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·1· · · · · · ·Holland, Michigan

·2· · · · · · ·October 28, 2025 - 4:00 p.m.

·3· · · · · · · · · · · · · PROCEEDINGS

·4· · · · · · ·WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:· All right.· Well

·5· ·welcome, everybody.· Welcome to the new Holland Community

·6· ·Center.· If anyone had a chance to walk around in there, it's

·7· ·really nice.· I'm glad our taxpayer's money is going to

·8· ·something very recreational.

·9· · · · · · ·Anyway, I'm Joe Bush, the Ottawa County Water

10· ·Resources Commissioner, also known as the Drain Commissioner.

11· ·And you're probably wondering why are we here today meeting

12· ·in this meeting of a Board of Determination.

13· · · · · · ·And we're here today because we received a

14· ·petition.· You can either receive a petition from the

15· ·township, road commission, MDOT, or the people.· We have a

16· ·people petition today.· Some of you might be the signatures

17· ·of that petition.

18· · · · · · ·Because what we found out in that red-lined area,

19· ·that drain district over there, there is a lot of issues in

20· ·this drain district.

21· · · · · · ·So there was a petition request.· And when there is

22· ·a request, I have to perform and give them a petition to go

23· ·get signatures.· And that's why we're here today.

24· · · · · · ·Once we get a petition in our office, then we have

25· ·to hold a Board of Determination.· And that's why -- and it



·1· ·has to be held in the township somewhere.

·2· · · · · · ·Usually we have these either at the township, which

·3· ·is occupied, or the fire barn, which is occupied this week.

·4· ·So we're here at the Holland Community Center.· So that's why

·5· ·we're at this location.· It has to be in the township.

·6· · · · · · ·The other piece of this is I have to appoint a

·7· ·three-member board that are -- have no lands affiliated with

·8· ·anything in Holland Township, and they also don't live in

·9· ·said Holland Township.

10· · · · · · ·These three gentlemen have done many of these BODs

11· ·in the past, they've done quite a few of these in the last 13

12· ·years.· But they have no properties, again don't live here.

13· · · · · · ·When I appoint three board members, number one,

14· ·they should know Drain Code, that's why we're here.· Per

15· ·Drain Code, state law says you have to hold a Board of

16· ·Determination.

17· · · · · · ·Number two, they understand drainage; and number

18· ·three, they know how to run a meeting.· So they know how to

19· ·run a meeting.· They all come from leadership roles in their

20· ·own townships.· And I'll do introductions in a second.

21· · · · · · ·These three gentlemen have not been out here to see

22· ·any of the issues so they have no idea.· We have to hold a

23· ·Board of Determination with the public hearing, which is in

24· ·the agenda for public testimony.· We like to hear from you

25· ·folks.· That's why we invite the whole district, everybody in



·1· ·that red line.· If you can see that red line over there for

·2· ·the boundary, or if you see a map, everybody within that red

·3· ·line got a notice to be here today to give public testimony.

·4· · · · · · ·These three gentlemen, they will make a decision

·5· ·after testimony whether to make this a project or not.· They

·6· ·don't know a scope, we haven't done the engineering.

·7· · · · · · ·We did a little engineering to have a Board of

·8· ·Determination, which Prein & Newhof is behind me and I'll do

·9· ·introductions in a second.· But they do enough to hold a

10· ·Board of Determination on the issues to get the petition

11· ·started, that's why we're here.· But we don't do an in depth

12· ·engineering study, or spend a lot of money, because this

13· ·board could say, Joe, we don't see a necessity.

14· · · · · · ·Their only job today is to say, is it necessary or

15· ·not to move forward with a project.· That's their only job

16· ·today.

17· · · · · · ·And it's you folks, for public testimony, to tell

18· ·them the issues out there.

19· · · · · · ·I can tell them, the engineer can tell them, but

20· ·with a petition I need to hear from the property owners as

21· ·well.· So I am glad you're here.· So thank you for taking the

22· ·time in your afternoon, towards evening to be here.

23· · · · · · ·The other piece is if they don't decide to move

24· ·forward, then the petition will no longer move forward, if

25· ·they say it doesn't move forward.



·1· · · · · · ·If they decide to vote on it and if it moves

·2· ·forward, then we'll keep moving with engineering, and the

·3· ·engineer will get into that when he gives his presentation.

·4· · · · · · ·The other piece is for a petition, it's -- I can

·5· ·only spend as a Drain Commissioner or Water Resources

·6· ·Commissioner, 10,000 per mile, per year, per drain.· So this

·7· ·drain district, I can only technically spend $10,000 on it,

·8· ·on drain maintenance.

·9· · · · · · ·And we're going to be over that by all the issues

10· ·out there.· That's why a petition was required -- or I said,

11· ·hey, might as well do a petition because there is no way

12· ·drain maintenance -- we've been out there in the past and

13· ·we'll do a presentation on other repairs we've made.

14· · · · · · ·But there are more repairs to be made, and based on

15· ·your engineering report that Lucas will do, you'll see that

16· ·firsthand.· I'm sure some of these will be in your back yard

17· ·that he's looking at taking pictures.

18· · · · · · ·So it's over the maintenance limit.· And that's

19· ·when a petition is necessary.· So that's when that started.

20· · · · · · ·Again everything today is court reported.· That's

21· ·not required by state law, but I do that for transparency.

22· ·And a year from now we'll say, what did Joe say, or what did

23· ·the board say, or what did anybody say.· Well it's public

24· ·testimony, everything is court reported.

25· · · · · · ·I've been doing this since the day I got elected on



·1· ·all of my Board of Determinations only because a secretary

·2· ·can't keep up with everything happening.· So we court report

·3· ·it, and in about four to six weeks, Margie, who is our court

·4· ·reporter, will have it back.· And it will be put on our

·5· ·website and anybody can read them.· If you're interested

·6· ·about any of our BODs on the website, go to MIOttawa.org,

·7· ·look under Water Resources, look under petitions, and you can

·8· ·see all the minutes from all the Board of Determinations that

·9· ·we have had.

10· · · · · · ·But I think it's very important that we catch

11· ·everything.· So for public testimony, come up, give your

12· ·name, address and talk into the mike so she can capture that

13· ·and get it reported for you.

14· · · · · · ·Again, these will be four to six weeks afterwards,

15· ·it will be on my website.· So again, we encourage public

16· ·involvement in this.· Don't be scared.

17· · · · · · ·I'll go ahead and do introductions.· I already

18· ·introduced Margie, she's been wonderful.· She's done all my

19· ·BODs since I got elected in 2013.

20· · · · · · ·We have Ken Souter on the far left, he has over 35

21· ·year's experience with the road commission.

22· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:· A little more than that.

23· · · · · · ·WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:· Oh, a little more

24· ·than that.· He's got over 35 year's experience from the road

25· ·commission.· He's from Port Sheldon Township.



·1· · · · · · ·In the center we have Rich VanderKlok.· He was a

·2· ·board member in Georgetown Township for many years, has since

·3· ·retired.· But he's ran these BODs as well and he knows his

·4· ·purpose here.

·5· · · · · · ·Then we have Mark Bennett, he is the Tallmadge

·6· ·Township supervisor.· So he's again a leader in his township.

