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Survey Details

Mode Phone (landline and mobile)
Online (email and text to web)

Language English and Spanish

Length 15 minutes

Target
Respondents Ottawa County voters (Likely General and Likely Primary)

Survey Fielding February 2 – 8, 2026

Margin of Error +/-5%

Survey
Participants 400

Sample
The sample was secured through voter files originally 
compiled by the Elections Division of the Ottawa County 
Clerk/Register of Deeds Office. We called, emailed, and 
texted voters. We matched the demographics of likely 
Ottawa County voters.

Data Collection Explained
Interviews were conducted with live interviewers by phone 
(38%) and online survey methods (62%). Phone 
participants were interviewed through landline (22%) and 
mobile (78%) calls. Online participants were invited by 
email (35%) and text message (65%) to access the survey 
by computer, tablet, or smart phone.

Respondents in all modes chose their preferred language, 
English (98%) and Spanish (2%).

Security measures precluded individuals from completing 
the survey more than once.

*Due to rounding, totals shown on charts may not add 
up to 100%

Probolsky Research is a Latina- and woman-owned market and opinion research 
firm with corporate, election, government, and non-profit clients.

Survey Methodology



Executive Summary
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Ottawa County voters have a strong connection to their parks and broad, bipartisan support for 
continued investment. Ninety percent have visited a County park in the past year, and 93% rate the 
job being done as good or fair, underscoring how central parks are to residents’ quality of life.

Both the millage increase and the renewal start with majority support and remain above majority 
on the informed ballot. Support cuts across party lines and demographic groups. In head-to-head 
messaging, 66% side with protecting what makes Ottawa County special, reinforcing that parks 
funding is a unifying issue.

The most effective framework is the “Keep Pace” message. Voters are concerned about growth and 
overuse, with 76% worried about the long-term condition of parks if funding does not keep pace. 
Large majorities are more likely to support the measure when they hear that it will prevent service 
cuts, protect natural land from overdevelopment, and maintain access as the County grows.



Executive Summary
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Geography matters. While support is strong countywide, some voters express 
concern about funds being spent outside their own community — highlighting 
the importance of communicating that parks investments benefit communities 
across Ottawa County.

Importantly, the core themes tested in 2024 — conservation, quality of life, and 
keeping pace with growth — continue to resonate and remain durable. The 
data show a stable and broad coalition ready to support continued investment in 
Ottawa County Parks.



Voters’ primary rely on online channels for information 
about Ottawa County Parks
Question 1:     Where do you get most of your information about Ottawa County Parks facilities and programs? 
[OPEN ENDED QUESTION]
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23.0%

12.8%

12.3%

9.5%

9.0%

7.5%

5.5%

4.5%

3.8%

3.8%

2.8%

5.0%

0.5%

0.3%

Internet/Online

Ottawa County website/Park website

Social media/Facebook

Mailings/Flyers/Pamphlets

Newsletter/County newsletter

E-mails/County e-mails

Word of mouth/Friends/Family

Nowhere/Don't receive information

In person/Visits to the park/Park signs

Local news/TV

Magazines/Newspapers

Other

Nothing/None

Unsure



90% have visited Ottawa County parks or open 
spaces in the past year
Question 2:     In the past year, have you or anyone else in your household visited any Ottawa County parks or open spaces?
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90.0%

6.5% 3.5%

Yes No Unsure

87.0% 90.0%

10.5% 6.5%
2.5% 3.5%

2024 2026

Yes

No

Unsure



Hager Park is the most frequently visited park in 
Ottawa County
Question 3:     What is the name of the park(s) or open space(s) you visited in Ottawa County?
[IF ANSWERED ‘YES’ TO Q2]
[OPEN ENDED QUESTION]
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9.2%
8.9%

8.6%
7.5%

6.1%
5.6%

4.7%
4.7%

4.2%
3.3%
3.3%

3.1%
2.8%
2.8%

2.2%
2.2%

1.9%
1.7%
1.7%

13.4%
1.4%

0.8%

Hager Park
Grand Ravines County Park/Ravines

Tunnel Park
Hemlock Crossing County Park

Holland State Park
Pigeon Creek Park

Rosey Mound Natural Area
Kirk Park

North Shore Beach/North Beach/Beaches
Mostly all of them/Multiple

Ottawa Sands Park
State/County parks/Fairgrounds

Grand Haven State Park
Ottawa Beach

Riley Trail Park/Riley Beach
Windsnest Park

Grand River Park
Macatawa Park

Quincy Park
Other

Unsure
N/A

90.0%

6.5%
3.5%

Question asked of 
respondents who have 
visited Ottawa County 
parks in the past year, 
representing 90% of the 
total sample or 360 
individuals.



