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Hol | and, M chi gan
Cctober 28, 2025 - 4:00 p.m
PROCEEDI NGS

WATER RESOURCES COWM JCE BUSH. Al right. Wl
wel come, everybody. Welcome to the new Hol |l and Comunity
Center. If anyone had a chance to walk around in there, it's
really nice. |'mglad our taxpayer's noney is going to
somet hing very recreational

Anyway, |'m Joe Bush, the Qttawa County Water
Resour ces Conmi ssioner, also known as the Drain Conm ssioner.
And you're probably wondering why are we here today neeting
in this meeting of a Board of Determnation.

And we're here today because we received a
petition. You can either receive a petition fromthe
townshi p, road conmm ssion, MDOT, or the people. W have a
peopl e petition today. Sone of you mght be the signatures
of that petition.

Because what we found out in that red-lined area,
that drain district over there, there is a lot of issues in
this drain district.

So there was a petition request. And when there is
a request, | have to performand give thema petition to go
get signatures. And that's why we're here today.

Once we get a petition in our office, then we have
to hold a Board of Determnation. And that's why -- and it
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has to be held in the townshi p somewhere.

Usual Iy we have these either at the township, which
I's occupied, or the fire barn, which is occupied this week.
So we're here at the Holland Community Center. So that's why
we're at this location. It has to be in the township.

The other piece of this is | have to appoint a
t hree-nenber board that are -- have no lands affiliated with
anything in Holland Township, and they also don't live in
sai d Hol | and Townshi p.

These three gentlenen have done nmany of these BODs
in the past, they've done quite a few of these in the |ast 13
years. But they have no properties, again don't live here.

Wien | appoint three board nenmbers, nunber one,

t hey shoul d know Drain Code, that's why we're here. Per
Drain Code, state |aw says you have to hold a Board of
Det er m nati on.

Number two, they understand drainage; and number
three, they know how to run a neeting. So they know how to
run a neeting. They all cone fromleadership roles in their
own townships. And I'll do introductions in a second.

These three gentlenen have not been out here to see
any of the issues so they have no idea. W have to hold a
Board of Determnation with the public hearing, whichis in
the agenda for public testinmony. W like to hear fromyou

folks. That's why we invite the whole district, everybody in
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that red line. If you can see that red |ine over there for
t he boundary, or if you see a map, everybody within that red
line got a notice to be here today to give public testinony.

These three gentlenen, they will nake a decision
after testinony whether to make this a project or not. They
don't know a scope, we haven't done the engineering.

W did alittle engineering to have a Board of
Det erm nation, which Prein & Newhof is behind ne and 'l do
introductions in a second. But they do enough to hold a
Board of Determ nation on the issues to get the petition
started, that's why we're here. But we don't do an in depth
engi neering study, or spend a |ot of noney, because this
board coul d say, Joe, we don't see a necessity.

Their only job today is to say, is it necessary or
not to nove forward with a project. That's their only job
t oday.

And it's you fol ks, for public testinony, to tel
themthe issues out there.

| can tell them the engineer can tell them but
with a petition | need to hear fromthe property owners as
well. So | amglad you' re here. So thank you for taking the
time in your afternoon, towards evening to be here.

The other piece is if they don't decide to nove
forward, then the petition will no |onger nove forward, if

they say it doesn't nove forward.
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| f they decide to vote on it and if it noves
forward, then we'll keep noving with engineering, and the
engineer will get into that when he gives his presentation

The other piece is for a petition, it's -- | can
only spend as a Drain Comm ssioner or Water Resources
Conmmi ssi oner, 10,000 per mle, per year, per drain. So this
drain district, I can only technically spend $10,000 on it,
on drain maintenance.

And we're going to be over that by all the issues
out there. That's why a petition was required -- or | said,
hey, mght as well do a petition because there is no way
drai n mai ntenance -- we've been out there in the past and
we'll do a presentation on other repairs we've made.

But there are nore repairs to be made, and based on
your engineering report that Lucas will do, you'll see that
firsthand. 1'msure some of these will be in your back yard
that he's looking at taking pictures.

So it's over the maintenance limt. And that's
when a petition is necessary. So that's when that started.

Again everything today is court reported. That's
not required by state law, but | do that for transparency.
And a year fromnow we'll say, what did Joe say, or what did
the board say, or what did anybody say. Well it's public
testinony, everything is court reported.

| ve been doing this since the day | got elected on
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all of ny Board of Determnations only because a secretary
can't keep up with everything happening. So we court report
it, and in about four to six weeks, Margie, who is our court
reporter, will have it back. And it will be put on our
website and anybody can read them |f you're interested
about any of our BODs on the website, go to MOQtawa. org,

| ook under Water Resources, |ook under petitions, and you can
see all the mnutes fromall the Board of Determnations that
we have had.

But | think it's very inportant that we catch
everything. So for public testinony, cone up, give your
nane, address and talk into the mke so she can capture that
and get it reported for you.

Again, these will be four to six weeks afterwards,
it wll be on ny website. So again, we encourage public
i nvol vement in this. Don't be scared.

"Il go ahead and do introductions. | already
I ntroduced Margie, she's been wonderful. She's done all ny
BODs since | got elected in 2013.

W have Ken Souter on the far left, he has over 35
year's experience with the road conmm ssion

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER: A little nore than that.

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH Ch, a little nore
than that. He's got over 35 year's experience fromthe road

conmm ssion. He's from Port Shel don Townshi p.
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In the center we have R ch VanderKl ok. He was a
board menber in CGeorgetown Township for many years, has since
retired. But he's ran these BODs as wel | and he knows his
pur pose here.

Then we have Mark Bennett, he is the Tall nadge
Townshi p supervisor. So he's again a leader in his township.
He's had BODs, he didn't run those, but he's had BODs in his
own -- well actually they all three have had BODs in their
own townships. So now they're serving here in Holland
Township to run the BCD today.

