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From the Desk of Leslie Ver Duin, BSN RN
CSHCS Coordinator & Child-Health Team Supervisor

Dear CSHCS Families,

Greetings for this new year, 2025 is here!

As we begin a new season, | am in awe of how our community has grown in both the CSHCS program
enrollment and our private Ottawa County Special Families’ Corner Facebook group!

Much of this growth can be attributed to our parent consultant Amy Fontaine’s commitment to our
team and Ottawa County families. Because her work has transcended our county lines in order to
provide assistance and support to so many, she is known far and wide. We have benefited from her
abilities and compassion for connecting and fulfilling so many individuals and families with varied
needs over the past 15 years with our team. Please take a moment with us to recognize Amy for all

she has strived for in her work and made possible for so many!

We can only imagine how 2025 will be different without her on our team here at Ottawa County, but we
send her off with the biggest “Congratulations!!” knowing her ability to help many people will serve
everyone well as she moves on to a bigger canvas of work life with The Family Center for Children and
Youth with Special Health Care Needs, the parent-directed section of CSHCS.

With this change on our team comes a reminder to keep in touch with the staff here through local
public health at Ottawa County. See our contact information on page two and know that we are all
here to work with you and assist when needed through the CSHCS program. From insurance updates
and changes to billing, therapy, DME, community resources and prescription concerns, we are happy
to help, but we need to hear from you. We do not get auto alerts from any systems. | encourage you to
stay connected and keep us in the know of how we can help advocate for the care you and your family
need.

In Good Health,

e Valls


https://www.facebook.com/groups/480920718777204
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/assistance-programs/cshcs/the-family-center-for-children-and-youth-with-special-health-care-needs-family-center
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/assistance-programs/cshcs/the-family-center-for-children-and-youth-with-special-health-care-needs-family-center

Ottawa County CSHCS Contact Information January 2025

Brenda Kempf, Representative
616-393-4445
bkempf@miottawa.org

Contact Brenda for:

o Enroliment & renewal o Adding providers o Travel & lodging requests « Changes in insurance,
« Billing & insurance issues « Adding diagnoses « Changes in income name, address, phone, or
. Financial concerns email address

Contact Your CSHCS Nurse for:

o Plans of Care & Case management « Questions about CSHCS coverage

« Medical questions « Adding a new diagnosis or specialist

Aimee Dekker, BSN, RN Samantha Leffman, BSN, RN  Lauren Potter, BSN, RN
616-393-4440 616-393-4442 616-393-4416
adekker@miottawa.org sleffman@miottawa.org |potter@miottawa.org
Nurse for CSHCS families in: Nurse for CSHCS families in: Nurse for CSHCS families in:

. Jenison . Holland zi . Allendale « Holland zi . Grand Haven . Casnovia

. Zeeland code 49422 . Grandville code 49423 . Spring Lake - Ravenna

. Macatawa . Hudsonville . Grand Rapids - Fruitport - Coopersville

! Byron Conter Yiesione gpcodeen il

» Yvyoming awa Lounty . Conklin " code 49424

Irene Atwood Leslie Ver Duin, BSN, RN Sandra Lake, MPH, BSN, RN
Program Clerk CSHCS Coordinator Community Health Manager
616-393-4439 616-393-4444 616-393-5753
iatwood@miottawa.org Iverduin@miottawa.org slake@miottawa.org

Contact Irene for: Contact Leslie for: Contact Sandra for:

« Your Annual Information Update . Questions or concerns related to . Feedback regarding any staff

via secure email staff or program operations member
. Changes in name, insurance, . If unable to reach Ottawa County . Questions about Ottawa County
phone, home or email address CSHCS staff Community health programs

miQOttawa Department of

CSHCS Local Program Fax: 616-393-4435 — E°_ mm_ W
Public Health

CSHCS Websites:
Ottawa County: https://www.miottawa.org/Health/OCHD/Child_Sp_Health_Care.htm
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State of Michigan: https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/assistance-programs/cshcs

Online Payments: https://www.thepayplace.com/mi/dch/cshcs/challenge.aspx

The Family Center for Children and Youth with Special Health Care Needs: https://
www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/assistance-programs/cshcs



https://www.miottawa.org/Health/OCHD/Child_Sp_Health_Care.htm
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/assistance-programs/cshcs
https://www.thepayplace.com/mi/dch/cshcs/challenge.aspx
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/assistance-programs/cshcs/the-family-center-for-children-and-youth-with-special-health-care-needs-family-center
https://www.miottawa.org/Health/OCHD/Child_Sp_Health_Care.htm
https://www.miottawa.org/Health/OCHD/