·7· ·He's had BODs, he didn't run those, but he's had BODs in his

·8· ·own -- well actually they all three have had BODs in their

·9· ·own townships.· So now they're serving here in Holland

10· ·Township to run the BOD today.

11· · · · · · ·For more introductions, again, we have Lucas behind

12· ·me.· Lucas Timmer from Prein & Newhof, we have Jack from

13· ·Prein & Newhof.

14· · · · · · ·We have two of my staff, maybe a few have talked to

15· ·Tia, she's my secretary.· And then my Chief Deputy, Emily, is

16· ·with us.

17· · · · · · ·And then we have Wayne --

18· · · · · · ·MR. WARREN SMITH:· Warren.

19· · · · · · ·WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:· -- Warren.· Last

20· ·week we had BODs and I still called him the same thing.

21· · · · · · ·We have Warren from Holland Township.· He's here in

22· ·the place of Steve Bulthuis.

23· · · · · · ·And the road commission is not here today.· But

24· ·Jerry Olman from the road commission usually shows up at

25· ·these.



·1· · · · · · ·He did call and said he was busy, but they usually

·2· ·are supportive of these because we work hand in hand with the

·3· ·road commission.· Because a lot of these issues, they're

·4· ·either in the road, or in backyards.· So we always work with

·5· ·the road commission.

·6· · · · · · ·Once I give these three gentlemen the oath, they'll

·7· ·run the meeting, pick a chair, secretary.· And then I'm happy

·8· ·to answer any questions, but they pretty much run this

·9· ·meeting and I step back and it's their legal duty, after I

10· ·swear them in, to run the meeting.

11· · · · · · ·I don't think I'm missing anybody.

12· · · · · · ·We'll go ahead.· Gentlemen, please rise and raise

13· ·your right hand.

14· · · · · · ·Do you each solemnly swear that you will faithfully

15· ·perform and discharge the duties imposed upon you, as

16· ·required by law, as members of the Board of Determination

17· ·appointed by the Ottawa County Water Resources Commissioner,

18· ·to determine the necessity for the maintenance and

19· ·improvement of the Autumn Meadows/Deerfield Village Drain,

20· ·located in Holland Charter Township in Ottawa County,

21· ·gentlemen?

22· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:· I will.

23· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:· I will.

24· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER MARK BENNETT:· I will.

25· · · · · · ·WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:· Thank you, and



·1· ·here is the mike for you three.

·2· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:· Our first item of

·3· ·business will be to elect a chairperson.· Is there a motion

·4· ·to elect a chairperson?

·5· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER MARK BENNETT:· Mr. VanderKlok, I would

·6· ·motion that -- I would motion that Mr. VanderKlok serve as

·7· ·chairperson.

·8· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:· A motion has been

·9· ·made.· Is there support?

10· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:· There has been support

11· ·for that.

12· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:· A motion has been

13· ·made and supported to appoint Rich VanderKlok as chairperson.

14· · · · · · ·All those in favor, say, "Aye."

15· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:· Aye.

16· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER RICH VANDER KLOK:· Aye.

17· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER MARK BENNETT:· Aye.

18· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· And then we need the

19· ·election of a secretary.

20· · · · · · ·And I would make the motion that Mark Bennett serve

21· ·as chairperson (sic).

22· · · · · · ·Is there support?

23· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:· Support that.

24· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Support.

25· · · · · · ·All those in favor, say, "Aye."



·1· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:· Aye.

·2· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Aye.

·3· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER MARK BENNETT:· Aye.

·4· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· That is passed.

·5· · · · · · ·Then we have rules of public comment because we

·6· ·want to be able to hear from all of you, or as many of you as

·7· ·you'd like to comment.

·8· · · · · · ·So I would make a motion that public comment be

·9· ·limited to three minutes.

10· · · · · · ·Is that supported?

11· · · · · · ·BOARD SECRETARY MARK BENNETT:· So moved.

12· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Moved and supported.

13· · · · · · ·All those in favor, say, "Aye."

14· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:· Aye.

15· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Aye.

16· · · · · · ·BOARD SECRETARY MARK BENNETT:· Aye.

17· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· That's carried.

18· · · · · · ·We've already heard from Joe about the role and

19· ·function of the board and the procedural history for this.

20· · · · · · ·And our next item on the agenda will be to hear

21· ·from Lucas from Prein & Newhof.· Lucas?

22· · · · · · ·ENGINEER LUCAS TIMMER:· Thank you, Rich.

23· · · · · · ·Can everyone hear me okay?· Once again my name is

24· ·Lucas Timmer.· I am a civil engineer and project manager for

25· ·Prein & Newhof out of Holland.· Our office is right here on



·1· ·120th and James.

·2· · · · · · ·I also grew up in the area, I group up in Steaders

·3· ·Borough across the street.· So maybe I grew up on the wrong

·4· ·side of the street, you guys can make that decision.

·5· · · · · · ·I look forward to presenting to you today about

·6· ·Meadows/Deerfield Village Drain.

·7· · · · · · ·Let me go to the next slide.

·8· · · · · · ·So the Autumn Meadows/Deerfield Village Drain is an

·9· ·existing storm water drain system.· So this neighborhood has

10· ·had it be a county drain since April of 1997.

11· · · · · · ·So interestingly enough, when Deerfield Village and

12· ·Deerfield Village Number 2 were set up, they weren't set up

13· ·as a county drain.· But when Autumn Meadows came in later and

14· ·tied into that, that's when the system became a county drain.

15· ·So that was in April of 1997.

16· · · · · · ·And it was established under Section 433 of the

17· ·Michigan Drain Code of 1956.· So if you ever find yourself

18· ·bored at night and need to fall asleep, it's a good read.

19· · · · · · ·So under Drain Code, which is a state law that is

20· ·set up that provides the process for how we do these drain

21· ·projects, one of those processes is if there is an existing

22· ·county drain like this, there could be something called a

23· ·petition.

24· · · · · · ·So some of you guys in this room worked on getting

25· ·this petition to be signed.· You guys live in the



·1· ·neighborhood, you had drainage issues.· You got a petition

·2· ·from Ottawa County, you signed it.· And once Ottawa County

·3· ·received this petition, then we are required to have this

·4· ·Board of Determination under Drain Code.

·5· · · · · · ·So as Joe mentioned, we did do some preliminary

·6· ·engineering.· We can't, under Drain Code, dive in very deep

·7· ·and figure out what a project is, because there may or may

·8· ·not be a project, depending on what this three-panel board

·9· ·determines.

10· · · · · · ·So what we did though is we reviewed utility record

11· ·drawings.· So we work also as Holland Township's engineer.

12· ·We have another engineer in our office that works for Holland

13· ·Township, and he has all the record plans for the water main

14· ·and the sanitary sewer and the storm sewer.· So we were able

15· ·to review those records to determine how your storm sewer

16· ·system was set up.

17· · · · · · ·We also reviewed your plat maps.· So we reviewed

18· ·Deerfield Village, Deerfield Village Number 2, Autumn

19· ·Meadows, Autumn Meadows Number 2, and Autumn Meadows Number

20· ·3.