For nore introductions, again, we have Lucas behind
me. Lucas Timmrer fromPrein & Newhof, we have Jack from
Prein & Newhof.

W have two of ny staff, maybe a few have tal ked to

Tia, she's ny secretary. And then ny Chief Deputy, Emly, is

with us.

And then we have \yne --

MR WARREN SMTH  Wrren.

WATER RESOURCES COW JOE BUSH  -- Warren. Last
week we had BCDs and | still called himthe same thing.

W\ have VWarren from Holland Township. He's here in
the place of Steve Bulthuis.

And the road conm ssion is not here today. But
Jerry O man fromthe road conm ssion usually shows up at

t hese.
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He did call and said he was busy, but they usually
are supportive of these because we work hand in hand with the
road conm ssion. Because a |lot of these issues, they're
either in the road, or in backyards. So we always work with
the road conmi ssion.

Once | give these three gentlemen the oath, they'l
run the meeting, pick a chair, secretary. And then I'm happy
to answer any questions, but they pretty nuch run this
meeting and | step back and it's their legal duty, after
swear themin, to run the neeting.

| don't think I'mm ssing anybody.

W'l go ahead. Gentlenmen, please rise and raise
your right hand.

Do you each solemly swear that you will faithfully
performand di scharge the duties inposed upon you, as
required by |aw, as nenbers of the Board of Determ nation
appoi nted by the tawa County \Water Resources Conm ssioner,
to determne the necessity for the maintenance and
| nprovenent of the Autumm Meadows/Deerfield Village Drain,
| ocated in Holland Charter Township in Otawa County,
gent | emen?

BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER: | will.

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK: | will.

BOARD MEMBER MARK BENNETT: | will.

WATER RESOURCES COW JCE BUSH. Thank you, and
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here is the mke for you three.

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK: Qur first item of
business will be to elect a chairperson. |Is there a notion
to el ect a chairperson?

BOARD MEMBER MARK BENNETT: M. VanderKl ok, | woul d
motion that -- | would notion that M. VanderKl ok serve as
chai rperson

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK: A notion has been
made. |s there support?

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER: There has been support
for that.

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK: A notion has been
made and supported to appoint Rich VanderKl ok as chairperson.

Al those in favor, say, "Aye."

BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER:  Aye.

BOARD MEMBER RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.

BOARD MEMBER MARK BENNETT: Aye.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  And then we need the
el ection of a secretary.

And | would nake the notion that Mark Bennett serve
as chairperson (sic).

|'s there support?

BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER:  Support that.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Support.

Al those in favor, say, "Aye."
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BOARD MEMBER KEN SOQUTER  Aye.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.

BOARD MEMBER MARK BENNETT: Aye.

BOARD CHAIR RI CH VANDER KLOK:  That is passed.

Then we have rul es of public comment because we
want to be able to hear fromall of you, or as many of you as
you'd |ike to coment.

So | would nake a notion that public comment be
limted to three m nutes.

|'s that supported?

BOARD SECRETARY MARK BENNETT: So noved.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Moved and support ed.

Al those in favor, say, "Aye."

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOQUTER  Aye.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.

BOARD SECRETARY MARK BENNETT:  Aye.

BOARD CHAIR RI CH VANDER KLOK:  That's carri ed.

W' ve al ready heard from Joe about the role and
function of the board and the procedural history for this.

And our next itemon the agenda will be to hear
fromLucas fromPrein & Newhof. Lucas?

ENG NEER LUCAS TI MMER:  Thank you, Rich.

Can everyone hear me okay? Once again nmy nane is
Lucas Timer. | ama civil engineer and project manager for
Prein & Newhof out of Holland. Qur office is right here on
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120t h and James.

| also grewup in the area, | group up in Steaders
Bor ough across the street. So maybe | grew up on the wong
side of the street, you guys can nmake that deci sion.

| look forward to presenting to you today about
Meadows/ Deerfield Village Drain.

Let me go to the next slide.

So the Autumm Meadows/Deerfield Village Drain is an
existing stormwater drain system So this nei ghborhood has
had it be a county drain since April of 1997.

So interestingly enough, when Deerfield Village and
Deerfield Village Number 2 were set up, they weren't set up
as a county drain. But when Autumm Meadows came in later and
tied into that, that's when the system becanme a county drain.
So that was in April of 1997.

And it was established under Section 433 of the
M chigan Drain Code of 1956. So if you ever find yourself
bored at night and need to fall asleep, it's a good read.

So under Drain Code, which is a state law that is
set up that provides the process for how we do these drain
projects, one of those processes is if there is an existing
county drain like this, there could be sonething called a
petition,

So some of you guys in this roomworked on getting

this petition to be signed. You guys live in the
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nei ghbor hood, you had drainage issues. You got a petition
fromQtawa County, you signed it. And once Qtawa County
received this petition, then we are required to have this
Board of Determ nation under Drain Code.

So as Joe mentioned, we did do some prelimnary
engi neering. W can't, under Drain Code, dive in very deep
and figure out what a project is, because there nmay or may
not be a project, depending on what this three-panel board
det er m nes.

So what we did though is we reviewed utility record
drawings. So we work al so as Hol l and Township's engi neer.

W have another engineer in our office that works for Holland
Township, and he has all the record plans for the water main
and the sanitary sewer and the stormsewer. So we were able
to review those records to determ ne how your storm sewer
systemwas set up

W al so reviewed your plat maps. So we reviewed
Deerfield Village, Deerfield Village Nunber 2, Autumm
Meadows, Autumm Meadows Nunber 2, and Autumm Meadows Nunber
3.