CSHCS Program Updates and Reminders

A Fond Farewell from our Parent Consultant

Dear CSHCS Families,

It has been my great honor to supportyou as the parent consultant for CSHCS of Ottawa County.
Over the years, helping families like my own, who are raising those with special needs, finding
resources and support on their journeys has been a passion and a privilege.

| am proud to have helped build a strong network of support that will continue for families with
special needs in Ottawa County and beyond through the CSHCS newsletters, our Special Families’
Corner Facebook group which has grown to almost 1,800 members, and our Empowered Parents
webinar series which stands at 25 webinars and counting. | have truly enjoyed learning from you and

with you during our time together!

I won’t be going too far, as | have accepted a position as a Parent/Peer Support Technician for the
Family Center for Children and Youth with Special Health Care Needs (Family Center) which is the
parent-directed section of CSHCS. | look forward to continuing to support families with special needs
in Michigan!

Leaving the Ottawa County CSHCS team is bittersweet; | will miss our daily interactions, and of
course | will dearly miss my friends and colleagues on the Ottawa County CSHCS team. They truly
are the most knowledgeable, compassionate, and caring people. How lucky you are to have them in

your corner!

Wishing you good health and happiness until our paths cross again, @

CSHCS Insurance Premium Payment Benefit

CSHCS clients may lose private insurance coverage due to a change in family circumstances or diffi-

culty continuing to pay the insurance premium.

Premium payment assistance may be available when the current cost of the insurance premium
paymentis determined to be cost-effective for CSHCS and the family or beneficiary lacks sufficient

financial resources to pay for the beneficiary’s part of the premium.

Eligibility criteria must be metin order to receive the CSHCS Insurance Premium Payment Benefit. To
learn more, contact your CSHCS team or the Family Center for Children and Youth with Special
Health Care Needs (Family Center) at the CSHCS Family Phone Line: 1-800-359-3722 or via email:

cshcsfc@michigan.gov.




CSHCS Program Updates and Reminders (continued)

Did You Get a Protected or Secure Message from Irene Atwood?

Don’t worry, seeing a protected/secure message from Irene Atwood, our program clerk,
simply means that it’s time for your Annual CSHCS Information Review.

Irene Atwood
Program Clerk

Every year, CSHCS needs to verify your confidential information, such as your address,
and insurance information, etc. To keep your information secure, we’ll send you a protected

or secured email for your review.

Steps to open your protected email message:

1. Click on the secure message and then click on “Looks Safe” or “Read the message” if prompted.

2. Click or hover over the secure message attachment and click download, then click the attachment
to openiit.

3. Ifitis your first time opening a secure message from CSHCS, you must create a password pro-

tected account with Cisco Secure Email Encryption Service as follows:

First, you’ll a “Secure Email Encryption Service” pop-up box. Verify your email address in the “To”

and click “Register”.

Next, create a password protected account with Cisco Secure Email Encryption Service by filling
out the New User Registration Form. Then check the Agree box and hit Register.

Last, go back to your email to find a new message from Cisco—donotreply@res.cisco.org. Activate

your new Cisco account by verifying your email in the message.

4. Return to your browser where you downloaded the secure message in step 2 and Click the Contin-
ue button in the “Secure Email Encryption Service” pop-up box.

5. Enter your new Cisco password and click on “Open Online”.

6. Review the information CSHCS has for you*. If there is an error, or if the information has changed,

phone a team member (see contact information on page two).

*If your insurance is incorrect or has changed, call Irene Attwood at 616-393-4439 to report it.
Sendinginsurance changes through regular email may not be secure. Changes to MiHealth and Medi-
caid Health Plans (MHPs) do not need to be reported as they are updated automatically in our system.

Avoid Identity Theft: CSHCS will never ask you for your bank account information, account or routing
numbers. If you are ever asked for banking information by someone saying they represent CSHCS,

do not share your information and immediately notify CSHCS or your local health department.



mailto:Cisco—donotreply@res.cisco.org

CSHCS Program Updates and Reminders (continued)

Special Families’ Corner Facebook Group

Special Families’ Corner Facebook was created by Ottawa County CSHCS for
parents & caregivers of children or young adults with disabilities or special
needs. Adults with chronic health conditions or disabilities are welcome too.

