighbors, try to control all the

water that's comng through there? Because it's flooding al
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of our yards and eroding away our |awns and things |like that.
But I think it's nore a product of the devel opnent going on
and the fact that those drains are plugged.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Joe, do you want to
speak to that?

WATER RESOURCES COM JCE BUSH: Yeah. This is one
of those things where we would reevaluate it with Dan. [|'m
assum ng you're tal king about the new devel opnents in the
ar ea.

We woul d have Dan -- every devel opnent gets
reviewed through ny departnent. They all have to be required
through the Gttawa County devel opnent standards as far as
hundred year detention. There is a whole |ist of things that
we won't go into for this neeting, but there is standards
that every devel opnent has to foll ow

VW wll review that and nake sure that those are
done.

Again, the soil erosion is required by |aw to have
those black tarps, they're called silt sacks or silt vents.
And all that's required. W'I|l take that back today to ny
agent and make sure that that gets | ooked at and revi ewed
either today or tonorrow, and have the staff go out and nake
sure that's good.

Those are the two things. | know they're a

headache. Wen you have new devel opnents, there is grow ng
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pai ns because there is a |lot nore water, there is undi sturbed
soils, there is sedinent that noves into drains.

So there is the bad side of devel opnent, you know.
When it cones to open vegetation, it's just dirt noving. So
we try to prevent anything from going down the street by al

the preventive neasures that every devel opnent is required to

do.

So we'll ook into that, M. Chair, and put it in
the mnutes that I'll have ny staff go out, reevaluate the
nei ghbori ng devel opnments to nmake sure they're all -- | know

they get reviewed weekly, but again with the rain events
we've had |l ately, you know, we will go ahead and revi ew t hat
since you brought it up today.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you

MR. JOHN BERNS: Just one thing nore.

My son also lives in the subdivision. And I know a
few weeks ago behind their house there was water over knee
deep. And the neighbors went out and |ifted that heavy drain
out and then pulled that sedi nent sack off of it.

If my son hadn't been there, and a nei ghbor hadn't
been there to see it, I"'mnot so sure that their houses
woul dn't have all been fl ooded.

And so, you know, what they're using right nowis
not working. And we're just trying to figure out what to do

about it because we can not just watch our houses and
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(i naudi bl e) drains out with water two, three feet deep.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay, thank you

The next gentl eman?

MR JIM KELLANDER: My nane is JimKellander. |
live in Cak View Estates which is the devel opnent directly
across the street fromhere off 68th Avenue. M address is
10745 Bl ackcherry Dri ve.

My concern is in |ooking at your nap where the
Sevey Drain heads west of 68th Street, your map is showing it
going directly toward the hol ding pond on the schoo
property.

In actuality that drain turns slightly north and
follows the boundary |ine of our subdivision, then turns
directly south down the school property and into the hol ding
pond.

My concern is that several years ago when the
property was devel oped as a school and the ball fields were
put in, neighbors along the south edge of our subdivision
began havi ng water problens in their basenment because the
t opography of that ground was raised and | eveled for the bal
fields.

My concern is ny house is only one house away from
the people that have a problem Now |l can't speak for them
because | don't see any of them here today, and that took

pl ace several years ago when the ball fields were built.
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But ny concern is we're adding to this drai nage
com ng through that property, and it's already a problem W
want to nmake sure that that's adequately addressed to handl e
the additional flow

| can synpathize with people upstreamthat have
fl oodi ng problens, and | don't think we should prevent
hel ping them But in doing so, we need to ensure the people
that are downstreamaren't inheriting their problem

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Sure. Thank you,
Jim | appreciate that.

And t he next gentl| eman?

MR, TERRY SMECKERT: Good norning. M nane is
Terry Smeckert, 7343 Watermark Drive. It's a condom ni um of
properties on the south side of Hi dden Lake.

VWhere | live now, apparently I'mnot in this drain
di strict according to this map. And ny concern is if |I'm
going to be assessed, then how does this map get redrawn
correctly to incorporate all the residents that would live in
this drainage district then? |1'mobviously in a different
drai nage district, but it cuts across the | ake as you pointed
out .

So how do you assess all these people if they're
not even in the drainage district?

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLCOK: Thank you, Terry.

That woul d be a determ nation, obviously, that woul d be nmade
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if this board determ nes that the project should go ahead.

Then | think the engi neer made the comrent earlier
that this -- the map that we see here is not totally correct,
and so if that is the determ nation, then obviously they wll
reeval uate and reassess in terns of who would be in the
dr ai nage district, who would not be, who would be -- who
woul d then be assessed as the project would nove forward.

So that would be the -- that woul d be the outcone
for you in ternms of your question.

I s there anyone el se that has not spoken that now
woul d I'i ke to make a comment, who did not?

Then | nmake a notion that this portion of the
public comment be cl osed.

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER: | second it.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Mbtion is nmade by
Ri ch, seconded by Ken, that public conment now be cl osed.

And now I1'd like to ask the board to make their
comments, based on what they've heard, and so either Larry or
Ken, if you gentlenen -- Ken, do you want to go first?

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOQUTER: Yeah. | hear comments
on this, on the downstreamend, quite a few comments on the
downst ream end where they're catching all the water and it's
not getting away, it's adding up there. | see problens
t here.

| also see problens up at the Wodcrest end which
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woul d be, it nust be the piece of property that's to the east
of 60t h.

I's that correct, Joe?

WATER RESOURCES COW JOE BUSH:  Yes.

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER: That's correct. Ckay.

My biggest question is that property to the east of
60t h Avenue, that is shown as being part of the Sevey Drain,
right? 1t was handled differently --

BOARD CHAIR RI CH VANDER KLOK: Is that -- is that
right, Dan?

ENG NEER DAN FREDRI CKS: That's correct, yes.

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  Ckay.

ENG NEER DAN FREDRICKS: So it's in the Sevey Drain
drai nage district, yes.

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER: It's al ways been
t here.

ENG NEER DAN FREDRI CKS: It's always been there.
Because if you |ook at this map, this yellow map that you see
there, that boundary of the drainage district, that's from
1982. And the Wodcrest Estates was not devel oped until
1998.

So it made sense that that drainage would actually
-- because it always went in the Sevey.

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOQUTER: It's always been in

the drainage district, it's just the Sevey Drain wasn't
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extended up there to it? So that water always went that way?

ENG NEER DAN FREDRI CKS: Yes. And it goes that way
now, yes. It always has. So it's really a legalistic term
because if you | ook at that heavy blue Iine on your maps, you
can see that the Sevey Drain stops, |legally established, just
west of 60th Avenue; but then it turns into a 48-inch storm
sewer, which potentially the drain comm ssioner woul d
t akeover, and then the associ ated drai nage easenents within
Woodcr est .

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER: So we're not really
saying that that area needs to be taken into the drai nage
district, it was always in the drainage district?

ENG NEER DAN FREDRI CKS: That's a great point. W
really aren't adding any additional water to the drain, it's
al ways been there.

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER: You may be addi ng
wat er because of the devel opnent, but that shouldn't have
been handl ed t hrough --

ENG NEER DAN FREDRI CKS: Right. And that
devel opnent is happening all throughout the drainage
district. There is devel opnents going on all over.

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER: That was the clarity
that | really wanted to know, and it's shown on the map as
being in the drainage district, it was being said that it was

added, and that's not the case.
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ENG NEER DAN FREDRI CKS: Correct.

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOQUTER: O her than that, as
far as I'mconcerned, | hear problens at the upper end, |
hear problens at the |ower end, and people are having
problenms in the mddl e where they want to nake sure that if
we do clean out one area, we're not tal king about just the
upper area or the |ower area, we're tal king about the whole
dr ai n.

ENG NEER DAN FREDRI CKS: Ri ght.

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER: And | hear enough
probl ens both upper, lower and mddle that I'min favor of
having it done.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay. Thank you

Larry, do you have any -- probably want to get
that --

BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA: Yeah, |'m concerned
about -- | think all 1've heard was it's just one big problem

of a drain that is not carrying the water out. And it's a
bi g mai ntenance problem is that correct?

ENG NEER DAN FREDRICKS: |1'd say that's a fair
assessnent .

BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA: Ckay. So that's
really all | have.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Ckay. Well picking

up on what Ken commented on and sone of your comments, and |
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appreciate the comment, | think it was Marshall who nade the
comment that we should fix what we have. And obviously
that's what we would intend, if this would go forward. That
woul d be the -- that would be the inpetus for the engi neer
and the water resource conm ssion office, the road

comm ssion, all of those entities to determ ne what will be
the scope of the project.

And all of that cannot be determ ned unless the
Board of Determination sees that there is a need in order to
nove forward.

And so | would make the notion that the proposed
mai nt enance and i nprovenent of the Sevey Drain, as petitioned
on March 22, 2021, is necessary and conducive to the public
heal t h, conveni ence and welfare of the public.

And so | meke that notion

Is that supported?

BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMVA: |'Il 1 support it.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Made by Rich
Vander Kl ok and supported by Larry Bruursena.

Any further discussion on that notion?

Al'l those in favor, say aye.

BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER: Aye.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLCK:  Aye.

BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA:  Aye.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: That is carried.
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And now, thank you all for being here, but |I'm
going to turn it over to Joe again, and he will describe for
you the appeal process, and perhaps address a few of the
ot her issues that you brought up in your comrents.

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH. Yeah, | just want
to take a few mnutes to thank everybody for comng out this
nor ni ng.

You can appeal today's decision at circuit court
within ten days fromtoday. So you can appeal it, the
deci sion, or the BOD today. But again that's through circuit
court. It's not through ny departnent, not through probate,
but through circuit. So you can appeal it.

The other one is for the mnutes, I'lIl follow up
with the gentleman that apparently there nust have been a
project with another assessnent that | nust have said
sonething, so I'll followup with himafter the neeting to
make clarification on that.

And then there was sone other questions on who is
responsi ble for, | believe the | ady who wal ks, that there is
sonme catch basins on the side of the road that are filled up
and not just with the black tarp or black silt sack, just
because those are pl ugged.

Those are definitely -- either call ny departnent,
call the Water Resources Conmm ssioner. Again we coll aborate

with the road comm ssion on a daily basis.
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It's a lot of work when you | ook at Gtawa County,
there is a lot of roads, there is a lot of drains, ny staff
Is very limted, | will say that for the record, because
everybody thinks we have all kinds of staff and we can get to
themon a daily basis.

But when you have a thousand plus drains, and
devel opnents going crazy, there is a |lot of work out there
and ny staff is very limted. So we deal with what we can.
But if there is issues and you see them nmke sure you report
t hem

A lot of the stormsewers, the basins are getting
full, grass starts growng in them |eaves, and before you
know it, they becone plugged. By all neans either call the
road comm ssion, you can go online to the road comm ssion and
fill out a request. O you can call Sara here, she usually
answers the phone, and we put reports in and we handl e those
accordingly and pretty quickly too.

Some of the conmments were that you haven't heard
fromChris Machi el a who works for nme, we were waiting on
today's decision to figure out do we add that as part of the
project. Because when you have a petition like this, this is
kind of an open end to take care of a lot of problens with
one petition, and go, have the engineering firmgo ook at it
and figure out what solutions are.

Agai n that boundary could change. Sone peopl e got
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the notice because you |ive nearby. That doesn't nean you're
in or out. W just try to notify everybody by | aw that you
could be; and if you're not, good for you. If you're in,
it's that adjustnent.

Per drain code | try to mail even the nei ghboring
peopl e who are in that, because again it changes. That's an
ol d drainage district that's been around for a long tine.

A lot of these drains per the m nutes have been
around since 1800s. So | haven't been around that |ong, but
t hese drains have been and they're hard to upkeep.

They are a utility, whether it's drinking water,
sanitary, stormwater. |In today's environnent it's very
critical because your house could get flooded, the water
quality, the inpacts, just your livelihood, and nosquito
breedi ng grounds, you nane it.

So again stormsewers and stormwater is about as
critical as anything anynore, and we take it very seriously
i n our departnent.

So if there is any issues, be sure to reach out.

Dan will stick around after the neeting.

Again if you want to read the mnutes, usually it
t akes her about four to eight weeks, dependi ng on how busy
Margie is to get those to ne. W do post themon the
website, everybody can read them

If you need a hard copy because you don't have
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I nternet or anything, reach out to Sara in ny departnent and

we're nore than happy to nmail you a copy of them It's al

| egal

and it's all court reported.
That's all | have.
BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Thank you, Joe.

Seeing there is no other business, | wll nake the

notion to adjourn.

BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA: So nove.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: And it's supported

by Larry.

Motion made by Rich, supported by Larry.
Al those in favor to adjourn, say aye.
BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER: Aye.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLCK:  Aye.
BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA:  Aye.

BOARD CHAIR RI CH VANDER KLOK: That's carried. W

are adj our ned.

Thank you all for com ng.

(Board of Determ nation concluded at 11:20 a.m)
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           1                 Allendale, Michigan



           2                 July 27, 2021 - 10:00 a.m.



           3                             PROCEEDINGS



           4                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Well good morning,



           5       everyone.  Can everybody hear me okay?  Hopefully it's not



           6       too loud.



           7                 I'm Joe Bush, the Ottawa County Water Resources



           8       Commissioner, also known as the drain commissioner.  We



           9       changed the name back in 2013 when I got elected, same



          10       department, same staff, as far as what we do, and again, we



          11       just changed the name.



          12                 This is one function of my job duties is to hold a



          13       public hearing or a Board of Determination so we do



          14       appreciate you coming.



          15                 We'll go ahead and get this public hearing started



          16       on the Sevey Drain.  Again, I appreciate your time coming



          17       this morning.



          18                 A lot of people ask why do you have it in the



          19       morning and afternoons and not at night.  This is actually a



          20       legal public hearing according to Drain Code so it is state



          21       law I have to hold these.



          22                 Typically at night they don't work so well, I'll



          23       get more pushback and yelling at at night because I interrupt



          24       the people's schedules at night, supper time, sports.  And



          25       again it's a legal thing that I have to do according to Drain
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           1       Code, which is state law.



           2                 So this is why you're here because I got a petition



           3       from Allendale Township.  A petition means that there was a



           4       request put in to add a branch or add some drains or do



           5       maintenance on the drain known as the Sevey.



           6                 So we're here today because in the township



           7       petition there is a request from numerous property owners to



           8       the east of the Sevey Drain, and everybody got a map.



           9                 Any time you add lands, make a district bigger, add



          10       drains, I have to hold a public hearing like we're doing



          11       today, a Board of Determination.



          12                 The other reason we have a petition, not today, but



          13       typically is if you -- I'm only allowed to spend $5,000 per



          14       mile, per year, per drain.  I have about 1100, 1200 drains



          15       right now in Ottawa County.  I'm only allowed to spend, like



          16       I said, $5,000 per mile, per drain, per year.  So $5,000 in



          17       2021 doesn't get you very far.



          18                 But that's not why we have a petition today.  It's



          19       because there has been a request to add some properties to



          20       the said Sevey Drain.



          21                 So to do that, again I have to hold a public



          22       hearing.  We picked today in this location, we weren't sure,



          23       there is a big drain district if you look at your map.  It's



          24       a big watershed.  A drain district is a watershed.



          25                 I'm thinking, boy, how many people, will we have
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           1       10, 20, a hundred?  I've had them where 500 people showed up.



           2                 So you never know, so thanks to Allendale for



           3       having us here.  I wasn't sure if the township would hold



           4       enough people, but obviously we could have made it.  But



           5       again, we're here today so thank you.



           6                 So the process of having a Board of Determination,



           7       I have to pick a three-panel board.  That three-panel board



           8       has nothing to do with Allendale Township board, or planning



           9       commission or anything to do with Allendale Township.



          10                 I pick three panel board members who actually have



          11       been doing these BODs for a long time.  They have a lot of



          12       experience.  They understand Drain Code.  They understand



          13       drainage.  They understand why we're here today.



          14                 So today, their job is to say, is there a project



          15       necessary?  We don't have a project.  We don't really know a



          16       lot about it.  They never have been out there.  They don't



          17       know anything about this area because we don't want to give



          18       them a heads-up because really they're here to hear testimony



          19       from the people.



          20                 This is about you guys in this room.  This isn't



          21       about what Joe wants, what they want, what the engineer wants



          22       or even Allendale Township.  This is about who the people are



          23       today having the issues or concerns of the Sevey Drain or



          24       another drain district that might want to attach to the Sevey



          25       Drain for an outlet.
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           1                 So again these three panel board members have been



           2       doing these for me since I got elected.  They're very



           3       experienced.  And again they have no properties in the drain



           4       district or Allendale Township.  And again they've been



           5       running these meetings for quite some time.



           6                 I'll go ahead and do introductions, we'll start



           7       from the right and go left.



           8                 Ken Souter, he has 30-plus years, he's retired from



           9       the road commission.  He was an engineer there.  I came from



          10       the road commission, he retired about when I started so



          11       that's been a couple years ago.  But Ken has been -- he was



          12       there I think it was 40 years maybe.



          13                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  Close.



          14                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Close to 40 years



          15       but he's retired.  He's done a lot of these, he understands



          16       drainage, obviously.



          17                 Rich VanderKlok, he's from the Georgetown Township



          18       area.  He's been a Georgetown Township board member for quite



          19       a few years.  And he's been the chair of these meetings for a



          20       long time.



          21                 And then we have Larry Bruursema who also was on



          22       the township board for Georgetown at one time, and served



          23       many, many years at the road commission on the road



          24       commission board.  And he understands drainage and what the



          25       purpose is here.
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           1                 Again, we don't have a project, we don't have a



           2       cost.  This is the very beginning stages of the petition



           3       process.



           4                 So if you ask, well what's the cost?  We're not



           5       going to have one.



           6                 Well why not?  We don't even know if these three



           7       board members think it's necessary to even have a drain



           8       project.