93% rate the job being done by Ottawa County Parks 
as good or fair
Question 4:     How would you rate the job being done by the Ottawa County Parks in conserving natural lands, providing recreational opportunities, and programs to the citizens of 
Ottawa County?
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88.5%

4.5% 2.3% 4.8%

Good Fair Poor Unsure

93% 85.3% 88.5%

2024 2026

Good

Fair

Poor

Unsure



Among the small share rating Ottawa County Parks 
poorly, lack of maintenance is the top concern
Question 5:     What is the main reason why you offered a rating of poor?
[IF ANSWERED ‘POOR’ TO Q4]
[OPEN ENDED QUESTION]
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33.3%

22.2%

11.1%

11.1%

11.1%

11.1%

Poor parks/Lack of maintenance

Uncleanliness/Too much litter

Lack of paved bike paths

Money will be mismanaged

Taxes are too high

Nothing/None

Question asked of 
respondents who rated 
Ottawa County Parks work 
as poor, representing 2% 
of the total sample or 9 
individuals.

88.5%

4.5%

2.3% 4.8%



76% are concerned about the long-term condition of 
parks if funding does not keep pace with growth and use
Question 6:     Agree or disagree: I am concerned about the long-term condition of Ottawa County’s parks and natural areas if funding does not keep pace with growth and use
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76.0%

13.5% 10.5%

Agree Disagree Unsure



95% agree it is important that future generations 
experience parks in as good or better conditions
Question 7:     Agree or disagree: It is important that future generations experience Ottawa County’s parks and natural areas in as good—or better—condition as they are today
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95.5%

2.8% 1.8%

Agree Disagree Unsure



Loss of natural land to development is the top concern 
if investment in parks does not continue
Question 8:     Which of the following concerns you most if investment in parks does not continue? Select all that apply. 
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62.3%

57.3%

53.8%

43.0%

30.5%

6.0%

2.8%

Loss of natural land to development

Aging facilities becoming less safe or accessible

Declining environmental quality

Trails and greenway connections not being completed

Reduced programs for youth and families

None of these

Unsure



Initial vote: The millage increase has majority support
Now let’s look at a ballot measure that could come before Ottawa County voters in 2026. Please indicate if you would vote yes, or vote no.

Question 9: To continue to provide revenue to the Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Commission, shall the current millage be increased from .33 mills to .53 of a mill for 10 
years from 2027 to 2036. The .53 mills is equal to $106 per year for a house valued at $400,000 with a taxable value of $200,000. The millage, if approved and levied, shall generate 
approximately $9.2 million in 2027. The purpose of the millage is to expand, improve, operate, maintain, and acquire parks, recreational facilities, open spaces, lakes, rivers, water 
areas, and trailways; to support nature education, recreational, and outdoor educational and health programming; to support partnerships for access to and awareness of recreational 
lands and facilities; to promote the conservation and restoration of high-quality natural and wildlife habitats. Revenue from this millage shall be disbursed only to the County of Ottawa 
to be used solely for the purpose of funding the Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Commission and shall be subject to oversight by the Ottawa County Board of Commissioners 
and to an independent audit. 

If the election were being held today, would you vote yes to increase the dedicated parks and recreation millage, or would you vote no to oppose it?
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76.3%

22.0%

1.8%

Vote yes Vote no Unsure



Initial vote: The millage renewal has majority support
Now let’s look at an alternative ballot measure that could come before Ottawa County voters in 2026. Please indicate if you would vote yes, or vote no.