. Discover events, grants & resources
. Learn aboutissues affecting families
. Find support from fellow parents & caregivers

. Become a part of our growing community!

Just search Facebook for Special Families’ Corner & request to join.

Be sure to answer the membership questions too. Only group members can
view posts in this closed group. CSHCS enrollment is not required to join.

Made possible by a grant from The Family Center

The Family Center for Children & Youth .K’ CSHCS Family
with Special Health Care Needs — j-hmll Phone Line:
the parent-directed section of CSHCS Center 1-800-359-3722
e B e cshcsfc@michigan.gov
The Family Center can help your family with:
. CSHCS Enrollment & Program Assistance Website: https://
. Camp and Conference Scholarships www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/
. Resources for Your Family & Child’s Diagnosis assistance-programs/cshcs/the-
. Transition Support for Youth & Families family-center-for-children-and-
. Parent-to-Parent Support and Connection youth-with-special-health-care-
. Educational Webinars and Learning Opportunities needs-family-center

Note: The Family Center serves all children and youth who have, or are at an increased risk for, physical,

developmental, behavioral, or emotional conditions, regardless of CSHCS enrollment.



https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/assistance-programs/cshcs/the-family-center-for-children-and-youth-with-special-health-care-needs-family-center
https://www.facebook.com/groups/480920718777204
https://www.facebook.com/groups/480920718777204
https://www.facebook.com/groups/480920718777204
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/assistance-programs/cshcs/the-family-center-for-children-and-youth-with-special-health-care-needs-family-center

Grants & Scholarships

' Family Center Camp Scholarships — Up to $500 per award
j-(]m ll. Camp Scholarships of up to $500 per award are available from the
Cente Family Center for Children and Youth with Special Health Care Needs (Family

i ot ot G Moods Center) with funding from the Children with Special Needs (CSN) Fund.

Camp scholarship applications will remain open until all funds are awarded. Funding is limited,
and only 10 scholarships per camp will be awarded, so apply as soon as possible!

Who may be eligible?
. Michigan residents up to age 21 with a special health care need (medical, developmental, and/

or behavioral condition).

« Applicants who are not enrolled in CSHCS must submit a letter verifying their diagnosis from
their specialty provider.

. Applications are now being accepted annually (versus every other year previously).
. Applications for multiple family members are now being accepted.

. Camps must be accredited, though exceptions are made for camps operated by a university,
school district, or city/township parks and recreation programs. Virtual camps are also consid-
ered, as are out-of-state camps on an individual basis. Day care programs are not eligible.

Application link: www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/-/media/Project/Websites/mdhhs/Assistance-Programs/
Childrens-Special-Health-Care-Services/Camp_Scholarship_Application_and_Verification_Form

For questions, or to request a paper application, call The CSHCS Family Phone Line: 1-800-359-3722
or email: cshcsfc@michigan.gov.

) |
CAMPERSHIPS from MI CEC “Pgﬁ%‘?g:‘i“"' MICHIGAN

Michigan Council of Exceptional Children Camperships of up to $250 are available to students
with an active IEP who are in need of financial supportin order to attend camp.

Camp guidelines: Applications open February 1st for funding (up to $250) to attend a summer camp
in Michigan (exceptions may be made for specialized camps outside of Michigan). Transportation and

financial arrangements are the responsibility of the family.

Electronic applications with a letter from the student’s teacher or principal attesting to the stu-
dent’s 2024-25 IEP, will be accepted beginning February 1, 2025. See application for deadline.

Apply here: https://michigancec.org/michigan-cec-awards/camperships

For questions: camperships@michigancec.org



https://www.michigan.gov/csnfund
mailto:camperships@michigancec.org
https://michigancec.org/

Grants & Scholarships (continued)

See page 8 for an upcoming webinar on the CSN Fund
CSN Fund Grants pag Sreemii R ! M Children with
pecial Needs Fund

The Children with Special Needs (CSN) Fund aims to assist families in obtain-

...enhancing lives of children
with special needs since 1944

ing special equipment for their child under the age of 21 who has a CSHCS

eligible condition when insurance or other programs cannot cover the cost of the equipment.

Eligibility: Those who are not enrolled in CSHCS must submit medical information detailing his/her
CSHCS-eligible diagnosis, along with a letter of medical necessity from the child's medical subspe-
cialist for the equipment that is being recommended.

To prioritize those most in need, the CSN Fund recently added an income-related requirement to
the application. Families earning above $400,000 must include an explanation of hardship describing
their need for assistance.