And in general, these drains were constructed in
1997, and Autumm Meadows 3 is the newest. That was
constructed in 2001. And that's the southern portion of your
the northern portion of your nei ghborhood in general is what

was constructed in '97, '98.
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So once we | ook at that, we are able to delineate a
drai nage district. So | wll show you on the next slide the
map of the drainage district.

The drainage district, in a sense, is a watershed.
So when we were in grade school we |earned how we are in the
Lake M chigan watershed, right where our runoff gets into the
Bl ack River and that ends up getting into Lake M chigan,

Drai nage districts are watersheds.

So you guys at Deerfield Village are in the
Deerfield Village watershed. So it's a small watershed, that
ends up going into another drain called the Nunber 4 and 43.
That's that streamthat you see at Perry and 104th. It's
fl ooded several tines. | renmenber seeing that as a kid.

And that's in a sense how your watersheds work is
you can have smal| watersheds draining into bigger and bigger
wat er sheds.

So we're able to determne that drainage district
boundary by using a programcalled @S. |magine Google Mps,
but with a ot nmore data and infornmation on there, |ike
contours and aerials and record plans that we can gather from
t hat .

And we're able then to draw up your drai nage
district boundary. Jack and | have also visited the site.
Jack was there |ast week. W had a good rain -- | don't

recall what day it was.
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ENG NEER JACK HOFFMAN. It was on \Wednesday.

ENG NEER LUCAS TI MMER: On Wednesday, we had a good
rain and Jack wal ked through all the backyards to check out
sone of the drainage issues. Because that's generally, from
our understandi ng, where you guys are having drainage
probl ens.

So this map that you also got in the mail, this map
shows the boundary as pink. Your map nmay have shown it as
red, but that pink area is the watershed.

So all the land within that pink area is considered
contributing runoff. So when it rains, your rainwater is
either going into the road, then the stormsewer system
which is the county drain; or into the backyards which al so
has storm sewer systens. So that is our watershed boundary.

You can also see on this map a | ot of blue |ines.
You see blue lines that are within the roadway, and you'l
notice catch basins on the road. Those are the grates that
water will get into in your roadway.

Sone of you guys have probably been in your
backyard and seen catch basins in the backyard where the
water is supposed to go into. And that pipe thenis
considered part of the county drain system

So the green lines here are easenents. So when
your nei ghborhoods were set up, they were set up as plats.

And as part of those plats, there was Iands or |ike |and
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protection given to the Gtawa County Water Resources
Commi ssioner to maintain the stormsewer back there.

So often these backyards then have a, typically
it's a 10-foot easenent on your property, and it would be
10-foot then on your neighbors if you share a property line,
for a 20-foot w de easenment. And that would then be the work
area where if they ever had to work on the drain, they'd have
to work within that easenent.

So this is just a map that shows sone of the
drai nage issues fromrecent inspection reports. So Joe
handed us inspection reports dating back already to 2016.

And Joe had close to 40 inspection reports that have cone in
fromvarious property owners, several of themeven three or
four times over the years that have had drai nage issues.

Sone of you guys nay have been those property
owners, and have had issues addressed where the pipe had been
dug up because it had a root ball init. Sone of you may
have drainage issues right now that need to be addressed.
We'll go into nore information on that.

But generally, this isn't one localized area that
has issues. Essentially it's pretty nuch the nmajority of the
nei ghbor hood, besides the southern portion of the
nei ghbor hood, which is also the newest section of the
nei ghbor hood.

So the next slide just some photos of the area that
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we went and we wal ked through. So this was done |ast week
when we went around after the stormevent. So you can see an
exanpl e of sone of the ponding. | think this was probably a
fairly common sight. It was for ne back in Steaders Borough
as wel |, where you have sone ponding in the backyard and the
area not draining, and some gradi ng concerns. This was near
Sumrerwood Drive and the other one was Lynwood Lane.

So this next one is located near, that would be
Sentry Road, or actually Lynwood Lane, and we have sone
ponding there as well that Jack was able to take a picture
of .

This was one that we noticed as well and found this
interesting, this is for the properties that |ive along
Wodfield Drive on the eastern part of your nei ghborhood.

The properties on Wodfield Drive have the pleasure
of getting the majority of the stormwater that cones from
all of the Autumm Meadows and a good portion of Deerfield
Village Number 2, and it all drains into a very |arge 36-inch
di ameter plastic pipe.

And because of grade issues, their pipe is actually
above ground in areas. So it's a really unique setup. The
pipe itself is having some issues with cracks that are
concerning to the property owner. |f that pipe ended up
failing, it would end up inpacting not only the people on

Wodfield Drive, but a lot of the honeowners essentially
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south of Sentry Road woul d be inpacted if that pipe had an
issue. So that's what | believe was one of the nmain causes
of this petition,

There have al so been sink holes formng. A lot of
these pipes in the backyard are plastic. Plastic pipe,
unfortunately, what we've discovered, and this has been a big
probl em for Joe throughout the area, when you have plastic
pipe in these backyards, a lot of time after homes are
constructed and you have a | ot of equipment driving over it,
your plastic pipe goes fromround, to elliptical, or squished
In a sense.

QO her issues we've had with plastic pipe are tree
roots. Property owners will nmove in, they start grow ng
their trees. They don't realize they have a storm sewer pipe
in their backyard. And those tree roots are -- know how to
find their way into pipes.

And they can cause huge root balls, that's what we
call them and that can end up causing flooding. So that's
been a fairly common issue in this neighborhood is root balls
formng in pipes.

W have other areas too. And people mght not even
realize it, but their landscaping may bl ock drainage. So
this is an exanple near Sentry Road and Wodfield Lane where
| andscapi ng was put in, and the catch basin is within that

| andscaping. And you'll end up getting some ponding in that
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area, and the landscaping in a sense blocks it. So the water
can't get into that catch basin because there is this

al um num edging that, in a sense, prevents the water from
getting into the catch basin.