Question 10:     To continue to provide revenue to the Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Commission, shall the current millage be renewed to .33 mills for 10 years from 2027 to 
2036. The .33 mills is equal to $66 per year for a house valued at $400,000 with a taxable value of $200,000. The millage, if approved and levied, shall generate approximately $5.7 
million in 2027. The purpose of the millage is to expand, improve, operate, maintain, and acquire parks, recreational facilities, open spaces, lakes, rivers, water areas, and trailways; 
to support nature education, recreational, and outdoor educational and health programming; to support partnerships for access to and awareness of recreational lands and facilities; 
to promote the conservation and restoration of high-quality natural and wildlife habitats. Revenue from this millage shall be disbursed only to the County of Ottawa to be used solely 
for the purpose of funding the Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Commission and shall be subject to oversight by the Ottawa County Board of Commissioners and to an 
independent audit. 

If the election were being held today, would you vote yes to renew the dedicated parks and recreation millage, or would you vote no to oppose it?
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82.5%

14.3%

3.3%

Vote yes Vote no Unsure



73% are more likely to vote yes knowing Ottawa 
County Parks will protect land and natural resources
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73.3%

12.8%

9.0%

5.0%

More likely to vote yes Makes no difference to me
More likely to vote no Don’t know

Question 11:     Now we have some background information about the ballot measure. For each item, please indicate if it makes you more likely to vote yes or more likely to vote no 
on the millage. Ottawa County Parks will protect additional land and natural spaces for conservation and future public access. It will also invest in habitat restoration and 
improve water quality, protect native plants and wildlife, and manage invasive or overpopulated species that harm natural areas.

28.4%

28.4%

34.1%

9.1%

33.3%

22.8%

35.1%

8.8%

14.3%

14.3%

71.4%

53.8%

7.7%

38.5%

Initial vote no

Increase

Renewal

Initially said Unsure

LEGEND
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31.3%

35.3%

24.5%

9.0%

More likely to vote yes Makes no difference to me
More likely to vote no Don’t know

27.5%

43.9%

19.7%

8.9%

30.6%

39.1%

22.4%

7.9%

42.9%

57.1%

Initial vote yes

Increase

Renewal

Initially said Unsure

LEGEND

25% are more likely to vote no knowing voters face 
multiple millage requests 
Question 12:     Now we have some background information about the ballot measure. For each item, please indicate if it makes you more likely to vote yes or more likely to vote no 
on the millage. Voters are being asked to approve multiple millage increases at the same time, including for different local governments. They should spend the money 
they already get and put the brakes on asking for more taxes from the voters.

15.4%

30.8%

15.4%

38.5%
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72.3%

13.0%

8.0%
6.8%

More likely to vote yes Makes no difference to me
More likely to vote no Don’t know

34.1%

28.4%

25.0%

12.5%

26.3%

33.3%

29.8%

10.5%

28.6%

14.3%

57.1%

53.8%

15.4%

30.8%

Initial vote no

Increase

Renewal

Initially said Unsure

LEGEND

72% are more likely to vote yes knowing the millage 
renewal prevents service reductions
Question 13:     Now we have some background information about the ballot measure. For each item, please indicate if it makes you more likely to vote yes or more likely to vote no 
on the millage. If the parks millage is not renewed, Ottawa County would have fewer resources to maintain parks, trails, and programs, leading to service reductions and 
likely increases in user fees or reduced free access.
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36.5%

32.3%

21.0%

10.3%

More likely to vote yes Makes no difference to me
More likely to vote no Don’t know

17.0%

21.6%

50.0%

11.4%

14.0%

22.8%

52.6%

10.5%

28.6%

14.3%

57.1%

23.1%

23.1%

23.1%

30.8%

Initial vote no

Increase

Renewal

Initially said Unsure

LEGEND

37% are more likely to vote yes knowing that Ottawa County 
Parks secured over $48 million in grants in the past ten years
Question 14:     Now we have some background information about the ballot measure. For each item, please indicate if it makes you more likely to vote yes or more likely to vote no 
on the millage. Over the past ten years, Ottawa County Parks has been awarded more than $48 million in grant funding from the state, federal governments and 
nonprofits.
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47.5%