           9                 Sounds kind of crazy, right?  They're voting on



          10       something we really don't know about as far as is there --



          11       all their job is is to say, Joe, move forward; or Joe, we



          12       don't deem it necessary.



          13                 They'll make a motion at the end of the meeting



          14       based on testimony today on, do we see a need or not.  That's



          15       strictly all it is.



          16                 Some people say, well what kind of assessment is



          17       it?  We don't even have a project yet.  But we do have LRE,



          18       Dan, and his assistant is here from Land and Resource.



          19       They'll do a presentation.



          20                 And something else I've been doing that's not



          21       required by law but I do it anyway because it's been very



          22       helpful over the past, going on nine years, Margie is here,



          23       and she's a court reporter.  Instead of having a secretary



          24       write down something and forget it or miss it, we hire a



          25       court reporter.  And everything is recorded word for word,
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           1       whatever you or I say from the time we start to the time we



           2       end, or public testimony, the engineer, these three panel



           3       board members.



           4                 You can always go to MIOttawa.org, look under Water



           5       Resources Commissioner and you'll see petitions.  And if you



           6       go in there you'll find the minutes for every Board of



           7       Determination meeting I've had since I've been elected.



           8                 The reason we do that is for your safety and mine,



           9       if something got said, or we were confused on something,



          10       we'll go back and read those minutes that Margie -- and



          11       Margie has been doing these for basically since I've been



          12       elected so she's done quite a few of these for me.



          13                 She gets it down and writes it and types it so we



          14       know what we said, or if something happens down the road



          15       where we got confused.  Well wait a minute, who said what,



          16       what property owner was it?  It's so nice to go back and read



          17       it word for word.  We might miss it, so she'll capture it for



          18       us.  So Margie is here.



          19                 So when you give public testimony, make sure you



          20       state your name, address, speak loudly, I'll put the mic back



          21       up here.  Don't be afraid because basically this is for that



          22       board's information on making a decision today.



          23                 And then my staff, you might have met Josiah, my



          24       chief deputy when you walked in to sign in, and then Sara,



          25       she's my secretary.  So I have two staff with me today.
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           1                 And then Jerry Olman from the road commission is



           2       here.  And Jerry and I have been working -- we worked



           3       together at the road commission several years ago and we've



           4       also collaborated on several projects.  They also try to show



           5       up and give testimony on the project -- or not the project



           6       but to the Board of Determination.



           7                 And then I don't think I'm missing anything so -- I



           8       don't see anybody in from the township board.  Sometimes we



           9       do have somebody from the township and I don't see anybody



          10       here today, yet.



          11                 So what happens from here, I'll give the oath and



          12       once these three gentlemen get the oath, they'll sit down and



          13       then they'll -- they'll actually run the meeting.



          14                 Any questions, all questions are to those guys.



          15                 Again, I'm neutral, so unless they ask me, I'm not



          16       involved at all.  It's totally up to those three gentlemen to



          17       run the meeting, they'll pick a chair, a secretary and move



          18       forwards.



          19                 So if there is any comments, they'll probably go



          20       one aisle at a time, but again I think with this crowd it



          21       will go pretty quickly and pretty smoothly .  At least there



          22       is not 500 people in here.



          23                 So again if you have any comments, concerns, be



          24       sure to speak up.  This is the time that this board needs to



          25       hear your comments or your questions.
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           1                 Gentlemen, please rise.  Raise your right hand.



           2                 Do you each solemnly swear that you will faithfully



           3       perform and discharge the duties imposed upon you as required



           4       by law, as members of the Board of Determination, appointed



           5       by the Ottawa County Water Resources Commissioner, to



           6       determine necessity and locate, establish and construct the



           7       proposed Sevey Drain located in Allendale Township in said



           8       county?  Gentlemen?



           9                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:  Yes.



          10                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  Yes.



          11                 BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA:  Yes.



          12                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Thank you.



          13                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  I'd like to make a motion



          14       that Rich serve as chairman of this board.



          15                 BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA:  I'll support that.



          16                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:  Motion has been



          17       made that Rich serve as chairman, and it was seconded by



          18       Larry.



          19                 All those in favor, say aye.



          20                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  Aye.



          21                 BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.



          22                 BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA:  Aye.



          23                 I'll make a motion that Ken Souter be the



          24       secretary.



          25                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  And I will second
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           1       that motion.



           2                 Motion is made that Ken Souter serve as secretary,



           3       seconded by Rich.



           4                 All those in favor, say aye.



           5                 BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  Aye.



           6                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.



           7                 BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA:  Aye.



           8                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  And that is carried.



           9                 One of the things that we now need to do is rules



          10       of public comment.  And we will have opportunity for you to



          11       make public comment as you desire, a three-minute time limit.



          12       All we ask is that you give us your name and your address,



          13       and then make your comment.



          14                 And so I'll make a motion that we have public



          15       comment, not no exceed three minutes per person.



          16                 Is there support?



          17                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  I'll support that.



          18                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  And it's supported.



          19                 Motion made by Rich, supported by Ken, that we have



          20       public comment, three-minute time limit for those who would



          21       like to speak.



          22                 We've already talked about the role and function of



          23       the board, Joe explained that very thoroughly.  And also in



          24       terms of the history.



          25                 And so our next item is engineer report, and Dan
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           1       Fredricks is going to give us that.



           2                 And you can see it up on the screen.  And so don't



           3       take offense if we turn our backs on you because we're going



           4       to look at it too.



           5                 ENGINEER DAN FREDRICKS:  All right.  Well thank you



           6       everybody for being here.



           7                 Again my name is Dan Fredricks with Land and



           8       Resource Engineering.  I'm also joined by Megan Connelly.



           9       Megan is another one of our engineers that did a lot of the



          10       field work.



          11                 As Joe alluded to we kind of went out and did a



          12       very preliminary walk-through of the drain, met with a couple



          13       of property owners that were having drain issues, and gave a



          14       very preliminary report here.



          15                 We haven't gone into scope of the project or design



          16       analysis or anything like that.  It's kind of just really



          17       some photographs and some visual evidence of some potential



          18       drain issues that we found out in the field.



          19                 So the overview of the presentation I'm going to



          20       give, we're going to talk about, building on what Joe said



          21       why we're here today, I'll give a brief overview of the drain



          22       and the associated watershed or drainage district with that.



          23                 We'll go into the history of the drain, some of the



          24       work that's been done throughout time.  And then we'll go



          25       into the drainage issues that we have here that we have
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           1       found.  And then most importantly after that we'll talk about



           2       what happens next and open it up to comments from the public



           3       here to voice either your concerns either pro or con against



           4       the potential drain project.



           5                 So as Joe alluded to, his office received a



           6       petition from Allendale Township for maintenance or



           7       improvements to the Sevey Drain.  The Michigan Drain Code



           8       mandates that as part of the process a drain commissioner, in



           9       this case the Water Resources Commissioner, holds this Board



          10       of Determination.  The Board of Determination is going to



          11       hear testimony from everybody here today, and then determine



          12       whether the project is necessary based on public health,



          13       welfare or convenience.



          14                 I apologize, this map is a little bit blurry, but



          15       the Sevey Drain is a tributary to the Little Bass Creek



          16       drain.  The downstream terminus is just west of 78th Street.



          17       So this is 78th Street right here, just to give everybody an



          18       orientation.



          19                 You have Lake Michigan Drive, or M-45 at the north,



          20       and you have Pierce Street on the south.



          21                 So the Sevey starts just west, the downstream end



          22       is just west of 78th Street and the confluence with the



          23       Little Bass Creek drain.  And it continues upstream for about



          24       three miles, across 68th Street, across 64th Street to just



          25       shy of -- the legal terminus of the drain stops just west of
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           1       60th.



           2                 And then at 60th it actually goes into about a



           3       48-inch storm sewer, and it parallels -- and then that goes



           4       north along 60th Street.



           5                 And then to the east of 60th you have some



           6       developments that have happened in the last 30 years or so,



           7       such as the Woodcrest Estates Drain, which was established



           8       through the process of the Drain Code known as Section 433,



           9       where they do a development and then they construct a drain



          10       and then turn it over to the drain commissioner to maintain.



          11                 There has been some flooding issues up in these



          12       areas that we'll talk about as well.



          13                 But, yeah, in general here, you know, this area



          14       historically was agricultural.  Everybody knows there is a



          15       lot of development going on here.  So in the last 30, 50



          16       years there has been some pretty significant changes within



          17       the land use and the watershed.



          18                 This is another map.  This blue area right here --



          19       let me go to one thing, sorry, I forgot one thing.



          20                 So this is a map of the drainage district.  The



          21       drainage district basically is the watershed associated with



          22       the drain.  This dashed like you can see her that kind of



          23       goes around the perimeter of the area right here, that is



          24       that drainage district boundary, that watershed line.  That



          25       means that if a drop of water falls up here by M-45, it's
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           1       going to make its way down to the Sevey Drain.  The Sevey



           2       Drain being this line that kind of goes right through the



           3       middle there.



           4                 So as of 1982, again, they had looked at how has



           5       the land use changed, what properties were draining into it



           6       more or not.  That would be if this petition was found



           7       necessary, that would be something we'd do is to make sure



           8       that this map is accurate and that the people are being



           9       assessed who are actually contributing to the watershed.



          10                 But as of the 1982 map there was about 970 acres



          11       more or less in the drainage district.



          12                 This is another map, it's a more recent map.  It's



          13       the map that you guys have here.  You picked it up in front.



          14       Which has all the modern developments on the map with that



          15       old 1982 drainage district boundary.



          16                 So everything in blue on this, that is for the



          17       historic district, lands that are in the drainage district in



          18       the watershed.  We would review that if a petition was



          19       determined necessary.  Some lands might get added, some lands



          20       might get removed.  We have a lot more highly detailed



          21       contour maps that we can use now days so we can really refine



          22       what that watershed boundary is based on the technology.



          23                 So that's something we would look at if a petition



          24       was determined necessary.



          25                 A couple other points we'll talk about throughout
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           1       this process is in 1991 they constructed the Sevey Detention



           2       Basin here near the outlet near just east of 78th Street.



           3       That was done as part of a Chapter 20 petition which means



           4       that the cost of maintaining that are going to be assessed to



           5       basically the municipalities, and not necessarily the



           6       property owners within the district themselves.



           7                 And then the other area we're going to talk about



           8       is this Woodcrest Estates Drain which was established back in



           9       1998.  So it's within the watershed, but it is -- but there



          10       is a gap basically between where the Sevey Drain starts and



          11       where the Woodcrest Estates Drain stops, and that's something



          12       we'd look at as to how connect that into one water course, if



          13       the petition were to go forward.



          14                 So the original drain was established back in 1886,



          15       so it's been around for almost 150 years almost now.  There



          16       were clean-outs.  There were petitioned projects and



          17       associated clean-outs in 1954 and in 1982.  There was this



          18       Chapter 20 petition that I talked about there in '91 where



          19       they constructed that detention basin just east of 8th.



          20                 Since then there has been some branches that have



          21       been added and some culverts that have been replaced by the



          22       road commission and other developments in there along the



          23       drain.  And there has been general maintenance done, but no



          24       extensive petition process since -- really along the main



          25       drain itself since the '80s.
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           1                 And then as I stated before, that Woodcrest Estates



           2       Drain was established back in 1998.



           3                 So as we've talked about before, the drain -- the



           4       Board of Determination is going to look at this and determine



           5       if the petition is necessary based on public health, welfare,



           6       convenience.



           7                 Some of the drainage issues that we saw out there



           8       is, one, in the last 30 to 50 years there has been a pretty



           9       significant change in the landscape going from agricultural



          10       to now residential, subdivisions and developments.



          11                 The good news is that generally when you go from a



          12       more agricultural or undeveloped to a more developed, highly



          13       impervious urban state, you generally get more runoff because



          14       that water can't infiltrate in the ground.  The development



          15       standards in Ottawa County, thankfully, have been pretty good



          16       over the last few years.  A lot of those developments will



          17       have detention basins associated with them to try to curb



          18       some of that adverse effect that we get by having that



          19       increased urbanization and impervious surfaces.



          20                 But again, as the watershed changes, culverts might



          21       be undersized, they might not be big enough to handle the



          22       amount of storm water, so that's something that would have to



          23       be looked at in further analysis.



          24                 We investigated the detention basin and there are a



          25       few maintenance issues that could be conducted as a part of
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           1       the project if it was determined necessary.



           2                 In general, within the drain, we noticed that there



           3       are areas of sediment buildup in the drain, where if the



           4       channel fills up with sediment, it's not going to have the



           5       capacity it needs to convey those flows and creates localized



           6       flooding.



           7                 Same thing, we saw a lot of excessive vegetation



           8       growing in the debris.  If you get a lot of -- or growing --



           9       a lot of vegetation growing in the drain.  If you get a lot



          10       of vegetation growing, that will block and impede flow



          11       through the drain as well and could create potential flooding



          12       issues.



          13                 Another item we saw were obstructions in the



          14       drains.  There could be -- we found a couple of abandoned



          15       culverts, some manmade pallets thrown out in there, log jams,



          16       things of that nature that again can backup the water and



          17       create localized flooding.



          18                 And then within the Woodcrest Estates Drain itself



          19       there on the upstream end, east of 60th, there were a lot of



          20       complaints about backyard flooding, nuisance flooding,



          21       ponding of water, creating breeding grounds for mosquitoes



          22       that spread disease, concerns of that nature.



          23                 We'll go into a little more detail and try to show



          24       you what we seen from our investigation.



          25                 This is really hard to see, I apologize, but we
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           1       have a map from 1999 on the left and 2021 on the right.  And



           2       I guess really what I wanted to highlight here is you have



           3       M-45 on this north side, you have Pierce on the south.



           4                 And really between this area of 78th and 68th



           5       Street right here, really closer to 78th Street, that area



           6       has developed a lot within the last 30 years.



           7                 The good thing to note, like I talked about before,



           8       is that most of these subdivisions, I'd say all of them, have



           9       some level of detention.



          10                 So again, that's going to kind of help to attenuate



          11       some of those peak flows and not put so much burden on the



          12       channel itself to have to convey all of that additional



          13       runoff from the more impervious surfaces.



          14                 And then also east of 60th in this photo right



          15       here, the Woodcrest Estates development was just being



          16       constructed in 1999.  You can see the road, no houses have



          17       been built at that time.



          18                 So obviously there has been some land use changes.



          19       That's probably something that's going to continue in the



          20       future.  And as the land use changes we have to look at, does



          21       the drain have the capacity that we need to convey the flow



          22       that's being supplied to it without creating flooding.



          23                 Then going to -- this is the starting of the



          24       downstream end so 78th Street on the left here.  Same thing.



          25       You have a photograph on the left of the aerial photo of the
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           1       detention basin from 2021.  And then the right is



           2       construction drawings from 1991.



           3                 A couple things to note is that this is Waterpoint



           4       Drive right here.  This is a culvert that comes under that



           5       into the detention basin.  It's kind of hard to see right



           6       here, but there is a little bit of sediment deposition coming



           7       in from that culvert area there.  And then the main Sevey



           8       Drain is flowing in from here and there is, again, some



           9       sediment deposition in through that area as well.



          10                 These are some photographs of the pond itself.



          11       There is -- here are some areas where you can see we are



          12       starting to get some sediment deposition in those areas.  And



          13       then there is a substantial amount of aquatic vegetative



          14       growth growing within the pond itself.



          15                 Which again the drain commissioner is going to be



          16       more focused on conveying water versus water quality.  But



          17       kind of throughout this whole drain, it makes sense with the



          18       agricultural and residential areas and lack of buffers that



          19       there is a high nutrient loading going into the drain which



          20       kind of propagates the amount of vegetation that's growing.



          21                 As we get up into the drain channel itself a little



          22       bit of vegetation that can impede flow through the drain.



          23                 This is the culvert that's coming from the Sevey



          24       Drain into the detention basin.  According to the property



          25       owner, it appears to be potentially undersized and it really
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           1       just jets out and creates some erosion issues as it does



           2       that, so that's a bit of an area of concern.



           3                 This is the outlet structure, control structure



           4       from the detention pond that would then go across this box



           5       culvert that goes under 78th.



           6                 There was some undermining of the concrete



           7       spillway.  Again, just some minor structural issues kind of



           8       associated with that.  And then some of the smaller rip wrap



           9       by the culvert was getting pushed around.  But these are



          10       pretty minimal areas here.  Just some kind of minor



          11       maintenance issues there.



          12                 As we went further upstream it's kind of hard to



          13       see in these photographs here but there is some areas of bank



          14       erosion, kind of up near the pond area.



          15                 And then as we get closer to, this is 68th right



          16       here, again the channel itself, this is just one example



          17       where you have really a lot of aquatic vegetation in here



          18       kind of choking up the channel.  And you have a little bit of



          19       it looks like a little bank erosion kind of going on there.



          20                 And as we get closer to the upstream terminus,



          21       closer to 60th, you'll see some sediment deposits here within



          22       the drain channel itself, indicating that there could be some



          23       sediment buildup in the drain that should be removed.



          24                 Obstructions in the drain, again here we're



          25       basically between 78th and 60th, here in the wooded area,
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           1       it's kind of hard to see again, but these are basically some



           2       log jams in the channel itself.



           3                 As we get closer to 64th here, you can see just the



           4       amount -- there is really no type of riparian buffer or



           5       anything like that against the drain itself.  In the drain



           6       it's just this one huge kind of vegetative mess.  So, again,



           7       that can restrict the flow through the drain.



           8                 Example, like some trash pallets thrown in the



           9       drain, more aquatic vegetation, more woody debris here.  And



          10       this, I believe is an abandoned culvert.



          11                 Do you know, Megan?



          12                 ENGINEER MEGAN CONNELLY:  Yes.



          13                 ENGINEER DAN FREDRICKS:  An abandoned culvert



          14       that's sticking out that's not serving any function, just



          15       obstructing flow.