So this is another property that we had on Sentry
Road, where even with some of the drainage issues it could be
how hones are graded. This home here at 1389 had a | ot of
water, in a sense, ponding right next to the house, which is
obviously a concern for that property owner there.

| n Aut umm Meadows nei ghbor hood, south of W nterwood
Drive, we had sone areas where a lot of the sunp punps are
having issues. You guys probably, if you've been there a
| ong tine, you probably renmenber the '08-'09 storns, the
100-year stornmns.

| renmenber those in our neighborhood, and you know
how i nportant a sunmp punp is when you go through a stormlike
that. And you nmay have still flooded even with that sunp
punp. But we've noticed that sone sunp punps are above
ground, so they're just dunping all that water into the back
yard causi ng pondi ng issues.

There are sone sunp punps that are underground that
tieinto the pipe directly and sone of those sunp punps too
are having issues.

Those often are nore private issues. But if our

pipe is having issues and your sunp is connected to it, then
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you coul d al so have issues because of the pipe. So one of
those areas is in Autum Meadows plat there that we noticed
where the sunp punp was aboveground and causing fl oodi ng

| ssues.

So we've got wet areas formng in backyards behind
Wodfield Drive. That's a sign of it being clay and al so
being wet. That's another issue we have.

QG her things too is many people don't know
necessarily they have a drain in their backyard. So they
construct a shed right over the drain, not know ng that that
shed then can bl ock drainage for their neighboring
properties.

So when we wal ked back there and | ooked at the
drains, we noticed a |ot of backyards had fences or sheds.
And even sone of those fences coul d have been put in and
stabbed right into the pipe, and people didn't even know what
t hey were doing was causing an issue, but it ends up causing
a problemfor people upstream of them

Here is another exanple of standing water in a
person's backyard here. Mre standing water. So we're
starting to notice a common thread here. Lots of issues of
standi ng water and concerns with pipes.

Here is another issue with |andscaping with how
properties were graded with standing water. So this property

owner may have put |andscaping in and didn't realize then
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that it ended up creating a pond thensel ves that now can't
get into the storm sewer system

One of the big things that we want to address, and
that you guys are all aware of too is you guys live with
clay, right? So in reality, when you have the type of clay
that you have, and you can see that screen shot there from
one of your old record plans, | |ooked at all the record
plans for your neighborhood for all the utilities that were
put in and we did soil borings. So we bored into the ground
to figure out the soils.

And this is what came back every single tine is
that you have stiff to very stiff brown to gray silty clay.
So Ken Souter, who is a Board Menber, is an engineer.

And, Ken, how does clay drain?

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  Above ground.

ENG NEER LUCAS TIMVER: That's right. Above
ground. So that's one of the things we have to be aware of,
that, yes, your pipes may have issues, you're probably going
to still have some ponding. It's going to be hard to prevent
any ponding in a clay neighborhood, just like it can be hard
to keep grass growing in the summer in a sandy nei ghborhood
when you don't sprinkle, right?

So | just want you guys to be aware of that that we
woul d want to | ook into solutions, but we nay not be able to

renove any sort of wet spot in your yard because you live in
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a very clay area.

It means you have very beautiful green yards during
the summer, but it means during nine months of the year, it
coul d be mushy, especially in the winter when snow nmelts, and
in the spring when the ground has been frozen for a while.

So generally these clay soils do not drain well and
that can cause major issues.

So followng this we woul d encourage you guys to go
up to the podium state your nane and address, and any
concerns that you have with drainage, and you wi Il have that
time with the public testinony,.

Fol  owi ng that, then the Board will determne the
necessity of the petition based on public health, welfare
and/ or conveni ence.

So if deemed necessary by the Board, then
mai nt enance above that 10,000 per mle of drain can occur on
the drain. Which in a sense, with all the issues we're
having and issues with that 36-inch pipe, issues with
backyard pipes, with sink holes, we would need to exceed that
10, 000 per nile.

| f deened not necessary by the Board, then no
further action will occur. So in a sense what's left with
the drain and the issues that are left, would be left inits
current state.

So fromthere, you guys may be wondering what woul d
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happen if it is deened necessary by the Board.

What woul d happen then is we as the engi neer woul d
work on project design. W'd want to talk to many of you
guys, get an idea of what your issues are.

One of the things we'd want to do too is run a
canera through your backyard stormsewers. So Joe has done
that multiple times from2016 to 2025, but we'd want to have
in a sense a lot of those areas televised by a camera to see
iIf there are root balls, or other debris that are preventing
drai nage, causing that area not to drain well.

Once we do that, we determne a project, we then
put it out for bids. So it would be publicly bid out to
various contractors in the area. And then we would go with
the lowest qualified bidder. So we'd want to make sure the
contractor is also qualified to work in your backyards.

After the project is bid and project costs are
determned, a day of revieww || be held to review
apportionments. To some of you this may be new. Wth drain
projects, they need to be funded. And drain projects, Joe
doesn't have a magical pot of nmoney. The taxes, in a sense
that we have, don't go to the Otawa County \Water Resources
Commi ssi oner.

How drain jobs are set up throughout the state is
that the county, and the county road comm ssion pay, based on

benefits to public roads; Holland Township pays an at |arge
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amount that is determned by the Water Resource Comm ssioner
based on benefits to public health, convenience or welfare.
And the remaining costs then that didn't go to the county,
the Water Resources Commi ssioner, or the township, go onto
the property owners.

So that would nean then that there would be an
assessnment on the property owners. And at that point, after
the project is designed, and it's understood what the project
woul d be, you would be getting a letter then notifying you
what your assessment would be to, in a sense, help with the
drain. And you'd be invited to that day of reviewto talk
about that assessnent.

That's how the typical process works. In the
future if there was a mnor issue that happened, Joe can
still do the 10,000 per mle of drain under Drain Code. So
If there was a small issue with a sink hole that he could
qui ckly fix, he could go back there and quickly fix it.