22.5%

21.0%

9.0%

More likely to vote yes Makes no difference to me
More likely to vote no Don’t know

44.3%

26.9%

20.0%

8.9%

47.3%

24.5%

20.0%

8.2%

42.9%

57.1%

52.6%

10.5%

28.1%

8.8%

Initial vote yes

Increase

Renewal

Initially said Unsure

LEGEND

21% are more likely to vote no knowing Ottawa County 
Parks already collects millions in park millage revenue
Question 15:     Now we have some background information about the ballot measure. For each item, please indicate if it makes you more likely to vote yes or more likely to vote no 
on the millage. Ottawa County already collects millions in park millage revenue, yet voters are being asked for more without clear proof that existing funds are being 
spent efficiently. Before raising taxes, the County should demonstrate better management and eliminate waste.
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71.0%

15.8%

8.8%
4.5%

More likely to vote yes Makes no difference to me
More likely to vote no Don’t know

18.2%

31.8%
37.5%

12.5%

22.8%

28.1%

40.4%

8.8%

28.6%

14.3%

57.1%

69.2%

30.8%

Initial vote no

Increase

Renewal

Initially said Unsure

LEGEND

71% are more likely to vote yes knowing funding 
would keep pace with growth and park use
Question 16:     Now we have some background information about the ballot measure. For each item, please indicate if it makes you more likely to vote yes or more likely to vote no 
on the millage. As Ottawa County grows and more people use parks and trails, demand increases. This millage ensures funding keeps pace with use so parks don't 
become overcrowded or poorly maintained.
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23.0%

38.5%

28.8%

9.8%

More likely to vote yes Makes no difference to me
More likely to vote no Don’t know

22.3%

47.2%

21.6%

8.9%

23.6%

43.0%

25.2%

8.2%

28.6%

71.4%

Initial vote yes

Increase

Renewal

Initially said Unsure

LEGEND

29% are more likely to vote no knowing Ottawa County 
families are struggling financially
Question 17:     Now we have some background information about the ballot measure. For each item, please indicate if it makes you more likely to vote yes or more likely to vote no 
on the millage. Families in Ottawa County are struggling with higher prices for groceries, housing, utilities, and insurance. I don't think we can afford to pay so much in 
property taxes for parks.

15.4%

30.8%

15.4%

38.5%
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69.8%

19.5%

5.8%5.0%

More likely to vote yes Makes no difference to me
More likely to vote no Don’t know

23.9%

42.0%

25.0%

9.1%

28.1%

33.3%

28.1%

10.5%

28.6%

71.4%

69.2%

7.7%

23.1%

Initial vote no

Increase

Renewal

Initially said Unsure

LEGEND

70% are more likely to vote yes knowing each millage 
dollar generates about $6 in local economic activity
Question 18:     Now we have some background information about the ballot measure. For each item, please indicate if it makes you more likely to vote yes or more likely to vote no 
on the millage. According to an economic impact analysis, every dollar from the parks millage generates about six dollars in local economic activity, helping support local 
businesses and jobs in Ottawa County.
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14.0%

33.5%43.3%

9.3%

More likely to vote yes Makes no difference to me
More likely to vote no Don’t know

16.4%

38.0%

38.7%

6.9%

14.5%

37.3%

40.6%

7.6%

14.3%

28.6%57.1%

23.1%

15.4%

30.8%

30.8%

Initial vote yes

Increase

Renewal

Initially said Unsure

LEGEND

43% are more likely to vote no knowing funds could be 
spent outside their community
Question 19:     Now we have some background information about the ballot measure. For each item, please indicate if it makes you more likely to vote yes or more likely to vote no 
on the millage. This millage means Ottawa County Parks could take tax dollars from my community and spend them on parks and trails elsewhere in the County, while my 
local parks get little or no improvement.
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77.3%

12.5%

6.8%

3.5%

More likely to vote yes Makes no difference to me
More likely to vote no Don’t know

