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Executive Summary

Gastrointestinal (GI) Illness

• GI illness activity in Ottawa County is 
back to expected levels.

• GI illness activity in school/childcare 
settings is within expected limits. 

• GI illness is within expected levels 
within in healthcare settings.

• There are no current active outbreaks 
in schools or healthcare settings.

• One (1) complaint has been reported in 
September (Sep. 1-30) so far.**

Norovirus

•  Nationally – Comparable to this 
time last year. Slightly elevated.

• Midwest Region (Census Region 
2) – Comparable to this time last year. 
Slightly elevated.

Select Reportable Enteric 
Illnesses (past 3 months)

• Cases within or below expected limits 
for:
• Cryptosporidium 

• Cases above expected limits:
• Cyclospora, Salmonella, 

Campylobacter, STEC
• Increased detection of Salmonella, 

Campylobacter, and STEC cases in 
July 2026 likely reflect more testing, 
not necessarily more illness. The 
cyclosporiasis outbreak had providers 
ordering more enteric panels, and 
those panels catch several pathogens 
at once.

*Norovirus positivity = Percentage of positive Norovirus PCR tests (reported by laboratories).

**Foodborne illness (FBI) complaints are community-reported cases and may not match official enteric illness data (see slides 8-11).

https://www.cdc.gov/surveillance/nrevss/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/surveillance/nrevss/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/surveillance/nrevss/index.html
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Syndromic Surveillance for Gastrointestinal (GI) Illnesses in Ottawa County

• The proportion of Ottawa County Emergency Department and Urgent Care visits with GI illness was 10.7% during the week ending September 26, 2026.
• This is an increase from the previous week (9.6%).

Figure 1: Percentage of Emergency Department and Urgent Care Visits with GI Illnesses 

Table 1: Emergency Department (ED) and Urgent Care (UC) 
Visits with GI Illnesses – Last 8 Weeks

Data through September 26, 2026

MMWR 
Week

Week-Ending 
Date

GI Visits
Total 

ED/UC 
Visits

Percent of 
ED/UC Visits

31 8/8/2026 296 2541 11.6%
32 8/15/2026 232 2342 9.9%
33 8/22/2026 270 2327 11.6%
34 8/29/2026 266 2309 11.5%
35 9/5/2026 268 2284 11.7%
36 9/12/2026 234 2394 9.8%
37 9/19/2026 236 2454 9.6%
38 9/26/2026 254 2363 10.7%
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Gastrointestinal (GI) Illness Surveillance from Reporting Schools, Child Care, and Healthcare

Figure 2: Percent GI Illnesses in Schools and Child Care by Week Figure 3: Percent GI Illness in Healthcare Visits by Week

Suspected outbreak of GI illness 
reported during week-ending 

7/20/24 contributed to this 
observed increase.

Data through September 26, 2026

GI Illness in Schools/Child Care
• For the week ending September 26, school/childcare settings reported 

0.7% of enrollees had GI illnesses (up slightly from the previous 
week 0.6%).

• This is lower than the 2023-2024 (0.9%) season and slightly higher 
than the 2024-2025 (0.6%) season. 

GI Illness in Healthcare
• For the week ending September 26, 2.0% of visits were for GI illness (up 

from 1.2% the previous week). 
• This is slightly higher than past seasons (2023-2024: 1.4%, 2024-2025: 

0.8%).
There are no current GI outbreaks in long term care facilities.

Increased local healthcare 
visits associated with 
national Cyclospora 

outbreak.
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Norovirus Test Positivity in the United States and Midwest

Figure 4: Norovirus Test Positivity* by Week, United States

*Norovirus positivity is the percent of positive Norovirus PCR tests among all Norovirus PCR tests conducted by reporting laboratories. All data reported here are 3-week moving averages. Similar data are unavailable at the State level.
^Midwest refers to census region 2. For more information about census regions refer to The National Respiratory and Enteric Virus Surveillance System (NREVSS) | NREVSS | CDC.

Figure 5: Norovirus Test Positivity* by Week, Midwest^

**Week ending September 26, 2026 data was not available at the time of publication.
Note: Recent weeks generally have fewer tests reported, potentially due to lag in reporting. Recent weeks' positivity may change over time as a result. Data through September 19, 2026

US Norovirus Positivity

For the week ending September 19**, US norovirus positivity was 9.6% 
(up from 9.3% the previous week), and higher than last year (8.7%).