QG her options include having a new petition. So
say 20 years fromnow there is another big bunch of issues in
your nei ghborhood, and Joe couldn't fix it beyond the $10, 000
per mle, per drain, you' d be invited to another neeting |ike
we're at today. And there would be another Board of
Det erm nation where the Board would then determne if the
proj ect was necessary.

So in the future too, all assessnents would go to
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Hol | and Township, Ottawa County, Ottawa County Road
Comm ssion, and parcels within the district.

So that's the end of ny presentation. Thank you,
Boar d.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you, Lucas.

Do any of the Board menbers have any questions for
Lucas at this tine?

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOQUTER: At this point, since |'m
not really famliar with this particular plat, the ones --
the lines that you show on the back lot lines, were those put
in as under drains, socked pipe? O was it, were they
actually stormsewers in the back there?

ENG NEER LUCAS TI MMER: They were actually storm
sewers. It would have been nice |like you are suggesting, if
they put an under drain too to drain the sand trench. But
they're 8-inch to 12-inch stormsewer, not perforated.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  Non- perforat ed.

ENG NEER LUCAS TIMMER: That's our understandi ng.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  They're intended to pick
up at isolated areas? In other words, they have catch
basi ns?

ENG NEER LUCAS TI MVER:  Yes, that's correct,
they're intended to pick up at catch basins in the backyard.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER: Because there is a | ot of

stormsewer in this subdivision for having this nmany
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probl ens.

One other question. Are there any actual ponding
areas in this subdivision where you actually have storm sewer
retention?

ENG NEER LUCAS TI MVER:  Thank you, Ken, | should
have expl ai ned that.

So general |y the whol e nei ghborhood drains to the
north, and there are two detention ponds to the north there.
There is one located at the -- if you see Wodfield Lane near
104t h Avenue, and you go to the end of the cul -de-sac, there
Is a pond there located at the southeast corner of Perry
Street and 104t h.

And that drains the Deerfield Village plat which
was the first plat in there. And the remaining four plats
that were devel oped has a | arge pond | ocated north of
Wodfield Drive, right next to the Nunber 4 and 43 drain,
which is where in a sense all your water goes to the north
and gets into the ponds, and then goes into the Number 4 and
43 Drain.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER: That's the |ight green
col or?

ENG NEER LUCAS TIMVER  Yes, the light green
colored area with a little blue on it is the detention pond.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Mark, do you have

any?
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BOARD SECRETARY MARK BENNETT: Just one quick one.

So all of the drains in this particular district
are under the jurisdiction of the Water Resources
Conm ssioner, so as to say there is no orphan drains that
we're aware of here?

ENG NEER LUCAS TIMMER. Well we can go into some of
the technicalities. Some of it may have not been fornmally
established when it was established in '97. Sone of the
| anguage that was put in in the establishnent was in a sense
alittle lazy where they didn't do an engineer's description,
they just said include all drainage.

So right now the purpose though is to make sure for
this Board of Determnation that it would all then be
established, which is what the intent was when it was done.

BOARD SECRETARY MARK BENNETT: Thank you.

ENG NEER LUCAS TI MVER:  Yep, good questi on.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you.

Warren, you're here for Holland Charter Township
Do you have any comments to nmake before we go to public
comrent ?

HOLLAND TOMNSHI P WARREN SM TH:  No, no conmments.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Not hing from you?

Then we'll open it up for public conment. And |'m
going to ask that you cone forward and use the m ke, and

state your nane and your address, and you will have three
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m nut es.

So we'll start in the back. And we'll start with
you, sir, in the back, if you have any coments, if you'd
cone forward, state your name and address. Oherwise we wll
nove on --

UNKNOMWN SPEAKER:  No comment .

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Then directly
across, in the back row?

MR, TESFAE TEKABE: Hello, everybody. M name is
Tesfae. Thank you for having us here. | live at 10324
W nterwood Drive.

And | believe one of those pictures the pipe that
s sticking up was ny backyard. So in our case, the problem
t hat happened was about six weeks ago, the sunp punp was
runni ng, continuously. So my wife called a plunber, and they
worked on it, and they replaced it with a brand new punp.

And they wal ked away. So we thought the problemis done.

But what they did not do was the punp was actually
working, it was just not pushing the water out.

So when the stormcane, our house got terribly
fl ooded. And when we called themthe second time they went
out and that's when they dug outside and they cut the pipe
and they found out -- about eight feet fromthe main drain is
where they cut it.

So up to that point, like 30 feet is clear fromny
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house to that is clear with that pipe that you see.

But the next step, which is about eight feet to the
main drain, they said was bl ocked, because they put a canera
init. So |l wanted to dig -- by the way, but then | was told
-- | did not know of any of this thing existed, drain
conmm ssi on or anything.

But the association then, | then check with them
and found out | should not go digging wthout checking.

So | called Joe's office, and then | learned a |ot,
about com ng here and so on and so forth.

So right now the problemthat we are really worried
about is our pipe is out, and which neans it is pooling water
right there. And when the freeze cones, it's going to
freeze. So the new punp and all that isn't going to help at
all. And it's going to flood again.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Sure.

MR, TESFAE TEKABE: But right now, we had the
drywal | is cut two feet or three feet fromall the basement.
| nearly |ost about 3000 books. A lot of themare still,
what do you call it, it has nold and stuff on it, | so m ght
have to toss it out.

So all the built-in shelves we noved out and
everything we noved out. So we're waiting, we can't do
anything until we hear what the next step is.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Ckay.
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BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER: What did you find was the
bl ockage?

MR TESFAE TEKABE: They said they thought it was a
root.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  Root s?