21· · · · · · ·And in general, these drains were constructed in

22· ·1997, and Autumn Meadows 3 is the newest.· That was

23· ·constructed in 2001.· And that's the southern portion of your

24· ·the northern portion of your neighborhood in general is what

25· ·was constructed in '97, '98.



·1· · · · · · ·So once we look at that, we are able to delineate a

·2· ·drainage district.· So I will show you on the next slide the

·3· ·map of the drainage district.

·4· · · · · · ·The drainage district, in a sense, is a watershed.

·5· ·So when we were in grade school we learned how we are in the

·6· ·Lake Michigan watershed, right where our runoff gets into the

·7· ·Black River and that ends up getting into Lake Michigan.

·8· ·Drainage districts are watersheds.

·9· · · · · · ·So you guys at Deerfield Village are in the

10· ·Deerfield Village watershed.· So it's a small watershed, that

11· ·ends up going into another drain called the Number 4 and 43.

12· ·That's that stream that you see at Perry and 104th.· It's

13· ·flooded several times.· I remember seeing that as a kid.

14· · · · · · ·And that's in a sense how your watersheds work is

15· ·you can have small watersheds draining into bigger and bigger

16· ·watersheds.

17· · · · · · ·So we're able to determine that drainage district

18· ·boundary by using a program called GIS.· Imagine Google Maps,

19· ·but with a lot more data and information on there, like

20· ·contours and aerials and record plans that we can gather from

21· ·that.

22· · · · · · ·And we're able then to draw up your drainage

23· ·district boundary.· Jack and I have also visited the site.

24· ·Jack was there last week.· We had a good rain -- I don't

25· ·recall what day it was.



·1· · · · · · ·ENGINEER JACK HOFFMAN:· It was on Wednesday.

·2· · · · · · ·ENGINEER LUCAS TIMMER:· On Wednesday, we had a good

·3· ·rain and Jack walked through all the backyards to check out

·4· ·some of the drainage issues.· Because that's generally, from

·5· ·our understanding, where you guys are having drainage

·6· ·problems.

·7· · · · · · ·So this map that you also got in the mail, this map

·8· ·shows the boundary as pink.· Your map may have shown it as

·9· ·red, but that pink area is the watershed.

10· · · · · · ·So all the land within that pink area is considered

11· ·contributing runoff.· So when it rains, your rainwater is

12· ·either going into the road, then the storm sewer system,

13· ·which is the county drain; or into the backyards which also

14· ·has storm sewer systems.· So that is our watershed boundary.

15· · · · · · ·You can also see on this map a lot of blue lines.

16· ·You see blue lines that are within the roadway, and you'll

17· ·notice catch basins on the road.· Those are the grates that

18· ·water will get into in your roadway.

19· · · · · · ·Some of you guys have probably been in your

20· ·backyard and seen catch basins in the backyard where the

21· ·water is supposed to go into.· And that pipe then is

22· ·considered part of the county drain system.

23· · · · · · ·So the green lines here are easements.· So when

24· ·your neighborhoods were set up, they were set up as plats.

25· ·And as part of those plats, there was lands or like land



·1· ·protection given to the Ottawa County Water Resources

·2· ·Commissioner to maintain the storm sewer back there.

·3· · · · · · ·So often these backyards then have a, typically

·4· ·it's a 10-foot easement on your property, and it would be

·5· ·10-foot then on your neighbors if you share a property line,

·6· ·for a 20-foot wide easement.· And that would then be the work

·7· ·area where if they ever had to work on the drain, they'd have

·8· ·to work within that easement.

·9· · · · · · ·So this is just a map that shows some of the

10· ·drainage issues from recent inspection reports.· So Joe

11· ·handed us inspection reports dating back already to 2016.

12· ·And Joe had close to 40 inspection reports that have come in

13· ·from various property owners, several of them even three or

14· ·four times over the years that have had drainage issues.

15· · · · · · ·Some of you guys may have been those property

16· ·owners, and have had issues addressed where the pipe had been

17· ·dug up because it had a root ball in it.· Some of you may

18· ·have drainage issues right now that need to be addressed.

19· ·We'll go into more information on that.

20· · · · · · ·But generally, this isn't one localized area that

21· ·has issues.· Essentially it's pretty much the majority of the

22· ·neighborhood, besides the southern portion of the

23· ·neighborhood, which is also the newest section of the

24· ·neighborhood.

25· · · · · · ·So the next slide just some photos of the area that



·1· ·we went and we walked through.· So this was done last week

·2· ·when we went around after the storm event.· So you can see an

·3· ·example of some of the ponding.· I think this was probably a

·4· ·fairly common sight.· It was for me back in Steaders Borough

·5· ·as well, where you have some ponding in the backyard and the

·6· ·area not draining, and some grading concerns.· This was near

·7· ·Summerwood Drive and the other one was Lynwood Lane.

·8· · · · · · ·So this next one is located near, that would be

·9· ·Sentry Road, or actually Lynwood Lane, and we have some

10· ·ponding there as well that Jack was able to take a picture

11· ·of.

12· · · · · · ·This was one that we noticed as well and found this

13· ·interesting, this is for the properties that live along

14· ·Woodfield Drive on the eastern part of your neighborhood.

15· · · · · · ·The properties on Woodfield Drive have the pleasure

16· ·of getting the majority of the storm water that comes from

17· ·all of the Autumn Meadows and a good portion of Deerfield

18· ·Village Number 2, and it all drains into a very large 36-inch

19· ·diameter plastic pipe.

20· · · · · · ·And because of grade issues, their pipe is actually

21· ·above ground in areas.· So it's a really unique setup.· The

22· ·pipe itself is having some issues with cracks that are

23· ·concerning to the property owner.· If that pipe ended up

24· ·failing, it would end up impacting not only the people on

25· ·Woodfield Drive, but a lot of the homeowners essentially



·1· ·south of Sentry Road would be impacted if that pipe had an

·2· ·issue.· So that's what I believe was one of the main causes

·3· ·of this petition.

·4· · · · · · ·There have also been sink holes forming.· A lot of

·5· ·these pipes in the backyard are plastic.· Plastic pipe,

·6· ·unfortunately, what we've discovered, and this has been a big

·7· ·problem for Joe throughout the area, when you have plastic

·8· ·pipe in these backyards, a lot of time after homes are

·9· ·constructed and you have a lot of equipment driving over it,

10· ·your plastic pipe goes from round, to elliptical, or squished

11· ·in a sense.

12· · · · · · ·Other issues we've had with plastic pipe are tree

13· ·roots.· Property owners will move in, they start growing

14· ·their trees.· They don't realize they have a storm sewer pipe

15· ·in their backyard.· And those tree roots are -- know how to

16· ·find their way into pipes.

17· · · · · · ·And they can cause huge root balls, that's what we

18· ·call them, and that can end up causing flooding.· So that's

19· ·been a fairly common issue in this neighborhood is root balls

20· ·forming in pipes.

21· · · · · · ·We have other areas too.· And people might not even

22· ·realize it, but their landscaping may block drainage.· So

23· ·this is an example near Sentry Road and Woodfield Lane where

24· ·landscaping was put in, and the catch basin is within that

25· ·landscaping.· And you'll end up getting some ponding in that



·1· ·area, and the landscaping in a sense blocks it.· So the water

·2· ·can't get into that catch basin because there is this

·3· ·aluminum edging that, in a sense, prevents the water from

·4· ·getting into the catch basin.