          16                 Then one of the original complaints that the drain



          17       office received was from property owners within the Woodcrest



          18       Estates Drain.  So that's a separate drain from Sevey, but as



          19       we said before, the Sevey stops just west of 60th, and this



          20       drain picks up just east of 60th.



          21                 And as part of this project potentially we could



          22       combine and extend the Sevey and have that go all the way up



          23       to the Woodcrest Estates.



          24                 So in 1988 the developer signed this 433 agreement



          25       with the drain commissioner to say, we're going to build this
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           1       infrastructure, storm water, and you're going to take over.



           2                 So within the development there is storm sewer.



           3       Storm -- there is also a small detention basin right here



           4       where I'm pointing to, kind of in the southern central end of



           5       the property.



           6                 There is a large wetland complex that also does



           7       have some drainage conveyance, kind of between the backyards



           8       of the houses.



           9                 This hatched area right here, that's all easement



          10       area.  It was identified as a wetland easement at that time.



          11                 And then there is a drainage easement that would



          12       basically connect to the 60th Avenue storm sewer at the



          13       downstream end right here (indicating).



          14                 And then once it gets to 60th, it goes into a



          15       48-inch pipe which goes south of 60th and then east to the --



          16       west I should say.



          17                 But property owners were complaining about ponding



          18       water, flooded backyards.  These were some of the examples.



          19                 This was actually last spring when we were out



          20       there.  So almost a year ago when we first looked at this.



          21                 This is kind of that wetland complex area that



          22       we're talking about, kind of water there.  And these are a



          23       couple properties within that drainage area, flooded



          24       backyards, nuisance flooding, and ponding of water.



          25                 We did go out here and we did a survey, basically







                                         22

�









           1       from 60th Avenue up through the Woodcrest Estates through the



           2       drainage outlets, and then going up kind of along this



           3       natural swale through the wetland complex area.



           4                 What we did notice is I think the existing



           5       detention basin is right around this area here.  But if you



           6       look at, this is a profile of the survey we took.  So this



           7       profile starts at -- this right here is the big 48-inch



           8       culvert that's going south from 60th Street.  And then there



           9       is a little 24-inch stub out that collects the water from,



          10       that would be from Woodcrest Estates.



          11                 And this is the channel bottom.  So you have the



          12       top of the banks here and the channel bottom right here.  And



          13       you'll notice it's pretty much dead flat, and then actually



          14       the channel bottom raises several feet right about in this



          15       area.



          16                 So a lot of these homes are complaining about



          17       inadequate drainage and there is definitely a significant



          18       sediment upper barrier that creates -- that doesn't allow for



          19       the proper flow of drainage between these houses.



          20                 And that's something else to look at too is just



          21       how high this culvert is set, and the inlet from this area



          22       could probably be lowered a little bit so we could probably



          23       get a little bit better gradient through that area.



          24                 We did do some -- that was the level of field work,



          25       we did that last year even before we had the petition to look
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           1       and see what we could do for Woodcrest Estates, so I figured



           2       I'd share that as well.



           3                 So that's kind of what we've seen so far in the



           4       field.  Again, we really want to hear from public testimony



           5       and hear some of your concerns.



           6                 But the next move right here is going to be open to



           7       public testimony, and then ultimately the Board of



           8       Determination is going to make a decision on whether a



           9       project is necessary or not.



          10                 If it's not determined necessary, then no petition



          11       on the Sevey Drain can be heard again for at least another



          12       year.



          13                 If it is determined necessary, then we go through,



          14       go out there and complete the engineering design.  We do



          15       additional survey along the Sevey Drain.  Potentially if



          16       we're kind of filling in the gap between the Sevey and



          17       Woodcrest Estates, we may have to go out there and obtain



          18       some easements.  Potentially we may have to apply for permits



          19       from the state of Michigan to do some of this work here.



          20                 And then ultimately once we have a design project



          21       together, we'll put together construction drawings and



          22       specifications and bid it to qualified contractors.  And then



          23       the lowest qualified contractor is generally awarded the



          24       project.



          25                 At that point then the drain commissioner knows
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           1       what the total project cost is going to be and can assess



           2       that out.



           3                 The assessment will go to, there will be MDOT



           4       because there is M-45, they will pay a portion of it.



           5       Allendale will pay a portion of it.  The county-at-large is



           6       going to pay a portion of it.  And then the remainder is



           7       going to be spread amongst those 970 acres, plus or minus,



           8       and the individuals that live within there.



           9                 So once we know the cost and they put together the



          10       assessment roll, then there would be a day of review and that



          11       would give everybody the opportunity to look at what their



          12       potential assessment is and voice any concerns at that time.



          13                 And once we get through that process, then we



          14       physically construct the job.



          15                 So with that I appreciate everybody's time and I'm



          16       happy to answer any questions that the board may have.



          17                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay.  Thanks, Dan.



          18                 I just wonder if Ken or Larry have any comments or



          19       questions for Dan.



          20                 You might want to hang onto that in case they do.



          21                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  I'm a little confused.



          22                 In looking at your drawings very quickly, your



          23       drawings go through the little lake there.  It's kind of hard



          24       to split a lake in half and not be in a drainage district or



          25       out of a drainage district.
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           1                 ENGINEER DAN FREDRICKS:  So that's a great point.



           2       Now this drainage district has not been updated since 1882.



           3                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  Okay.



           4                 ENGINEER DAN FREDRICKS:  And those developments are



           5       a lot newer than that, so that's one of the things that would



           6       have to happen as part of this.



           7                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  It isn't only the



           8       upstream end here that isn't in the drain district, but some



           9       of the areas up here?



          10                 ENGINEER DAN FREDRICKS:  Yeah.  Actually even the



          11       Woodcrest right now, the upstream areas, a lot of that



          12       Woodcrest Estates is actually (inaudible) the historic



          13       district.



          14                 But you make a great point right there that that



          15       map is not accurate, and will have to be updated prior to



          16       doing the assessment.



          17                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Larry, do you have



          18       any?



          19                 BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA:  No, I'll wait for



          20       the public comments.



          21                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay.  Jerry, do you



          22       have anything that you'd like to share?



          23                 Jerry is from the Ottawa County Road Commission.



          24                 ROAD COMMISSION JERRY OLMAN:  My only comment is



          25       the gap -- as far as our road drainage goes, I'm not aware of
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           1       any issues that the road commission has.



           2                 But it's been brought to our attention that there



           3       is a gap between the upper end of the Sevey and the, for



           4       example, Woodcrest Estates.



           5                 So I looked up the plans for the 60th Avenue storm



           6       sewer.  That was installed in the early '90s as part of a --



           7       in cooperation with Allendale Township when they installed



           8       sanitary sewer in the road as well.  So I was kind of



           9       surprised that that wasn't already part of the Sevey.



          10                 But the road commission would be in favor of



          11       extending the Sevey Drain to include that storm sewer under



          12       60th, so it's under the Water Resources Commissioner's



          13       control.



          14                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay, thank you,



          15       Jerry.



          16                 Is there a representative from Allendale Township



          17       here that has any comments or wants to speak to this at this



          18       time?



          19                 I see no one from the township here to speak to it,



          20       unless, did I miss someone?  No.  It doesn't look as if there



          21       is.



          22                 So then we'll go to our public testimony time.



          23                 If you would like to make comment, please feel free



          24       to do so.  We ask that you stand and give your name and your



          25       address and we will have a microphone for you available.
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           1                 So you may want to come to the microphone in order



           2       that we may hear you.



           3                 So if you'd like public comment -- and I'm going to



           4       start in the front row here and ask if you want to make



           5       public comment, and then I'll just go down each row.



           6                 And if you'd like to, please feel free to come



           7       forward.



           8                 The gentleman here, do you have a public comment,



           9       sir?



          10                 If you'd give us your name and your address.



          11                 MR. RYAN RANGER:  Sure, my name is Ryan Ranger.  My



          12       address is 10703 Winnie Lane.  I'm in one of the newer



          13       subdivisions, Hidden Shores West which is on 78th Street.



          14                 And there is multiple houses that have drainage



          15       issues so I just wanted to state that comment.



          16                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  So you're at the very



          17       end almost to where it outlets into Little Bass?



          18                 MR. RYAN RANGER:  Correct.



          19                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Can you be a bit



          20       more specific in terms of when you said "multiple drainage



          21       issues," can you be a bit more specific as to what those



          22       issues might be?



          23                 MR. RYAN RANGER:  Sure.  My backyard and other



          24       neighbor's backyards on Winnie Lane have just general



          25       drainage issues.
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           1                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Standing water?



           2                 MR. RYAN RANGER:  Standing water, yes, along the



           3       back of the property lines.



           4                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you, Ryan.



           5                 I think what we're going to do for public comment,



           6       Joe, would you be willing to take the mic to the people so



           7       that they don't have to come down?



           8                 So I'm going to go right over here, these two



           9       gentlemen, if you have a comment.



          10                 Give us your name and your address, please.



          11                 MR. PHIL FALSTROM:  My name is Phil Falstrom.  I



          12       live at 7712 Stepping Stone Drive.  And we're on the Sevey



          13       Detention Basin there.  I've been around that basin probably



          14       20 years.



          15                 I've noticed since the new construction of the



          16       school, the subdivision behind us, I don't know if it is silt



          17       fenced properly or what, but we're getting a lot of sand that



          18       goes down that drain, the Sevey Drain, and just fills in that



          19       pond.  So it's real shallow.



          20                 So whenever it rains even a little bit, we're up at



          21       least six inches of water.



          22                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay, thank you.



          23                 MR. MARSHALL CHASE:  Marshall Chase, 7754 Stepping



          24       Stone Drive.



          25                 Where the Sevey basin is, I own the majority of
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           1       that property.



           2                 Can you bring that picture back up where you showed



           3       the house?  Right there.



           4                 Now that island that's in there, if you look on the



           5       other side, the island was not constructed to be put in



           6       there.  What they did when they were digging on the south



           7       side, they hit sand, but when they hit clay they started



           8       piling it up there and we lost some of our pond.



           9                 That little tip that's sticking out of the one end



          10       there, to the north, that's not supposed to be there.  Same



          11       thing, clay.



          12                 Now we've been getting a lot of sand coming down



          13       through there for the last years, I've talked to Joe about



          14       it.  The pond is doing what it's supposed to do, it holds the



          15       water.  It has a control system to let it back down Little



          16       Bass Creek.  But we're getting so much sediment in there that



          17       it's starting to fill the whole pond in.



          18                 Now to the drain coming out of the Hidden Shores



          19       Lake to the east, where he showed that to you, that drain was



          20       only supposed to be used for lake water of Hidden Shores into



          21       our pond.  So it kept the water flow going, kept the pond



          22       filled up.



          23                 Then the developer turned around and he started



          24       putting backyard drains in there, then hooked the church on



          25       to it.  That's just to the north of that little island there.
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           1       So we got a bunch of stuff coming in there that we shouldn't



           2       have.



           3                 Before we think about adding anything to it, we



           4       should fix what we got, before you even think about bringing



           5       more water.  That's already destroying and eroding all the



           6       banks there.



           7                 We lost probably eight feet around our lake already



           8       that has caved back in.  I've lost trees.  And when that



           9       water comes through that, like the young man said, it's way



          10       undersized.  It causes, on the west end, it causes a circular



          11       motion, and that will go on for days until that drain empties



          12       itself out.



          13                 Before we go on any further, let's fix that where



          14       it stops at before we add to it.



          15                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay, thank you.



          16                 And then let's just go down the next row.



          17                 MR. DONALD BOERINGA:  My name is Don Boeringa.  I



          18       live at 7041 Sunset Drive.  And I have what Allendale and



          19       Ottawa County drain commission consider an orphan sewer.



          20                 But every time it rains, I have some pictures of a



          21       severe storm, but any time it rains, we end up with standing



          22       water in our backyards and it runs through.  And actually



          23       there is a grade problem with it because it's higher in the



          24       center and it's supposed to drain through.  But a lot of



          25       times I have standing water.
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           1                 And in June when we had the heavy rain, I had water



           2       in there up to my knees that I walked through, in my



           3       backyard.



           4                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Excuse me, John,



           5       what subdivision do you live in again?  Your address is what?



           6                 MR. DONALD BOERINGA:  7041 Sunset Drive.  Right



           7       across the street.



           8                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay, thank you.



           9                 MR. KEVIN CROWE:  My name is Kevin Crowe.  I live



          10       at 10411 68th Avenue.



          11                 I guess my concern is who pays for this?  Are you



          12       talking about the commission pays for it, the road



          13       commission, MDOT?



          14                 You talked about all 970 acres -- the last time I



          15       came to one of these meetings was when you guys were



          16       determining whether or not the storm drains in the



          17       subdivision behind my house, Meadowbrook and whatever the



          18       other one is.



          19                 And I don't know if the commissioner misspoke to me



          20       then because I asked specifically after the meeting that if



          21       he didn't hookup to these drains, would you have to pay for



          22       it.



          23                 I was told no.



          24                 Well that wasn't true.  I was assessed, I don't



          25       know, 4000 bucks and change, that was put on my taxes.  So
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           1       I'm just real curious why you want to hookup these two



           2       drains?  Why can't Woodcrest take care of their own stuff and



           3       pay for it?  Why do we have to pay for their drainage



           4       problems?



           5                 I understand like Marshall was talking about, the



           6       stuff that's within the drains, let's fix the stuff that's



           7       going on.  They were talking about the stuff by the schools,



           8       sounds like there is enough problem with the drainage system



           9       that's going on now without hooking somebody else up to it



          10       and making us pay for it.



          11                 Thank you.



          12                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you.



          13                 MS. JULIE DeVRIES:  Julie DeVries, 10848 60th



          14       Avenue.



          15                 I am right on the corner of 60th and Lynn Drive,



          16       which is (inaudible) the very new development, for you people



          17       on the board that aren't from Allendale, all those homes in



          18       there are no older than two years old.  So they just kind of



          19       extended that street.



          20                 And it used to be, you know, acres of woods back



          21       there, hundreds of trees.  And so when you take all those



          22       trees out of there with all those roots, I still think that



          23       that's got to be challenging to drain things properly and



          24       then put the roads in.



          25                 And somebody said that in that area that they were
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           1       having a little bit of trouble, and what I noticed is the



           2       drains are so very plugged, mainly with leaves, debris and a



           3       lot of sand due to the fact that it's a new housing



           4       development.



           5                 The question I have is who is supposed to keep



           6       those sewer drains clean, who is responsible for that?  Is it



           7       the road commission or, you know, who cleans those?  Because



           8       they were so badly plugged for a while there when we had rain



           9       it's no wonder so many of the roads and so many places were,



          10       you know, filling up with water in that area, because it



          11       couldn't continue to get down into the sewer where it was



          12       supposed to so it was kind of on top on the roads.



          13                 So I mean that's something I think that they have



          14       to think of too to try to improve on that.



          15                 Thank you.



          16                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay, thanks.



          17                 Joe, do you want to speak to that in terms of --



          18                 MS. JULIE DeVRIES:  Yeah, like who is responsible



          19       to clean that?



          20                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Yeah, it gets kind



          21       of complicated when you get a new construction site.



          22                 Usually there is silt sacks in the streets that are



          23       left there until there is vegetation for all the new homes



          24       and yards.  Sometimes that's in the front, sometimes it's in



          25       the street -- I mean the backyards, in the street.  Sometimes
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           1       it's the road commission.



           2                 A county drain, everybody thinks every drain is a



           3       county drain.  A county drain is a legal body that has a



           4       watershed as a beginning and it has an end.



           5                 This gentleman made a good point, well if you're



           6       going to tap into other subdivisions upstream, why are we all



           7       paying for it.  The only way I can, per Drain Code per state



           8       law is assess based on contribution and benefit.  If you



           9       contribute to the project or if you benefit from the project,



          10       I can -- my department can assess for it.



          11                 I don't know the scenario of what happened back



          12       then.  I think that was probably before my time.



          13                 MR. KEVIN CROWE:  You were the one that told me.



          14                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  I don't quite



          15       remember that, but it would be in the minutes.



          16                 Yeah, the only way I can assess is basically if you



          17       contribute or benefit.  Obviously there was something done



          18       that you contributed from --



          19                 MR. KEVIN CROWE:  I have a question on that --



          20                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Excuse me.



          21                 Joe, do you want to finish?  And then we'll



          22       continue on, please.



          23                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  I'll finish.



          24                 So I'm not sure of that scenario, that might be for



          25       a later time.
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           1                 But that's the only way we can assess is basically



           2       on benefit and contribution.



           3                 And the answer to your question, it would be we do



           4       the soil erosion, and in my department we have a soil erosion



           5       agent and inspector that goes out everyday and inspects them.



           6                 But again, a drain has a beginning and an end,



           7       sometime they're in the street.  Again, this gentleman



           8       brought up an orphan.



           9                 There is a lot of orphans in Allendale Township and



          10       through the county that I don't have legal jurisdiction over



          11       that I can't touch without an easement and a legal right to



          12       be on people's property and have a route and course.



          13                 So it depends whether the road commission has



          14       jurisdiction or myself and my department.



          15                 But I do know construction sites get ugly for



          16       awhile.  The silt sacks get full and then we inspect those.



          17       And then we make the contractor go out and either put new



          18       silt sacks in in the catch basin, or if they don't put new



          19       ones in, they have to cleans the ones that are there, make



          20       sure the roads aren't plugged up.



          21                 The rain events lately have been pretty intense in



          22       the past two years, actually three years, that are different



          23       than what we normally see.  So these roads will flood for



          24       quite a long time until the water recedes in the roads and



          25       drains.
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           1                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay, thanks, Joe.