MR TESFAE TEKABE: Yes. But they couldn't tell me
if it was in our pipe or after the pipe has actually
connected with the big pipe. So clearing that is not a
possibility wthout digging the whole thing up

BOARD CHAIR RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Right. Okay. Thank
you.

MS. LEAH TESFAE: Do | get to talk too? It's not a
group --

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: W will need your
name and address, please.

MS. LEAH TESFAE: M name is Leah. [|'malso at
10324 W nt er wood.

We nmoved in in April of '99. The house to the east
of us was not yet built, there was nothing graded. It was
just native grasses when we noved in.

Qur house was graded, we were the |ow spot at that
point. The neighbor who noved in, and had that first house,
when they excavated they noticed that there was some standing
water. Well of course, there was piles of dirt as you get

when you' re building a house.
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He had his yard graded six inches higher than ours,
whi ch woul d have been okay, except his yard is between us and
the drain.

And then in addition to that, he put a bermin
bet ween our yard and that drainage. So | think that's
contributing to our problem | don't knowif that is
involved in the scope of this project, just wanted to bring
It up as a matter of course.

And maybe you noted that too, but that water
pondi ng was significantly worse since then

BOARD CHAIR RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Ckay, thank you.

Now | et's nove to this side, sir?

And the lady next to hin? If you have a conmment,
cone forward. Gve your address and your -- your nane and
your address, please.

M5. KELLY HODGES: Hi, |'mKelly Hodges. And we
live at 1425 Wodfield Drive. Qur house backs up -- we're
like right here (indicating). So we have this little
drai nage part right here.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: \What was your
address agai n?

MS. KELLY HODGES: 1425 Wbodfield Drive.

So a few years ago, and you can correct me if |'m
wong on this, but we had that whole drain had to be repl aced

because we had significant water that was standing there,
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you're famliar?

ENG NEER LUCAS TI MVER  Yes.

MS. KELLY HODGES: So they did all that, worked out
wel |, we didn't have any nore standing water.

And then just recently we're getting a little bit
of it. Sol'mjust worried that it's going to happen again,
that we're going to have a lot of standing water there
because the water isn't draining toward the main -- toward
the south --

UNKNOAN SPEAKER:  Nort h.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SCUTER:  Nort h.

M5. KELLY HODGES: So I'ma little concerned about
t hat .

The other thing is we personally, our home, just
recently we had, sonewhat simlar to you (indicating) where
our sunmp punp just kept running and running after we just had
alittle bit of rain. W haven't had a lot of rain recently.
And it just kept running and running.

Call ed the plunber, he came out, that kind of
stuff.

\\ al so had to have some -- what do | want to cal
it, in the foundation, had to have some foundation work done
on a crack, so we thought that they had damaged the pipe
| eading out to the -- our sunp punp |eading out to the drain.

So the plunber had -- they scoped it, they did al
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the canera work and everything. And they went all the way
out to that drain. And come to find out the drain had roots,
again. And then also when they did replace that pipe, they
did not connect our pipe to the drain.

And so roots were able to growin, and all this.

So a thousand dollars later, that's what it costs to get that
out .

And then we obviously called Joe, so they're in the
process of taking care of that hopefully for us.

So anyways, they did end up fixing the pipe,
believe, right, to the drain? So hopefully we won't have any
nmore issues then because our sunp punp was perfectly fine.

It was just that they found all the things.

Qur nei ghbor behind us, | don't knowif it's 1331,
maybe, they're not the original owners of this home. So you
have to renenber when people nove into these houses, it's not
their fault all the time. |It's just that because of that
drain having to be replaced, there is at |east three or four
trees that are right on that drain, and they' re dead.

And when this last stormhit one of those dead
trees came down, flying down.

And so | don't know whose responsibility that is.
So when you are dealing with the drain that has |andscaping
onit, or if you have sonething that's covered up, whose

responsibility is it for that to be taken care of? And does
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anybody tell them hey, you know what, that has caused this
damage.

So, again, it's not their fault because they didn't
put inthe trees. But, it's just causing a little bit of a
havoc with all the roots. And we have trees too. So we're
not totally innocent, |"'msure, in all of this too.

But | just wanted to express what we've been going
t hr ough.

BOARD CHAIR RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Ckay.

M5. KELLY HODGES: | think it's a good thing for
you to be looking at this so that a | ot of these honeowners
don't have to go through what these poor people have gone
t hr ough.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Sure.

And now, sir?

UNKNOMN SPEAKER: Al set.

BOARD CHAIR RI CH VANDER KLOK:  You're good. Now
let's go to the back row there, sir? The lady wth the gray
hair and the man next to you, either one of you, if you'd
come forward and give us your nane and your address, please.

MR. DALE MXES: Dale Mes, 1332 Wodfield Drive.

| did not intend to cone up here so ny remarks
m ght be sonmewhat junbled. But our problems started with
Salina Shores (ph), a subdivision to the east of us.

Wen we noved in and built our hone, the ground
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| evel was the same or bel ow our backyard. And they dug a
hole and built -- they're above us now by 10 feet. That did
not hel p.

Until this past sumer, our subdivision (sic) ran
24 hours a day through the winter. And | think there is sone
high level water continually flow ng through there. W were
getting water from 104t h.

And we coul d see water running between the house to
the west of us, that comes between the houses, down the slope
and through our backyard, was a gateway for the Little's
backyard. And they woul d have at times a foot of water
standing in their backyard.

This past summer, they did do sone repair on 104th,
and that sure hel ped nmy sunp punp.

But there is -- well | can wal k over the backyard
when it rains, and you'll sink down to your ankles. So there
is definitely a water problem

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Ckay. Thank you.

Next? Yes, sir? Your name and your address,
pl ease.

MR. CHAD CARLSON: Chad Carlson, 1354 Wodfield
Drive. My lot is right here (indicating) in the northeast
corner what we're looking at, it's alittle bit of an unusua
shape.