·5· · · · · · ·So this is another property that we had on Sentry

·6· ·Road, where even with some of the drainage issues it could be

·7· ·how homes are graded.· This home here at 1389 had a lot of

·8· ·water, in a sense, ponding right next to the house, which is

·9· ·obviously a concern for that property owner there.

10· · · · · · ·In Autumn Meadows neighborhood, south of Winterwood

11· ·Drive, we had some areas where a lot of the sump pumps are

12· ·having issues.· You guys probably, if you've been there a

13· ·long time, you probably remember the '08-'09 storms, the

14· ·100-year storms.

15· · · · · · ·I remember those in our neighborhood, and you know

16· ·how important a sump pump is when you go through a storm like

17· ·that.· And you may have still flooded even with that sump

18· ·pump.· But we've noticed that some sump pumps are above

19· ·ground, so they're just dumping all that water into the back

20· ·yard causing ponding issues.

21· · · · · · ·There are some sump pumps that are underground that

22· ·tie into the pipe directly and some of those sump pumps too

23· ·are having issues.

24· · · · · · ·Those often are more private issues.· But if our

25· ·pipe is having issues and your sump is connected to it, then



·1· ·you could also have issues because of the pipe.· So one of

·2· ·those areas is in Autumn Meadows plat there that we noticed

·3· ·where the sump pump was aboveground and causing flooding

·4· ·issues.

·5· · · · · · ·So we've got wet areas forming in backyards behind

·6· ·Woodfield Drive.· That's a sign of it being clay and also

·7· ·being wet.· That's another issue we have.

·8· · · · · · ·Other things too is many people don't know

·9· ·necessarily they have a drain in their backyard.· So they

10· ·construct a shed right over the drain, not knowing that that

11· ·shed then can block drainage for their neighboring

12· ·properties.

13· · · · · · ·So when we walked back there and looked at the

14· ·drains, we noticed a lot of backyards had fences or sheds.

15· ·And even some of those fences could have been put in and

16· ·stabbed right into the pipe, and people didn't even know what

17· ·they were doing was causing an issue, but it ends up causing

18· ·a problem for people upstream of them.

19· · · · · · ·Here is another example of standing water in a

20· ·person's backyard here.· More standing water.· So we're

21· ·starting to notice a common thread here.· Lots of issues of

22· ·standing water and concerns with pipes.

23· · · · · · ·Here is another issue with landscaping with how

24· ·properties were graded with standing water.· So this property

25· ·owner may have put landscaping in and didn't realize then



·1· ·that it ended up creating a pond themselves that now can't

·2· ·get into the storm sewer system.

·3· · · · · · ·One of the big things that we want to address, and

·4· ·that you guys are all aware of too is you guys live with

·5· ·clay, right?· So in reality, when you have the type of clay

·6· ·that you have, and you can see that screen shot there from

·7· ·one of your old record plans, I looked at all the record

·8· ·plans for your neighborhood for all the utilities that were

·9· ·put in and we did soil borings.· So we bored into the ground

10· ·to figure out the soils.

11· · · · · · ·And this is what came back every single time is

12· ·that you have stiff to very stiff brown to gray silty clay.

13· ·So Ken Souter, who is a Board Member, is an engineer.

14· · · · · · ·And, Ken, how does clay drain?

15· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:· Above ground.

16· · · · · · ·ENGINEER LUCAS TIMMER:· That's right.· Above

17· ·ground.· So that's one of the things we have to be aware of,

18· ·that, yes, your pipes may have issues, you're probably going

19· ·to still have some ponding.· It's going to be hard to prevent

20· ·any ponding in a clay neighborhood, just like it can be hard

21· ·to keep grass growing in the summer in a sandy neighborhood

22· ·when you don't sprinkle, right?

23· · · · · · ·So I just want you guys to be aware of that that we

24· ·would want to look into solutions, but we may not be able to

25· ·remove any sort of wet spot in your yard because you live in



·1· ·a very clay area.

·2· · · · · · ·It means you have very beautiful green yards during

·3· ·the summer, but it means during nine months of the year, it

·4· ·could be mushy, especially in the winter when snow melts, and

·5· ·in the spring when the ground has been frozen for a while.

·6· · · · · · ·So generally these clay soils do not drain well and

·7· ·that can cause major issues.

·8· · · · · · ·So following this we would encourage you guys to go

·9· ·up to the podium, state your name and address, and any

10· ·concerns that you have with drainage, and you will have that

11· ·time with the public testimony.

12· · · · · · ·Following that, then the Board will determine the

13· ·necessity of the petition based on public health, welfare

14· ·and/or convenience.

15· · · · · · ·So if deemed necessary by the Board, then

16· ·maintenance above that 10,000 per mile of drain can occur on

17· ·the drain.· Which in a sense, with all the issues we're

18· ·having and issues with that 36-inch pipe, issues with

19· ·backyard pipes, with sink holes, we would need to exceed that

20· ·10,000 per mile.

21· · · · · · ·If deemed not necessary by the Board, then no

22· ·further action will occur.· So in a sense what's left with

23· ·the drain and the issues that are left, would be left in its

24· ·current state.

25· · · · · · ·So from there, you guys may be wondering what would



·1· ·happen if it is deemed necessary by the Board.

·2· · · · · · ·What would happen then is we as the engineer would

·3· ·work on project design.· We'd want to talk to many of you

·4· ·guys, get an idea of what your issues are.

·5· · · · · · ·One of the things we'd want to do too is run a

·6· ·camera through your backyard storm sewers.· So Joe has done

·7· ·that multiple times from 2016 to 2025, but we'd want to have

·8· ·in a sense a lot of those areas televised by a camera to see

·9· ·if there are root balls, or other debris that are preventing

10· ·drainage, causing that area not to drain well.

11· · · · · · ·Once we do that, we determine a project, we then

12· ·put it out for bids.· So it would be publicly bid out to

13· ·various contractors in the area.· And then we would go with

14· ·the lowest qualified bidder.· So we'd want to make sure the

15· ·contractor is also qualified to work in your backyards.

16· · · · · · ·After the project is bid and project costs are

17· ·determined, a day of review will be held to review

18· ·apportionments.· To some of you this may be new.· With drain

19· ·projects, they need to be funded.· And drain projects, Joe

20· ·doesn't have a magical pot of money.· The taxes, in a sense

21· ·that we have, don't go to the Ottawa County Water Resources

22· ·Commissioner.

23· · · · · · ·How drain jobs are set up throughout the state is

24· ·that the county, and the county road commission pay, based on

25· ·benefits to public roads; Holland Township pays an at large



·1· ·amount that is determined by the Water Resource Commissioner

·2· ·based on benefits to public health, convenience or welfare.

·3· ·And the remaining costs then that didn't go to the county,

·4· ·the Water Resources Commissioner, or the township, go onto

·5· ·the property owners.

·6· · · · · · ·So that would mean then that there would be an

·7· ·assessment on the property owners.· And at that point, after

·8· ·the project is designed, and it's understood what the project

·9· ·would be, you would be getting a letter then notifying you

10· ·what your assessment would be to, in a sense, help with the

11· ·drain.· And you'd be invited to that day of review to talk

12· ·about that assessment.