           2                 The next row?



           3                 MR. JASON HOLTHOF:  Jason Holthof, 10554 60th



           4       Avenue.



           5                 I'm from the other end of the spectrum, east, near



           6       Woodcrest Estates.  Some of the pictures were actually my



           7       backyard that were flooded out there.



           8                 I'm pretty much the one that has done all that



           9       maintenance in the drain for probably the last 20 years plus.



          10                 I represent kind of a (inaudible) trust where the



          11       drainage that came in, grandpa has since passed, but that



          12       ditch has been there way before he was a young child.  That



          13       doesn't show on the map here.



          14                 I've talked (inaudible) with Sara last summer, I



          15       believe it was, because it showed that the drain stopped just



          16       west of 60th.  As far as grandpa told me, it had been gone



          17       through there his entire life.  The ditch comes around and



          18       goes to the back of Woodcrest Estates, and stops right at



          19       their north property line.



          20                 That retention pond that is on the back side of



          21       that Woodcrest Estates, since that -- since that went in



          22       there it has -- we've had a lot of flooding issues.



          23                 It was bad a little bit to begin with because it is



          24       a wetland, but that retention pond is pretty much part of the



          25       wetland which is backing up into our yard as well.
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           1                 I've had issues with the drain that goes under 60th



           2       right there.  I've cleaned it out myself many times from



           3       bricks and concrete.  We've had -- Allendale Township pulled



           4       a tree out of there, a giant tree that was backed up --



           5       probably 15, 18 years ago because it backed up so bad.



           6                 Also one day the waters were supposed to be



           7       receding and I went in there because the waters were suddenly



           8       flooding our backyards.  And some kids from the development



           9       had plugged it, and it was coming back.  This is days and



          10       days after a hard rain.  So just tons of water in our



          11       backyard.



          12                 We've got ducks coming in here all the time



          13       swimming in our backyard with so much water.



          14                 I go in with my chainsaw and clear out the



          15       drainage, it's pretty much chuck full of trees, leaves and



          16       what not.



          17                 And then where it goes under 60th, I've removed



          18       tons of concrete, asphalt.  I don't know where it's coming



          19       from, but I've taken a lot out of there.  And I'm sure a lot



          20       of it has gone in the drain system that is under 60th right



          21       now.  It's full of who knows what's in there.  It's getting



          22       worse and worse as we go on here.



          23                 I think part of that drain, a piece of it right



          24       there from that development, but also that ditch doesn't even



          25       show, even with the map that he showed, it kind of hooks up
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           1       going to the northeast into Woodcrest, the ditch.  There is a



           2       ditch that's been there forever from what grandpa had said,



           3       that comes all the way through there and that is plugged



           4       right shut, which pretty much backs up all our properties.



           5                 So excessive amounts of water in there for weeks on



           6       end, not just a couple days and out, it's weeks on end.



           7                 So I'd just -- like I said, the pictures were part



           8       of my backyard, and this is going back from many, many, many



           9       years that that ditch has been there.  I'm not sure why it



          10       doesn't even show on there, but it has been there for a long



          11       time.



          12                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay.  Thank you,



          13       Jason.



          14                 MS. CHERYL ADAMS:  I'm Cheryl Adams, 10564 60th,



          15       and Jason has been great at maintaining this.



          16                 I will say one thing.  That ditch that he's talking



          17       about does run behind people's homes in that Woodcrest



          18       Estates.  I feel those people should be the ones responsible



          19       to keep that clean.



          20                 Jason and us, we live three or four houses down and



          21       for him, out of the goodness of his heart to go down and



          22       maintain that, because it does back up on our property.



          23                 And one of the houses that butts up to it is a



          24       rental property, it has four families living in it.  But



          25       again those people in Woodcrest, it's on the back of their
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           1       property, they should be the ones that maintain that.



           2                 Also, usually every spring with the runoffs of rain



           3       and snow, we have woods behind us, half of our property is



           4       woods.



           5                 It gets rain, snow runoff, and as I said to my



           6       husband, after we moved in 22 years ago, Woodcrest was just



           7       beginning, I said to him one morning, look, we have lakefront



           8       property, because the water had been so far up into our yard



           9       that we had ducks floating around back there, which is fine,



          10       I guess.



          11                 But the mosquitoes are horrible.  And we end up



          12       with, we've lost trees that have died because with the water



          13       for weeks on end, that have just ruined the root system and



          14       that.



          15                 And, you know, our children are now full grown but



          16       when we had grandchildren, they couldn't even go out back



          17       because the mosquitos were so bad.  And it continues with the



          18       rain.



          19                 This is the first spring that we did not have water



          20       back there because we didn't get the monsoon.  But when we



          21       did get them a few weeks ago, now we have the mosquitos as



          22       I'm sure many of you have.



          23                 This gentleman down here lives on Sunset and we had



          24       spoken out in the outer area and he said he can't let his



          25       grand-kids go out because the mosquitos are so bad.  So it
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           1       has been an ongoing problem for years and that.



           2                 Wayne Visser (ph) is the one that was originally on



           3       the property who owned our property and that, and it's just



           4       ongoing.



           5                 And what I am a little bit disappointed with with



           6       the township is why this meeting was not held in the evening.



           7       My husband wanted to attend but he works full time.  And I



           8       think we would have had more of a turnout if this had been in



           9       the evening and that.



          10                 So I had no idea that this drain went all the way



          11       to 78th Street.  I thought it was just in our neighborhood.



          12                 So I just really hope that something gets done.  I



          13       think if it does, it's going to take a long process with so



          14       many different agencies involved.



          15                 Yes, unfortunately, there will be probably some



          16       expense moved onto us like any other project, and that.  But



          17       I hope a minimal cost, and then I hope there are grants and



          18       that available to kind of help cut any costs.



          19                 So we're all here because there is obviously a



          20       problem that affects all of us, otherwise we wouldn't have



          21       taken our time out.



          22                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you, Cheryl.



          23                 The next row?



          24                 The next row?



          25                 MS. NANCY GOODEN:  My name is Nancy Gooden.  I live
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           1       at 10881 60th Avenue.  I live just west apparently of this



           2       yellow area that includes the drainage area.



           3                 So being just across the street from it but



           4       apparently not part of it, I guess my question is, I know



           5       that there is a big development proposed to go in right



           6       behind us.  So I was just wondering why we got the notice.



           7       Was it because of this development coming in or is it because



           8       we're so close to the Woodcrest Estate area that is having



           9       trouble?



          10                 I did agree with Ms. DeVries when she said that a



          11       lot of the drains are plugged.  I do a lot of walking for



          12       exercise.  I go down 60th and I happened to see on 60th a lot



          13       of the storm drains are plugged up with dirt and grass even



          14       growing, you know, creating like sod over the drains.



          15                 And as I was walking I tried to kick it off with my



          16       feet, but it would take a shovel it was so thick.



          17                 So I was just wondering, you know, who takes care



          18       of those drains to make sure the runoff is able to do its



          19       purpose.



          20                 But I guess that was my main question, if we're



          21       technically outside of that drain area, are we going to be



          22       assessed too?



          23                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you, Nancy.



          24                 MR. MITCHELL JOHNSON:  Chairman Bush, honorable



          25       members of the Board, good morning.
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           1                 My name is Mitch Johnson, I live at 7773 Hawkins



           2       Street in the Hidden Shores West subdivision.



           3                 My primary area of concern is the drain portion



           4       that runs behind my property on a west to east line along the



           5       north side of our properties, of all of us who live on the



           6       north side of Hawkins Street.



           7                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  I don't know where --



           8                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Where exactly in



           9       relationship to like 78th or --



          10                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  Where is Hawkins



          11       Street?



          12                 MR. MITCHELL JOHNSON:  Hawkins Street comes off of



          13       78th Street, south of M-45.



          14                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you, that's



          15       helpful.



          16                 MR. MITCHELL JOHNSON:  I don't know the last time



          17       this portion of the drain was cleaned out.  It's very



          18       overgrown with vegetation and silt.



          19                 Some of my neighbors have kind of thoughtlessly put



          20       grass into that portion of the drain, thinking it's just a



          21       ditch and not knowing that it contributes to the drainage.



          22       All of our yards run downhill, across a flat and down into



          23       the drain.  And all of our sumps discharge into this portion



          24       of the drain.



          25                 I did talk with Chris Machiela from the
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           1       commissioner's office, and my understanding is he went out



           2       and looked at this area and he thought that something could



           3       be done to clean it out, but he was looking into easements



           4       and engineering to see what ability he had to do that.  And I



           5       have not heard from him to date.



           6                 I have put in some landscaping behind my house just



           7       on the edge of the drain so we didn't have to look at all



           8       that back there.  None of my neighbors have done that yet but



           9       this may be an opportunity before that happens to clean out



          10       this portion of the drain to make sure that it functions



          11       going forward.



          12                 Thank you for your time.



          13                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you, Mitch.



          14                 MR. JOHN BERNS:  Hello.  My name is John Berns.



          15       And I'm from 5947 Lynn Drive, that's Woodcrest Estates.



          16                 Our neighborhood is under massive development, as



          17       Julie DeVries mentioned.  The developers have the drains



          18       actually plugged with a black tarp.  So when it rains a lot,



          19       we have a lot of water in the backyards and a lot of



          20       flooding.  And I know some of my neighbors have actually gone



          21       out there in the rain storm and pulled the black tarp off



          22       that's holding the water from flooding.



          23                 And I think I have a question.  Maybe, Joe, you can



          24       answer that, how do we, as neighbors, try to control all the



          25       water that's coming through there?  Because it's flooding all
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           1       of our yards and eroding away our lawns and things like that.



           2       But I think it's more a product of the development going on



           3       and the fact that those drains are plugged.



           4                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Joe, do you want to



           5       speak to that?



           6                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Yeah.  This is one



           7       of those things where we would reevaluate it with Dan.  I'm



           8       assuming you're talking about the new developments in the



           9       area.



          10                 We would have Dan -- every development gets



          11       reviewed through my department.  They all have to be required



          12       through the Ottawa County development standards as far as



          13       hundred year detention.  There is a whole list of things that



          14       we won't go into for this meeting, but there is standards



          15       that every development has to follow.



          16                 We will review that and make sure that those are



          17       done.



          18                 Again, the soil erosion is required by law to have



          19       those black tarps, they're called silt sacks or silt vents.



          20       And all that's required.  We'll take that back today to my



          21       agent and make sure that that gets looked at and reviewed



          22       either today or tomorrow, and have the staff go out and make



          23       sure that's good.



          24                 Those are the two things.  I know they're a



          25       headache.  When you have new developments, there is growing
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           1       pains because there is a lot more water, there is undisturbed



           2       soils, there is sediment that moves into drains.



           3                 So there is the bad side of development, you know.



           4       When it comes to open vegetation, it's just dirt moving.  So



           5       we try to prevent anything from going down the street by all



           6       the preventive measures that every development is required to



           7       do.



           8                 So we'll look into that, Mr. Chair, and put it in



           9       the minutes that I'll have my staff go out, reevaluate the



          10       neighboring developments to make sure they're all -- I know



          11       they get reviewed weekly, but again with the rain events



          12       we've had lately, you know, we will go ahead and review that



          13       since you brought it up today.



          14                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you.



          15                 MR. JOHN BERNS:  Just one thing more.



          16                 My son also lives in the subdivision.  And I know a



          17       few weeks ago behind their house there was water over knee



          18       deep.  And the neighbors went out and lifted that heavy drain



          19       out and then pulled that sediment sack off of it.



          20                 If my son hadn't been there, and a neighbor hadn't



          21       been there to see it, I'm not so sure that their houses



          22       wouldn't have all been flooded.



          23                 And so, you know, what they're using right now is



          24       not working.  And we're just trying to figure out what to do



          25       about it because we can not just watch our houses and
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           1       (inaudible) drains out with water two, three feet deep.



           2                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay, thank you.



           3                 The next gentleman?



           4                 MR. JIM KELLANDER:  My name is Jim Kellander.  I



           5       live in Oak View Estates which is the development directly



           6       across the street from here off 68th Avenue.  My address is



           7       10745 Blackcherry Drive.



           8                 My concern is in looking at your map where the



           9       Sevey Drain heads west of 68th Street, your map is showing it



          10       going directly toward the holding pond on the school



          11       property.



          12                 In actuality that drain turns slightly north and



          13       follows the boundary line of our subdivision, then turns



          14       directly south down the school property and into the holding



          15       pond.



          16                 My concern is that several years ago when the



          17       property was developed as a school and the ball fields were



          18       put in, neighbors along the south edge of our subdivision



          19       began having water problems in their basement because the



          20       topography of that ground was raised and leveled for the ball



          21       fields.



          22                 My concern is my house is only one house away from



          23       the people that have a problem.  Now I can't speak for them



          24       because I don't see any of them here today, and that took



          25       place several years ago when the ball fields were built.
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           1                 But my concern is we're adding to this drainage



           2       coming through that property, and it's already a problem.  We



           3       want to make sure that that's adequately addressed to handle



           4       the additional flow.



           5                 I can sympathize with people upstream that have



           6       flooding problems, and I don't think we should prevent



           7       helping them.  But in doing so, we need to ensure the people



           8       that are downstream aren't inheriting their problem.



           9                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Sure.  Thank you,



          10       Jim.  I appreciate that.



          11                 And the next gentleman?



          12                 MR. TERRY SMECKERT:  Good morning.  My name is



          13       Terry Smeckert, 7343 Watermark Drive.  It's a condominium of



          14       properties on the south side of Hidden Lake.



          15                 Where I live now, apparently I'm not in this drain



          16       district according to this map.  And my concern is if I'm



          17       going to be assessed, then how does this map get redrawn



          18       correctly to incorporate all the residents that would live in



          19       this drainage district then?  I'm obviously in a different



          20       drainage district, but it cuts across the lake as you pointed



          21       out.



          22                 So how do you assess all these people if they're



          23       not even in the drainage district?



          24                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you, Terry.



          25       That would be a determination, obviously, that would be made
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           1       if this board determines that the project should go ahead.



           2                 Then I think the engineer made the comment earlier



           3       that this -- the map that we see here is not totally correct,



           4       and so if that is the determination, then obviously they will



           5       reevaluate and reassess in terms of who would be in the



           6       drainage district, who would not be, who would be -- who



           7       would then be assessed as the project would move forward.



           8                 So that would be the -- that would be the outcome



           9       for you in terms of your question.



          10                 Is there anyone else that has not spoken that now



          11       would like to make a comment, who did not?



          12                 Then I make a motion that this portion of the



          13       public comment be closed.



          14                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  I second it.



          15                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Motion is made by



          16       Rich, seconded by Ken, that public comment now be closed.



          17                 And now I'd like to ask the board to make their



          18       comments, based on what they've heard, and so either Larry or



          19       Ken, if you gentlemen -- Ken, do you want to go first?



          20                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  Yeah.  I hear comments



          21       on this, on the downstream end, quite a few comments on the



          22       downstream end where they're catching all the water and it's



          23       not getting away, it's adding up there.  I see problems



          24       there.



          25                 I also see problems up at the Woodcrest end which
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           1       would be, it must be the piece of property that's to the east



           2       of 60th.



           3                 Is that correct, Joe?



           4                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Yes.



           5                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  That's correct.  Okay.



           6                 My biggest question is that property to the east of



           7       60th Avenue, that is shown as being part of the Sevey Drain,



           8       right?  It was handled differently --



           9                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Is that -- is that



          10       right, Dan?



          11                 ENGINEER DAN FREDRICKS:  That's correct, yes.



          12                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  Okay.



          13                 ENGINEER DAN FREDRICKS:  So it's in the Sevey Drain



          14       drainage district, yes.



          15                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  It's always been



          16       there.



          17                 ENGINEER DAN FREDRICKS:  It's always been there.



          18       Because if you look at this map, this yellow map that you see



          19       there, that boundary of the drainage district, that's from



          20       1982.  And the Woodcrest Estates was not developed until



          21       1998.



          22                 So it made sense that that drainage would actually



          23       -- because it always went in the Sevey.



          24                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  It's always been in



          25       the drainage district, it's just the Sevey Drain wasn't
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           1       extended up there to it?  So that water always went that way?



           2                 ENGINEER DAN FREDRICKS:  Yes.  And it goes that way



           3       now, yes.  It always has.  So it's really a legalistic term,



           4       because if you look at that heavy blue line on your maps, you



           5       can see that the Sevey Drain stops, legally established, just



           6       west of 60th Avenue; but then it turns into a 48-inch storm



           7       sewer, which potentially the drain commissioner would



           8       takeover, and then the associated drainage easements within



           9       Woodcrest.



          10                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  So we're not really



          11       saying that that area needs to be taken into the drainage



          12       district, it was always in the drainage district?



          13                 ENGINEER DAN FREDRICKS:  That's a great point.  We



          14       really aren't adding any additional water to the drain, it's



          15       always been there.



          16                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  You may be adding



          17       water because of the development, but that shouldn't have



          18       been handled through --



          19                 ENGINEER DAN FREDRICKS:  Right.  And that



          20       development is happening all throughout the drainage



          21       district.  There is developments going on all over.



          22                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  That was the clarity



          23       that I really wanted to know, and it's shown on the map as



          24       being in the drainage district, it was being said that it was



          25       added, and that's not the case.
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           1                 ENGINEER DAN FREDRICKS:  Correct.



           2                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  Other than that, as



           3       far as I'm concerned, I hear problems at the upper end, I



           4       hear problems at the lower end, and people are having



           5       problems in the middle where they want to make sure that if



           6       we do clean out one area, we're not talking about just the



           7       upper area or the lower area, we're talking about the whole



           8       drain.



           9                 ENGINEER DAN FREDRICKS:  Right.



          10                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  And I hear enough



          11       problems both upper, lower and middle that I'm in favor of



          12       having it done.



          13                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay.  Thank you.



          14                 Larry, do you have any -- probably want to get



          15       that --



          16                 BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA:  Yeah, I'm concerned



          17       about -- I think all I've heard was it's just one big problem



          18       of a drain that is not carrying the water out.  And it's a



          19       big maintenance problem, is that correct?