So the low part of the drain pipe that goes, that
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Is elevated but covered by terrain, we're at the | ow end of
that where that feeds into the creek. O course the clay is
thick underneath, right, we can feel that. W don't have a
| ot of grass -- or a lot of soil on top of that so we get to
clay pretty quickly so we understand. And certainly we
signed the petition, we want to be very supportive of our

nei ghbors who instigated a | ot of this.

Al ong the east edge of my property line, whichis
above where the drain pipe runs towards the creek, we have a
nunber of trees that we inherited when we bought this house,
they're privacy trees. So if you | ook east of our property,
Switchgrass Lane, which is on the far right side of your nmap
woul d go straight into our backyard.

So the privacy that we enjoy right now we hope we
can continue to enjoy, whether there is work on that or not
because headlights were comng directly into our house. And
now we see just a little bit of that when the |eaves fall

So those are still alive, that's sort of our only
maj or concern. But otherwi se we certainly recognize that in

our nei ghborhood there are sone water issues and we want to

privacy with the trees on top of that.
BOARD CHAIR RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you.
Either of you folks? O both? Name and your

address, please.

be supportive of our neighbors. And we also want to keep the
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MR JEREM AH LI TTLE: Jerem ah Little, 1340
Wodfield Drive.

And if you could flip back to the one where the
pipe is kind of popping out fromthe dirt. That's actually
in my backyard. | brought sone additional pictures.

| don't know if you guys want to see these. These
pictures were taken in April of 2020. And you can see it's
relatively smoth and flat along there.

That is currently what it |ooks |ike (indicating).
And then -- in August of '24, they |looked Iike this, and you
can see in these pictures from2020, it kind of collects al
the water, it collects from--

UNKNOMWN SPEAKER:  Can you hold the m ke cl oser?

MR. JEREM AH LITTLE: Yes. A lot of water collects
froma handful of these backyards and kind of funnels through
my backyard and kind of turns into a river.

In 2020 you can see it would travel all the way
down along that ridge out to the creek

And now it flows into these holes, right along that
pi pe, and just kind of disappears into the earth. So I'm
sure it's not doing any good under the pipes or around the
pi pes.

But, yeah, and like he said, I'Il have six inches
or nore of standing water, flow -- not standing water, it's

actually flow ng water noving across the backyard when it's
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actively raining.
BOARD MEMBER KEN SOQUTER:  This is your home right

here?

MR, JEREM AH LI TTLE:  Yes.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER: And the problemis back
here?

MR. JEREM AH LITTLE: Yes, it's kind of between the
t wo.

ENG NEER LUCAS TIMVER: Ken, it's unique there
because they put in a 36-inch pipe, but then part of it is
above grade. So they put some fill above grade so then
behind that pipe, the water sits behind that pipe too.

MR. JEREM AH LITTLE: It feels like it's kind of
pushing up. Like over the years it's relatively flat and
smoot h here.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Sure.

MR. JEREM AH LITTLE: A little bit of a hunp,
but --

BOARD SECRETARY MARK BENNETT: Heaving a little
bit.

MR. JEREM AH LI TTLE: So definitely a problem

BOARD CHAIR RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Woul d you Iike your
pi ctures back?

MR JEREM AH LITTLE: You can keep themif you'd
li ke.
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BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER  Thank you.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Thanks.

Comrent? Yes, sir? Your nane and your address,
pl ease.

MR BRYANT SMTH  Hello, ny nanme is Bryant Smth.
| live at 1348 Whodfield, which is right next door to
Jerem ah, and the Little famly.

So we share the sanme problens essentially. W
moved into our house about seven to eight years ago. And we
knew there was sone | evel of pipe there, but it had some
grass and terrain that were over it. So it didn't appear to
be a problem

Year after year, after year, after year, the grass
and that clay and that dirt started to come off the top of
that pipe, and that drain, and that drain started to elevate
hi gher and hi gher and higher. So each year it got
progressively worse.

Most recently, | was working with Joe and his
of fice, because the pipe is now exposed, but it's also
starting to see sonme cracking in the pipes as well.

So what that leaves for us and the Little famly
all that water is comng and running through our yard
essentially.

So we went through the process of the petition to

have this nmeeting. Thank you for your time, of course.
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we don't do something now, it will continue to get worse.

And at least for nmy famly, we have young children, we |ike

be.

And we'd like to see it inprove or get better, or

It's just going to continue to be a yard we can't use.

So thank you for your tine. And thank you, Joe.
And thank you, neighbors for comments.

BOARD CHAIR RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Thank you. In the
front row? |f you'd like to nake a conmment ?

Sure. Your nane and your address?

MR FRANK TUMA: It's a little hard getting
started.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER: | can understand that.

MR FRANK TUMA:  Frank Tuma, 1404 Wodfield Lane.

| always support this project. | honestly didn't
realize there was so many problens throughout the whole --

that's nmy wife. W had the second, the Hodges, we've been

there. | swear they put in three sticks of pipe last time
they were out there because it was full of roots, or tree
linbs, it |ooked Iike.

So -- and that's about the second tinme in the six

But it's really starting to get to a point where if

to use our yard. And it's really not as usable as it should

some type of maintenance. And our fear is if we don't, then

dealing with a couple of the problens over the years with Joe
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years | have been in the neighborhood that it had to be done
because, well they had a pond. I'mnore -- | would be to the
north of the oval.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  You're in here?

BOARD CHAIR RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Ri ght here?

MR FRANK TUMA: Yes. So I'msitting alittle
higher there. And the problemwas right in the mddle It
started, | guess by your place, basically, well those trees,
those cottonwood trees, and a few w || ow trees.

So | watched the guys the one year pull a root
ball, but | call it a root snake, it was 20 foot |ong, out of
probably a 12-inch PVC pi pe.