13· · · · · · ·That's how the typical process works.· In the

14· ·future if there was a minor issue that happened, Joe can

15· ·still do the 10,000 per mile of drain under Drain Code.· So

16· ·if there was a small issue with a sink hole that he could

17· ·quickly fix, he could go back there and quickly fix it.

18· · · · · · ·Other options include having a new petition.· So

19· ·say 20 years from now there is another big bunch of issues in

20· ·your neighborhood, and Joe couldn't fix it beyond the $10,000

21· ·per mile, per drain, you'd be invited to another meeting like

22· ·we're at today.· And there would be another Board of

23· ·Determination where the Board would then determine if the

24· ·project was necessary.

25· · · · · · ·So in the future too, all assessments would go to



·1· ·Holland Township, Ottawa County, Ottawa County Road

·2· ·Commission, and parcels within the district.

·3· · · · · · ·So that's the end of my presentation.· Thank you,

·4· ·Board.

·5· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Thank you, Lucas.

·6· · · · · · ·Do any of the Board members have any questions for

·7· ·Lucas at this time?

·8· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:· At this point, since I'm

·9· ·not really familiar with this particular plat, the ones --

10· ·the lines that you show on the back lot lines, were those put

11· ·in as under drains, socked pipe?· Or was it, were they

12· ·actually storm sewers in the back there?

13· · · · · · ·ENGINEER LUCAS TIMMER:· They were actually storm

14· ·sewers.· It would have been nice like you are suggesting, if

15· ·they put an under drain too to drain the sand trench.· But

16· ·they're 8-inch to 12-inch storm sewer, not perforated.

17· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:· Non-perforated.

18· · · · · · ·ENGINEER LUCAS TIMMER:· That's our understanding.

19· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:· They're intended to pick

20· ·up at isolated areas?· In other words, they have catch

21· ·basins?

22· · · · · · ·ENGINEER LUCAS TIMMER:· Yes, that's correct,

23· ·they're intended to pick up at catch basins in the backyard.

24· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:· Because there is a lot of

25· ·storm sewer in this subdivision for having this many



·1· ·problems.

·2· · · · · · ·One other question.· Are there any actual ponding

·3· ·areas in this subdivision where you actually have storm sewer

·4· ·retention?

·5· · · · · · ·ENGINEER LUCAS TIMMER:· Thank you, Ken, I should

·6· ·have explained that.

·7· · · · · · ·So generally the whole neighborhood drains to the

·8· ·north, and there are two detention ponds to the north there.

·9· ·There is one located at the -- if you see Woodfield Lane near

10· ·104th Avenue, and you go to the end of the cul-de-sac, there

11· ·is a pond there located at the southeast corner of Perry

12· ·Street and 104th.

13· · · · · · ·And that drains the Deerfield Village plat which

14· ·was the first plat in there.· And the remaining four plats

15· ·that were developed has a large pond located north of

16· ·Woodfield Drive, right next to the Number 4 and 43 drain,

17· ·which is where in a sense all your water goes to the north

18· ·and gets into the ponds, and then goes into the Number 4 and

19· ·43 Drain.

20· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:· That's the light green

21· ·color?

22· · · · · · ·ENGINEER LUCAS TIMMER:· Yes, the light green

23· ·colored area with a little blue on it is the detention pond.

24· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Mark, do you have

25· ·any?



·1· · · · · · ·BOARD SECRETARY MARK BENNETT:· Just one quick one.

·2· · · · · · ·So all of the drains in this particular district

·3· ·are under the jurisdiction of the Water Resources

·4· ·Commissioner, so as to say there is no orphan drains that

·5· ·we're aware of here?

·6· · · · · · ·ENGINEER LUCAS TIMMER:· Well we can go into some of

·7· ·the technicalities.· Some of it may have not been formally

·8· ·established when it was established in '97.· Some of the

·9· ·language that was put in in the establishment was in a sense

10· ·a little lazy where they didn't do an engineer's description,

11· ·they just said include all drainage.

12· · · · · · ·So right now the purpose though is to make sure for

13· ·this Board of Determination that it would all then be

14· ·established, which is what the intent was when it was done.

15· · · · · · ·BOARD SECRETARY MARK BENNETT:· Thank you.

16· · · · · · ·ENGINEER LUCAS TIMMER:· Yep, good question.

17· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Thank you.

18· · · · · · ·Warren, you're here for Holland Charter Township.

19· ·Do you have any comments to make before we go to public

20· ·comment?

21· · · · · · ·HOLLAND TOWNSHIP WARREN SMITH:· No, no comments.

22· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Nothing from you?

23· · · · · · ·Then we'll open it up for public comment.· And I'm

24· ·going to ask that you come forward and use the mike, and

25· ·state your name and your address, and you will have three



·1· ·minutes.

·2· · · · · · ·So we'll start in the back.· And we'll start with

·3· ·you, sir, in the back, if you have any comments, if you'd

·4· ·come forward, state your name and address.· Otherwise we will

·5· ·move on --

·6· · · · · · ·UNKNOWN SPEAKER:· No comment.

·7· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Then directly

·8· ·across, in the back row?

·9· · · · · · ·MR. TESFAE TEKABE:· Hello, everybody.· My name is

10· ·Tesfae.· Thank you for having us here.· I live at 10324

11· ·Winterwood Drive.

12· · · · · · ·And I believe one of those pictures the pipe that

13· ·is sticking up was my backyard.· So in our case, the problem

14· ·that happened was about six weeks ago, the sump pump was

15· ·running, continuously.· So my wife called a plumber, and they

16· ·worked on it, and they replaced it with a brand new pump.

17· ·And they walked away.· So we thought the problem is done.

18· · · · · · ·But what they did not do was the pump was actually

19· ·working, it was just not pushing the water out.

20· · · · · · ·So when the storm came, our house got terribly

21· ·flooded.· And when we called them the second time they went

22· ·out and that's when they dug outside and they cut the pipe

23· ·and they found out -- about eight feet from the main drain is

24· ·where they cut it.

25· · · · · · ·So up to that point, like 30 feet is clear from my



·1· ·house to that is clear with that pipe that you see.

·2· · · · · · ·But the next step, which is about eight feet to the

·3· ·main drain, they said was blocked, because they put a camera

·4· ·in it.· So I wanted to dig -- by the way, but then I was told

·5· ·-- I did not know of any of this thing existed, drain

·6· ·commission or anything.

·7· · · · · · ·But the association then, I then check with them

·8· ·and found out I should not go digging without checking.

·9· · · · · · ·So I called Joe's office, and then I learned a lot,

10· ·about coming here and so on and so forth.

11· · · · · · ·So right now the problem that we are really worried

12· ·about is our pipe is out, and which means it is pooling water

13· ·right there.· And when the freeze comes, it's going to

14· ·freeze.· So the new pump and all that isn't going to help at

15· ·all.· And it's going to flood again.

16· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Sure.

17· · · · · · ·MR. TESFAE TEKABE:· But right now, we had the

18· ·drywall is cut two feet or three feet from all the basement.