43.2%

22.7%

28.4%

5.7%

40.4%

21.1%

33.3%

5.3%

28.6%

14.3%

57.1%

69.2%

30.8%

Initial vote no

Increase

Renewal

Initially said Unsure

LEGEND

77% are more likely to vote yes knowing Ottawa County 
parks are essential to their quality of life
Question 20:     Now we have some background information about the ballot measure. For each item, please indicate if it makes you more likely to vote yes or more likely to vote no 
on the millage. Ottawa County Parks are essential to our quality of life. We need to protect our investment in them.
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Message Effectiveness
Positive messages Percent More Likely 

to Vote Yes

Ottawa County Parks are essential to our quality of life. We need to protect our investment in them. 77.3%
Ottawa County Parks will protect additional land and natural spaces for conservation and future public access. It will also invest in habitat restoration and 
improve water quality, protect native plants and wildlife, and manage invasive or overpopulated species that harm natural areas. 73.3%

If the parks millage is not renewed, Ottawa County would have fewer resources to maintain parks, trails, and programs, leading to service reductions and 
likely increases in user fees or reduced free access. 72.3%

As Ottawa County grows and more people use parks and trails, demand increases. This millage ensures funding keeps pace with use so parks don’t become 
overcrowded or poorly maintained. 71.0%

According to an economic impact analysis, every dollar from the park’s millage generates about six dollars in local economic activity, helping support local 
businesses and jobs in Ottawa County. 69.8%

Over the past ten years, Ottawa County Parks has been awarded more than $48 million in grant funding from the state, federal governments and nonprofits. 36.5%

Negative messages Percent More Likely 
to Vote No

This millage means Ottawa County Parks could take tax dollars from my community and spend them on parks and trails elsewhere in the County, while my 
local parks get little or no improvement. 43.3%

Families in Ottawa County are struggling with higher prices for groceries, housing, utilities, and insurance. I don’t think we can afford to pay so much in 
property taxes for parks. 28.8%

Voters are being asked to approve multiple millage increases at the same time, including for different local governments. They should spend the money they 
already get and put the brakes on asking for more taxes from the voters. 24.5%

Ottawa County already collects millions in park millage revenue, yet voters are being asked for more without clear proof that existing funds are being spent 
efficiently. Before raising taxes, the County should demonstrate better management and eliminate waste. 21.0%



Now let’s look again at the millage that may come before Ottawa County voters in 2026…

Question 21:     To continue to provide revenue to the Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Commission, shall the current millage be increased from .33 mills to .53 of a mill for 10 
years from 2027 to 2036. The .53 mills is equal to $106 per year for a house valued at $400,000 with a taxable value of $200,000. The millage, if approved and levied, shall generate 
approximately $9.2 million in 2027. The purpose of the millage is to expand, improve, operate, maintain, and acquire parks, recreational facilities, open spaces, lakes, rivers, water 
areas, and trailways; to support nature education, recreational, and outdoor educational and health programming; to support partnerships for access to and awareness of recreational 
lands and facilities; to promote the conservation and restoration of high-quality natural and wildlife habitats. Revenue from this millage shall be disbursed only to the County of Ottawa 
to be used solely for the purpose of funding the Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Commission and shall be subject to oversight by the Ottawa County Board of Commissioners 
and to an independent audit.

Knowing what you know now, if the election were being held today, would you vote yes to increase the dedicated parks and recreation millage, or would you vote no to oppose it? 
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76.3%

22.0%

1.8%

70.8%

25.3%

4.0%

Vote yes Vote no Unsure

initial Informed initial initialInformed Informed

Informed vote: The millage increase has majority 
support



Now let’s look at the alternative millage that could come before Ottawa County voters in 2026. Please indicate if you would vote yes, or vote no.

Question 22: To continue to provide revenue to the Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Commission, shall the current millage be renewed to .33 mills for 10 years from 2027 to 
2036. The .33 mills is equal to $66 per year for a house valued at $400,000 with a taxable value of $200,000. The millage, if approved and levied, shall generate approximately $5.7 
million in 2027. The purpose of the millage is to expand, improve, operate, maintain, and acquire parks, recreational facilities, open spaces, lakes, rivers, water areas, and trailways; 
to support nature education, recreational, and outdoor educational and health programming; to support partnerships for access to and awareness of recreational lands and facilities; 
to promote the conservation and restoration of high-quality natural and wildlife habitats. Revenue from this millage shall be disbursed only to the County of Ottawa to be used solely 
for the purpose of funding the Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Commission and shall be subject to oversight by the Ottawa County Board of Commissioners and to an 
independent audit. 