Midwest Norovirus Positivity

For the week ending September 19**, Midwest norovirus positivity was 
11.3% (up from 11.2% the previous week), and higher than last year 
(7.9%).

https://www.cdc.gov/nrevss/php/dashboard/index.html
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Foodborne Illness (FBI) Complaints Reported in Ottawa County

Note: Complaints reported as “Food poisoning (foodborne illness)” starting in January 2021 are included in the graph above.
*Complaints from 9/1/26-9/30/26.

Data through September 30, 2026

Foodborne Illness Complaints in September*
• September 1-30, 2022-2026:

•2026: 1 complaint
•2025: 7 complaints
•2024: 7 complaints
•2023: 3 complaints
•2022: 5 complaints
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Surveillance for
Select Reportable Enteric Diseases 
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Campylobacter Surveillance

Data Interpretation: The turquoise (bottom) line on the graph shows the lower limit (baseline) threshold for the expected number of cases. The coral (top) line on the graph shows the upper 
limit threshold for the expected number of cases. The blue bars on the graph represent the observed monthly number of Ottawa County cases for the disease of interest by referral date.
Methods: Case data obtained from the Michigan Disease Surveillance System (MDSS) using the following criteria: Case is classified as a Confirmed or Probable case; Investigation status is 
Active, Completed, Completed Follow-up, New, or Review; Case counts by month are based on case referral date; Case resides in Ottawa County. Periodic regression was performed utilizing 
the following options: Analysis method: five years of case data; Prune dataset: no pruning (0% percentile); Select model: linear 1-year periodicities (M1.1) with 95% prediction interval.
Notes: Case counts are considered preliminary and may change in future reports. Outbreak-associated cases are excluded from upper and lower limit calculations (turquoise and coral lines).
Sources: MDSS, https://periodic.sentiweb.fr/

Upper limit Lower limit Case count

Reviewed; no evidence of 
a cluster or outbreak

Reviewed; no evidence of 
a cluster or outbreak

Data through September 30, 2026

Reviewed; no evidence of 
a cluster or outbreak

Reviewed; independent out-of-
state or international travel 

reported (8 cases); no 
evidence of a local cluster or 

outbreak

Reviewed; 
independent out-of-
state or international 

travel reported 
(6 cases, unknown 

for 2, and the 
remainder reported 

no travel); no 
evidence of a local 
cluster or outbreak

https://periodic.sentiweb.fr/
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Cryptosporidium Surveillance

Data Interpretation: The turquoise (bottom) line on the graph shows the lower limit (baseline) threshold for the expected number of cases. The coral (top) line on the graph shows the upper 
limit threshold for the expected number of cases. The blue bars on the graph represent the observed monthly number of Ottawa County cases for the disease of interest by referral date.
Methods: Case data obtained from the Michigan Disease Surveillance System (MDSS) using the following criteria: Case is classified as a Confirmed or Probable case; Investigation status is 
Active, Completed, Completed Follow-up, New, or Review; Case counts by month are based on case referral date; Case resides in Ottawa County. Periodic regression was performed utilizing 
the following options: Analysis method: five years of case data; Prune dataset: no pruning (0% percentile); Select model: linear 1-year periodicities (M1.1) with 95% prediction interval.
Notes: Case counts are considered preliminary and may change in future reports. Outbreak-associated cases are excluded from upper and lower limit calculations (turquoise and coral lines).
Sources: MDSS, https://periodic.sentiweb.fr/

Upper limit Lower limit Case count

Family cluster
(4 cases)

Outbreak associated 
with local petting zoo 

(17 cases)

Family cluster 
(3 cases)

Data through September 30, 2026

Reviewed; no evidence of 
a cluster or outbreak

Outbreak associated 
with local barn (3 cases)

https://periodic.sentiweb.fr/
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Salmonella Surveillance

Data Interpretation: The turquoise (bottom) line on the graph shows the lower limit (baseline) threshold for the expected number of cases. The coral (top) line on the graph shows the upper 
limit threshold for the expected number of cases. The blue bars on the graph represent the observed monthly number of Ottawa County cases for the disease of interest by referral date.
Methods: Case data obtained from the Michigan Disease Surveillance System (MDSS) using the following criteria: Case is classified as a Confirmed or Probable case; Investigation status is 
Active, Completed, Completed Follow-up, New, or Review; Case counts by month are based on case referral date; Case resides in Ottawa County. Periodic regression was performed utilizing 
the following options: Analysis method: five years of case data; Prune dataset: no pruning (0% percentile); Select model: linear 1-year periodicities (M1.1) with 95% prediction interval.
Notes: Case counts are considered preliminary and may change in future reports. Outbreak-associated cases are excluded from upper and lower limit calculations (turquoise and coral lines).
Sources: MDSS, https://periodic.sentiweb.fr/