19· ·I nearly lost about 3000 books.· A lot of them are still,

20· ·what do you call it, it has mold and stuff on it, I so might

21· ·have to toss it out.

22· · · · · · ·So all the built-in shelves we moved out and

23· ·everything we moved out.· So we're waiting, we can't do

24· ·anything until we hear what the next step is.

25· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Okay.



·1· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:· What did you find was the

·2· ·blockage?

·3· · · · · · ·MR. TESFAE TEKABE:· They said they thought it was a

·4· ·root.

·5· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:· Roots?

·6· · · · · · ·MR. TESFAE TEKABE:· Yes.· But they couldn't tell me

·7· ·if it was in our pipe or after the pipe has actually

·8· ·connected with the big pipe.· So clearing that is not a

·9· ·possibility without digging the whole thing up.

10· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Right.· Okay.· Thank

11· ·you.

12· · · · · · ·MS. LEAH TESFAE:· Do I get to talk too?· It's not a

13· ·group --

14· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· We will need your

15· ·name and address, please.

16· · · · · · ·MS. LEAH TESFAE:· My name is Leah.· I'm also at

17· ·10324 Winterwood.

18· · · · · · ·We moved in in April of '99.· The house to the east

19· ·of us was not yet built, there was nothing graded.· It was

20· ·just native grasses when we moved in.

21· · · · · · ·Our house was graded, we were the low spot at that

22· ·point.· The neighbor who moved in, and had that first house,

23· ·when they excavated they noticed that there was some standing

24· ·water.· Well of course, there was piles of dirt as you get

25· ·when you're building a house.



·1· · · · · · ·He had his yard graded six inches higher than ours,

·2· ·which would have been okay, except his yard is between us and

·3· ·the drain.

·4· · · · · · ·And then in addition to that, he put a berm in

·5· ·between our yard and that drainage.· So I think that's

·6· ·contributing to our problem.· I don't know if that is

·7· ·involved in the scope of this project, just wanted to bring

·8· ·it up as a matter of course.

·9· · · · · · ·And maybe you noted that too, but that water

10· ·ponding was significantly worse since then.

11· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Okay, thank you.

12· · · · · · ·Now let's move to this side, sir?

13· · · · · · ·And the lady next to him?· If you have a comment,

14· ·come forward.· Give your address and your -- your name and

15· ·your address, please.

16· · · · · · ·MS. KELLY HODGES:· Hi, I'm Kelly Hodges.· And we

17· ·live at 1425 Woodfield Drive.· Our house backs up -- we're

18· ·like right here (indicating).· So we have this little

19· ·drainage part right here.

20· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· What was your

21· ·address again?

22· · · · · · ·MS. KELLY HODGES:· 1425 Woodfield Drive.

23· · · · · · ·So a few years ago, and you can correct me if I'm

24· ·wrong on this, but we had that whole drain had to be replaced

25· ·because we had significant water that was standing there,



·1· ·you're familiar?

·2· · · · · · ·ENGINEER LUCAS TIMMER:· Yes.

·3· · · · · · ·MS. KELLY HODGES:· So they did all that, worked out

·4· ·well, we didn't have any more standing water.

·5· · · · · · ·And then just recently we're getting a little bit

·6· ·of it.· So I'm just worried that it's going to happen again,

·7· ·that we're going to have a lot of standing water there

·8· ·because the water isn't draining toward the main -- toward

·9· ·the south --

10· · · · · · ·UNKNOWN SPEAKER:· North.

11· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:· North.

12· · · · · · ·MS. KELLY HODGES:· So I'm a little concerned about

13· ·that.

14· · · · · · ·The other thing is we personally, our home, just

15· ·recently we had, somewhat similar to you (indicating) where

16· ·our sump pump just kept running and running after we just had

17· ·a little bit of rain.· We haven't had a lot of rain recently.

18· ·And it just kept running and running.

19· · · · · · ·Called the plumber, he came out, that kind of

20· ·stuff.

21· · · · · · ·We also had to have some -- what do I want to call

22· ·it, in the foundation, had to have some foundation work done

23· ·on a crack, so we thought that they had damaged the pipe

24· ·leading out to the -- our sump pump leading out to the drain.

25· · · · · · ·So the plumber had -- they scoped it, they did all



·1· ·the camera work and everything.· And they went all the way

·2· ·out to that drain.· And come to find out the drain had roots,

·3· ·again.· And then also when they did replace that pipe, they

·4· ·did not connect our pipe to the drain.

·5· · · · · · ·And so roots were able to grow in, and all this.

·6· ·So a thousand dollars later, that's what it costs to get that

·7· ·out.

·8· · · · · · ·And then we obviously called Joe, so they're in the

·9· ·process of taking care of that hopefully for us.

10· · · · · · ·So anyways, they did end up fixing the pipe, I

11· ·believe, right, to the drain?· So hopefully we won't have any

12· ·more issues then because our sump pump was perfectly fine.

13· ·It was just that they found all the things.

14· · · · · · ·Our neighbor behind us, I don't know if it's 1331,

15· ·maybe, they're not the original owners of this home.· So you

16· ·have to remember when people move into these houses, it's not

17· ·their fault all the time.· It's just that because of that

18· ·drain having to be replaced, there is at least three or four

19· ·trees that are right on that drain, and they're dead.

20· · · · · · ·And when this last storm hit one of those dead

21· ·trees came down, flying down.

22· · · · · · ·And so I don't know whose responsibility that is.

23· ·So when you are dealing with the drain that has landscaping

24· ·on it, or if you have something that's covered up, whose

25· ·responsibility is it for that to be taken care of?· And does



·1· ·anybody tell them, hey, you know what, that has caused this

·2· ·damage.

·3· · · · · · ·So, again, it's not their fault because they didn't

·4· ·put in the trees.· But, it's just causing a little bit of a

·5· ·havoc with all the roots.· And we have trees too.· So we're

·6· ·not totally innocent, I'm sure, in all of this too.

·7· · · · · · ·But I just wanted to express what we've been going

·8· ·through.

·9· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Okay.

10· · · · · · ·MS. KELLY HODGES:· I think it's a good thing for

11· ·you to be looking at this so that a lot of these homeowners

12· ·don't have to go through what these poor people have gone

13· ·through.

14· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Sure.

15· · · · · · ·And now, sir?

16· · · · · · ·UNKNOWN SPEAKER:· All set.

17· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· You're good.· Now

18· ·let's go to the back row there, sir?· The lady with the gray

19· ·hair and the man next to you, either one of you, if you'd

20· ·come forward and give us your name and your address, please.

21· · · · · · ·MR. DALE MOES:· Dale Moes, 1332 Woodfield Drive.

22· · · · · · ·I did not intend to come up here so my remarks

23· ·might be somewhat jumbled.· But our problems started with

24· ·Salina Shores (ph), a subdivision to the east of us.

25· · · · · · ·When we moved in and built our home, the ground



·1· ·level was the same or below our backyard.· And they dug a

·2· ·hole and built -- they're above us now by 10 feet.· That did

·3· ·not help.

·4· · · · · · ·Until this past summer, our subdivision (sic) ran

·5· ·24 hours a day through the winter.· And I think there is some

·6· ·high level water continually flowing through there.· We were

·7· ·getting water from 104th.