Knowing what you know now, if the election were being held today, would you vote yes to renew the dedicated Parks and Recreation millage, or would you vote no to oppose it? 
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82.5%

14.3%

3.3%

80.8%

14.8%

4.5%

Vote yes Vote no Unsure

initial Informed initial initialInformed Informed

Informed vote: The millage renewal has majority 
support



66% agree with smith in that supporting the 
millage protects and maintains what makes 
Ottawa County Special
Question 23:     Now we have two statements. Please indicate which statement you agree with more. 

Smith: “I want to protect and maintain what makes Ottawa County special. I support the millage because parks, trails, and natural spaces are so important to our quality of life.”
  
Jones: “I appreciate our park, trails, and natural spaces and how they make Ottawa County Special. I oppose the millage because we should be able to support what we’ve already 
got without continuing to tax residents.”
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66.0%

24.0%

10.0%

Agree with Smith Agree with Jones Unsure



Demographics
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Respondent demographics by gender, age, ethnicity, party, 
years of residence, income, and education

7.0%

86.0%

1.0%

1.0%

5.0%

Latino/Hispanic

White/Caucasian

Black/African American

Asian/Pacific Islander

Other

47.5%

52.5%

Male

Female

11.8%

13.8%

16.3%

23.3%

35.0%

18-29

30-39

40-49

50-64

65+

Gender                                                   Age                                               Ethnicity

Years of residence   Income    Education

7.3%

8.8%

25.3%

58.8%

1-2 years

3-4 years

5-9 years

10+ years

8.3%

36.0%

12.8%

23.8%

12.3%

4.0%

3.0%

High school

Some college

Associate’s degree

Bachelor’s degree

Master’s degree

Doctoral degree

Prefer not to answer

13.8%

16.8%

23.8%

31.8%

35.0%

14.0%

<$50K a year

$50K -$74K a year

$75K -$124K a year

$125K+ a year

65+

Prefer not to answer
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Respondent demographics by party preference, home type, children 
in home, vote propensity, survey mode, and survey language

Party            Home type             Children in home

Vote propensity   Survey mode      Survey language

27.3%

59.8%

13.0%

Democratic

Republican

No party preference

42.5%

27.0%

24.0%

5.5%

1.0%

5 out of 5

4 out of 5

3 out of 5

2 out of 5

New registrant

98.0%

2.0%

English

Spanish

37.8%

8.3%

29.5%

62.3%

21.8%

40.5%

Phone [NET]

Landline

Mobile

Online [NET]

Email

Text

84.0%

14.0%

2.0%

Own

Rent

Other

25.8%

69.3%

5.0%

Yes

No

Prefer not to answer
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Respondent demographics by municipality, county commissioner district, 
state assembly district, state senate district, congressional district

21.8%
8.0%

5.5%
11.3%

7.0%
7.8%

5.8%
2.5%
4.0%

2.0%
4.3%
4.3%

1.3%
0.5%

3.5%
2.3%

0.8%
2.3%

0.5%
1.0%
1.0%
0.8%
1.3%
1.0%

Georgetown
Holland (Township)

Holland
Park

Grand Haven (Township)
Allendale

Spring Lake (Township)
Zeeland (Township)

Grand Haven
Hudsonville
Jamestown
Tallmadge

Blendon
Robinson

Port Sheldon
Crockery

Olive
Zeeland

Coopersville
Ferrysburg

Wright
Polkton
Chester

Spring Lake

14.0%

6.3%

5.5%

7.8%

7.8%

11.8%

10.0%

7.8%

9.0%

10.3%

10.0%

CCD 1

CCD 2

CCD 3

CCD 4

CCD 5

CCD 6

CCD 7

CCD 8

CCD 9

CCD 10

CCD 11

2.5%

32.0%

23.0%

25.8%

16.8%

District 43

District 85

District 86

District 88

District 89

Municipality                                   County Commissioner District                        State Assembly District
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