So but, boy this is -- these folks are having sone
real problens. And I'mon our HOA Board as the treasurer
but | try to take interest in all of this.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Sure.

MR FRANK TUMA: And make sure, you know -- | guess
| just didn't know, nobody told me you guys were having such
a big deal until it was -- started the petition,

So anyway, thank you, Joe, for helping us out, even
though we didn't really -- legally in the drainage map. |'m
sure it was under 10,000, | hope.

That's all | have to say.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Ckay, thank you,

sir. Any comments?

scheduling@fortzlegal.com fortzlegal.com Toll Free: 844.730.4066



© o0 N o o B~ w NP

I N N N S N T T i o e
O D W N P O © 0 N o 0o NN W N P o

OTTAWA COUNTY - BOARD OF DETERMINATION MEETING Job 45331
TRANSCRIPT, MEETING 10/28/2025 41

UNKNOAWN SPEAKER:  No, | pass. But | love ny
nei ghbor hood.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: Good. That will
concl ude our public coment, unless there is anyone who
passed the first tine and didn't speak and would |ike to make
a comment at this tine?

Not seeing anyone, then | nove that the public
comment period be closed.

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:  Support that.

BOARD CHAIR RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Moved and supported.

Al'l those in favor say, "Aye."

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOQUTER  Aye.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.

BOARD SECRETARY MARK BENNETT: Aye.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK: That's carri ed.

Then thank you to all of you, and to those of you
who made comments. That's very hel pful and informative for
us.

And now | would like to ask Mark if he has any
comrents. And then I'll ask Ken if he has any comments
before we nake any notions.

BOARD SECRETARY MARK BENNETT: Thank you, Rich,
"Il just echo real quickly Rich's conments. It's very
encouragi ng to know you fol ks care enough about your |oca

nei ghbor hood and your government to cone out to speak. |
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wi sh nore people would get involved, particularly at the
| ocal |evel.

Up in Tallnadge Township we do share a wi de array
of public involvenent, but it's always nice to see people
cone out so kudos to you fol ks, thank you.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Ken, do you have any
coment s?

BOARD MEMBER KEN SQUTER: |'m an engi neer, so
under stand what the problens are here. And mainly, a |ot of
it sounds like it's a grading problem getting the water to
the drains. Your cottonwoods, and | understand that type of
tree, they are a pest. And it wouldn't hurt to actually get
rid of any or all of them Certain trees aren't too bad, but
cott onwoods are bad.

So | think it's pretty nuch understandable that you
guys have problems. | understand it.

BOARD CHAIR RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Yes. Yes, thank
you, Mark and Ken. And that's true, your comments certainly
highlight the issues that you're facing.

And therefore, a notion would be in order. And
woul d make the motion that the maintenance and inprovenent is
necessary and conducive to public health, convenience and
wel fare.

BOARD SECRETARY MARK BENNETT: I'll second that

notion, M. VanderKl ok
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BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Moved and support ed.

Al those in favor, say, "Aye."

BOARD MEMBER KEN SOQUTER  Aye.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLOK:  Aye.

BOARD SECRETARY MARK BENNETT: Aye.

BOARD CHAIR RI CH VANDER KLOK: And that is carried.

Lucas, do you have any cl osing coments?

ENG NEER LUCAS TI MMER.  Yes, thank you, Board. We
definitely have some issues. W're aware of a lot of the
| ssues.

A lot of the things that Joe was able to do under
the 10,000 in a sense were nore or less like a band-aid fix
because Joe can't do a mgjor fix with the noney that he had,
with it not being maintenance.

So we'll be looking into your systems. Make sure
you signed in, we want to meet with you, talk with you and
make sure we're aware of what's going on here because we'd
like to get nore feedback and understanding of all the issues
you guys are having.

So thanks for show ng up today.

BOARD CHAIR RI CH VANDER KLOK: Before | declare
adj ournment, |'ll ask Joe to speak for just a moment about
t he appeal process.

WATER RESOURCES COW JOE BUSH: So | don't think
anybody is going to appeal this, but | definitely have to
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mention it per Drain Code.

| f anybody wanted to appeal today's necessity
hearing of the Board of Determ nation, you can do that 10
days fromtoday at circuit court. | don't think anybody is
in favor of that but | wanted it recorded that that
opportunity is there for sonebody to appeal it.

| do appreciate you taking about an hour of your
time to come and give testinmony, let these gentlemen hear
fromyou folks. | can say it all day long, | deal with this
I ssue in the whole county, these kind of issues.

But this is your neighborhood, and this is your
backyard so | wanted to hear fromyou folks. And that's why
the Board of Determination and the Drain Code is there.

So, again, thank you for your tine. And Lucas
commented on they' |l be contacting everybody, and they'll be
in your backyard, himand Jack. Don't be afraid if you see
these two gentlemen, but they'Il call you and et you know
when they're comng, there won't be no surprises.

That's all |'ve got, M. Chair.

BOARD CHAI R RI CH VANDER KLCOK:  Thank you

W thout objection, | declare that we are adjourned,
t hank you again for com ng

(Board of Determnation - Autum

Meadows/ Deerfield Village Drain concluded at 5:00 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON OF COURT REPORTER AND NOTARY PUBLI C

STATE OF M CH GAN )
) SS
COUNTY OF OTTAVA )
| certify that this transcript, consisting of 45
pages, is a conplete, true, and correct record of the Autum
Meadows/ Deefield Village Drain Board of Determ nation held in
on Cctober 28, 2025, to the best of nmy ability.
| also certify that | amneither attorney, nor
counsel for, nor related, nor enployed by any of the parties
to the action in which this exam nation is taken; further
that | amnot a relative or enployee of any attorney of
counsel enployed by the parties hereto or financially
Interested in this action.
DATE: Novenber 6, 2025

ﬂjnjorz'e tovey
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M chi gan License CSR-2616
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