Planting Guide:
Be Water Wise

Despite being surrounded by an abundance of fresh water, Ottawa County

is experiencing a groundwater shortage. Many residents and businesses rely
on wells that tap into underground aquifers. However, increased demand is

causing water levels to decline faster than it can be replenished.

Because turf grass has such a shallow root structure, only about |.5 inches in length, it requires a large amount of watering — about |-2 inches a week.This amount adds up to
being between roughly 7,000 and 14,000 gallons of water a week respectively for an average quarter-acre yard. Comparatively, in house water use is roughly 2,000 gallons a
week. By planting natives, you can greatly reduce your overall water use, improve the quality and quantity of our groundwater, and reduce the strain felt on our municipal

water systems. Regardless of where you get your water from, we all have a part to play in conserving this vital resource.

Purple Coneflower
This deep-rooted herbaceous
perennial provides a beautiful
purple to pink bloom
throughout summer and
sometimes into early fall. The
flower attracts all the favorite
pollinators including bees, and a
variety of swallowtail and
sulphur butterflies and
monarchs. Towards the fall,
yoU'll find many birds,
particularly finches, enjoying the
seeds.

Black-eyed Susan
These daisy-like yellow flowers
appear in the later summer
months and into early fall. This
plant attracts a wide variety of
native butterflies and
dragonflies and is specifically the
host plant for the gorgone
checkerspot and silvery
checkerspot butterfly species.

Dense Blazing Star
This drought-tolerant perennial
plant has vertical feather-like
spikes of purple flowers that
stand out in any garden. These
flowers add a pop of color later
in the growing season with
blooms happening towards the
tail end of summer or early fall.
This flower is a pollinator
magnet, attracting a long list of
different butterflies, bees,
skippers, caterpillars or various
moth species and birds,
including hummingbirds.

Butterfly Weed

This showy orange flower
blooms during peak summer
months and is commonly
known for the abundance of
butterfly species it attracts
including monarchs, as well as
various moth and bee species.
Aside from its beautiful bloom,
this plant has a deep woody
taproot structure, making it an
excellent drought-tolerant
addition to a garden.

Foxglove

Beardtongue

This tubular white to pink
flower structure provides great
vertical height in a garden.With
an earlier bloom time, it's an
important spring resource for
many of our native bee species
and hummingbirds.

Flowering Calendar There is a range of bloom times within this garden to ensure there’s color and structure throughout the seasons.
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Prairie Dropseed
This fine-textured grass
provides your garden with
year-round structure and
creates clump-like spaces
between your flowering plants.
This grass provides habitat for
important insects and seeds for
birds in the fall.

October

Plant a Garden. Grow the Future.



Layout Quantities

This layout is well suited for yards and residential areas. Shorter species were prioritized during planning and plants are Select what level your garden will be
placed accordingly to keep shorter species at the edge, and taller species near the center and back. This is a based on the sizes shown in layout. The
recommended starting point, but you are highly encouraged to customize it and substitute your favorite species, below amounts show how many of each
especially if some are not commercially available. There are 3 recommended “levels” provided to give flexibility to your plant you will need per level.

own space and resources.
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Level 1(5’x5’) To convert to a small garden plan, simply take either half of the layout (from the blue line outward). Prairie Dropseed
Level 2 (8°x5’) To convert to a medium garden plan, just subtract the section in the middle between the red lines. Purple Coneflower
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Substitutions These were selected to provide species that have the same bloom time and are roughly the same height as the standard species.

Purple Coneflower Black-eyed Susan Dense Blazing Star Butterfly Weed Foxglove Beardtongue Prairie Dropseed

Wild Bergamot Tall Coreopsis Hoary Vervain Common Milkweed Prairie Milkweed Little Bluestem
Early Goldenrod Early Sunflower Whorled Milkweed Purple Milkweed Thimbleweed Crested Oval Sedge

This planting guide was made in coordination with the Department of Strategic Impact.
For more information about the groundwater shortage visit groundwater.miottawa.org
Find more planting guides and info at miottawa.org/connectedcountypark