          20                 ENGINEER DAN FREDRICKS:  I'd say that's a fair



          21       assessment.



          22                 BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA:  Okay.  So that's



          23       really all I have.



          24                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Okay.  Well picking



          25       up on what Ken commented on and some of your comments, and I
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           1       appreciate the comment, I think it was Marshall who made the



           2       comment that we should fix what we have.  And obviously



           3       that's what we would intend, if this would go forward.  That



           4       would be the -- that would be the impetus for the engineer



           5       and the water resource commission office, the road



           6       commission, all of those entities to determine what will be



           7       the scope of the project.



           8                 And all of that cannot be determined unless the



           9       Board of Determination sees that there is a need in order to



          10       move forward.



          11                 And so I would make the motion that the proposed



          12       maintenance and improvement of the Sevey Drain, as petitioned



          13       on March 22, 2021, is necessary and conducive to the public



          14       health, convenience and welfare of the public.



          15                 And so I make that motion.



          16                 Is that supported?



          17                 BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA:  I'll support it.



          18                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Made by Rich



          19       VanderKlok and supported by Larry Bruursema.



          20                 Any further discussion on that motion?



          21                 All those in favor, say aye.



          22                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  Aye.



          23                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.



          24                 BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA:  Aye.



          25                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  That is carried.
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           1                 And now, thank you all for being here, but I'm



           2       going to turn it over to Joe again, and he will describe for



           3       you the appeal process, and perhaps address a few of the



           4       other issues that you brought up in your comments.



           5                 WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:  Yeah, I just want



           6       to take a few minutes to thank everybody for coming out this



           7       morning.



           8                 You can appeal today's decision at circuit court



           9       within ten days from today.  So you can appeal it, the



          10       decision, or the BOD today.  But again that's through circuit



          11       court.  It's not through my department, not through probate,



          12       but through circuit.  So you can appeal it.



          13                 The other one is for the minutes, I'll follow up



          14       with the gentleman that apparently there must have been a



          15       project with another assessment that I must have said



          16       something, so I'll follow up with him after the meeting to



          17       make clarification on that.



          18                 And then there was some other questions on who is



          19       responsible for, I believe the lady who walks, that there is



          20       some catch basins on the side of the road that are filled up,



          21       and not just with the black tarp or black silt sack, just



          22       because those are plugged.



          23                 Those are definitely -- either call my department,



          24       call the Water Resources Commissioner.  Again we collaborate



          25       with the road commission on a daily basis.
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           1                 It's a lot of work when you look at Ottawa County,



           2       there is a lot of roads, there is a lot of drains, my staff



           3       is very limited, I will say that for the record, because



           4       everybody thinks we have all kinds of staff and we can get to



           5       them on a daily basis.



           6                 But when you have a thousand plus drains, and



           7       developments going crazy, there is a lot of work out there



           8       and my staff is very limited.  So we deal with what we can.



           9       But if there is issues and you see them, make sure you report



          10       them.



          11                 A lot of the storm sewers, the basins are getting



          12       full, grass starts growing in them, leaves, and before you



          13       know it, they become plugged.  By all means either call the



          14       road commission, you can go online to the road commission and



          15       fill out a request.  Or you can call Sara here, she usually



          16       answers the phone, and we put reports in and we handle those



          17       accordingly and pretty quickly too.



          18                 Some of the comments were that you haven't heard



          19       from Chris Machiela who works for me, we were waiting on



          20       today's decision to figure out do we add that as part of the



          21       project.  Because when you have a petition like this, this is



          22       kind of an open end to take care of a lot of problems with



          23       one petition, and go, have the engineering firm go look at it



          24       and figure out what solutions are.



          25                 Again that boundary could change.  Some people got
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           1       the notice because you live nearby.  That doesn't mean you're



           2       in or out.  We just try to notify everybody by law that you



           3       could be; and if you're not, good for you.  If you're in,



           4       it's that adjustment.



           5                 Per drain code I try to mail even the neighboring



           6       people who are in that, because again it changes.  That's an



           7       old drainage district that's been around for a long time.



           8                 A lot of these drains per the minutes have been



           9       around since 1800s.  So I haven't been around that long, but



          10       these drains have been and they're hard to upkeep.



          11                 They are a utility, whether it's drinking water,



          12       sanitary, storm water.  In today's environment it's very



          13       critical because your house could get flooded, the water



          14       quality, the impacts, just your livelihood, and mosquito



          15       breeding grounds, you name it.



          16                 So again storm sewers and storm water is about as



          17       critical as anything anymore, and we take it very seriously



          18       in our department.



          19                 So if there is any issues, be sure to reach out.



          20                 Dan will stick around after the meeting.



          21                 Again if you want to read the minutes, usually it



          22       takes her about four to eight weeks, depending on how busy



          23       Margie is to get those to me.  We do post them on the



          24       website, everybody can read them.



          25                 If you need a hard copy because you don't have
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           1       internet or anything, reach out to Sara in my department and



           2       we're more than happy to mail you a copy of them.  It's all



           3       legal and it's all court reported.



           4                 That's all I have.



           5                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you, Joe.



           6                 Seeing there is no other business, I will make the



           7       motion to adjourn.



           8                 BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA:  So move.



           9                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  And it's supported



          10       by Larry.



          11                 Motion made by Rich, supported by Larry.



          12                 All those in favor to adjourn, say aye.



          13                 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER:  Aye.



          14                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.



          15                 BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRUURSEMA:  Aye.



          16                 BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:  That's carried.  We



          17       are adjourned.



          18                 Thank you all for coming.



          19             (Board of Determination concluded at 11:20 a.m.)



          20



          21



          22



          23



          24



          25
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Page 2 Page 4
1 Alendale, Mchigan 1 10, 20, a hundred? 1've had themwhere 500 peopl e showed up.
2 July 27, 2021 - 10:00 a.m 2 So you never know so thanks to Allendale for
3 PROCEED NGS 3 having us here. | wasn't sure if the township woul d hol d
4 WATER RESOURCES OO JCE BUSH Vel | good nor ni ng, 4 enough people, but obviously we coul d have nade it. But
5 everyone. Can everybody hear ne okay? Hopefully it's not 5 again, we're here today so thank you.
6 too loud. 6 So the process of having a Board of Deternination,
7 ["'mJoe Bush, the Gitawa County Véter Resources 7 | have to pick a three-panel board. That three-panel board
8 Commissioner, also known as the drain commissioner. V¢ 8 has nothing to do with Allendal e Township board, or planning
9 changed the name back in 2013 when | got elected, sane 9 comission or anything to do with Allendal e Township.
10 department, sane staff, as far as what we do, and again, we 10 | pick three panel board nenbers who actual Iy have
11 just changed the nane. 11 been doing these BODs for a long time. They have a lot of
12 This is one function of ny job duties is tohold a 12 experience. They understand Drain Code. They understand
13 public hearing or a Board of Determnation so we do 13 drainage. They understand why we're here today.
14 appreciate you coning. 14 So today, their job is to say, is there a project
15 V' Il go ahead and get this public hearing started 15 necessary? ¢ don't have a project. V% don't really know a
16 on the Sevey Drain. Again, | appreciate your time comng 16 lot about it. They never have been out there. They don't
17 this nmorning. 17 know anything about this area because we don't want to give
18 Alot of people ask why do you have it in the 18 thema heads-up because real |y they're here to hear testinony
19 norning and afternoons and not at night. Thisis actually a 19 fromthe people.
20 legal public hearing according to Drain Code so it is state 20 This is about you guys in this room This isn't
21 law! have to hold these. 21 about what Joe wants, what they want, what the engineer wants
22 Typically at night they don't work so well, I'll 22 or even Allendal e Township. This is about who the people are
23 get nmore pushback and yelling at at night because | interrupt 23 today having the issues or concerns of the Sevey Drain or
24 the people's schedul es at night, supper tine, sports. And 24 another drain district that mght want to attach to the Sevey
25 againit'salega thing that | have to do according to Drain 25 Drainfor an outlet.

Page 3 Page 5
1 (ode, whichis state |aw 1 So again these three panel board nenbers have been
2 So this is why you're here because | got a petition 2 doing these for me since | got elected. They're very
3 fromAlendal e Toanship. A petition neans that there was a 3 experienced. And again they have no properties in the drain
4 request put into add a branch or add some drains or do 4 district or Alendale Township. And again they've been
5 maintenance on the drain known as the Sevey. 5 running these meetings for quite sone tine.
6 So we're here today because in the township 6 ["Il go ahead and do introductions, we'll start
7 petition there is a request fromnunerous property owers to 7 fromthe right and go | eft.
8 the east of the Sevey Drain, and everybody got a map. 8 Ken Souter, he has 30-plus years, he's retired from
9 Any tine you add |ands, make a district bigger, add 9 the road conmission. He was an engineer there. | cane from
10 drains, | have to hold a public hearing like we're doing 10 the road commssion, he retired about when | started so
11 today, a Board of Determnation. 11 that's been a couple years ago. But Ken has been -- he vas
12 The other reason we have a petition, not today, but 12 there | think it was 40 years maybe.
13 typically isif you-- 1"monly allowed to spend $5, 000 per 13 BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER  d ose.
14 nile, per year, per drain. | have about 1100, 1200 drains 14 VWATER RESOURCES OOW JCE BUSH  dose to 40 years
15 right nowin Qtawa Gounty. |'monly allowed to spend, |ike 15 but he's retired. He's done alot of these, he understands
16 | said, $5,000 per mle, per drain, per year. So $5,000in 16  drainage, obviously.
17 2021 doesn't get you very far. 17 Rch VanderK ok, he's fromthe Georgetown Township
18 But that's not why we have a petition today. It's 18 area. H's been a Georgetown Township board menber for quite
19 because there has been a request to add sone properties to 19 afewyears. And he's been the chair of these neetings for a
20 the said Sevey Drain. 20 long tine.
21 S to do that, again | have to hold a public 21 And then we have Larry Bruursena who al so was on
22 hearing. V¢ picked today inthis location, we weren't sure, 22 the township board for Georgetown at one tine, and served
23 thereis abigdraindistrict if youlook at your map. It's 23 many, nany years at the road commssion on the road
24 abigwatershed. Adraindistrict is a watershed. 24 comission board. And he understands drainage and what the
25 [*mthinking, boy, how nany people, wll we have 25 purpose is here.
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Page 6

Page 8

1 Again, we don't have a project, we don't have a 1 And then Jerry Qman fromthe road commission is
2 cost. Thisis the very beginning stages of the petition 2 here. And Jerry and | have been working -- we worked
3 process. 3 together at the road commssion several years ago and we've
4 So if you ask, well what's the cost? Vé're not 4 al'so collaborated on several projects. They also try to show
5 going to have one. 5 up and give testimony on the project -- or not the project
6 Vel | why not? V@ don't even knowif these three 6 but to the Board of Determnation
7 board nenbers think it's necessary to even have a drain 7 And then | don't think I'mmissing anything so --
8 project. 8 don't see anybody in fromthe township board. Sonetines we
9 Sounds kind of crazy, right? They're voting on 9 do have sonebody fromthe township and | don't see anybody
10 something we really don't know about as far as is there -- 10 here today, yet
11 @l their jobisis to say, Joe, move forverd; or Joe, we 11 So what happens fromhere, 1'Il give the oath and
12 don't deemit necessary. 12 once these three gentlemen get the oath, they'll sit down and
13 They' I nake a notion at the end of the neeting 13 then they'Il -- they'Il actually run the neeting
14 based on testinony today on, do we see a need or not. That's 14 Any questions, all questions are to those guys
15 strictly all it is. 15 Again, |"'mneutral, so unless they ask ne, |'mnot
16 Sone peopl e say, vell what kind of assessment is 16 involved at all. It's totally up to those three gentlemen to
17 it? V¢ don't even have a project yet. But we do have LRE 17 run the meeting, they'll pick a chair, a secretary and nove
18 Dan, and his assistant is here fromLand and Resource. 18  forvards.
19 They'll do a presentation. 19 So if there is any coments, they' |l probably go
20 And sonething el se |'ve been doing that's not 20 oneaisleat atinme, but again | think with this crowd it
21 required by lawbut | do it anyway because it's been very 21 will go pretty quickly and pretty smoothly . A least there
22 helpful over the past, going on nine years, Mrgie is here, 22 is not 500 people in here.
23 and she's a court reporter. Instead of having a secretary 23 So again if you have any conments, concerns, be
24 wite down something and forget it or missit, we hire a 24 sure to speak up. This is the time that this board needs to
25 court reporter. And everything is recorded word for word, 25 hear your conments or your questions.

