Planting Guide:
Pollinator Patch

Golden

Alexanders

A hardy,
early-blooming
species produces
clusters of bright
yellow flowers. It
supports a wide
range of pollinators in
the early season—
including native bees,
butterflies, and
beneficial insects, and
serves as a host plant
for the Black
Swallowtail caterpillar.

Hairy
Beardtongue
Produces delicate,
tubular lavender-pink
flowers in late spring
to early summer that
are attractive to
hummingbirds and
provide nectar for a

variety of native bees.

This adaptable
species is very
important for early
season pollinator
activity.

Flowering Calendar

A variety of flowering periods were incorporated to ensure that there is constant bloom and visual interest throughout the summer.

Lanceleaf

Coreopsis
Another
drought-tolerant
species with bright
daisy-like flowers that
bloom in early
summer: It attracts
bees, butterflies, and
other beneficial
insects and birds love
the ripe seeds in fall.
Self-seeds readily, and
will fill in gaps in
garden.

These species provide abundant pollen and nectar sources throughout the year and are larval
host plants for a variety of native insects. They were carefully selected to provide options that

Butterfly

Weed

Larval host plant for
the monarch butterfly
and a critical nectar
source for a variety
of species throughout
the summer: Its deep
taproots make this
species extremely
drought tolerant.

Winter stems will provide visual structure and critical wildlife habitat all year.
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Bee Balm

Aka “Wild Bergamot,”
supports a wide
variety of pollinators,
including specialist
bees and moths. A
member of the mint
family, which gives it
its square stem and
makes it resistant to
deer and rabbit
browsing. Its aromatic
foliage is rich in
essential oils and

is commonly used for
teas and medicinal
purposes. Self-seeds
readily, and will fill in
gaps in grarden.

August

Prairie
Dropseed

A graceful,
fine-textured grass
that forms
fountain-like clumps
and produces airy,
fragrant seed heads in
late summer: Its
unique arching
structure provides
year-round habitat for
wildlife and its seeds
provide songbirds
with food.

Showy

Goldenrod
Showy Goldenrod is
a late-season
powerhouse with
golden-yellow flower
clusters that bloom
from August to
October. Unlike some
goldenrods, it's
clump-forming and
non-aggressive,
making it garden
friendly. Critical late
season nectar source
for migrating
monarchs and other
pollinators.

September

are well adapted to dry and sandy soils and are common throughout much of our region.
These species are drought and heat tolerant and will enjoy full sun (6+ hours a day).

Smooth Blue
Aster

Produces masses of
blue-purple flowers in
late summer and fall,
offering critical nectar
for pollinators when
other blooms fade,
especially for
migrating monarchs. It
is highly valuable for
late-season bees and
butterflies and its
seeds are popular
with birds.

October

Plant a Garden. Grow the Future.



Layout

This layout is well suited for yards and residential areas. Shorter species were prioritized during planning and plants are
placed accordingly to keep shorter species at the edge, and taller species near the center and back. This is a
recommended starting point, but you are highly encouraged to customize it and substitute your favorite species,
especially if some are not commercially available. There are 3 recommended “levels” provided to give flexibility to your

Quantities

Select what level your garden will be
based on the sizes shown in layout. The

below amounts show how many of each
plant you will need per level.
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Substitutions
These were selected to provide species that have the same bloom time, fill similar ecological roles, and are roughly the same height as the standard species.
Butterfly Weed

Whorled Milkweed

Dense Blazing Star
Purple Coneflower

Smooth Blue Aster
Sky Blue Aster

New England Aster
Aromatic Aster

Bee Balm

Virginia Mountain-Mint
Spotted Joe Pye Weed
Common Boneset

Golden Alexanders
Wild Columbine
Black-Eyed Susan
Golden Ragwort

Hairy Beardtongue
Foxglove Beardtongue
Prairie Smoke

Wild Strawberry

Lanceleaf Coreopsis
False Sunflower
Black-Eyed Susan
Spotted Horse-Mint

Prairie Dropseed
Little Bluestem
Prairie June Grass
Side-Oats Grama

Showy Goldenrod
Stiff Goldenrod
Gray Goldenrod
Hairy Goldenrod

Find more planting guides and info at miottawa.org/connectedcountypark