Examples of the types of equipment that may be covered by a CSN Fund grant can be found at:
www.michigan.gov/csnfund and on the application form. Funding for ceiling and stair lifts are

sometimes available depending upon funding (As of this writing, January 2025, applications are being
accepted).

For help with a CSN Fund grant application, contact your CSHCS program nurse. See page two for
contact information. You may also request assistance or ask questions at the CSHCS Family Phone
Line: 1-800-359-3722 or cshesfc@michigan.gov. Or you may contact the CSN Fund team directly at
517-241-7420 or csnfund@michigan.gov.

FHF Therapy Scholarships by
?\'S
The Family Hope Foundation (FHF) scholarships provides financial assistance to fami- Family Hope
Foundation

lies with little or no insurance coverage for the therapies that help their children.

FHF has two scholarship cycles, one in the spring and one in the fall. Families can apply for scholar-
ships up to $1,000 during one or both scholarship cycles.

FHF Spring 2025 Therapy Scholarship Applications will be accepted from February 1, 2025 until

March 1st by 5 pm. Early or late applications will not be accepted.

. Applicants must live in West Michigan (Oceana, Newago, Muskegon, Ottawa, Kent, Montcalm,

lonia, Allegan, Barry, Van Buren, or Kalamazoo Counties).

. Scholarship Guidelines MUST be read thoroughly prior to completing the applica-

tion. Applications that do not follow the Scholarship Guidelines will not be considered.

. Details and an application: www.thefamilyhopefoundation.org/scholarships/



https://www.thefamilyhopefoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Fall-2023-Online-Scholarship-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/csnfund
https://www.michigan.gov/csnfund/-/media/Project/Websites/csnfund/DCH-1239-DCH-1273-DCH-2423-DCH-2424-DCH-1342-10-2024.pdf?rev=fc93d2cf0e3f400daaa514f13bfa1075
https://www.michigan.gov/csnfund/ceiling-and-stairlift-project
https://www.michigan.gov/csnfund

Webinar Learning Opportunities

Link to Register and to

LEARNING
CONNECTIONS
WEBINAR

Children with Special Needs Fund
Jan 30,2025 12pmto1pm
Guest Speakers: Marcia Franks & Jaque Lett

The Children with Special Needs (CSN) Fund
provides family-centered support to help
families obtain equipment to enhance quality of
life and promote health and mobility for their
child.

see the full line-up of
webinars in each of the
Learning Connections,
Navigating Health Care,
and Growing as Leaders
webinar  series offered
by The Family Center for
Children and Youth with
Special Health Care
Needs (Family Center):

Join us to learn more about eligibility, the https://dataentry.ibem-
application process, and types of items covered
by the CSN Fund.

Register at link on right or scan the QR Code

is.org/surveys/?
s=8YNLECRFPJ3RRAA4T

mDHHS Children's Special Y$‘Q

Health Care Services MIC
F
Questions? Call the CSHCS Family Phone Line 800-359-3722

“HIGAN
AMILY TO FAMILY

Dani Plan Zoom Webinar

Danl‘ ' Tuesday, February 4, 2025 7:00 — 8:00pm

Register: https://daniplan.com/webinar_organizations/

Dani Plan is an intuitive centralized hub designed to help you organize and consolidate all the infor-
mation needed to care for your loved one with special needs. From medical information to school
goals, to your child’s routines, likes, and dislikes, creating a personalized Dani Plan is simple, secure

and sharable.

Here is the replay link for our recent CSHCS Empowered Parents Dani Plan webinar:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B7uyAy3yXGql93UQIKBpFJoWIkyKKOxm/view?usp=sharing

The Dani Plan has generously offered 25% off the first year of Dani Plan to our
CSHCS families who sign up by the end of January 2025. Use code: CSH25.



https://daniplan.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B7uyAy3yXGqI93UQ9KBpFJoWlkyKK0xm/view?usp=sharing
https://daniplan.com/

Webinar and Learning Opportunities (continued)

Webinars from Michigan Alliance for Families (MAF) f"ﬁ‘.Ffi';‘E’g;‘
'or ramilies

Michigan Alliance for Families provides information, support, and education for =

families who have children and young adults (birth to age 26) who receive, or may BAEEES,

be eligible to receive, special education services. https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org