·8· · · · · · ·And we could see water running between the house to

·9· ·the west of us, that comes between the houses, down the slope

10· ·and through our backyard, was a gateway for the Little's

11· ·backyard.· And they would have at times a foot of water

12· ·standing in their backyard.

13· · · · · · ·This past summer, they did do some repair on 104th,

14· ·and that sure helped my sump pump.

15· · · · · · ·But there is -- well I can walk over the backyard

16· ·when it rains, and you'll sink down to your ankles.· So there

17· ·is definitely a water problem.

18· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Okay.· Thank you.

19· · · · · · ·Next?· Yes, sir?· Your name and your address,

20· ·please.

21· · · · · · ·MR. CHAD CARLSON:· Chad Carlson, 1354 Woodfield

22· ·Drive.· My lot is right here (indicating) in the northeast

23· ·corner what we're looking at, it's a little bit of an unusual

24· ·shape.

25· · · · · · ·So the low part of the drain pipe that goes, that



·1· ·is elevated but covered by terrain, we're at the low end of

·2· ·that where that feeds into the creek.· Of course the clay is

·3· ·thick underneath, right, we can feel that.· We don't have a

·4· ·lot of grass -- or a lot of soil on top of that so we get to

·5· ·clay pretty quickly so we understand.· And certainly we

·6· ·signed the petition, we want to be very supportive of our

·7· ·neighbors who instigated a lot of this.

·8· · · · · · ·Along the east edge of my property line, which is

·9· ·above where the drain pipe runs towards the creek, we have a

10· ·number of trees that we inherited when we bought this house,

11· ·they're privacy trees.· So if you look east of our property,

12· ·Switchgrass Lane, which is on the far right side of your map

13· ·would go straight into our backyard.

14· · · · · · ·So the privacy that we enjoy right now we hope we

15· ·can continue to enjoy, whether there is work on that or not

16· ·because headlights were coming directly into our house.· And

17· ·now we see just a little bit of that when the leaves fall.

18· · · · · · ·So those are still alive, that's sort of our only

19· ·major concern.· But otherwise we certainly recognize that in

20· ·our neighborhood there are some water issues and we want to

21· ·be supportive of our neighbors.· And we also want to keep the

22· ·privacy with the trees on top of that.

23· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Thank you.

24· · · · · · ·Either of you folks?· Or both?· Name and your

25· ·address, please.



·1· · · · · · ·MR. JEREMIAH LITTLE:· Jeremiah Little, 1340

·2· ·Woodfield Drive.

·3· · · · · · ·And if you could flip back to the one where the

·4· ·pipe is kind of popping out from the dirt.· That's actually

·5· ·in my backyard.· I brought some additional pictures.

·6· · · · · · ·I don't know if you guys want to see these.· These

·7· ·pictures were taken in April of 2020.· And you can see it's

·8· ·relatively smooth and flat along there.

·9· · · · · · ·That is currently what it looks like (indicating).

10· ·And then -- in August of '24, they looked like this, and you

11· ·can see in these pictures from 2020, it kind of collects all

12· ·the water, it collects from --

13· · · · · · ·UNKNOWN SPEAKER:· Can you hold the mike closer?

14· · · · · · ·MR. JEREMIAH LITTLE:· Yes.· A lot of water collects

15· ·from a handful of these backyards and kind of funnels through

16· ·my backyard and kind of turns into a river.

17· · · · · · ·In 2020 you can see it would travel all the way

18· ·down along that ridge out to the creek.

19· · · · · · ·And now it flows into these holes, right along that

20· ·pipe, and just kind of disappears into the earth.· So I'm

21· ·sure it's not doing any good under the pipes or around the

22· ·pipes.

23· · · · · · ·But, yeah, and like he said, I'll have six inches

24· ·or more of standing water, flow -- not standing water, it's

25· ·actually flowing water moving across the backyard when it's



·1· ·actively raining.

·2· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:· This is your home right

·3· ·here?

·4· · · · · · ·MR. JEREMIAH LITTLE:· Yes.

·5· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:· And the problem is back

·6· ·here?

·7· · · · · · ·MR. JEREMIAH LITTLE:· Yes, it's kind of between the

·8· ·two.

·9· · · · · · ·ENGINEER LUCAS TIMMER:· Ken, it's unique there

10· ·because they put in a 36-inch pipe, but then part of it is

11· ·above grade.· So they put some fill above grade so then

12· ·behind that pipe, the water sits behind that pipe too.

13· · · · · · ·MR. JEREMIAH LITTLE:· It feels like it's kind of

14· ·pushing up.· Like over the years it's relatively flat and

15· ·smooth here.

16· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Sure.

17· · · · · · ·MR. JEREMIAH LITTLE:· A little bit of a hump,

18· ·but --

19· · · · · · ·BOARD SECRETARY MARK BENNETT:· Heaving a little

20· ·bit.

21· · · · · · ·MR. JEREMIAH LITTLE:· So definitely a problem.

22· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Would you like your

23· ·pictures back?

24· · · · · · ·MR. JEREMIAH LITTLE:· You can keep them if you'd

25· ·like.



·1· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:· Thank you.

·2· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Thanks.

·3· · · · · · ·Comment?· Yes, sir?· Your name and your address,

·4· ·please.

·5· · · · · · ·MR. BRYANT SMITH:· Hello, my name is Bryant Smith.

·6· ·I live at 1348 Woodfield, which is right next door to

·7· ·Jeremiah, and the Little family.

·8· · · · · · ·So we share the same problems essentially.· We

·9· ·moved into our house about seven to eight years ago.· And we

10· ·knew there was some level of pipe there, but it had some

11· ·grass and terrain that were over it.· So it didn't appear to

12· ·be a problem.

13· · · · · · ·Year after year, after year, after year, the grass

14· ·and that clay and that dirt started to come off the top of

15· ·that pipe, and that drain, and that drain started to elevate

16· ·higher and higher and higher.· So each year it got

17· ·progressively worse.

18· · · · · · ·Most recently, I was working with Joe and his

19· ·office, because the pipe is now exposed, but it's also

20· ·starting to see some cracking in the pipes as well.

21· · · · · · ·So what that leaves for us and the Little family

22· ·all that water is coming and running through our yard

23· ·essentially.

24· · · · · · ·So we went through the process of the petition to

25· ·have this meeting.· Thank you for your time, of course.



·1· · · · · · ·But it's really starting to get to a point where if

·2· ·we don't do something now, it will continue to get worse.

·3· ·And at least for my family, we have young children, we like

·4· ·to use our yard.· And it's really not as usable as it should

·5· ·be.

·6· · · · · · ·And we'd like to see it improve or get better, or

·7· ·some type of maintenance.· And our fear is if we don't, then

·8· ·it's just going to continue to be a yard we can't use.

·9· · · · · · ·So thank you for your time.· And thank you, Joe.

10· ·And thank you, neighbors for comments.

11· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Thank you.· In the

12· ·front row?· If you'd like to make a comment?

13· · · · · · ·Sure.· Your name and your address?

14· · · · · · ·MR. FRANK TUMA:· It's a little hard getting

15· ·started.

16· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:· I can understand that.