Page 7 Page 9
1 whatever you or | say fromthe tine we start to the tine we 1 Gent | enen, please rise. Raise your right hand.
2 end, or public testinmony, the engineer, these three panel 2 Do you each sol emnly swear that you will faithfully
3 hoard nenbers. 3 performand discharge the duties inposed upon you as required
4 You can always go to MQtawa. org, | ook under Véter 4 by law as nenbers of the Board of Deternination, appointed
5 Resources Qommissioner and you' |l see petitions. Andif you 5 by the Gitana County Véter Resources Conmissioner, to
6 gointhere you'll find the mnutes for every Board of 6 determne necessity and |ocate, establish and construct the
7 Deternination meeting |'ve had since I've been el ected. 7 proposed Sevey Drain located in Allendal e Township in said
8 The reason we do that is for your safety and nine, 8 county? Gentlenen?
9 if sonething got said, or we were confused on sonething, 9 BOARD MEVBER R CH VANDER KLOK:  Yes.
10 we'll go back and read those minutes that Mrgie -- and 10 BOARD MEVBER KEN SQUTER ~ Yes
11 Margie has been doing these for basically since |'ve been 1 BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRURSEMA  Yes
12 elected so she's done quite a fewof these for ne. 12 VATER RESOURCES QOW JCE BUSH  Thank you.
13 She gets it down and wites it and types it so we 13 BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER  1'd like to make a motion
14 know what we said, or if something happens down the road 14 that Rch serve as chairman of this board
15 where vie got confused. VeIl wait a mnute, who said what, 15 BOARD MEVBER LARRY BRURSEMA  I'11 support that.
16 what property owner was it? It's so nice to go back and read 16 BOARD MEMBER R CH VANDER KLQK: Mot on has been
17 it word for word. V¢ might missit, so she'll captureit for 17 nade that Rch serve as chairman, and it was seconded by
18 us. So Margieis here. 18 Llarry
19 So when you give public testinony, nake sure you 19 Al those in favor, say aye
20 state your nane, address, speak loudly, I'll put the mc back 20 BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER  Aye.
21 up here. Don't be afraid because basically this is for that 21 BOARD MEMBER R CH VANDER KLXK:  Aye.
22 Dboard's information on naking a decision today. 22 BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRURSEMA  Aye.
23 And then ny staff, you might have net Josiah, ny 23 ['Il make a motion that Ken Souter be the
24 chief deputy when you walked into signin, and then Sara, 24 secretary
25 she's ny secretary. So | have two staff with ne today. 25 BOARD CHA R R CH VANDER KLCK:  And | wi Il second
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Page 10 Page 12
1 that notion. 1 found. And then nost inportantly after that we'll talk about
2 Mtion is made that Ken Souter serve as secretary, 2 vhat happens next and open it up to comments fromthe public
3 seconded by R ch. 3 here to voice either your concerns either pro or con against
4 Al those in favor, say aye. 4 the potential drain project.
5 BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER  Aye. 5 S as Joe al luded to, his office received a
6 BOARD CHA R R CH VANDER LXK Aye. 6 petition fromAlendal e Township for naintenance or
7 BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRURSEMA  Aye. 7 inprovenents to the Sevey Drain. The Mchigan Drain Code
8 BOARD CHA R R CH VANDER KLCK: And that is carried. 8 nmandates that as part of the process a drain commssioner, in
9 (e of the things that we nowneed to dois rules 9 this case the Viéter Resources Commssioner, holds this Board
10 of public conent. And we will have opportunity for you to 10 of Determnation. The Board of Determnation is going to
11 nake public comment as you desire, a three-minute time limt. 11 hear testinony fromeverybody here today, and then determne
12 Al we ask is that you give us your nane and your address, 12 whether the project is necessary based on public health,
13 and then make your conment. 13 welfare or convenience.
14 And so I'Il nake a motion that we have public 14 | apologize, thismapis alittlebit blurry, but
15 comment, not no exceed three minutes per person. 15 the Sevey Drainis a tributary to the Little Bass Creek
16 I's there support? 16 drain. The downstreamterninus i s just west of 78th Street.
17 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  1'I1 support that. 17 Sothisis 78th Sreet right here, just to give everybody an
18 BOARD HAR R CH VANDER KLOK And it' s supported. 18 orientation.
19 Mtion made by Rch, supported by Ken, that we have 19 You have Lake Mchigan Drive, or M45 at the north,
20 public comment, three-mnute time lint for those who woul d 20 and you have Pierce Street on the south.
21 like to speak. 21 So the Sevey starts just west, the downstream end
22 Vi¢' ve already tal ked about the role and function of 22 isjust west of 78th Sreet and the confluence with the
23 the board, Joe explained that very thoroughly. And alsoin 23 Little Bass Qeek drain. And it continues upstreamfor about
24 terns of the history. 24 three niles, across 68th Sreet, across 64th Sreet to just
25 And so our next itemis engineer report, and Dan 25 shy of -- the legal terminus of the drain stops just west of
Page 11 Page 13
1 Fredricks is going to give us that. 1 60th.
2 And you can see it up on the screen. And so don't 2 And then at 60th it actually goes into about a
3 take offense if we turn our backs on you because we're going 3 48-inch stormsewer, and it parallels -- and then that goes
4 tolook at it too. 4 north along 60th Street.
5 ENG NEER DAN FREDRCKS. Al right. Vel thank you 5 And then to the east of 60th you have sone
6 everybody for being here. 6 devel opnents that have happened in the last 30 years or so,
7 Again ny nane is Dan Fredricks with Land and 7 such as the Wodcrest Estates Drain, which was established
8 Resource Engineering. |'malso joined by Megan Connelly. 8 through the process of the Drain Code known as Section 433,
9 Mgan is another one of our engineers that did alot of the 9 where they do a devel opnent and then they construct a drain
10 field work. 10 and then turn it over to the drain comm ssioner to maintain.
1 As Joe alluded to we kind of went out and did a 1 There has been sore flooding i ssues up in these
12 very prelimnary wal k-through of the drain, net with a couple 12 areas that we'll talk about as well.
13 of property owners that were having drain issues, and gave a 13 But, yeah, in general here, you know this area
14 very prelimnary report here. 14 historically was agricultural. Everybody knows there is a
15 V¢ haven't gone into scope of the project or design 15 lot of devel opnent going on here. Sointhe last 30, 50
16 analysis or anything like that. 1t's kind of just really 16  years there has been sone pretty significant changes within
17 some phot ogr aphs and sone visual evi dence of sone potential 17 the land use and the watershed.
18 drainissues that we found out in the field. 18 This is another map. This blue area right here --
19 So the overview of the presentation |'mgoing to 19 let me go to one thing, sorry, | forgot one thing.
20 give, we're going to talk about, building on what Joe said 20 So thisis anap of the drainage district. The
21 why we're here today, I'Il give a brief overviewof the drain 21 drainage district basically is the watershed associated wth
22 and the associ ated watershed or drainage district wth that. 22 the drain. This dashed |ike you can see her that kind of
23 Vé'Il gointo the history of the drain, some of the 23 goes around the perineter of the area right here, that is
24 vork that's been done throughout tine. And then we'll go 24 that drainage district boundary, that watershed line. That
25 into the drainage issues that we have here that we have 25 rmeans that if adrop of water falls up here by M45, it's
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Page 14 Page 16
1 going to make its way down to the Sevey Drain. The Sevey 1 And then as | stated before, that Wwodcrest Estates
2 Drainbeing this line that kind of goes right through the 2 Drain was established back in 1998.
3 mdd e there. 3 So as we've tal ked about before, the drain -- the
4 S0 as of 1982, again, they had |ooked at how has 4 Board of Determinationis going to look at this and deternine
5 the land use changed, what properties were draining into it 5 if the petition is necessary based on public health, welfare,
6 nore or not. That would be if this petition was found 6  conveni ence.
7 necessary, that woul d be sonething we'd dois to make sure 7 Sone of the drainage i ssues that we saw out there
8 that this mapis accurate and that the people are being 8 is, one inthelast 30 to 50 years there has been a pretty
9 assessed who are actual Iy contributing to the watershed. 9 significant change in the |andscape going fromagricul tural
10 But as of the 1982 nap there was about 970 acres 10 to nowresidential, subdivisions and devel opnents.
11 nmore or less in the drainage district. 1 The good news is that generally when you go froma
12 This is another map, it's a nore recent map. It's 12 nore agricultural or undevel oped to a nore devel oped, highly
13 the map that you guys have here. You picked it upin front. 13 inpervious urban state, you generally get nore runoff because
14 Wiich has al | the nodern devel opments on the nap with that 14 that vater can't infiltrate in the ground. The devel opment
15 ol d 1982 drainage district boundary. 15 standards in Qtawa County, thankfully, have been pretty good
16 So everything in blue on this, that is for the 16  over the last fewyears. Alot of those devel opnents will
17 historic district, lands that are in the drainage district in 17 have detention basins associated wth themto try to curb
18 the watershed. V¢ would reviewthat if a petition was 18 some of that adverse effect that we get by having that
19 determned necessary. Some lands mght get added, sone |ands 19 increased urbanization and inpervious surfaces.
20 night get removed. V¢ have a ot nore highly detailed 20 But again, as the watershed changes, culverts mght
21 contour naps that we can use now days so we can really refine 21 be undersized, they mght not be hig enough to handl e the
22 vhat that watershed boundary is based on the technol ogy. 22 amount of stormwater, so that's something that woul d have to
23 So that's sonething we would look at if a petition 23 Dbe looked at in further analysis.
24 was deternined necessary. 24 V¢ investigated the detention basin and there are a
25 A couple other points we'll talk about throughout 25 few mai ntenance i ssues that coul d be conducted as a part of
Page 15 Page 17
1 this process is in 1991 they constructed the Sevey Detention 1 theproject if it was determned necessary.
2 Basin here near the outlet near just east of 78th Street. 2 In general, within the drain, we noticed that there
3 That was done as part of a Chapter 20 petition which means 3 are areas of sediment buildup in the drain, whereif the
4 that the cost of maintaining that are going to be assessed to 4 channel fills up with sedinent, it's not going to have the
5 basically the nunicipalities, and not necessarily the 5 capacity it needs to convey those flows and creates |ocalized
6 property owners within the district thensel ves. 6 flooding.
7 And then the other area we're going to talk about 7 Sane thing, we sawa lot of excessive vegetation
8 is this Wodcrest Estates Drain which was established back in 8 grownginthe debris. If you get alot of -- or growng --
9 1998 Soit'swthinthe watershed, but it is-- but there 9 alot of vegetation growing inthe drain. If you get alot
10 is a gap basically between where the Sevey Drain starts and 10 of vegetation growing, that will block and inpede flow
11 where the Wodcrest Estates Drain stops, and that's sonething 11 through the drain as well and could create potential flooding
12 we'd look at as to how connect that into one water course, if 12 issues.
13 the petition were to go forward. 13 Another itemwe saw were obstructions in the
14 S the original drain was established back in 1836, 14 drains. There could be -- we found a coupl e of abandoned
15 soit's been around for alnost 150 years al nost now There 15 culverts, sone nannade pallets thrown out in there, log jans,
16 were clean-outs. There were petitioned projects and 16 things of that nature that again can backup the water and
17 associated clean-outs in 1954 and in 1982. There wes this 17 create |l ocal i zed fl ooding.
18 Chapter 20 petition that | talked about there in '91 where 18 And then within the Wodcrest Estates Drain itself
19 they constructed that detention basin just east of 8th. 19 there on the upstreamend, east of 60th, there were a lot of
20 Since then there has been some branches that have 20 conplaints about backyard flooding, nuisance flooding,
21 been added and some cul verts that have been replaced by the 21 ponding of water, creating breeding grounds for nosquitoes
22 road commission and other devel opnents in there along the 22 that spread disease, concerns of that nature.
23 drain. And there has been general maintenance done, but no 23 Vé'Il gointoalittle more detail and try to show
24 extensive petition process since -- really along the main 24 you what we seen fromour investigation.
25 drainitself since the '80s. 25 This is really hard to see, | apol ogize, but we
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Page 18

Page 20

1 have a map from1999 on the left and 2021 on the right. And 1 just jets out and creates sone erosion issues as it does

2 | guess really what | wanted to highlight here is you have 2 that, sothat's ahit of an area of concern

3 M45on this north side, you have Pierce on the south. 3 This is the outlet structure, control structure

4 And real |y between this area of 78th and 68th 4 fromthe detention pond that woul d then go across this box

5 Sreet right here, really closer to 78th Sreet, that area 5 culvert that goes under 78th

6 has developed a lot within the last 30 years. 6 There vas sone undermining of the concrete

7 The good thing to note, like | talked about before, 7 spillway. Again, just some mnor structural issues kind of

8 isthat nost of these subdivisions, |'d say all of them have 8 associated with that. And then sone of the smaller rip wap

9 sone |evel of detention. 9 by the culvert was getting pushed around. But these are

10 S0 again, that's going to kind of help to attenuate 10 pretty mninal areas here. Just sone kind of minor

11 some of those peak flows and not put so much burden on the 11 maintenance issues there

12 channel itself to have to convey all of that additional 12 As ve vent further upstreamit's kind of hard to

13 runoff fromthe nore inpervious surfaces. 13 see in these photographs here but there is sone areas of bank

14 And then al so east of 60th in this photo right 14 erosion, kind of up near the pond area.

15 here, the Wodcrest Estates devel opnent was just being 15 And then as we get closer to, thisis 68th right

16 constructed in 1999. You can see the road, no houses have 16 here, again the channel itself, thisis just one exanple

17 been built at that tine. 17 where you have really a lot of aquatic vegetation in here

18 So obviously there has been sone |and use changes. 18 kind of choking up the channel. And you have a little bit of

19 That's probably sonething that's going to continue in the 19 it looks like a little bank erosion kind of going on there

20 future. And as the land use changes we have to | ook at, does 20 And as we get closer to the upstreamternnus

21 the drain have the capacity that we need to convey the flow 21 closer to 60th, you'll see sone sedinent deposits here within

22 that's being supplied to it wthout creating flooding. 22 the drain channel itself, indicating that there could be some

23 Then going to -- this is the starting of the 23 sediment buildup in the drain that should be removed

24 downstreamend so 78th Sreet on the left here. Sane thing. 24 Costructions in the drain, again here we're

25  You have a photograph on the left of the aerial photo of the 25 Dbasically between 78th and 60th, here in the wooded area,
Page 19 Page 21

1 detention basin from2021. And then the right is 1 it'skind of hard to see again, but these are basically some

2 construction draw ngs from 1991, 2 logjans in the channel itself.

3 A couple things to note is that this is Véterpoint 3 As we get closer to 64th here, you can see just the

4 Driveright here. Thisis aculvert that cones under that 4 amount -- there is really no type of riparian buffer or

5 into the detention basin. It's kind of hard to see right 5 anything like that against the drainitself. Inthe drain

6 here, but thereis alittle hit of sediment deposition coning 6 it'sjust this one huge kind of vegetative mess. So, again,

7 infromthat culvert area there. And then the main Sevey 7 that can restrict the flowthrough the drain

8 Drainisflownginfromhere and there is, again, sone 8 Exanpl e, like sone trash pallets thrown in the

9 sedinent deposition in through that area as well. 9 drain, nore aquatic vegetation, nore woody debris here. And

10 These are sone phot ographs of the pond itself. 10 this, | believe is an abandoned cul vert

11 Thereis -- here are some areas where you can See We are 1 Do you know, Megan?

12 starting to get sone sediment deposition in those areas. And 12 ENG NEER MEGAN CONNELLY:  Ves.

13 then there is a substantial amount of aquatic vegetative 13 ENG NEER DAN FREDR XS An abandoned cul vert

14 growh growng wthin the pond itself. 14 that's sticking out that's not serving any function, just

15 Wi ch again the drain comm ssioner is going to be 15 obstructing flow

16 nore focused on conveying water versus water quality. But 16 Then one of the original conplaints that the drain

17 kind of throughout this whole drain, it nakes sense with the 17 office received was fromproperty owers wthin the Wodcrest

18 agricultural and residential areas and |ack of buffers that 18 Estates Drain. Sothat's a separate drain fromSevey, but as

19 thereis a high nutrient |oading going into the drain which 19 we said before, the Sevey stops just west of 60th, and this

20 kind of propagates the anount of vegetation that's grow ng. 20 drain picks up just east of 60th.

21 As ve get up into the drain channel itself alittle 21 And as part of this project potentially we coul d

22 bit of vegetation that can inpede flow through the drain. 22 conbine and extend the Sevey and have that go all the way up

23 This is the culvert that's coming fromthe Sevey 23 to the Wodcrest Estates

24 Draininto the detention basin. According to the property 24 So in 1988 the devel oper signed this 433 agreenent

25 owner, it appears to be potentially undersized and it really 25 with the drain commssioner to say, we're going to build this
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1 infrastructure, stormwater, and you're going to take over. 1 and see what we coul d do for Wodcrest Estates, so | figured

2 So within the devel opnent there is storm sewer. 2 |'dshare that as well.

3 Sorm-- thereis also a snall detention basin right here 3 So that's kind of what we've seen so far in the

4 vhere I"'mpointing to, kind of in the southern central end of 4 field. Again, wereally want to hear frompublic testimony

5 the property. 5 and hear sone of your concerns.

6 There is a large wetland conpl ex that al so does 6 But the next move right here is going to be open to

7 have sone drainage conveyance, kind of between the backyards 7 public testinony, and then ultinately the Board of

8 of the houses. 8 Determination is going to nake a decision on whether a

9 This hatched area right here, that's all easenent 9 project is necessary or not.

10 area. It was identified as a wetland easement at that tine. 10 If it"s not determined necessary, then no petition

1 And then there is a drainage easenent that woul d 11 on the Sevey Drain can be heard again for at |east another

12 basically connect to the 60th Avenue stormsever at the 12 year.

13 downstreamend right here (indicating). 13 If it is determned necessary, then we go through,

14 And then once it gets to 60th, it goes into a 14 go out there and conplete the engineering design. V¢ do

15  48-inch pipe which goes south of 60th and then east to the -- 15 additional survey along the Sevey Drain. Potentially if

16 west | should say. 16 we're kind of filling in the gap between the Sevey and

17 But property owners were conpl aining about pondi ng 17 \Modcrest Estates, we may have to go out there and obtain

18 water, flooded backyards. These vere sone of the exanpl es. 18 some easenents. Potentially we may have to apply for pernts

19 This was actual Iy last spring when we were out 19 fromthe state of Mchigan to do sone of this work here.

20 there. So almost a year ago when we first |ooked at this. 20 And then ultinately once we have a design project

21 This is kind of that wetland conplex area that 21 together, we'll put together construction draw ngs and

22 we're talking about, kind of water there. And these are a 22 specifications and bid it to qualified contractors. And then

23 couple properties within that drainage area, flooded 23 the lowest qualified contractor is generally awarded the

24 hackyards, nuisance flooding, and ponding of water. 24 project.

25 V¢ did go out here and we did a survey, basically 25 At that point then the drain commssioner knows
Page 23 Page 25

1 from60th Avenue up through the Wodcrest Estates through the 1 wvhat the total project cost is going to be and can assess

2 drainage outlets, and then going up kind of along this 2 that out.

3 natural swale through the wetland conplex area. 3 The assessnent will go to, there will be MXT

4 Wat we did noticeis | think the existing 4 because there is M45, they wll pay a portion of it.

5 detention basinis right around this area here. But if you 5 Alendale will pay a portionof it. The county-at-large is

6 look at, thisis aprofile of the survey ve took. So this 6 going to pay a portion of it. And then the remainder is

7 profile starts at -- this right here is the big 48-inch 7 going to be spread amongst those 970 acres, plus or mnus,

8 culvert that's going south from60th Sreet. And then there 8 and the individual s that live within there.

9 isalittle 24-inch stub out that collects the vater from 9 S0 once we know the cost and they put together the

10 that woul d be fromVodcrest Estates. 10 assessment roll, then there would be a day of review and that

1 And this is the channel bottom So you have the 11 woul d give everybody the opportunity to | ook at what their

12 top of the banks here and the channel bottomright here. And 12 potential assessnent is and voice any concerns at that tine.

13 you'll noticeit's pretty mich dead flat, and then actually 13 And once we get through that process, then we

14 the channel bottomraises several feet right about in this 14 physically construct the job.

15 area 15 So with that | appreciate everybody's time and |'m

16 So alot of these homes are conplaining about 16  happy to answer any questions that the board may have.

17 inadequate drainage and there is definitely a significant 17 BOARD CHA R R CH VANDER KLCK: (kay.  Thanks, Dan.

18 sediment upper barrier that creates -- that doesn't allow for 18 | just wonder if Ken or Larry have any conments or

19 the proper flow of drainage between these houses. 19 questions for Dan.

20 And that's sonething else to look at toois just 20 You night want to hang onto that in case they do.

21 howhigh this culvert is set, and the inlet fromthis area 21 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER  |'ma little confused.