Michigan Alliance for Families parent mentors are available to support families with regard to spe-
cial education concerns. Our Ottawa County MAF parent mentor is Emiliana Urbina. Contact her
at: 616-987-0583 or email: emiliana@michiganallianceforfamilies.org

The Michigan Alliance for Families website offers information on special education issues as well
as disability-specific information. MAF hosts frequent webinars to educate families on a variety of

special education topics. MAF’s webinar schedule: www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/upcoming-

Ottawa Area ISD PAC — Did you know that each school district in the Ottawa Area

ISD has a Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) Representative that can help you navigate the
special education process, put you in touch with resources, be a listening ear, or represent your views

to administrators. Link to find your PAC Rep: www.oaisd.org/programs-services/teaching--learning/

special-education/special-education/parent-advisory-committee/
Stay tuned for a CSHCS webinar with your OAISD PAC!

TECH TUESDAY: Follow the Michigan

ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY FOR ACCESS Assistive Technology
I Program (MATP)—run by

Tuesday, February 11th, 2025 W * : 8 Michigan Disability Rights
12-1:30 p.m. e = Council—on Facebook for

the latest Assistive Tech-

Discover how assistive technology can make computers, gaming nology updates and up-
systems, and even your home more accessible in this Tech Tuesday
session! This training will share information about a variety of access
methods including: switch access, head tracking, stylus options, webinar topics.
smart home controls, adaptive keyboards, alternative mice, adaptive n

coming “Tech Tuesday”

gaming options, and more!

Michigan Assistive Technology Program

www.eventbrite.com/e/tech-tuesday-

assistive-technolog Mol Rabiive
Technology Program teCh'prOgra m/

Register Here: https:/ @

https://mymdrc.org/assistive-



https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/upcoming-events/
mailto:emiliana@michiganallianceforfamilies.org
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/
https://mymdrc.org/assistive-tech-program/
https://www.facebook.com/MIAssistiveTech

CH
Poest Toww Hall Mewng'

Tuesday, January 28 6-8PM
at Compassionate Heart Ministries

Join us as we discuss housing options for your son or daughter. Whether
you are looking for options now or the future you won't want to miss this as
we will hear from Harmony Communities, Agora Flats &

Dr. Brashears (CEO of Community Mental Health of Ottawa County).
Join us as we dive into housing and navigate this
journey as parents!

Sign up at: https://form.jotform.com/250076202709148 or by scan-
ning the QR code (below right) or emailing: ashley@compheart.org.

MENTAL HEALTH

OTTAWA COUNTY

.00
: l. COMMUNITY

DID YOU KNOW?

DID YOU KNOW? is a conver-
sation series with Dr. Michael
Brashears, Executive Director
of Community Mental Health
(CMH) of Ottawa County that
are focused on Accessing CMH
Services.

These sessions are held from

Noon — 2pm the first and
third Fridays of the month at
the CMH Board Room located
at: 12265 James St. Holland.
All are welcome!

404 Centerstone Ct. Zeeland, M| 49464

Series Details:

[} to
A Strengthen

°°°°°°°°°°°° youth & familieg Dates: 4th Tuesday of each month,

January — April 2025

2 Time: 5:00 PM - Eat & Mingle
5:30-7:30 PM - Parent Café

Location: Howard Miller Community
Center, 14 Church St., Zeeland

Cost: Free! Dinner provided with

Laughing Together Through Life’s Hiccups

TUESDAY, JANUARY

A free support event, designed for caregivers of
children with physical, developmental/intellectual,
and behavioral health needs.

registration by January 23 for the
first Café

NOTE: Childcare will not be available for
this series.

5:00pm- Eat & Mingle

Dinner Provided|*
5:30pm-7:30pm- Parent Café

*When registered by January 23
Register: https://forms.office.com/

pages/responsepage.aspx?
id=dELSApTezki_u12qFHin8e50IlNOTeoN
MlcCQLbo1cNpUMjICMzVVVVY1NDhFVT
NCSjc1VEJaMIRZOC4u&route=shorturl

Howard Miller Community Center
14 Church St., Zeeland

Questions?
Contact Kelli at KBlanchard@miOttawa.org



https://form.jotform.com/250076202709148?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1LMpusm0SKmL-OhxtuZqXi_OLpzKWC6dwkwXd9rZfspHk3CxbcqTksWio_aem_DuxgNpVqkRYhZNmfcxfJxQ
https://www.grpm.org/accessibility/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=dELSApTezki_u12qFHin8e5OlN0TeoNMlcCQLbo1cNpUMjlCMzVVVVY1NDhFVTNCSjc1VEJaMlRZOC4u&route=shorturl

EVENTS (continued)

Sixth Annual Rare Disease Day “Bridging the Gaps”

Rare Disease
NETWORK

Saturday, February 22, 2025 9 am — 4 pm
Prince Conference Center

Calvin University, Grand Rapids

This FREE event brings together people with rare diseases, caregivers and families, medical pro-
fessionals, researchers, advocates and students to share knowledge and experiences, while en-

couraging and supporting one another.