17· · · · · · ·MR. FRANK TUMA:· Frank Tuma, 1404 Woodfield Lane.

18· · · · · · ·I always support this project.· I honestly didn't

19· ·realize there was so many problems throughout the whole --

20· ·that's my wife.· We had the second, the Hodges, we've been

21· ·dealing with a couple of the problems over the years with Joe

22· ·there.· I swear they put in three sticks of pipe last time

23· ·they were out there because it was full of roots, or tree

24· ·limbs, it looked like.

25· · · · · · ·So -- and that's about the second time in the six



·1· ·years I have been in the neighborhood that it had to be done

·2· ·because, well they had a pond.· I'm more -- I would be to the

·3· ·north of the oval.

·4· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:· You're in here?

·5· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Right here?

·6· · · · · · ·MR. FRANK TUMA:· Yes.· So I'm sitting a little

·7· ·higher there.· And the problem was right in the middle.· It

·8· ·started, I guess by your place, basically, well those trees,

·9· ·those cottonwood trees, and a few willow trees.

10· · · · · · ·So I watched the guys the one year pull a root

11· ·ball, but I call it a root snake, it was 20 foot long, out of

12· ·probably a 12-inch PVC pipe.

13· · · · · · ·So but, boy this is -- these folks are having some

14· ·real problems.· And I'm on our HOA Board as the treasurer,

15· ·but I try to take interest in all of this.

16· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Sure.

17· · · · · · ·MR. FRANK TUMA:· And make sure, you know -- I guess

18· ·I just didn't know, nobody told me you guys were having such

19· ·a big deal until it was -- started the petition.

20· · · · · · ·So anyway, thank you, Joe, for helping us out, even

21· ·though we didn't really -- legally in the drainage map.· I'm

22· ·sure it was under 10,000, I hope.

23· · · · · · ·That's all I have to say.

24· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Okay, thank you,

25· ·sir.· Any comments?



·1· · · · · · ·UNKNOWN SPEAKER:· No, I pass.· But I love my

·2· ·neighborhood.

·3· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Good.· That will

·4· ·conclude our public comment, unless there is anyone who

·5· ·passed the first time and didn't speak and would like to make

·6· ·a comment at this time?

·7· · · · · · ·Not seeing anyone, then I move that the public

·8· ·comment period be closed.

·9· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:· Support that.

10· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Moved and supported.

11· · · · · · ·All those in favor say, "Aye."

12· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:· Aye.

13· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Aye.

14· · · · · · ·BOARD SECRETARY MARK BENNETT:· Aye.

15· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· That's carried.

16· · · · · · ·Then thank you to all of you, and to those of you

17· ·who made comments.· That's very helpful and informative for

18· ·us.

19· · · · · · ·And now I would like to ask Mark if he has any

20· ·comments.· And then I'll ask Ken if he has any comments

21· ·before we make any motions.

22· · · · · · ·BOARD SECRETARY MARK BENNETT:· Thank you, Rich.

23· ·I'll just echo real quickly Rich's comments.· It's very

24· ·encouraging to know you folks care enough about your local

25· ·neighborhood and your government to come out to speak.  I



·1· ·wish more people would get involved, particularly at the

·2· ·local level.

·3· · · · · · ·Up in Tallmadge Township we do share a wide array

·4· ·of public involvement, but it's always nice to see people

·5· ·come out so kudos to you folks, thank you.

·6· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Ken, do you have any

·7· ·comments?

·8· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:· I'm an engineer, so I

·9· ·understand what the problems are here.· And mainly, a lot of

10· ·it sounds like it's a grading problem, getting the water to

11· ·the drains.· Your cottonwoods, and I understand that type of

12· ·tree, they are a pest.· And it wouldn't hurt to actually get

13· ·rid of any or all of them.· Certain trees aren't too bad, but

14· ·cottonwoods are bad.

15· · · · · · ·So I think it's pretty much understandable that you

16· ·guys have problems.· I understand it.

17· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Yes.· Yes, thank

18· ·you, Mark and Ken.· And that's true, your comments certainly

19· ·highlight the issues that you're facing.

20· · · · · · ·And therefore, a motion would be in order.· And I

21· ·would make the motion that the maintenance and improvement is

22· ·necessary and conducive to public health, convenience and

23· ·welfare.

24· · · · · · ·BOARD SECRETARY MARK BENNETT:· I'll second that

25· ·motion, Mr. VanderKlok.



·1· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Moved and supported.

·2· · · · · · ·All those in favor, say, "Aye."

·3· · · · · · ·BOARD MEMBER KEN SOUTER:· Aye.

·4· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Aye.

·5· · · · · · ·BOARD SECRETARY MARK BENNETT:· Aye.

·6· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· And that is carried.

·7· · · · · · ·Lucas, do you have any closing comments?

·8· · · · · · ·ENGINEER LUCAS TIMMER:· Yes, thank you, Board.· We

·9· ·definitely have some issues.· We're aware of a lot of the

10· ·issues.

11· · · · · · ·A lot of the things that Joe was able to do under

12· ·the 10,000 in a sense were more or less like a band-aid fix

13· ·because Joe can't do a major fix with the money that he had,

14· ·with it not being maintenance.

15· · · · · · ·So we'll be looking into your systems.· Make sure

16· ·you signed in, we want to meet with you, talk with you and

17· ·make sure we're aware of what's going on here because we'd

18· ·like to get more feedback and understanding of all the issues

19· ·you guys are having.

20· · · · · · ·So thanks for showing up today.

21· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Before I declare

22· ·adjournment, I'll ask Joe to speak for just a moment about

23· ·the appeal process.

24· · · · · · ·WATER RESOURCES COMM. JOE BUSH:· So I don't think

25· ·anybody is going to appeal this, but I definitely have to



·1· ·mention it per Drain Code.

·2· · · · · · ·If anybody wanted to appeal today's necessity

·3· ·hearing of the Board of Determination, you can do that 10

·4· ·days from today at circuit court.· I don't think anybody is

·5· ·in favor of that but I wanted it recorded that that

·6· ·opportunity is there for somebody to appeal it.

·7· · · · · · ·I do appreciate you taking about an hour of your

·8· ·time to come and give testimony, let these gentlemen hear

·9· ·from you folks.· I can say it all day long, I deal with this

10· ·issue in the whole county, these kind of issues.

11· · · · · · ·But this is your neighborhood, and this is your

12· ·backyard so I wanted to hear from you folks.· And that's why

13· ·the Board of Determination and the Drain Code is there.

14· · · · · · ·So, again, thank you for your time.· And Lucas

15· ·commented on they'll be contacting everybody, and they'll be

16· ·in your backyard, him and Jack.· Don't be afraid if you see

17· ·these two gentlemen, but they'll call you and let you know

18· ·when they're coming, there won't be no surprises.

19· · · · · · ·That's all I've got, Mr. Chair.

20· · · · · · ·BOARD CHAIR RICH VANDER KLOK:· Thank you.

21· · · · · · ·Without objection, I declare that we are adjourned,

22· ·thank you again for coming.

23· · · · · · · · (Board of Determination - Autumn

24· ·Meadows/Deerfield Village Drain concluded at 5:00 p.m.)

25
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