22 could probably be lowered a little bit so we could probably 22 I'n looking at your draw ngs very quickly, your

23 get alittle bit better gradient through that area. 23 drawings go through the little lake there. It's kind of hard

24 V¢ did do sone -- that was the level of field work, 24 tosplit alakeinhalf and not be in a drainage district or

25 wedidthat last year even before we had the petition to | ook 25 out of a drainage district.
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1 ENG NEER DAN FREDR KS. So that's a great point. 1 So you may want to cone to the microphone in order
2 MNowthis drainage district has not been updated since 1882. 2 that we nay hear you
3 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  (kay. 3 So if you'd like public comment -- and I"'mgoing to
4 ENG NEER DAN FREDR (KS. And those devel opnents are 4 start inthe front rowhere and ask if you want to make
5 alot newer than that, so that's one of the things that woul d 5 public comment, and then I"Il just go down each row
6 have to happen as part of this. 6 And if you'd like to, please feel free to come
7 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER It isn't only the 7 forvard.
8 upstreamend here that isn't inthe drain district, but sone 8 The gentlenan here, do you have a public conment
9 of the areas up here? 9 sir?
10 ENG NEER DAN FREDR (KS. Yeah. Actual ly even the 10 If you'd give us your nane and your address.
11 Wodcrest right now the upstreamareas, a lot of that 1 M RYAN RANGR Sure, ny nane is Ryan Ranger. M
12 \Modcrest Estates is actually (inaudible) the historic 12 address is 10703 Wnnie Lane. |'min one of the newer
13 district. 13 subdivisions, Hdden Shores Vst which is on 78th Street.
14 But you make a great point right there that that 14 And there is miltiple houses that have drainage
15 mapis not accurate, and will have to be updated prior to 15 issues so | just wanted to state that comment
16  doing the assessnent. 16 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER S0 you're at the very
17 BOARD CHAIR R CH VANDER KLCK:  Larry, do you have 17 end alnost to where it outlets into Little Bass?
18 any? 18 M RYAN RANER (Qorrect.
19 BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRURSEMX  No, I'Il wait for 19 BOARD CHAR R CH VANDER KLCK:  Can you be a hit
20 the public comments. 20 nore specific in terns of when you said "mltiple drainage
21 BOARD CHA R R CH VANDER KLCK:  Ckay.  Jerry, do you 21 issues," can you be a bit nore specific as to what those
22 have anything that you'd like to share? 22 issues might be?
23 Jerry is fromthe Gtawa Gounty Road Conmi ssion. 23 M RYAN RANGER Sure. M backyard and ot her
24 ROAD OOMM SSI N JERRY .MM My only comment i S 24 neighbor's backyards on Wnnie Lane have just general
25 the gap -- as far as our road drainage goes, |'mnot avare of 25 drainage issues
Page 27 Page 29
1 any issues that the road commission has. 1 BOARD CHAIR R CH VANDER KLCK Standi ng vat er?
2 But it"s been brought to our attention that there 2 M RYAN RANGR  Standing water, yes, along the
3 s agap between the upper end of the Sevey and the, for 3 back of the property lines
4 exanple, Wodcrest Estates. 4 BOARD CHAIR R (H VANDER KLCK:  Thank you, Ryan.
5 S0 | looked up the plans for the 60th Avenue storm 5 | think what we're going to do for public coment,
6 sewer. That was installed in the early '90s as part of a -- 6 Joe, would you be willing to take the mic to the peopl e so
7 incooperation with Allendal e Township when they installed 7 that they don't have to cone down?
8 sanitary sewer intheroad as well. So | was kind of 8 So I'mgoing to go right over here, these two
9 surprised that that wasn't already part of the Sevey. 9 gentlenen, if you have a coment
10 But the road commission would be in favor of 10 dve us your name and your address, please
11 extending the Sevey Drain to include that stormsewer under 1 M PHL FASTRM M nane is Phil Falstrom |
12 60th, soit's under the Véter Resources Commissioner's 12 live at 7712 Sepping Sone Drive. And we're on the Sevey
13 control. 13 Detention Basin there. |'ve been around that basin probably
14 BOARD CHAIR R (H VANDER KLCK: Ckay, thank you, 14 20 years.
15 Jerry. 15 |'ve noticed since the new construction of the
16 I's there a representative fromA | endal e Township 16  school, the subdivision behind us, | don't knowif it is silt
17 here that has any comments or wants to speak to this at this 17 fenced properly or what, but we're getting a lot of sand that
18 tine? 18 goes down that drain, the Sevey Drain, and just fills in that
19 | see no one fromthe township here to speak to it, 19 pond. Soit'sreal shallow
20 unless, did | mss someone? No. It doesn't ook as if there 20 So whenever it rains even a little hit, we're up at
21 is. 21 least six inches of water.
22 So then we'll go to our public testinony tine. 22 BOARD CHAIR R (H VANDER KLCK: Ckay, thank you
23 If you woul d like to make comment, please feel free 23 M MRSHALL CHASE:  Marshal | Chase, 7754 S epping
24 todoso. V¢ ask that you stand and give your nane and your 24 Sone Drive
25 address and we will have a microphone for you avail abl e. 25 Wiere the Sevey hasinis, | own the mgjority of
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1 that property. 1 And in June when ve had the heavy rain, | had water

2 Can you bring that picture back up where you showed 2 inthere up to ny knees that | walked through, in ny

3 the house? Right there. 3 backyard

4 Now that island that's in there, if you look on the 4 BOARD CHAIR R (H VANDER KLCK:  Excuse ne, John,

5 other side, the island was not constructed to be put in 5 what subdivision do you live in again? Your address is what?

6 there. Wit they did when they were digging on the south 6 M DONALD BOERNGA 7041 Sunset Drive. Right

7 side, they hit sand, but when they hit clay they started 7 across the street.

8 pilingit up there and we lost sone of our pond. 8 BOARD CHAR R CH VANDER KK (kay, thank you.

9 That little tip that's sticking out of the one end 9 M KEMNCROE M nane is Kevin Gowve. | live

10 there, to the north, that's not supposed to be there. Same 10 at 10411 68th Avenue.

11 thing, clay. 1 | guess ny concern is who pays for this? Are you

12 Now vie' ve been getting a lot of sand coming down 12 talking about the commssion pays for it, the road

13 through there for the last years, |'ve talked to Joe about 13 commission, MOr?

14 it. The pond is doing what it's supposed to do, it holds the 14 You tal ked about all 970 acres -- the last tine

15 water. It has a control systemto let it back down Little 15 canme to one of these neetings was when you guys were

16 Bass Qreek. But we're getting so much sedinent in there that 16  determining whether or not the stormdrains in the

17 it's starting to fill the whole pond in. 17 subdi vi si on behind ny house, Meadowbrook and what ever the

18 Now to the drain comng out of the Hdden Shores 18 other oneis.

19 Lake to the east, where he showed that to you, that drain vas 19 And | don't knowif the commissioner msspoke to ne

20 only supposed to be used for |ake water of Hdden Shores into 20 then because | asked specifically after the neeting that if

21 our pond. Soit kept the water flow going, kept the pond 21 he didn't hookup to these drains, woul d you have to pay for

22 filled up. 2 it.

23 Then the devel oper turned around and he started 23 | was told no.

24 putting backyard drains in there, then hooked the church on 24 Véll that wasn't true. | was assessed, | don't

25 toit. That'sjust tothe north of that little island there. 25  know 4000 bucks and change, that was put on ny taxes. So
Page 31 Page 33

1 Sowe got abunch of stuff coming in there that we shoul dn't 1 I'mjust real curious why you want to hookup these two

2 have. 2 drains? Wy can't Wodcrest take care of their own stuff and

3 Before we think about adding anything toit, we 3 pay for it? Wy do we have to pay for their drainage

4 should fix what we got, before you even think about bringing 4 probl ens?

5 nore water. That's already destroying and eroding all the 5 | understand |ike Marshall was talking about, the

6 banks there. 6 stuff that's within the drains, let's fix the stuff that's

7 V¢ |ost probably eight feet around our |ake already 7 going on. They vere talking about the stuff by the schools,

8 that has caved back in. |'ve lost trees. And when that 8 sounds like there is enough problemwith the drainage system

9 water cones through that, like the young nan said, it's vay 9 that's going on now without hooking somebody el se up to it

10 undersized. It causes, on the west end, it causes a circul ar 10 and making us pay for it

11 nmotion, and that wll go on for days until that drain enpties 1 Thank you.

12 itself out. 12 BOARD CHAR R CH VANDER KLXK:  Thank you.

13 Before we go on any further, let's fix that where 13 M. JUIE DeVRES Julie DeVries, 10848 60th

14 it stops at before we add toit. 14 Avenue

15 BOARD CHAR R CH VANDER KLCK: kay, thank you. 15 | amright on the corner of 60th and Lynn Drive,

16 And then let's just go down the next row 16 which is (inaudible) the very new devel opment, for you peopl e

17 M DONALD BERNA My nanme is Don Boeringa. | 17 on the board that aren't fromAlendale, all those homes in

18 live at 7041 Sunset Drive. And | have what Alendal e and 18 there are no ol der than two years old. So they just kind of

19 QGtawa County drain commission consider an orphan sewer. 19  extended that street

20 But every time it rains, | have sone pictures of a 20 And it used to be, you know acres of woods back

21 severe storm but any tine it rains, we end up wth standing 21 there, hundreds of trees. And so when you take all those

22 water in our backyards and it runs through. And actually 22 trees out of there with all those roots, | still think that

23 thereis a grade problemwith it because it's higher in the 23 that's got to be challenging to drain things properly and

24 center and it"s supposed to drain through. But alot of 24 then put the roads in.

25 times | have standing water. 25 And sonebody said that in that area that they were
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1 having alittle bit of trouble, and what | noticed is the 1 But that's the only way we can assess is basically
2 drains are so very plugged, nainly wth leaves, debris and a 2 on benefit and contribution.
3 lot of sand due to the fact that it's a new housing 3 And the answer to your question, it would be we do
4 devel opnent. 4 the soil erosion, and in ny departnent we have a soil erosion
5 The question | have is who is supposed to keep 5 agent and inspector that goes out everyday and inspects them
6 those sewer drains clean, who is responsible for that? Isit 6 But again, a drain has a beginning and an end
7 the road conmission or, you know who cleans those? Because 7 sonetine they're inthe street. Again, this gentlenman
8 they were so badly plugged for a while there when ve had rain 8 brought up an orphan
9 it's no wonder so many of the roads and so many places were, 9 There is a lot of orphans in Alendal e Township and
10 you know filling up with water in that area, because it 10 through the county that | don't have legal jurisdiction over
11 couldn't continue to get down into the sever where it was 11 that | can't touch without an easement and a legal right to
12 supposed to so it was kind of on top on the roads. 12 be on people's property and have a route and course
13 So | nean that's sonething | think that they have 13 S0 it depends whether the road conmission has
14 to think of too to try to inprove on that. 14 jurisdiction or nyself and ny departnent
15 Thank you. 15 But | do know construction sites get ugly for
16 BOARD CHAIR R CH VANDER KLCK kay, t hanks. 16 avwhile. The silt sacks get full and then we inspect those.
17 Joe, do you want to speak to that in terns of -- 17 And then we nmake the contractor go out and either put new
18 M. JUIE DeVRES: Yeah, like whois responsible 18 silt sacks inin the catch basin, or if they don't put new
19 toclean that? 19 ones in, they have to cleans the ones that are there, nake
20 VWATER RESOURCES OO JCE BUSH  Yeah, it gets kind 20 sure the roads aren't plugged up.
21 of conplicated when you get a new construction site. 21 The rain events |ately have been pretty intense in
22 Usual |y there is silt sacks in the streets that are 22 the past two years, actually three years, that are different
23 left there until there is vegetation for all the new homes 23 than what we nornal |y see. So these roads wll flood for
24 and yards. Sonetimes that's inthe front, sonetines it'sin 24 quite along tine until the water recedes in the roads and
25 the street -- | nean the backyards, in the street. Sonetinmes 25 drains.

Page 35 Page 37
1 it's the road conmssion. 1 BOARD CHAIR R CH VANDER KLCK:  Ckay, thanks, Joe.
2 A county drain, everybody thinks every drainis a 2 The next row?
3 county drain. Acounty drainis alegal body that has a 3 MR JASIN HALTHXR:  Jason Hol thof, 10554 60th
4 watershed as a beginning and it has an end. 4 Avenue
5 This gentlenan nade a good point, well if you're 5 I"'mfromthe other end of the spectrum east, near
6 going totap into other subdivisions upstream why are we all 6 Wodcrest Estates. Some of the pictures were actually ny
7 paying for it. The only way | can, per Drain Code per state 7 backyard that were flooded out there
8 lawis assess based on contribution and benefit. If you 8 ['mpretty much the one that has done al | that
9 contribute to the project or if you benefit fromthe project, 9 maintenance in the drain for probably the last 20 years plus
10 | can -- ny departnent can assess for it. 10 | represent kind of a (inaudible) trust where the
1 | don't know the scenario of what happened back 11 drainage that cane in, grandpa has since passed, but that
12 then. | think that was probably before ny tine. 12 ditch has been there way before he was a young child. That
13 M KEVMN CRO/E  You were the one that told ne. 13 doesn't show on the map here
14 VATER RESOURCES OO JCE BUSH | don't quite 14 I've talked (inaudible) with Sara last sumer, |
15 remenber that, but it would be in the mnutes. 15 believe it was, because it showed that the drain stopped just
16 Yeah, the only way | can assess is basically if you 16 west of 60th. As far as grandpa told ne, it had been gone
17 contribute or benefit. Cbviously there was sonething done 17 through there his entire life. The ditch cones around and
18 that you contributed from-- 18 goes to the back of Wodcrest Estates, and stops right at
19 M KEMN CROE | have a question on that -- 19 their north property line
20 BOARD CHAIR R (H VANDER KLCK:  Excuse ne. 20 That retention pond that is on the back side of
21 Joe, do you vant to finish? And then we'll 21 that Wodcrest Estates, since that -- since that went in
22 continue on, please. 22 thereit has -- we've had a lot of flooding issues
23 WATER RESOURCES OO JCE BUSH  1'11 finish. 23 It was bad a little hit to begin with because it is
24 So I'mnot sure of that scenario, that mght be for 24 awetland, but that retention pond is pretty much part of the
25 alater tine 25 wetland which is backing up into our yard as well
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1 I"ve had i ssues with the drain that goes under 60th 1 property, they shoul d be the ones that maintain that.
2 right there. 1've cleaned it out nyself many tines from 2 A'so, usually every spring with the runoffs of rain
3 bricks and concrete. V¢'ve had -- Allendal e Township pul | ed 3 and snow, we have woods behind us, half of our property is
4 atree out of there, a giant tree that was backed up -- 4 woods.
5 probably 15, 18 years ago because it backed up so bad. 5 [t gets rain, snowrunoff, and as | said to ny
6 A'so one day the waters were supposed to be 6 hushand, after we moved in 22 years ago, Wodcrest vas just
7 receding and | went in there because the waters vere suddenly 7 beginning, | saidtohimone norning, 1ook, we have |akefront
8 flooding our backyards. And sone kids fromthe devel opnent 8 property, because the water had been so far up into our yard
9 had plugged it, and it was comng back. This is days and 9 that we had ducks floating around back there, which is fine,
10 days after a hard rain. Sojust tons of water in our 10 | guess.
11 backyard. 1 But the mosquitoes are horrible. And e end up
12 V' ve got ducks coning in here all the tine 12 wvith, we've lost trees that have died because with the water
13 swirming in our backyard with so much water. 13 for weeks on end, that have just ruined the root systemand
14 | goinwith ny chainsawand clear out the 14 that.
15 drainage, it's pretty much chuck full of trees, |eaves and 15 And, you know, our children are now full grown but
16  what not. 16  when ve had grandchildren, they couldn't even go out back
17 And then where it goes under 60th, |'ve renoved 17 because the nosquitos were so bad. And it continues with the
18 tons of concrete, asphalt. | don't knowwhere it's coning 18 rain.
19 from but I've taken alot out of there. And |'msure a lot 19 This is the first spring that we did not have water
20 of it has gone in the drain systemthat i s under 60th right 20 back there because we didn't get the monsoon. But when we
21 now It's full of who knows what's in there. It's getting 21 did get thema few weeks ago, now we have the nosquitos as
22 worse and worse as we go on here. 22 |'msure nany of you have.
23 | think part of that drain, a piece of it right 23 This gentlenan down here lives on Sunset and we had
24 there fromthat devel opment, but also that ditch doesn't even 24 spoken out in the outer area and he said he can't let his
25 show even with the nap that he showed, it kind of hooks up 25 grand-kids go out because the nosquitos are so bad. So it
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1 going to the northeast into Wodcrest, the ditch. Thereis a 1 has been an ongoi ng probl emfor years and that.
2 ditch that's been there forever fromwhat grandpa had said, 2 Vidyne Visser (ph) is the one that was originally on
3 that cones all the way through there and that is plugged 3 the property who owned our property and that, and it's just
4 right shut, which pretty much backs up all our properties. 4 ongoing.
5 So excessive amounts of water in there for weeks on 5 And vhat | ama little bit disappointed with with
6 end, not just a couple days and out, it's weeks on end. 6 the township is why this meeting was not held in the evening.
7 SoI'djust -- like | said, the pictures vere part 7 M husband wanted to attend but he works full time. And |
8 of ny backyard, and this is going back fromnany, many, nany 8 think we woul d have had more of a turnout if this had been in
9 years that that ditch has been there. |'mnot sure vhy it 9 the evening and that.
10 doesn't even show on there, but it has been there for a long 10 S0 | had no idea that this drain went all the vay
11 tine 11 to 78th Sreet. | thought it was just in our neighborhood.
12 BOARD CHA R R CH VANDER KLCK (kay.  Thank you, 12 So | just really hope that sonething gets done. |
13 Jason. 13 think if it does, it's going to take a long process wth so
14 MB. CHERYL ADAVE:  |'mCheryl Adans, 10564 60t h, 14 nmany different agencies invol ved.
15 and Jason has been great at maintaining this. 15 Yes, unfortunately, there will be probably sone
16 | will say one thing. That ditch that he's talking 16  expense moved onto us like any other project, and that. But
17 about does run behind people's homes in that Wodcrest 17 | hope a mninal cost, and then | hope there are grants and
18 Estates. | feel those people should be the ones responsi bl e 18 that available to kind of help cut any costs.
19 to keep that clean. 19 So we're all here because there is obviously a
20 Jason and us, we live three or four houses down and 20 problemthat affects all of us, otherwise we wouldn't have
21 for him out of the goodness of his heart to go down and 21 taken our time out.
22 mintain that, because it does back up on our property. 22 BOARD CHAIR R (H VANDER KLCK:  Thank you, Cheryl.
23 And one of the houses that butts up toit is a 23 The next row?
24 rental property, it has four famlies livinginit. But 24 The next row?
25 again those people in Wodcrest, it's on the back of their 25 M. NANCY GODEN My nane is Nancy Gooden. | live
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1 at 10881 60th Avenue. | live just west apparently of this 1 commssioner's office, and ny understanding is he went out
2 yellowarea that includes the drainage area. 2 and looked at this area and he thought that something coul d
3 So being just across the street fromit but 3 bedonetocleanit out, but he was looking into easements
4 apparently not part of it, | guess ny questionis, | know 4 and engineering to see what ability he had to do that. And |
5 that there is a big devel opment proposed to go in right 5 have not heard fromhimto date.
6 behind us. So | was just wondering why we got the notice. 6 | have put in sone | andscaping behind ny house j ust
7 \Vés it because of this devel opnent coming in or is it because 7 onthe edge of the drain so we didn't have to look at all
8 we're soclose to the Wodcrest Estate area that is having 8 that back there. None of ny neighbors have done that yet but
9 trouble? 9 this may be an opportunity before that happens to clean out
10 | didagree with M. DeVries when she said that a 10 this portion of the drain to make sure that it functions
11 lot of the drains are plugged. | do alot of walking for 11 going forvard.
12 exercise. | go down 60th and | happened to see on 60th a | ot 12 Thank you for your tine.
13 of the stormdrains are plugged up with dirt and grass even 13 BOARD CHAR R CH VANDER KLCK: Thank you, Mtch.
14 growing, you know creating like sod over the drains. 14 M JONBERNS Hello. M name is John Berns.
15 And as | was walking | tried to kick it off with ny 15 And I'mfrom5947 Lynn Drive, that's Wodcrest Estates.
16 feet, but it would take a shovel it was so thick. 16 Qur neighborhood is under nassive devel oprent, as
17 So | was just wondering, you know who takes care 17 Julie DeVfies nentioned. The devel opers have the drains
18 of those drains to nake sure the runoff is able to doits 18 actually plugged with a black tarp. Sowhenit rains alot,
19 purpose. 19 we have a lot of water in the backyards and a lot of
20 But | guess that was ny nain question, if we're 20 flooding. And | know sone of ny neighbors have actually gone
21 technically outside of that drain area, are we going to be 21 out there inthe rain stormand pulled the black tarp of f
22 assessed t00? 22 that's holding the water fromflooding.
23 BOARD CHAIR R (H VANDER KLCK:  Thank you, Nancy. 23 And | think | have a question. Maybe, Joe, you can
24 M MTCHELL JCH\SON  Chai rman Bush, honor abl e 24 answer that, howdo we, as neighbors, try to control all the
25 menbers of the Board, good norning. 25 water that's comng through there? Because it's flooding all
Page 43 Page 45
1 M nane is Mtch Johnson, | live at 7773 Hawki ns 1 of our yards and eroding anay our |awns and things like that.
2 Sreet inthe Hdden Shores st subdi vision. 2 But I thinkit's nore a product of the devel opnent going on
3 M prinmary area of concernis the drain portion 3 and the fact that those drains are pl ugged.
4 that runs behind ny property on a west to east line along the 4 BOARD CHAIR R CH VANDER KLCK:  Joe, do you want to
5 north side of our properties, of all of us wholive on the 5 speak to that?
6 north side of Hawkins Street. 6 VATER RESOURCES W JCE BUSH  Yeah. This is one
7 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER | don't know where -- 7 of those things where we would reevaluate it with Dan. I'm
8 BOARD CHAIR R CH VANDER KLCK:  Where exactly in 8 assuning you're talking about the new devel opnents in the
9 relationship tolike 78th or -- 9 area
10 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  Wiere is Havki ns 10 V¢ woul d have Dan -- every devel opnent gets
11 Sreet? 11 reviewed through ny department. They all have to be required
12 M MTGHEL JCHNSON  Hawkins Street cones of f of 12 through the Gitawa Gounty devel opment standards as far as
13 78th Sreet, south of M45. 13 hundred year detention. There is a whole list of things that
14 BOARD CHAIR R CH VANDER KLOK Thank you, that's 14 wewon't gointo for this neeting, but there is standards
15  helpful. 15 that every devel opnent has to foll ow
16 M MTCGHEL JGHNSON | don't know the last tine 16 Ve will reviewthat and make sure that those are
17 this portion of the drain was cleaned out. It's very 17 done.
18 overgrown with vegetation and silt. 18 Again, the soil erosionis required by lawto have
19 Sone of ny nei ghbors have kind of thoughtlessly put 19 those black tarps, they're called silt sacks or silt vents.
20 grass into that portion of the drain, thinking it's just a 20 Andall that's required. W'Il take that back today to ny
21 ditch and not knowing that it contributes to the drainage. 21 agent and make sure that that gets |ooked at and reviewed
22 Al of our yards run downhill, across a flat and down into 22 either today or tomorrow and have the staff go out and make
23 the drain. And all of our sumps discharge into this portion 23 sure that's good.
24 of the drain. 24 Those are the two things. | knowthey're a
25 | didtakwth Chris Machiela fromthe 25 headache. Wien you have new devel opents, there i's grow ng
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1 pains because there is alot nore water, there is undisturbed 1 But ny concern is we're adding to this drainage