Keynote speakers will discuss how medical care and research around rare disease is evolving
and improving and the state of rare disease in Michigan for this year’s Bridging the Gaps-themed

event .

Break out sessions to learn about navigating insurance and finances, recent advances in re-
search, therapy services, and rare disease-focused careers.

Learn more and register here: https://calvin.edu/events/rare-disease-network

Illll_"'I{l-'Eﬂll)
LIIGE

adventure sports park

Universal Accessibility Day

Muskegon Luge Adventure Sports Park
Tuesday, February 4th from 1:00 — 7:00 pm.

Adaptive equipment and assistance available,
ensuring that everyone—no matter their abil-
ity—can enjoy activities like luge, XC skiing, ice
biking, ice skating, and snowshoeing!

Participation is FREE, but spots are limited—
RSVP today to secure your spot here:
https://msports.org/open-house-RSVP/

GRAND
RAPIDS
PUBLIC

GRPM Sensory
Sundays

MUSEUM The second Sunday of every

Be curious month from 10 am — 5 pm
The Grand Rapids Public Museum (GRPM) is
offering Sensory Sundays on the second

Sunday of every month from 10 am — 5 pm.

Sensory Sundays reduce sensory barriers like
loud noises and bright lights in the Museum to
create a more welcoming environment for visi-

tors with sensory processing needs.

Learn more about accessibility at the GRPM to
help you plan your trip at this link:
https://www.grpm.org/accessibility/

Note: The carousel is out of service until summer ‘25.



https://calvin.edu/events/rare-disease-network/

EVENTS (continued)

SIBSHOPS

Did you know? Sisters and brothers will likely have the longest-

Ottawa County

lasting relationship with a sibling who has special needs or disa- Winter/Spring Dates
bilities. During their lives, they will experience the unique joys and
) ' February 1
| concerns their parents do, yet few will have the chance to talk M h 1
arc
about their experiences with other siblings who ‘get it”.
May 3
Brothers and sisters of children with special needs, disabilities, April Sibshops
and chronic illness have a group that’s just for them. Sibshops! Events TBD

Sibshops are peer support groups that offer a safe and engaging
Sibshops meet from

space for siblings to learn, have fun, meet and be supported by
9:00 — 11:00 am

other children who understand what it’s like to have a sibling with

special needs. Interested in having your child(ren) participate in &
Sibshops? Contact Andrea Vugteveen: 616-460-3781.
famll
Center

These monthly Sibshops are for brothers and sisters who are 6-13 years of age.

They will have fun with other sibs who understand the unique experience of having a sibling with
special needs. The will have the opportunity to share about their experiences and feelings, learn
about their siblings special needs and new ways to cope with the challenges that come with being
a sibling of a child with special needs. Mostly, they’ll have lots of fun.

Andrea Vugteveen is the Sibshops facilitator. To sign up or for more information, contact her at
amvugteveen@gmail.com or 616-460-3781. Sibshops are held at Faith Reformed Church located
at: 220 W. Central Ave., Zeeland. There is a participant fee is $10 per child. Scholarships availa-
ble. Follow Ottawa County Sibshops on Facebook.

FREE Virtual Music Therapy Fun for All Ages & Abilities
The first Wednesday of every month from 6:30 pm —7:30 pm

From Community Music School (CMS) College of Music at Michigan State University.
Sponsored by Down Syndrome Association of West Ml and Mid M| Autism Association.

Register by the Saturday before each monthly event, by sending the participant’s first and last
name, birthdate, phone, and email to: Cathy Blatnik: 517-381-1410 or blatsie63@yahoo.com.

Disclaimer: Special Kids’ Corner Newsletters contain information and resources (with internet links) that may be useful
to families with special needs. The content is for your consideration only and not endorsed by Children’s Special Health

Care Services of Ottawa County.


https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064056094564
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/assistance-programs/cshcs/the-family-center-for-children-and-youth-with-special-health-care-needs-family-center