Upper limit Lower limit Case count

Outbreak associated 
with a local event 

(4 confirmed cases)

Data through September 30, 2026

Reviewed; 
independent international travel 

reported (7 cases); no evidence of 
a local cluster or outbreak

Local outbreak associated 
with a one-time event. 
Investigation ongoing 

(28 cases documented)

Between July and 
August, ten noted out 

of state travel, two 
were associated with 
a national outbreak, 
and the remainder 

showed no evidence of 
a cluster.

Review is 
ongoing; 2 

reported out of 
state travel. No 
two cases noted 

the same 
potential 

exposure.

https://periodic.sentiweb.fr/
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Shiga toxin-producing E. coli (STEC) Surveillance

Data Interpretation: The turquoise (bottom) line on the graph shows the lower limit (baseline) threshold for the expected number of cases. The coral (top) line on the graph shows the upper 
limit threshold for the expected number of cases. The blue bars on the graph represent the observed monthly number of Ottawa County cases for the disease of interest by referral date.
Methods: Case data obtained from the Michigan Disease Surveillance System (MDSS) using the following criteria: Case is classified as a Confirmed or Probable case; Investigation status is 
Active, Completed, Completed Follow-up, New, or Review; Case counts by month are based on case referral date; Case resides in Ottawa County. Periodic regression was performed utilizing 
the following options: Analysis method: five years of case data; Prune dataset: no pruning (0% percentile); Select model: linear 1-year periodicities (M1.1) with 95% prediction interval.
Notes: Case counts are considered preliminary and may change in future reports. Outbreak-associated cases are excluded from upper and lower limit calculations (turquoise and coral lines).
Sources: MDSS, https://periodic.sentiweb.fr/

Upper limit Lower limit Case count

Data through September 30, 2026

Multistate outbreak 
(13 cases)

Reviewed; no evidence of 
a cluster or outbreakReviewed; no evidence of 

a cluster or an outbreak

Reviewed; no evidence of 
a cluster or outbreak

Reviewed; no evidence 
of a cluster or outbreak

Reviewed; no evidence 
of a cluster or outbreak

Reviewed; three of five 
cases reported travel 

prior to onset. No 
evidence of cluster or 

outbreak.

Review is ongoing;
two of five reported 
travel prior to onset.

https://periodic.sentiweb.fr/
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Cyclosporiasis Surveillance

Background: In late June 2026, an outbreak of Cyclospora was detected in Michigan that has since expanded to include multiple states. More information about cases in Michigan can be found 
here: https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/keep-mi-healthy/infectious-diseases/infectious-disease-outbreaks.
Source for Figure: MDSS 

Data through September 30, 2026

Elevated case count 
associated with a multistate 

outbreak
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Additional Resources

Gastrointestinal (GI) Illness Data Sources:
• GI illness ED and UC visit data obtained from Michigan Syndromic Surveillance System (MSSS)
• GI illness data in schools/child care facilities obtained from weekly reporting provided by such facilities in the community
• GI illness healthcare visit data obtained from weekly reporting by healthcare providers and laboratories in the community

Norovirus Data Sources:
• USA Norovirus Positivity Rate obtained from The National Respiratory and Enteric Virus Surveillance System (NREVSS) – National Trends 

Summary: https://www.cdc.gov/surveillance/nrevss/index.html
• Midwest (Census Region 2) Norovirus Positivity obtained from The National Respiratory and Enteric Virus Surveillance System (NREVSS) – 

Regional Trends Summary: https://www.cdc.gov/surveillance/nrevss/index.html

Select Enteric Disease Sources: 
• Monthly case counts obtained from MDSS
• Periodic Regression Source: Pelat C, Boëlle PY, Cowling BJ, Carrat F, Flahault A, Ansart S, Valleron AJ. Online detection and quantification 

of epidemics. BMC Med Inform Decis Mak. 2007 Oct 15 ; 729 – application available at https://periodic.sentiweb.fr/  

https://www.cdc.gov/surveillance/nrevss/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/surveillance/nrevss/index.html
https://periodic.sentiweb.fr/
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