2 soils, there is sediment that noves into drains. 2 coning through that property, and it's already a problem ¢

3 So there is the bad side of devel opnent, you know 3 want to nake sure that that's adequately addressed to handl e

4 Wen it cones to open vegetation, it's just dirt noving. So 4 the additional flow

5 wetry to prevent anything fromgoing down the street by all 5 | can synpathize with peopl e upstreamthat have

6 the preventive measures that every devel opment is required to 6 flooding problems, and | don't think we shoul d prevent

7 do. 7 helping them But in doing so, we need to ensure the people

8 Sowe'll ook intothat, M. Chair, and put it in 8 that are downstreamaren't inheriting their problem

9 the minutes that I'll have ny staff go out, reevaluate the 9 BOARD CHAR R CH VANDER KLCK:  Sure.  Thank you,

10 neighboring devel opnents to make sure they're all -- | know 10 Jim | appreciate that.

11 they get revieved weekly, but again with the rain events 1 And the next gentleman?

12 we've had lately, you know we will go ahead and review that 12 M TERRY MEKERT: Good nmorning. M nane is

13 since you brought it up today. 13 Terry Smeckert, 7343 Wétermark Drive. It's a condonini um of

14 BOARD CHAR R CH VANDER KLXK:  Thank you. 14 properties on the south side of Hdden Lake.

15 MR JOHN BERNS:  Just one thing nore. 15 Were | live now apparently I'mnot in this drain

16 M son also lives in the subdivision. And | know a 16 district according to this map. And ny concernis if I'm

17 fewweeks ago behind their house there was water over knee 17 going to be assessed, then how does this map get redrawn

18 deep. And the neighbors went out and lifted that heavy drain 18 correctly to incorporate all the residents that would live in

19 out and then pulled that sedinent sack off of it. 19 this drainage district then? |'mobviously in a different

20 [f ny son hadn't been there, and a nei ghbor hadn't 20 drainage district, but it cuts across the | ake as you pointed

21 been there to see it, I'mnot so sure that their houses 21 out

22 wouldn't have all been flooded. 22 So how do you assess al | these people if they're

23 And so, you know, what they're using right nowis 23 not even in the drainage district?

24 not working. And we're just trying to figure out what to do 24 BOARD CHAIR R (H VANDER KLCK:  Thank you, Terry.

25 about it because we can not just watch our houses and 25 That would be a determination, obviously, that would be made
Page 47 Page 49

1 (inaudible) drains out with water two, three feet deep. 1 if this board determnes that the project should go ahead

2 BOARD CHAIR R (H VANDER KLC&K: Ckay, thank you. 2 Then | think the engineer nade the comment earlier

3 The next gent ! eman? 3 that this -- the map that we see here is not totally correct

4 M JMKELADER M nane is JimkKellander. | 4 andsoif that is the determnation, then obviously they will

5 livein Gak ViewEstates which is the devel opment directly 5 reeval uate and reassess in terns of who would be in the

6 across the street fromhere off 68th Avenue. M address is 6 drainage district, who would not be, who would be -- who

7 10745 B ackcherry Drive. 7 would then be assessed as the project woul d move forwerd

8 M concernis in looking at your map where the 8 So that would be the -- that would be the outcome

9 Sevey Drain heads west of 68th Sreet, your map is showing it 9 for youin terns of your question.

10 going directly toward the holding pond on the school 10 I's there anyone el se that has not spoken that now

11 property. 11 would like to nake a comment, who did not?

12 Inactuality that drain turns slightly north and 12 Then | nake a notion that this portion of the

13 follows the boundary line of our subdivision, then turns 13 public coment be cl osed

14 directly south down the school property and into the hol di ng 14 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER | second it.

15  pond. 15 BOARD CHAR RCH VANDER LXK Mbtion is nade by

16 M concern is that several years ago when the 16 Rch, seconded by Ken, that public comment now be cl osed

17 property was devel oped as a school and the bal|l fields vere 17 And now I'd like to ask the board to nake their

18 put in, neighbors along the south edge of our subdivision 18 comments, based on what they've heard, and so either Larry or

19 began having water problens in their basenent because the 19 Ken, if you gentlenen -- Ken, do you vant to go first?

20 topography of that ground was raised and |eveled for the ball 20 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  Yeah. | hear comments

21 fields. 21 on this, on the downstreamend, quite a few coments on the

22 M concern is ny house is only one house away from 22 downstreamend where they're catching all the water and it's

23 the people that have a problem MNow | can't speak for them 23 not getting away, it's adding up there. | see problens

24 Dbecause | don't see any of themhere today, and that took 24 there

25 place several years ago when the bal | fields were built. 25 | al'so see problens up at the Vodcrest end which
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1 would be, it nust be the piece of property that's to the east 1 ENG NEER DAN FREDR (KS. Correct .

2 of 60th. 2 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQAUTER  Qther than that, as

3 |'s that correct, Joe? 3 far as I'mconcerned, | hear problens at the upper end, |

4 WATER RESOURCES OO JCE BUSH  Yes. 4 hear problens at the lower end, and people are having

5 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  That's correct. Ckay. 5 problens in the mddl e where they want to nake sure that if

6 M biggest question is that property to the east of 6 we do clean out one area, we're not talking about just the

7 60th Avenue, that is shown as being part of the Sevey Drain, 7 upper area or the lower area, we're talking about the whole

8 right? It was handled differently -- 8 drain

9 BOARD AR R CH VANDER KLXK  I's that -- is that 9 ENG NEER DAN FREDR KSR ght.

10 right, Dan? 10 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQAUTER  And | hear enough

1 ENG NEER DAN FREDR KS. That's correct, yes. 11 problems both upper, lower and mdde that I'min favor of

12 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQAUTER ~ (Kay. 12 having it done.

13 ENGNEER DAN FREDRCKS. Soit's in the Sevey Drain 13 BOARD CHA R R CH VANDER KLCK (kay.  Thank you.

14 drainage district, yes. 14 Larry, do you have any -- probably want to get

15 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  It's al ways been 15 that --

16 there. 16 BOARD MEVBER LARRY BRURSEMA  Yeah, |'mconcer ned

17 ENG NEER DAN FREDR (KS. 11" s al ways been there. 17 about -- | think all 1've heard was it"s just one hig probl em

18 Because if you look at this map, this yellownap that you see 18 of adrainthat is not carrying the water out. Andit's a

19 there, that boundary of the drainage district, that's from 19  bhig maintenance problem is that correct?

20 1982 And the \Modcrest Estates was not devel oped until 20 ENG NEER DAN FREDR CKS. 1'd say that's a fair

21 1998. 21 assessnent

22 So it made sense that that drainage woul d actual ly 22 BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRURSEMX  (kay. So that's

23 -- because it always went in the Sevey. 23 realy all | have

24 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  It's al ways been in 24 BOARD CHAR R CH VANDER KLCK:  Ckay. VeI picking

25 the drainage district, it's just the Sevey Drain wasn't 25 up on what Ken commented on and sone of your comments, and
Page 51 Page 53

1 extended up there to it? So that weter always went that way? 1 appreciate the conment, | think it was Marshall who nade the

2 ENG NEER DAN FREDR KS. Yes.  And it goes that way 2 comment that we should fix what we have. And obviously

3 now yes. It always has. Soit'sreally alegalistic term 3 that's what we would intend, if this would go forward. That

4 because if you | ook at that heavy bl ue line on your nmaps, you 4 would be the -- that would be the inpetus for the engineer

5 can see that the Sevey Drain stops, |egally established, just 5 and the water resource commssion office, the road

6 west of 60th Avenue; but thenit turns into a 48-inch storm 6 comission, all of those entities to determne what wll be

7 sewer, which potentially the drain conmissioner woul d 7 the scope of the project.

8 takeover, and then the associated drainage easenents within 8 And all of that cannot be determned unless the

9 \Wodcrest. 9 Board of Determination sees that there is a need in order to

10 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SOUTER  So we're not real ly 10 nove forvard.

11 saying that that area needs to be taken into the drainage 1 And so | would make the notion that the proposed

12 district, it was always in the drainage district? 12 maintenance and i nprovenent of the Sevey Drain, as petitioned

13 ENG NEER DAN FREDR XS That's a great point. ¢ 13 on March 22, 2021, is necessary and conducive to the public

14 really aren't adding any additional water to the drain, it's 14 health, convenience and welfare of the public.

15 always been there. 15 And so | nake that motion

16 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  You may be addi ng 16 I's that supported?

17 water because of the devel opment, but that shouldn't have 17 BOARD MEVBER LARRY BRURSEMA: |1 support it.

18  been handl ed through -- 18 BOARD CHAIR R (H VANDER KLCK:  Made by Rich

19 ENG NEER DAN FREDR KS. Right.  And that 19 VanderK ok and supported by Larry Bruursena.

20  devel opnent is happening all throughout the drainage 20 Any further discussion on that notion?

21 district. There i s devel opments going on all over. 21 Al those in favor, say aye

22 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  That was the clarity 22 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  Aye.

23 that | really wanted to know and it's shown on the map as 23 BOARD CHAIR R CH VANDER KLCK:  Aye.

24 being in the drainage district, it was being said that it was 24 BOARD MEMBER LARRY BRURSEMA  Aye.

25 added, and that's not the case. 25 BOARD CHAR R CH VANDER KLCK:  That is carri ed.
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1 And now thank you all for being here, but I'm 1 the notice because you |ive nearby. That doesn't nean you're

2 goingtoturnit over to Joe again, and he wll describe for 2 inorout. Véjust try to notify everybody by lawthat you

3 you the appeal process, and perhaps address a few of the 3 could be; and if you're not, good for you. If you'rein

4 other issues that you brought up in your coments. 4 it's that adjustnent

5 VATER RESOURCES OOW JCE BUSH  Yeah, | just want 5 Per drain code | try to mail even the neighboring

6 totake a fewninutes to thank everybody for comng out this 6 people who are in that, because again it changes. That's an

7 morning. 7 olddrainage district that's been around for a long tinme

8 You can appeal today's decision at circuit court 8 Alot of these drains per the mnutes have been

9 withinten days fromtoday. So you can appeal it, the 9 around since 1800s. So | haven't been around that |ong, but

10 decision, or the BOD today. But again that's through circuit 10 these drains have been and they're hard to upkeep

11 court. It's not through ny department, not through probate, 1 They are a utility, whether it's drinking weter,

12 but through circuit. So you can appeal it. 12 sanitary, stormwater. In today's environment it's very

13 The other one is for the mnutes, I'Il follow up 13 critica because your house coul d get flooded, the water

14 vith the gentlenan that apparently there nust have been a 14 quality, the inpacts, just your |ivelihood, and nmosquito

15 project wth another assessment that | nust have said 15 breeding grounds, you nane it

16 something, so I'Il followup with himafter the neeting to 16 S0 again stormsevers and stormwater is about as

17 make clarification on that. 17 critical as anything anymore, and we take it very seriously

18 And then there was some other questions on who is 18 in our departnent

19 responsible for, | believe the lady who walks, that thereis 19 So if there is any issues, be sure to reach out.

20 sone catch basins on the side of the road that are filled up, 20 Dan will stick around after the meeting

21 and not just with the black tarp or black silt sack, just 21 Againif youwant to read the mnutes, usually it

22 hecause those are pl ugged. 22 takes her about four to eight weeks, depending on how busy

23 Those are definitely -- either call ny departnent, 23 Mrgieisto get those to me. V& do post themon the

24 call the Witer Resources Commissioner. Again we col | aborate 24 website, everybody can read them

25 with the road commssion on a daily basis. 25 If you need a hard copy because you don't have
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1 [t's alot of work when you | ook at Gitawa Gounty, 1 internet or anything, reach out to Sara in ny departnent and

2 thereisalot of roads, thereis alot of drains, ny staff 2 we're nore than happy to nail you a copy of them It's al

3 isverylinted, | wll say that for the record, because 3 legal andit's all court reported

4 everybody thinks we have all kinds of staff and we can get to 4 That's all | have

5 themon a daily basis. 5 BOARD CHAR R CH VANDER LXK Thank you, Joe.

6 But when you have a thousand plus drains, and 6 Seeing there is no other business, | wll make the

7 devel opnents going crazy, there is alot of work out there 7 notion to adjourn

8 and ny staff is very linmted Sowe deal with what ve can. 8 BOARD MEVBER LARRY BRURSEMA S0 nove.

9 But if thereis issues and you see them make sure you report 9 BOARD HAR R CH VANDER KLCK And it' s supported

10 them 10 by Larry.

1 Alot of the stormsewers, the basins are getting 1 Mtion made by Rch, supported by Larry

12 full, grass starts growng in them |eaves, and before you 12 Al those in favor to adjourn, say aye

13 knowit, they becone plugged. By all neans either call the 13 BOARD SECRETARY KEN SQUTER  Aye.

14 road comm ssion, you can go online to the road commission and 14 BOARD GHA R R CH VANDER KLXK  Aye.

15 fill out arequest. @ you can call Sara here, she usually 15 BOARD MEVBER LARRY BRURSEVA  Aye.

16  answers the phone, and we put reports in and we handl e those 16 BOARD AR R CH VANDER KLOK That's carried. \é

17 accordingly and pretty quickly too. 17 are adjourned

18 Sone of the comments were that you haven't heard 18 Thank you al | for coming

19 fromChris Machiela who works for ne, we vere waiting on 19 (Board of Determination concluded at 11:20 a.m)

20 today's decisionto figure out do we add that as part of the 20

21 project. Because when you have a petition like this, thisis 21

22 kind of an open end to take care of alot of problens wth 22

23 one petition, and go, have the engineering firmgo look at it 23

24 and figure out what sol utions are. 24

25 Again that boundary could change. Some people got 25
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